Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


NEWGATE  CALENDAR: 


I  INTERESTING  MEMOIRS 

t 

t 

THE  HOST  NOTORIOUS  CHARACTERS 


mo  KAvB  auM  oomoTU 

ete  ftMM  ot  tfnglmib 

SUrCS  THE  COUOHCXMENT  OF  THE  EIGHTEENTH  CSMTDBTi 

'  OCCASIONAL  ANBCD0TE3  AND  (SSERVATIONa, 

I     apEBCHEs,  coimsaiOHa,  and  last  bxcumations  or  sunERBU. 


ANDREW  KNAPP  AND  WUXIAIC  BALDWIN; 

ATTOBNEYS  AT  LAW. 


I  J.  KOBINtl  AND  fiO.  IVV  LANE.  PATBRN09TBR  BOW. 


I 


ASTOis     sn'Ti.-vtrtM;. 


..  ^ 


PREFACE* 


The  penal  laws  of  tlie  Brituh  empire  are,  by  foreign  writers,  charged 
wHh  being  too  sangninary  in  the  cases  of  lesser  offences.  They  hold 
that  the  punishment  of  death  ooght  to  be  inflicted  only  for  crimes  of  tiM 
highest  magnltode ;  and  philanthropists  of  onr  own  nation  hare  accorded 
with  UkAr  opinion.  Such  persons  as  hare  had  no  (opportunity  of  in* 
qmring  into  the  sabject  will  hardly  credit  the  assertion  that  there  are 
aboTC  one  hondred  and  sixty  offences  pnidshed  by  death,  or,  as  it  is  de- 
aeminated,  without  beneSt  of  clergy.  The  multiplicity  of  punishments, 
it  is  argued,  in  many  instances  defeat  their  own  ends;  for  the  object  ii 
alone  the  prevention  of  crimes. 

Tiie  Roman  empire  never  flourished  so  much  as  during  the  era  of  the 
Fortian  law,  whidi  abrogated  the  punishment  of  death ;  and  it  fell  soon 
alier  the  revival  of  the  utmost  severity  of  its  penal  laws.    But  Rome  was 
not  a  nation  of  commerce,  or  it  never  could,  under  such  an  abrogation, 
hate  so  long  remained  the  mbtress  of  Europe.    In  the  present  state  of 
society  it  has  become  indispensably  necessary  that  offences  which,  la 
their  nature,  are  highly  injurious  to  the  community,  and  where  no  pre- 
cept will  avaO,  should  be  punished  with  the  forfeiture  of  life:  but  those 
dfeadlul  enmpies  should  be  eihibited  as  seldom  as  possible;  for  while, 
en  tiM  one  hand,  such  punishment  often  proves  inadequate  to  its  intended 
dbd,  bj  not  bebg  carried  into  eiecution ;  so,  on  the  other,  by  being 
often  repeated,  the  mmds  of  the  multitude  are  rendered  callous  to  the 
drsadfuleiam^ 

The  punishment  awaiting  the  crime  of  murder,  from  tiie  earliest  ages 
ef  dviUMd  nations,  has  been  the  same  as  that  inflicted  by  the  kws  of  the 
British  empire,  varying  alone  in  the  mode  of  putting  the  sentence  into 
eiecntioo.  We  find  the  murderer  punished  by  death  in  the  ancient  biwe 
of  the  Jews,  tiie  Romans,  and  the  Athenians;  in  nattons  of  heathens  and 
iddaters.  The  Persians,  worshipping  the  sun  as  their  deity,  press  mur. 
derers  to  death  between  two  stones.  Throughout  the  Chinese  empire, 
and  the  vast  dominions  of  the  East,  they  are  beheaded;  adeathinEng. 
bad  esteemed  the  leut  duhonourable,  but  there  considered  the  most  ig. 
QCBimotts.    Mahometans  impale  them  alive,  where  they  long  writhe  in 
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agony  before  death  comes  to  their  relief.    la  Roman  Catholic  conntriet 
the  murderer  expiated  his  crime  upon  the  rack. 

SoTcral  writers  on  crimei  and  punlilnieiili  denj  the  right  of  man  to 
take  awaj  life,  gircn  to  us  by  God  alone ;  but  a  crime  of  the  dreadful 
nature  of  that  now  before  us,  howerer  sanguinary  (hey  may  find  our 
laws  in  regard  to  lesser  offences,  unquestionably  calls  loudly  for  death. 
VWhoeoefer  sbeddeth  man's  blood,  by  man  shdl  hb  Uood  be  shed,* 
saith  Holy  Writ ;  but  with  the  life  of  the  niniderer  should  the  crime  be 
fnUy  expiated  ?  The  EngUsh  Ulw  on  thU  head  goes  still  Inrther :  the 
eflEiocts  of  the  murderer  rerert  to  the  State — thns,  as  it  were,  earryiag 
punishment  beyond  4he  grare,  and  involfing  in  its  consequences  ihe 
ntler  min  of  many  a  virtuous  widow  and  innocent  children^  who  had 
looked  np  alone  to  It  for  support.  Tet  we  nay  be  thankful  for  laws, 
the  dread  of  widch  aSbrds  vi  tnch  ample  seeniity  for  oar  Hres  and  pro* 
perty,  and  which  we  find  admloisterBd  with  rigorous  impartialiity,  ais asd* 
ing  the  same  punishment  for  the  same  offeoee,  whether  the  culprit  be 
rich  or  poor,  humble  in  life  or  exalted  in  tank.  In  proof  of  this  we 
seed  only  refer  our  readers  to  the  eases  of  Laurence  Eari  Ferrers,  Ddc« 
tor  Dodd,  tiie  Perreans,  Ryland,  and  many  others,  whose  Hres  are  re* 
corded  in  these  pages- 
It  b  the  opinion  of  an  able  commentalor  on  our  criminal  lawa  that 
pnniAment  shouhl  succeed  the  crime  as  Inmwriiateiy  as  pe«lbie,  If  we 
iatood  tiiat,  in  the  rude  minds  of  the  nmltitnde,  the  pictore^^f  the  criaw 
shall  Instantly  awaken  the  attendant  Idea  of  pnnbhment :  -d^layfaig  which, 
serves  only  to  separate  these  two  ideas;  and  thusaActs  the  mHids  of  the 
spectators  rather  as  n  terrible  sight  than  the  necessaiy  consequences  ef 
a  dime.  The  horror  ehonld  ooatribote  to  heighten  the  idea  of  the  pn. 
sdshment 

Next  to  the  necessary  example  of  punishment  to  offenders  is  to  record 
examples.  In  order  diat  sndii  as  are  nnhappfly  moved  with  the  sordid 
passion  of  acquiring  wealth  by  violence,  or  stimulated  by  the  Itdnons 
Bin  of  revenge  to  shed  the  blood  of  n  Mlow-creature,  may  baveliefore 
tfkem  a  picture  of  the  torment  of  mind  and  bodily  sufibrings  of  suA 
offisadeis.  In  this  light  Thk  Nswoate  CAx.cirnAE  must  prove  highly  ae- 
ceptahle  to  all  imnks  and  conditions  of  men ;  for  we  shall  find.  In  the 
eeoise  of  tinse  rolumes,  that  crime  has  always  been  followed  by  pai^k- 
it ;  and  that,  in  many  instances,  the  most  artful  secrecy  could  vot 
H^  eiKmdtn  from  detectioii,  northe  utmost  faipnuity  sUdd  them 
^MP  ^h^^tirwvjrerni  of  lajiartinl  jostioe. 
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THE  REV.  THOMAS  HUNTER, 

ISBGllTEB  ron  THE  HDHDEB  OV  TWO  CDILDRKX,  tOIlt  OF  MB.  OOBDOJI* 

Tni  erimlnal  recorder  bu  too  of  bli  own  pni^b,  the  loniof  bb 
often  to  dct^l  the  itrocity  of  un.  benefactor  I — (he  >obI  recoilt  with 
bition,  (he  m&ligaltj  of  rerenge,  horror,  uid  we  ihndder  at  thewuit 
•nd  the  desperation  of  jealoniy;  of  retigloui  principle  erinced  in  the 
bat  the  perpetrators  are  generally  deed ;  for  thii  criminal  lubteqaent* 
eonfined  to  (be  abandoned  and  irre-     If  aTowed  himielf  an  Atheiit. 

The  Rer.  Thomai  Honter  waa 
bom  in  (he  conntj  of  Fife,  in  Scot- 
land, and  wat  the  son  of  a  rich  far- 
mer, who  tent  him  to  the  UniTcr- 
Bity  of  St.  Andrew  for  education. 
When  he  had  acquired  a  iniGdent 
share    of  classical  learning  he  wa( 

admitted  to  the  degree  of  Matter  of 

nister  of  the  Gotpel — gailty  of  a     Art*,  and  began  to  prosecute  Ul 
pfcmeditated  narder !— the  murder    stndict  in  divinitj  with  no  mall  de. 
TQk  I.  a 


ligioa*— the  illiterate  and  intempe- 
rate. Their  follies  or  former  crimes 
accoont  in  lome  measure  for  their 
delinqaencf ,  and  we  lament  their 
want  of  Tirtue  and  education  ;  but, 
when  we  meet  in  the  criminal  cata. 
logae  with  a  culprit  tike  the  pre- 
sent— a  man  of  education  and  a  mi. 
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gree  of  success.  Sereral  of  the 
jonnger  clergymen  act  as  tutors  to 
irealthy  and  distinguished  families 
till  a  proper  period  arri? e»  for  their 
entering  into  orders,  which  thej 
nerer  do  till  they  obtain  a  benefice. 
While  in  this  rank  of  life  they  bear 
the  name  of  chaplains ;  and  in  this 
station  Hunter  lifed  about  two 
years  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Gordon, 
'a  rery  eminent  merchant,  and  one 
of  the  bailies  of  Edinburgh,  which 
is  a  rank  equal  to  that  of  aldeimaii 
of  fjondon. 

Mr.  Gordon's  family  consisted  of 
himself,  his  lady,  two  sons,  and  a 
daughter,  and  a  yoang  woman  who 
attended  Mrs.  Gordon  and  her 
daughter ;  the  malefactor  in  ques- 
tion, some  clerks,  aad  menial  ser- 
rants.  To  the  care  of  Hunter  was 
committed  the  education  of  the  two 
sons ;  and,  for  a  considerable  time, 
he  dtecharged  hto  doty  in  a  manner 
highlj  sati^Esctorr  to  the  parents, 
who  considered  him  as  a  youth  of 
superior  genius  and  great  goodness 
of  heart.  Unfortunately,  a  con. 
nezion  took  place  between  Hunter 
and  the  young  woman,  which  soon 
Increased  to  a  criminal  degree,  and 
was  maintained,  for  a  considerable 
time,  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
family.  One  day,  however,  when 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gordon  were  on  a 
Tisit,  Hunter  and  this  girl  met  in 
their  chamber,  as  usual ;  but,  haTing 
been  so  incautious  as  not  to  make 
their  door  fast,  the  children  went 
into  the  room,  and  found  them  in 
such  a  situation  as  could  not  admit 
of  any  doubt  of  the  nature  of  their 
intercourse,  ^o  suspicion  was  en. 
tcrtained  that  these  children  would 
mention  to  their  parents  what  had 
happened,  the  eldest  boy  being  not 
quite  ten  years  of  age;  but,  when  the 
cbMren  weie  at  supper  with  their 
gmreats,  thejr  disclosed  bo  much  as 
Mt  no  room  to  doubt  of  what  had 
*«•«/*     lienapon  the  female  ser- 


vant was  directed  io  quit  the  house 
on  the  following  day  ;  but  Hunter 
was  continued  in  the  family,  after 
making  a  proper  apology  for  the 
crime  of  which  he  had  been  guilty, 
attributing  it  to  the  thoughtlessness 
of  youth,  and  prombing  nerer  to 
offend  in  the  same  way  again. 

From  this  period  he  entertained 
the  most  inreterate  hatred  io  all  the 
children,  on  whom  he  determined, 
in  his  own  mind,  to  wreak  the  most 
diabolical  Tengeancc.  Nothing  less 
than  murder  was  his  intention ;  but 
it  was  a  considerable  time  after  he 
had  formed  this  horrid  plan  before 
he  had  an  opportunity  of  carrying 
it  into  execution.  WhencTer  it  was 
a  fine  day  he  was  accustomed  to 
walk  in  the  fields,  with  his  pupils, 
for  an  honr  before  dinner ;  and,  in 
these  excursions,  the  young  lady  ge. 
nerally  attended  her  brothers.  At 
the  period  Immediately  preceding 
the  commission  of  the  fatal  act,  Mr. 
Gordon  and  his  family  were  at  their 
country  retreat,  Tcry  near  Edin. 
burgh  ;  and,  having  receired  an  in. 
Titation  to  dine  in  that  city,  he  and 
his  lady  proposed  io  go  thither 
about  the  time  that  Hunter  usually 
took  hb  noon-tide  walk  with  the 
children.  Mrs.  Gordon  was  very 
anxious  for  all  the  children  to  ac 
company  them  on  thb  vbit;  but 
thb  was  strenuously  opposed  by  her 
husband,  who  would  consent  that 
only  the  little  girl  should  attend 
them. 

By  this  circumstance  Hunter's 
intention  of  murdering  all  the  three 
children  was  frustrated ;  but  he  held 
the  resolution  of  destroying  the 
boys,  while  they  were  yet  in  hb 
power.  With  thb  view  he  took 
thcra  into  the  fields,  and  sat  down. 
as  if  to  repose  himself  on  the  grass, 
and  was  preparing  his  knife  to  put 
a  period  to  the  Uvc»  of  the  children 
at  the  very  moment  iVie^  w«t«  W« 
sicd  in  catching  buUeiiWcA)  a&^%%* 
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ttering  wild  flowers.  Having  sharp. 
flied  his  knife,  he  called  the  lads  to 
him ;  and,  when  he  had  reprimanded 
them  for  acquainting  their  father 
and  mother  with  the  scene  to  which 
thej  had  been  witnesses,  said  that 
lie  woald  immediately  put  them  to 
death.   Terrified  bj  this  threat,  the 
children  ran  from  him ;  but  he  im- 
mediately followed,    and  brought 
them  back.  He  then  placed  his  knee 
on  the  body  of  the  one,  while  he 
ait  the  throat  of  the  other  with  hb 
penknife ;  and  then  treated  the  se^ 
eond  in  the  same  inhuman  manner. 
These  horrid  murders  were  com. 
mitted  in  August,  1700,  within  half 
a  mile  of  the  castle  of  Edinburgh ; 
and,  as  the  deed  was  perpetrated  in 
the  middle  of  the  day,  and  in  the 
open  fields,  it  would  have  been  Tory 
wonderful  indeed  if  the  murderer 
had  not  been  immediately   taken 
into  custody.    At  the  ?ery  time  a 
gentleman  was  walking  on  the  Gas. 
tleJiili  of  Edinburgh,  who  had  a 
tolerably  perfect  ?iew  of  what  pass- 
ed.   Alarmed  by  the  incident,  he 
called  some  people,  who  ran  with 
him  to  the  place  where  the  children 
were  lying  dead.   Hunter  now  ad. 
▼anced  towards  arlTcr,  with  a  Tiew 
to  drown  himself.    Those  who  pur. 
toed  came  up  with  him  just  as  he 
raached  the  brink  of  the  ri?er ;  and, 
his  person  bdng  immediately  known 
to  them,  a  messenger  was  instantly 
Apatched  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gor- 
don,  who  were  at  that  moment  going 
Co  dinner  with  their  friend,  to  in. 
form  them  of  the  horrid  murder  of 
CMr  sons.    Language  is  too  weak 
to  describe  the  effects  resulting  from 
the  communication  of  this  dreadful 
news :  the  astonishment  of  the  af. 
fficted  father,  the  agony  of  the  fran- 
tic mother,  may  possibly  be  con- 
cored,  though  it  cannot  be  dc- 
•crihed. 

According  to  an  old  Scottish  law, 
tt  was  decreed  that  <  if  a  murderer 


should  be  taken  with  the  blooo  of 
the  murdered  person  on  his  eiothes^ 
he  should  be  prosecuted  in  toe  the- 
riflPs  oourt,  and  executed  witnin 
three  days  after  the  commission  of 
the  fact.'  It  was  not  common  to 
execute  this  sentence  with  rigour ; 
but  this  offender's  crime  was  of  so 
aggravated  a  natnre,  that  it  was  not 
thought  proper  to  remit  any  thing 
of  the  utmost  scTeri ty  of  the  law. 
The  prisoner  was,  therefore,  com- 
mitted to  gaol,  and  chained  down 
to  the  floor  all  night ;  and,  on  the 
following  day,  the  sheriff  issued  his 
precept  for  tiie  jury  to  meet :  and, 
in  consequence  of  their  ? erdict.  Hun- 
ter was  brought  to  his  trial,  when 
he  pleaded  guilty,  and  added  to  the 
offence  he  had  already  committed 
the  horrid  crime  of  declaring  that 
he  lamented  only  the  not  baring 
mnrdered  Mr.  Gordon's  daughter 
as  well  as  his  sons. 

The  sheriff  now  passed  sentence 
on  the  convict,  which  was  to  the 
following  purpose:  that,  ^oc  the 
succeeding  day,  he  should  be  eze. 
cuted  on  a  gibbet,  erected  for  that 
purpose,  on  the  spot  where  ha  had 
committed  the  murdertt ;  but  Chat, 
previous  to  his  execution,  his  right 
hand  should  be  cut  off  near  the 
wrist ;  that  then  he  should  be  drawn 
up  to  the  gibbet  by  a  rope ;  and, 
when  he  was  dead,  hung  in  chains 
between  Edinburgh  and  Leith  :  the 
knife  with  which  he  committed  the 
murders  being  stuck  thro'  his  hand, 
which  should  be  advanced  over  his 
head,  and  fixed  therewith  to  the  top 
of  the  gibbet.  Mr.  Hunter  was  ex- 
ecuted, in  strict  conformity  to  the 
above  sentence,  on  the  ^U  of  Au- 
gust, 1700 :  but  Mr.  Gordon  soon 
afterwards  petitioned  the  sheriff  that 
'  the  body  might  be  removed  to  a 
more  distant  spot,  as  its  hanging  on 
the  bide  of  the  highway,  through 
which  he  frequently  passed,  tend^srl 
to  re-cxcite  hb  grief  for  the  occaudu. 
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that  bad  drtC  0 

rcquUitioa 

plied  tritli,  Mid,  Ml  a  fear  d^f,  the 

body  wai  leaMiv ed  to 

a  tflMll   tillage,   acai 

aanicd  BreogkiM* 

ft  if  eqaallj  trae,  and  heri'id  le 
relate,  that,  at  tbe  place  ofeacoi- 
iioo,  Haater  eloaed  hii  lUe  witk  tiK 
Ibllowiog  •iM>ckiBg  dedaratioa  &— > 
There  it  no  God^I  do  not  b»- 
liere  there  if  aaj  ;  or,  if  there  i^ 
I  hold  hia  in  deiance.'  Tet  tkm 
infidel  had  beea  regarded  aa  a  ■t- 
nister  of  the  Gotpef ! 

A  few  serions  and  ■pportant  le- 
flectiont  will  natarallj  oocnr  to  Ae 
Bind  on  pc  raring  tUi  me lanrholy 
narralife.  Mr*  Hnnter 
eated  in  a  lanner  greatly 
to  the  ralgar ;  and  he  was  of  a  pro- 
fetfion  that  onght  to  hare  set  an  ex- 
ample of  rirtae,  instead  of  a  pattern 
of  rice :  yet  neither  his  edncation 
nor  profession  conM  actnate  as  pre- 
▼entive  remedies  against  a  crime  the 


It  b  a  shocking  part  of  Hnnin^ 
story  that  he  was  one  of  a  societf 
of  abandoned  yonng  fellows,  who 


most  abhorrent  to  all  the  feeCogs  of    occasionally  assembled  to  ridknie 


hnBMnity. 

His  first  offence,  great  as  it  was, 
eonld  be  considered  as  no  other  than 
a  prologae  to  the  dismal  tragedy 
that  ensued;  a  tragedy  that  was 
attended  with  almost  erery  potriblo 
circomstance  of  aggraratioo ;  for 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gordon  had  done  no- 
thing to  him  that  coald  tempt  him 
to  any  thoaghts  of  rerenge ;  and  the 
ehildren  were  too  yonng  to  hare 
oiieaded  him,  eren  in  intention: 
Omj  Miply  BMntioned  to  their 
parents  a  cireamstance  that  to  them 
appeared  somewhat  extraordinary ; 
I,  Mr.  flnnter^s  character 


the  scriptares,  and  make  a  mockery 
of  the  being  and  attrtbntes  of  God ! 
Is  it  then  to  be  wondered  that  this 
wretch  fell  an  example  of  the  ex- 
emplary  jnstice  of  DIrine  Prori- 
dence?  Perhaps  a  fate  no  lem  drend- 
fnl  attended  nmny  of  his  compa- 
niotts:  but,  thdr  histoiiei  have  not 
reached  onr  hands. 

There 
ably  shocking  in  dcnyinc  the 
istenoe  of  that  God  «in  whom  we 
live,  move,  and  have  onr  being,' 
that  it  ttanumingany  sann  who  feels 
that  he  did  not  create  himself  can  be 

an  Atheist. 


I 
e 
i 
I 
I 
s 
k 
k 
k 


MICHAEL  VAN  BERGHEN,  CATHERINE  VAN  BERGHEN, 

AND  DROMELIUS, 
m0r^vrK»  worn  rmu  uvunmn.  or  tbcik  guist,  mm-  oiAf^n.  xobjlis. 

^m^m  erimim^  were  nali vei  of    East  Sm&tkMd  in  \7«Xj  anA  ^V«* 
^kOf    kmrmg  aetlled   io    Geraldini  DromNS&aa  icAcA  in  i^ffvc 
•  P9hl9ck^m9e  m    •crvnnt.   Mf.»ofm^aa^w«tei 
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fnfleouui,  who  lodged  at  an  inn 
near  Ald^te^  and  who  went  into 
the  honte  of  Van  Berghen  about 
eight  o'clock  in  the  eTening,  and 
continned  to  drink  there  till  about 
defen.  Finding  himself  rather  in* 
toxicated,  he  desired  the  maid  ser- 
Yaat  to  call  a  coach  to  carry  him 
iKMne.  As  she  was  going  to  do  so 
her  mistress  whispered  her,  and  bid 
her  return  in  a  little  time,  and  saj 
that  a  coach  was  not  to  be  pro* 
cored.  These  directions  being  oh. 
serred,  Norris,  on  the  maid's  re- 
turn, resolfed  to  go  without  a 
coach,  and  accordingly  took  his 
kare  of  the  family ;  but  he  had  not 
gone  far  before  he  discoTered  that 
he  had  been  robbed  of  a  pnrse  con* 
taining  a  sum  of  money;  where* 
npon  he  returned,  and  charged  Van 
Berghoi  and  his  wife  with  haTtng 
been  guilty  of  the  robbery.  This 
they  positiTely  denied,  and  threat* 
ened.to  turn  him  out  of  the  house ; 
bnt  he  refused  to  go,  and  resolutely 
went  into  a  room  where  the  cloth ' 
yas  laid  for  supper. 

At  this  time  Dromelius  entered  the 
room,  and,  threatening  Mr.  Norrls 
ii  a  caTaller  manner,  the  latter  re. 
MBted  the  insult,  and  at  length  a 
qmrnl  ensued.  At  this  juncture 
Van  Berghen  seized  a  poker,  with 
which  he  fractured  Mr.  Norris's 
skull,  and  in  the  mean  time  Dro* 
■dins  stabbed  him  in  different  parts 
of  the  body,  Mrs.  Van  Ikrghen 
bring  present  during  the  perpetnu 
tioo  of  the  horrid  act.  When  Mr. 
Norris  was  dead  they  stripped  him 
cf  hu  coat,  waistcoat,  hat,  wig,  ftc 
tiid  then  Van  Berghen  and  Drome* 
has  carried  the  hodyj  and  threw  it 
hito  a  ditch  which  communicated 
with  the  Thames  ;  and  in  the  mean 
tee  Mn.  Van  Berghen  washed  the 


blood  of  the  deceased  from  the  floor 
of  the  room.  The  clothes,  which 
had  been  stripped  from  the  deceased, 
were  put  up  in  a  hamper,  and  com* 
mitted  to  the  care  of  DromelinS| 
who  took  a  boat,  and  carried  them 
Of  er  to  Rotherhithe,  where  he  em- 
ployed the  waterman  to  carry  the 
hamper  to  lodgings  which  he  had 
taken,  and  in  which  he  proposed  to 
remain  until  he  could  find  a  faTor* 
able  opportunity  of  embarking  for 
Holland. 

The  next  morning,  at  low  water, 
the  body  of  a  man  was  found,  and 
soTeral  of  the  neighbours  went  to 
take  a  fiew  of  it,  and  endea* 
▼oured  to  try  if  they  could  trace 
any  blood  to  the  place  where  the 
murder  might  hare  been  committed ; 
but,  not  succeeding  in  this,  some  of 
them,  who  were  up  at  a  Yery  early 
hour,  recollected  that  they  had  seen 
Van  Berghen  and  Dromelius  coming 
almost  from  the  spot  where  the  body 
was  found,  and  remarked  that  a 
light  had  been  carried  backwards 
and  forwards,  in  Van  Berghen's 
house.  Upon  this  the  house  wai 
searched;  but  no  discovery  wraa 
made,  except  that  a  little  blood  was 
found  behind  the  door  of  a  room, 
which  appeared  to  hare  bten  lately 
mopped.  Inquiry  was  made  after 
Dromelius,  but  Van  Berghen  and  hit 
wife  would  gWe  no  other  account 
than  he  had  left  their  serrice :  on 
which  they  were  taken  intocttstody, 
with  the  servant  maid,  who  was  the 
principal  eridence  against  them.  At 
this  time  the  waterman  who  had  car* 
ried  Dromelius  to  Rotherhithe,  and 
who  knew  him  very  well,  appeared^ 
and  he  was  likewise  taken  into  cus- 
tody. The  prisoners  were  tried  by 
a  jury  of  half  Englishmen  and  haU 
foreigners,*  to  whom  all  the  circum. 


1 


_*  Thii  is  an  indalgence  of  the  laws  of  England  to  accused  foreigners,  which  no  other 
tMttrj  aftyrds  in  snch  cases.  Wherever  sis  men  can  be  found  of  the  nation  of  the  pri- 
wwr,  thej  are  impanelled  with  the  same  number  of  Englishmen.  Daring  the  Americsii 
«w»  in  the  jcar  1778,  when  the  Ro^al  Westminster  Regiment  of  Middletei  Militia  wm 


KNAPP  k  BALDWIN*!  NEWGATE  CALENDAE. 


ftanees  above  oMBtiOBcd  appeared  to  Uiem  all.     Mr.  Van  Berghea, 

fltrikin^,  llut  thej  did  noC  hcsiute  able  to  f  peak  iatdligiblj  in 

to  (iod  tbe  prisoners  ffaittj ;  and  ac«  convened  in  I^atin  ;  from  whick  it 

cordiagjjr  tbey  received  fentcnoe  of  mij  be  inferred  tbat  be  bad  beta 

deatb.  edacated  in  a  stjie  saperior  to  tbe 

After  conden  nation,  and  a  ibort  rank  of  life  vbicb  be  bad  lately  held, 

time  before  tbe  day  of  eiecntioo.  He  taid  tbat  tbe  mnrder  was  not 

Dromelios  assured  tbe  Ordinary  of  committed  in  his  boose,  and  tbat  be 

Newgate  tbat  tbe  murder  vra»  com*  knew  no  more  of  it  tban  that  Oro* 

mitted  by  himself,  and  tbat  it  was  melius  cace  to  him  while  be  lay  ia 


preceded  and  followed  by  these 
drcnnutanoet,  viz. : — Mr.  Korris 
being  very  much  in  liquor,  and  de» 
siroos  of  goiag  to  bis  inn,  Mr.  Van 
Berghea  directed  him  to  attend  bim 
tbitber:  soon  after  they  left  tbe 
bouse,  Norris  went  into  a  broken 
bniMiag,  where,  using  opprubrions 
language  to  Dromelins,  and  attempt- 
ing to  draw  bin  fword,  be  wresttMl 
it  from  his  hand,  and  stabbed  him 
with  it  in  several  places :  that  this 
being  done,  Norris  groaned  very 
much ;  and  Dromelius  hearing  a 
watchman  coming,  and  fearing  a 
discovery,  drew  a  knife,  cut  bis 
throat,  and  thereby  put  an  end  to 
bis  life.  In  answer  to  this  it  was 
said,  that  the  ttory  was  altogether 
improbable;  for  If  Mr.  Norris  bad 
beeo  killed  in  tbe  manner  above 
nentioaed,  some  blood  would  have 
beeo  found  on  the  spot,  and  there 
would  have  been  holes  in  his  clothes 
from  the  stabbing ;  neither  of  which 
was  tbe  case.  Still,  however,  Dru- 
Melius  persisted  in  his  declaration, 
with  a  view  to  save  the  life  of  bis 
mistress,  with  whom  be  was  thought 
to  have  an  Improper  conneiion. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Berghcn  were 
attended  at  the  place  of  eiecntion 
by  some  divines  of  their  own  coun« 
try,  as  well  as  an  English  clergy- 


bed,  informed  him  tbat  be  bad 
wonnded  the  gentleman,  and  begged 
bim  to  aid  hu  escape ;  bnt  that,  when 
be  knew  Mr.  Norris  was  murdered, 
he  offered  money  to  some  persons 
to  pursue  the  murderer :  thb,  how- 
ever, was  not  proved  on  his  trial. 
Mrs.  Van  Berghen  also  solemnly 
declared  that  she  knew  nothing  of 
the  murder  till  aftt- r  it  was  per- 
petrated, which  was  not  in  their 
house ;  that  Dromelius  coming  into 
the  chamber,  and  saying  he  had 
murdered  the  gentleman,  she  went 
for  the  hamper  to  hold  the  bloody 
clothes,  and  assisted  Dromelius  in 
bis  escape,  a  circumstance  whick 
would  not  be  deemed  criminal  in 
her  country.  This  was,  however, 
an  artful  plea ;  for,  in  Holland,  ae- 
eessories,  before  or  after  the  facty 
are  accounted  as  piindpab. 

Dromelins,  when  at  tbe  place  of 
execution^  persisted  in  hb  former 
tale ;  but  desired  the  prayers  of  the 
surrounding  multitude,  whom  be 
warned  to  beware  of  the  indulgence 
of  Tiolent  passions,  to  which  he  thee 
fell  an  untimely  sacrifice.  They  suf- 
fered near  the  Hartshorn  brewhouse, 
East  Smithfield,  being  the  nearest 
convenient  spot  to  the  place  where 
the  murder  was  committed,  on  the 
lOtb  of  July,  in  the  year  1700. 


tad  desired  the  prayers  of    The  bodies  of  the  men  were  bung  in 

•n  foard  at  Forton  prtton,  near  Gosport,  over  French  and  American  prisoners^  io»e  of 

Sf^^^^'  proTing  notom,  were  fired  apon  by  the  gaaid,  and  two  or  three  tberebj  killed* 

j^^contner  of  the  coaaty  fuminoned  a  jury,  and  twore  in  one  half  countrymen  of  tbe 

^J^*^*  «lwi^  tiUI  prisooen.    The  ooiueqaeiice  was,  that  loi  neat  two  Ax3%  1l  ^eidict 


*r     A^u!  *g*9ed  upon,  tbe  Anericans  persiiiUng  m  \U  be\ii% Yicoa^i  Va  w\\l^ 
roahiajj   V^^  ^^  coapramised  Che  affair  for  saamlan^et  -,  ibA  t^bcM  wm  ^^ 
^'Obembiucd  by  men  charged  with  tcb^lUoa.  *' 
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chains,  betweenBow  and  Mile-cod; 
but  the  woman  was  buried. 

Thedenial  by  this  unhappy  couple 
of  the  crime,  at  the  very  momeot 
their  fOuls  must  appear  before  the 
Almifhty,.  and  after  such  clear 
proof,  on  which  a  jury,  one  half 
composed  of  their  own  country- 
men, without  hesitation  found  them 
guilty,  greatly  adds  to  their  turpt- 
tttde. 

From  the  above  narratlTO  an  ilnw 
portant  lesson  may  bo  learnt,  par* 
ticularly  by  our  country  readers. 
Mr,  Norrb  was  a  country  gentle- 
man :  the  house  kept  by  Van  Ber- 
ghcn  was,  atthe  best,  of  very  doubt- 
ful fame.  Country  gentlemen,  when 
called  to  London  on  business,  should 
be  particularly  cautious  never  to 
entersnchahouse.  If  this  unhappy 
Dan  had  gone  only  where  business 


called  bim,  he  might  hare  escaped 
the  fatal  catastrophe  that  befel  hka, 
and  have  long  lived  to  bless  his  im* 
mily  and  friends,  and  do  credit  to 
his  country. 

In  the  discovery  of  this  marder 
the  intervention  of  Proridence  k 
obvious.  Every  possible  care  was 
taken  to  conceal  it ;.  yet  blood  was 
found  in  the  room  where  the  murder 
was  committed ;  and  the  thought* 
lessnesf  of  Dromellos  respecting  the 
waterman  contributed  to  lead  to  a 
ready  discovery  of  the  fact.  No^ 
thing  is  hid  from  the  all.seetng  eje 
of  God.  Let  the  righteoi«s  justice 
executed  on  the  malefactors  above 
mentioned  impress  on  the  minds  of 
our  readers  the  force  of  the  sixth 
commandment :—' Thou  shalt  do 
no  MUROsa/ 


ALEXANDER  BALFOUR, 

CONVICTED  OP  MUEDER. 


/ 


Thb  next  criminal  that  particu- 
larly calls  our  attention  was  of  a 
neble  family  in  Scotland,  a  mur- 
derer of  the  worst  description ;  yet 
in  whose  fate  we  have  an  extraor. 
diaary  dbpensation  of  Providence 
to  permitting  his  flight  from  justice, 
•ad  granting  him  a  long  life  after 
his  eoDviction  of  this  horrid  crime ; 
to  the  end,  withoutdoobt,  of  giving 
tins  for  repentance  to  so  great  a 
sinner. 

Alexander  Balfour  was  bom  in 
the  year  1687,  at  the  seat  of  hlj  la- 
ther,  Lord  Burleigh,  near  Kinross. 
He  was  first  sent  for  education  to  a 
tillage  called  Orwell,  near  the  place 
of  his  birth,  and  thence  to  the  Uni- 
twrity  of  St.  Andrew's,  where  he 
pursued  his  studies  with  a  diligence 
fcad  success  that  greatly  distinguish, 
ed  him.  Hid  father  had  intended  to 
have  sent  him  to  join  the  army  in 
Flanders,  under  the  comomnd  of  the 
Bake  of  Malborough,  in  which  he 


had  rational  expectation  of  his  rising 
to  preferment,  as  he  was  related  to 
the  Duke  of  Argyle  and  the  Earl  of 
Stair,  who  were  majors-general  la 
the  army  ;  but  this  scheme  unhap- 
pily did  not  take  place.  Mr.  Bal- 
four, while  at  his  father's  house 
during  a  vacation  at  the  university, 
became  enamoured  of  Miss  Anne 
Robertson,  who  officiated  as  teacher 
to  his  sisters.  This  young  lad  v  was 
possessed  of  considerable  talents, 
improved  by  a  superior  education ; 
but  Lord  Burleigh  being  apprised  of 
the  connexion  between  her  and  Us 
son,  she  was  discharged,  and  tlia 
young  gentleman  sent  to  make  the 
tour  of  France  and  Italy.  Before 
he  went  abroad,  he  sent  the  young 
lady  a  letter,  informing  her  that,  tf 
she  married  before  his  return,  he 
would  murder  her  husband.  Not- 
withstanding thb  threat,  which  slie 
might  presume  had  its  origin  in  n«« 
governable  passion^  she  mardedMt« 


8  KNAPP  ft  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 

When  Balfoor  returned  from  hb  pdd  no  regard  to  what  sbe  taid ; 

travels,  his  first  basiness  was  to  in-  but,  in  the  interim,  Balfoor  entered 

quire   for  Bliss  Robertson,    and,  the  schooUroom,   and,  finding  the 

learning  that  she  was  married,  he  husband,    shot    him    through  the 

proceeded  Immediately  to   Inner-  heart.     The-  confusion  consequent 

jkeithing,  when  he  saw  Mrs.  Syme  on  this  scene  favoured  his  escape; 

lilting  at  her  window,  nursing  the  but   he  was  taken  into  custody, 

first  child  of  her  marriage.     Recol-  within  a  few  days,  at  a  public- 

letting  his  former  threatenings,  she  house,  four  miles  from  Edinburgh; 

screamed  with  terror,  -and  called  to  and,  being  brought  to  trial,  was 

ber  husband  to  consult  his  safety,  sentenced   to  be  beheaded  by  the 

Mr.  Syme,  unconscious  of  offence,  maiden^*  in  respect  to  the  nobility 

^  Mr.  Pennant  givei  the  toUowing  Mrcoont  of  the  Maiden : — '  It  seerat  to  have  beeu 
confined  to  the  limits  of  the  forest  of  Hardwicke,  or  the  eighteen  towns  and  haroleti 
within  its  precincts.  The  time  wlien  thu  custom  took  place  is  unknown ;  whether  Earl 
Warren,  lord  of  this  forest,  might  have  establislied  it  among  the  sanguinary  laws  then  ia 
use  against  the  invaders  of  the  hunting  rites,  or  whether  it  might  not  take  place  after  thu 
woollen  mannfactares  at  Halifax  began  to  gain  strength,  is  uncertain.  The  last  is  vety 
probable;  for  the  wild  coontrj  around  the  town  was  inhabited  by  a  lawlem  set,  whosa 
depredations  on  the  cloth-tenters  might  soon  stifle  the  efforts  of  infant  industry.  For 
the  protection  of  trade,  and  for  the  greater  terror  of  offenden  by  speedy  execution,  this 
€«stom  seems  to  have  been  established,  so  as  at  last  to  receive  the  force  of  law,  which  was, 
"  That  if  %  felon  l>e  taken  witliin  the  liberty  of  the  forest  of  Hardwicke^  with  goods 
stolen  OQt  or  within  the  said  precincts,  either  hand-habend,  back-benind,or  oonfessiooed, 
to  the  value  of  thirteen  pence  halfpenny,  he  shall,  after  three  market-days  within  the 
town  of  Halifax,  next  after  such  apprehension,  and  being  condemned,  be  taken  to  the 
gibbet,  and  there  have  his  head  cut  from  his  body." 

'  The  offender  had  always  a  fair  trial ;  for  as  soon  as  he  was  taken  he  was  brought  to 
the  lord's  bailiff  at  Halifax ;  he  was  then  exposed  oo  tlie  three  markets  (which  here  were 
held  thrice  a  week),  placed  in  the  stocks,  with  the  goods  stolen  on  his  back,  or,  if  the 
theft  was  of  the  cattle  kind,  they  were  placed  by  him ;  and  this  was  done  both  to  strike 
terror  into  others,  and  to  produce  new  informations  against  him.  The  Iniliff  then  sum- 
moned four  freeholders  of  each  town  within  the  forest  to  form  a  jury.  The  felon  and 
prosecutors  were  brought  face  to  face ;  the  goods,  the  cow  or  horse,  or  whatsoever  was 
•tolen,  produced.  If  he  was  found  guilty,  he  was  remanded  to  prison,  had  a  week*s  timo 
allowed  for  preparation,  and  then  was  conveyed  to  this  spot,  where  his  head  was  struck 
off  by  this  machine.  I  should  have  premised,  that  if  the  criminal,  either  after  apprehen- 
wion,  or  in  the  way  to  execution,  could  escape  out  of  the  limits  of  the  forest  (part  being 
close  to  the  town),  the  bailiff  had  no  further  power  over  him ;  but  if  he  should  be  caught 
within  the  precincts  at  any  time  after,  he  was  immediately  executed  on  his  former 
lentence. 

'  Thu  privilege  was  very  freely  used  during  the  reign  of  JSIinbeth ;  the  records  before 
that  time  were  lost.  Twenty-five  suffered  in  her  reign,  ahd  at  least  twelve  from  16^  to 
1650 ;  after  which,  I  believe,  the  privilege  was  no  more  exerted. 

*Tbb  machine  of  death  is  now  dcstrojfed  ;  but  I  saw  one  of  the  same  kind  in  a  room 
under  the  parliament-house  in  Edinburgh,  where  it  was  introduced  by  (he  Recent  Mor- 
ton, who  took  a  model  of  it  as  he  passed  through  Halifax,  and  at  length  suffered  by  it 
himself.  It  b  in  form  of  a  painter's  easel,  and  about  ten  feet  high  ;  at  four  feet  from 
the  bottom  is  the  cross  bar  on  which  the  felon  lays  his  head,  which  is  kept  dovm  by 
another  placed  above.  In  the  inner  edges  of  the  frame  are  grooves ;  in  these  is  placed  a 
aharp  axe,  with  a  vast  weight  of  lead,  supported  at  the  very  summit  with  a  peg ;  to  that 
ytm  is  fastened  a  cord,  which  the  executioner  cutting,  the  axe  falls,  and  does  the  affair 
emtually,  without  suffering  the  unhappy  crimmal  to  underso  a  repetition  of  strokes,  as 
bis  been  the  case  in  the  common  method.  I  most  add,  that,  if  th<%  sufferer  is  condemned 
fer  sCealing  a  horse  or  cow,  the  string  is  tied  to  the  beast,  which,  on  being  whipped* 
jNilb  out  the  peg,  and  becomes  the  executioner.' 

^  Tbag  we  Sad  that  tbe  guillotine  of  France  is  not  an  instmment  of  death  of  the  Inven- 
£m^  *vfcf!f^  ^^''''^'     Coring  tbe  Bevolotion,  tliis  instrument,  pieciaeX^  «i  vV%e  xno^V  ^ 
-  T  ^'^"^  "*^  Copied ^  becmnse  it  produced  a  death  ipore  VnrtintenwyM^  laA  qwa^* 
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of  hb  familjT.  The  scaffold  was 
aetnallj erected  for  the  purpose; 
bat|  00  the  preceding  day,  his  titter 
weat  to  TisU  him,  and,  being  very 
aiach  like  him  in  face  and  itature, 
they  changed  clothes,  and  he  made 
hit  escape  from  the  priton.  Hit 
friendt  hating  profided  a  tenrant 
and  horset  for  him,  at  the  west  gate 
of  Edinburgh,  they  rode  to  a  dis- 
tant fillage,  where  he  changed  his 


dothes  again,  and  afterwards  left 
the  kingdom.  Lord  Burleigh,  the 
father,  died  in  the  reign  of  Qneea 
Anne ;  but  had  first  obtained  a  par- 
don for  his  son,  who  succeeded  to 
the  family  title  and  honours,  and 
who  liYc4  nearly  fifty  years  after 
his  escape,  having  died,  in  176S,  a 
sincere  penitent  for  the  murder  he 
had  committed* 


JOHN  HOLLIDAY,  aUas  SIMPSON^ 


EXECUTED    POR   HOUSEBREAKING. 

This  nan,  whose  career  of  fil-    used  to  take  frequent  opportunities 

of  robbing  the  tents  of  the  officers : 
and  once,  when  the  army  lay  before 
Mens,  and  his  majesty  commanded 
in  person,  Simpson  happened  to  bo 
one  of  those  who  were  selected  to 
guard  the  royal  tent.  On  an  even. 
ral  of'hii  confederates  in  acts  of  ing  when  the  Ring,  accompanied 
▼tllainy,  repaired  to  London,  whore    by  the  Earl,  afterwards  Duke,  of 


Uiny  in  England  was  not  long,  had 
committed  a  ? ariety  of  depredations 
In  Flanden,  where  he  served  as  a 
soldier  nnder  King  William  II L 
Go  the  peace  of  Ryswick  he  re- 
ceived  hb  discharge,  and,  with  se?e. 


they  fomed  themsel? es  into  a  gang 
of  robbers,  of  which  Holliday,  un. 
dcr  the  name  of  Simpson,  was  ap- 
pointed their  captain. — We  can 
trace  but  few  particulars  of  the  de- 
predatioDS  they  committed  in  Lon. 
don  and  its  environs,  farther  than 
that  they  were  alternately  highway- 
men  and  housebreakers. 

In  the  year  1700  Holliday  was 
indicted,,  in  the  name  of  Simpson, 
for  a  burglary  in  the  house  of  Eli. 
labeth  Gawden,  and  stealing  there« 
ont  two  feather  beds,  and  other 
articles;  to  which  he  pleaded  guilty, 
and  was,  for  that  offence,  hanged 
at  Tjburn. 

While  nnder  sentence  of  death. 


Marlborough,  and  Lord  Cutts,  went 
out  to  take  a  view  of  the  situation 
of  the  army,  Simpson,  with  a  de- 
gree of  impudence  peculiar  to  him- 
self, went  into  his  roajesty^s  tent, 
and  stole  about  a  thousand  pounds. 
It  was  some  days  before  this  money 
was  missed,  and  when  the  robbery 
was  discovered,  Simpson  escap^ 
all  suspicion.  He  said  he  had  com- 
mitted more  robberies  than  he 
could  possibly  recollect,  haring 
been  a  highwayman  as  well  as  a 
housebreaker. 

He  committed  nnmerous  robbe- 
ries in  Flanders  as  well  as  in  Eng- 
land, and  he  affirmed  that  the  gates 
of  the  city  of  Ghent  had  been  twice 


he  made  the  following  confession  of    shut  up  within  a  fortnight  to  pre- 
the singular  and  daring  robberies     Tent  his  escape;  and  that  when  he 


he  had  committed:  his  officers — the 
church — nay  the  king  himself,  were 
plundered  by  this  daring  Tillain. 
He  said  that  his  name  was  not 
Simpson,  but  Holliday,  and  that, 
during  a  great  part  of  the  war  in 
^  reign  of  King  William,  he  was 
e  soldier  in  Flanders,   where  he 


was  taken,  his  arms,  legs,  back, 
and  neck,  were  secured  with  irons; 
in  which  condition  he  was  carried 
through  the  streets,  that  he  might 
bo  seen  by  the  crowd. 

Simpson,  and  two  of  his  com- 
panions, used  frequently  to  stop 
and  rob.  the  Roman  Catholici  at 
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fife  o'clock  In  the  morning,  as  iktj 
were  going  to  uiam  :  he  nrpeatedlj 
broke  into  the  chnrches  of  Brnssels, 
Mechlin,  and  Antwerp,  and  stole 
the  siifer  plate  from  the  altar. 

This  offender  further  acknow. 
ledged  that,  having  killed  one  of  his 
companions  in  a  quarrel,  he  was 
apprehended,  tried,  and  condemned 


In  a  few  days  after  he  had  obu 
tained  his  pardon,  he  broke  inte 
the  church,  and  robbed  it  of  plats 
to  the  value  of  twche  hundred 
pounds ;  which  he  was  the  hetter 
enabled  to  do,  as  he  was  acquainted 
with  the  avenues  of  the  church,  and 
knew  where  the  plate  was  deposited. 
He  was  apprehended  on  suspidoa 


for  the  fact,  by  a  court-martial  of    of  this  sacrilege  ;  for,  as  a  crime  of 
officers,  and  sentenced  to  be  eze«     this  kind  is  seldom  committed  hj 


cuted  on  the  following  day,  in  sight 
of  the  army,  which  was  to  be  drawn 
up  to  see  the  execution.  During 
the  night,  however,  he  found  means 
to  escape,  and  took  refuge  in  the 
church  of  St.  Peter  in  Ghent,  where 
the  army  then  lay.  Being  thus  in  a 
place  of  sanctuary,  he  applied  to 
the  priests,  who  inade  interest  with 
Prince  Eugene;  and  their  joint  in- 
tercession with  King  William,  who 
arrived  in  the  city  about  four  days 
after  wards,  obtained  hbfull  pardon, 
and  he  immediately  joined  the  army. 


the  natifes  of  the  country,  it  was 
conjectured  that  it  must  have  been 
perpetrated  by  some  one,  at  least, 
of  the  soldiers ;  and  information 
being  given  that  two  Jews  had  enu 
barked  in  a  boat  on  the  Scheldt  for 
Middleburgh  on  the  day  succeeding 
the  robbery,  and  that  Simpson  had 
been  seen  in  company  with  these 
Jew3,  this  occasion^  hb  being 
taken  into  custody ;  but^  as  no 
proof  arose  that  he  had  sold  any 
plate  to  these  men,  it  was  thobght 
iiecessary  to  dismiss  him. 


GEORGE  GRIFFITHS, 

EXECUTED  FOB   AOBUEaV. 


This  young  man  received  the 
education  of  a  gentleman,  was  arti- 
cled as  clerk  to  an  attorney  of  high 
repute,  and  enjoyed  the  utmost  lati- 
tude of  confidence  with  his  master, 
but  which  a  course  of  dusipation 
destroyed,  and  finally  brought  him 
to  an  untimely  end.  His  misfor- 
tunes  may  pro? e  a  lesson  to  young 
gentlemen  intended  for  the  learned 
professions,  while  the  danger  which 
a  young  lady,  his  master's  daughter, 
had,  through  him,  nearly  fallen  into, 
will,  we  trust,  beacaution  to  females 
against  placing  their  affections  with- 
out the  sanction  of  their  parents. 

Mr.  Griffiths  was  born  at  Thet. 

ford,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and 

tras  the  son  of  aa  eminent  apothe* 

ear/-  of  that  town.     On  the  expira- 

iron  of  the  term  of  his  clerkship,  be 

^^  retniaed  hy  hia  master^  on  a 


handsome  salary ,  to  manage  his  busi- 
ness, and  he  discharged  his  duty  for 
a  considerable  time  with  great  rego. 
larity ;  but  unhappily  bccomiug  ac 
quaintcd  with  some  young  lawyers, 
who  possessed  more  money  than  dis- 
cretion, he  soon  spent  the  little  for- 
tune which  his  father  had  bequeathed 
to  him,  and  also  became  indebted  to 
several  of  his  master's  employers. 

During  great  part  of  Griffilhs's 
servitude,  the  only  daughter  of  his 
employer  had  been  at  a  boarding* 
school  at  Windsor,  for  the  ad? an« 
tage  of  education ;  and  now  re- 
turning home,  her  father,  who  was 
uncommonly  tender  of  her,  request- 
ed that  she  would  take  his  domestic 
affairs  under  Viet  owiv  maivag^ement 

This  o\d  genWemau   Wvck%  lt«^ 
quent]ly  fromViome^vYkeWtAx^^eai 
the  ofhce  was  commiiud  Vo  ib^  caxa 
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of  Mr.  Griffiths ;  and  an  intimacy 
•oon  ensued  between  bim  and  the 
young  lady,  in  whose  company  he 
spent  all  those  evenings  in  which 
he  had  not  particular  engagements 
with  his  old  associates.  The  consc* 
quence  was,  that  their  acquaintance 
ripened  into  esteem ;  their  esteem 
into  love.  The  reciprocal  declara- 
tion soon  took  place,  and  the  young 
lady  considered  Mr.  Griffiths  as  the 
man  who  was  to  be  her  future  hus- 
band. 

Some  short  time  after  this  attach* 
mcnt  Griffiths  was  under  the  neces- 
sity of  attending  his  master  on  the 
Norfolk  circuit ;  and,  while  he  was 
in  the  country,  he  held  a  constant 
correspondence  with  the  young 
lady :  but  the  father  was  totally 
unacquainted  with  all  that  had  pass- 
ed, and  had  not  formed  the  least 
idea  that  his  daughter  had  any  kind 
of  connexion  with  his  clerk  ;  but  at 
length  the  circumstance  of  the  affair 
transpired  in  the  following  manner : 

The  daughter  having  gone  to 
Windsor  for  a  few  days,  on  a  visit 
to  her  former  acquaintance,  con- 
tuued  to  correspond  with  Mr. 
CMSths.  On  a  particular  day«  when 
Griffiths  was  not  at  home,  it  hap- 
pened that  a  letter  was  brought  to 
the  office,  directed  to  this  unfortu- 
nate man ;  when  one  of  the  clerks, 
imagining  that  it  might  be  of  con. 
sequence,  carried  it  to  the  master, 
at  an  adjacent  coffee-house.  It  is 
Impossible  that  any  language  should 
express  the  surprise  of  the  old 
gentleman  when  he  saw  the  name 
of  his  daughter  subscribed  to  a 
letter,  in  which  she  acknowledged 
herself  as  the  future  wife  of  the 
clerk. 

The  father  knew  that  Griffiths 
had  no  fortune ;  but  he  soon  found 
that  he  had  been  master  of  sufficient 
art  to  prevail  on  the  daughter  to 
believe  that  he  was  possessed  of  con- 
siderable property.     Hereupon  he 


represented  to  his  daughter  tks 
great  impropriety  of  her  conduct; 
in  answer  to  which  she  said  that 
Mr.  Griffiths  was  a  man  of  fortnne^ 
though  he  had  hitherto  carefully 
concealed  this  circumstance  from 
her  father.  However,  it  was  no^ 
long  before  a  discoverjr  was  made, 
which  reprcMnted  Mr.  Griffiths's 
situation  in  a  light  equally  new  and 
contemptible. 

His  master,  for  a  considerable 
time  past,  had  acted  as  the  solicitor 
in  a  capital  cause  depending  in 
Chancery;  but  the  determination 
respecting  it  had  been  put  off,  on 
account  of  Ijord  Somers  being  re- 
moved from  the  office  of  chancellor, 
and  the  great  seal  given  In  commis- 
sion to  Sir  Nathan  Wright.  The 
solicitor  had  received  immense  sums 
while  the  cause  was  depending, 
which  he  had  committed  to  the  care 
of  his  clerk  ;  but  the  latter,  pressed 
for  cash  to  supply  his  extravagance, 
purloined  some  of  this  money.  At 
length  the  cause  was  determined, 
and  Griffiths  was  called  upon  to 
account  to  his  master  for  the  money 
in  his  hands. 

Alarmed  at  this  sudden  demand, 
he  knew  not  what  course  to  take. 
He  was  already  considerably  in- 
debted to  different  people,  and  had 
not  a  friend  to  whom  he  could  ap- 
ply for  as  much  money  as  was  defi- 
cient in  his  accounts ;  but,  being 
driven  to  the  utmost  necessity,  he 
came  to  the  resolution  of  breaking 
open  his  master's  bureau,  which  he 
did  while  the  family  were  asleep, 
and  stole  a  considerable  sum  of 
money ;  but,  as  nothing  else  except 
money  was  stolen,  Griffiths  would 
very  probably  have  escaped  suspi- 
cion, had  he  not  been  tempted  to  a 
repetition  of  his  crime* 

At  this  time  the  old  gentleman 
and  his,  daughter  went  to  Ton« 
bridge;  and,  during  their  residence 
at  that  place  of  amusement^  Grif- 
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itht  procured  a  kej  that  would 
oolock  his  master's  boreau*  from 
whence  again  he  took  money  to  a 
considerable  aaoant  On  the  mas- 
ter's  return,  he  missed  this  sum ; 
bat  still  he  did  not  suspect  Griffiths, 
as  the  drawer  was  found  locked  : 
hereupon  he  deposited  his  jewels  in 
the  bureau,  but  locked  up  his  monejr 
in  another  place* 

The  amour  betwixt  Griffiths  and 
the  young  lady  still  continued ;  and 
they  would  soon  have  been  married 
at  the  Fleet,  but  that  a  fatal  cir. 
cnmstance  now  arose,  which,  hap. 
pily  for  her,  brought  her  connexion 
loa  period. 

Griffiths  being,  as  already  ob« 
lenred,  possessed  of  a  key  that 
would  open  his  master's  bureau, 
and  disposed  to  go  out  and  spend  a 
cheerful  evening  witli  his  old  asso* 
ciates,  now,  during  their  absence, 
opened  the  drawer,  but  was  greatly 
disappointed  in  not  meeting  with  the 
money  that  was  usually  left  there : 
finding,  howerer,  jewels  in  itsstead, 
he  stole  a  diamond  ring,  which  he 
carried  to  a  Jeweller,  and  sold  for 
twelve  pounds ;  and  then  went  to 
spend  his  evening  as  he  had  intend- 
ed.  The  old  lawyer  came  home  at 
ten  o'clock  at  night,  and,  casually 
looking  into  his  drawer,  found  the 
ring  was  gone ;  and,  being  enraged 
at  this  renewed  robbery,  he  had 
every  person  in  the  house  carefully 
searched ;  but  no  discovery  was 
made. 

Griffiths  did  not  return  till  a  late 

hour,  and  on  the  following  day  h» 

employer  told  him  what  had  hap- 

peocd,  and  requested  that  he  would 

go  to  the  several  jewellers'  shops, 

and  make  inquiry  for  the  lost  ring. 

Griffiths  pretended  obedience,  and, 

when  he  returned,  acquainted  hb 

MBMBter  that  all  his  inquiries  respect. 

Arr-ir  had  been  ineffectaal. 

iTotrercr,  m  dhcorerj  of  the  party 

^Ao  AMdheen  gmlij  of  the  robberj 


was  made  in  the  following  singular 
manner:— The  jeweller  who  had 
bought  the  ring  frequented  the 
same  coffeehouse  with  the  gentle* 
man  who  had  lost  it,  and  was  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  him,  though 
he  knew  nothing  of  Griffiths.  Now 
the  jeweller,  having  carefully  eza. 
mined  the  ring  after  he  had  bought 
it,  and  therefore  concluded  that  it 
had  been  obtained  in  an  illegal  man- 
ner, being  a  man  who  was  much 
above  the  idea  of  having  his  inte* 
grity  suspected,  related  the  parti- 
culars  of  his  purchase  at  the  coffee- 
house, which  the  person  hearing 
who  had  lost  the  ring,  desired  t«. 
have  a  sight  of  it;  and,  on  the  first 
inspection,  knew  it  to  be  that  which 
he  had  lost. 

The  person  of  Griffiths  was  now 
so  exactly  described  by  the  jewel* 
ler,  that  there  could  be  little  doubt 
but  that  he  was  the  thief ;  where- 
fore he  was  desired  to  go  to  the 
chambers,  with  a  constable,  and 
take  him  into  custody,  if  he  ap* 
peared  to  be  the  man  who  had  sold 
the  ring.  As  this  was  really  the 
case,  he  was  carried  before  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  accused  of  the 
crime,  which  he  immediately  con* 
fessed ;  and,  likewise,  that  he  had 
robbed  his  master  of  money,  in  the 
manner  we  have  already  related. 

Griffiths,  in  consequence  hereof, 
wai  committed  to  Newgate  ;  and, 
being  arraigned  at  the  nex*  ^-^sions 
at  the  Old  Baiky,  he  pleaded  guilty 
to  the  indictment,  and  sentchce  of 
death  was  passed  on  him  accordingly. 

As,  in  his  situation,  it  was  natu* 
ral  to  suppose  that  he  w  >uld  at 
tempt  to  correspond  with  ttie  young 
lady  to  whom   be  had  aspired  as  a 
wife,  a  proper  person  was  employed 
by  her  father  to  intercept  his  let* 
ters  ;  a  service  that  was  performed 
with  such care^ l\\aliio\.oi\^  teatVi^ 
herhandS)  tloui^h  il  cotA^dL«xi^te 
number  were  wnttaa. 
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lin  ligiUlii  lliwit  fjTV  coAtiderable 

When  Mr.  Griffiths  foaDd  that 
he  had  nothing  to  hope  from  the 
intenrention  of  the  royal  mercjr, 
and  comeqnently  that  aJl*the  yiews 
with  which  he  had  flattered  himself 
in  wedlock  were  Tanished,  he  began 
seriooslj  to  prepare  himself  for  that 
state  in  which  persons  ^  neither 
many,  nor  are  gi? en  in  marriage.' 
He  ?ery  jastly  altribnted  his  misfor« 
tones  to  the  associating  with  per- 
sons who  were  his  superiors  in  point 
of  ctrcnmstances,  and  the  making 
an  appearance  which  he  was  unable 
to  support,  in  order  to  secure  the 
object  of  his  withes.  He  died,  a 
penitent,  at  Tjbnm,  the  Ist  of 
Angust,  1700. 

More  than  one  lesson  of  useful  in- 
stmction  may  be  learnt  from  the 
preceding  melancholy  narratife. 
Among  the  number  of  our  young 
gentlemen  who  are  sent  to  the  inns 
of  court,  many  are  of  considerable 
fortune,  while  others  haTe  very 
scanty  stipends ;  for  it  is  the  ambi- 
tion  of  many  parents  to  plaoe  their 
children  in  stations  in  which  they 
cannot  support  them  with  the  re- 
quisite degree  of  credit  till  they  are 
enabled  to  proride  for  themsel? es  ; 
and  it  is  possible  that  this  may  be 
the  source  of  many  calamities.  The 
wbh  to  proTide  in  a  proper  manner 


for  our  children  is  as  laudable  as  U 
is  natural ;  but  many  ayputh  owes 
his  ruin  to  his  being  placed  in  a  si- 
tuation above  his  reasonable  views 
or  expectations. 

When  it  happens  that  a  young 
gentleman  whose  circumstances  are 
rather  contracted  is  sent  to  one  of 
our  inns  of  court,  instead  of  fre- 
quenting playhouses  and  tayeros 
with  those  of  more  liberal  fortune^ 
he  should  study  with  the  utmost  aa- 
siduity  the  reverend  sages  of  thm 
law,  by  which,  in  a  few  years,  ho 
may  render  himself  superior  to  thoso 
who,  at  the  present  Vnoment,  may 
look  down  on  him  with  a  degree  of 
contempt. 

With  regard  to  the  unhappy  8ub« 
ject  of  this  narrative,  we  have  only 
to  remark  that  a  rigid  perseverance 
in  the  paths  of  honour  might  have 
finally  procured  him  the  consumnuu 
tion  of  his  wishes.  On  a  presump- 
tion  that  he  was  enamoured  of  hia 
master's  daughter,  the  ready  way  to 
have  obtained  her  would  have  been 
to  have  sought  the  approbation  of 
her  father ;  and,  as  he  appears  to 
have  been  much  confided  in  by  the 
old  gentleman,  there  seems  to  be 
little  doubt  but  that  modest  perse* 
verance  would  have  ensured  hia  suc- 
cess :  besides  his  guilt  was  increased 
In  proportion  to  the  confidence  that 
his  master  reposed  in  hinu 


CAPTAIN  JOHN  KIDD, 

XXECUTED  FOR  PIRACT. 


PiEACT  is  an  ofience  committed 
on  the  high  seas,  by  villains  who 
man  and  arm  a  vessel  for  the  pur- 
pose of  robbing  fair  traders.  It  is 
also  piracy  to  rob  a  vessel  lying  in 
shore  at  anchor,  or  at  a  wharf. 
The  river  Thames,  until  the  excel- 
lent establishment  of  a  marine  po- 
lice, iras  infested  by  gangs  of  fresh- 
water pirates,  who  were  continually 
nmmg  abon^  watching  the  home* 


ward-bound  vessels;  which,  when* 
ever  an  opportunity  offered,  they 
boarded,  and  stole  whatever  part  of 
their  cargo  they  could  hoist  into 
their  boats.  But,  of  late  years,  the 
shipping  there,  collected  from  every 
part  of  the  habitable  globe,  have 
lain  in  tderable  security  against 
such  disgraceful  depredations,  and 
the  intnKlnction  of  the  dock  systaoa 
has  farther  increased  this  secori^. 
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Captain  John  Kidd  was  born  In 
the  town  of  Greenock,  in  Scotland, 
and  bred  to  the  sea.  Ha? ing  quit- 
ted bis  native  country,  he  resided  at 
New  York,  where  he  became  owner 
of  a  small  vessel,  with  which  he 
traded  among  the  pirates,  obtained  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  their  haunts, 
and  could  gife  a  better  account  of 
them  than  anj  other  person  what- 
ever. He  was  neither  remarkable 
lor  the  excess  of  his  courage  nor 
for  the  want  of  It.  In  a  word,  his 
ruling  passion  appeared  to  be  ava- 
rice ;  and  to  this  was  owing  his  con. 
nexion  with  the  pirates.  While  in 
their  company  he  used  to  converse 
and  act  as 'they  did ;  yet^  at  other 
times,  he  would  make  singular  pro- 
fessions of  honesty,  and  intimate 
how  easy  a  matter  it  would  be  to  ex. 
tirpate  these  abandoned  people,  and 
prevent  their  future  depredations. 

His  frequent  remarks  of  thu  kind 
engaged  the  notice  of  several  con- 
siderable planters,  who,  forming  a 
more  favorable  idea  of  him  than  his 
true  character  would  warrant,  pro- 
cured  him  the  patronage  with  which 
he  was  afterwards  honoured.  For 
a  series  of  years  great  complaints 
bad  been  made  of  the  piracies  com- 
mitted in  the  West  Indies,  which 
kad  been  great//  encouraged  by 
some  of  the  inhabitants  of  North 
America,  on  account  of  the  advan- 
tage they  derived  from  purchasing 
effects  thus  fraudulently  obtained. 
This  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
King  William  III.  he,  in  the  year 
1695,  bestowed  the  government  of 
New  England  and  New  York  on 
the  Earl  of  Bellamont,  an  Irish  no- 
bleman, of  distinguished  character 
and  abilities,  who  immediately  be. 
gan  to  consider  of  the  most  effectual 
method  to  redress  the  evils  com. 
piaiacd  of,  and  consulted  with  Co. 
Mife/  Leriogstonj  a,  gentlemtkn  who 
''•d  great  property  in  New  York, 
€faiAe  most  fcMsibie  aicps  to  ob. 


viate  the  evils  so  long  complained 
of.  At  this  juncture  Captain  Kidd 
was  arrived  from  New  York  in  a 
sloop  of  his  own :  him,  therefore, 
the  colonel  mentioned  to  Lord  fiel- 
lamont  as  a  bold  and  dariug  man, 
who  was  very  fit  to  be  employed 
against  the  pirates,  as  he  wu  per* 
fectly  well  acquainted  with  the 
places  which  they  resorted  to.  This 
plan  met  with  the  fullest  approba- 
tion of  his  lordship,  who  mentioned 
the  affair  to  his  Majesty,  and  re- 
commended it  to  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty :  but  such  were  then  the 
hurry  and  confusion  of  public  af- 
fairs, that,  though  the  design  was 
approved,  no  steps  were  taken  to- 
wards carrying  it  Into  execution. 

Accordingly  Colonel  Levingstoli 
made  application  to  I^ord  BellaF 
mont,  that,  as  the  affair  would  not 
well  admit  of  delay,  it  was  worthy 
of  being  undertaken  by  some  pri- 
vate persons  of  rank  and  dutinctioii, 
and  carried  into  execution  at  their 
own  expense,  notwithstanding  pub- 
lic encouragement  was  denied  it 
His  lordship  approved  of  this  pro. 
ject,  but  it  was  attended  with  con- 
siderable difficulty :  at  length,  how. 
ever,  the  Lord-Chancellor  Scimers, 
the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  the  Earl 
of  Romncy,  the  Earl  of  Oxford, 
and  some  other  persons,  with  Colo- 
nel Levingston,  and  Captain  Kidd, 
agreed  to  raise  6000/.  for  the  ex- 
pense of  the  voyage ;  and  the  colo- 
nel and  captain  were  to  have  a  fifth 
of  the  profits  of  the  whole  under- 
taking. 

Matters  being  thus  fat  adjusted^ 
a  commission,  in  the  usual  fonOf 
was  granted  to  Captain  Kidd,  to 
take  and  seize  pirates,  and  bring 
them  to  justice ;  but  there  was  no 
special  clause  or  proviso  to  restrain 
his  conduct  or  regulate  the  mode  of 
his  proceeding.  KVAA  ww  Yfwwn 
to  Lord  BeWamoM)  wid  an^^tet 
gcnilcmaii  preicnUA  Vm  Vo  V«>t4 
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Romney.  With  regard  to  the  other 
parlies  concerned,  he  was  wholly 
anacqaainted  with  them  ;  and,  so 
ill  was  thu  afiair  conducted,  that 
be  had  no  private  instructions  how 
to  act,  but  received  his  sailing  or* 
ders  frosn  Lord  BeHamont,  the  pur« 
port  of  which  was,  that  he  should 
act  agreeably  to  the  letter  of  his 
commission. 

Accordingly  a  Tcssel  was  pur- 
chased and  manned^  and  received 
the  name  of  the  Adventure  Galley ; 
and  in  this  Captain  Kidd  sailed  for 
New  York  towards  the  close  of  the 
year  1605,  and  in  his  passage  made 
priae  of  a  French  ship.    From  New 
YoriL  he  sailed  to  the  Madeira  Is- 
huds,  thence  to  Bonavista  and  St 
Jago,  and  from  this  last  place  to 
Madagascar.     He  now  began  to 
eruiso  at  the  entrance  of  the  Red 
Sea  ;  but,  not  being  successful  in 
those  haitndes,  he  sailed  to  Calicut, 
and  there  took  a  ship  of  one  hun- 
dred aod  ifty  tons'  burden,  which 
he  carried  to  Madagascar,  and  dis- 
posed of  there.    Having  sold  this 
pritt  he  again  put  to  sea,  and,  at 
the  eipiration  of  five  weeks,  took 
the  Qoedah  Merchant,  a  ship  of 
above  four  hundred  tons*  burden, 
the  master  of  which  was  an  English. 
man,  named  Wright,  who  had  two 
Batch  mates  on  board,and  a  French 
ganaer;  but  the  crew  consisted  of 
Moors,  natives  of  Africa,  and  were 
^ttt  ninety  in  number.     He  car. 
ried  the  ship  to  St.  Mary's,  near 
Madagascar,  where  he  burnt  the 
Adventure  Galley,  belonging  to  his 
ownen,  and  divided  the  lading  of 
thtQuedah  Merchant  with  his  crew, 
Uking  forty  shares  to  himself. 

They  then  went  on  board  the  last* 
mentioned  ship,  and  sailed  for  the 
Weit  Indies.  It  is  uncertain  whe- 
ther the  inhabitants  of  the  West  In- 
dia Uands  knew  that  Kidd  mas  a 
piratei  but  he  was  refused  refresh- 
ments at  AnguUla  and  St.  Thomas's, 


and  therefore  sailed  to  Mona,  be. 
twecn  Porto  Rico  and  Uispaniola, 
where,  through  the  management  of 
an  Englishman,  named  BoUon,  he 
obtained  a  supplyof  pro? isions  from 
Cura^oa.     He  now  bought  a  sloop 
of  Bolton,  in  which  bestowed  great 
part  of  his  ill-gotten  effects,  and  left 
the  Quedah  Merchant, with  eighteen 
of  the  ship's  company,  in  Bolton's 
care.     While  at  St  Mary's,  ninety 
men  of  Kidd*8  crew  left  him,  and 
went  on  board  the  Moeha  Mer- 
chant, an  East  India  ship,  which 
had  just  then  commenced  pirate. 

Kidd  now  sailed  in  the  sloop, 
and  touched  at  several  places,  where 
he  disposed  of  a  great  part  of  hb 
cargo,  and  then  steered  for  Boston, 
in  New  £ngland.  In  the  interim 
Bolton  sold  the  Quedah  Merchant 
to  the  Spaniards,  and  immediately 
sailed  as  a  passenger  in  a  ship  for 
Boston,  where  he  arrived  a  consi- 
derable time  before  Kidd,  and  gave 
information  of  what  had  happened 
to  Lord  Bellamont.  Kidd,  there, 
fore,  on  his  arrival,  was  seized  by 
order  of  Lis  lordship,  when  all  he 
had  to  urge  in  his  defence  was,  that 
he  thought  the  Quedah  Merchant 
was  a  lawful  priie,  as  she  was  man- 
ned with  Moors,  though  there  was 
no  kind  of  proof  that  this  vessel 
had  committed  any  act  of  piracy. 

Upon  this  the  Earl  of  Bellamont 
immediately  dispatched  an  account 
to  England  of  the  circumstances 
that  had  arisen,  and  requested  that 
a  ship  might  be  sent  for  Kidd,  who 
had  committed  several  other  noto- 
rio^  acts  of  piAicy.  The  ship 
Rochester  was  accordingly  sent  to 
bring  him  to  England ;  but  this 
vessel,  happening  to  be  disabled, 
was  obliged  to  return  :  a  circum* 
stance  which  greatly  increased  a 
public  clamour  which  had  for  a  time 
subsisted  respecting  this  afTiir,  and 
which,  no  doubt,  took  its  rise  from 
party  prejudice.     It  was  carried  to 
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such  a  height,  that  the  members  of 
parliament  for  several  places  were 
instructed  to  mo?o  the  House  for 
an  inquirj  into  the  affair ;  and  ac- 
cordingly it  was  moved,  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  ^  The  let. 
ters-patent  granted  to  the  Earl  of 
Bellamont  and  others,  respecting 
the  goods  taken  from  pirates,  were 
dishonourable  to  the  king,  against 
the  law  of  nations,  contrary  to  the 
laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm,  an 
invasion  of  property,  and  destruc- 
tive to  commerce.'  Though  a  ne- 
gative was  put  on  this  motion,  yet 
the  enemies  of  Lord  Somers  and 
the  Earl  of  Oiford  continued  to 
charge  those  noblemen  with  giving 
countenance  to  pirates ;  and  it  was 
even  iounuated  that  the  Earl  of 
Bellamont  was  not  less  culpable 
than  the  actual  offenders.  Another 
motion  was  accordingly  made  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  to  address  hb 
majesty  that  ^  Kidd  might  not  be 
tried  till  the  next  session  of  parlia- 
ment ;  and  that  the  Earl  of  iklla- 
niont  might  be  directed  to  send 
home  all  examinations  and  other 
papers  relative  to  the  affair.'  This 
motion  was  carried,  and  the  King 
complied  with  the  request  which 
was  made. 

As  soon  as  Kidd  arrived  in  Eng- 
land, he  was  sent  for,  and  exa- 
mined at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  with  a  view  to.  At  part 
of  his  guilt  on  the  parties  who  had 
been  concerned  in  sending  him  on 
the  expedition  ;  bat  nothing  arose 
to  criminate  any  of  those  distin- 
guished persons.l  Kidd,  who  was 
in  some  degree  intoxicated,  made  a 
very  contemptible  appearance  at 
the  bar  of  the  House;  on  which  a 
member,  who  had  been  one  of  the 


most  earnest  to  have  him  examined, 
violently  exclaimed,  *  Thu  fellow! 
I  thought  he  had  been  only  a 
knave,  but  unfortunately  he  hap. 
pens  to  be  a  fool  likewise.'  Kidd 
was  at  length  tried  at  the  old  Bai- 
ley, and  was  convicted  on  the  dear- 
est evidence ;  but  neither  at  that 
time  nor  afterwards  charged  any  of 
his  employers  with  being  privy  to 
his  infamous  proceedings. 

He  suffered,  with  one  of  his  com- 
panions (l>arby  Mullins),  at  Exe- 
cution Dock,  on  the  93d  of  Biay, 
1701.  After  Kidd  had  been  tied 
up  to  the  gallows,  the  rope  broke,* 
and  he  fell  to  the  ground;  bat 
being  immediately  tied  up  again, 
the  ordinary,  who  had  before  ei- 
horted  him,  desired  to  speak  with 
him  once  more ;  and,  on  this  second 
application,  entreated  him  to  make 
the  most  careful  use  of  the  few  far- 
ther moments  thus  providentiaOj 
allotted  him  for  the  final  preporo- 
tioQ  of  his  soul  to  meet  itsimportnt 
change.  Theseexhortationsappear- 
ed  to  have  the  wished-for  elbct; 
and  he  was  left,  professing  his  Pa- 
rity to  all  the  world,  and  his  hopm 
of  salvation  throiigh  the  merilBof 
his  Redeemer. 

Thus  ended  the  life  of  Ci^taia 
Kidd,  a  man  who,  if  he  had  enter- 
tained a  proper  regard  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  public,  or  even  to  his 
own  advantage,  might  have  beoosM 
an  useful  member  of  society,  instead 
of  a  disgrace  to  it.  The  opporto- 
nities  he  had  obtained  of  aoquiriog 
a  complete  knowledge  of  the  haaati 
of  the  pirates  rendered  him  one  of 
the  most  proper  men  in  the  world 
to  have  extirpated  this  nest  of  Til- 
lains  ;  but  his  own  avarice  defeated 
the  generous  views  of  some  of  the 


*  Ic  eases  of  this  distressing  nature,  and  which  hath  often  happened  to  the  miserabls 
mm£erer,  the  sheriff  ought  to  be  ponisbed.    It  is  his  duly  to  carry  ihe  sentence  of  ttie  lav 
iato  execatioii,  mnd  there  can  be  no  plea  for  not  prov'idmg  &  rope  oi  vaSbcAKOXiMnia^ 
*^f°ch  M  case  as  the  last,  it  is  in  fact  a  double  eiecuunn,u\ft\ctuv\iuaat---"''''"**'***"*^ 
^»^  ofbodjr  •ad  mind,  on  the  ajreadj  top-wreuhed  cuVpnl. 
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greatat  and  miHt  distingaiihcd  men  gcncroua  lenutioni  which  da  bo- 
of  the  ige in  which  be  lived.  HeDce  nour  to  humanity,  and  mnterUlly 
we  iniy  learo  ihedeitructi'enature  injured  his  country,  while  he  »ai 
at  atarice,  which  generally  coun-  brin^jing  final  dtigrace  on  hiniBelf, 
teractl  all  ill  own  purposes,  Cap-  The  stury  of  ihi.  wrclchtd  male- 
lain  Kidd  migtiL  haTe  acquired  a  faclor  will  ciTccIudlly  impre-ii  uii 
fortnae,  and  rendered  a  capital  ser-  the  mind  of  the  reader  the  (ruth  »{ 
vice  lo  hia  country,  in  a  point  ttie  the  old  utHtTvation,  that '  iluauiy 
noit  essential  lo  its  intertsls  ;  but  u  the  beat  poliry.* 
be  appeared  lo  be  dead  to  all  tho>c 


GEUttGt: 
UicirrED  roK  tiis  cruel  hubde 

SEDUCED    AND    PKO 

Was  t  native  uf  the  (own  of 
BroonKgrof^  in  Worccslcrihin-, 
where  he  was  articled  to  an  apoihe- 
taiy,  with  whom  he  served  hit  lime, 
and  theo  repaired  to  London,  where 
be  attended  sevi^ral  of  the  hospitals 
t«  obtain  an  insight  into  the  art  of 
tnrgery.  As  soon  as  he  became  tu. 
crably  acquainted  with  the  profn- 
iiMhewenitoWorccsler,«nd  lived 
vith  Mr.  Randall,  a  capital  surgeon 

vol.  I. 


CADDKLL, 

n  or   HISS    PBicr,   huoh   he  had 

of  that  city.'  in  this  situation  he  wai 
equally  admired  Tor  Ihe  depth  of 
hi>  abiliiiei  and  the  amiableaeis  of 
his  tempLT.  Here  he  married  the 
daughter  uf  Mr.  Ilandall,  »hodied 
in  labour  nf  her  firsi  child. 

Afier  this  melancholy  evenl  be 
went  to  reside  at  Liichlitld,  and 
continued  uiiwardi  of  two  years 
with  Mr.  Dean,  a  lurgeon  of  that 
place.     During  his  reiideiicf  ti«re<. 
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be  eovrlad  Mr.  Dmo'b  daagbtar,  to 
whom  Im  wo«ld  probabl  j  bare  been 
■larried  b«t  for  tbe  commitsion  of 
the  following  Cfime,  which  cott  hfan 
his  life : 

A  jamng  hdf^  named  Eliiabeth 
Price,  who  bad  been  tednced  bj  an 
officer  in  tbe  armj,  lived  near  Mr. 
Gaddell't  place  of  residence,  and, 
after  her  misfortune,  supported 
herself  bj  her  skill  In  needle-work. 
Caddell  K>ecominf  aoqnainted  with 
her,  a  considerable  dq|ree  of  Intl. 
mscjr  snbsistod  between  them  ;  and 
Miss  Price,  degraded  as  she  was  bj 
the  nnfortnnatestep  she  had  taken, 
still  thought  heitelf  an  equal  match 
for  one  of  Mr.  Caddell*s  rank  of 
life. 

As  pregnancj  was  shortlj  the 
consequence  of  their  intimacj,  the 
repeatedlr  urged  him  to  marrj  her, 
but  Mr.  Caddell  resisted  her  impor- 
tunities for  a  considerable  time :  at 
lAst  Miss  Price  heard  of  his  paying 
his  addresses  to  Miss  Dean ;  she 
then  became  more  importunate  than 
ever,  and  threatened,  in  case  of  his 
non-compliance,  to  put  an  end  to 
all  his  prospects  witii  timt  joung 
ladjT,  bj  discovering  erery  thing 
that  Imd  passed « between  them. 
Hereupon  Ciddell  formed  the  hor- 
rid nnolntion  of  murdering  Miss 
Price;  fbr  he  could  neither  bear 
tbe  thought  of  forfeiting  ihe  esteem 
of  a  woman  that  be  courted,  nor  of 
marrying  her  who  had  been  as 
condescoiding  to  another  aa  to  him- 
telf. 

This  dreadful  sdmme  baring  en. 

tered  huhead,  1m  called  on  Mus 

Price  on  a  Saturday  evening,  and 

requested  that  she  would  walk  in 

the  .fields  with  him  on  the  afternoon 

of  the  following  day,  in  order  to 

adjust  the  plan  of  their  intended 

marriage.      Miss  Price,  thus  de. 

Jaded,  met  him  at  the  time  appoint- 

^,   oa  the  road  lending  towards 

w/rion-ttpon^Treat,    at   a    booae 


known  by  tbe  sign  of  the  Nag^ 
Head.  Having  accompanied  her 
supposed  lof er  into  the  fields,  and 
walked  about  till  towards  evening, 
they  then  sat  down  under  the  hedge, 
where,  after  a  little  conversation, 
Caddell  suddenly  pulled  out  a  knife, 
cut  her  throat,  and  made  his  es- 
cape. In  the  distraction  of  hb 
mind,  he  left  behind  him  tbe  knife 
with  which  he  had  perpetrated  the 
deed,  together  with  hu  case  of  in- 
struments. 

When  he  came  home  it  was  ob. 
served  that  he  appeared  exceed, 
ingly  confused,  though  the  reason 
of  tbe  perturbation  of  his  mind 
could  not  even  be  guessed  at.  But, 
on  the  following  morning.  Miss 
Price  being  found  murdered  in  tbe 
field,  great  numbers  of  people  went 
to  take  a  view  of  tbe  body,  amoRf; 
whom  was  the  woman  of  the  house 
where  she  lodged,  who  recollected 
that  she  bad  said  she  was  going  to 
walk  with  Mr.  CaddeU ;  on  which 
the  instruments  were  eiamined,  and 
known  to  bare  lielonged  to  him. 
He  was  accordingly  taken  into 
custody,  and  committed  to  tbe  gaol 
of  Staibrd ;  and,  being  soon  afker. 
wards  tried,  was  found  guilty,  con. 
demned,  and  encnted  at  Stafford 
on  tbe  91st  of  July,  1700. 

We  have  no  particular  account 
of  tim  behaviour  of  this  malefactor 
while  under  sentence  of  death,  or  at 
the  place  of  execution :  yet  hb  fate 
will  afford  an  instructive  lesson  to 
youth.  Let  no  young  man,  who  has 
connexions  of  any  kind  with  one 
woman,  think  of  paying  hb  ad- 
dresses to  another.  There  can  be 
no  such  thing  as  honorable  court- 
ship while  dishonorable  love  sub- 
sbts.  Mr.  Caddell  might  have  lived 
a  credit  to  himself,  and  an  orna- 
ment to  hb  profession,  if  he  had  not 
held  a  criminal  connexion  with 
Miss  Price.  Het  fale  o^^ijbkt  to  im- 
press on  thA  mui4  di  «nt  If 
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readen  the  importance  of  modest 
reserie  to  a  woman.  We  would 
not  be  severe  on  the  failings  of  the 
•ex ;  but  we  cannot  help  obser?ing, 
that  a  woman  who  has  fallen  a  sa- 
crifioe  to  the  arts  of  one  man  should 
be  very  cautious  in  jielding  to  the 
addresses  of  another.  One  false 
step  maj  be  recovered;  but  the 
progress  of  Yioeis  a  down-hili  road ; 
and  the  farther  we  depart  from  the 


paths  of  Tirtoe,  still  thef aster  we  rnn. 
On  the  contrary,  the  ways  of  Vir* 
tueare  pleasant;  and  *all  her  paths 
are  paths  of  peace.'  From  this  story 
likewise  the  young  officers  of  our 
army  may  learn  an  useful  lesson : 
for,  if  Miss  Price  had  not  been  de- 
bauched by  one  of  that  profession, 
the  fatal  catastrophe  aboTe.mco- 
tioned  had  ncTer  happened. 


JOHN  COWL\ND, 

ZXICUTED   FOR  THE  MURDER  OV  SIR  ANDREW  SLANNllffO. 


The  crime  for  which  this  man 
saffered  will  show  the  danger  e?er 
to  be  apprehended  from  indiscri- 
minate connexion  with  females,  and 
a  caotion  against  intemperance. 

John  Cowland  was  the  son  of  re- 
patable  parents,  ivho  apprenticed 
him  to  a  goldsmith,  but  of  aficious 
irascible  disposition.  He  and  some 
other  bim^oio&nis  had  followed  Sir 
Andrew  Slaaning,  Bart,  who  had 
made  a  temporary  acquaintance 
with  an  orange-woman,  while  in 
the  pit  at  Drury  Lane  playhouse, 
and  retired  with  her  as  soon  as  the 
play  was  ended.  They  had  gone 
but  a  few  yards  before  Mr.  Cow- 
laad  pat  his  arm  round  the  woman's 
neck,  on  which  Sir  Andrew  desired 
he  wovid  desist,  as  she  was  his  wife. 
Cowland,  knowing  Sir  Andrew  was 
married  to  a  woman  of  honour,  gave 
him  the  lie,  and  swords  were  drawn 
00  both  sides ;  but,  some  gentlemen 
coming  up  at  this  juncture,  no  im- 
Bwdiale  111  eonseqaence  happened. 

They  all  now  agreed  to  adjourn 
to  the  Rose  Tavern ;  and  Captain 
Wagget  haTisg  there  used  his  nt- 
Bost  eodeavours  to  reconcile  the 
offinded  parties,  it  appeared  that 
thb  mediation  was  attended  with 
success ;  but,  as  they  were  going  up 
stain  to  drink  a  glass  of  wine,  Mr. 
Cowland  drew  his  sword,  and  stab- 
bed Str  Andrew  in  the  belly,  who, 


finding  himself  wounded,  cried  out, 
'Murder!'  One  of  Lord  Warwick's 
servants,  and  two  other  persons  w  ho 
were  in  the  house,  ran  up  imme- 
diately, and  disarmed  Cowland  of 
his  sword,  which  was  bloody  to  the 
depth  of  five  inches,  and  took  him 
into  custody.  Cowland  now  desired 
to  see  Sir  Andror,  which  being 
granted,  he  jumped  down  the  stairs, 
andendearouredtomakehis  escape; 
but,  being  pursued,  he  was  easily 
retaken. 

Cowland  was  instantly  conducted 
before  a  justice  of  peace,  who  com- 
mitted him  ;  and,  on  December  the 
5th,  1700,  he  was  tried  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  on  three  indictments:  the 
first,  at  the  common  law  ;  tlie  se- 
cond, on  the  statute  of  stabbing ; 
and  the  third,  on  the  coroner's  in- 
quest, for  the  murder.  Every  fact 
was  fully  proved  on  the  trial ;  and, 
among  other  things,  it  was  deposed 
that  the  deceased  had  possessed  an 
estate  of  W,000/.  a  year,  and  his 
family  became  extinct  by  hb  death; 
and  that  he  had  been  a  gentleman  of 
great  good-nature,  and  by  no  means 
disposed  to  animosity.  On  Cow- 
land's  being  found  guilty,  sentence 
of  death  was  passed  on  him ;  and, 
though  great  interest  was  made  to 
obtain  a  pardon,  he  was  executed 
at  Tyburn,  the  20th  of  Dec  1700. 

From  the  moment  of  his  impri- 
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•onmeot  to  the  day  of  hit  death,  his 
behafioor  was  truly  contrite  and 
penitent ;  he  professed  the  most  un- 
feigned sorroff  for  all  bi^  sins,  and 
gave  thefollowingaccountof  himself: 
that  he  was  the  son  of  repiitable 
parents,  who  apprenticed  him  to  a 
goldsmith ;  that  in  the  early  part 
of  his  life  he  was  sober  and  religious, 
studying  the  scriptures,  giving  a  re- 
gular attendance  on  divine  worship, 
and  devoutly  reflecting  on  his  duty 
towards  Ood;  but  that,  abandoning 
this  course  of  life,  he  became  ar 
easy  prey  to  his  own  intemperate 
passions,  and  proceeded  from  one 
degree  of  vice  to  another,  till  at 
length  he  committed  the  horrid 
crime  for  which  he  was  justly 
doomed  to  fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  vio- 
lated laws  of  God  and  his  country. 

On  a  retrospect  of  this  melan- 
choly narrative,  some  reflections 
will  occur,  that,  if  properly  at- 
tended to,  may  be  of  singular  use 
to  the  reader.     The  dispute  which 


cost  Sir  Andrew  Slanning  his  life 
took  its  rise  from  his  having  asso- 
ciated himself  isitha  womanoflight 
character,  with  whom  Cowland 
thought  he  had  as  much  right  to 
m&ke  free  as  the  baronet:  but  Sir 
Andrew  was  originally  to  blame ; 
for,  as  he  was  a  married  man,  there 
was  a  great  impropriety  in  the  con. 
nezion  he  had  formed  :  this,  how. 
ever,  was  no  kind  of  justification  of 
the  conduct  of  Cowland,  who  could 
have  no  business  to  interfere  ;  and 
his  crime  is  greatly  enhanced  by  his 
having  committed  the  murder  after 
an  apparent  reconciliation  had 
taken  place.  To  sum  up  ourobser. 
vationsina  few  words,  from  this  sad 
tale  let  married  men  be  tau^lit  the 
danger  that  may  ensue  from  the 
slightest  criminal  connexion,  and  let 
young  gentlemen  learn  to  govern 
and  moderate  their  passions:  so  may 
all  parties  live  an  honour  to  them, 
selves,  and  a  credit  to  their  families 
and  conneiions. 


DARBY  MULLINS, 

EXECUTED  FOR  PIRACY. 


The  unfortunate  subject  of  this 
short  narrative  was  born  in  a  vil- 
lage in  the  north  of  Ireland,  about 
sixteen  miles  from  Londonderry. 

Having  resided  with  his  father, 
and  followed  the  business  of  hus- 
bandry till  he  was  about  eighteen 
years  of  age,  the  old  maA  then  died, 
and  the  young  one  went  to  Dublin ; 
but  he  had  not  been  long  there  be- 
fore he  was  enticed  to  go  to  the 
West  Indies,  where  he  was  sold  to 
a  planter,  with  whom  he  had  resided 
four  years. 

At  the  expiration  of  that  term  he 

became  his  own  master,  and  there- 

vpon  followed  the  business  of  a 

waterman,  in  which  he  saved  money 

eaottgk  to  parchase  a  small  vessel, 

•te  which  he  tnded  from  one  island 

^  Mnother,   till  the   time  of  the 


dreadful  earthqu«ikc  at  Jamaica  in 
the  year  1G91,  from  the  effects  of 
which  he  was  preserved  in  a  manner 
almost  miraculous. 

Soon  after  this  he  built  himself  a 
house  at  Kingston,  and,  having  now 
a  wife  and  family,  he  opened  bis 
new  habitation  as  a  punch-house, 
which,  in  general,  is  a  very  profit- 
able business  in  that  island :  but  It 
did  not  prove  so  to  Mullins,  who 
thereupon  took  his  passage  to  New 
York,  where  he  resided  two  years, 
and  then  sailed  to  the  Madeiras, 
where  he  remained  only  three 
weeks.  On  his  return  to  New 
York  he  buried  his  wife,  and,  find- 
ing  himself  not  in  circumstances  to 
keep  house  any  longer,  he  pur- 
chsAed  a  boat  ot  tweiiiy  toiia'  bur- 
den, in  wVudL  Yitt  caxtM^iiQ^^ 
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firing  from  one  part  of  the  country 
to  another. 

For  a  while  he  laboured  in  this 
way  with  some  snccess;  but  un« 
happily  falling  into  company  with 
Captain  Kidd,  and  some  of  his  com- 
panions, thcT  persuaded  hin^  to  en. 
gage  in  their  piratical  practices  ; 
urging  that  their  intention  being  to 
rob  only  the  enemies  of  Christianity, 
the  act  would  be  not  only  lawful, 
but  meritorious. 

The  consequence  of  his  com. 
pliance  was,  that  he  was  tried  at 
the  same  sessions  as  Kidd,  and, being 
legally  convicted,  suffered  death 
with  him  at  Eiecution  Docic,  on  the 
33d  of  May,  1701. 

From  the  fate  of  this  oflfendcr  we 


may  leara  the  sin  and  daager  of 
quitting  an  honest  employment  to 
engage  in  a  business  of  a  contrary 
nature.  We  likewise  see  the  falla* 
cy  of  those  specious  pretences  by 
which  MuUins  was  prerailed  on  to 
embark  in  one  of  the  Yilest  species 
of  robbery.  He  was  told  that  it 
was  no  crime  to  plunder  an  infideL 
If  he  had  reflected  but  a  moment, 
he  must  ha?e  been  convinced  that  it 
was  equally  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
his  country  and  the  spirit  of  Chris. 
ttanity :  but,  in  fact,  he  did  not 
give  himself  time  to  reflect,  being 
seduced  by  the  bad  example  of 
others :  so  true  is  the  apostolical 
observation,  <  Evil  communica- 
tions corrupt  good  manners.* 


HERMAN  STRODTMAN, 

tXCCUTlO  FOR  THE  MURDER  OF  PETER  WULTEtt,  HIS  FELLOW  AFPRENTICI, 

Was  a  German,  being  born  of  a    duccd    Strodtroan  to   hb   masterty 


respectable  family  at  Revel,  in  Lis. 
land,  who  gave  him  a  good  educa- 
tion, and  brought  him  up  strictly 
in  the  tenet:i  uf  the  Protestant  reli* 
f;ion.  About  the  year  1694,  young 
.Strodtman,  with  a  friend  and  school* 
fellow,  named  Peter  Woltcr,  were, 
hy  their  respective  parents,  sent  in 
company  to  Liondon,  where  they 
were  both  bound  apprentices  to  the 
then  eminent  Dutch  house  of  Stein 
and  Doricn. 

They  served  their  masters  some 
time  with  diligence,  and  lived  toge. 
ther  in  great  harmony,  until  a  sister 
of  Wolter  married  very  advantage. 
OQsly,  which  so  buoyed  up  the  bro. 
ther  with  pride  that  he  assumed  a 
superiority  over  his  fellow  appren- 
tice,  and  which  led  to  the  fatal  ca. 
tastrophe.  This  arrogance  pro. 
duced  quarreling,  and  from  words 
they  proceeded  to  blows,  and  VVol. 
ter  beat  Strodtman  twice— at  one 
time  in  the  counting.house,  and  at 
another  before  the  servant-girls  in 
the  kitchen.     Wolter  likewise  tra- 


who  thereupon  denied  him  the  li. 
berty  and  other  gratifications  that 
were  allowed  to  his  fellow-'prentice* 
Hereupon  Strodtman  conceived  an 
implacable  hatred  against  him,  and 
resolved  to  murder  him  in  some  way 
or  other. 

His  first  intention  was  to  have 
poisoned  him  ;  and  with  this  view 
he  mixed  some  white  mercury  with 
a  white  powder,  which  Wolter  used 
to  keep  in  a  glass  in  bis  bed-room, 
as  a  remedy  for  the  scunry ;  bnt^ 
this  happening  to  be  done  in  the 
midst  of  winter,  Wolter  kad  de« 
clined  taking  the  powder,  so  that 
the  other  thought  of  destroying 
him  by  the  more  expeditions  method 
of  stabbing. 

This  scheme,  however,  he  de- 
layed from  time  to  time,  while 
Wolter's  pride  and  arrogance  in. 
creased  to  such  a  degree,  that  the 
other  thought  he  should  at  length, 
be  tempted  to  murder  him  in  sight 
of  the  family.  Hereupon  Strodt* 
man  desired  one  of  the  maids  to  in«- 
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tioiftte  to  his  masters  hb  inclination 
to  be  sent  to  the  West  Indies ;  but 
no  answer  being  given  to  this  re- 
quest, Strodtman  grew  again  un. 
casj,  and  his  enmitj  to  his  fellow, 
'prentice  increased  to  such  a  degree, 
that  the  Dutch  maid,  observing  the 
agitation  of  his  mind,  advised  him 
to  a  patient  submission  of  his  situa. 
tion,  as  the  most  probable  method 
of  securing  his  future  peace.  Un. 
fortunatelj  he  paid  no  regard  to 
this  good  advice;  but  determined 
on  the  execution  of  the  fatal  plan 
which  afterwards  led  to  his  destruc- 
tion. 

On  the  rooming  of  Good  Friday, 
Strodtman  was  sent  out  on  busi. 
ness  ;  but,  instead  of  transacting  it, 
he  went  to  Greenwich,  with  an  in- 
tention of  returning  on  Saturday, 
to  perpetrate  the  murder ;  but,  re- 
flecting that  hb  fellow-'prentice 
was  to  receive  the  sacrament  on 
Easter  Sunday,  he  abhorred  the 
thought  of  taking  away  his  life  be- 
fore he  had  partaken  of  the  Lord's 
supper:  wherefore  he  sent  a  letter 
to  his  masters  on  the  Saturday,  in 
which  he  asserted  that  he  had  been 
Impressed,  and  was  to  be  sent  to 
Chatham  on  Easter  Monday,  and 
pot  on  board  a  ship  In  the  royal 
naTjr ;  but,  while  he  was  at  Green- 
wich, he  was  met  by  a  young  gen- 
tleman who  knew  him,  and  who, 
returning  to  London,  told  Messrs. 
Stein  and  Dordn  he  believed  that 
the  story  of  hb  being  impressed  was 
all  invention.  Hereupon  Mr.  Stein 
went  to  Chatham,  to  inqnire  into 
the  real  state  of  the  case ;  when  he 
dbcovcred  that  the  young  gentle, 
man's  suspicions  were  but  too  well 
founded. 

Strodtman  went  to  the  church  at 
Greenwich  twice  on  Easter  Sunday, 
and  on  the  approach  of  evening 
£aiae  to  London,  and  slept  at  the 

J^olpbin  inn,  in  BisbopsgAte  Street. 

On  tbm  foUowiag  day  he  returned 


to  Greenwich,  and  continued  either 
at  that  place  or  at  Woolwich  aad 
the  neighbourhood,  till  Tuesday, 
when  he  went  to  London,  lodged 
in  Lombard  Street,  and  returned  to 
Greenwich  on  the  Wednesday. 

Coming  again  to  London  on  the 
evening  of  the  succeeding  day,  he 
did  not  return  any  more  to  Green- 
wich ;  but,  going  to  the  house  of 
his  masters,  he  told  them  that  what 
he  had  written  was  true,  for  that 
he  had  been  pressed.  They  gave  no 
credit  to  thb  tale,  but  told  him 
they  had  inquired  into  the  affair, 
and  bid  him  quit  their  house.  Thb 
he  did,  and  took  lodgings  in  Moor- 
fields,  where  he  lay  on  that  and  the 
following  night,  and  on  the  Satur- 
day he  took  other  lodgings  at  the 
Sun,  in  Queen  Street,  London. 

Before  the  preceding  Christmas 
he  had  procured  a  key  on  the  model 
of  that  belonging  to  hb  master's 
house,  that  he  might  go  in  and  out 
at  his  pleasure.  Originally  he  in- 
tended to  have  made  no  worse  use 
of  thb  key ;  but,  it  being  still  in 
his  possession,  he  let  himself  into 
the  house  between  eight  and  nine 
o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  Satur- 
day last  mentioned;  but,  hearing 
the  footsteps  of  some  persons  going 
up  stairs,  he  concealed  himself  be- 
hind a  door  in  the  passage.  As 
soon  as  the  noise  arising  from  this 
circumstance  was  over,  he  went  op 
one  pair  of  stairs  to  a  room  adjoin- 
ing the  counting-house,  where  he 
used  to  sleep,  and,  having  found  a 
tinder-box,  he  lighted  a  candle, 
and  put  it  into  his  master's  dark 
lantern,  which  he  carri^  up  stairs 
to  an  empty  room,  next  to  that  in 
which  Peter  Woiter  used  to  lay. 
Here  he  continued  a  short  time, 
when,  hearing  somebody  coming  up 
stairs,  he  put  out  hb  candle^  and 
fell  asleep  soon  afterwards. 

Awaking  about  twdve  o'clock^ 
he  Ibtened  for  a  iiW«  \  va^^Ymx^ 
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ing  no  Doiie,  be  imagined  tliat  tlie 
fanilj  were  fiit  asleep.  Hereopon 
lie  descended  to  the  room  on  tlie 
first  floor,  where  the  tinder-box 
hy;  and,  hafing  lighted  his  can- 
dle, he  went  to  the  coanting-hoaie, 
and  took  a  snm  of  monej,  and  se- 
f  enl  notes  and  bills. 

Thu  being  done,  he  took  a  piece 
of  wood  with  wliich  thej  used  to 
beat  tobacco,  and,  going  up  stairs 
again,  he  hastily  entered  the  room 
where  Peter Wolter  was  asleep,  and, 
adfandng  to  his  bed-side,  struck 
him  Tiolentlj  on  the  head;  and, 
though  his  heart  in  some  degree 
failed  him,  yet  be  continued  his 
strokes*  As  the  wounded  joutb 
groaned  much,  he  took  the  pillow, 
and,  laying  it  on  his  mouth,  sat 
down  on  the  side  of  the  bed,  and 
pressed  it  hard  with  his  elbow,  till 
no  appearance  of  life  remained. 

Perceifing  Wolter  to  be  quite 
dead,  he  searched  hb  chests  of 
drawers  and  pockets,  and  took  as 
much  money  as,  with  what  he  had 
teken  from  his  masters,  amounted 
to  abofe  eight  pounds.  He  then 
packed  up  some  linen  and  woollen 
clothes,  and,  going  down  one  pair 
of  sturs,  he  threw  his  bundle  into 
a  house  ttmi  was  uninhabited. 

He  then  went  up  stairs  again, 
and,  hafing  cut  his  candle,  lighted 
both  pieces,  one  of  which  he  placed 
in  a  chair  dose  to  the  bed-cur toins, 
and  the  other  on  a  chest  of  drawers, 
with  a  fiew  to  ha?e  set  the  house 
on  fire,  to  conceal  the  robbery  and 
murder  of  which  he  had  been  guilty. 
This  being  done,  he  went  through  a 
window  into  the  house  where  he 
had  thrown  his  bundle  ;  and  in  this 
place  be  staid  till  hie  in  the  mora, 
ing,  when  he  took  the  bundle  with 
him  to  his  lodgings  in  Queen  Street, 
where  he  shifted  his  apparel,  and 
went  to  the  Dutch  church  in  Tri. 
nityLane.  After  the  worship  of 
the  congregation    was    ofer,    ho 


heard  a  bill  of  thanks  read 
his  masters  had  sent,  in  deront  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  narrow  es- 
cape that  themselfes  and  their 
neighbours  had  experienced  from 
the  fire.  Struck  by  this  drcum- 
stence,  Strodtman  burst  into  tears ; 
but  he  endeuTOuredas  much  as  pos- 
sible  to  conceal  his  emotion  from  a 
gentleman  who  sat  in  the  same  pew 
with  him,  and  who,  on  their  coming 
out  of  the  church,  informed  him  that 
the  house  of  Messrs.  Stein  and 
Dorien  narrowly  escaped  being 
burnt  on  the  preceding  night,  by 
an  acddeot  then  unknown ;  but  that 
the  destruction  was  profidentially 
prerented  by  the  Dutch  maid  smell- 
ing the  fire,  and  seeing  the  smoke, 
so  that,  on  alarming  her  master,  the 
flames  were  eitinguiiihed  by  a  pail 
of  water. 

Strodtman  made  an  appointment 
to  meet  the  gentleman  who  gate 
him  this  information,  on  the  ovtor 
walks  of  the  Royal  Exchange,  tm 
the  afternoon,  to  go  to  the  Dutch 
church  in  the  Sa?oy  :  but  the  gen- 
tleman not  coming  to  hi.<  time,  ho 
went  alone  to  Stepney  Church,  andy 
after  scrrice  was  ended,  he  walked 
towards  Mile  End,  where  he  saw 
the  bodies  of  Michael  Van  Ikrghen 
and  Dromelius,  who  had  been  hung 
in  chains,  as  before  mentioned.  This 
sight  gave  him  a  shocking  idea  of 
the  crime  of  which  be  had  been 
guilty,  and  he  reflected  that  ho 
might  soon  become  a  like  horrid 
spectecle  to  mankind.  Hence  he 
proceeded  to  Blackwall,  where  ho 
saw  the  captain  of  a  French  pirate 
hanging  in  chains,  which  gave  fresh 
force  to  the  gloomy  feelings  of  his 
mind,  and  again  taught  him  to 
dread  a  similar  fate.  After  ha?ing 
been  thus  profidentially  led  to  the 
sight  of  objects  which  he  would 
otherwise  rather  have  a? oidod,  he 
returned  to  his  lodgiogs  in  great 
dejoctioB  of  mind,  bat  far  from  ro- 
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penting  or  e? en  being  properly  sen- 
sible of  the  crime  he  had  committed ; 
for,  as  be  himself  said,  ^  his  heart 
did  not  yet  relent  for  what  he  had 
done ;  and  if  he  had  failed  in  mur- 
dering his  fellow-'prentice  in  his 
bed,  he  should  hate  destroyed  him 
some  other  way.* 

On  his  return  to.  his  lodgings  he 
ate  his  supper,  said  his  prayers, 
and  went  to  bed.  On  the  following 
morning  he  went  to  the  White 
Horse  inn  without  Crippelgate  to 
receive  cash  for  a  bill  of  twenty 
pounds,  which  he  had  stolen  from 
his  master's  house ;  but  the  person 
who  was  to  have  paid  it  being  gone 
out,  he  was  desired  to  call  again 
about  twelve  o'clock.  In  the  in. 
terim  he  went  to  the  house  of  a 
banker,  in  Lombard  Street,  who 
requested  him  to  carry  some  money 
to  his  (the  banker's)  sister,  who  was 
at  a  boarding-school  at  Greenwich. 
Strodtman  said  he  could  not  go  fill 
the  following  day,  when  he  would 
execute  the  commission :  but,  be- 
fore he  left  the  house,  the  banker 
told  him  that  a  young  man  named 
Green  had  been  to  inquire  for  him  ; 
on  which  Strodlman  said,  that  if 
Mr.  Green  returned,  he  should  be 
informed  that  he  would  come  back 
at  one  o'clock.  Hence  he  went 
again  to  the  White  ^orse  inn, 
where  he  found  the  party,  who 
told  him  that  he  had  no  orders  to 
pay  the  money  for  the  bill. 

Having  received  this  answer,  he 
went  to  his  lodgings,  where  he 
dined,  and  then  went  to  the  bank- 
er's, in  Lombard  Street,  where  his 
master.  Stein,  with  Mr.  Green  and 
another  gentleman,  were  waiting 
for  him.  Mr.  Stein  asked  him  if  he 
n-oiild  go  willingly  to  his  house,  or 
.*»»  c.ir  it'd  hy  poriers  ;  and  he  re- 
plied, that  he  would  go  of  his  own 
accord.  When  he  came  there,  he 
wasMsked  Bomc  question*  respect- 
^^  the  atrocioua  crimes  of  which 


he  had  been  guilty ;  but,  persist* 
ing  that  he  was  innocent,  he  was 
searched,  and  the  30/.  bill  foumf 
in  his  possession.  They  thet 
inquired  where  he  lodged;  tl 
which  he  answered,  in  Moorficlds 
whereupon  they  all  went  thithd 
together,  but  the  people  denied  hu 
lodging  there  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Stein,  finding  him  unwilling 
to  speak  the  truth,  told  him  that,  if 
he  would  make  a  full  discovery,  he 
should  be  sent  abroad  out  of  thB 
reach  of  justice.  Hereupon  li 
mentioned  his  real  lodgings;  d 
which  they  went  thither  In  a  coach, 
and,  finding  the  bills  and  other  stolen 
effects,  Strodtman  wai  carried  be- 
fore  Sir  Humphrey  Edwin,  who 
committed  him  to  Newgate  on  bii 
own  confession. 

He  was  not  tried  at  the  first  ses. 
sions  after  his  commitment,  and,  in 
the  interval  that  he  lay  in  prisoik 
some  bad  characters  who  were  con* 
fined  there  prevailed  on  him,  whea 
he  came  to  trial,  to  plead  not  guilty; 
a  circumstance  which  he  afterwards 
sincerely  repented  of.  On  his  trialy 
however,  there  were  so  many  cor* 
roborative  proofs  of  his  guilt,  that 
the  jury  could  not  hesitate  to  con- 
vict him,  and  he  received  the  sen* 
tence  awarded  by  law. 

While  he  was  under  sentence  of 
death,  his  behafionr  was  remarka* 
bly  contrite  and  penitent ;  and  whra 
the  ordinary  of  Newgate  acquainti'i 
him  that  the  warrant  for  his  ezecu- 
tion  was  come  down,  aud  that  he 
would  suffer  in  a  few  days,  he  said, 
<^  The  Lord's  will  be  done  !  I  am 
willing  to  die,  only  I  beg  of  God 
that  1  may  not  (as  I  deserve)  die 
an  eternal  death  ;  and  that,  though 
I  die  here,  for  my  most  heinous  and 
enormous  crimes,  yet  I  may,  for  the 
love  of  Christ,  live  eternally  with 
him  in  heaven :"  to  which  he  added, 
*'  God  b\eM  t\ie  V\ii^^  axi^  «AV  m^ 
honorable  indjcs:  iVitcjYiait^ciW 
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me  no  wrong,  bat  it  if  I  that  hare 
done  great  wrong.  The  Lord  be 
mcrcifttl  to  me,  a  great  tinner,  else 
I  perub  r 

At  times  he  seemed  to  despdr, 
becansc  he  feared  that  his  repeat- 
aace  was  not  eqaal  to  his  guilt ;  bat 
then  again  his  mind  was  occasion. 
all/  warmed  with  the  hope  that  his 
pcaiteace  was  snch  as  woald  lead 
to  salfation. 

When  at  the  place  of  execution, 
he  acknowledged  his  crime,  for 
whidi  he  professed  the  sincerest 
sorrow  and  repentance ;  he  begged 
pardon  of  God  for  haying  endea* 
Tonred,  with  presnmptnons  lies,  to 
conceal  his  guilt,  which  being  pu. 
nished  in  this  world,  his  eternal 
pnobhmeot  in  the  next  might  be 
af<Mded.  He  died  full  of  contri* 
tion,  penitence  and  hope ;  and  suf- 
fered at  Tyburn  on  the  18th  June, 
1701 ;  and  it  was  remarked  that  he 
kapt  his  hand  lifted  up  for  a  con- 
siderable time  after  the  cart  was 
drawn  away. 

There  are  some  yerj  remarkable 
drcanutances  in  the  case  of  Herman 
Strodtman,  which  are  well  worthy 
of  obtertation.  The  prudence  of 
the  Dutch  maid,  who,  when  she  ob. 
serred  the  agitation  of  his  mind,  ad- 
vised him  to  bear  present  e?ils  with 
resolution,  in  the  hope  of  future 
peace.  The  doctrine  inculcated  by 
thtt  honest  girl  ought  not  to  be  de- 
spised eren  by  the  wisest  of  men. 

Strodtman's  resolution  not  to 
murder  Welter  till  he  had  receired 
the  sacrament  has  something  shock- 
iogly  striking  in  it.  We  are  at 
once  charmed  and  amazed  at  the  in. 
floence  religion  has  on  the  mind.  A 
nan  is  determined  to  commit  mur- 
der, but  will  defer  the  fatal  stroke 
(ill  he  thinks  the  soul  of  his  ad?er. 
Mry  is  properly  prepared  for  eter. 
nity!  Hence  let  parents  be  taught 
the  necessity  of  impressing  the  pre- 
cepts of  religion  on  the  minds  of 


their  children.  Eren  a  man  in  the 
resolutioB  of  deliberate  murder  could 
not  forget  that  there  ua  God  to  re- 
ward the  pious  as  well  as  punisli 
the  wicked. 

The  influence  of  religion  orer 
this  determined  sinner^  prefioni  to 
the  commisrion  of  the  horrid  aefty 
must  add  a  charm  to  the  comfort 
we  find  in  its  troe  exercise.  To  vub 
lifion  more  than  to  tiie  tenon  of 
the  law  do  we  owe  ohr  mfety.  The 
latter  may  be  evaded^  but.  a  man 
cannot  fly  from  his  own  conscience  ; 
which,  thongh  iometimea  tardilyi 
will  oTer  lead  to  its  own  pnnidunent. 

Strodtman's  master,  Stein,  going 
to  Chatham, to  inquire  ifhehad  been 
really  impressed,  and  finding  that  be 
had  not.  Is  a  good  lesson  against  the 
sin  of  lying.  Nothing  is  so  easy 
as  the  detection  of  a  Ibir ;  nothing 
more  scandalous  than  the  being  Ha* 
ble  to  such  detection. 

Strodtman's  going  to  church  re* 
peatedly,  before  and  after  the  com« 
mission  of  the  murder,  are  Tory 
striking  circumstances,  and  com- 
bine with  those  aboTC-mentioned 
to  proTe  that  it  is  impossible  to 
root  from  the  mind  that  regard  for 
religion  which  should  be  planted  in 
the  years  of  infancy. 

By  Strodtman's  going  to  recdre 
the  money  for  the  bill  of  twenty 
pounds  he  took  the  readiest  -me- 
thod to  conTict  himself;  for  be 
might  hare  been  certain  that,  when 
the  bill  was  mbsed,  payment  would 
be  stopped:  but  thus  itJiappens, 
in  almost  CTcry  Instance,  that  ? il* 
lany  defeats  its  own  ends. 

From  the  whole  of  this  malefac- 
tor's case  we  may  learn  that  the 
direct  road  to  happiness  is  through 
the  path  of  integrity  ;  and  that  &t 
indulgence  ol  Tiolent  passions, 
whate?er  the  proTocation  may  be, 
is  equally  inconsistent  with  the  laws 
of  reason,  and  the  doctrines  of 
Christianity. 
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LV 


MART  ADAMS, 

BZIGC7TED  FOR  PKITATBLT  STKALIlia. 


Trii  unhappy  woman  was  born 
at  Reading,  in  Berkshire,  and, 
when  she  was  old  enough  to  go  to 
ftert lee,  went  to  live  with  a  grocer 
in  that  town.  Mary  being  a  girl 
of  vlracity  and  genteel  figure,  she 
unfortunately  attracted  the  regard 
of  the  grocer's  son,  and  the  conse. 
qaence  of  their  connexion  became 
very  consplcnovs  in  a  short  time. 

As  soon  as  it  was  crident  that 
she  was  pregnant,  she  was  dismissed 
from  her  master^  serrioe,  on  which 
she  immediately  made  oath  that  his 
SOB  was  the  father  of  the  child 
thereafter  to  be  bom-^  circum. 
atanoe  that  compelled  the  old  gen- 
tleman to  sapport  her  till  she  was 
brought  to  bed* 

She  had  not  heea  delivered  long 
before  she  went  to  London,  and 
entered  into  the  service  of  a  mercer 
in  Cheapside,  where,  by  prudent 
conduct,  she  might  hafc  retricTod 
the  character  she  had  forfeited  in 
the  country ;  for,  though  she  had 
already  suffered  by  her  indiscre. 
tion,  an  intimacy  soon  subsisted  be. 
twecn  her  master  and  herself;  but, 
as  their  interricws  could  not  con. 
veniently  be  held  at  home,  they 
contriTcd  to  meet  on  cfenings  at 
other  places,  when  the  mistress  of 
the  house  was  gone  to  the  theatre, 
or  out  on  a  y'niL 

This  connexion  continued  till  the 
the  girl  was  far  advanced  in  her 
pregnancy,  when  the  master,  ap. 
prchensife  of  disagreeable  conse- 
quences at  home,  advised  the  girl  to 
quarrel  with  her  mistress,  in  order 
that  she  might  be  dismissed,  and 
then  took  a  lodging  for  her  at 
Hackney,  where  she  remained  till 
she  was  delivered  ;  and  in  the  mean 
ifme  the  connexion  between  her 
Mad  her  muter  continued  as  before. 


Being  brought  to  bed  of  a  cbiU 
that  died  in  a  few  hours  after  lis 
birth,  the  master  thought  hioisclf 
happy,  supposing  he  could  easily 
free  himself  from  the  incumbranee 
of  the  mother,  of  whom  ke  now  be. 
came  heartily  tired. 

W^hen  the  girl  recovered  from 
her  lying-in,  ke  told  her  that  she 
most  go  to  service,  as  it  did  not 
suit  him  to  maintain  her  any  longer ; 
but  this  enraged  her  to  the  highert 
degree,  and  she  threatened  to  db* 
cover  the  nature  of  their  conneiion 
to  his  wife,  unless  be  would  mske 
her  a  present  of  twenty  gniaen; 
and  with  this  demand  he  thought  It 
prudent  to  comply,  happy  to  nt 
rid  of  her  even  on  such  teim. 

Being  now  in  possession  of 
money,  and  in  no  want  of  clothm 
in  which  to  make  a  genteel  appear* 
ance,  she  removed  from  Ilackney 
to  Wych  Street,  without  Temple 
Bar,  but  was  scarcely  settled  ia  her 
new  lodgings  before  she  sent  a 
letter  to  the  mercer's  wife,  whoa 
she  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 
the  connexion  that  had  subsisted 
between  her  late  master  and  her* 
self ;  but  she  did  not  mention  her 
place  of  abode  in  this  letter. 

The  consequence  was,  that  the 
mercer  was  obliged  to  acknowledge 
the  crime  of  which  he  had  been 
guilty,  and  solicit  his  wife's  pardon 
in  terms  of  the  utmost  humiliation. 
This  pardon  was  promisi'd,  bai 
whether  it  was  ever  ratified  remain 
a  doubt. 

Mrs.  Adams  had  the  advanfsge 
of  an  engaging  figure,  and,  parsing 
as  a  young  woman  in  her  new  lodg- 
ings, she  was  soon  married  to  a 
young  fellow  in  the  neighbourhood; 
but  it  was  not  long  before  he  dis- 
covered  the  imvouVion  l\\a\.  Va& 


''5 


KNAPP  k  BALDWIN'!  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 


kW 

!fi« 
It* 
iiu 

ta4 


tt|*: 

(iti 

via 

•Mrf 

ktr* 

•  kr 

ttti 

pfff 

iioi. 
dis- 


been  pndiied  oo  hinii  oa  which  he 
embirked  on  board  a  ihip  in  the 
royal  ntrj. 

fijthii  dme  Mn.  Adams's  money 
wu  afaaoft  expended ;  bat,  as  her 
clothes  were  yet  good,  an  attorney 
of  CleBent*s  Inn  took  her  into 
keeping ;  and,  after  she  had  li? ed  a 
short  tlae  with  him,  she  went  to 
another  of  the  same  profession,  with 
whom  she  cohabited  abofe  two 
yean ;  bnt  on  Us  marriage  she  was 
once  iMn  abandoned  to  the  world. 

Fertile  of  infention,  and  too 
proud  to  condescend  to  accept  of  a 
comBon  lerfice)  she  became  con- 
nected  with  a  notorious  bawd  of 
Dniry  Lanoi  who  was  very  glad  of 
her  issistanoe,  and  promis^  herself 
eoBiiderableadfantage  from  the  as. 
sodatioa.  In  thb  situation  Mrs. 
Adams  dbplayed  her  charms  to 
considerable  idtantage,  and  was  as 
happy  as  any  common  prostitute 
can  expect  to  be:  but  alas  !  what 
li  this  happiocis  but  a  prelude  to 
the  extremity  of  misery  and  dis- 
tren  ?  Such  indeed  it  was  found 
by  Mrs.  Adams,  who  haTing  been 
P^^ified  by  a  gentleman  with  a  con- 
nderable  sum  of  money,  the  bawd 
qmded  with  her  respecting  the 
difidhig  of  it,  and,  a  battle  ensuing, 
oar  heroine  wu  turned  out  of  the 
house,  after  she  had  got  a  black 
eye  in  the  contest 

After  this  she  nsed  to  parade  the 
Phrk  in  theday-time,  and  walk  the 
•treets  in  the  efening,  in  search  of 
osval  lorers;  at  length  she  joined 
the  practice  of  theft  to  that  of  in. 
coatinettoe,  and  few  of  her  chance 
aoqaamtanee  escaped  being  robbed. 
Shewu  often  taken  into  custody 
for  theie  practices,  bnt  conUnually 
esaped  through  defect  of  e? tdence. 

Bat  an  end  was  soon  put  to  her 
depredations  ;  for,  hanng  enticed  a 
genUeiBan  to  a  bagnio  near  Co? ent 
C^arden,  she  p  eked  his  pocket  of 
all  his  money,  and  a  bank  note  to 


a  large  amount,  and  left  him  while 
he  was  asleep.  When  he  awoke, 
he  sent  immediate  notice  to  the 
Bank  to  stop  payment;  and, as  Mrs« 
Adams  came  soon  after  to  recdfe 
the  money  for  the  note,  she  was 
taken  into  custody,  and  lodged  in 
prbon  ;  and,  being  in  a  short  time 
tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  she  was 
conficted,  reoeifed  sentence  of 
death,  and  was  executed  at  Tybnm, 
on  the  16th  of  June,  170S* 

After  her  conTictkm  she  lived  in 
the  same  gaj  and  disaipatad  manner 
that  she  bad  done  before,  and  wai 
Tisited  by  many  of  her  former  ac- 
quaintance, who  supplied  her  with 
money  to  support  her  extravagance. 
Agreeable  to  her  own  request,  too, 
their  mistaken  bounty  contributed 
to  purchase  her  a  suit  of  mourning, 
in  which  she  was  executed;  and 
they  buried  her  in  as  handsome  a 
manner  as  if  her  life  had  been  con* 
ducted  by  the  rules  of  virtue,  and 
she  had  likewise  been  a  woman  of 
fortune. 

The  reflections  naturally  arising 
from  this  case  are  such  as  we  hope 
may  proye  ser? iceable  to  our  readers 
of  both  sexes.  This  young  woman 
submitting  to  be  debauch^  by  her 
master's  son,  at  Reading,  laid  the 
foundation  of  her  ruin.  Hence 
girls  of  her  rank  of  life  should  be 
taught  never  to  yield  to  unlawful 
solicitations :  for  when  men  above 
their  own  sphere  pay  addresses  to 
them,  it  may  reasonably  be  snp« 
posed  that  honorable  marriage  ia 
not  intended ;  and  girls  should  al- 
ways despise  addresses  of  everj 
other  kind,  and  shun  the  delnder 
as  they  would  a  pestilence. 

When  Mary  Adams  got  a  repnt- 
able  service  in  London,  she  had  a 
fair  opportunity  of  reco? ering  her 
character;  and  the  moment  her 
master  attempted  to  seduce  her 
she  ought  to  have  quitted  her 
place.    Her  meanness  afterwardS| 
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in  thrcafening  to  discoyer  to  her 
mistress  the  nature  of  the  connexion 
between  her  master  and  herself,  in 
order  to  extort  twenty  guineas  from 
him  ;  and  her  actually  doing  this 
after  she  had  received  the  money 
sufficiently  marks  the  profligacy  of 
her  mind ! 

The  figure  the  mercer  made  in 
lM*gging  pardon  of  his  wife,  for  his 
connexion  with  the  girl,  ))aints,  in  a 
striking  light, the  meanness  to  which 
a  man  is  liable  to  condescend  who 
violates  the  sacred  laws  of  marriage. 

The  rest  of  Mrs.  Adams's  life  car. 
rics  its  own  lesson  with  it.  The 
kept  mistress,  on  the  slightest 
change  in  the  inclination  of  her 
keeper,  is  liable  to  descend  to  the 
rank  of  a  common  woman  of  the 
town ;  the  common  women  arc  aU 
DMist  all  of  them  thieves  ;  and  theft 
naturally  leads  to  the  gallows. 

The  young  fellow  who  first  de- 
bauched this  girl,  at  Reading,  must 
have  felt  great  unea>inc«>s  at  hearing 
that  she  brought  herself  to  an  igno- 
minious end,  in  a  gicat  measure 
through  his  originally  seducing  her. 
lint  for  that  first  misfortune,  she 
might  have  lived  an  honest  wife  to  a 
countryman  of  her  own  rank,  and 
avoided  the  disgrace  of  a  shameful 
exit  at  Tyburn. 

The  man  who  thinks  of  seducing 
a  poor  girl  i^hould  reflect  that,  be- 
sides the  ruin  of  her,  he  involves 
her  unhappy  parents  and  friends  in 
all  the  bitterness  of  woe!  From 
this  melancholy  tale,  then,  let  our 
wen  and  maids  be  taught  that  stolen 
pleasures,  though  tempting  to  their 
irregular  passions,  are  followed  by 
a  series  of  bad  consequences,  and 
end  in  fruitless  repentance  and  ag. 
gravated  despair ! 


In  contemplating  the  life  of  Maiy 
Adams,  and  viewing  the  wretched 
state  of  thousands  of  unhappy  fe- 
males loitering  throngh  the  streets 
of  I^indon,  for  the  abhorred  hire  of 
prostitution,  it  is  impossible  to  re. 
press  the  tear  of  pity.  Many  of 
them,  perhaps,  originally  seduced 
from  a  state  of  innocence,  while 
they  were  the  joy  and  comfort  of 
their  parents — ir.any  of  them  bom 
and  educated  to  expect  a  better  fate, 
until,  deceived  by  falsehood  and  vil. 
lany,  they  see  their  error  when  it 
is  too  late  to  recede.  In  this  sitss. 
tion,  abandoned  by  their  relatioai 
and  friends,  deserted  by  their  sr. 
ducers,  and  at  large  upon  the  world, 
loathed  and  avoided  by  those  wbt 
formerly  held  them  in  estimatioi, 
what  are  they  to  do  ?  In  the  pie- 
sent  unhappy  state  of  thingS|  ticy 
seem  to  have  no  alternative  but  to 
become  the  miserable  instrumentsof 
promoting  and  practising  that  spiw 
cics  of  seduction  and  immorality  of 
which  themselves  are  the  viciibm.* 
And  what  is  the  result? — It  is  pi- 
tiable to  relate.  They  are  compdied 
of  necessity  to  mingle  with  the 
abandoned  herd  who  have  longbesi 
practised  in  the  walks  of  infanj, 
and  become,  like  them,  speedUj 
polluted  and  depraTed.  Oatbi,ia- 
precations,  and  obscene  langBigi 
by  degrees  become  familiar  to  their 
ears,  which  necessity  compels  thea 
to  endure,  and  at  length  to  initale, 
and  practise  in  their  turn  upoi  thi 
unwary  youth,  who  too  easily  filb 
into  the  snare. 

Thus  it  is,  from  the  multitudes  of 
those  unhappy  females  that  aisea- 
ble  now  in  all  parts  of  the  tows, 
that  the  morals  of  the  youth  sie 
corrupted  ;   that  unnecessary  ei. 
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*  it  ii  in  ttie  first  itago  of  seduction,  before  the  female  mind  becomes  ▼itisted  Md  de- 

/irar€'d,  that  Hs>^]uiuy  are  roosl  useful,     if  persons  in  this  unhappy  situation  had  an 

t/irjr  power  to  resort  to  a  niediuiu  whereby  l\»ey  im^Ul  be  reconciled  to  their  rclatnoii 

•r/z/fe  unctmtattiin,itrd  by  I  he  vices  allaclicd  lo  gcuet^V  yi  oiUluUou,  WMs2fttt\  ^>»  «• 

eow  io>t  might  be  mvcii  \o  »ucittty. 
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penses  are  incurcd,   and    undue, 
and  too  often  criminal,  mcan^  are 
retorted  to,   fur   the    purpose   of 
f  ratifying  pitsions  which,  but  for 
thoic  temptations  which  constantly 
anail  them  in  almost  everj  street 
of  the  metropolis,  would  not  have 
been  thought  of.      Through   this 
medium  apprentices,   clerks,   and 
other  persons  in  trust,  arc  seduced 
from  the  paths  of  honesty,  masters 
are  plundered,  and  parents  arc  af- 
flicted ;  while  many  a  ycioth  who 
might  have  become  the  pride  of  his 
family,  a  comfort  to  the  declining 
years  of  his  parents,  and  an  orna- 
nent  to  society,  exchanges  a  life  ot 
f  irtue  and  industry  fur  the  pursuits 
of  the  gambler,  the  swindler,  and 
thcTagftbond.     Nor  is  the  lot  of 
these  poor  deluded  females  less  de- 
plorable.    Although  some  few  of 
them  may  obtain  settlements,  while 
others  bask  for  awhile  in  the  tcm. 
porary  sonshine  of  case  and  splcn. 
door,  the  major  part  terminate  a 
short  life  in  misery  and  wretched- 


What  has  become  of  the  mul- 
titades  of  unfortunate  females,  ele- 
gant in  their  persons  and  sump- 
tioas  In  their  attire,  who  were 
seen  in  the  streets  of  the  metro- 
polls,  aad  at  places  of  public  amuse- 
ment, twenty  years  ago  ?  Alas  ! 
coaM  their  progress  be  developed, 
and  their  ultimate  situations  or  exit 
from  the  world  dbclosed,  it  would 
by  open  a  catalogue  of  sufferings 
and  affliction,  beyond  what  the 
most  romantic  fancy  could  depict 
or  exhibit  to  the  feeling  mind. 

Eiposed  to  the  rude  insults  of 
the  inebriated  and  the  vulgar,  the 
impositions  of  brutal  officers  and 
watchmen,  and  to  the  chilling  blasts 
of  the  night  during  the  most  in- 
clement weather;  in  thin  apparel, 
partly  in  compliance  with  the  fashion 
of  the  day,  but  more  frequently 
from  the  pawnbroker's  shop  ren- 


dering their  necessary  garments  in. 
accessible;  diseases,  where  their 
unhappy  vocation  does  not  pro. 
duce  them,  are  generated.  No 
pitying  hand  appears  to  help  them 
in  such  situations.  The  feeling  pa- 
rent  or  relation  is  far  off.  An 
abandoned  monster  of  the  same  sex, 
inured  in  the  practice  of  infamy 
and  seduction,  instead  of  the  con- 
solation which  sickness  requires, 
threatens  to  turn  the  unhappy  vie- 
tim  out  of  doors  when  the  means 
of  subsistence  are  cut  off,  and  the 
premium  for  shelter  is  no  lofl);er 
forthcoming ;  or  perhaps  the  un- 
feeling landlord  of  a  miserable  half- 
furnished  lodging  afflicts  the  poor 
unhappy  female  by  declarations 
equally  hostile  to  the  feelings  of 
humanity;  till  at  length,  turned  out 
into  the  streets,  she  languishes  and 
ends  her  miserable  days  in  an  hos. 
pital  or  a  workhouse,  or  perhaps 
perishes  in  some  inhospitable  hovel, 
alone,  without  a  friend  to  console 
her,  or  a  fellow  mortal  to  close  her 
eyes  in  the  pangs  of  dissolution. 

If  no  other  argument  could  IfC 
adduced  in  favour  of  some  arrange- 
ments calculated  to  stop  the  pro. 
gress  of  female  prostitution,  com- 
passion for  the  sufferings  of  the  ' 
unhappy  victims  would  be  sufli. 
cient ;  but  other  reasons  occur, 
equally  powerful,  why  this  evil 
should  be  controlled. 

To  prevent  its  existence,  even  to 
a  considerable  extent,  in  so  great  a 
metropolis  a«  London,  Is  as  impos- 
sible as  to  resist  the  torrent  of  the 
tides ;  it  is  an  evil,  therefore,  which 
must  be  endured  while  h«man  pas- 
sions exist;  but  it  is,  at  the  sametime, 
an  evil  which  may  not  only  be  less- 
ened, but  rendered  less  noxious  and 
dangerous  to  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  society :  it  may  be  stripped 
of  its  indecency,  and  also  of  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  danger  at- 
tached to  it  to  the  youth  of  bothsexes. 
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The  lores  for  the  sedoctioo  of 
youth  pawinfr  along  the  streets  in 
the  couffe  of  their  ordinary  busi- 
ness may  be  preTented  by  a  police 
applicable  to  this  object,  without 
either  infringing  upon  the  feelings 
of  humanity  or  insulting  distress; 
and  still  more  u  it  practicable  to 
remoYC  the  noxious  irregularities 
which  are  occasioned  by  the  indis« 
erect  conduct  and  the  shocleing  be. 
haTioar  of  women  of  the  town,  and 
their  still  more  blameable  panu 
moarS|  in  openly  insulting  public 
Borais,  and  rendering  the  situation 
of  modest  women  at  once  irksome 
and  unsafe,  either  Im  places  of  pub. 
lie  entertainment  or  while  passing 
along  the  most  public  streets  in  the 
metropolis,  particularly  in  the  even, 
ing. 

This  unrestrained  license  giren 
to  males  and  females  in  the  walks 
of  prostitution  was  not  known  in 
former  times  at  places  of  public  re. 
sort,  where  there  was  at  least  an 
affectation  of  decency.  To  the  dis- 
grace, howcTer,  of  the  police,  the 
evil  has  been  suffered  to  increase  ; 
and  the  boxes  of  the  theatres  often 
exhibit  scenes  which  are  certainly 
extremely  offensive  to  modesty,  and 
contrary  to  that  decorum  which 
ought  to  be  maintained,  and  that 
protecfion  to  which  the  respectable 
part  of  the  community  are  entitled, 
against  indecency  and  indecorum, 
when  their  families,  often  composed 
of  young  females,  ? isit  places  of 
public  resort« 

In  this  instance,  the  endoring 
such  impropriety  of  conductso  con- 
trary to  good  moralsmarks  strongly 
the  growing  depravity  of  the  age. 
To  fiimiliariie  the  eyes  and  ears  of 
the  innocent  part  of  the  sex  to  the 
scenes  which  are  often  exhibited  in 
the  theatres  is  tantamount  to  carry, 
ing  them  to  a  school  of  rice  and  de- 
bauchery : 


Viceti  a  ownster  of  suck  frighlfal  mim. 
That  to  be  baled  needs  bat  to  be  Men ; 
Yet  seen  too  oft— faaiiliar  with  her  face. 
We  first  endure — tlien  pity— tbencmbnct. 

For  the  purposeof  understanding 
more  clearly  by  what  means  it  b 
possible  to  lessen  the  evils  artsiag 
from  female  prostitution  in  the  me* 
tropolis,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
view  it  in  all  its  ramifications. 

In  point  of  extent  it  certsbly 
exceeds  credibility  ;  but,  althosfh 
there  are  many  exceptions,  thegrsst 
mass,  whatever  their  exterior  any 
be,  are  mostly  composed  of  woiua 
who  have  been  in  a  state  of  menial 
servitude,  and  of  whom  not  a  few, 
from  the  love  of  idleness  and  dreH| 
with,  in  this  case,  the  misfortnneof 
good  looks,  have,  partly  frosi  li. 
clination,  not  seldom  from  previoai 
seduction  and  loss  of  character,  re» 
sorted  to  prostitution  as  a  lifcR- 
hood. 

They  are  still,  however,  objecti 
of  compassion,  although,  under  ths 
circumstances  incident  to  their  si- 
tuation, they  cannot  be supposnl  to 
experience  those  poignant  feelings 
of  distress  which  are  peculiar  to 
women  who  have  moved  in  a  higher 
sphere,  and  who  have  been  better 
educated. 

The  whole  may  be  estimated  as 
follows : 


1.  Of  the  clofi  of  well-educated 
women*  it  u  eamettljf  hoped  tlie 
number  does  not  exceed  . 

3.  Of  the  class  composed  of  per- 
sons above  the  rank  of  menial 
servants,  perhaps    .        .        • 

9.  Ofthe  class  who  may  have  been 
employed  as  menial  servants,  or 
seduced  in  very  early  life,  it  is 
conjectured,  in  all  parts  of  the 
town,  including  Wapping  and 
the  streets  adjoining  the  river, 
there  may  cot  be  less,  who  live 
wholly  by  prostitntiou,  than    • 


S,000 


S/KX) 


4.  Of  those,  in  different  ranks  in 
society,  wlio  live  partly  b^  *. »  - 
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Citvtioa,  incliidaig  the  Wftlti- 
mclet  of  low  foaialet  who  coImf 
bit  with  labourera  and  otben 
withoQt  BMlrinonjt  thore  may 
be  in  all,  in  the  mttropolis,  about  tS,(M 

Total  eOfiOO 


When  a  general  sarrey  is  takeo 
of  the  metropolis,  the  great  numben 
ammg  the  higher  and  middle  classes 
of  Kfe  who  Uto  unmarried,  the  mol- 
titudes  of  joang  men^ yearly  arriving 
at  the  age  of  puberty,  the  strangers 
who  resort  to  the  metropolis,  the 
semen  and  nautical  labourers  em- 
ployed in  the  trade  of  the  rirer 
Thames,  who  amount  at  least  to 
forty  thousand,  and  the  profligate 
slate  of  society  In  Tulgar  life— the 
hilelligentmind  will  soon  be  recon- 
ciled to  the  statement,  which,  at 
first  flew,  would  seem  to  excite 
doubts,  and  require  investigation. 

But,  whether   the  numbers  of 


these  truly  unfortunate  women  are 
a  few  thousands  less  or  more  is  of 
no  consequence  in  the  present  dis- 
cussion, since  it  is  beyond  all  doubt 
that  the  evil  Is  of  a  magnitude  that 
is  ezcessire,  and  Imperiously  calli 
for  a  remedy:  not,  certainly,  a 
remedy  against  the  possibility  of 
female  prostitution ;  for  it  has  al- 
ready been  stated  that  it  is  a  mis- 
fortune that  must  be  endured  in 
large  societies,  where  Tidous  ]»«• 
pensities  are  engendered,  and  facili- 
ties afforded  for  the  gratification  of 
unlawful  desires.  All  that  can  be 
attempted  is  to  direst  it  of  the  facul- 
ty of  extending  its  noxious  influence 
beyond  certain  bounds,  and  restrain 
those  excesses  and  Indecencies  which 
have  already  been  shown  to  be  so 
extremely  noxious  to  society,  and 
unaroidably  productiYe  of  depra- 
vity and  crimes. 


THOMAS  COOK, 

MVBDIBXB  AMD  BIOTBK,  WHO  CAV8ED  HIS  OWN  APPBBBBlltlOir. 
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How  fveqaently  do  we  find  that 
the  guilty,  in  the  interral  of  time 
between  ^  commission  and  con- 
▼ictioB  of  a  crime,  impelled  by  an 
iufistuatloB  beyond  all  resistance, 
iatrodttce  the  subject  of  their  crhne 
into  conrersation  with  strangen  ? 
Many  years  ago  a  mail  robber  was 
apprehended  in  a  remote  part  of 
Ccwawall,  OB  suspicion,  from  his 
freqaently  speaking  upon  the  na- 
tare  and  danger  of  plundering  the 
public  mail,  and  executed  for  that 
offence. 

The  subject  of  the  present  me- 
moir was  taken  into  custody  at 
Chester,  for  a  crime  committed  in 
London,  merely  from  his  constant 
relation  of  the  riot  in  which  he  had 
committed  the  ipurder.  Thus,  by 
a  kind  of  mental  ignis  faiuusy  the 
murderer  was  led  on  to  his  own  de- 
tection.  These  are  the  workings  of 
conscience,  that  earthly  hell,  which 


torments  those  who,  with  malice 
aforethought,  hare  spilt  the  blood 
of  their  fcllow-creaturei.  How  ferj 
strangely  did  this  mental  agony  ap* 
pear  in  the  conduct  of  GoTernor 
Wall,  whose  life  sluUl  hereafter 
be  giren.  After  twenty  yearsduid 
elapsed  from  the  commission  of  the 
murder,  and  while  he  lifed  in  per- 
sonal security  in  a  foreign  conntojy 
his  conscience  afforded  him  no  peaee 
of  mind.  He  Toluntarily  retn^ed 
to  London,  sought  his  own  appro* 
hension,  was  conricted,  and  exe- 
cuted. 

Thomas  Cook  was  the  son  of  a 
butcher,  a  man  of  reputation  at 
Gloucester.  When  he  was  about 
fifteen  years  of  age  his  father  put 
him  apprentice  to  a  barber-surgeon 
in  London,  with  whom  he  lircd  two 
years,  and  then,  running  away,  co- 
gaged  himself  in  the  service  of  — 
Needham,  Esq.  who  was  page  of 
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honour  to  King  William  the  Third ; 
but  his  mother  writing  to  him,  and 
intimating,  in  the  vulgar  phrase, 
^  that  a  gentleman's  service  was  no 
inheritance,'  he  quitted  his  place, 
and,  going  to  Gloucester,  engaged 
in  the  busiuest  of  a  butcher,  it  being 
the  profession  of  several  of  his  an- 
cestors. He  followed  his  trade  for 
some  time,  and  served  master  of  the 
company  of  butchers  in  his  native 
city ;  after  which  he  abandoned  that 
business,  and  took  an  inn ;  but  it 
does  not  appear  that  he  was  suc- 
cessful in  it,  as  he  soon  afterwards 
turned  grazier. 

Restless,  however,  in  every  sta. 
tion  of  life,  he  repaired  to  London, 
where  he  commenced  prize-tighter 
at  May-fair.  At  this  time  May. 
fair  was  a  place  greatly  frequented 
by  prize-fighters,  thieves,  and  wo- 
men of  bad  character.  Ilerc  pup. 
pct-shows  were  exhibited,  and  it 
was  the  favorite  resort  of  all  the 
profligate  and  abandoned.  At  length 
the  nuisance  increased  to  such  a  de- 
gree that  Queen  Anne  issued  her 
proclamation  for  the  suppression  of 
vice  and  immorality,  with  a  parti, 
^ular  view  to  this  fair ;  in  conse. 
quence  of  which  the  justices  of  peace 
issued  their  warrant  to  the  high 
constable,  who  summoned  all  the 
inferior  constables  to  lus  assistance* 
When  they  came  to  suppress  the 
fair,  Cool(,  with  a  mob  of  about 
thirty  soldiers  and  other  persons, 
ftood  in  defiance  of  the  peace-offi. 
cers,  at  whom  they  threw  brickbats, 
by  which  some  of  the  latter  were 
wounded. 

Cooper,  the  constable,  being  the 
most  active.  Cook  drew  his  sword 
and  stabbed  him  in  the  belly,  and 
he  died  of  the  wound  at  the  expira- 
tion of  four  days.  Hereupon  Cook 
fled  to  Ireland,  and,  as  it  was  de- 
posed upon  his  trial,  while  he  was 
in  a  public  house,  he  swore  in  a 
^rofaao  manner^  for  which  the  land- 


lord censured  him,  and  told  hisi 
there  were  persons  in  the  hoise 
who  would  take  him  in  custody  for 
it:  to  which  he  answered,  ^<  Are 
there  any  of  the  informing  dogi  in 
Ireland  ?  we  in  London  drive  tlicm ; 
for  at  a  fair  called  May-fair,  there 
was  a  noise  which  I  went  out  to 
see—- six  soldiers  and  myself— the 
constables  played  their  parts  with 
their  staves,  and  1  played  mine; 
and,  when  the  man  dropped,  (  wiped 
my  sword,  put  it  up,  and  went 
away," 

Cook,  having  repeatedly  talked 
in  this  boasting  and  insolent  man. 
ner,  was  at  length  taken  into  ens. 
tody,  and  sent  to  Chester,  from 
whence  he  was  removed,  by  writ  of 
habeas  corpus^  to  l^ndon,  and, 
beiiiir  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  wu 
convicted,  and  received  sentence  of 
death.  A  fter  conviction  he  solemnly 
denied  the  crime  for  which  be  bad 
been  condemned,  declaring  that  he 
had  no  sword  iu  his  hand  on  thedsj 
the  constable  was  killed,  and  wu 
not  in  company  with  those  who 
killed  him.  Having  received  the 
sacrament  on  the  2 1st  of  July,  1703, 
he  was  taken  from  Newgate  to  be 
carried  to  Tyburn ;  but,  when  he 
had  got  to  High  Holborn,  opposite 
Bloomsbury,  a  reprieve  arrived  for 
him  till  the  following  Friday.  On 
his  return  to  Newgate  he  was  visited 
by  numl>ers  of  his  acquaintance, 
who  rejoiced  on  his  narrow  escape. 
On  Friday  he  received  another  re- 
spite till  the  11th  of  August,  oa 
which  day  he  was  executed. 

The  royal  prerogative  allows  the 
king  to  reprieve  the  criminal,  and, 
at  his  pleasure,  afterwards  to  give 
the  fiat  of  execution,  in  the  case 
of  Thomas  Cook  we  have  ati  «• 
ample  of  this  ill-timed  lenity.  When 
once  the  mind  of  the  criminal  is  for- 
tified by  repentance  and  resignatioa 
to  death,  and  then  permitted  io  en« 
joy  tVic  auiidpaWoii  ol  U^ft  wmaiadci 
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of  a  KktuMl  coune  of  life  Ihroagh     uid  to  aMOCiftte  only  with  thoM  b; 
•  repriere,  it  is  cruel  to  proceed  to     wboie  ln*truclions  thvj  may  grow 


tke  execution  of  (he  lentenco  of  the 
Uw. 

May  the  fftte  of  this  malefactor 
luTC  iti  proper  effect,  In  teaching 
joatb  to  refrain  from  ciril  compan}', 


wlicr  and  better;  for  ttili  aofortu. 
iiato  man  teems  to  hare  fallen  a  ts- 
crlfic«  to  t4ie  low  pauion  he  had 
imbibed  for  the  life  of  a  prise- 
fighter. 


JOHN  PETER  DRAMATTI, 

SXICUTKD  FOK  HUBDKB. 

tea  DDfortDoato  man  wai  the    tered  into  the  service  of  Lord  Ha* 
(M  of  Protertant  parenb,  born  at     versham,  with  whom  he  remained 


Sarardnn,  in  tin  eoantj  of  Foix,  about  twelre  months,  and  then  ei 
nd  prorincB  of  Langnedoc,  in  listed  u  a  soldier  In  the  regiment  of 
Fmce.  He  received  a  religions  Colonel  de  la  Meloni^re.  HaTing 
edncation ;  and,  when  he  arrived  at  made  two  campdgni  in  Flanden, 
Tnnofmatnti^,  left  Ml  own  conn-  the  raiment  wa*  ordered  into  Ire. 
'    *    '  land,  where  it  wat  dismissed  from 

farther  service ;  in  consequence  of 
which  Dramattl  obtained  his  liberty. 
He  now  became  acquainted  with 
a  vrldow,  between  fifty  and  ilzfy 
of'BiKodeaburgh,  who  was  after-  years  of  age,  who  pretending  she 
wards  King  of  Prnnia.  When  he  had  a  great  fortune,  and  was  allied 
had  been  in  this  Jife  aboat  n  year  to  the  royal  family  of  France,  he 
he  euae  over  to  England,  and  en-    soon  married  her,  not  only  en  ae* 

VOL.  I.  ) 


try,  on  acconnt  of  the  pertecntion 
linn  prevailing  tbere^  and  went  to 
Geaeva.  From  thence  he  travelled 
mto  Gennany,  and  served  ai  a 
hone^renidter  under  the  Elector 
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coant  of  her  supposed  wealth  and 
rank,  but  also  of  her  understand- 
ing  English  and  Irish,  ihinking  it 
prudent  to  have  a  wife  who  could 
speak  the  language  of  the  country 
in  which  he  proposed  to  spend  the 
remainder  of  his  life. 

As  soon  as  he  discovered  that  his 
wife  had  no  fortune,  he  took  a  small 
house  and  a  piece  of  ground,  about 
ten  miles  from  Cork,  intending  to 
turn  farmer;  but,  being  altogether 
Ignorant  of  husbandry,  he  found  it 
impossible  to  subsist  by  that  profes- 
sion, on  which  he  went  to  Cork, 
and  worked  as  a  skinner,  being  the 
trade  to  which  he  was  brought  up. 
At  the  expiration  of  a  tweWemonth 
from  his  coming  to  that  city,  he 
went  to  London,  and  offered  his 
serf  ice  again  to  Lord  Haversham, 
and  was  aidmitted  as  one  of  his  do. 
mestics.    His  wife,  unhappy  on  ac- 
count of  their  separate  residence, 
wished  to  life  with  him  at  Lord 
Hayersham'Sy  which  be  would  not 
consent  to,  taylDg  that  bis  lordship 
did  not  know  ne  was  mmrri^.  Here- 
upon she  entreated  him  to  quit  his 
service,  which  he  likewise  refused, 
saying  that  he  could  not  provide  for 
himself  so  well  in  any  other  situa- 
tion, and  that  it  would  be  ungene- 
rous to  leave  so  indulgent  a  master. 
The  wife  now  began  to  evince 
the  jealousy  of  her  disposition,  and 
intimated  that  Dramatti  had  fixed 
his  affections  on  some  other  woman  ; 
and  the  following  circumstance  ag- 
gravated the  malignaiit  disorder  that 
preyed  upon  her  mind:  Dramatti 
being  attacked  with  a  violent  fever, 
about  the  Christmas  preceding  the 
time  the  murder  was  committed,  his 
noble  master  gave  orders  that  all 
possible  care  should  be  taken  of  him 
at  his  lordship's  expense.     At  this 
j>eriod  Mrs.  Dramatti  paid  a  visit 
to  her  husbaad,  and  again  urged 
^  to  quit  bis  serviccy  which  he 
^itireljr  refused.     A  servant  girl 
^e  ioto  the  room,  bringing  him 


some  watcr-grucl;  and  the  wife, 
suspecting  that  this  was  her  rival  io 
her  husband's  affections,  once  more 
entreated  him  to  leave  his  place;  io 
answer  to  which  ho  said  he  must  be 
out  of  his  senses  to  abandon  a  situ- 
ation in  which  he  was  so  well  pro- 
vided for,  and  treated  with  socb 
humanity. 

Dramatti,  being  recovered  from 
his  illness,  visited  his  wife  at  her 
lodgings  as  often  as  was  consistent 
with  the  duties  of  his  station ;  but 
this  not  being  so*  frequently  as  she 
wished  biro  to  come,  she  grew  more 
uneasy  than  before.     Lord  Haver- 
sham  having  taken  lodgings  at  Ken- 
sington,  Dramatti  was  so  busy  in 
packing  up  some  articles  on  the 
occasion,  that  he  had  no  opporta- 
nity  of  acquainting  his  wife  with 
their  removal.   At  length  she  leant 
this    circumstance    from    another 
quarter ;  on  which,  inflamed  io  the 
highest  degree  of  rage,  she  went  to 
Remington  to  reproach  herhosbaad 
with  hk  unkindness  to  her,  though 
he  declared  he  always  maintained 
her  as  well  as  he  was  able;  and,  u 
a  proof  of  it,  had  given  her  three 
guineas  but  a  little  time  before  the 
murder  was  committed. 

Frequent  were  the  disputes  be- 
tween  this  unhappy  man  and  hh 
wife,  till,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1703, 
Dramatti  being  sent  to  London,  and 
his  business  lying  near  Soho,  be 
called  on  his  wife,  who  lodged  in 
that  neighbourhood ;  and,  having 
been  with  her  some  time,  he  wai 
about  to  take  his  leave,  but  shelud 
hold  of  him,  and  wanted  to  detain 
him.     Having  got  away  from  her, 
he  went  towards  Charing  Cross,  to 
which  place  she  followed  him ;  bat 
at  length  seemed  to  yield  to  his  per- 
suasions that  she  would  go  home, 
as  he  told  her  he  was  going  to  hii 
lordship  in  Spring  Gardens.    In- 
stead)  however,  ol  |^ov^%Va^BLe^she 
went  and  wakt^  tot  Yv\m  2X  «t  '^•Jt 
Hyde  PaT\L  Gate-,  wid\^  €bfc  w«to% 
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he  foviid  \Mt  there,  as  he  was  going 
to  Kenshigtoii.  At  the  Park-gate 
she  stopp^  hiiDy  aod  insisted  that 
he  should  go  no  farther  unless  he 
took  her  with  him.  He  left  her 
abruptly,  aod  went  towards  Chel- 
sea, but  she  followed  him  (ill  they 
came  near  Bloodj.bridge,  where 
the  quarrel  being  yehemently  re- 
newed, she  seizol  his  neckcloth, 
and  would  haye  strangled  him,  had 
he  not  beat  her  with  hb  cane  and 
sword,  which  latter  she  broke  with 
her  hands,  as  she  was  remarkable 
for  her  strength;  and,  if  he  had 
been  nnarmed^  could  hare  easily 
OTerpowered  him. 

Having  wounded  her  in  so  many 
phioes  as  to  conclude  that  he  had 
killed  her,  his  passion  immediately 
began  to  subside,  and,  falling  on 
his  knees,  he  derontly  implored  the 
pardon  of  God  for  the  horrid  sin  of 
which  he  had  been  guilty.  He  then 
went  on  to  Kensington,  where  his 
feUow-serfants  obserring  that  his 
clothes  were  bloody,  he  said  he  had 
been  attacked  by  two  men  in  Hyde 
Ptok,  who  would  hare  robbed  him 
of  hiidothai,  but  that  he  defended 
himself,  and  broke  the  head  of  one 
oftiiem. 

TUs  liory  was  credited  for  a 
short  time;  and  on  the  following 
day  Dnaattl  went  to  London, 
where  he  Ward  a  paper  read  in  the 
streets  lespeeting  the  murder  that 
had  been  committed.  Though  he 
dreaded  being  taken  into  custody 
efery  moment,  yet  he  did  not  seek 
to  make  kis  escape,  but  dispatched 
kit  boflineai  in  London,  and  return- 
ed to  Kensington. 

On  the  following  day  the  serrants 
heard  an  account  S(  the  murder  that 
had  been  committed  near  Bloody- 
bridge;  they  immediately  hinted  to 
kit  lordship  that  they  suspected 
Dnuaatti  had  murdered  his  wife,  as 
thej  had  been  knoMrn  to  quarrel 
before,  and  as  he  came  home  the 


preceding  eTening  with  his  sword 
broke,  Uie  hilt  of  it  bruised,  his 
cane  shattered,  and  some  blood  on 
his  clothes. 

Upon  this  Lord  Hayersham,  with 
a  yiew  to  employ  him,  that  he  might 
not  think  himself  suspected,  bid  him 
get  the  coach  ready,  and,  in  the  In- 
terim, sent  for  a  constable,  who, 
on  searching  him,  found  a  woman's 
cap  in  his  pocket,  which  afterwards 
proyed  to  haye  belonged  to  his  wife. 
When  he  was  examined  before  a 
justice  of  peace  he  confessed  he  had 
committed  the  crime ;  but,  in  exte- 
nuation of  it,  said  that  his  wife  was 
a  worthless  woman,  who  had  en- 
trapped him  into  marriage  by  pre- 
tending to  be  the  blood-royal  ol 
France,  and  a  woman  of  fortune. 

On  his  trial  it  appeared  that  h 
went  to  Lord  Hayersham's  cham- 
ber,  late  on  the  night  on  which  the 
murder  was  committed,  after  that 
nobleman  was  in  bed ;  and  it  was 
supposed .  he  had  an  intention'  of 
robbing  his  lordship,  who  called  ont 
to  know  what  he  wanted;  but,  In 
a  solemn  declaration  Dramatti  made 
after  his  conviction,  he  steadfastly 
denied  all  intention  of  robbing  hb 
master,  declaring  he  only  went 
into  the  room  to  fetch  a  silver  tum- 
bler, which  he  had  forgot,  that  he 
might  haye  it  in  readiness  to  take 
in  some  asses'  milk  in  the  morning 
for  his  lordship. 

The  body  of  Mrs.  Dramatti  was 
found  in  a  ditch  between  Hyde 
Park  and  Chelsea,  and  a  track  of 
blood  was  seen  to  the  distance  of 
twenty  yards,  at  the  end  of  which  a 
piece  of  a  sword  was  found  sticking 
in  a  bank,  which  fitted  the  other 
part  of  the  sword  in  the  prisoner's 
possession.  The  circumstances  at. 
tending  the  mnrder  being  proved  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  jury,  the  cul- 
prit was  found  gnilty,  condemned, 
and,  on  the  *i\si  of  July,  1703, 
was  executed  at  Tyburn. 
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From  this  melancholy  narratiTe 
the  reader  is  taaght  to  ihnn  the  Tioe 
of  lying)  and  to  dread  jealousy  as 
the  most  baneful  of  all  the  disorders 
of  the  mind.  The  two  causes  that 
contributed  to  the  untimely  death 
of  this  unhappy  couple  were  those 
aboTe  mentioned :  by  a  lie  the  wo- 
man seduced  Dramatti  to  marry, 
and  by  her  ill-founded  jealousy,  and 
ungoTcrnable  passion  consequent 
thereon,  proToked  him  to  murder. 

Though  nothing  can  be  urged  in 
extenuation  of  a  crime  of  so  black  a 
die  as  murder,  yet  one  can  hardly 
help  pitying  a  man  who  has  been 
instigated  to  the  commission  of  it 
by  a  Tile  deception  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  ungOTemable  passions 
in  the  second.     Our  young  readers 


will  do  well  to  recollect  the  follow- 
ing lines  of  the  pious  Dr.  Watts : 

'  O  'tit  a  lovely  thing  for  ^ooth 

To  walk  betimes  io  witdom'i  way ; 
To  fear  a  lie,  to  speak  the  truth. 
That  we  rasy  trust  to  all  they  lay.' 

Those  in  the  married  state  who 
peruse  this  story  will  be  particn*. 
larly  struck  with  the  followiog 
worids  of  the  immortal  Shakspeare: 

'  The  Jealtmt  are  the  damn*d  ;* 

for  surely  nothing  can  approach  so 
nearly  to  the  torments  we  suppose 
unhappy  spirits  to  endure  in  a  fu-. 
tnre  state  as  the  pangs  of  jealousy, 
perpetually  corroding  the  mind,  and 
rendering  the  unhappy  subjects  of 
it  constantly  uneasy  with  them- 
seWes,  and  objects  at  once  of  the 
pity  and  derision  of  others. 


THOMAS  ESTRICK, 

EXECUTED  FOB  HOUSEBREAKING , 

Was  bom    in  the  borough  of    everydrcnmstance  of  unmerited^ 

grace. 

Estrick,  haTing  quitted  this  ser- 
Tice,  took  a  shop  in  Cock  Alley, 
near  Cripplegate  Church,  where  he 
carried  on  the  business  to  which  he 
was  bred;  and,  while  in  this  sta- 
tion, he  courted  a  girl  of  reputation, 
to  whom  he  was  soon  afterwards 
married.  It  should  be  remarked 
that  he  had  been  instigated  to  rob 
his  master  at  Hackney  by  some 
young  fellows  of  a  profligate  dispo- 
sition ;  and  he  had  not  been  mar- 
ried more  than  half  a  year  when 
theso  dissolute  companions  threat- 
ened to  give  him  up  to  justice,  if  be 
refused  to  bribe  them  to  keep  the 
secret. 

Estrick,  terrified  at  the  thoughts 
of  a  prosecution,  ga? e  them  his  note 
of  hand  for  the  sum  they  demanded; 
but,  when  the  note  became  due,  he 
was  unable  to  pay  it :  on  which  he 
was  arrested,  and  \a7  %<yme  time  in 
prison,  but  at  Yen^tVi  o\AaA.^t^\a^ 


Southwark,  in  the  year  1676. 
lather  was  a  currier,  and  instmcted 
him  in  his  own  business ;  but  the 
boy  showed  a  Tery  early  attach- 
ment to  pleasures  and  gratifications 
aboTe  his  age,  and  incompatible 
with  his  situation. 

When  the  time  of  his  apprentice- 
ship was  eipired,  he  was  of  too  un- 
settled a  disposition  to  follow  his 
business,  and  therefore  engaged  in 
the  service  of  a  gentleman  of  for- 
tune at  Hackney ;  but  he  had  not 
been  long  in  this  new  place  before 
his  master  was  robbed  of  plate,  and 
other  faluable  efiects,  to  the  amount 
of  abof e  eighty  pounds. 

The  fact  was,  that  Estrick  had 
stolen  these  effects ;  but,  such  was 
the  ascendency  that  he  had  obtained 
oyer  his  master,  and  such  the  base- 
ness of  his  own  disposition,  that  he 
^Md  art  eaough  to  impute  the  crime 
^  aae  of  the  ser r suit  maids,  who 
»w^  iomed  oat  of  the  house  with 
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libcrtj  in  defect  of  the  prosecation 
of  the  soit. 

As  soon  as  he  if  as  at  large  he 
went  to  lodge  with  a  person  who 
kept  his  former  house  in  Cock  Al- 
ley; but,  on  taking  possession  of 
his  lodgings,  he  found  that  a  woman 
who  lodged  and  died  in  the  room, 
during  his  absence,  had  left  a  boi 
containing  cash  to  the  amount  of 
about  ninety  pounds. 

Haftng  possessed  himself  of  this 
sum,  he  opened  a  shop  in  Long  Al« 
ley,  Moorfields ;  but  his  old  asso- 
ciates hafing  propagated  a  report 
to  the  prejudice  of  his  character,  he 
thought  he  should  not  be  safe  in 
that  situation,  and  therefore  took 
shipping  for  Holland,  hafing  pre. 
fiously  disposed  of  his  effects.  On 
hb  arrifal  in  Holland  he  found  no 
opportunity  of  employing  his  little 
money  to  any  ad?antage,  and  there- 
fore spent  the  greater  part  of  it, 
and  then  returned  to  his  natife 
couniry. 

Soon  after  his  return  he  found 
himself  reduced  to  great  distress ; 
on  which  he  had  recourse  to  a  f  a- 
riety  of  illegal  methods  to  supply 
his  necessities.  Ho  was  guilty  of 
prifately  stealing,    was  a  house- 


breaker, a  street-robber,  and  a 
highwayman.  In  a  short  time,  how* 
ever,  the  career  of  his  wickedness 
was  at  an  end. 

He  was  apprehended,  tried,  and 
conficted,  and,  in  consequence 
thereof,  was  executed  at  Tyburn 
on  the  10th  of  March,  1703,  before 
he  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
soTon  years. 

From  the  particular  circumstances 
which  contributed  to  bring  this  of- 
fender to  justice,  the  ill  effects  of 
keeping  bad  company  may  be  learn- 
ed. If  he  had  not  associated  with 
young  fellows  of  bad  character  be 
would  not  haf  e  been  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  gif  ing  his  note  of  hand, 
which  carried  him  to  a  prison,  and 
consequently  threw  him  out  of  bu- 
siness when  he  seemed  disposed  to 
have  got  an  honest  llfing.  The 
same  unhappy  connexion  likewise 
obliged  him  to  depart  for  Holland, 
after  he  was  a  second  time  settled  ; 
and  these  circumstances,  in  fact, 
contributed  to  his  final  disgrace  and 
destruction.  Hence  let  youth  in 
general  be  taught  to  *  avoid  efery 
appearance  of  evil,'  and  to  remem- 
ber that  text  of  Scripture — ^  If  sin- 
ners entice  thee,  consent  thou  not.' 


GERALD  FITZGERALD, 

EXECUTED  FOR  MURDEB. 

Gerald  Fitzgerald  was  the  son    affairs  of  his  new  master.     How- 
ever, he  had  not  been  long  in  this 


of  a  respectable  farmer  near  Lime- 
rick, in  Ireland,  where  he  was  born 
in  the  year  1671,  and  educated  in 
the  Protestant  religion,  his  father 
being  of  that  persuasion. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  came  to 
Loudon  to  learn  the  art  of  peruke- 
making  under  a  relation  of  his  fa- 


service  when  his  old  associates  per- 
suaded him  to  leave  it,  on  which  he 
entered  on  board  a  man  of  war,  and 
was  soon  advanced  to  the  station  of 
steward  to  the  captain. 

He  made  some  voyages  to  the 
East  and  West  Indies,  and  on  his 


ther's :  but  soon  associating  himself    i^turn  to  England  was  married  to 


with  bad  company,  he  ran  away 
from  his  kinsman  at  the  expiration 
of  three  years,  and  entered  into  the 
aervice  of  Sir  Henry  Johnson,  and 
had  the  direction  of  the  domestic 


relation  of  the  captain,  a  young 
lady  whose  singular  good  qualities 
were  admirably  calculated  to  give 
happiness  to  any  man  who  had  pos- 
sessed  wisdom  sufficient  to  have 
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known  in  what  true  happineM  coo- 
sUted. 

He  had  not  been  married  many 
roonthf  before  he  went  ont  at  por- 
ter to  a  man  of  war  bound  to  the 
East  Indief ;  but  this  ship  being  lost 
on  the  coast  of  China,  he  returned 
to  England  in  a  merchantman)  and 
afterwards  sailed  as  a  purser  in  a 
ship  of  war,  which  took  some  prizes, 
of  which  Fitzgerald  recei?ed  hb 
share. 

Being  again  in  London,  he  began 
to  grow  neglectful  of  hu  wife,  en- 
gaged in  the  Tices  of  the  town,  kept 
the  worst  companj,  and  frequented 
houses  of  ill  fame.  In  one  of  these 
he  quarrelled  with  a  gentleman 
named  Piz,  respecting  a  woman  of 
the  town,  and  a  Tiolent  contention 
arising,  Fitzgerald  killed  the  other 
on  the  spot  with  his  sword. 

For  this  offence  he  was  tried  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  and,  being  conrict- 
ed  on  full  efidence,  he  was  hanged 
at  Tjburn,  on  the  2td  of  Decem- 
ber, 1703,  dying  a  sincere  penitent 
for  his  crimes,  which,  though  aggra- 
Tated  in  their  nature,  had  been  but 
of  short  continuance. 


TIm  fate  of  Fitzgerald  thonid  af- 
ford  a  lesson  of  caution  td  youth  hi 
general  ncTcr  to  associate  with  wo. 
men  of  abandoned  characters ;  and, 
in  particular,  this  resolution  ought 
to  be  impressed  on  the  minds  of 
married  men.  This  unhappy  male- 
factor was  united  in  wedlock  with 
a  young  lady,  whose  relation  to 
him  demanded  his  protection,  and 
whose  superior  Tirtues  had  erery 
claim  to  his  tenderest  regard :  yet, 
in  a  rash  quarrel  about  a  woman  of 
the  town,  could  he  murder  his 
friend,  make  his  relations  wretched, 
and  bring  destruction  on  hu  own 
head. 

Fitzgerald  had  been  educated  in 
a  strict  regard  to  the  duties  of  reli- 
gion ;  bdt  this  wore  off  by  his  befaig 
a  constant  witness  of  that  dissolute- 
ness of  manners  which  too  frequent, 
ly  pre?ails  on  board  our  ships,  where 
it  often  happens  that  no  chaplain 
attends  to  perform  that  duty  for  the 
discharge  of  which  he  is  paid  out  of 
the  wages  of  the  seamen :  a  shame, 
ful  abuse,  which  calls  for  redress 
from  those  whose  station  Includes 
the  superintendence  of  naTalaffiun* 


JOHN  SMITH, 

EXECUTED  FOR  UIOUWAT  AOBBERT. 


John  Smith  was  bom  at  Winch- 
comb,  about  ten  miles  from  the  city 
of  Gloucester,  of  honest  parents, 
who  ga?o  him  a  decent  and  reli- 
gious education,  and  brought  him 
up  to  the  business  of  peruke-making; 
but,  being  of  an  Idle  and  eztrara- 
gant  disposition,  he  quitted  his  em- 
ployment, and  went  to  sea:  and, 
though  he  continued  a  sailor  but  a 
abort  time,  yet  his  manners  became 
more  abandoned  during  this  short 
period. 
H^hea  he  quitted  the  naral  ser- 

J^eeke  beauoe  iatimmtdj  acquaint. 

~  wM  M  penon  of  bi$  own  profea- 


sion  in  Chancery  Lane,  widi  whom 
he  agreed  to  go  and  commit  dejre- 
dations  on  the  highway;  and,  la 
consequence  of  this  determina^oa, 
they  set  out  together  on  Sunday,  the 
20th  of  October,  1704. 

When  they  had  got  as  far  as  Pkd* 
dington  they  waited  in  ezpectalioa 
of  seeing  some  person  whoai  flwy 
might  rob;  and  in  lius  intBrwal 
Smith  looked  ofer  a  stile,  and,  ho* 
ing  the  gallows  at  Tybnm,  he  wsa 
•track  with  a  sense  of  the  4an» 
ger  and  ignominy  to  which  he'Wii 
empottn^  kUnfieU)  ib4  Vanw^oaW^ 
w<mld  kai%  «i:nMi  Y&a 
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to  go  home ;  but  the  latter  refased 
so  to  'do,  and  ridiculed  Smith  for 
his  want  of  courage. 

Soon  afterwards  one  Mr.  Birch 
rode  down  the  road,  whom  they 
robbed  of  his  mare;  and  on  the  foU 
lowing  day  Smith  sc^t  out  on  (his 
mare,  and  robbed  the  passengers  in 
three  stage-coaches  near  Epping 
Forest.  On  the  next  Wednesday 
he  committed  depredations  on  three 
other  stage-coaches  and  a  haclcney- 
coach,  on  Hounslow  Heath ;  and 
on  the  Saturday  following  he  rob- 
bed three  more  coaches  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  St.  Albans,  in  all  which 
robberies  he  did  not  obtain  booty  to 
the  amount  of  abore  twenty  pounds. 

On  Monday,  the  6th  of  Norom- 
ber,  Smith  attacked  a  gentleman's 
carriage  on  Finchley  Common ;  but 
being  immediately  pursued,  he  was 
taken  Into  custody,  and,  being  tried 
at  the  next  sessions  held  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  he  was  capitally  con- 
Ticted,  receired  sentence  of  death, 
and  was  executed  at  Tyburn  on  the 
20th  of  December,  1704,  after  con. 
fessing  the  justice  of  his  sentence, 
and  hoping  that  youth  would  take 
warning  by  his  fatal  example,  and 
afoid  those  .practices  that,  had 
brought  him  to  destruction. 

It  is  Tery  remarkable  of  this  ma- 
lefactor  that  he  was  a  highwayman 
of  only  eight  days'  standing  at  the 
utmost :  for  the  first  robbery  that 
he  committed  was  on  the  30th  of 
Oct  and  the  last  on  the  6th  of  Not. 

A  thousand  sermons  haTe  been 


preached  on  the  brerity  of  human 
life  ;  but  surely  none  of  them  can 
strike  the  mind  more  foi^cibly  than 
the  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from 
the  fate  of  this  malefactor.  What 
a  short  period  from  the  first  noto- 
rious Tiolation  of  the  law  to  the  be- 
coming an  instance  cff  its  utmost 
rigour ! 

It  does  not  Tery  frequently  hap- 
pen that  criminals  are  cut  off  aftet 
so  Tery  short  a  career  as  this  man : 
but  those  who  abandon  thcmsclres 
to  the  making  unlawful  depreda- 
tions on  their  neighbours  may  b6 
morally  certain  that  they  haTe  but 
a  short  time  to  lire,  and  eren  that 
this  short  period  shall  be  filled  with 
care,  anxiety,  and  perturbation. 
What  man  can  rest  in  his  bed  who 
lies  down  with  the  conscionsness  of 
baring  robbed  his  neighbour  I  Sleep 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  sup. 
port  of  the  human  frame;  yet  surely 
thicTCs  can  sleep  only  when  oTer- 
come*  by  drunkenness:  and  ereh 
then  their  sleep  must  be  disturbed, 
and  they  must,  in  the  language  of 
the  poet,  <  fear  each  bush  an  of- 
ficer.' A  felon,  conricted  in  his 
own  mind,  can  scarcely  take  up  a 
newspaper  in  which  he  will  not  read 
something  respecting  wretches  in 
circumstances  in  some  degree  cor- 
responding with  his  own. 

What  a  dreadful  life !  and  how 
easy  to  ayoid  it  by  a  strict  adher- 
ence to  the  maxim — ^  Do  onto  all 
men  as  you  would  they  should  do 
unto  you.' 


WILLIAM  ELBY, 

£XEGUT£D  FOR  1IU«J>BB, 

Was  bornjn  the  year  1667  at    company  with  young  fellows  of  such 
'^    -   '    -  ^^  character  that  he  found  it  ne- 

cessary to  enter  on  board  a  ship  to 
prcTont  worse  consequences*  HaTing 
returned  from  sea,  be  enlisted  as  it 
soldier  ;  but  while  in  this  situation 
bo  committed  many  small  ttiefts,-  in 


Bfptferd,  in  Kent|  and  serTed  Ms 
time  with  a  bloekmaker  at  Rother- 
Uthe,  daring  which  he  became  ac- 
qaHated  with  some  women  of  ill 
fms.  After  the  term  of  hb  fp- 
pfentldeship  was  expired  ho  kept 
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order  to  support  tbe  women  with 
whom  he  was  connected*  At  length 
he  deserted  from  the  amy,  assumed 
a  new  name^  and  prevailed  on  some 
of  his  companions  to  engage  in 
housebreaking. 

Detection  toon  terminated  his 
career,  and  he  was  indicted  for  rob- 
bing the  house  of Barry,  Esq. 

of  Fulliam,  and  murdering  his  gar. 
dener.  Elby,  it  seems,  hating  de- 
termined  on  robbing  the  house,  ar. 
rifed  at  Fulham  soon  after  mid* 
night,  and  had  wrenched  open  one 
of  the  windows,  at  which  he  was 
getting  in,  when  the  gardener, 
awaking,  came  down  to  prercnt  the 
intended  robbery  with  a  light  in  bii 
hand.  Elby,  terrified  lest  he  should 
be  known,  seized  a  knife,  and  stab- 
bed him  to  the  heart,  of  which 
wound  the  poor  man  fell  dead  at 
his  feet.  This  done,  he  broke 
open  a  chest  of  drawers,  and  stole 
abouttwo  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
with  which  he  immediately  repaired 
to  his  associates  in  London. 

Though  this  man,  naturally  in. 
clined  to  gaiety,  dressed  in  a  style 
much  above  people  of  his  profes- 
sion,  yet,  being  at  this  period  In  pos- 
session of  a  greater  sum  of  mouey 
than  usual,  those  who  knew  him 
suspected  that  it  could  not  hare 
been  honestly  obtained;  and,  as 
erery  one  was  now  talking  of  the 
horrid  murder  that  had  been  com- 
mitted at  Fulham,  the  idea  imme. 
diately  occurred  that  it  had  been 
perpetrated  by  Elby,  particularly  as 
he  began  to  abound  in  cash  at  thb 
critical  juncture. 

Elby  now  used  to  frequent  a 
public  house  in  the  Strand,  where, 
being  casually  in  company,  the  rob- 
bery and  murder  at  Fulham  became 
the  subject  of  coofersation.  He 
turned  pale,  and,  seeing  one  of  the 
conpanr  go  out  of  the  room,  was 
^  ierriQed  that  be  immediately  ran 
^0i  of  the  house  without  paying 


the  reckoning.  Soon  after  lie  was 
gone,  a  person  called  for  him ;  hut, 
as  he  was  not  there,  he  said  ht 
would  go  to  hu  lodgings.  Tht 
landlord,  enraged  that  the  reckon- 
ing  had  not  been  paid,  demanded 
where  he  lived,  which  being  told, 
and  remarked  by  the  person  who 
called,  he  was  taken  into  custody 
the  next  day,  and  committed  on 
suspicion  of  the  robbery  and  mur- 
der. 

On  his  trial  he  steadily  denied 
the  perpetration  of  the  crimes  with 
which  he  was  charged,  and  his  ooa- 
viction  would  hare  been  very  doubt- 
ful, had  not  a  woman  with  whom  he 
cohabited  become  an  evidence,  and 
swore  that  he  came  from  FiUham 
with  the  money  the  morning  after 
the  commission  of  the  fact  Some 
other  persons  likewise  deposed  that 
they  saw  him  come  out  of  Mr. 
Barry's  house  on  the  morning  tlie 
murder  was  committed ;  but,  as  tbw 
did  not  know  what  had  happened 
they  had  entertained  no  suspidon 
of  him. 

The  jury  deeming  these  clrcnai- 
stances  eridence  sufficient,  Elby  re» 
ceircd  sentence  of  death^and,  having 
been  executed  at  Fulham  09  tk» 
13th  of  September,  1704,  was  hung 
in  chains  near  the  place  where  the 
crime  was  committed. 

A  few  remarks  on  the  conduct 
and  fate  of  this  malefactor  may  tend 
to  the  service  of  such  of  the  rising 
generation  whose  passions  may 
tempt  them  to  deviate  from  the 
paths  of  virtue. 

The  first  circumstance  that  oc- 
casioned Elby's  being  suspected 
was  his  abounding  in  money  soon 
after  the  robbery  was  committed. 
It  generally  happens  that  thietet 
spenid  in  extravagance  what  they 
have  dbhonestly  obtained;  so  tma 
is  the  old  saying,  ^  Got  over  the 
devil's  back)  spent  uudac  Ids  belly.' 
The  dtcunili&ci^  ot  \aa  \sxvb% 
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p«]e,  and  lo  hastily  leafing  the  room 
at  the  public  house  where  the  rob- 
bery and  murder  were  mentioned, 
marks,  in  a  very  striking  manner, 
the  agonising  tortures  of  a  guilty 
conscience! 

fle  was  no  sooner  gone  than  a 
person  called  to  inquire  for  him, 
whence  a  discorery  was  made  of  his 
lodgings,  and  he  was  taken  into 
custody;  and  the  most  material  wit> 
ness  against  him  on  his  trial  pro? es 
to  be  a  woman  with  whom  he  had 
cohabited.  Hence  let  persons  of 
duhonest  lires  learn  that  they  are 
nerer  safe  eren  for  a  single  moment. 


and  that  those  in  whom  they  most 
confide  may  be  the  Immediate  in- 
struments in  the  hand  of  Pro? Idence 
to  bring  them  to  condign  punish- 
ment 

Elby *s  denying  his  principal  guilt 
to  the  last  moment  pro? es  that  the 
mind  dreads  the  fear  of  public  cen^ 
sure,  eren  at  the  moment  the  body 
is  about  to  become  an  immediate 
prey  to  the  worms.  Hence  let  erery 
man  blush  to  be  guilty  of  a  crime, 
which,  in  hb  dying  moments,  ho 
must  necessarily  blush  to  acknow- 
ledge. 


EDWARD  JEFFERIES, 


EXECUTED  FOR  MUROBli, 

Was  a  gentleman  by  birth  and    woman,  but  at  length  appeared  to 


education;  and  as  such,  until  the 
commission  of  the  crime  for  which 
he  suffered,  e? er  deported  himself. 
His  crime  sJbrds  a  melancholy  in- 
stance of  the  fatal  effects  of  illicit 
lore  and  jealousy. 

Edward  Jefferies  was  born  about 
the  year  1666,  at  the  Derizes,  in 
Wiltshire.  He  senred  his  clerkship 
to  an  eminent  attorney  in  London, 
and  afterwards  carried  on  business 
on  his  own  account ;  but  his  father 
dying  while  he  was  yet  young,  and 
leafing  him  a  considerable  fortune, 
he  entered  into  too  profuse  a  way 
of  lifuig,  and  embarked  in  the  de. 
baucheries  of  the  age,  which  dlssi- 
pated  his  substance. 

Soon  after  he  married  a  young 
lady  of  St.  Albans,  with  whom  he 
receif  ed  a  decent  fortune,  and  might 
hafe  lifed  m  prosperity  with  her, 
but  that  he  continued  his  former 
course  of  dissipation,  which  natu. 
rally  occasioned  a  separation.  He 
now  associated  with  one  Mrs.  Eli. 
ubeth  Torshell,  with  whom  a  Mr. 


be  reconciled,  and  dined  together  at 
the  Blue  Posts,  near  Pall  Mall,  on 
the  day  that  the  former  committed 
the  murder.  After  dinner  they  went 
into  the  fields  near  Chelsea,  and  a 
quarrel  arising  between  them,  re- 
specting Mrs.  Torshell,  Jefferies 
drew  his  sword,  and  before  Wood- 
cock, who  was  left>handed,  could 
draw  his,  he  receif  ed  a  wound,  of 
which  he  almost  immediately  died. 

Woodcock  had  no  sooner  fallen 
than  Jefferies  rubbed  some  of  his 
blood  upon  his  (the  deceased's) 
sword,  took  something  out  of  his 
pocket,  and  then  went  towards 
Chelsea,  where  he  had  appointed  to 
meet  Mrs;  Torshell.  There  were 
some  boys  playing  In  the  fields  who 
saw  the  body  of  the  deceased,  and 
a  part  of  the  transaction  abofe 
mentioned.  The  body  was  remof  ed 
to  St.  Martin's  church-yard  to  be 
owned  ;  and  on  the  following  day 
Mrs.  Torshell  came,  among  a  crowd 
of  other  people,  to  see  it,  and  was 
taken  into  custody  on  her  saying 


Woodcock  had  likewise  an  illicit  she  knew  the  murdered  party,  and 
conaesdon.  Jefferies  and  Woodcock  expressed  great  concern  at  his  fate, 
had  frequent  debates  respecting  this        Torshell's  lodgings  being  search- 
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ed,  a  number  of  articlM  werefoand, 
which  she  owned  Mr.  Jeffieries  had 
bronght  tiiither,  though  they  api. 
peared  to  belong  to  Woodcock.  On 
this  Jefieries  was  also  taken  into  ens- 
todj,  and  1>oth  of  them  were  com- 
nitted  to  Newgate.  Jeffuries  al- 
leged  in  his  defence  that  he  was  at 
another  place  at  the  time  the  mur- 
der was  committed :  he  called  sere* 
ral  witnesses  to  proTC  an  alibi ;  bot, 
as  these  did  not  agree  in  the  circom- 
stances,  he  was  conncted,  and  re- 
ceifcd  sentence  of  death.  Mrs.  Tor. 
shell  was  acquitted. 

During  the  time  he  lay  under 
condemnation,  he  repeatedly  denied 
hating  committed  the  murder,  and 
exerted  his  utmost  interest  to  obtain 
a  repriere,  which  was  at  length 
promised,  through  the  medium  of 
the  Dukeof  Ormond.  On  the  19th 
of  September,  1706,  when  the  pro- 
cession towaids  Tyburn  had  reach- 
ed St.  Gileses,  a  respite  met  him  to 
defer  his  execution  till  the  2 1st  of 
the  same  month,  on  which  day  he 
was  executed,  his  guilt  being  too 
apparent.  At  the  place  of  execu- 
tion be  again  denied  the  fact,  but 
said  he  freely  forgaTC  those  who 
had  injured  him,  and  died  in  cha-  * 
rity  with  all  men.     fle  betrayed  no 


lynptoms  of  fear  during  the  pre* 
paratlon  for  launching  him  hile 
eternity. 

From  the  case  of  the  abefe 
wretched  malefactor  we  may  lean 
the  dreadful  consequence  of  lirfaig 
a  dissipated  life.  If  Mr.  Jefeies 
had  gone  on  In  the  way  marked  oat 
for  him  by  ProTidence,  he  n^bt 
haTe  lired  in  a  high  degree  of  credit 
and  reputation ;  but  he,  like  the 
prodigal  son,  wasted  his  sobstance 
in  riotous  living.  Howerer,  on  Mi 
marriage,  he  had  a  second  chtnoe 
for  happiness ;  but,  like  the  cock 
in  the  fable,  he  threw  away  the 
jewel  which  he  had  obtained  in  a 
wife. 

From  his  connexion  with  Mrs. 
Torshell  we  may  learn,  that^  ai  it 
was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  tbe 
church,  and  in  defiance  of  those  of 
morali^,  so  connexions  of  tiiat  sort 
ought  to  be  particularly  avoided  bf 
married  men  of  erery  rank  of  fife. 
The  Instances  arc  comparati?elyfew 
where  a  connexion  of  this  kind  leads 
to  murder :  but,  as  every  such  cob. 
nexion  is  a  deviation  from  the  laws 
of  honour,  they  ought  carefully  to 
be  shunned  by  eTcty  man 'who  hai 
a  regard  to  his  reputation  In  fhii 
world,  or  his  happiness  in  the  next. 


JOHN  SMITH, 

COMVICTXD  OF  ROBBERY. 


Though  the  crimes  committed 
by  this  man  were  not  particularly 
atrocious,  nor  his  life  sufficiently 
remarkable  for  a  place  in  this  work, 
yet  the  circumstances  attending  his 
Ikte  at  fhe  place  of  execution  are 
^hapa  more  singular  than  any  we 
may  hxwt  to  record.  He  was  die 
son  of  a  farmer  at  Malton,  about 
ifteen  miles  from  the  city  of  York, 
wAo  bouod  hhn  apprentice  to  a 
PJciTtff  la  London,  with  whom  he 
^*Wa/  out  bia  dme,  cud  afterwards 


worked  as  a  journeyman.  He  thea 
went  to  sea  in  a  merchant-iMn,  af- 
ter which  he  entered  on  board  a 
man  of  war,  and  was  at  the  Aubom 
expedition  against  Vigo;  but  ea 
the  return  from  tiiat  expeditioo  he 
was  discharged. 

He  had  not  been  long  diseugagsd 
from  the  naval  service  when  he  en- 
listed as  a  soldier  in  the  regiment  ft 
guards  commanded  by  Lord  Cntlf ; 
batln^is  atal\<mVs&ioo«LtMd*fced 
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of  hb  dissolote  companions  as  a 
hoosebreaker. 

On  the  5th  of  Dcoombcr,  1705, 
he  was  arraigned  oti  four  different 
indictmentsy  on  two  of  which  he 
was  contietod.  While  he  lay  un- 
der  sentence  of  death,  he  seemed 
▼ery  little  affected  with  his  sitoa- 
tion,  abiolatel  J  depending  on  a  re* 
priere,  throagh  the  interest  of  his 
friends. 

Howerer,  an  order  came  for  his 
eiecation  on  the  ^4th  day  of  the 
same  month,  in  consequence  of 
which  he  was  carried  to  Tyburn, 
where  he  performed  his  devotions, 
and  was  tnmed  off  in  the  usual 
manner;  bnt  when  he  had  hung 
near  fifteen  minutes,  the  people 
present  cried  out,  <  A  reprie? c !' 
Hereupon  the  maJefactor  was  cut 
down,  and,  bong  conTcyed  to  a 
bouse  in  the  neighbourhood,  he 
soon  reeofered,  in  consequence  of 
bleednig  and  odier  proper  applica- 
tions. 

When  he  perfectly  reco?ered  his 
senses,  he  was  asked  what  were  his 
feelings  at  the  time  of  execution  i 
to  which  he  repeatedly  replied,  in 
substance,  as  follows :  <  That  when 
he  was  tomed  off,  he,  for  some 
time,  was  sensible  of  Tery  greai 
pain,  oecaskNMd  by  the  weight  of 
hb  body,  and  felt  hu  spirits  in  a 
strange  ooDimotion,  Tiolently  press, 
ing  upwards;  that  ha?ing  forced 
their  way  to  his  head,  he,  as  it 
were,  saw  a  great  Mate,  or  glaring 
light,  which  seemed  to  go  out  at  his 
eyes  with  a  flash,  and  then  he  lost 
an  aense  of  pain.  That  after  he 
was  cat  down,  and  b^an  to  come 
to  himsdf,  the  blood  and  spirits, 
fwatg  themselves  Into  their  farmer 
daaadi,  |tat  him,  by  a  sort  of 


pricking  or  shooting,  to  such  into* 
lerablo  pain  that  he  could  have 
wished  those  hanged  who  had  cut 
him  down.'  From  this  circum* 
stance  he  was  called  <  Half, 
hanged  Smith.' 

After  this  narrow  escape  fro«i 
the  grave,  Smith  pleaded  to  hn  par- 
don on  the  ^)th  of  February ;  jret 
such  was  his  propensity  to  evil 
deeds,  that  he  returned  to  his  for- 
mer practices,  and,  being  appro* 
bended,  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bai- 
ley, for  house-breaking ;  but  some 
difficulties  arising  in  the  case,  the 
jury  brought  in  a  special  venlict, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  affair 
was  left  to  the  opinion  of  the  twcd? e 
judges,  who  determined  in  favonr 
of  the  prisoner. 

After  this  second  extraordinary 
escape,  he  was  a  third  time  indicted; 
bnt  the  prosecutor  happening  to  die 
before  the  day  of  trial,  he  once 
more  obtained  that  liberty  which 
his  conduct  showed  he  had  not  de- 
served. 

We  have  no  account  what  bo« 
came  of  this  man  after  this  third 
remarkable  incident  in  his  favour  ; 
but  Christian  charity  inclines  ut  to 
hope  that  he  made  a  proper  use  of 
the  singular  dispensation  of  ProvU 
dence  evidenced  in  his  own  person. 

When  once  the  mind  has  con- 
sented to  the  eommisslon  of  sin,  it 
is  hard  to  be  reclaimed.  The  me- 
mory  of  the  pangs  of  an  Ignooiinl^ 
ous  death  could  not  deter  this  man 
from  following  the  evil  course  he 
had  begun.  Thus,  by  giving  way 
to  small  propensities,  we  impeiw 
ceptibly  go  on  to  enormities  which 
lead  us  to  a  shameful  fate.  Let  «■, 
therefore,  at  once  resolve  never  to 
depart  from  the  path  of  rectitude* 


ROGER  LOW  EN, 

XZECUTED    FOR   MUftDER, 

Was  i  mtire  of  Hanover,  where    and  educated  in  the  principleB  of  the 
he  was  bom  tbout  the  year  16(^,    Lutheran  religioa.  HisfadierlMlng 


44         KNAPP  &  BALDWIN*!  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 


huntsmao  to  the  Doko  of  Zell, 
that  prioce  tent  yoong  Lowen  into 
Fimoce,  to  obtain  the  qualifications 
of  a  gentleman,  and,  on  hu  retorn 
from  his  trafels,  he  was  one  of  the 
pages  under  the  duke's  master  of 
the  horse. 

Coming  OTer  to  England  when  he 
was  between  twenty  and  thirty 
years  of  age,  the  Duke  of  Shrews, 
bury  patronised  and  procured  him 
a  place.  Hafing  thus  obtained 
something  like  a  settlement,  he 
married  a  young  English  woman, 
with  whom  he  lifed  in  an  afTec- 
tionate  manner  for  a  considerable 
thne ;  but  in  the  year  1607,  on  his 
going  abroad  to  attend  King  Wil. 
liam  at  the  treaty  of  Ryswick,  he 
left  Mrs.  Lowen  with  her  cousin, 
who  was  married  to  Mr.  Richard 
Lloyd,  of  Turnham  Green. 

When  Lowen  returned  from 
Holland,  he  became,  with  what  jus. 
tice  we  cannot  say,  extremely 
jealous  of  his  wife,  and  he  pre- 
tended to  hare  recei? ed  incontesta- 
ble proof  of  her  criminal  couTcrsa- 
tion  with  Mr.  Lloyd,  for  the  mur- 
der of  whom  he  was  indicted  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  on  the  Mth  of  Septem- 
ber,  1706,  and  was  tried  by  a  jury 
composed  equally  of  Englishmen 
and  foreigners. 

In  the  course  of  the  eridcnce  it  ap- 
peared that,  on  the  ereoing  prcTious 
to  the  day  on  which  the  murder  was 
committed,  Lowen  invited  Lloyd 
and  his  wife  to  dine  with  him  on  the 
following  day;  that  Mr.  Lloyd, 
being  obliged  to  go  to  Acton,  did 
not  come  ?ery  early,  at  which 
Lowen  expressed  a  considerable  de- 
gree of  uneasiness ;  that  when  he 
came,  Lowen  introduced  him  into 
the  parlour  with  great  apparent 
drility ;  that  Mr.  Lloyd  put  his 
sword  in  a  corner  of  the  room, 
some  time  after  which  Lowen  in. 
wiiedbim  into  the  gmeden^  to  see  bit 
p/daigj  aiier  wlu&  tliej  came  to- 


gether into  the  house,  appearing  to 
be  good  friends,  and  Lowen  desired 
his  wife  to  hasten  the  dinner;  that 
while  she  went  to  obey  his  direc. 
tions,  Lowen  drew  Mr.  Llojd'i 
sword  a  little  way  out  of  the  scib. 
bard,  as  if  admiring  it,  and  asked 
who  was  his  cutler ;  and  that  while 
the  deceased  stood  with  his  haad 
behind  him,  Lowen,  stamping  with 
his  foot,  drew  the  sword  qaite  oat 
of  the  scabbard,  and  stabbed  Mr. 
Lloyd  through  the  back ;  on  wlikh 
his  wife  (who  was  present  at  tUi 
horrid  transaction)  said  to  haB, 
^  Speak  to  me,  my  dear ;'  bat  he 
was  unable  to  do  so;  and  hariag 
lifted  up  his  eyes,  groaned  twice, 
and  then  expired. 

Mr.  Hawley,  a  justiceof  peeeeh 
the  neighbourhood,  passing  hf  at 
the  instant,  Mrs.  Lloyd  aoqaaiated 
him  with  what  had  happened;  oa 
which  he  examined  the  priioaeri 
who  confessed  his  intention  of  haf- 
ing committed  the  murder  sooner, 
and  was  only  concerned  lest  he  had 
not  killed  Mr.  Lloyd. 

The  particulars  respecting  tbe 
murder  being  profod  to  the  aatii- 
faction  of  the  jury,  Lowen  was  cea- 
Ticted,  and  receired  eeotenoe  of 
death  :  in  consequence  of  which  he 
was  hanged  at  Turnham  Green,  ea 
the  25(h  of  October,  1706* 

While  he  lay  under  sentence  of 
death,  he  was  attended  by  M^ssn. 
Idzardi  and  Ruperd,  two  dirin^  of 
his  own  country,  who  were  assida- 
ous  to  conTioce  him  of  the  atroci* 
ousness  of  the  crime  which  he  had 
committed  ;  and  he  iMcane  a  lipi* 
cere  penitent,  confessing  widi  hii 
last  breath  the  crime  he  had  ooai* 
mitted  in  shedding  innocent  bloo4 

From  this  melancholy  nartaiie 
we  may  learn  the  fatal  efledi  of 
jealousy,  which  generally  judges  iO 
of  the  party  accused,  and  alwayi 
renders  the  jealous  ^i^eiaoa  miMra- 
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wife ;  bat  we  have  no  proof  that 
there  wax  anj  foundation  for  his 
suspicions.     Hence  \ei  married  men 
be  (aaght  not  to  indulge  unwarrant- 
able lentiiientB  respecting  that  ami- 
able sex  who  are  the  great  sources  of 
all  the  comforts  of  life.     A  roan 
may  be  wretched  in  a  thousand  in- 
stances which  occur  in  life  ;  but  let 
him  retire  to  the  wife  of  his  bosom, 
and  her  adYico  will  extricate  him 
from  many  a  difficnitj,  or  her  con. 
solations  sooth  him  to  bear  his  bur- 
dens.   There  b  great  wisdom  in  the 
following  proferbs    of   Solomon. 
^  Who  can  fiud  a  firtuous  woman  ? 
for  her  price  is  far  aboTe  rubies. 
The  heart  of  her  husband  does  safe. 
\j  trust  in  her,  so  that  he  shall  ha? e 
no  need  of  spoil.    She  will  do  him 
good  aud  not  evil,  all  the  days  of 
her  life.    Her  children  arise  up, 
and  caU  her  blessed ;  her  husband 
also,  and  he  pralseth  her.' 


Jealousy  is  the  most  dangerous 
passion  of  the  mind.  It  generally 
proceeds  from  the  extra?agance  of 
loTC.  That  jealousy  which  Is  moTed 
by  fond  and  sincere  affection  may 
be  distinguished  from  the  extrava- 
ganco  resulting  from  meanness  and 
suspicion.  When  proceeding  from 
real  lore,  it  must  be  owing  to  the 
suspicion  of  lefity  in  the  object^ 
which  instantly  conjures  up  a  tbou« 
sand  frightful  phantoms.  We  fear 
that  the  charms  which  hate  sub- 
dued us  hare  made  the  same  Im- 
pression on  the  heart  of  another. 
This  is  generally  the  foundation  of 
jealousy  in  men,  and  is,  by  the 
immortal  Sbakspeare,  called  ^  a 
green-ey'd  monster,'  which,  once 
gaining  ascendency, 

'  Farewell  the  tranquil  mind  !    farewell 
content !' 


JOHN  HERMAN  BRIAN, 

EXECUTED  rOR  SITTING   FIRE  TO    THE   HOUSE  OF   MR.  PERSUADE. 


John  Herman  Brian  was  a 
natire  of  Dully,  a  Tillage  in  the 
bailiwick  of  Merge,  in  the  canton 
of  Berne,  in  Swttserland,  where  he 
was  bora  about  the  year  1683.  He 
left  Switierland  while  fery  young, 
and  wenttoGencTa,  where  he  li?ed 
in  the  seniee  of  a  gentleman  abore 
four  years,  and  then  made  the  tour 
of  Italy  with  a  person  of  fortune. 
^  On  his  arrifal  in  England,  he 
li?ed  in  sereial  reputable  families 
for  the  spaoe  of  about  three  years, 
■nd  last  of  all,  for  about  two 
iiMmths,  in  that  of  Mr.  Persuade, 
when,  being  discharged,  in  about 
two  days  after  he  broke  open, 
plundered,  and  burned,  his  dwell, 
ing-hoose,  for  which  he  was  brought 
to  trial,  on  the  16th  of  October, 
1707. 

it  appeared  in  e?idence  that  the 
house  was  made  fast  about  ten  at 


night,  when  the  family  went  to 
bed ;  that  Mrs.  Persuade  had  locked 
up  her  gold  watch,  etwee-case^ 
chain,  scTcnteen  guineas,  &c. ;  that 
waking  about  three  in  the  morning 
she  smelt  a  fire,  on  which  she  left 
her  chamber,  and  found  a  lighted 
flambeau  in  the  passage,  which 
had  burnt  the  boards ;  then  open- 
ing a  parlour-door  the  flames  spread 
with  such  rapidity  that  the  family 
had  only  time  to  preserre  their 
lites. 

A  poor  woman  going  by  at  the 
time^  and  seeing  the  smoke,  knock- 
ed at  the  door  to  alarm  the  family, 
and  at  that  instant  saw  a  man  come- 
o?er  the  wall  (supposed  to  be 
Brian),  who  said  to  her,  ^  Damn 
you,  are  you  drunk !  What  do 
/ou  do  here,  knocking  at  people's 
doors  at  this  time  ?'  and  immediate, 
ly  he  went  away. 


I 
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It  likflwise  came  out  in  e? idaice 
ihwi  iht  piifODer  had  offered  to  tell 
tbe  etwee-case  to  Mcisn.  Ste?eo. 
MB  and  Acton,  goldsmithi,  for 
e[|g]|t  poondf  ;  bat  thej  stopped  it 
on  Hiipicion  that  it  was  stolen,  and, 
on  inijuirjr,  found  to  whom  it  be- 
longed. The  prisoner  afterwards 
retnmiug  to  demand  it,  they  took 
him  into  custody,  and  being  carried 
before  a  magistrate,  and  searched,  a 
dagger  and  two  pistols  were  fouiid 
on  him. 

It  appeared,  from  the  testimony 
of  other  e? idence,  that  when  the 
prisoner  quitted  the  seriicc  of  Mr. 
Persuade,  be  took  a  lodging  in 
Sobo,  but  was  not  at  home  on  the 
night  that  the  facts  were  committed ; 
and  at  noon  on  the  follom  ing  day  he 
left  this  lodging,  and  took  another 
is  Spitalfields,  to  which  he  con. 
reyed  a  trunk,  a  box,  and  a  bun- 
dle, which  were  found  to  contain 
part  of  Mr.  Persuade's  effects. 

It  likewise  appeared  (hat  he  had 
sold  a  fowling-piece  and  two  pis- 
tols, which  were  stolen  from  Mr. 
Persuade.  On  his  trial  he  denied 
every  thing  that  was  alleged  against 
him;  asserting  that  he  bought  all 
the  goods  of  a  stranger ;  but,  as  he 
adduced  nothing  like  proof  in  sup- 
port ai  this  assertion,  the  jury 
found  him  guilty,  without  the  least 
hesitation. 

While  under  sentence  of  death, 
he  steadily  denied  being  guilty  of 
the  offences  of  which  he  had  been 
convicted,  and  reflected  on  the  pro- 
secutor, magistrates,  witnesses,  am! 
jury ;  persisting  in  a  declaration  of 
liis  innocence  to  the  last  moment  of 
his  life :  however,  the  drcumstsnces 
against  him  were  so  unusually 
strong,  that  not  the  least  credit 
oould  be  given  to  his  declaration. 

He  made  repeated  attempts  to 

Mcape  out  of  Newgate,  by  unscrew- 

/^  Mild  £b'ng  off  bii  Irons  ;   but 

^«tty  detected,  be  wmb  properly  se- 


cured  till  the  time  of  hisexeenlion; 
and,  when  asked  by  the  Ordinary  of 
Newgate  how  he  could  waste  Im 
precious  time  in  such  fruitlmsat. 
tempts,  he  answered,  ihat  ^  life 
was  sweet,  and  that  any  other  bih, 
as  well  as  himself,  would  eadeavoir 
to  save  it  if  he  could.' 

He  suffered  in  St  James's  Stnct, 
before  Mr.  Persuade's  honse,  sa 
the  24th  of  October,  1707,  and  wii 
hung  in  chains  near  the  Gtatd- 
pits,  at  Acton. 

Some  useful  lessons  may  heleuat 
from  the  fate  of  this  malefactor.  It 
seldom  happens  that  a  robbeiyii 
committed  but  some  of  thestoka 
goods  are  oflered  to  sale.  In  ikm 
case,  if  the  intended  purchaser  he 
honcrst,  detection  almost  always  UL 
lows  ;  for  in  general  it  is  eisf  to 
judge,  from  appearanee  and  other 
circumstances,  whether  the  eiMis 
that  a  man  offers  are  really  hii  ova 
property,  or  intrusted  to  his  csre 
by  any  person  who  has  a  right  to 
di!ipose  of  them. 

The  crime  of  the  malefactor  be. 
fore  us  is  heightened  by  muider 
being  added  to  robbery ;  for  tho^ 
in  the  event  no  person's  lifs  wv 
lost,  his  intention  was  as  crMml 
as  If  the  whole  neighbourhood  hid 
been  reduced  to  ashes,  and  aB  the 
inhabitants  bad  perished  in  the  flnseL 

The  view  of  Brian  linst  haie 
been  to  conceal  the  robbery  hj  He 
fire.  Hence  let  those  who  an 
tempted  to  do  an  evil  act  leunihit 
the  commission  of  a  sbmH  crisseai 
naturally  leads  to  the  perpetntioa 
of  a  greater  as  the  waters  of  lifcn 
flow  into  the  sea.  Let  them  km 
to  guard  against  the  first  iaduee- 
ment  to  au  evil  act;  let  them  icM 
it  with  all  the  resolution  in  Ihdr 
power,  and  devoutly  pray  for  ^^ 
assistance  against  temptatioo  whkh 
may  be  reasonably  eipected  hj 
those  wko  ask  U  isi  tke  (nil  confi- 
dence of  faith. 


/ 
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JOHN  HALl^ 

EXECUTED  FOR  IIOUSEBUBAKINO. 
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Faoh  the  humble  at ocation  of  a 
chimney-sweeper,  thu  fellow  be- 
came a  notorious  and  daring  thief* 

He  was  remarkably  distinguished 
in  hu  time,  on  account  of  the  nuip* 
her  and  variety  of  robberies  In 
which  he  was  concerned ;  and  few 
thiefes  have  been  more  the  subject 
of  public  con?ersation. 

Hall's  parents  were  Tery  poor 
people,  Uving  in  Bishop'i.head 
Court,  Gray's.inn  Lane,  who  put 
him  out  to  a  chimney-sweeper ;  but 
he  had  not  been  long  in  this  em. 
ployment  before  he  quitted  it,  and 
commenced  pickpocket,  and  was 
accounted  fery  dexterous  in  that 
profession;  bu^notwithstanding  this 
dexterity,  he  was  frequently  de. 
tected,  and  treated  in  the  usual  man- 
ner, by  ducking  in  the  horse-pond : 
he  was  likewise  often  sent  to  Bride- 
well, as  a  punishment  for  these  of- 
fences. 

Notwithstanding  frequent  punish, 
ments  of  this  nature,  ho  commenced 
shoplifter,  and,  in  the  month  of 
Januarr,  1682,  he  was  con? icted  at 
the  Old  fiailey  of  stealing  a  pair  of 
shoes ;  for  wUch  he  was  whipped  at 
the  oprt's  tail :  but  he  had  no  sooner 
obtained  his  liberty,  than  he  com- 
ineneed  hMsebreaker;  and,  being 
convicted  of  breaking  open  the 
house  of  Jonathan  Bretail,  he  was 
seatenoed  to  be  hanged  in  the  year 
1700,  bat  was  aJTterwacds  pardoned, 
on  coadijtikm  of  transporting  him- 
self, within  alz  months,  to  some  of 
the  AaMrioHi  plantations. 

In  consequence  hereof  he  entered 
on  board  a  ship,  from  which,  how- 
ever, he  soon  deserted,  and  engaged 
with  his  old  accomplices ;  and  they 
now  took  up  the  trade  of  robbing 
couotiy  waggons,  and  stealing  port, 
mantsaas  from  behind  coaches.  For 
an  offence  of  this  latter  kind  Hall 


was  tried  and  convicted,  in  the  year 
1702,  and,  being  ^nt  bnrnt  on  the 
cheek,  was  committed  close  prison- 
er to  Bridewell  for  two  years. 

Hall  had  no  sooner  obtained  hb 
liberty,  than  he  joined  with  Stephen 
Bunce,  IXck  Low,  and  others  of 
his  dissolute  companions,  in  break- 
ing open  the  house  of  a  baker,  at 
Hackney ;  wlfich  burglary  was  at- 
tended with  the  following  circum- 
stances: 

Having  broke  into  the  house  soon 
after  midnight,  and  the  journeyman 
and  apprentice  being  at  work,  the 
robbers  tied  them  neck  and  heels, 
and  threw  them  into  the  kneading 
trough,  and  one  of  the  villains  stood 
over  them  with  a  drawn  sword, 
while  the  others  went  up  stairs  to 
rob  the  house  ;  but  the  baker  being 
unwilliog  to  tell  them  where  the 
money  was.  Hall  seised  a  young 
child,  a  granddaughter  of  the  old 
people,  and  swore  he  would  thrust 
her  into  the  oren  if  they  did  not 
make  the  discovery.  Terrified  at 
this  circumstance,  the  old  man  told 
him  where  they  might  find  his 
money,  in  consequence  of  which 
they  robbed  him  of  about  seventy 
pounds. 

Although  this  singular  robbery 
was  the  subject  of  much  conversa- 
tion, yet  the  perpetrators  of  it  were 
not  taken  into  custody.  Soon  af- 
terwards the  house  of  Francis  Saun- 
ders, a  chairman,  near  St.  James's, 
was  broke  open;  and  Saunders 
being  informed  that  this  robbery 
was  committed  by  Hall  and  his  com- 
panions, he  observed  i\iegQ  very 
men,  as  he  was  attending  at  St. 
James's  Gate,  about  three  in  the 
morning  ;  and  ioforraing  the  watch- 
men, they  pursued  them ;  on  wihich 
Hall  and  one  of  his  accomplices 
fired    at   a  watchman,  who    was 
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wonnded  in  the  thigh.  Hall  es- 
caped ;  his  companions  were  appre- 
hended and  tried,  bat  acquitted  for 
want  of  e? idence. 

Hall  was  in  custodjr  in  1705,  for 
breaking  open  the  house  of  Richard 
Bartholomew  ;  but  he  had  been  so 
frequently  at  the  Old  Bailey,  that 
he  was  afraid  of  being  tried  by  his 
name,  and  therefore  changed  it  to 
that  of  Price  :  the  endence  not 
being  sufficient  to  con?ict  him,  he 
was  again  acquitted.  Having  ob- 
tained  his  liberty,  he  returned  to 
his  former  practices,  and  in  Octo- 
ber, 1706,  was  indicted  for  stealing 
a  handkerchief,  in  company  with 
Arthur  Chambers,  but  once  more 
dischai^ed  in  defect  of  endence. 

Repeated  as  these  excesses  were, 


they  made  no  impression  on  the 
mind  of  Hall,  who  was  soon  after- 
wards taken  into  custody,  for  a 
fact  which  he  had  reason  to  think 
would  have  put  an  end  to  hb  wicked 
career,  wherefore  he  became  an  eti- 
dence  against  Chambers,  Bell,  ind 
Fitch,  three  of  hb  accomplices,  and 
thus  once  more  presert ed  hb  life. 

After  thb  he  was  concerned  in 
breaking  open  the  house  of  Captain 
Guyon,  near  Stepney,  in  company 
with  Richard  Loir  and  Stephen 
Bunce,  and  stealing  a  considerable 
quantity  of  plate  and  otiier  effects. 

Of  ^is  offence  the  parties  were 
found  guilty,  and  were  eiecited  at 
Tyburn,  on  the  17th  Deoeaiher, 
1707. 


STEPHEN  BUNCE  and  RICHARD  LOW, 

ACCOMPLICES  OF,  AND  SXBCUTED  WITH,  JOHN  HALL. 


Stephen  Bunce  was  descended 
from  a  reputable  family  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  and  educated  by 
his  grandfather,  who  had  an  estate 
of  800/.  per  annum,  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  Ferersham.  Bonce, 
being  of  a  wild  dbposltion,  was 
sent  to  sea ;  and,  haying  made  two 
or  three  voyages,  his  ship  was 
ordered  to  Plymouth,  where,  going 
on  shore,  he  contracted  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  daughter  of  a 
publican,  whom  he  married  ;  but 
his  wife,  who  was  a  fulgar  woman, 
soon  making  illicit  connexions,  he 
abandoned  her,  and  repaired  to 
London,  where  he  frequented  bil- 
liard-tables and  gaming-houses,  and 
ha? ing  soon  spent  his  money  in  bad 
company,  he  began  to  supply  his 
eztraragance  by  depredations  on 
the  public 

He  continued  his  illicit  practices 

till  he  was  detected  for  stealing  a 

fwordfrom  the  side  of  an  officer  of 

^^  dir  tniaed  buids,   for  which 


offence  he  was  tried  in  Aogut,iy05, 
found  guilty,  and  recdred  sestaes 
of  death  ;  but  was  afterwards  par- 
dooed  on  the  condition  tU  he 
should  transport  himsdf* 

Haring  thus  obtained  Us  Ubertjr, 
he  immediately  associated  hhasdf 
with  hu  old  companions,  and  con- 
mitted  seteral  robberies,  for  one  of 
which  he  thought  he  shoold  be  con- 
Ticted  :  he  therefore  turned  efi- 
dence  against  his  accomptioes^  vho 
were  all  executed. 

Being  once  more  at  IShettf*  he 
entered  into  connexions  with  juk. 
Hall,  with  whom  he  and  Low  wese 
apprehended  for  breaking  open  Ae 
house  of  Captain  Guyon  ;  and  wm 
tried,  conricted,  and  executed  fsr 
this  offence.  Bonce  was  not  quits 
twenty-eight  years  of  age  whcM  ho 
was  hanged.  He  confessed  hisMcif 
penitent ;  acknowledged  the  nuflse- 
rous  robberies  of  which  he  had  best 
gnWty  -,  but  reqiaested  his  friends  net* 
to  petitUm  tot  \Ma>\U^  ia>ma  vaSka- 
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inf;  the  rigonr  of  the  law  woalil  be 
Ibe  onlf  proper  atODomcnt  for  hii 


Hichvd  Low  wti  tmrn  near 
tke  Hone  Ferr]',  Wettmintter,  and 
■eat  to  wa  carl/  in  lire ;  but,  qnlt- 
tiag  thenaTil  emplaymenl,  he  i 


prebendod  for  bonie  breaking)  but 
acqitillcd  for  want  of  etiilencc.  He 
wai  afterward*  admitted  an  eridence 
against  hu  accoinpUcei,  who  were 
all  executed  on  hit  teitimonj. 

UaTing  fhu«  again   obtained   bit 
Itberty,  he  begun  to  rob  in  company 


dated  with  a  nnmber  of  abandoned    with  UrII  and  Buncc  ;  till  at  length    . 
fdlowi,  who  lubiitted  by  plonder.     hia  life  paid  the  forfeit  dne  to  hit 
)Dg  the  paUic.  In  1704  he  waa  ap-     repeated  crime*. 


Hft  liiliiiie  LitKiaant  Cope. 


JOHN  MORGRIDGE, 

EXECUTED    Poa    HDROCn. 

a  drradful  in-     oblained  the  rank  of  Irentcnant  in 

of  the  eflecb  of  intoxication,     (he  army,  invited  scTeral  officera  to 

.who,  throDgh     dini'with  liimat  the  Dulphin  Tavcm, 


Thu  anfortonate 


•        the 


iadelgnca  in  thb  yicc,  met  .  . 
liadyhte,  wuanaliie  of  Canler- 
b«ry,  whose  ancettori  had  serTcd 
the  crown  for  upwards  of  two  hun. 
dred  years.  He  had  been  kettle, 
dmwner  to  the  firat  troop  ofburac- 


Street ;  and  one  of  the 
partiM  Invited  Uurgfridge  likcwlso 
to  go,  assiiiing  him  that  he  would 
be  made  welcome  on  ihe  part  of  Mr. 
Cope. 

When  dinner  wai  oTer,  Cope 
gnardi  for  a  considerable  lime,  and  paid  the  reckoning,  and  then,  each 
would  hate  bem  promoted,  had  it  man  depositing  half.a.  crown,  Hor- 
net been  tor  the  following  nnfortu-  gridgc  and  olhcri  adjourned  to  th« 
natequarrcl:— A  Mr.Cope,  liafing     guard.room,  t»  which   place;  more 
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liquor  was  sent.  They  bad  not 
bee:)  long  there  before  a  woman  of 
(he  town  came  in  a  coach,  and 
asked  for  Captain  Cope.  Being 
iiitroduccdy  she  remained  a  short 
rime,  and  then  said,  ^  Who  will 
pay  for  my  coach  V  Morgridge 
said  '  I  will;'  and,  ha?ing  done 
so,  he  advanccil  to  salute  her  ;  but 
she  pushed  him  from  her  in  a  dis- 
dainful manner,  and  spoke  to  him 
in  Tcry  abusive  terms,  which  in- 
duced him  to  treat  her  with  the 
same  kind  of  language. 

Morgridgc*s  rudeness  was  re- 
sented by  Cope,  who  took  the 
woman's  part,  and  a  violent  quar- 
rel ensued  between  Cope  and  Mor« 
gridgc,  both  of  whom  were  Intoxi- 
cated. This  contatt  increased  to 
such  a  degree,  that  -they  throw  the 
bottles  at  each  other  ;  till  at  length 
Morgridge,  Inflamed  with  passion, 
drew  his  sword,  and  stabbed  Cope, 
who  instantly  expired* 

Morgridge,  being  taken  into  cus- 
tody, was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
July  5,  1700;  but  a  doubt  arising 
in  the  breast  of  the  jury,  whether 
he  was  guilty  of  murder  or  man> 
slaughter,  they  brought  In  a  special 
Terdict,  and  the  aflair  was  left  to  be 
determined  by  the  twelve  judges. 

The  judges  having  consequently 
met  at  Serjeants'  Inn,  the  case  was 
argued  before  them  by  counsel ; 
when  they  gare  an  unanimous  opi. 
nion  that  he  was  guilty  of  wilful 
murder,  because  he  did  not  kill 
Cope  with  the  weapons  he  was  ori- 
ginally using,  but  arose  from  his 
seat,  and  drew  hi^  sword,  which 
was  deemed  to  imply  a  malicious 
intention. 

Morgridge,  in  the  interim,  made 
his  escape  from  the  Marshalsea  Pri- 
son, and  went  into  Flanders,  where 
he  remained  about  two  years  ;  but, 
beiag  uneasy  to  revisit  his  native 
country f  be  imprudently  came  back 
ioEngUMd,  aad, being  apprehended, 


received  sentence  of  death,  and  suf;. 
fered  along  with  William  Greg^,  at 
Tyburn,  on  the  ^8th  of  April,  1706. 

After  conviction  he  was  truly 
sensible  of  the  crime  of  which  he 
had  been  guilty,  acknowledged  the 
justice  of  his  sentence,  and  sub- 
mitted to  his  fate  with  adevoat  wish 
that  his  misfortune  might  hate  its 
proper  effect,  in  the  prerenting 
similar  destruction  happening  to 
others. 

This  is  but  one  instance  of  several 
that  we  shall  have  occasion  to  re- 
cord of  the  fatal  consequences 
arising  from  a  connexion  with 
women  of  abandoned  characten: 
but  for  a  woman  of  this  cut,  the 
two  men  who  were  thus  sacrificed, 
the  one  to  the  Impetuosity  of  pas- 
sion, the  other  to  the  rigonr  of  the 
law,  might  have  lived,  a  credit  to 
themselves,  and  an  advantage  to  the 
community^ 

On  this  occasion  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  reflect  on  the  horrid 
crime  of  seduction.  The  man  who 
is  guilty  of  sednclng  a  modest  youag 
woman  from  the  paths  of  virtue  is, 
in  some  degree,  an  accessory  to 
every  crime  she  may  thereafter 
commit. 

Women  In  general  are  of  natum 
more  gentle,  of  dispositions  more 
harmless,  than  men  ;  yet,  when  the 
mind  of  a  woman  is  once  contami- 
nated, she  commonly  becomes  more 
vicious  even  than  a  man  of  bad 
character  ;  and  the  amiable  softness 
of  the  sex  seems  to  be  totally  eradi- 
cated. 

If  a  youth  is  tempted  to  a  criiii- 
nal  connexion  with  a  woman  al- 
ready debauched  by  another,  kt 
him  reflect  that  he  is  but  seeking  to 
perpetuate  that  infamy  she  hu  te- 
quired,  and  to  render  still  baser  • 
miod  already  contaminated.  One 
would  imagine  that  a  slight  degree 
of  iKoug,Vvt  would  be  sufficient  tt 
realtaiu  yotilYi  ftom  coMAnAma^ 
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this  Dalnre;  but,  unhappily,  the 
passions  arc  more  prefalent  than 
reason,  and  (he  connexion  is  made 
before  the  youth  has  gifen  himself 
time  to  think  of  its  criminality. 


May  the  case  of  Morgridgo  be  an 
instructive  one ;  and  may  those  who 
are  tempted  to  a  commission  of  the 
crimes  we  would  reprobate  receiTc 
a  timely  warning  therefrom. 


.    WILLIAM  GREGG, 

SXECUTEO  FOR  HIGH  TREASON. 


William  Gregg  was  born  at 
Montrose,  in  Scotland,  and,  having 
reccired  the  common  instructions  in 
the  granmar^chool  of  that  town, 
finkked  his  education  in  the  uniTer- 
sity  of  Aberdeen,  and  was  intended 
by  his  friends  for  the  study  of  divi- 
nity ;  but  his  Inclination  leading 
hioB  to  seek  for  advancraient  in  the 
state,  be  cane  to  London,  and  soon 
afterwards  went  abroad  as  secretary 
to  the  ambassador  to  the  court  of 
Sweden. 

Gregg,  during  his  residence 
abroad,  debauch^  a  Swedish  lady, 
and  was  guilty  of  some  other  irre- 
gnlarities;  ie  consequence  of  which 
the  ambassador  dismissed  him  from 
his  serrioe,  and  he  was  glad  to  em- 
bark for  Loadoa  in  the  first  ship 
that  sailed. 

As  soon  M  he  arrived  in  London, 

he  was  engaged  by  Mr.  Secretary 

Hariey,  to  write  dispatches;  and 

letters  of  great  importance  were 

left  unseiled,and  perused  by  Gregg. 

As  the  aecoiat  of  this  malefactor 

which  was  glien  by  the  Ordinary 

of  Newgate  b  very  superficial  and 

uBsatiffactory,  we  shall  give   the 

^      foHowing  eitracts  respecting  him, 

exactly  copied  from  Bishop  Bur. 

net's  history : 

^  ^  At  this  time  two  discoveries 

wew  made,  very  unlucky  for  Mr. 

'      Hariey:   Tallard    wrote  often   to 

'■       Chamilard,  but  he  sent  the  letters 

'      opea  to  the  Secretary's  office,  to  be 

^      perused  and  sealed  up,  and  so  be 

^      conveyed  by  the  way  of  Holland. 

r      These  were  opened  upon  some  sus- 

^^     picioo  m  Holland,  and  it  appeared 


that  one  in  the  secretary'^  office 
put  letters  in  them,  in  which,  as  he 
offered  his  scrvico  to  the  courts  of 
France  and  St.  Germains^  so  he 
gave  an  account  of  all  transactions 
here.  In  one  of  these  he  sent  a 
copy  of  the  letter  that  the  queen 
was  to  write  in  her  own  hand  to 
the  emperor  ;  and  he  marked  what 
parts  were  drawn  by  the  secretary, 
and  what  additions  were  made  to  it 
by  the  lord  treasurer.  This  was 
the  letter  by  which  the  queen  pressed 
the  sending  Prince  Eugene  into 
Spain;  and  this,  if  not  intercepted, 
would  have  been  at  Versailles  many 
days  before  it  could  reach  Vienna. 

*  He  who  sent  this  wrote,  that  by 
this  they  might  see  what  service  he 
could  do  them,  if  well  encouraged. 
All  this  was  sent  over  to  the  Duk^e 
of  Marlborough  ;  and,  upon  search^ 
it  was  found  to  be  written  by 
one  Gregg,'  a  clerk,  whom  Hariey 
had  not  only  entertained,  but  had 
taken  Into  a  particular  confidence, 
without  inquiring  into  the  former 
parts  of  his  life ;  for  he  was  a 
vicious  and  a  necessitous  person, 
who  had  been  secretary  to  the 
queen's  envoy  in  Denmark,  but  was 
dismissed  by  him  for  his  ill  qnali- 
ties.  Hariey  had  made  use  of  him  to 
get  him  intelligence,  and  he  came  to 
trust  him  with  the  perusal  and  seal- 
ing up  of  the  letters  which  the 
French  prisoners,  here  in  England, 
sent  over  to  France  ;  and  by  that 
means  he  got  into  the  method  of 
sending  intelligence  thither.  He, 
when  seized  on,  either  upon  remorse 
or  hopes  of  pardon,  confessed  all, 


62         KNAPP  k  BALDWLVi  NEWGATE  CALENDAR; 


and  figficcl  his  confcMioii :  upon  that 
he  was  tried,  aiid,  pleading  guilty, 
was  condemned  as  a  traitor,  for  cor- 
responding with  the  queen's  enemies. 
*  At  the  same  time  Valiere  and 
Bara,  whom  Harley  had  employed 
as  his  spies  to  go  often  over  to  Ca- 
lab,  under  the  pretence  of  bringing 
him  intelligence,  were  informed 
against,  as  spies  employed  by  France 
to  get  intelligenee  from  £ngland, 
who  carried  orer  many  letters  to 
Calais  and  Boulogne,  and,  as  was 
belicfed,  gate  such  information  of 
our  trade  and  convoys,  that  by 
their  means  we  had  made,  our  great 
losses  at  sea.  They  were  often 
complained  of  upon  suspicion,  but 
they  were  always  protected  by  Uar. 
ley ;  yet  the  presumptions  against 
them  were  so  violent,  that  they  were 
at  last  seized  on,  and  brought  up 
prisoners.' 

The  Whigs  took  such  adrantage 
of  this  circumstance,  that  Mr.  Har- 
ley was  obliged  to  resign ;  and  his 
enemies  were  inclined  to  carry  mat. 
ters  still  further,  and  were  re8ol?ed,if 
possible,  to  find  out  eridence  enough 
to  affect  his  life.    With  this  view,  the 
House  of  Lords  ordered  a  committee 
to  examine  Gregg  and  the  other 
prisoners,  who  were  very  assiduous 
in  the  discharge  of  their  commission, 
as  will  appear  by  the  following  ac- 
count written  by  the  same  author : 
^The  lords  who  were  appointed 
to  examine  Gregg  could  not  fiud 
out  much  by  him :  he  had  but  newly 
begun  his  designs  of  betraying  se- 
crets, and  he  had  no  asisociates  with 
him  in  it.   He  told  them  that  all  the 
papers  of  state  lay  so  carelessly 
about  the  office  that  erery  one  be- 
longing to  it,  e?en  the  door-keepers, 
might  have  read  them  all.    Harley*s 
custom  was  to  come  to  the  office 
late  on  post-nights,  and,  after  he 
^M  given  his  orders,  and  wrote  his 
l^tien,  be  usually  went  away,  aud 
M  Mil  to  be  copied  out  when  he 


was  gone.  By  that  means  he  esoe 
to  see  every  thing,  in  particular  the 
queen*s  letter  to  the  emperor.  He 
said  he  knew  the  design  on  Toiriba 
in  May  last,  but  he  did  not  discover 
it;  for  he  had  not  entered  oo  hu 
ill  practices  till  October.  This  was 
all  he  could  say. 

^  By  the  examination  of  Valiere 
and  Bara,  and  of  many  othen  who 
lived  about  Dover,  and  were  cm. 
ployed  by  them,  a  discovery  wai 
made  of  a  constant  intercourse  thej 
were  in  with  Qdais,  under  HarUj*s 
protection.  They  often  went  over 
with  boats  full  of  wool,  and  broa^ 
back  brandy,  though  both  the  isi. 
port  and  export  were  severely  pro^ 
hibited.  They,  and  those  who  be. 
longed  to  the  boats  carried  over  bjr 
them,  were  well  treated  on  the 
French  side  at  the  governor's  boase, 
or  at  the  commissary's:  they  were 
kept  there  till  their  letters  were 
sent  to  Pam,  and  till  retams  coaM 
be  brought  back,  and  were  all  the 
while  upon  free  cost  The  order 
that  was  constantly  given  them  was, 
that  if  an  English  or  Dutch  sUpcasM 
up  with  them,  they  should  cast  thdr 
letters  into  the  sea,  but  that  thej 
should  not  do  it  when  French  ships 
came  up  with  them:  so  they  were 
looked  on  by  all  on  that  coastal 
the  spies  of  France.  They  utd  to 
get  what  information  they  caald, 
both  of  merchant-ships,  and  of  the 
ships  of  war  that  lay  in  the  Dowas, 
and  upon  that  they  usually  watt 
over;  and  it  happened  that  sooa 
after  some  of  those  ships  were  takow 
These  men,  as  they  were  F^pidii 
so  they  behaved  themselves. iaia- 
lently,  and  boasted  much  of  their 
power  and  credit. 

*'  Complaints  had  been  often  ssade 
of  them,  but  they  were  always  pro- 
tected ;  nor  did  it  appear  that  thcj 
ever  brought  any  information  of  ia- 
portance  to  Harley  but  once,  who, 
accocd\f\^  \o  ii\i«A.\3Dk«)  twoce^thsf 
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lold'  bin  that  Fourbin  was  gone 
'from  Dankirk,  to  lie  in  wait  for 
the  Runiin  fleet,  whicb  proTcd  to 
be  inc ;  be  both  went  to  watcb  for 
tben,  and  he  took  the  great  part 
of  the  fleet.  Yet,  though  this  was 
B  tingle  piece  of  intelligence  that 
Ibey  ever  brought,  Ilarlej  took  so 
little  notice  of  it,  that  he  gate  no 
adfertifement  to  the  admiralty  con- 
cerning it  This  particular  except, 
ed,  tbey  only  brought  o? er  common 
news,  and  the  Pftris  gazetteer.  These 
examinations  lasted  for  some  weeks : 
when  tbey  were  ended,  a  full  report 
was  made  of  them  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  tiiey  ordered  the  whole 
report,  with  all  the  examinations, 
to  be  laid  before  the  queen.' 

^'^H  ^**  conTkteid  on  the  sta- 
<«te  of  Edward  IIL  which  declares 
it^  high  treason  *  to  adhere  to  the 
king's  enemies,  or  to  give  them  aid 
cither  within  or  without  the  realm.' 

immediately  after  this  conviction, 
both  homes  of  parliament  petition- 
ed  the  queen  that  he  might  be  exe- 
cuted, and  he  was  accordingly  hang- 
ed at  Tybim,  with  Morgndge,  on 
the  28th  of  April,  1708. 

^'W)  ^  ^he  place  of  execution, 
ddirered  a  paper  to  the  sheriffs  of 
I^mdon  and  Middlesex,  in  which 
be  acknowledged  the  justice  of  his 
•entonce,  declared  his  sincere  re- 
pentance of  all  his  sins,  particu- 
l»rty  that  lately  committed  against 
*^9"**|Wboie  forgifeness  he  de- 
vcNitly  bnplored. 

He  likewise  expressed  his  wish 
to  make  all  possible  reparation  for 
tbe  fajunes  he  had  done;  begged 
pirdon,  ui  a  particular  manner,  of 
Jw.  Secretary  Uarley ;  and  testified 
«« perfect  innocence  of  that  gen- 


tleman, declaring  that  be  was  no 
way  privy,  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
his  writing  to  France.  He  profess- 
ed that  he  died  an  unworthy  mem- 
ber of  the  Protestant  church ;  and 
that  the  want  of  money  to  supply 
his  extravagances  had  tempted  him 
to  commit  the  fatal  crime  which  cost 
him  his  life. 

Gregg's  ruling  passion  appears 
to  hare  been  ambition  ;  but  this 
was  so  blended  with  a  love  of  inor- 
dinate pleasures,  that  he  was  In- 
duced to  have  recourse  to  the  most 
unwarrantable  practices  to  supply 
his  extravagances.  In  both  his 
public  situations  he  was  in  the  re- 
gular way  to  have  advanced  himself 
in  tlie  state;  and  prudence,  vigi- 
lance, and  caution,  and  a  strict  ad- 
herence to  the  great  rule  of  right, 
would,  in  all  human  probability, 
have  gratified  the  favorite  wish  of 
his  heart :  but,  permitting  himself 
to  be  seduced  by  the  violence  of  his 
own  passions,  he  deviated  from  the 
path  of  honour,  and  became  an  ob- 
ject of  public  punishment  and  pub- 
lic detestation. 

He  acted,  likewise,  against  his 
own  principles ;  for,  while  ho  was 
corresponding  with  the  enemy,  and 
taking  measures  to  subvert  the  go- 
vernment, he  had  no  predilection 
in  favour  of  the  Pretender.  On 
the  contrary,  he  declared,  while  he 
was  under  sentence  of  death,  that 
^  he  never  thought  he  had  any  right 
to  the  throne  of  these  realms.' 

How  strangely  preposterous,  then, 
was  the  conduct  of  this  man  1  From 
his  untimely  fate  may  youth  be 
taught  that  the  only  road  to  sub- 
stantial honour  and  happiness  is 
through  the  path  of  virtue ! 


DEBORAH  CHURCHILL, 

EXECUTED  POR  MUEDBR. 

Ill  this  case  we  shall  disclose  one    played  by  woman  to  defraud  her 
of  the  most  consummate  tricks  ever    creditors ;  and  a  more  effectual  me- 


54 


KNAPP  &  BALDWIN'S  N£W6AT£  CALENDAE. 


ftod  cannot  be  resorted  to.  It  U  a 
satisfaction,  however,  that,  during 
the  perusal  of  the  fate  of  Deborah 
Churchill,  we  know  that  Fleet  mar- 
Tiages  have  long  been  declared  ille. 
gal ;  and  therefore  the  artifice  can- 
not now  be  so  easily  accomplished. 
Formerly,  within  the  liberties  of 
the  Fleet,  the  clergy  could  perform 
the  marriage  rites  with  as  little  ce. 
remony  as  at  Gretna  Green,  where, 
to  the  disgrace  of  the  British  cm- 
pire,  an  ignorant  blacksmith,  or  a 
follow  equally  mean  and  nnfit,  as. 
somes  this  sacred  du  ty  of  the  church. 
Though  this  woman's  sins  were 
great,  yet  we  must  admit  some  hard- 
ilhip  in  her  suffering  the  utmost 
rigour  of  the  law  for  the  crime  for 
which  she  was  found  guilty,  but 
which,  at  the  same  time,  is,  in  the 
eye  of  the  law,  great  as  in  the  im- 
mediate perpetrator  of  a  murder. 
Here  we  deem  it  well  to  observe, 
that  any  person  present  while  mur- 
der is  committing,  and  though  ho 
may  take  no  part  in  the  commission 
of  the  crime,  yet,  unless  he  does  his 
utmost  to  prevent,  he  is  considered 
guilty,  equal  with  him  -who  might 
have  given  the  fatal  blow. 

Deborah  Churchill  was  born 
about  the  year  1678,  in  a  village 
near  Norwich.  She  had  several  chil- 
dren by  her  husband,  Mr.  Church* 
ill ;  bttt  her  temper  not  being  cal- 
culated to  afford  him  domestic  hap* 
piness,  he  repined  at  his  situation, 
and  destroyed  himself  by  intuxica- 
tioB. 

Deborah^  after  this  event,  came  to 
London,  and,  being  much  too  idle 
and  too  proud  to  think  of  earning  a 
snbsistence  by  her  industry,  she  ran 
considerably  In  debt ;  aud,  in  order 
to  extricate  herself  from  her  incum. 
brances,  had  recourse  to  a  method 
which  was  formerly  as  common  as 
it    ia  unjust.     Going  to  a   public 

himse  Iti  Holborn,  she  saw  a  sol. 

^^  itikt  MBked  hita  ii  he  would 


marry  her.  The  man  imncdiatd^ 
answered  in  the  affirmative,  on 
which  they  went  in  a  coach  to  the 
Fleet,  where  the  nuptial  knot  was 
instantly  tied. 

Mrs.  Churchill,  whose  mtiden 
name  is  unknown,  having  obtained 
a  certificate  of  her  marriage,  en. 
ticed  her  husband  to  drink  till  he 
was  quite  inebriated,  and  then  gave 
him  the  slip,  happy  in  thb  ooitrir- 
ance  to  screen  herself  froM  ta 
arrest. 

A  little  after  this  she  cohabited 
with  a  young  fellow  named  Hani, 
with  whom  she  lived  more  than  sii 
years.  Hunt  appears  to  have  been 
a  youth  of  a  rakish  dispositba.  Ue 
behaved  very  ill  to  this  unhappy 
woman,  who,  however,  loved  kin 
to  distraction,  and  at  length  for- 
feited her  life  in  conseqoQBce  of  the 
regard  thai  she  had  for  bin. 

One  night,  as  Mr.  Hunt  and  one 
of  his  associates  were  retamiDg 
from  the  theatre,  in  company  with 
Mrs.  Churchill,  a  quarrel  arose  be- 
tween the  men,  who  inuaediately 
drew  their  swords;  while  Mrs. 
Churchill,  anxious  for  the  safety  of 
Hunt,  interposed,  and  kept  his  so. 
tagonist  at  a  distance;  in  coMe- 
quencc  of  which,  being  off  Mi 
guard,  he  recdved  a  wonodf  of 
which  he  died  almost iromedinlsly* 

No  sooner  was  the  ifinrder  eon- 
mitted  than  Hunt  effected  biseiespe, 
and,  eluding  his  pursuers,  arrived 
safely  in  Holland;  but  Mrs.  Chardi- 
ill  was  apprehended  on  the  spot, 
and,  being  taken  before  a  ou^is* 
trate,  was  committed  to  Neirgata- 

November,  1708,  at  the  s» 
sions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey,  Mn. 
Churchill  was  indicted  as  an  ac* 
complice  on  the  act  of  the  first  year 
of  King  James  I.  called  the  statate 
of  stabbing,  by  which  it  is  enacted, 
that,  'if  any  one  stabs  another, 
who  hath  not  at  that  time  a  weapon 
drawn ,  ot  YiaiVi  tkol  %nV  t\mV«»>^ 
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party  who  stabs  is  deemed  guilty 
of  marder,  if  the  person  stabbed 
dies  within  sii  months  afterwards.' 

Mrs.  Churchill,  being  couvicted, 
pleaded  a  state  of  pregnancy,  in  bar 
to  her  eiecotion ;  and  a  jury  of 
matrons,  being  impanelled, declared 
that  they  were  ignorant  w  hethcr  she 
was  with  child- or  not.  Hereupon 
the  court,  willing  to  allow  all  rea- 
sonable tine  in  a  case  of  this  na- 
tare,  respited  judgment  for  six 
months ;  at  the  end  of  which  time 
she  receifed  sentence  of  death,  as 
there  was  no  appearance  of  her 
being  pregnant. 

Thb  woman's  behaviour  was  ex- 
tremely penitent;  but  she  denied 
her  guilt  to  the  last  moment  of  her 
life,  hating  no  conception  that  she 
had  committed  murder,  because  she 
did  not  herself  stab  the  deceased. 
She  sttfiered  at  Tyburn  on  the  17th 
of  December,  1708. 

From  the  fafail  end  of  this  woman 
we  may  gather  the  following  lessons 
of  iastraction.    Her  onhappy  tem- 


per induced  her  first  husband  to 
hafe  recourse  to  strong  liquors, 
whirh  killed  him.  Hence  let  mar- 
ried women  learn  to  keep  a  guard 
on  their  tempers,  and  always  to 
meet  their  husbands  with  smiles  of 
complacency  and  good  nature. 
Marriage  Is  cither  a  heayen  or  a 
hell  upon  earth,  according  to  the 
behaviour  of  the  parties  towards 
each  other. 

Mrs.  Churchill's  attachment  to 
Hunt  b  a  strong  proof  of  the  capri- 
ciousness  of  the  female  mind  ;  but 
she  is  only  one  distance  amongst 
thousands  of  a  woman  proving  a 
bad  wife,  and  entertaining  an  affec- 
tion for  a  man  no  way  worthy  her 
regard.  We  wish,  for  the  honour 
of  the  fair  sex,  that  these  instances 
may  daily  decrease;  that  female 
virtue  may  triumph  through  the 
land  ;  and  that  every  departure  from 
it  maybe  deemed  as  criminal  in  the 
eyes  of  the  sex  in  general  m  it 
undoubtedly  is  in  the  sight  of 
heaven. 


CHRISTOPHER  SLAUGHTERFORD, 


£XECUTED  FOR  TUE  MU 

Tuia  is  a  very  singular  case,  and 
will  excite  different  opinions  re- 
•peetiDg  this  unhappy  man's  com- 
mission of  the  deed  for  which  he 
was  executed. 

He  was  the  son  of  a  miller  at 
Westbary  Green,  in  Surrey,  who 
apprenticed  hioi  at  Godalming. 
When  his  time  was  expired,  he  lived 
in  several  situations,  and  afterwards 
took  a  nalChouse  at  Shalford,  when 
his  aunt  became  his  housekeeper, 
and  he  acquired  a  moderate  sum  of 
money  by  his  industry. 

He  now  paid  his  addresses  to 
Jane  Young,  and  it  was  generally 
supposed  he  intended  to  marry  her. 
The  last  time  he  was  seen  in  her 
company  was  on  the  evening  of  the 
5th  of  October,  1703  ;  from  which 


RDEE  OF  JANE  YOUNG. 

day  she  was  not  heard  of  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  on  which  suspicions 
arose  that  Slaughtcrford  had  mur- 
dered her. 

About  a  month  afterwards  the 
body  of  the  unfortunate  girl  was 
found  in  a  pond,  with  several  marks 
of  violence  on  it ;  and  the  public 
suspicion  being  still  fixed  on  Slaugh- 
tcrford, he  voluntarily  surrendered 
himself  to  two  justices  of  the  peace, 
who  directed  that  he  should  be  dis- 
charged ;  but,  as  he  was  still  accused 
by  his  neighbours,  he  went  to  a 
third  magistrate,  who,  agreeable  to 
his  own  solicitations,  committed  him 
to  the  Marshalsea  Prison ;  and  he 
was  tried  at  the  next  assizes  at  King- 
ston, and  acquitted. 

The  majority  of  his  neighboars, 


50        KNAPP  &  BALDWIN'S  N£WGAT£  CALENDAIL 


I 


howefer,  still  insisted  that  he  was 
goiltj,  and  prevailed  on  the  rela. 
tions  of  the  deceased  to  bring  an 
appeal  for  a  new  trial ;  towards  the 
expense  of  which  many  persons  sub. 
scribed,  as  the  father  of  JaneToung 
was  in  indigent  circumstances. 

During  the  nest  term  he  was 
tried,  bj  a  Surrey  jury,  in  the 
Court  of  Queen's  i^'nch,  liefore 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt,  the  ap. 
peal  being  lodged  in  the  name  of 
Henry  Toung,  brother  and  heir  to 
the  deceased. 

The  CTidence  ^ven  on  this  second 
trial  was  the  same  in  substance  as 
on  the  first ;  yet  so  different  were 
the  sentiments  of  the  two  juries, 
that  Slaughterford  was  now  found 
guilty,  and  receiTcd  sen  tea  ce  of 
death*  It  may  k>e  proper  to  men* 
tion  the  heads  of  some  of  the  depo- 
sitions, that  the  reader  may  judge 
of  tha  propriety  of  the  verdict. 

Elizabeth  Chapman,  the  mistress 
of  Jane  Young,  deposed  that,  when 
the  young  woman  left  her  service, 
she  said  she  was  going  to  be  married 
to  the  prisoner,  that  she  had  pur- 
chased new  clothes  on  the  occasion, 
and  declared  that  she  was  to  meet 
him  on  the  Sunday  following.  That 
the  deponent  sometimes  afterwards 
inquired  after  Jane  Young,  and, 
asking  if  she  was  married,  was  in. 
form^  that  she  had  been  seen  in 
the  company  of  Slaughterford,  but 
no  one  could  tell  what  was  l>ecome 
of  her  since,  and  that  he  himself 
prettnded  he  knew  nothing  of  her, 
bat  thought  she  had  bee  A  at  home 
with  Mrs.  Cbapnan ;  which  had  in. 
dnced  Ibis  witness  to  believe  that 
some  mischief  had  befallen  her. 

Other  witnesses  proved  that  Jane 
Young  was  in  company  with  the 
prisoner  on  the  night  that  the  murder 
was  committed ;  and  one  man  swore 
that,  at  three  in  the  morning,  he 
OMt  a  roan  and  woman  on  a  comr 
M0a,  siHMitM  quarter  of  a  mile  from 


the*place  where  the  body  was  fonad ; 
that  the  man  wore  light-coloircd 
clothes,  as  it  was  proved  the  pri- 
soner had  done  the  preceding  day ; 
and  that  soon  after  he  passed  then 
he  heard  a  shrieking,  like  the  voice 
of  a  woman. 

It  was  sworn  by  a  woman,  that, 
after  the  deceased  was  missingt  she 
asked  Slaughterford  what  was  be- 
come of  hb  lady  :  to  which  he  re- 
plied, ^  I  have  put  her  off;  doyoa 
know  of  any  girl  that  has  any 
money  ?  I  have  got  the  way  of  pat*, 
ting  them  off  now.' 

It  was  deposed  by  another  woauH 
that,  before  the  discovery  of  tlw 
murder,  she  said  to  Mr.  Siaighter. 
ford,  «  What  if  Jane  Yonng  shoald 
lay  such  a  child  to  you  as  nine  ii 
here  ?*  at  which  he  sighed,  aad  said, 
Mt  is  now  impossible  ;*  and  cried 
till  the  tears  ran  down  hb  cheeks* 

Incontr«idiclion  to  this,  theaaat 
of  Mr.  Slaughterford,  and  a  yoaag 
lad  who  lived  in  the  honse,  deposed 
that  the  prisoner  lay  at  boiiie  on  the 
night  that  the  murder  was  eoB- 
mittcd. 

Slaughterford,  from  the  tuna  of 
conviction  to  the  very  hour  of  hb 
death,  solemnly  declared  hb  Imw- 
cence ;  and,  though  visited  by  seiie- 
ral  divines,  who  urged  him  by  all 
|K>8silde  arguments  to  confess  tile 
fart,  yet  he  still  persbted  that  he 
was  not  guilty.  He  was  respited 
from  the  Wednesday  till  Saturday, 
in  which  interim  he  desired  to  see 
Mr.  Wood  roof,  a  minbter  of  Gaiid- 
ford,  from  which  it  was  thonght 
he  would  make  a  confession ;  bat 
what  he  said  to  him  tended  only  iB 
confirm  his  former  declaratioaa* 

As  soon  as  the  executioner  had 
tied  him  up,  he  threw  himself  ol^ 
having  previously  delivered  to  the 
sheriff  a  paper,  containing  the  fol- 
lowing solemn  declaration : 

<  Guiidfordj  Jufy  9, 1700. 
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cording  to  the  sentence  pused  upon 
me  At  tke  Queen^s  Bench  bar,  for  a 
crime  of  which  I  am  whollj  inno* 
cent,  I  thought  myself  obliged  to 
let  the  world  know,  that  th^y  maj 
not  reflect  on  .my  friends  and  rela. 
tions,  whom  I  have  left  behioil  me 
much  troablcd  for  my  fatal  end, 
that  f  know  nothing  of  the  death 
of  Jane  Young,  nor  how  she  came 
by  her  death,  directly  or  indirectly, 
though  some  haf  e  bisen  pleased  to 
cast  reflections  on  my  anat.  How. 
erer,  I  freely  forgi?e  all  my  enemies, 
and  pray  to  God  to  gite  them  a  doe 
sense  of  their  errors,  and  in  his  due 
time  to  bring  the  truth  to  light.  In 
the  mean  time^  I  beg  every  one  to 
forbear  reflecting  on  my  dear 
mother,  or  any  of  my  relations,  for 
my  unjost  and  unhappy  fall,  since 
what  I  have  here  set  down  is  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  as  I  ex- 
pects alTation  at  the  hands  of  Al. 
mighty  God;  but  I  am  heartily 
sorry  (hat  I  should  be  the  cause  of 
persuading  het  to  leavo  her  dame, 
whicfais  all  that  troubles  me.  As  wit. 
ness  my  hand  this  0th  day  of  July.* 
We  have  already  observed  that 
the  case  of  Skughterford  is  very 
extraordinary.  We  see  that  he 
Burre&deied  himself  to  the  justices 
when  he  mi|^  have  ran  away  ;  and 
common  seme  tdk  us  that  a  mur. 
derer  would  endeavour  to  make  his 
escape;  and  we  And  him  a  second 
time   sarruMldring  himself,  as    if 


anxious  to  wipe  away  the  stain  on 
his  character.  Wo  find  him  tried 
by  a  jury  of  his  counfrymen,  and 
acquitted;  then  again  tried,  on  an 
appeal,  by  another  jury  of  his  neigh, 
hours,  found  guilty,  condemned, 
and  eiecutcd.  Here  it  should  be 
observed,  that  after  conviction  on 
an  appeal,  which  rarely  happens,  the 
king  has  no  power  to  pardon  ;  pro- 
bably, had  Slaughtorford  been 
found  guilty  by  the  first  jury,  ae 
his  case  was  dubious,  he  would 
have  received  royal  mercy.  Some 
of  the  depositions  against  him  seem 
very  striking ;  yet  the  testimony^ 
in  his  favour  is  equally  clear.  There 
appears  nothing  In  the  former  part 
of  his  life  to  impeach  his  character ; 
there  is  no  proof  of  any  animosity 
between  him  and  the  party  mur. 
dered;  and  there  is  an  apparent 
contradiction  in  part  of  the  evidence 
against  him.  He  is  represented  by 
one  female  witness  as  sneering  at 
and  highly  gratified  with  the  mur. 
der ;  while  another  proves  him  ex« 
tremely  affected,  and  shedding  tears 
on  the  loss  of  Jane  Young.  The 
charitable  reader  must  therefore  be 
inclined  to  think  this  man  was  /fs. 
nocenty  and  that  he  fell  a  sacrifice 
to  the  prejudices  (laudable,  per. 
haps)  of  his  incensed  neighbours. 
He  was  visited  while  under  sentence 
of  death  by  a  number  of  divines,= 
yet  he  dies  with  the  most  sacred 
averment  of  his  innocence. 


GRACE  TRIPP, 

XXBOUTSO   FOR  MURDER. 


In  the  perpttntlon  of  this  hor. 
rid  murder,  wearegreatly  shocked 
to  find  base  perfidy  added  to  great 
cruelty  in  the  breast  of  a  female;  In 
order  to  support  the  extravagance 
of  a  villain  with  whom  thu  wretched 
woman  had  secret  amours,  she  be* 
t  rayed  her  trust,  and,  in  hopes  of 
concealing  the  crime,  murdered  her 
fdlow-servaot. 


Grace  Tripp  was  a  native  of 
Barton,  in  Lincolnshire,  and,  after 
living  as  a  servant  at  a  gentleman's 
house  in  the  country,  she  came  to 
London,  was  some  time  in  a  repu- 
table family,  and  then  procured  a 
place  in  the  house  of  Lord  Tor. 

rington. 

During  her  stay  in  this  last  ser- 
vice she  became  connected  with  a 


58         KNAPP  k  BALDWIN'!  NEWGAT£  CALENDAR. 


man  named  Peters,  who  pcnuaded 
her  to  be  concerned  in  robbing  her 
master's  house,  promising  to  marry 
her  as  soon  as  the  fact  should  be 
perpetrated.  Hereupon  it  was  con. 
certed  between  tbem  that  she  should 
let  Peters  into  the  house  in  the 
night,  and  that  they  should  join  in 
stealing  and  carrying  oflf  the  plate. 

Peters  was  accordingly  admitted 
at  the  appointed  time,  when  all  the 
family,  except  the  honsekeeper, 
were  out  of  town  ;  but  this  house- 
keeper, hearing  a  noise,  came  into 
the  room  just  as  they  had  packed 
up  the  plate ;  on  which  Peters  seized 
her,  and  cut  her  throat,  while  Tripp 
held  the  candle.  This  being  done, 
they  searched  the  pockets  of  the 
deceased,  in  which  they  found 
aboat  thirty  guineas  ;  with  which, 
and  the  plate,  they  hastily  decamp- 
ed, leaving  the  8troet*door  open. 

This  shocking  murder  and  rob* 
bery  became  the  general  subject  of 
con? ersation,  and  no  steps  were  left 
unattempted  in  order  to  apprehend 
the  offenders,  who  were  taken  in  a 
few  days,  when,  Peters  having  been 
admitted  an  e?idence  for  the  crown, 
Grace  Tripp  was  convicted,  and 
executed  at  Tyburn  on  the  17th  of 
March,  1710,  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years* 

While  she  lay  under  sentence  of 
death  she  entertained  an  idea  that 
she  ought  not  to  suffer,  because  she 
did  not  actually  commit  the  mur- 
der with  her  own  hands,  but  only 
^tood  by  while  the  deed  was  perpe- 
trated. She  confessed  that  an  am- 
bition of  being  deemed  a  fine  lady 
prevailed  on  her  to  admit  Peters 
into  the  hoase,  as  she  thought  the 
•tolen  effects  would  produce  suffi- 


cient to  dignify  her  with  that  tide. 

From  the  fate  of  this  unhappy  de- 
luded girl  two  or  three  reHe^ions 
naturally  occur,  not  unworthy  the 
notice  of  the  public.  In  the  first 
place,  families  that  go  out  of  town 
for  the  summer  should  never  leave 
their  plate  in  the  care  of  one  or  two 
servants,  particularly  of  the  female 
sex  ;  for  this  circumstance  it  at 
once  an  encouragement  to  robbert, 
and  a  temptation  to  the  servants 
themselves  to  become  dishonest 

The  admission  of  Peters  as  an 
evidence  against  the  girl,  though  he 
was  clearly  an  offender  of  the  int 
magnitude,  should  teach  yoaag  peo. 
pie  in  general  the  dinger  of  making 
unlawful  conneiiont,  and  the  folly 
of  trusting  to  the  fidelity  of  a  bro* 
ther  thief.  In  thb  particular  case 
it  was  necessary  that  one  of  the  par. 
ties  should  be  an  evidenoe  in  order 
to  convict  the  other ;  and  liters 
was  undoubtedly  jutclied  npoO|  te 
teach  servants  what  an  enomoos 
crime  it  is  to  betray  the  trust  le* 
posed  in  tbem  by  their  masters^ 
We  have  seldom  an  instance  of  a 
servant  convicted  of  robbing  his  or 
her  roaster  but  they  are  severely 
punished ;  and  indeed  it  is  proper 
such  convicts  should  undergo  the 
utmost  rigour  of  the  law* 

The  folly  of  this  young  woman, 
in  listening  to  the  addrcssis  of  a 
man  who  persuaded  her  to  rob  her 
master.  Is  truly  astonishing  I  From 
her  sad  example  let  all  young  women 
be  taught  that  there  is  no  prospect 
of  that  {lerson  making  a  good  bus- 
band  who  is  not  first  of  all  an 
kimesi  man.  Let  them  remember 
that  ^  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the 
beginning  of  wisdom.' 


DANIFL  DEMAREE,  GEO.  PURCHASE,  &  FRANCIS  WILLIS, 

TBIED  FOR  UIGU  TREASON. 

jOaniel  Dcmaree  was  waterman     try  having  been  turned  outof|  or,ia 
t^Qaecn  AaaCy  whose  Whig  minb-    the  modem  p\iiaae)Via.ViA%  t«n%w^ 
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their  places,  the  Tory  minisfrj  snc- 
cceded  them,  and  encouraged  a 
yonng  dirine,  named  Henry  Sache. 
Terell,  to  inflame  the  passions  of  the 
public,  by  preaching  ai^ainst  (he 
settlement  sade  at  the  Ret oliition, 
and  inculcating  all  those  doctrines 
which  were  then  held  as  the  faro* 
Tite  tenets  of  what  was  called  the 
High  Chujch  party. 

Sachererell  was  a  man  of  abili- 
ties, and  eminently  possessed  of 
those  kind  of  talents  which  are  cal- 
culated to  inspire  snch  sentiments 
as  the  preacher  wisheil  to  impress 
hb  auditors  with.  The  doctor's 
diMonrses  accordingly  tended  to  in* 
stigate  the  people  against  the  house 
of  Hanofer,  and  to  insinuate  the 
right  of  the  Pretender  to  the  throne 
of  these  realms.  This  caused  such  a 
general  commotion,  that  It  became 
neccflsary  to  bring  him  to  trial  in 
some  way ;  and,  contrary  to  all  for. 
mer  practice  respecting  a  man  of  his 
rank,  he  wu  tried  before  the  House 
of  Peers,  and  «u  silenced  for  three 
years,  upon  con? iction. 

But  so  excited  were  the  passions 
of  the  populace  in  conseqncnco  of 
his  iDsinuatioos,  that  they  almost 
adored  him  as  a  prophet ;  and  some 
of  them  were  led  to  commit  out« 
rages  which 'gate  rise  to  several 
trials,  particalarly  that  of  Daniel 
Demarecf  who,  on  the  10th  of 
April,  1710,  was  indicted  for  being 
concerned  with  a  multitude  of  men, 
to  the  Doaiber  of  five  hundred, 
arned  with  swords  and  clubs,  to 
levy  war  against  the  queen. 

A  gentlenan  deposed  that,  going 
through  the  Temple,  he  saw  some 
thousands  of  people,  who  had  at- 
tended  Dr.  Sacheverell  from  West. 
minster  Hall ;  that  some  of  them 
said  they  would  pull  down  Dr.  Bur. 
geu's  meeting.houso  that  night; 
others  differed  as  to  the  time  of 
doing  it ;  but  all  agreed  on  the  act, 
and  ths  meeting.hottse  was  demo- 


lished  on  the  following  night*  Here 
it  should  be  observed  that  Dr. 
Burgess  and  Mr.  Bradbury  were 
two  dissenting  ministers,  who  had 
made  thciftsclves  conspicuous  by 
preaching  in  opposition  to  Sache- 
verelPs  doctrine. 

Captain  Orril  swore,  that,  on 
the  Ist  of  March,  hearing  that  the 
mob  had  pulled  down  Dr»  Burgess's 
meeting-house,  he  resolved  to  go 
among  them,  to  do  what  service  he 
could  to  government  by  making 
discoveries.  This  witness,  going  to 
Mr.  Bradbury's  meeting,  found  the 
people  plundering  it,  who  obliged 
him  to  pull  off  his  hat.  After  this 
he  went  to  liincoln's-inn  Fields, 
where  he  saw  a  bon6ro  made  of 
some  of  the  materials  of  Dr.  Bur. 
gess's  meeting.house,  and  saw  the 
prisoner,  who  twirled  his  hat,  and 
said,— <  Dimn  it,  1  will  lead  you  on 
-^we  will  have  all  the  meeting, 
houses  down — High  Church  and 
Sache vcrell,  huzza  1' 

It  was  proved  by  another  cvi« 
dence,  that  the  prisoner  having 
headed  part  of  the  mob,  some  of 
them  proposed  to  go  to  the  mcet- 
ing-bouse  in  Wild  Street ;  but  this 
was  objected  to  by  others,  who  re« 
commended  going  to  Drury  Liane, 
saying  ^  that  meeting-house  was 
worth  ten  of  that  in  Wild  Street.' 

Joseph  Collier  swore  that  he 
saw  the  prisoner  carry  a  brass 
sconce  from  Dr.  Burgess's  meet' 
ing'*house,  and  throw  it  into  the 
fire  in  Lincoln's.inn  Fields,  husza. 
Ing,  and  crying,  «  High  Church 
add  Sachevereli.'  There  was  an., 
other  evidence  to  prove  the  concern 
that  the  prisoner  had  in  these  illegal 
acts  ;  and  several  persons  appeared 
in  his  behalf;  but  as,  in  their  testi- 
mony, they  contradicted  each  other, 
the  jury  could  not  credit  their  ovU 
dence,  but  brought  in  a  special 
verdict. 

George  Purchase  was  indicted  for 
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Jurying  war  sfainct  the  qaceOy  See, 
io  the  MUDC  nuuiner  that  Demaree 
had  beea.     On  this  trial  Captain 
Orril  deposed,   that,   after  seeing 
Dr.  Bnrgest's  meeting-bovse  deao. 
Jished,  and  a  fire  made  in  liD€<^n*s- 
inn  Fields  with  some  of  the  mate- 
rials thereof,  be  met  a  part j  of  the 
gnards,  whom  be  directed  to  go  to 
Dmry  Lane,  where  a  bonfire  was 
made  of  the  pews  and  Tsrions  uten- 
sils; and  thai  there  was  a  great 
mob,  which  was  dbpersed  bj  the 
gnaids  :  that  the  prisoner  was  verj 
actif  e,  pushing  at  the  breasts  of  the 
horses  with  a  drawn  sword ;  that 
this  cfidence  asked  what  he  meant, 
telling  him   thai  in  opposing  the 
guard  he  opposed  the  queen,  and 
would  bare  persuaded  him  to  pot 
up  his  sword,  and  go  home ;  but, 
instead  of  taking  this  advice,  he  re- 
plied, ^  D— n  you,  who  are  you  ? 
for  High-Chnrch  and  Sacheverell, 
or  no  ?  I  am,  G— d  d— o  them 
all,*  meaning   the  guards,    ^  for  I 
am  as  good  a  man  as  any  of  them 
all:'  that  he  then  called  to  the 
mob  *  Come  on,  come  on,  boys ; 
I'll  lead  you  on,  I  am  for  High 
Church   and  SacheTerell,  and  I'll 
lose  my  life  in  the  cause.' 

Captain  Orril  farther  deposed, 
that  after  this  the  prisoner  ran  re- 
solutely with  his  sword  in  his  hand, 
and  luade  a  full  pass  at  the  officer 
who  commanded  the  guards ;  and. 
If  one  of  the  guards  had  not  given  a 
spring  and  beat  down  bis  sword,  he 
would  hare  run  the  officer  through 
the  left  flank  :  thai  the  prisoner 
now  retired  a  little  lower,  and  the 
guards  had  by  this  time  dispersed 
the  mob,  having  knocked  down 
forty  or  hfty  of  them  in  the  action. 

iuchard     Russell,    one   of  the 

guards,    deposed  thai  they  were 

ordered  by  the  sergeant  to  march 

into  Drury  Lane,  and  to  return 

^Afir>   ImyonetB    Mad    dntw    their 

'wm^;  ij^Mt  when  they  came  to 


i>rary  Lane,  ihere  was  a  bonfire 
with  a  large  mob  aboui  it;  that 
near  the  fire  the  horse  .were  all 
drawn  up  into  one  line,  with  tMt 
tails  against  the  wall,  that  none  of 
the  mob  mighi  come  behind ;  that 
the  prisoner  then  stood  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  lane,  huzxaing,  and  cane 
up,  and  would  have  thrust  himself 
between  the  horses,  but  the  guards 
beat  him  off  with  the  flats  of  their 
swords. 

The  prisoner  produced  some  wit^ 
nesses ;  but,  as  what  they  said  did 
not  contradict  the  testimony  of  tlM^ 
evidences  against  him,  their  deposi- 
tions had  no  weight.  The  jaiy 
were  satisfied  with  the  proofs  that 
had  arisen  ;  but,  having  a  doubt 
respecting  the  points  of  law,  they 
brooghi  in  a  special  verdict 

At  the  same  time  and  place 
Francis  Willis  was  tried  foramMag 
in  demolishing  the  meeting-house 
of  Mr.  Bradbury,  in  Fetter  Lane, 
and  burning  the  materials  at  a  boa- 
fire  in  Uolborn ;  but  was  acquitted 
for  want  of  sufficient  evidence 
against  him. 

The  verdicts  respecting  Damaree 
and  Purchase  being  left  special, 
their  cases  were  argued  in  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench  in  Westminster 
Hall,  the  following « term,  before 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Parker  and 
the  other  judges ;  when,  though 
every  artifice  of  the  law  was  made 
use  of  io  their  behalf,  thfy  were 
adjudged  to  be  guilty ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  they  received  sen- 
tence of  death,  and  were  eiecated 
at  Tyburn,  on  the  15th  of  June, 
1710. 

From  the  fate  of  these  unhappy 
men  we  may  learn  the  extreme  folly 
of  the  lower  orders  of  people  interest- 
ing themselves  in  religions  and  poll* 
tical  dbputes.  These  offenders  wen 
watermen  to  the  queen  ;  but  thdr 
loyalty  to  their  sovereign  and  a 
proper  ref^ard  to  tYi«ma«\i«a^^i^l 
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called  on  fhem  (o  dbcharge  the 
dutkt  of  Iheir  station  with  pane 
tualiCjr,  and .  to  leave  the  manage* 
nent  of  the  chorcb  and  state  to 
thoie  to  whom  they  immediately 
belonged. 

It  ii  well  known  that,  towards 
the  close  of  the  reign  of  Qneeu 
Anne,  political  dispotes  were  car. 
ried  to  a  very  unasnal  height  in 
this  kingdom.  The  body  of  the 
.people  were  divided  into  two  great 
factions,  known  by  the  names  of 
High  Church  and  Low  Church : 
bnt,  Ihoagh  the  church  was  the 
word,  religion  was  almost  out  of 
the  qaestion  ;  and  the  principal 
object  of  dispute  was  of  a  political 
kind.  The  question  was,  whether 
the  house  of  Uanover  or  the  family 
of  Stuart  should  sway  the  sceptre 
of  these  kingdoms  ?  But  it  is  asto. 
nishing  to  tUak  that,  even  at  that 
period,  any  son  of  the  church  of 
Enghuid  coaU  be  so  deluded  as  to 
think  that  a  Catholic  prince,  of  an 
obnoxious  family,  proscribed  by 
the  laws  of  the  land,  could  be  a 
proper  sotereign  for  a  Protestant 
peoptef  The  supposition  carries 
absardity  on  the  face  of  it ;  yet 
such  was  the  violence  of  the  pas- 
sions of  the  people,  that  the  Pre- 
tender had  nearly  half  as  many 
friends  la  the  kin^om  as  the  right* 
ful  heir  to  the  throne  I 

With  ffegard  to  the  malefactors 
in  question,  their  offence  was  of  the 
most  atrodotts  nature.    Every  man 


has  an  equal  right  to  worship  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own 
conscience.  It  was  therefore  io  a 
high  degree  criminal  to  demolish 
the  meeting-houses  of  the  dissentiog 
ministers.  We  should  have  no  more 
spleen  against  a  man  for  difiSering 
from  us  in  religioui  sentiments, 
than  for  being  taller,  or  shorter, 
or  of  a  different  complexion  from 
ourselves.  It  was  a  wise  saying  of 
a  celebrated  writer,  that  <  I  wonld 
no  more  quarrel  with  a  man  for  his 
differing  in  sentiments  from  me, 
than  I  would  for  the  colour  of  his 
eyebrows.' 

The  operations  of  the  mind, 
being  free  by  nature,  ought  to  be 
allowed  the  most  unlimited  scope. 
A  good  Protestant  will  not  quarrel 
with  a  Roman  Catholic  for  the 
peculiarities  of  his  worship ;  he  wilt 
only  pity  him  for  those  parts  of  it 
which  he  thinks  absurd,  and  ^ndea- 
vonr  to  regulate  his  own  worsl^ip  by 
what  he  deems  a  purer  standard* 

Upon  the  whole,  the  fate  of 
these  malefactors  ought  to  teacl^  us 
obedience  to  our  superiors,  love  to 
our  neighbours,  and  duty  to  Qir 
God.  There  can  bo  no  peace  of 
mind  expected  by  those  who  do 
not  live  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty ;  while  those  who  fierform  it 
may  reasonably  hope  for  the  serene 
comforts  of  a  good  conscience  in 
this  world,  and  console  themselves 
with  the  hope  of  immortal  happiness 
in  the  next. 


RICHARD  THORNHILL,  ESQ. 

COHVICTBO  OF  MANSLAUCUTER,  IM  KILLING  SIR  CUOLMOMDELBY  DBKKIMO 

IN  A  DUEL. 

Of  all  the  vices  which  disgrace    absurd,  as  it  produces  no  test  by 


our  age  and  nation  that  of  duelling 
is  one  of  the  most  ridiculous,  ab- 
surd, and  criminal.  Ridiculous,  as 
it  is  a  compliance  with  a  custom 
that  would  plead  fashion  in  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  of  our  country  : 


which  to  determine  on  the  merits 
of  the  point  in  dispute;  for  the 
aggrieved  is  equally  liable  io  fall 
with  the  aggressor :  and  criminal, 
(criminal  indeed  in  the  highest  de- 
greel)  as  it  arises  from  pre-deter- 
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mlnnA  mmrdt.r  on  each  Me»  Getu 
tlrmrn  talk  of  the  dlf^niiy  of  honour, 
lin4  ihii  ftjicrMlnf:t«  of  character, 
without  rtsHtciin%  that  there  can  be 
fio  honoHf  in  deliberate  murder,  no 
purity  of  character  in  a  murderer  ! 

'J*h«  man  who  scndi  a  challenge 
to  afMriher  do<s  but  say,  in  other 
word«9  *  1  am  a  profes^  mur- 
derer. I  mi*an  lo  send  you  into 
the  oilier  world,  with  all  your  im- 
|ierfocUofi8  on  your  head.  But  I 
am  a  man  of  honour— (hough  1  will 
iiol  tNlcn  •  purio,  I  will  cut  a  throat. 
J  will  do  every  thing  in  my  power 
to  drprUo  yon  of  life,  and  to  make 
your  friend*  and  relationi  wrclchcd 
for  lifr.  If  I  fall  by  your  hands  my 
frieudi  will  bo  equally  miserable  :— 
but  no  niat(or*-tho  laws  of  honour 
demand  that  wo  should  be  mur- 
dorersy  and  we  are  both  too  wise 
to  oliry  Iho  laws  of  our  Clod.' 

Horrid  practice  I  dUgrarcful  to 
niir  cuunlry,  and  equally  contrary 
to  all  i)i?ino  and  human  inititu. 
tiona  !•— It  Iji  (o  be  lio|>ed  the  time 
will  come  when  the  logivlaturo  shall 
drvrtH^  that  every  m«n  who  is  base 

• 

oiutugh  to  send  a  challenge  shall  be 
doonuHl  to  sutTer  death  as  a  mur« 
derer,  U^t  uo  fear  bi*  entertained 
that  this  can  derogate  from  our 
national  charM*ter  of  genuine  cou. 
ragt".  Nothing  k  more  true  than 
Ike  observation  of  the  poet,  that 

|a>««  Hi«r\'y«  (Mid  drhfht  tUMVt.* 

This  abhor ri^l  and    san<uinarv 


liractice  oflTers  to  the  undentandhig, 
in  the  influence  it  is  found  to  have 
over  strong  and  enlightened  minds, 
a  paradox  roost  tiewiklrring  and 
hnmiliating.  While  reason  and 
common  sense  exclaim  against  the 
folly  of  dnelling— while  religion, 
in  its  loudest  voice,  condemns  its 
iniquity— while  the  laws  of  a  nation 
load  it  with  |ienalties,  and  rank  it 
as  a  foul  crime—while  the  popular 
cry  is  loud  against  its  mischiefs,  and 
when  no  one  is  hardy  enough  to 
defend  it ;  we  daily  hear  that  men 
of  the  first  rank  in  society  make 
this  appeal  to  violence,  fearless  of 
legal  pretention  and  legal  penal- 
ties. Husbands  and  fathers  leave 
their  wives  and  children  in  their 
morning's  slumber,  steal  from  their 
pillows  to  obey  the  false  dictates  of 
honour,  and  too  often,  as  their 
families  rise  from  their  beds,  are 
they  presented  with  the  bleeding 
bodies  of  their  protectors*  We  see, 
too,  seconds  in  this  scene  of  blood, 
with  daring  effrontery,  retailing  in 
the  public  prints  the  particnfairs  of 
the  cruel  encounter.  In  seme  ef 
the  republican  states  of  America 
these  outrages  to  all  the  parties  are 
punished  with  conBscation  of  their 
lands,  and  banishment,  even  on 
proof  of  sending  or  accepting  of  a 
challenge.*  In  many  other  parts 
of  the  world,  dnelling  meeta  with 
severer  punishment  than  that  ia- 
tlicted  by  the  laws  of  England. 
The  lands  of  the  murderer,  at  least, 


•  \*v*ui,^  Ixi  this  Kvvrr  but  whs>i<rH<.|iie  Uw.  Aiii*ricaiM  appetr  more  eager  than  oiher- 
wi%c  W  ^^'^\W  \hKix  %^M*rf^»  bv  Uim^I.  To  •cvoBi|.4i»h  their  inhuaaa  and  imUwfal  pw- 
y9^,  thc\  n^ciKi^tt^  jvuruev  leiw  «iiuther  »tate.  where,  as  each  enact  their  o«u  !*•«,  Ihe 
MMv^liKeis  |{Mieff«liv  ««ir«^Hr  |NUH»bitie«tt.  «iid  !i««e  tbeir  huds,  whick  cannot  be  cor.iaand 
1^  A\k  *^tKf  \xMuu»  ll«^l  ^wt  01  tlietr  c^tau  at«(c*»  foriMJictwn.  Sometimes  thej  trarcl  to 
lV«da.  th«i  ib«'\  uMv  u»d»l^  ;hev  malKe  i'l  vioucitm or  the  BriCuia  Uns.  Am  inMore 
•f  Ihia  Ilw^U  u  tKtt«  reuied  m  au  AateiicttQ  iMpvr: 

*  NteMi^  |Ual«  atMl  l>i\.  iv»M4eni9  at  K<»iMn.  receuilT  determineJ  to  settle  aa  affair 
2J[^v«M«r  h«  «jKMi.  Itw V  ntpmuM  W  Cwiai^  rhe  diacance  was  to  he  ten  pace»  ibe 
Wt  li^  4nA  W  A^yfVAiiiMiv  l«v  |Mo»»  tiU  ou«  or  the  «Mher  i^-.i.  iher  hcth  lind  Mft- 
Jlajv  MNd  WiU*S  ^(U  eui%svd  ihv  :ui»^*  yti  i\\.      l>»i>  b^I  i-azcvi  the  cbcei  ut  BUic. 

1^  IMI,  he  mid  iv  ht»  mnviiJ.  **  ^Mvciihc  I'^e  l-iIk**-  '-Naici.  ctac  F  m.iv  hit  him*  the 


/•'j'J**'*  '■•'^•^  •*'''     ^"^^  "fwiid.  B<Ki:tt^  he  ^a»  ^ou«:sleJ.  Hepped  op  Ba  »nppcct 
"^ #t  a»  st^4,  jnni  nMM<di^tvijr  eAy*wh<,' 
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sboultl  be  divided  between  the  in. 
jnred  country  and  the  miserable  fa. 
niily  of  the  fallen.  The  English 
laws  prepare  an  adequate  punish. 
neot  for  every  offence  except  duel, 
liog)  for  which  the  murderer  too 
often  escapes  with  impunity. 

In  addition  to  the  horrors  which 
this  practice,  unworthily  styled 
^  fashionable  satisfaction y*  creates, 
it  generally  generates  among  friends 
of  long  standing.  Such  were,  pre. 
tIous  to  this  fatal  quarrel,  Sir  Choi, 
mondeley  Decring  and  Mr.  Thorn- 
hill,  who  had  dined  together  on  the 
7th  of  April,  1711,  in  company 
with  seferal  other  gentlemen,  at  the 
Toy,  at  UanptoD  Court,  where  a 
quarrel  rose,  which  occasioned  the 
unhappy  catastrophe  that  after- 
wards occurred. 

I>uring  the  quarrel  Sir  Cholmon* 
deley  strack  Mr.  Thomhill,  and  a 
scuffle  ensuing,  the  wainscot  of  the 
room  broke  down,  and  Thomhill 
falling,  the  other  stamped  on  him, 
and  beat  out  some  of  his  teeth. 
The  eonpany  now  interposing, 
Sir  Cholmondeley,  convinced  that 
he  had  acted  haproperly,  declared 
that  he  was  willing  to  ask  pardon ; 
bat  Mr.  Thorafaill  said,  that  asking 
pardon  was  not  a  proper  retaliation 
for  the  injury  that  he  had  receif  ed  ; 
adding,  ^  Sir  Cholmmideley,  you 
know  where  to  iad  me.*  Soon  af. 
ter  this  the  eonpany  broke  up,  and 
the  parties  went  home  in  different 
coaches,  withoat  any  farther  steps 
being  taken  towards  their  reconci. 
liation. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  Sir  Choi, 
mondeley  went  to  the  coffee-house 
at  Kensington,  and  asked  for  Mr. 
Thomhill,  who  not  being  there, 
he  went  to  his  lodgings,  lind  the 
servant  showed  him  to  the  dining, 
room ;  to  which  he  ascended  with 
a  brace  of  pistols  in  his  hands,  and 
soon  afterwards  Mr.  Thomhill 
coming  to  him,  asked  him  if  he 


would  drink  tea,  which  he  declined, 
but  drank  a  glass  of  small  beer. 

After  this  the  gentlemen  ordered 
a  hackney-coach,  in  which  they 
went  to  Tothill  Fields,  and  there 
advanced  towards  each  other  in  a« 
resolnte  manner,  and  fired  their 
pistols  almost  in  the  same  moment* 

Sir  Cholmondeley,  being  mor* 
tally  wounded,  fell  to  the  ground ; 
and  Mr.  Thornhill,  after  lamenting 
the  unhappy  catastrophe,  waygoing 
away,  when  a  person  stopped  him, 
told  him  he  had  been  guilty  of  mur- 
der, and  took  him  before  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  who  committed  him 
to  prison. 

On  the  I8th  of  May,  1711, 
Richard  Thornhill,  Esq.  was  in. 
dieted  at  the  Old  Bailey  sessions 
for  this  murder.  In  the  course  of 
this  trial  the  above  recited  facts 
were  proved,  and  a  letter  was  pro* 
dueed,  of  which  the  following  is  n 

copy: 

.     <  April  8th,  1711. 

<  Sir~I  shall  be  able  to  go  abroad 
to-morrow  morning,  and  desire  you 
will  give  me  a  meeting  with  your 
sword  and   pistols,  which  I  insist 
on.      The  worthy  gentleman  who 
brings  you  thb  will  concert  with 
yon  the  time  and  place.     I  think 
Tothill  Fields  will  do  well ;  Hyde 
Park  will  not,  at  this  time  of  year, 
being  full  of  company* 
^  I  am 
<  Your  humble  Servant, 
<  Richard  Thohnbill.^ 

Mr.  ThomhilPs  servant  swore 
that  he  believed  this  letter  to  be  his 
master's  hand-writing ;  but  Mr. 
Thornhill  hoped  the  jury  would 
not  pay  any  regard  to  this  testimo. 
ny,  as  the  boy  had  acknowledged 
in   court  that  he  never  saw  him 

write. 

Mr.  Thornhill  called  several  wit. 
nesses  to  prove  how  iil  he  had  been 
used  by  Sir  Cholmondeley ;  that  he 
had  languished  some  time  of  the 
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woonds  he  had  receWed,  daring 
which  he  could  take  no  other  sos- 
tenaoce  than  liqaidt,  and  that  his 
life  was  In  imminent  danger. 

Sereral  persons  of  distinction  tes- 
tiied  that  Mr.  Thomhill  was  of  a 
peaceable  disposition*  and  that^  on 
the  contrary,  the  deceaaed  was  of  a 
remarkablj  qnarrelsome  temper. 
On  behalf  of  Mr.  Thornhill,  it  w^s 
farther  deposed,  that  Sir  Cholmon- 
delej  being  asked  if  he  came  bj  his 
hart  through  unfair  usage,  he  re. 


plied,  ^No:  poor  ThomhnU  I 
am  sorrj  for  him  ;  this  misfortnae 
was  my  own  fault,  and  of  my  owa 
seeking :  I  heartily  forgive  hiai, 
'and  desire  you  all  to  take  notice  of 
it,  that  it  may  be  of  some  service  to 
him  ;  and  that  one  misfortune  may 
not  occasion  another.' 

The  jury  acquitted  Mr.  Thorn, 
hill  of  the  murder,  but  found  him 
guilty  of  manslaughter ;  in  consc 
qnencc  of  which  he  was  burnt  in 
the  hand. 


ELIZABETH  MASON, 

EXECUTED  FOE  THIS  MUUBEa  OF  HEK  GODMOTHBa. 


This  wretched  woman  was  born 
at  Melton  Moif  bray,  in  Leicester- 
shire, and,  while  very  young,  was 
couTcyed  by  her  friends  to  Sutton, 
near  Peterborough,  in  Northamp- 
tonshire ;  from  whence,  at  the  age 
of  seven  years,  she  ^  as  brought  to 
London  by  Mrs.  Scoles,  who  told 
her  she  was  her  godmother;  and 
with  this  lady  and  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Choi  well,  she  lived,  and  was  em- 
ployed in  household  work;  but, 
having  conceived  an  idea  that  she 
should  possess  the  fortune  of  her 
mistresses  on  their  death,  she  came 
to  the  horrid  resolution  of  remov- 
ing them  by  poison. 

On  Thursday  in  Easter.week, 
1719,  being  sent  of  an  errand,  she 
went  to  a  druggist's  shop,  where 
she  bought  a  quantity  of  yellow 
arsenic,  on  the  pretence  that  it  was 
to  kill  rats.  On  the  following 
awming  she  miied  this  poison  with 
some  coffee,  of  which  Mrs.  Scoles 
drank,  and  soon  afterwards,  finding 
herself  extremely  ill,  said  her  end 
Was  approaching,  and  expired  -the 
next  day  in  great  agonies.  Mrs* 
Cholwell  receiving  no  injury  from 
what  little  coffee  she  drank,  the  girl 
determined  to  renew  her  attempt  to 
paiMon  her;  in  consequence  of 
w^AJcb  she  went  again  to  the  same 


shop  about  a  fortnight  afterwards, 
and  bought  a  second  quantity  of 
arsenic,  which  she  put  into  some 
water.gruel  prepared  for  Mrs. 
Cholwell's  breakfast,  on  the  fol. 
lowing  morning.  It  happening, 
providentially,  that  the  grad  was 
too  hot,  the  Isuly  pot  it  aiMe  some 
time  to  cool,  during  which  thae 
most  of  the  arsenic  sunk  to  the  hot. 
tom.  She  then  drank  soma  of  it, 
found  herself  very  ill,  aiid,observing 
the  sediment  at  the  bottom  of  the 
basin,  sent  for  her  apothecary,  who 
gave  her  a  great  quantity  ot  oil  to 
drink,  by  the  help  of  which  the 
ponon  was  expelled. 

Unfavorable  suspicions  now  aris- 
ing against  Elizabeth  Mason,  she 
was  taken  into  custody,  and,  being 
carried  before  two  justices  of  the 
|)eace,  on  the  30th  of  April,  she 
confessed  the  whole  of  her  guilt,  in 
consequence  of  which  she  was  com- 
mitted to  Newgate. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  171^  she 
was  indicted  for  the  murder  of 
Jane  Scoles,  by  mixing  yellow  ar- 
senic  with  her  coffee ;  and,  pleading 
guilty  to  the  Indictoient,  she  re- 
ceived sentence  of  death,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  she  was  executed 
nt  Tyburn  on  the  18th  of  June^ 
171^ 


iy 


<  yi 
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'  Id  tke  cue  of  Ihii  maleTictor  we 
tee,  in  a  itriking  ligbl,  the  TaUl 
coDNqacncei  of  lying  ;  for  if,  after 
■ha  tttd  fint  derranded  her  tnii- 
tn*«n,  ihe  bad  potMued  grace  laf. 
§ciest  to  have  aekaowledged  her 
crifoe,  tke  woaU  probably  hate 
beoi  forgiren,  and  her  repentance 
woald  have  fccorcd  her  peace  of 
niid  daring  her  fatare  life;  hot 
the  concealing  her  fanlti  by  Ijic^ 
'  d  her  to  the  cooimiiiion 


of  greater  crimes,  which  ended  in 
her  final  destruction.  Of  all  crimei 
lying  ii  one  of  the  meanest,  and 
ought  to  be  itudiouilj  aToided  by 
tboM  who  wiih  to  be  happy  In  thi* 
world  or  the  next.  Very  trae  it 
the  obierTallon  of  the  poet : 

■  BdI  1i>n  KC  can  nCTcr  (raM, 

TIh/  thej'  ihnuld  (peak  Ibp  [himg  IhM'* 

And  he  ibM  doei  ons  fmll  at  Gnt, 


COLONEL  JOHN  HAMILTON, 

COimOTW  O?  MANStAVfiKTKH,  At   iECORD   IM    A    DOKt  BETWEEN,  1 
DUKP.  or  UAMILTOK  AMD  LOBD  HOHUH* 


^  No  occarrcncc,  short  of  a  ..a. 
tional  mfaforlnne,  at  thii  lime  en- 
gaged the  poblic  equal  to  Ihc  mrmo- 
rabU  dnel  between  the  Dnke  of 
HaaUton  and  Lord  Mohun  ;  and 
no  oine  of  thli  nature  was  ercr 
comiaitted  with  mare  sanguinary 
toi,  I. 


dispo9ition<<.  The  princlpali  mur. 
dered  each  othir,  and  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton wai  one  of  the  wcond*. 

John  Hamiiinn,  Km|.  of  St 
Martin's  in  the  Fields, was  indicted 
at  the  sesKioni  held  at  (he  Old 
Bailey  on  the  1 1th  of  Septamber, 
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171i,  for  the  murder  of  Charles 
Lord  Mohun,  Baron  of  Oakham  p. 
ton,  on  (he  15th  of  November  pre* 
ceding  ;  and  at  the  tame  time  he 
was  indicted  for  abetting  Charles 
Jjord  Mohan,  and  George  Macart- 
ney, E»q.  in  the  murder  of  James 
Duke  of  Hamilton  and  Brandon  ; 
and  having  pleaded  ^  not  guiltj'  to 
these  indictments,  the  evidence  pro* 
ceededjto  give  their  testimony,  in 
substance  as^follows  : — 

Rice  Williams,  footman  to  Lord 
Mohan,    proved    that    his   master 
having  met  the  Duke  of  Hamilton 
at  the   chambers   of  a  master  in 
chancery,   on   Tharsda^  the  13th 
of  November,  a  misunderstanding 
arose  between  them  respecting  the 
testimony  of  an  evidence.      That 
when  his  lord  came  home  at  night, 
he  ordered  that  no  person  should 
be  admitted  to  speak  with  him  the 
next  morning  except  Mr.  Macart- 
ney.   That  on  the  Saturday  morn- 
ing, about  seven  o'clock^  this  evi- 
dence, having  some  suspicion  that 
mischief  would  ensue,  went  towards 
Hyde  Park,  and,  seeing  the  Duke 
of  Hamilton's    coach   going    that 
way,  he  got  over  the  Park-wall ; 
but,  just  as  he  arrived  at  the  place 
where  the  duellists  were  engaged, 
he  saw  both  the  noblemen  fall,  and 
two  gentlemen  near  them,  whom 
he  took  to  be  the  seconds  ;  one  of 
whom  he  knew  to  be  Mr.  Macart- 
ney,  and  the  other  (but  ho  could 
not  swear  it  was  the  prisoner)  said 
'  We  have  mada  a  fine  piece  of 
work  of  it.' 

The  waiters  at  two  different 
taverns  proved  that  the  deceased 
noblemen  and  their  seconds  had 
been  at  those .  taverns ;  and,  from 
^hat  could  bo  collected  from 
their  behaviour,  it  appeared  that  a 
qQ«rrel  had  Uken  place,  and  that  a 
duel  wu  in  agitation  ;  and  some  of 
^^  doJte'k  gerrmati  uid  other  wit- 
d^poged  to  m  wnriety  of  par- 


ticulars, all  which  tended  to  (be 
same  conclusion. 

But  the  evidence  who  saw  most 
of    the    transaction    was  WiUitM 
Morris,  a    groom,  who   deposed 
that,  <  as  he  was  walking  his  bones 
towards  Hyde  Park,  he  followed  a 
hackney-coich  with  two  gentlesMi. 
in  it,  whom'' he  saw  alight  by  the 
Lodge,  and  walk  together  towards 
the   left  part  of  the  ring,  wherfr 
they  were  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  when  he  saw  two  other  gen- 
tlemen come  to  them  ;  that,  after 
having  salut^  each  other,  one  of 
them,  who  he  was  since  told  was 
the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  threw  off 
his  cloak,  and  one  of  the  other  two, 
who  he  now  understands  was  Loid 
Mohun,  his  surtout  coat,  and  all 
immediately  drew;  that  the  duke 
and  k>ffd  pushed  at  each  other  but 
a  very  litlle  while,  when  the  duke 
closed,  and  took  the  lord  by  fte 
collar,  who  fell  down  and  groaned, 
and  the  duke  fell  upon  him ;  ftat 
just  as  Lord  Mohun  was  dropping, 
he  saw  him  lay  hold  of  the  duke's 
sword,  bat  could  not  tell  whether 
the  sword  was  at  that  time  in  his 
body ;  nor  did  he  see  any  wound 
given  after  the  closing,  and  wu 
sure  Lord  Mohun  did  not  shorten 
his  oword.     He  declared  he  did  not 
see  the  seconds  fight,  but  they  had 
their  swords  in  their  handS)  assist* 
ing  their  lords.' 

Paul  Boussier,  a  surgeon,  swore 
that,  on  opening  the  body  of  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton,  he  found  a 
wound  between  the  second  and 
third  ribs,  which  entered  into  the 
body,  inclining  to  the  right  Mi, 
which  could  not  be  given  but  by 
some  push  from  above* 

Henry  Aroic,  a  surgeon,  awora 
that  he  found  the  Duke  of  HaaO- 
ton  had  received  a  wound  by  a 
push,  which  had  cut  the  artery  and 
small  tendon  of  his  right  arm ;  an* 
other  vary  large  oiie\uYj\%n|^l\«%V 
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a  muUI  one  in  his  left  J^,  near  the 
instep ;  and  a  fourth  in  his  left  side, 
between  the  second  and  third  ribs, 
which  ran  down  into  his  bodj  most 
forward,  haf  ing  pierced  the  skirt  of 
his  midriff,  and  gone  through  his 
canl;  but  that  the  wound  in  his 
arm  cansed  his  so  speedy  de<ith ; 
and  dmt  he  might  have  lived  two 
or  three  dajs  with  the  wound  in 
his  breut,  which  wound  could  not 
be  given  but  by  an  arm  that  reached 
over,  or  was  above  him. 

He  farther  deposed,  that  he  also 
viewed  the  Lonl  Mohun*s  body, 
and  found  that  he  had  a  wound 
between  the  short  ribs,  quite 
through  his  belly,  and  another 
abont  three  inches  deep  in  the 
upper  part  of  his  thigh  ;  a  large 
wound,  about  four  inches  wide,  in 
his  groin,  a  little  higher,  which  was 
the  cause  of  his  immediate  death  ; 
and  another  iiiudl  wound  on  his 
left  side;  and  that  the  fingers  of 
his  left  hand  were  cut. 

The  defeaee  made  by  the  pri- 
soner  was,  that  « the  duke  called 
him  to  go  abroad  with  him,  but  he 
knew  not  any  thing  of  the  matter 
tm  he  carte  into  the  field.* 

Some   Scotbh    noblemen,    and 
ether  gentlemen  of  rank,  gave  Mr. 
HanOidn  a  very  advantageous  cha* 
nicter,  asserting  that  he  was  brsve, 
hoMst,  and  inoffensive ;  and  the 
jury,  havfasg  considered  of  the  aU 
^  P^   n   verdict  of    <  roan. 
damUer ;'  in  coBsequenee  of  which 
the  piiiOQer  prayed  the  benefit  of 
iht  statute,  which  wu  allowed  him* 
At  the  time  the  lives  of  the  above- 
■entloned  noblemen  were  thus  un- 
Ibrtanately  sacrificed,  many  persons 
thoaght  they>  fell  by  the  hands  of 
the  seconds ;  and  some  late  writer! 
<«  the  subject  have  affected  to  be 
of  the  same  opinion  :  but  nothing 
sppean  in  the  written  or  printed 
accounts  of  the  transaction,  nor  did 


any  thing  arise  on  the  trial,  to 
warrant  so  ungenerous  a  suspicion  ; 
it  is  therefore  but  justice  to  the 
memory  of  all  the  parties  to  dis. 
credit  such  insinuations. 

But  here  a  reflection  iriW  Natu- 
rally arise,  that  we  hope  may  be  of 
service  to  our  readers  of  superior 
rank,  if  all  duellists  are,  as  com- 
mon  sense  seems  to  intimate,  mur. 
derers,  in  what  light  are  we  to  con- 
sider their  seconds  ?  Certainly  in  no 
other  than  as  accessories  before  the 
fkct  The  law  says,  and  with  great 
justice,  that  accessories  in  casd  of 
murder  shall  be  deemed  principals. 
With  regard  to  the  particulai' 
case  in  question,  if  we  believe  the 
plea  of  the  prisoner,  we  cannot 
consider  him  as  an  accessory,  be- 
cause  he  was  ignorant  of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  duke. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  much  to 
be  lamented  that  we  have  not  laws^ 
of  force  sufficient  to  put  an  effectual 
stop  to  the  horrid  practice  of  duel- 
ling—4i  practice  which  had  its  rise 
in  the  ferocious  manners  of  thtf 
most  barbarous  ages,  and  is  a  dis- 
grace to  any  people  that  pretend 
to  be  polished  or  refined.  Honowt 
is  made  the  vile  pretence ;  and  mur- 
der, real  or  intended,  is  always  the 
consequence. 

Men  ought  to  consider  that  thefr' 
great  Creator  has  intrusted  them 
with  life  for  more  valuable  phr. 
poses  than  to  put  it  to  the  hazard 
on  every  frivolous  occasion.  One 
would  imagine  that  the  reflection 
of  a  moment  would  teach  any  man 
in  his  senses  that  the  determination 
to  rush  into  the  presence  of  hb 
Maker  with  the  crime  of  rturder  otk 
his  head  was  sufficient  to  ensnre  bis 
perdition ! 

Happy  are  those,  who  have  been 
thus  tempted  to  imbrue  their  hands 
in  the  blood  of  thdr  fellow-crea- 
tures, if  they  escape  the  murdering 
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tword  or  pistol,  and  have  time  al-  peniteocc  is  short  enough  to  atone 
lotted  them  to  repent  of  their  mis.  for  the  intentional  murder  of  a 
deeds  :  and  surclj  a  whole  life  of    fellow-creature. 


1 


ELIZABETH  CIIIVERS, 

EXECUTED  roa  THE  MUUDEIl  OF  HER  BASTARD  CHILD. 


At  the  sessions  held  at  the  Old 
Bailej,  in  the  month  of  July,  1712, 
Elizabeth  Chivers  was  indicted  for 
the  wilful  murder  of  her  female 
bastard  child,  Elnabeth  Ward,  by 
drowning  it  in  a  pond  ;  and,  plead • 
ing  guilty,  she  recciTed  sentence  of 
death. 

This  unnatural  woman  was  a 
oatiTe  of  Spitalfields,  but  lived  at 
Stepney  at  the  time  of  the  commis. 
sioQ  of  the  murder.  The  account 
she  gave  of  herself  after  she  was 
nnder  sentence  of  death  was  as 
follows  : — She  said  that  her  father 
dying  nhile  she  was  very  young, 
left  her  in  indigent  circumstances, 
which  obliged  her  to  go  to  serrice 
when  she  was  only  fourteen  years 
of  age ;  that  she  lived  in  several  re- 
putable familicf,  in  which  her  con- 
duct was  deemed  irreproachable. 

When  she  arrived  almost  at  the 
age  of  thirty  years^  »he  lived  with 
one  Mr.  Ward,  an  attorney,  who 
prevailed  on  her  to  lie  with  him  ;  in 
consequence  of  which  she  bore  the 
child  which  she  afterwards  mur. 
deicd. 

Finding  herself  pregnant,  she  re. 
aoved  from  Mr.  Ward\  to  another 
family,  where  she  remained  about 
six  weeks,  and  then  took  private 
lodgings ;  in  which  she  was  delivered 
of  a  girl,  who  was  baptized  by  the 
MM  of  Elizabeth  Ward.  The 
&ther,  agreeable  to  his  proaise, 
pnmdcd  for  the  mother  and  child 
for  abont  three  months,  when  Mrs. 
Want,  discoTering  her  habiUtion, 
•po«««i  ^r  in  the  neighbourhood, 
9m  nat  she  was  ashamed  to  m^ke 


Enraged  by  this  circumstance, 
she  was  tempted  to  destroy  her 
child  :  on  which  she  took  it  into  the 
fields,  and  threw  it  into  a  pond  not 
far  from  Hackney ;  but  some  people 
near  the  spot,  happening  to  see 
what  passed,  took  her  into  custody, 
and  carried  her  before  a  magistrate, 
who  committed  her  to  Newgate. 

All  the  time  that  she  remained  in 
this  gloomy  prison,  her  mind  seemed 
to  be  tortured  with  the  most  ago- 
nizing pains  on  account  of  the 
horrid  crime  of  which  she  had  been 
guilty ;  and  she  ezpresscd  a  sense 
of  her  torments  in  the  foUowiag 
striking  words,  which  she  spoke 
to  a  clergyman  who  attended  her : 
'  Oh,  sir !  I  am  lost !  I  cannot 
pray,  I  cannot  repent ;  my  sin  is 
too  great  to  be  pardoned  I  I  did 
commit  it  with  deliberatioB  and 
choice,  and  in  cold  blood:  I  was 
not  driven  to  it  by  necessity.  The 
father  had  all  the  while  provided 
for  me  and  for  the  chikl,  and 
would  have  done  so  still,  had  not  I 
destroyed  the  child,  and  thereby 
sought  uiy  own  dcstmctioB.' 

She  suffered  the  dreadful seatence 
of  the  law  on  the  1st  of  Aog.  I71i. 

it  is  very  remarkable  of  thb 
woman  that  she  was  near  thirty 
years  of  age  before  she  was  seduced, 
and  previous  to  that  time  her  cha- 
racter was  unimpeached.«*Heace 
let  yonng  women  learn  the  import- 
ance of  chastity,  and  consider  how 
very  little  they  have  to  depend  on 
when  the  character  is  once  gone. 
Let  men>  likewise,  be  taught  to  re* 
fleet  what  a  horrid  crime  seduction 
is  ;  and  Ihal^  wWen  once  they  tempt 
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1  yo«ng  woman  to  Yiolate  her  chas- 
tity, they  are  only  leading  hcT  to 
the  brink  of  incritable  destruc- 
tion. 

The  terrors  of  conscience  this 
poor  creature  underwent  appear  to 
have  been  of  the  most  dreadful 
kind,  and  afford  us  a  shocking 
idea  of  the  consequences  resulting 
from  the  crime  of  mnrder.  What 
a  deplorable  state  must  that  wretch 
be  in,  who  despairs,  to  so  great  a 


degree  as  to  be  unable  to  repent ! 
May  God,  in  his  mercy,  grant  that 
none  of  the  readers  of  this  work 
may  CTcr  have  occasion  to  repent 
of  a  crime  so  shocking  as  murder ! 
Nature  refolts  at  the  idea  of  so- 
enormous  an  offence  ;  but  we  know 
not  to  what  lengths  our  passions 
may  lead  us.  I^et  us,  therefore,' 
constantly  pray  that  we  may  not  be 
^  led  into  temptation  ;'  and  ^  let  him 
that  standeth  take  heed  lest  he  fall.* 


RICHARD  TOWN, 

EXECUTED  Foil  FRAUDULENT  BANKUUPTCY. 


Iir  September,  1712,  Richard 
Town  was  indicted  at  the  Old 
Bailey  for  withdrawing  himself  from 
hb  crediton  after  a  commission  of 
bankrupt  issued  against  him,  and 
for  remofing  and  fraudulently  car- 
rying away  fifteen  tons  of  Ullow, 
Tajncd  at  400L  and  400/.  in  money, 
wfth  his  debt.book«  and  books  of 
accounts,  with  intention  to  defraud 
bu  creditors. 

Having  pleaded  not  guilty  to  the 
indictment,  the  counsel  informed 
the  jury  that  the  act  of  parliament 
had  expressly  declared  that,  '  if  any 
person,  being  a  bankrupt,  after  the 
month  of  April,  1707,  did  fraudu- 
lently omceal,  embezzle,  or  make 
away  with  goods  or  money  to  the 
Talne  of  )uf.  he  should  be  deemed 
gniltj  of  fdooy.' 

A   number    of  witnesses   were 
called  to  prove  his  being  a  regular 
trader,  and  to  make  it  appear  that 
he  had  committed  an  act  of  bank, 
roptcy ;  hot  the  principal  of  these 
was  Mr.  Hodgson,  who  deposed 
that  bang  sent  after  a  prisoner  by 
the  commissioners  of  bankrupts,  he 
apprehended  him  at  Sandwich,  and 
searching  him,  by  virtue  of  his  war- 
rant, found  in  his  pocket  twenty 
guineas  in   gold,   and    about  five 
pounds   seven    shillings    and    six- 
pence in  silver ;  and  that  he  had 
three  gold  rings  on  his  fingers :  that 


he  took  from  him  the  gold,  and 
five  pounds  in  silver,  and  left  him 
the  odd  silver. 

Town  had  intended  to  sail  in  a 
ship  which  was  bound  to  Amster- 
dam ;  but,  being  too  late,  he  went 
on  board  a  packet-boat  bound  to 
Ostend,  and,  being  taken  sea-sick, 
he  went  to  the  side  of  the  Tcssel, 
and,  stooping  down,  dropped  eight 
hundred  guineas,  which  were  in  two 
bags  between  his  coat  and  waist- 
coat,  into  the  sea. 

A  storm  arising  at  sea,  the 
packet-boat  was  driven  back,  and 
obliged  to  put  into  Sandwich;  in 
consequence  of  which  Town  was 
apprehended  by  Hodgson,  as  above 
mentioned. 

When  Town  was  examined  be- 
fore  the  commissioners,  he  acknow. 
Icdged  that  he  had  ordered  Thomas 
Norris  to  carry  off  his  books  and 
accounts,  plate,  and  papers  of  Talue, 
and  likewise  to  convey  a  large  quan- 
tity of  tallow,  which  he  supposed 
was  then  arrived  in  Holland. 

Now  the  counsel  for  Town  in- 
sisted that,  as  Norris  was  a  joint 
agent  with  him,  the  act  of  one  was 
the  act  of  both  ;  and  thai  he  could 
not  legally  be  convicted  till  the  other 
(who  was  then  abroad)  could  be 
apprehended,  and  tried  with  him. 
But,  in  order  to  frustrate  thb  argu- 
ment, it  was  proved  that  Town  had 
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•hipped  off  large  qaantlties  of  goods 
on  hu  own  account;  besides,  the 
Gircamstance  of  hb  being  taken  at 
Sandwich,  bj  Mr.  Hodgson,  with 
more  than  twenty  pounds  of  his 
creditors*  money  in  his  possession, 
was  a  sufficient  proof  of  his  gnilt : 
wherefore  the  jury  did  not  hesitate 
on  his  case,  and  he  receired  sentence 
of  death. 

This  unhappy  man  was  a  natif  e 
of  the  county  of  Oiford,  and  Cor 
some  time  had  carried  on  a  con. 
sidcrable  business  as  a  tallow- 
chandler,  with  great  reputation; 
but  it  appears  too  .efident  that  he 
had  formed  a  design  of  defrauding 
his  creditors,  liecause,  at  the  time  of 
his  absconding,  he  had  considerable 
property  In  the  funds,  and  was 
otherwise  in  good  circumstances. 

Before  his  con? iction  he  was  in- 
dulged with  a  chamber  to  himself  in 
the  press-yard ;  but,  after  sentence 
was  passed  on  him,  he  was  put  into 
the  condemned  hole  with  the  other 
prisoners :  but  here  he  caught  a 
▼iolent  cold,  which  brought  on  a 
deafness,  a  disorder  to  which  he  had 
been  subject;  wherefore,  on  com- 
plaining of. this  circumstance,  he  was 
removed  to  his  former  apartments. 

While  under  sentence  of  death, 
he  refused  to  aclLnowlcdge  the  jus- 
tice of  his  sentence,  declaring  that  a 
person  whom  he  had  relicTed,  and 
preserved  from  ruin,  liad  occasioned 
his  destruction.  He  attended  the 
devotions  of  the  plaice,  declared  that 
he  forgave  his  enemies,  and  begged 
that  God  would  likewise  forgive 
them.  He  was  exactly  forty-one 
years  of  age  the  day  of  his  execu- 
tion, which  took  place  December 
^S)  1712,  a  circumstance  which, 
with  great  composure,  he  mentioned 
to  the  Ordinary  of  Newgate,  on  his 
^fty  to  the  place  of  execution. 


Mr.  Town  was  the  first  peraoa 
who  suffered  en  the  act  which  made 
it  felony  for  a  bankrupt  to  conceal 
the  value  of  20/.  or  upwards.  It  is 
the  fate  of  many  an  honest  man  to 
become  a  bankrupt,  and  it  is  iMt 
too  common  for  the  unfeeling  world 
to  brand  all  bankrupts  with  the 
general  name  of  villain :  but  'we 
hope,  for  the  honour  of  human  na- 
ture, that  this  name  is  net  deserved 
once  where  it  b  applied  a  thovsaad 
times. 

It  has  been  the  misfortune  of 
some  of  the  worthiest  men  we  have 
ever  known  to  become  bankrupts. 
On  the  contrary,  many  of  the  most 
contemptible  of  the  human  race 
have  been  successful  traders,  and, 
in  the  language  of  the  dtjr,  have 
been  <good  men.'  Undoubtedly 
there  have  been  fraudulent  bank- 
ruptcies; but,  comparatively  speak-- 
ing,  we  believe  very  few.  Wc 
have  not  many  instances  of  traders 
flourishing  in  a  great  degree  after 
a  bankruptcy  ;  and  what  man  would 
wish,  if  it  were  in  his  power,  to 
meet  the  public  contempt  and  de- 
rbion,  for  the  sake  of  cmbeuliBg  a 
few  paltry  hundred  pounds,  and 
this,  too,  at  the  hazard  of  his  life  ? 

With  regard  to  the  particuhtf  in- 
stance before  us,  we  see  a  strong 
proof  of  the  wisdom  and  jultioe  of 
Providence,  in  preventing  this  of- 
fender from  making  his  escape ;  in 
the  first  place,  by  the  ship  having 
sailed  ;  and  in  the  second  by  the 
packet-boat  being  obliged  to  put 
back,  through  stress  of  weather. 

Hence  let  all  who  are  tempted  to 
commit  crimes  of  a  similar^  or  of 
any  other  nature,  learn  that  they 
can  never  escape  the  sight  of  a  jost 
God,  who  ruleth  the  worid  In 
righteousness. 
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RICHARD  NOBLE, 

EXECUTED  FOR  THE  MURDER  OF  MR.  SAYER. 
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We  forbear  to  comment  opon 
thtt  part  of  this  ihockiiiR  transac- 
tion which  relates  to  the  female  sex ; 
and  happj  should  we  be  if  our  duty 
.pennittBd  ns  to  consign  to  oblirion 
inpatationi  npon  those  who  were 
bjr  aatare  formed  to  be  the  friend 
Md  cooifort  of  man. 

Rkfaard  Noble,  we  are  sorry  to 
saj,  wai  an  attorney  at  law,  and 
the  panunoir  of  Mrs.  Sayer,  wife 
of  John  Sajer,  Esq.  who  was  pos. 
teased  of  about  one  thousand  pounds 
%  jtu^  and  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Biddesdeo,  in  Buckinghamshire. 
Mr.  Sajer  does  not  appear  to  hare 
been  a  nan  of  any  great  abilities, 
but  wu  remarkable  for  his  good 
«alttre  and  inoffensire  disposition. 

Mrs.  Sajer,  to  whom  he  was 
married  m  1699,  was  the  daughter 
of  Adaund  Neril—- a  woman  of  an 
■f leeable  person  and  brilliant  wit, 
but  of  sBch  an  abandoned  disposi- 
tion as  to  be  a  disgrace  to  her  sex. 
Soon  after  Mr.  Saycr*s  wedding, 
Colonel  Salisbury  married  the  ad- 
■ini*s  widow ;  but  there  was  such 
a  ficioas  similarity  in  the  cunduct 
of  the  Bother  and  daughter  that 
the  two  hasbands  had  early  occa- 
MM  to  bo  disgusted  with  the  choice 
Ui^hadMde. 

Mr.  Safcr's  nuptials  had  not  been 
^eWwitad  many  days  before  the 
Mdo  took  the  liberty  of  kicking 
kiai,  aid  hinted  that  she  would  pro- 
cure  a  lever  more  agreeable  to  her 
■"0^  Sayer,  who  was  distractedly 
lead  of  her,  bore  this  treatment  with 
P«tiaice;  and,  at  the  end  of  a 
twelteaionth,  she  presented  him  a 
daughter,  which  soon  died :  but  he 
became  still  more  fond  of  her  after 
•be  had  made  him  a  father,  and  was 
«>«tiEaally  loading  her  with  pre- 
senls. 

Mr.  Sayer  now  took  a  bo«se  in 


Lisle  Street,  Leicester  Fields,  kept 
a  coach,  and  did  e? ery  thing  which 
he  thought  might  gratify  his  wife ; 
but  her  nnhappy  disposition  was 
the  occasion  of  temporary  separa- 
tions. At  tiknes,  howcTer,  she  be- 
ha? od  with  more  complaisance  to  ber 
husband,  who  had,  after  a  while, 
the  honour  of  being  deemed  father 
of  another  child  of  which  she  was 
deli?ercd  ;  and,  after  this  circum- 
stance, she  indulged  herself  in  ftiil 
greater  liberties  than  before^  her 
mother,  who  was  almost  constantly 
with  her,  encouraging  her  in  thb 
shameful  conduct. 

At  length  a  scheme  was  concert- 
ed which  would  probably  haye  end- 
ed in  the  dettruction  of  Mr.  Sayer 
and  Colonel  Salisbury,  had  it  not 
been  happily  prcTented  by  the  pru- 
dence of  the  latter.  The  colonel 
taking  an  opportunity  to  represent 
to  Mrs.  Sayer  the  ill  consequences 
that  must  attend  her  infidelity  to 
her  husband,  she  immediately  at- 
tacked him  with  the  most  outrageous 
language,  and  insulted  him  to  that 
degree  that  he  threw  the  remainder 
of  a  cup  of  tea  at  her.  The  mother 
and  daughter  immediately  laid  hold 
of  this  circumstance  to  inflame  the 
passions  of  Mr.  Sayer,  whom  they 
at  length  prevailed  on  to  demand 
satisfaction  of  the  colonel. 

The  challenge  is  said  to  hare 
been  written  by  Mrs.  Sayer;  and, 
when  the  colonel  rcceireil  it,  he 
conjectured  that  it  was  a  plan  con- 
certed between  the  ladies  to  get  rid 
of  their  husbands.  Howcfer,  be 
obeyed  the  summons,  and,  going  ill 
a  coach  with  Mr.  Sayer  towards 
Montague  House^  he  addressed  him 
as  follows :  ^  Son  Sayer,  let  us  come 
to  a  right  understanding  of  this  bo- 
siness.  'Tis  Tcry  well  known  that 
I  am  a  swordsman,  and  I  ihoaid  be 
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werj  far  from  getting  an  j  bonoar  by 
killing  joo.  Butf  to  come  nearer 
to  the  point  in  hand,  thoo  ihouldst 
know.  Jack,  for  all  the  world 
knows,  that  thy  wife  and  mine  are 
both  what  they  nbould  not  be.  They 
want  to  get  rid  of  ut  at  once. 
If  thou  thouldst  drop,  they'll  have 
me  hanged  for  it  after/  There  wai 
•o  much  of  obvious  truth  in  thb 
remark,  that  Mr.  Sayer  immedi- 
ately felt  its  force,  and  the  gentle- 
men drofe  home  together,  to  the 
mortification  of  the  ladies. 

Soon  after  this  affair  Mrs.Sayer 
went  to  her  house  in  Buckingham- 
shire, where  an  intimacy  took  place 
between  her  and  the  curate  of  the 
parish ;  and  the  amour  was  conduct- 
ed with  so  little  reserve,  that  all  the 
servants  saw  that  the  parson  had 
more  influence  in  the  house  than 
their  master. 

Mrs.  Sayer  coming  to  London, 
was  soon  followed  by  the  young 
clergyman,  who  was  seized  with  the 
small-pox,  which  cost  him  his  life. 
When  he  found  there  was  no  hope 
of  his  recovery,  he  sent  to  Mr. 
Sayer,  earnestly  requesting  to  see 
him  ;  but  Mrs.  Sayer,  who  judged 
what  he  wanted,  said  that  her  hus- 
band had  not  had  the  small-pox, 
and  such  a  viut  might  cost  him  his 
life.  She  therefore  Insisted  that  her 
husband  shciuld  not  go ;  and  the 
passive  man  tamely  submitted  to 
this  injunction,  though  his  wife  daily 
sent  a  footman  to  inquire  after  the 
clergyman,  who  died  without  being 
visited  by  Mr.  Sayer. 

This  gentleman  had  not  been  long 
dead  before  his  place  was  supplied 
by  an  officer  of  the  guards ;  but  he 
was  soon  diimissed  in  favour  of  a 
man  of  great  dbtinction,  who  pre. 
sented  her  with  some  valuable  china, 
which  she  pretended  was  won  at 
Astrop  Wells. 

About  Ms  time  Mr.  Sayer  found 
A^  ^A/rv  cotiikhrMy  denngcA  by 


his  wife's  extravagance ;  on  which 
a  gentleman  recommended  him  to 
Mr.  Richard  Noble,  the  subject  of 
our  pretest  consideratioa,  as  a  man 
capable  of  bdag  very  serviceable  to 
him.  Hl<  father  kept  a  very  repn. 
table  coffee-house  at  Bath ;  aad  his 
mother  was  so  virtuous  a  woman, 
that  when  Noble  afterwards  went 
to  her  house  with  Mrs.  Sayer,  in  a 
coach  and  six,  she  shut  the  door 
against  him.  He  had  been  well 
educated,  and  articled  to  an  attof^ 
ney  uf  eminence  in  New  Jan,  in 
which  he  afterwards  took  chaasben 
for  himself ;  but  be  had  not  been 
In  any  considerable  degree  of  prac- 
tice when  he  was  introduced  to  Mr. 
Sayer. 

Soon  after  hb  introduction  to  Mr. 
Sayer's  family  he  became  too  inti- 
mate with  Mrs.  Sayer,  and,  if  report 
said  true,  with  her  mother  likewise. 
Uowevcr,  these  abandoned  womea 
had  other  prospects  betides  mere 
gallantry,  and,  considering  Noble 
as  a  man  of  the  world  as  well  at  a 
lover,  they  concerted  a  scheme  to 
deprive  Mr.  Sayer  of  a  considerable 
part  of  his  estate. 

The  unhappy  gentlenum,  being 
perpetually  teazed  by  the  women, 
at  length  consented  to  execute  a 
deed  of  separation,  in  which  he 
assigned  some  lands  in  Bucking- 
hamshire, to  the  amount  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a  year,  to 
his  wife,  exclusive  of  fifty  pounds 
a  year  for  pin-money ;  and  by  this 
deed  he  likewise  covenanted  that 
Mrs.  Sayer  might  live  with  whom 
she  pleased)  and  that  he  would  ne- 
ver molest  any  person  on  account 
of  harbouring  her.  Mr.  Sayer  was 
even  so  weak  as  to  sign  this  deed 
without  having  counsel  of  his  own 
to  examine  it. 

Not  long  after  this  Mrs. 
Sayer  was  delivered. of  a  child 
at  Bath;  but,  that  the  husband 
might  uol 
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stance)  NoUe  tent  him  a  letier,  ac- 
quaintiog  him  that  he  was  to  be 
pricked  down  for  high  sheriff  of 
fiackinghamihire  ;  and  Mrs.  Salit- 
bory  urged  him  to  go  to  Holland  to 
be  oat  of  the  way,  and  supplied  him 
with  some  money  on  the  occasion. 

it  does  not  seem  probable  that 
Sayar  had  any  suspicion  of  Noble's 
criminal  intercourse  with  his  wife  ; 
for,  the  night  before  he  set  out,  he 
presented  him  with  a  pair  of  saddle- 
pistols,  and  furniture  worth  abo? c 
forty  poQods. 

Soon  after  he  was  gone,  Mrs. 
Sayer's  maid,  speaking  of  the  dan- 
ger her  master  might  be  in  at  sea, 
Mrs.  Sayer  said,  ^She  should  be 
sorry  his  man  James,  a  poor  inno. 
cent  fellow,  should  come  to  any 
harm ;  but  she  should  be  glad,  and 
earnestly  wished,  that  Mr.  Saycr 
might  shik  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea, 
and  that  the  bottom  of  the  ship 
might  eoae  out' 

Not  long  after  the  husband  was 
gone  abroad,  Noble  began  to  give 
himself  ain  of  greater  consequence 
than  he  had  hitherto  done.  He 
was  sdkitor  in  a  cause  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  in  which  Mr.  Sayer 
was  plaiBtiff,and,  ha?ing  obtained  a 
decne,  he  obliged  the  trustees  no- 
minated  k  the  marriage  articles  to 
relniqaiil,and  assumed  the  autho* 
rity  of  a  sole  trustee. 

Mr.  Sayer  remained  in  Holland 
nearly  a  year,  during  which  time 
Noble  pablidy  cohabited  with  his 
wife;  and  when  her  husband  re- 
turned she  refused  to  lire  with  him  ; 
hat  haring  first  robbed  him  of  abofe 
two  thousand  pounds,  in  exchequer 
hills  and  other  effccU,  she  went  to 
priwte  lodgings  with  Noble,  and 
was  shortly  after  delirered  of  ano- 
Iker  chad.  After  Mrs.  Sayer  had 
was  doped  from  her  husband,  he 
cauisd  an  adTerUsement  to  be  in- 
serted  in  the  newspapers,  of  which 
the  foUowing  b  a  copy  : 


^  Whereas  Mary,  the  wife  .of 
John  Sayer,  £sq.  late  of  Liala 
Street,  St.  Anne's,  went  away  from 
her  dwelling-house,  on  or  about'the 
23d  of  May  last,  in  company  with 
Elizabeth  Neril,  sister  to  the  said 
Mary,  and  hath  carried  away  near 
one  thousand  pounds  in  money, 
besides  other  things  of  a  considera. 
ble  Talue,  and  is  supposed  to  go  by 
some  other  name:  he  desires  all 
tradesmen  and  others  not  to  gife 
her  any  credit,  for  that  he  will  not 
pay  the  same.' 

While  Mrs.  Sayer  cohabited  with 
Noble  he  was  constantly  supplied 
with  money  ;  but  he  was  not  her 
only  associate  at  that  time,  for^ 
during  his  occasional  absence,  she 
receiTed  the  Tisits  of  other  lo? era. 

Noble  now  procured  an  order 
from  the  Court  of  Chancery  to  take 
Mr.  Sayer  in  execution  for  four 
hundred  pounds,  at  the  suit  of  Mrs. 
Salisbury,  the  consequence  of  a 
judgment  confessed  by  him,  for 
form's  sake,  to  protect  his  goods 
from  his  creditors  while  he  was  in 
Holland.  Mr.  Sayer  declared  that 
the  r^  debt  was  not  more  than 
serenty  pounds,  though  artful  ma* 
nagement  and  legal  expenses  had 
swelled  it  to  the  abofe^men tinned 
sum. 

Hereupon  Sayer  took  refuge 
within  the  rules  of  (he  Fleet  prison, 
and  exhibited  his  bill  in  chancery 
for  relief  against  these  snits,  and 
the  deed  of  separation,  which  he 
obtained. 

In  the  m^n  time  Mrs.  Sayer  find- 
ing herself  liable  to  be  exposed  by 
the  ad? ertisement  her  husband  had 
caused  to  be  inserted  in  the  news- 
papers, she,  with  her  mother  and 
Noble,  took  lodgings  in  the  Mint, 
South wark,  which  was  at  that  time 
a  place  of  refuge  for  great  numbers 
of  persons  of  desperate  circum- 
stances  and  abandoned  characters. 

Mr.  Saycr,  having  been  informed 
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of  thif 9  wrote  seToral  letters  to  her, 
promiiing  that  he  would  forgive  all 
her  crimes  If  she  would  return  to 
her  dutj ;  but  she  treated  his  let. 
ters  with  as  much  contempt  as  she 
had  done  hts  person. 

Hereupon  he  delermined  to  seise 
on  her  bj  force,  presuming  that  he 
should  recover  some  of  his  effects 
if  he  could  get  her  into  his  custody. 
He  therefore  obtained  a  warrant  of 
m  justice  of  the  peace,  and,  taking 
with  him  two  constables,  and  six 
assistants,  went  to  the  bouse  of 
George  Twjford,  In  the  Mint ;  the 
com  tables  intimating  that  they  had 
m  warrant  to  search  for  a  suspected 
person  :  for  if  it  had  been  thought 
that  thej  were  bailiffs,  their  lives 
would  haTO  been  in  danger. 

Having  entered  the  house,  thcj 
went  to  a  back  room,  where  Noble, 
Mn.  Sayer,  and  Mrs.  Salisbury, 
were  at  dinner:  the  door  was  no 
sooner  open  than  Noble  drew  his 
sword,  and,  stabbing  Sayer  in  the 
left  breast,  he  died  on  the  spot. 
The  constables  immediately  appre- 
hended the  murderer  and  the  two 
women ;  but  the  latter  were  so 
abandoned,  that,  while  the  peace 
oflkers  were  conveying  them  to  the 
house  of  a  magistrate,  they  did  lit- 
tle else  than  lament  the  fate  of 
Noble. 

Apprehensive  that  the  mob  would 
rise,  from  a  supposition  that  the 
prisoners  were  debtors,  a  constable 
was  directed  to  carry  he  bloody 
sword  before  them,  in  testimony 
that  murder  had  been  committed, 
which  produced  the  wished-for  ef. 
feet,  by  keeping  perfect  peace. 
.  The  prisoners  begged  to  send  for 
counsel ;  which  being  granted,  No- 
ble was  committed  for  trial,  af- 
ter an  examination  of  two  hours; 
but  the  counsel  urged  so  many  ar. 
gnments  in  favour  of  the  women, 
J^^/i  WMs  tern  o'tOock  at  night  be- 
WW  iSejr  wetm  e&mmiittd.     Soon 


afterwards  this  worthless  mother 
and  daughter  applied  to  the  Court 
of  Klng*s  Bench  to  be  admitted  to 
ball,  which  was  refused  them. 

The  coroner's  inquest  having 
viewed  Mr.  Sayer's  body,  it  wss 
removed  to  his  lodgings,  within  the 
rules  of  the  Fleet,  in  order  for  in- 
terment ;  and  three  days  afterwards 
they  gave  a  verdict,  finding  Noble 
guilty  of  wilful  murder,  and  the 
women  of  having  aided  and  assbted 
him  in  that  murder. 

On  the  evening  of  the  19th  of 
March,  1713,  they  were  put  to  the 
barat  Kingston,  in  Surrey;  andhav. 
ing  been  arraigned  oh  the  several 
indictments,  to  which  they  pleaded 
not  guilty,  tbey  were  told  to  pre- 
pare  for  their  trials  by  six  o'clock 
on  the  following  morning. 

Being  brought  down  for  trial  at 
the  appointed  time,  they  moved  the 
court  that  their  trials  might  be  de. 
ferred  till  the  afternoon,  on  the  plea 
that  some  material  witnesses  were 
absent:  but|thecourt^  not  believing 
their  allegations,  refused  to  comply 
with  their  request.  It  was  imagined 
that  this  motion  to  put  off  their 
trials  was  founded  in  the  expectation 
that  when  the  business  at  the  Nisi 
Prius  bar  was  dispatched  many  of 
the  jurymen  might  go  home,  so  that, 
when  the  prisoners  had  made  their 
challenges,  there  might  not  be  a 
number  left  sufficient  to  try  them, 
so  that  they  might  escape  till  the 
next  assizes,  by  which  time  they 
hoped  some  circumstances  would 
happen  in  their  favour. 

It  being  ordered  that  the  trisis 
should  commence,  Mr.  Noble  and 
Mrs.  Salisbury  each  challenged 
twenty  of  the  jury,  and  Mrs. 
Sayer  challenged  thirty-five.  Here 
it  should  be  observed  that  all  per- 
sons indicted  for  felony  have  a  right 
to  challenge  twenty  jurots,  and 
those  indicted  for  petit-treason 
thirty ^fioe  ;  whiA  ma^  ^  to«R 
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witboot  tlleging  anj  cause.     Hap. 

piljT,  bowef  er,  the  sheriff  had  sam- 

■oaed  so  great  a  aainber  of  jurors, 

that  the  ends  of  pttblic  justice  were 

■ot,  for  tlie  present,  defeated.— 

Noble's  eoonsel  urged  that  some  of 

the  persoBS  who  iMroko  into  tho 

house  Blight  liare  murdered  Mr. 

Sajer,  or,  if  thcf  had  not,  the  pro- 

▼ocatioo  he  had  reccired  might  be 

sach  as  would  warrant  the  jury  in 

iadiag  him  guilty  of  manslaughter 

only. 

As  the  court  had  sat  from  six 
o'dodL  hi  the  morning  till  one 
o'dodL  the  next  morning,  the  jury 
were  faidnlged  with  some  refresh- 
meat  before  they  left  the  box ;  and, 
after  being  out  nine  hours,  tbey  gare 
thdr  fordict  that  Mn  Noble  was 
« Guilty,',  and  Mrs.  Salisbury  and 
Mn.  Sayer  were  «  Not  guilty.' 
Whea  Mr.  Noble  was  brought  to 
thefatf  to  receive  sentence,  he  ad- 
ditsssd  the  court  in  the  following 
4ronb: 

^  My  I/ird,— I  am  soon  to  appear 
aad  leader  an  account  of  my  sins  to 
God  Ahiiglity.  If  your  lordship 
thoald  think  me  guilty  of  those 
crisMs  t  haTe  been  accused,  and 
tmwtti  of  by  my  jury,  I  am  then 
myour  lordship  will  think  that  I 
stsadia  need  of  such  a  reparation, 
*M^  a  humiliation  for  my  great 
ofcBsssi  such  an  abhorrence  of  my 
pot  Ubb  give  me  hopes  of  a  future 
M^  tfcst  I  am  not  without  hopes 
*ht  it  will  be  a  motive  to  your 
j»*fcip»i  goodness,  that  after  you 
^<  jwlged  and  sentenced  my  body 
to  eiecation,  jou  will  chariUbly 
U^ne  with  a  little  time  for  the 
pwwfation  of  my  soul.  If  1  had 
>0<UBf  fo  answer  for  but  killing 
«•  Sayer  with  precedent  malice,  I 
*jdd  have  no  need  to  address  my- 
J*  to  your  lordship  in  this  manner. 
It  B  now  too  late  to  take  advantage 
^tejing  it  to  your  lordship,  and 
^  nev  9J  end  to  dissemble  It  bo. 


fore  God.     I  know,  my  lord,  the 
danger,  the  hell,  that  I  should  plunge 
myself  headlong  into;  I  know  I 
shall  soon  answer  for  the  truth  I 
am  about  to  say  before  a  higher 
tribunal,    and  a  more  disceming 
Judge  than  your  lordship,  which  h 
only  in  heaven.     I  did  not  take  the 
advantage  to  kill  Mr.  Sayer;  by  the 
thought    or    apprehension  that  I 
could  do  it  under  the  umbrage  of  the 
laws,  or  with  impunity:  nothing 
was  more  distant  from  my  thoughts 
than  to  remove  him  out  of  the  world 
to  enjoy  his  wife  (as  was  suggested) 
without  molestation  ;  nor  could  any 
one  have  greater  reluctance  or  re- 
morse, from  the  time  of  tho  fact  to 
the  hour  of  my  trial,  than  I  hate 
had,   though  the   prosecutors  re- 
ported to  tho  contrary,  for  which  I 
heartily  forgive  them.    My  connsel 
obliged  me  to  say,  on  my  trial,  that 
I  heard  Mr.  Sayer's  voice  before  he 
broke  open  the  door ;  I  told  them, 
as  I  now  tell  your  lordship,  that  I 
did  not  know  it  was  him  till  he  was 
breaking  In  at  the  door,  and  then, 
and    not    before,  was  my  sword 
drawn,  and  the  wound  given,  which 
wound,  as  Dr.  Garth  informed  me, 
was  so  very  slight,  that  it  was  a 
thousand  to  one  that  he  died  of  It. 
When  I  gave  the  wound,  I  insen- 
sibly  quitted  the  sword,  by  which 
means  I  left  myself  open  for  him  to 
have  done  what  was  proved  he  at- 
tempted, and  was  so  likely  for  him 
to  have  effected,  viz.  to  have  stabbed 
me:  and  his  failure  in  the  attempt 
has  not  a  little  excited  my  surprise. 
When  I  heard  the  company  run  up 
stairs,  I  was  alarmed,  and  in  fear  ; 
the  landlord   telling  me  instantly 
thereupon  that  the  house  was  beset, 
either  for  me  or  himself,  added  to 
my  confusion.  I  then  never  thought 
or  intended  to  do  mischief,  but  first 
bolted  the  fore  door,  and  then  bolted 
and  padlocked  the  back  door,  which 
was  glazed,  and  began  to  fasten  the 
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*m\y  U9  u.fMM  mjffMt-M  it  am  the  t  lo* 

fif #/k«  ftpttn  iUti  dtHff^  mud  not  till 
lUmtf  f  fwrfr^fc4  w»d  knew  be  wai 
IfrrMwK;  iimI  IpU  f«rHM;r  ffareAltaml 
MfkriNpUf  wkkb  1  mi  folly  profcd 
on  my  IrUI^  mihI  ciijld  brnte  proted 
Kitiitb  fitlirr,  bad  not  iVfni.  Salb* 
iKiry'*  «vUl«fic«  been  Ukcn  from 
me,  iiwde  my  feer  %o  grcali  and  the 
HU|ireb<^ii»k»n  of  my  danger  mi  near, 
fhal  what  1  did  waa  the  natural 
mollfin  »f  M'tf-dek'nce,  and  wa»  too 
unddrii  lo  be  the  rrtaltof  precedent 
niallc:ei  and  1  solemnly  declare  that 
1  did  not  hear  cir  know  from  Twy. 
ford  the  landlord,  or  otherwise, 
that  any  countable  attended  the  de- 
ceatcd  till  after  the  roUfortuno  hap. 
I»rnedt  It  wa«  my  mUfortuno  that 
what  1  said  as  to  hearing  the  de- 
c!eased*s  voice  was  turned  to  my  dis« 
advantaire  by  the  counicl  against 
me,  ami  that  1  wa*  not  entitled  to 
any  a^slslancr  of  coumel,  to  onlorco 
the  evidonce  given  for  nic,  or  lo 
nnnaik  upon  the  evidence  given 
Against  me:  which  1  dou*t  doubt 
would  have  fully  satislicd  your  lord, 
khip  and  th«  jury  that  what  hap. 
penrd  was  more  my  misfortune  than 
my  design  or  intention.  If  1  had 
iH^n  able,  under  the  concern,  to  re. 
mark  u|Min  the  evideniv  against  me, 
that  Mr.  Sa^cr  wai  but  the  tenth 
|Nirt  of  a  miuttte  in  breaking  o))en 
the  doot  I  it  cottkl  not  then  w  ell  be 
hup|Hi|i«M  hy  the  jury  that  I  was 
)MT|^riiHl  m)self»  or  putting  myself 
in  oi^lvr  tt^  do  nuM'hirf^  which  are 
acts  of  foreth^*ught  and  con>idcra. 
ti%kH  which  ix>juirv  much  more  ti«»e 
tkau  w  pit^tcndiNl  I  could  have  h4d 
UvM  tho  (IMK*  1  di>ct»vered  Mr« 
S^vr ;  tVw  even  fiiMn  his  \>ntn  into 
Ike  k^usH''  to  the  umo  \4  the  acvu 
Ami  did  ih4  amount,  as  1  am  in. 
fcwiiU  to  «N4>p  Ikaa  the  sj^^x  oif 

Mm  mlkMh^     Kki  I  did  no;  Ji». 
MMT  Ate  *tfiM\*  l*«  Amc  «a««  w  a>\ 


I  wiik  it  bad  ben  say  goodfortrac 
tkat  the  jary  bad  appikd  that  to  bm 
wbicb  yoar  iocd*hip  iisaarked  ia 
favoar  of  the  ladies,  that  cbe  aiatter 
was  so  Tery  sudden,  so  very  acci- 
dental and  vneipecled,  that  it  was 
impotnble  to  be  a  contrifaoce  and 
confederacy,  and  unlikely  that  they 
could  come  to  a  resolotion  in  so 
short  a  time.  I  don't  remember 
your  lordship  distinguished  my  case, 
as  to  that  particular,  to  be  different 
from  theirs,  nor  was  there  rooni  for 
it;  for  It  is  impossible  for  your 
lordship  to  believe  that  I  dreamt  of 
Mr.  Saycr*8  coming  there  at  that 
time,  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  fully 
proved  to  your  lordship  that  I  went 
there  upon  another  occasion,  that 
was  lawful*and  beneficial  to  the  de. 
ceased  ;  and  I  had  no  more  time  to 
think  and  contriTe  than  the  ladies 
had  to  agree  or  consent.  If  any 
thing  could  be  construed  favurably 
on  the  behalf  of  such  an  unfortunate 
wretch  as  my^iclf,  I  think  thedcjig*' 
1  had  some  time  before  begun,  and 
was  about  finishing  that  day,  might 
have  taken  away  all  suspicion  of 
malice  against  Mr.  flayer.— Must  it 
be  thought,  my  lord,  thaf  I  only 
am  such  a  sinner  that  I  cannot  re- 
pent and  make  reparation  to  the 
persons  1  have  injured  ?  It  was  de- 
nied  ;  but  I  stn>ngly  solicited  a  re- 
conciliation between  Mr.  Sayer  and 
his  lady  ;  and  if  this  had  tended  to 
procure  me  an  easier  access  to  Mis. 
Sayer,  it  would  h^Te  been  sach  a 
matter  of  aggravation  to  mcp  that  it 
could  not  have  escaped  the  remark 
of  the  counsel  against  me^  nor  the 
»hai  pue»s  of  the  prosecutors  present 
in  court :  with  t>oth  I  transacted, 
and  to  both  1  appealed,  particularly 
to  Mr.  >iott«  to  vhom,  bat  the 
day  bclore  ihb  accident*  i  mani- 
fc»ti<d  my  desire  of  having  dien 
live  ciigvther  a^ain  :  and  therefore, 
my  \ord«  \t  »iko%id  be  ^cesaacd  I 
l^ouncd  vo  be  teoaBoielL  ^  m^ 
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not  to  rcTenge  myself  on^  Mr.Sayer* 
Your  lordship,  1  hope,  willobserTe 
thus  mncfa  in  mj  fa? our,  that  it  was 
80  far  from  being  a  clear  fact,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  jury,  that  they 
tat  up  all  night,  and,  believing  there 
was  no  malice  at  that  time,,  told 
yomr  lordship  they  intended,  and 
were  Inclined,  to    find    it    man- 
tlaoghter  ;  and,  doubting  the  lega. 
lity  of  the  w^raiit,  to  find  it  spe- 
cial.   I  hope  this  will  touch  your 
lordship's  heart  so  far  as  not  to 
think  me  so  ill  a  man  as  to  deserro 
(what  the  best  of  Christians  are 
taught  to  pray  against)  a  sudden 
death!— I  confess, ^  I  am   unpre. 
pared ;  the  hopes  of  my  being  able 
to  make  a  legd  defence,  and  roy 
endeafoars  therein,  having  taken 
ip  my  time,  which  I  wbh  I  had 
hetter  employed.     I  beg  leave  to 
assure  your   lordship,    upon   the 
words  of  a  dying  man,  that  as  none 
of  the  indirect  practices  to  get  or 
suppress  evidence  were  proved  upon 
me,  10  they  never  sprang  from  me ; 
and  lean  safely  say  that  my  blood, 
in  a  great  measure,  will  lie  at  their 
door  that  did,  because  it  drew  me 
vnder  an  ill  iropntation  of  defending 
nyteif  by  snbomation  of  perjury. 
I  would  be  willing  to  do  my  duty 
towards  ny  neighbour,  as  well  as 
Cod,  before  I  die ;  I  have  many 
papers  aad-coocems  (by  reason  of 
ny  profsabn)  of  my  clients  in  my 
hinds,  and  who  will  suffer  if  they 
are  not  put  into  some  order ;  and 
Mthingbnt  these  two  considerations 
eouMmake  life  desirable,  under  this 
Wavy  load  of  irons,  and  restless  re- 
■•Wie  of  conscience  for  my  sins.   A 
Aoft  reprieve  for  these  purposes, 
*  fcope,  will  be  agreeable  to  your 
loidsbip's  humanity  and  Chrutian 
vvtie,  whereupon  yonr  lordship^s 


name  shall  be  blest  with  my  last 
breath,  for  giving  me  an  opportu- 
nity  of  niaking  peace  with  my  con- 
science and  God  Almighty.' 

The  last  request  that  Noble  made 
was  granted  :  he  was  allowed  some 
time  to  settle  hb  spiritual  and  tem« 
poral  concerns,  and  at  length  suf- 
fered at  Kingston,  on  the  28th  of 
March,  17 13^  exhibiting  marks  of 
genuine  repentance. 

As  to  the  women,  they  were  no 
sooner  acquitted  than  they  set  out 
for  London,  taking  one  of  the  turn, 
keys  with  them,  to  protect  them 
from  the  assaults  of  the  populace, 
who  were  incensed  in  the  highest 
degree  at  the  singular  enormia  of 
their  crimes. 

Little  need  be  added,  by  way  of 
reflection,  to  this  long  and  interest- 
ing narrative.  Those  who  do  not 
see  and  abhor  the  extreme  wicked* 
ness  of  these  abandoned  women  are 
not  likely  to  be  influenced  by  any 
arguments  we  can  use.  The  sitoa- 
tion  of  Mr.  Sayer  is  pitiable  in  a 
high  degree.  He  was  distractedly 
fond  of  a  woman  who  despised  him— 
who  despised  every  thing  that  bore 
but  the  semblance  of  virtue. 

The  fate  of  Noblo  was  no  other 
than  what  he  merited  by  a  long  and 
obstinate  perseverance  in  a  coune 
of  Tice  aud  ingratitude ;  his  baseness 
is  almost  unexampled.  We.  hopo 
the  force  of  the  following  adyice  of 
the  wise  king  Solomon  will  be  felt 
by  all  our  readers :  ^  Entar  not 
into  the  path  of  the  wicked,  and  go 
not  in  the  way  of  eril  men.  .  At<^ 
it,  pass  not  by  it ;  torn  from  It,  and 
pass  away.  For  they  sleep  not  ex. 
cept  they  have  done  mischief ;  and 
their  sleep  is  Uken  away,  unlets 
they  cause  some  to  fall.' 


\ 
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RICHARD  LOWTHER  AND  WILLIAM  KEELE, 

XXECUTXD  lOR  THE  HURDBR  OF  WILLIAM  PBRRT,  A  TURNKEY  OF 

CLERKSMWKLL  BRIDEWELL. 

William  Lowther  w«f  a  luitiTe    wri  stRbbed    by  Houghton ;  tad 


of  ComberlRnd*  RDd.  bdng  bonnd 
to  the  BiRster  of  a  NcwcatUe  ship, 
which  tnded  to  London »  becRoie 
RGquaiated  with  some  of  that  low 
and  RbRodoned  company  which  it 
always  to  be  found  in  the  metro* 
p<^at. 


daring  the  fray  Houghton  was  shot 
dead. 

The  prisonera  being  at  length 
▼ictoriont,  many  of  them  mtde  their 
etcape;  but  the  neighbours  giviag 
their  assiitance,  Rede  and  Lowther, 
and  se? eral  others,  were  Ulktn  and 


Richard  Keele  was  a  native  of    conTictcd  on  the  clearest  efidence. 
Htmpshire,  and  serrcd  his  time  to    Before  the  passing  sentence,  Keele 


barber  at  Winchester ;  and,  on 
coming  to  London,  he  married  tnd 
tattled  in  bis  own  business  in 
Rotherhithe :  but  not  liTing  happily 
with  his  wife,  he  parted  from  her, 
cohtbited  with  another  woman,  and 
associated  with  a  number  of  disor. 


endcaTOured  to  extenuate  lik  crhnt; 
but  he  was  informed  by  the  court 
that  he  mast  be  deemed  equally 
goilty  with  the  rest  of  his  compa* 
nions,  as  he  had  opposed  the  keep- 
ers in  the  ezeeution  of  their  duty. 
Some  time    after   contiction,  a 


deriy  people,  till  the  commission  of    smith  went  to  the  prison  to  tike 
the  crime  for  whidi  his  life  paid  the    measure  of   them    for   chains,  in 


forfdt. 

On  the  10th  of  December,  1713, 
they  were  indicted  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  for  assisting  Charles  Hough- 
ton in  the  murder  of  Edward  Perry. 

The  case  was  as  follows:  the 
prisoners,  together  witfi  two  other 


which  they  were  to  be  hung,  par- 
suant  to  an  order  from  the  secretai^ 
of  state's  office ;  but  they  for  some 
time  resisted  him  in  this  duty. 

On  the  morning  of  esecution, 
being  the  13th  of  December,  1713, 
they  were  carried  from  Nea^sate  to 


desperate  offenders,  of  the  names  of  Clerkcnweli  Green,  and  there 
Houghton  and  Cullum,  baring  been  hanged  on  a  gallowt  erected  en  the 
confided  of  fdony  at  the  Old  oocarion ;  after  which  thdr  bodies 
Bdley,  were  sentenced  to  be  kept  were  put  in  a  cart,  draws  by  foar 
to  hard  labour  in  Clerkcnweli  horses,  decorated  with  plniaet  of 
bridewdl  for  two  years.  On  their  bhu)k  feathers,  and  were  hung. in 
bdng  carried  thithmr,  Mr.  Boreman,  cbdns  on  the  dlay  aft^r  their  eaeen- 
tlie  keeper,  tiKNight  it  necessary  to    iion. 

pat  them  In  irons,  to  prerent  thdr  While  these  unhtppjr  man  hqr 
escape.    This  they  ell  refused  to    under  sentence  of  dwth,  <faey  tf^i 

penred  to  hare  a  due  seote  of  the 
enormity  of  the  crime  of  wUA 
they  had  been  gail^,  and  made  se- 
rious preparation  for  tim  important 
change  tb^  were  to  nndevgo ;  bat, 
at  tlw  place  of  emcntibn,  Kede 
asked  the  under-sheriff  if  they  were 
to  be  hung  in  chains ;  when  the 
answer  giren  was,  '  Don't  concern 
yourself  about  your  body,  but  take 
care  of  y  out  i^ooi  mu\.^ 


tiibmit  to ;  and  Boreman  baring  or* 
dered  the  irons,  they  broke  into  the 
room  where  the  arms  were  depo- 
rted, which  they  sehted,  and  then 
^^tacked  the  keeper  and  hit  assbt- 
*nts,  whom  they  crnelly  beat.  Low* 
^r  bit  off  part  of  a  man's  nose. 
At  thu  tfane  Perry,  one  of  the  turn- 
~^9  was  without  the  gate,  and  de- 
•■■J*'  ^prisoaen  to  he  peaceable ; 
"  ^finmeiBg  towmrd§  thtm,  he 


Vi 
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It  if  imj  remarkable  llMt  many 
lahappjr  confktt  bavo  been  more 
anzHNM  that  their  bodlci  ahould  not 
hang  ia  chains  than  eten  for  the 
preserration  of  life  itself;  such  is 
the  leaie  of  shame  which  proTaiU  in 
the  minds  of  those  whose  crimes 
have  heen  so  atrodons,  that  one 
woaM  ooojectnro  thej  had  been 
hardened  bejrond  all  idea  of  shame. 
What  is  the  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  this  fact  ?  It  seems  ef  ident 
that  svch  b  the  corruption  of  the 
hnnan  hmrt,  that  men  will  commit 
those  crfanm  without  blushing,  the 
illghteit  punishment  of  which  they 
cannot  bear  the  idea  of;  for  surely 
the  hanging  in  chains,  after  death, 
can  soaredy  be  deemed  a  punish- 
sMttt  In  fact,  it  is  not  intended 
as  a  punishment  to  the  deceased, 
hut  a  terror  to  the  Kving :  and  it  li 
a  cireamstance  of  the  utmost  dis. 
gmee,  and  the  most  mortifying  to 


the  bumaa  feelings,  to  be  hung  np 
between  hea?en  and  earth,  as  if  un- 
worthy of  either ;  the  sport  of  the 
winds,  a  prey  for  the  birds  of  the 
air,  and  an  object  of  pity,  scorn,  and 
derision,  to  their  fcllow^creaturcs* 

There  is  no  saying  to  what  lengths 
any  man  may  proceed  who  once  de* 
pafts  from  the  path  of  integrity. 
Many  a  person  has  been  eiecuted 
for  murder,  whose  first  crimes  were 
of  a  Tery  inferior  natare  s  but  ? ice 
is  not  only  rapid,  but  gfeody  in  Its 
progress.  It  is  like  a  snow-ball 
rolled  down  a  hill;  its  bulk  in- 
creases by  its  own  swiftnesa. 

Hence  let  the  yonug  and  the 
thoughtless  be  taught  to  gnanl 
against  the  first  approaches  of  Tice  ; 
to  shun  the  contamination  of  bad 
company,  as  they  would  a  pesti* 
lence  ;  and,  in  the  Scripture  phrase^ 
to  ^  fly  from  all  appearance  of  evli." 


NATHANIEL  PARRHURST,  ESQ. 

£X£CUTSD  FOR  MUBDBR. 


hb  somewhat  singular  that,  In 
oar  search  of  the  ancient  records  of 
crimes  and  punishments,  we  should 
fiady  in  dironoiogical  order^  two 
maiden,  sAauhtted  by  the  fumes 
ofintoaicatioB.  Of  this  dbgracefnl 
praatice-of  itself  a  sin— we  could 
give  a  long  lectuie ;  bnt  let  these 
dread£al  consequences  operate  as  a 
eaatlon  to  drunkards. 

Mr.  Farkhurst  was  indicted  at 
^  Old  Bailey,  for  the  murder  of 
I^evit  Pleura,  on  the  3d  of  March,' 
1715 ;  and  a  second  time  indicted 
^  tks  statute  of  stabbing ;  when 
thesuhstanoeof  theeridence  given 
agaiast  him  was  as  follows : 

He  was  a  native  of  the  village  of 
C>tttby,  near  Daventry,  in  North, 
unptonshire,  and  was  the  son  of 
^ry  respectable  parents,  who,  hav- 
MggiTen  him  the  education  com- 
■Don  in  a  country  academy,  sent 


him  to  finish  his  studies  at  Wadham^ 
College,  in  Oxford ;  but,  aasocial- 
ing  himself  with  men  of  an  atheistical 
turn  of  mind,  they  employed  them.- 
selves  in  ridiculing  religion,  and 
making  a  jest  of  the  scriptuaes,. 
and  every  thing  that  was  held 
sacred. 

Lewis  Pleura,  who  was  bom:  fa» 
Italy,  had  taken  upon  himself  the- 
title  of  count,  and  subsbted  by  the- 
practice  of  gaming,  till,  being  greatr 
ly  reduced  in  circumstances,  be- 
waa  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the 
Fleet  prbon,  where  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  Parkhurst. 

Parkhurat^  and  the  deceased 
Lewis  Pleuca,  having  been  fellow- 
prboners  in  the  Fleet  for  debt,  the 
former,  who  had  sat  up  drinking 
till  three  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
went  into  a  room  adjoining  that  of 
Mr.  Pleura,  and  said,  ^  Damn  yoii,. 
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Sir  Lewis,  where  are  70a  ?'  bat, 
finding  he  had  mistaken  the  room, 
he  wont  into  the  right  chamber, 
and  said,  '  Dtmn  yon.  Sir  f^wit, 
paj  me  four  guineas  jron  owe  roe.' 
Soon  after  this  the  cry  of  murder 
was  heard ;  when  a  number  of  peo- 
pie,  repairing  to  the  place,  found 
Pleura  weltering  in  his  blood  on 
the  floor,  and  Parkhprtt  orer  him 
with  his  sword,  who  had  slabbed 
him  in  nearly  twenty  places. 

A  surgeon  was  immediately  sent 
for,  who  dressed  the  deceased,  and 
put  him  to  bed ;  and,  as  soon  as  he 
recorered'  the  use  of  his  speech,  he 
dedared  that  Parkhurst  had  assas- 
shiated  him.  Parkhurst,  being 
taken  out  of  the  room,  went  back 
again  to  it,  and  said^  ^  Damn  yuu. 
Pleura,  are  you  not  dead  yet  ?' 

In  answer  to  this  eridence  against 
him,  he  said  that  he  was  ignorant 
of  baring  committed  the  crime,  and 
for  two  years  and  a  half  past  had 
been  in  a  yery  unhappy  state  of 
mind;  and  sereral  witnesses  were 
called  to  prove  that  he  had  done 
many  things  which  seemed  to  inti- 
mate that  he  was  a  lunatic ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  other  evidence  de- 
posed that,  not  long  before  the 
murder  happened,  he  had  taken 
such  steps  towards  obtaining  his 
liberty  as  proved  that  he  was  in 
the  full  use  of  his  intellectual  fa- 
culties. Upon  the  whole,  there- 
fore, the  jury  found  him  guilty. 

Soon  after  this  offender  had  re- 
ceived sentence  of  death,  he  began 
to  see  the  error  of  those  opinions 
he  had  imbibed,  and  acknowledged 
the  truth  of  that  religion  he  bad 
ridiculed,  and  felt  the  force  of  its 
dirine  precepts.  He  confessed  that 
the  dissolute  course  of  life  which 
he  had  led  had  wasted  his  substance, 
weakened  his  intellectual  faculties, 
Mid  disturbed  his  mind  to  such  a 
^^f^fif  ihut,  before  he  committed 
"^  marder  for  whkh  he  suffered, 


he  had  resolved  to  kill  some  person 
or  other,  and  make  his  escape  from 
the  Fleet  prison ;  or,  if  he  should  be 
unable  to  effect  this,  he  intended  to 
have  been  guilty  of  suicide. 

It  is  very  remarkable  of  this 
malefactor,  that,  on  the  morning  of 
execution,  he  oidered  a  fowl  to  be 
prepared  for  his  breakfast,  of  which 
he  seemed  to  eat  with  a  good  appe- 
tite, and  drank  a  pint  of  liquor 
with  it. 

How  men  can  indulge  even  the 
idea  of  feasting,  a  moment,  as  it 
were,  before  they  know  a  disgrace- 
ful  death  must  happen,  is  truly 
astonishing  !  Lord  Lovat,  as  we 
shall  hereafter  show,  ordered  hu 
favorite  dish  to  be  cooked,  and 
thereof  cat  greedily,  just  before  his 
head  was  severed  from  his  body. 

At  the  place  of  execution  he  ad- 
dressed himself  to  the  populace, 
intimating  that,  since  be  had  been 
ill  of  the  small-pox,  about  twenty 
years  before,  his  head  had  been  af. 
fected  to  such  a  degree  that  he  was 
never  able  to  speak  long  at  a  time : 
wherefore  he  said  no  more,  only 
earnestly  requested  their  prsyen 
for  his  departing  soul. 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn  on 
the  ^(h  of  May,  1715,  in  the 
thirty-ninth  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  Parkhurst  seems  to  have 
owed  his  destruction  to  his  associa- 
tion with  men  of  libertine  princi- 
ples— men  who  derided  religion, 
and  scoffed  at  holy  things.  We 
may  safely  conclude  that  there  is 
not  such  a  being  in  the  world  as 
an  atheist  who  can  be  happy. 
The  man  who  denies  the  existence 
of  that  Grod  in  whom  he  lires, 
moves,  and  has  his  being,  must  be 
extremely  wretched  in  this  worid, 
while  he  is  preparing  for  an  eternity 
of  wretchedness  in  the  next 

On  the  contrary,  the  man  who 
has  a  &rm  fa&th  liy  the  important 
and  ai\-che«i^f^^o€li\tics  fACVm- 
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llinilj  »i))  go  through  the  Tarlous 
■CMMOfthiilifeitUhaierenecain- 
pofuK  of  mind  ;  be  will,  ii  tir  ai 
lia  within  his  power,  diicharge  his 
datjr  (o  God  end  mui,  and  moot  iho 
momeot  of  hi*  di^tuiution  in  the 
failcit  coitGdmcc  that  bis  Knal  aaU 
ntion  will  be  perfi*cled  through 
the  merits  of  ihit  SaTiour  in  whom 
he  has  trusted. 

Ariertheuipulsionof  Adam  frum 
Paradise,  Cain  alands  the  firet  noto- 
rioai  eiamplc  uii  rurord  of  the  lin 
ofmarder  ;  a  crime  of  ao  enormoai 


a  magniludr,  that  no  language  can 
be  found  in  which  to  express  iti  ni&. 
liKnitjr.  Tho  murderer  assumes  tu 
himself  th«  pririlcge  ofHeafcn,  and 
prciuroes  to  slop  the  bruaih  of  his 
fdlow-crealuroathiiown  pleasure, 
and  to  hurry  him  into  etfrnit)  '  with 
all  his  imperfeclioDS  on  his  head.' 

Li't  those  whom  the  lurbulencs 
of  thdr  puiiiins  may  tempt  oniy  to 
think  of  committing  mnrdcr  reflect 
that  thcreisa  jtist  God  who  judgeth 
the  earth,  and  that  all  our  motl  so- 
cret  actions  will  be  brought  to  light. 


it!  I 


Sfmrlimg,  a  Tamlitf,  ilitt  bf  Jshiuaa,  m  Iht  Old  Bailej. 


WILLIAM  JOHNSON  AND  JANG  liOUSDEN, 

BZBcmBD  roK  TUB  mltudcu  of  mb.  spuulimc. 

TiioDOHOUT  the  whole  annals  unrelenting  sinners,  was  a  nalire  of 
wMrCriaiuial  Chronology,  Ihnngb  Norlhamplonihire,  where  he  serrcd 
■tdeaialof  cnlprits  condemned  on  hi*  time  to  a  bntchcr,  and,  rcmosing 
A*  eleuest  eridence  of  their  guilt  to  London,  opened  a  shop  in  New- 
"  kf  far  toe  frequently  recorded,  part  Market ;  but,  business  not  soc- 
Woanot  adduce  an  instance  simi.  ceedlng  to  his  eipcclalion,  he  took 
^  to  ihe  following  d/ing  declara-  m  house  in  I'Ong  Acre,  and  c 
MM  of  iatkooence : 

wilBtm  Johnson, 
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on  which  he  sold  his  stock  in  trade, 
and  took  a  public  house  near  Christ 
Church,  in  Surrey.  Being  equally 
unsuccessful  as  a  victualler,  he  sailed 
to  Gibraltar,  where  he  was  appoint- 
ed a  mate  to  one  of  the  surgeons  of 
the  garrison  ;  in  short,  he  appears  to 
have  possessed  a  genius  suited  to  a 
Tariety  of  employments.  Haring 
sared  some  money  at  Gibraltar,  he 
came  back  to  his  nalire  country, 
where  he  soon  spent  it,  and  then 
had  recourse  to  the  highway  for  a 
supply.  Being  apprehended  in  con- 
sequence of  one  of  his  robberies,  he 
was  conTicCcd,  but  received  a  par- 
don.  Pre? ious  to  this  hu  had  been 
acquainted  with  one  Jane  Housden, 
the  other  hardened  wretch,  who 
had  been  fried  and  convicted  of 
coiningi  but  alio  obtained  a  pardon. 
It  was  not  long  after  this  pardon 
(which  was  procured  by  great  inte- 
rest) before  Housden  was  again  in 
custody  for  a  simiUr  offence.  On 
the  day  that  she  was  to  be  tried, 
and  just  as  she  w«  brought  down 
to  the  bar  of  the  Old  Bailey,  John- 
son called  to  see  her  ;  but  Mr. 
Spurling,  the  liead  turnkey,  telling 
him  that  he  could  not  speak  to  her 
till  her  trial  was  ended,  he  instantly 


drew  a  pistol,  and  shot  Spurting 
dead  on  the  spot,  in  the  presence  of 
the  court,  and  all  the  persons  at- 
tending to  hear  the  trials;  Mn. 
Housden  at  the  same  time  encou- 
raging him  in  the  perpetration  of 
this  singular  murder.  The  event 
had  no  sooner  happened  than  the 
judges,  thinking  it  unnecessary  to 
proceed  on  the  trial  of  the  woman 
for  coining,  ordered  both  the  par- 
ties to  be  tried  for  the  murder ;  and 
there  being  such  a  number  of  wit- 
nesses to  the  deed,  they  were  almost 
immediately  convicted,  and  received 
sentence  of  death.  From  this  time 
to  that  of  their  execution,  which 
took  place  September  19th,  1713, 
and  even  at  the  place  of  their  death, 
they  behaved  as  if  they  were  wholly 
insensible  of  the  enormity  of  the 
crime  which  they  had  committed  ; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  publicity 
of  their  offence,  to  which  there 
were  so  many  witnesses,  they  had 
the  confidence  to  deny  it  to  the 
last  moment  of  their  lifes :  nor  did 
they  show  any  signs  of  compunction 
for  their  former  sins.'— After  hang- 
ing the  usual  time,  Johnson  was 
hung  in  chains  near  Holloway,  be- 
tween Islington  and  Highgate. 


HENRY  PLUNKET, 

XXBCUTVO    FOR  THE  MURDBR  OF  THOMAS  BROWlf. 


Ih  the  case  of  this  gentleman 
we  have  a  shocking  instance  of  the 
danger  Into  which  our  passions  lead 
us.  Mr.  Plunkett  was  a  foreigner, 
born  at  Saar-Lewis,  in  the  duchy  of 
Lorraine,  and  was  the  son  of  an 
Irish  gentleman,  who  held  the  rank 
of  colonel  in  the  French  service, 
and  was  related  to  father  Piunkct, 
R  priest,  who  w^  called  the  Primate 
of  Ireland,  and  came  to  a  fatal  end 
la  the  year  1670.  Yoang  Plunket 
YyriniideR  lientenaot  when  be  was 
C*>^  Ih0 /^aars  of  age^  and  served 
*Wwr  4/#  fMiher  in  Flaaden^  Ger- 


many,  and  Italy.  He  was  remark- 
ably distinguished  for  his  courage, 
having  never  exhibited  the  least 
sign  of  fear  in  all  the  engagements 
in  which  he  was  concerned. 

Having  been  a  while  at  Ostend, 
ho  came  over  to  £ngland  with  a 
gentleman  named  Reynard,  having 
fled  from  that  place  on  account  of 
having  murdered  a  man. 

He  was  indicted  at  the  Old  Bai- 
ley for  the  murder  of  Thomas 
Brown,  by  cutting  his  throat  with  a 
razor,  on  the  SOth  of  August,  1714. 

It  ap^^red)  ir  the  coucee  of  the 
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ei idonce,  that  the  prisoner  lodged 
in  the  parish  of  St.  Anne,  Soho,  in 
the  same  house  with  the  deceased, 
who  being  a  peruke-maker  hj 
trade,  Plunkct  bespoke  a  wig  of 
hhn,  which  Brown  finished,  and 
ariLcd  seven  pounds  for  it,  but  at 
leagth  lowered  his  demand  to  six : 
Plmket  bid  him  four  pounds  for 
it ;  bat  was  so  enraged  at  what  he 
thoight  an  exorbitant  price,  that 
he  look  up  a  razor,  cut  his  throat, 
and  then  made  his  escape ;  but  was 
appieheuded  on  the  following  day. 

As  soon  as  the  horrid  deed  was 
perpetimted  Brown  came  down 
stabs  in  a  bloody  condition,  hold, 
lag  his  hands  to  hb  throat,  on 
which  a  surgeon  was  sent  for,  who 
dressed  his  wounds,  and  gare  him 
soBse  cordhds ;  by  which  he  was  so 
far  racoTered  as  to  be  able  to  de. 
scribe  the  prisoner,  who,  he  said, 
stood  behind  him,  pulled  back  hu 
head,  and  cut  bim  twice  on  the 
throat 

It  Wis  proved  that  a  sword  and  a 
pair  of  gloves  belonging  to  the  pri. 
soner  were  found  on  a  bed  in  the 


room  where  Brown  was  murdered : 
and  Plunket,  having  nothing  mate- 
rial to  urge  in  his  defence,  was 
found  guilty,  received  sentence  of 
death,  and  was  executed  at  Tyburo, 
on  the  2dd  of  September,  17 14. 

He  |>rofessed  to  die  a  Roman 
Catholic  ;  and  it  was  with  the  nt- 
moflt  diflliculty  he  was  brought  to 
confess  the  justice  of  the  sent<Hice 
in  consequence  of  which  he  sof- 
fered. 

This  was  one  of  the  most  on> 
provoketl  murders  of  which  we 
ever  remember  to  ha?e  read. 
Plunket  bespoke  a  wig  of  BrowO| 
and,  because  the  latter  asked  more 
for  it  than  the  other  supposed  it  to 
be  worth,  he  is  irritated  to  such  a 
degree  of  passion  as  to  cut  his 
throat!  The  sfiort  and  serions 
lesson  to  be  learnt  from  this  shock- 
ing narrative  is,  to  guard  carefully 
against  the  first  impulse  of  sudden 
passion  ;  and  to  remember  that, 
without  a  constant  guard  of  this 
kind  is  kept  on  ourselves,  the 
human  heart  is  ^  corrupt  above  all 
things,  and  desperately  wicked.' 


JOHN  BIGG, 

COMTICTKD  OF  ALTERING  A  BANK  NOTE. 


Off  the  «l  of  June,  1715,  John 
Bigg  was  iadktal  at  the  Old  Bai- 
ley,  on  two  indictments,  the  one 
foronsiBg,  and  the  other  for  alter- 
inff  •  bank  note  of  100/. 

On  the  trhd  it  appeared  that  the 
hill  in  question  was  drawn  in  favour 
of  James  White  or  bearer,  and  had 
haan  signed  by  Joseph  Odam,  for 
^  governor  and  company  of  the 
Bank  of  England:  that  this  biU 
^^  been  brought  to  the  bank, 
^^  vas  paid  and  endorsed  on  It : 
tet  It  was  afterwards  brought 
^ain,  when  25/.  was  paid  and  en- 
dorsed as  before ;  and  the  clerks 
Boduig  that  this  bill,  among  others, 
had  beao  overpaid,  were  surprised 


to  think  how  it  could  have  hap- 
pened, till  one  Mr.  Collins  informed 
them  that  the  prisoner  had  tempted 
him  to  be  concerned  with  him  In 
taking  out  the  letters  of  the  red  ink 
on  tho  notes,  by  means  of  a  certain 
liquid ;  and  had  even  shown  him  in 
what  manner  It  was  to  be  done. 

It  appeared  likewise  that  the  pri- 
soner had  discovered  this  secret  io 
Mars,  who  had  seen  him  make  the 
oxperiment,  had  received  money  for 
him  on  the  altered  notes,  and  was 
promised  a  third  part  of  tho  profit 
for  his  share  in  the  iniquity. 

Tho  prisoner  did  not  deny  the 
charge ;  but  hb  counsel  pleaded 
that  Mr.  Odam  was  not  a  servant 
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properlj  qualified  to  make  out 
such  bills,  unless  he  had  been  au- 
thorized under  the  seal  of  the  cor* 
poration.  They  likewise  insisted 
that  writing  with  red  ink  on  the  in. 
side  of  the  bill  could  not  be  deemed 
an  indorsement;  and  eten  if  it 
were  so  accounted,  the  fact  with 
which  the  prisoner  was  charged 
could  not  be  called  an  altering  or 
erasing. 

After  some  altercation  between 
the  king's  counsel  and  those  of  the 
prisoner,  the  opinion  of  the  court 
was  that  Mr.  Odam  was  a  person 
properly  qualifled  to  make  out  such 
bills  ;  but  a  doubt  arising  respect, 
ing  the  other  articles,  the  jury  gate 
a  special  verdict. 

The  judges  n\^eting  on  this  oc- 
casion atSergeants'.inn  Hall,  Fleet 
Street,  the  case  was  solemnly  ar- 
gued ;  after  which  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  reverend  sages  of 
the  law  was  given,  that  the  prisoner 
was  guilty,  within  the  meaning  of 
the  act  of  parliament;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  he  received  sen- 


tence of  death  in  December,  1715, 
but  afterwards  obtained  a  free  par- 
don. 

From  the  case  of  this  malefactor 
we  may  see  the  tenderness  with 
which  EngUfthmen  arc  treated  in 
matters  which  concern  their  lifes. 
In  cases  of  special  verdicts  prison- 
ers have  the  advantage  of  the  opi. 
nions  of  two  juries  :  the  first  not 
knowing  in  what  light  to  consider 
the  crime,  the  learned  bench  of 
judges  form  a  kind  of  second  jury, 
where,  all  partialitiy  being  set  aside, 
the  supposed  criminal  is  judged  ac- 
cording  to  the  strict  meaning  of  the 
law ;  and,  even  after  conviction, 
has  a  chance  of  obtaining  the  royal 
mercy,  as  happened  in  the  case  of 
the  offender  in  question. 

Hence,  then,  let  Englishmen 
learn  the  value  of  those  laws  by 
which  they  are  protected,  and  be 
devoutly  thankful  to  that  ProYi- 
dence  which  hath  cast  their  lot  in  a 
country,  the  wisdom  of  whose  legis- 
lature is  the  envy  and  admiration 
of  the  universe. 


HENRY  POWEL, 

HIGHWAYMAN. 


At  nine  years  of  age  Powel  was 
placed  at  Merchant  Tailors' school, 
whence  he  was  removed  to  the  care 
of  Dr.  Shorter,  under  whom  he  ob- 
tained a  tolerable  proficiency  in  the 
Latin  and  Greek  languages* 

Having  made  choice  of  the  pro- 
fession of  a  surgeon,  he  was  bound 
at  Surgeons'  Hall  to  a  gentleman 
equallyr  eminent  for  his  skill  and 
piety ;  but,  giving  early  proofs  of 
the  wildness  of  his  disposition,  his 
master  predicted  that  some  fatal 
consequence  would  ensne. 

PowePs  father  and  mother  dying 

soon  after  he  was  bound,  and  his 

■■iter  when   he   had   served   six 

Twrs  of  his  time,  be  was  wholly  at 

m  own  dhpaaal'^'-m  eifcomstance 


that  led  to  his  niin.  He  was  at 
this  time  only  eighteen  yeai»  of 
age,  and  hitherto  had  not  kept  any 
company  that  was  notoriously 
wicked.  Going  now  to  see  a  young 
woman  who  was  related  to  him^ 
she  fancied  a  ring  which  he  had  on 
his  finger,  and  wished  he  would  ex- 
change it  for  hers,  which  he  did ; 
but  it  appearing  to  be  of  less  value 
than  she  had  imagined,  she  was 
base  enough,  on  the  following 
morning,  to  have  him  seized  in  his 
bed,  as  a  person  proper  to  serve 
the  king  ;  and,  without  being  per- 
mitted to  send  for  any  friend,  he 
was  sent  into  Flanders  as  a  foot 
soldier. 

He  twice  deserted  from  the  rcgi- 
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meat  in  which  he  icrted  ;  but  the 
intercession  of  some  of  hi^  oflicers 
safcd  him  from  the  customary  pu* 
nishment  When  he  had  been  a 
soldier  about  three  years,  the  regi- 
ment wai  quartered  at  Nicuport^ 
between  Dunkirk  and  Ostcnd, 
whence  he  again  deserted,  in  com- 
pany with  foten  other  men,  who 
tratellcd  into  Holland,  where  they 
embarked  on  board  a  ship  bound 
to  £ngland,  and  being  landed  at 
Darlington,  in  Yorkshire,  Powel 
came  up  to  London.- 

Being  arrived  in  the  metropolis, 
be  found  that  he  had  not  one  ac. 
qoaintance  left  who  was  able  and 
willing  to  assist  him ;  so  that  he 
repented  hating  deserted  from  the 
army,  being  reduced  to  such  a  situa- 
tion that  he  saw  no  prospect  before 
bim  but  either  to  beg  or  steal. 
The  first  he  despiicd  as  a  mean  oc- 
cnpation,  and  the  latter  he  dreaded 
ai  equally  destructive  to  his  soul 
and  body. 

Hereupon  he  applied  for  employ- 
mcntas  a  porter,  and  worked  at  the 
watrr-sidc,  till  a  fellow  induced  him 
to  be  concerned  in  stealing  some 
goods,  for  which  the  other  was 
banged. 

About  thb  time  Powel  married 
a  jouBg  woman  of  strict  virtue, 
who,  findmg  some  irregularity  in  his 
behafiour,  warned  him  to  avoid  all 
evil  Gounes,  as  they  must  infallibly 
end  in  bis  destruction. 

Oo  the  15th  of  October,  1715, 
be  went  as  far  as  South  Mims,  iu 


Ifertfordithire,  where  he  stopped 
Sarah  Maddocks  on  the  highway, 
and  rotfbcd  her  of  two  shillings  and 
sixpence ;  for  which  offence  he  was 
apprehended,  and,  being  tried  at  the 
Old  Bailey  in  the  follow  ing  month, 
he  was  convicted,  received  sentence 
of  deatii,  and  was  executed  at  Ty. 
burn  on  the  23d  of  Decemlier, 
1715. 

Just  bsfore  his  going  to  tho 
place  of  execution,  he  delivered  a 
paper  to  the  Ordinary  of  Newgate, 
in  which  were  the  following  pas- 
sages:  ^  I  account  this  ignominious 
death  as  a  just  judgment  for  my 
sins  against  the  Divine  Majesty  and 
my  neighbour  ;  and  therefore  pa- 
tiently resign  myself  to  his  blested 
will,  und  hope,  with  true  repent^ 
ance,  and  a  steadfast  faith  in  Christ 
Jesus,  he  will  seal  my  pardon  in 
heaven,  before  I  go  hence,  and  be 
no  more  seen  ;  and  I  bless  God  I 
have  had  more  consolation  under 
my  condemnation  than  ever  I  had 
these  many  years ;  and  1  hope  that 
those  who  survive  mc  will  take 
warning  by  my  fatal  end. 

^  1  have  this  comfort,  that  no 
man  can  accuse  me  of  enticing  him 
to  the  commission  of  such  facts ; 
especially  one  person,  who  has  ac- 
cused me  of  it  since  my  condemna- 
tion ;  but,  for  tho  value  I  have  for 
him,  ril  omit  his  name,  and  desire 
him  to  take  warning  by  me ;  being 
resolved  within  myself,  that,  if  God 
had  prolonged  my  days,  i  would 
relinquish  alihuch  courses.' 


THE  EARL  OF  DEllWENT WATER,  LORD  KENMURE,  TflE 
EARL  OF  WINTON,  AND  OTHERS, 


EXECUTED    FOR  TREASON. 


We  are  now  arfived  at  a  very  me- 
norable  period  of  the  history  of  Eng- 
land. Neither  the  abdication  of  the 
throne  by  Ring  James  IL  nor  his  de- 
ficit by  RingWilHam  IIL  at  the  bat. 
tie  of  the  Boyne,  in  Ireland,  were 


admitted  by  the  adherents  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Stuart  to  bar  their  right  to  the 
crown.  On  the  accession  of  George 
I.  this  question  was  in  secret  agi- 
tated with  much  warmth ;  when  the 
Earl  of  Mar,  a  Scotch  nobleman  of 
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great  popnlaritj,  and  secretly  a 
friend  to  the  royal  stock  of  his  own 
country,  determined  upon  the  at. 
tempt  to  dethrone  the  king,  and  to 
overthrow  the  constitution.  This 
Doblemao  was  farther  stimulated  to 
attempt  this  dangerous  measure, 
from  being,  on  the  accession  of  the 
king,  deprived  of  some  offices  which 
he  held  under  the  Tory  ministry  of 
Queen  Anne ;  although,  had  he 
been  permitted  to  retain  them  after 
the  change  of  measures  which  then 
took  place,  this  rebellion  might 
not  have  broken  out.  When  the 
carl  found  he  was  deprived  of  all 
share  in  the  new  goyerumcnt,  he, 
in  revenge,  retired  to  Scotland, 
where  he  immediately  began  to  tam- 
per with  such  lords  as  possessed  in- 
ilnencc  among  the  people,  and- 
found  they  wanted  only  a  leader  to 
set  up  the  standard  of  the  grandson 
of  King  James,  who,  by  the  Scotch, 
was  hailed  as  the  heir  to  the  English 
throne,  but  by  the  government  de- 
nominated the  Pretender. 

An  invitation  was  now  sent  to 
the  Pretender,  who  had  taken  re- 
fuge in  France,  to  come  to  Scot- 
land, while  the  friends  to  his  cause 
were  seducing  and  enlisting  men  for 
his  serfice.  This  was  done  with 
all  possible  secrecy,  yet  their  pro- 
ceedings were  soon  known  by  the 
ministry,  as  on  the  20th  of  July, 
1715,  when  the  king  had  not  then 
reigned  a  year,  he  wint  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  where,  having  sent 
for  the  Commons,  he  told  them, 
from  the  throne,  that  a  plan  was  on 
foot  to  invade  the  country  by  the 
Pretender;  and  that  he  suspected' 
there  were  too  many  abettors  of  re. 
bcllion  in  this  country. 

He  required  that  until  the  rebel- 

Hon  should  be  quelled  the  act  of 

^beaa  corpus  should  besuspended, 

"^d  preparations  should,   to  that 

''"  immediately  made. 

were  hsaed  for  the  cm- 


bodying  of  the  militia,  the  guards 
were  encamped  in  Hyde  Park,  and 
several  men  of  war  ordered  to 
guard  the  coasts,  and  intercept 
the  army  of  the  Pretender  on  his 
voyage  from  France  to  Scotland. 
Many  persons  were  apprehended 
on  suspicion  of  secretly  aiding  the 
rebels,  and  committed  to  prison. 

Meanwhile  the  Earl  of  Mar  was 
in  open  rebellion  at  the  head  of  an 
army  of  3000  men,  which  was  ra- 
pidly increasing,  marching  from 
town  to  town  in  Scotland,  pro- 
Claiming  the  Pretender  as  King  of 
England  and  Scotland,  by  the  title 
of  James  II L  An  attempt  was 
made  by  stratagem  to  surprise  the 
castle  of  Edinburgh.  1*0  this  end 
some  of  the  king's  soldiers  were 
base  enough  to  receive  a  bribe  to 
admit  those  of  the  Earl  of  Mar, 
who  were,  by  means  of  ladders  of 
rope,  to  scale  the  walls,  and  sur. 
prise  the  guard;  but  the  Lord  Jus- 
tice Clerk,  having  some soipldon  of 
the  treachery,  seized  the  guilty, 
some  of  whom  were  executed. 

The  rebels  were  greatly  chagrined 
at  the  failure  of  their  attempt 
upon  Edinburgh  castle;  and  the 
French  king,  Louis  XiV.  from 
whom  they  hoped  for  a^isistancc, 
dying  about  this  time,  the  leaders 
became  disheartened,  and  contem* 
plated  the  abandonment  of  their 
project,  until  their  king  could  ap- 
pear in  person  among  them. 

Discontent,  however,  showed  it. 
self  in  another  quarter.  In  North- 
umberland the  spirit  of  rebellion 
was  fermented  by  Thomas  Forster, 
then  one  of  the  members  of  parlia- 
ment for  that  county;  and,  being 
joined  by  several  noblemen  and 
gentlemen,  they  attempted  to  seize 
the  large  and  commercial  town  of 
Newcastle,  but  were  driven  back 
br  the  friends  of  the  government* 
Forster  set  up  the  standard  of  the 
Pretender,  and  ptodmaed  liVm  the 
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lawful  Ring  of  Britein  where? cr  he 
wenf.  He  next  joined  a  bodj  of 
Scotch  troops  in  rebel!  ion ,  and 
marebed  with  them  as  far  ai  Pres- 
ton, in  Lancashire,  before  his  ca- 
rcer  could  be  stopped  by  the  king's 
annj. 

At  this  town  generals  Carpenter 
and  Wills  attacked  the  rebels,  who 
defended  themseUes  a  while  by 
firing  upon  the  royal  army  from 
windows,  and  from  the  tops  of 
houei ;  bat  the  latter  proved  victo- 
rions,  though  not  without  the  loss 
of  ISO  men.  They  made  prisoners 
aboat  1500,  among  whom  were  the 
Esrl  of  Derwentwatcr  and  the  Lord 
Widdrington,  English  peers ;  and 
(he  Earl  of  Nilhisdale,  the  Earl  of 
Wiaton,  the  Earl  of  Camwarth, 
Viscount  Kenmure,  and  the  Lord 
Nalrri,  Scotch  peers. 

These  noblemen,  wi<h  abont  SCO 
more  rebels,  were  conreycd  to  Lon- 
don; tie  remainder,  taken  at  the 
battle  of  Preston,  were  sent  to  Li- 
verpool and  its  adjacent  towns*  At 
Highgate,  the  party  intended  for 
trial  in  fx>ndon  were  met  by  a 
strong  detachment  of  foot-guards, 
who  tfed  them  back  to  back,  and 
piseed  two  on  each  horse ;  and  in 
this  ignoniiniotts  manner  were  they 
held  to  the  derision  of  the  popu- 
lace, Until  the  lords  were  conveyed 
to  the  Tower,  and  the  others  io 
Newgate  and  other  prisons. 

On  the  day  after  the  victory  of 
the  English,  the  Earl  of  Mar,  with 
hb  followers,  attempted  to  cross  the 
Forth,  with  a  view  of  joining  the 
rebels  collected  together  in  Eng. 
lud ;  but  a  sqnadron  of  the  Bri- 
tiih  fleet  having  anchored  oflF  Edin- 
burgh, they  abandoned  that  design. 

Sir  John  M^Kenzie,  on  the  part 


of  the  Pretender,  fortified  the  town 
of  Inverness  ;  bnt  J^rd  Lovat* 
armed  his  tenants,  and  drove  htm 
from  his  fortification $<.  This  was  a 
service  of  mnch  imporl  to  the  royal 
cause,  as  the  possession  of  Inver- 
ness opened  a  communication  be- 
tween the  high  and  the  low  lands  of 
Scotland.  The  Earl  of  Scathforth 
and  the  Marquis  of  Huntley  appear- 
ed in  favour  of  the  Pretender;  but 
on  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  threaten, 
ing  to  fall  upon  them,  at  the  head  of 
his  tenants,  they  laid  down  their 
arms.  Thus  we  find  that  the  inte- 
rest of  Scotland  was  divided  in  the 
question  of  the  right  to  the  Britbh 
throne.  In  England  there  was  a 
vast  majority  in  favour  of  the  hoase 
of  Hanover. 

The  Pretender,  evading  tho  Bri- 
tish ships  sent  to  watch  his  motions, 
landed  from  a  small  French  vcbseli 
with  only  six  followers.  This  hap- 
pened  on  the  23d  of  I>ccember, 
while  the  royal  army,  under  the 
Duke  of  Argyle,  were  in  winter 
quarters  at  Stirling,  and  that  of  the 
rebels  at  Perth.  On  the  9th  of 
January,  1710,  having  collected  a 
few  hundred  half-armed  Highland* 
ers,  the  Pretender  made  a  public 
entry  into  the  palace  of  Scone,  the 
place  of  coronation  of  the  kings  of 
Scotland  while  that  country  was  a 
separate  monarehy,  assumed  the 
functions  of  a  king,  and  issued  a 
proclamation  for  his  coronatioB^ 
and  another  for  the  convocation  of 
the  states* 

These  daring  proceedings  deter- 
mined the  Duke  of  Argyle,  who 
had  been  joined  by  General  Cado* 
gan,  at  the  head  of  6000  Dutch 
troops,  notwithstanding  the  incle- 
mency of  the  reason,  to  march  in 


.  *  This  Scotch  Bobleman,  at  this  time  active  in  the  cause  of  Kin;  George,  by  a  struige 
nfataation,  during  a  subiequent  rebellion,  on  the  very  same  cause,  took  the  other  aide, 
and  fought  for  the  Pretender,  was  taken,  condemned*  and  beheaded  on  Tower-hill  I  A 
panicQiar  account  of  that  rebellion  wc  shall  also  give,  with  the  trials  and  exeeutitm  of  th« 
fekc's. 
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pantiit  of  the  rebels.  He  proceed- 
ed  to  their  head-quarters  at  Perth, 
but  they  fled  on  his  approach.  It 
appeared  that  the  Pretender  was 
tncou raged  by  France  to  rebel, 
hoping  thereby  to  throw  the  nation 
into  confusion,  of  which  that  de- 
ceitful gOTernmeot  would  hafo 
taken  the  atlvantagc.  To  meet  the 
expected  succours,  the  Pretender 
and  his  adherents  went  to  Dundee, 
and  thence  to  Montrose,  where, 
soon  rendered  hopeless  by  no  news 
arrifing  of  the  approach  of  the  fo- 
reigners, they  began  to  disperse. 
The  king's  troops  pursued  and  put 
scf  eral  to  death ;  but  the  Pretender, 
accompanied  by  the  Earl  of  JVIar, 
and  some  of  the  leaders  of  the  re- 
bellion, had  the  good  fortune  to 
get  on  board  a  ship  lying  before 
Montrose,  and,  in  a  dark  night, 
put  to-sea,  escaped  (he  English  fleet, 
and  landed  in  France. 

It  is  now  time  to  rehirn  to  the 
captive  lords,  and  the  other  prison- 
ers, taken  at  the  battle  of  Preston. 
The  House  of  Commons  unani- 
mouily  agreed  to  impeach  the  lords, 
and  expel  Forster  from  his  seat  as 
one  of  their  members ;  while  the 
courts  of  common  law  proceeded 
with  the  trials  of  those  of  less  note. 
The  articles  of  impeachment  being 
sent  by  (he  Commons,  the  Lords  sat 
In  judgment.  Earl  Cowper,  the 
Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England, 
being  constituted  Lord  High  Stew, 
ard. 

The  unfortunate  noblemen,  ex. 
cept  the  Earl  of  Wintou,  pleaded 
guilty  to  the  indictment,  but  offer* 
eid  picas  of  extenuation  for  their 
guilt,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  mercy. 
In  that  of  the  Earl  of  Derwent- 
water,  be  suggested  that  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  impeaching  him,  were  illegal. 

Proclamation    was  immediately 

imde  for  silence,  and  the  Lord  High 

fiiewMid proceeded  iopMss  the  sen- 


tence of  the  law,  on  those  who  bad 
pleaded  guilty,  in  the  folloniog 
word 4 :. 

^  James  Earl  of  Derwentwater, 
WillUm  Lord  Widdrington,  f  Wil. 
liam  Earl  of  Nithudale,  Robert 
Earl  of  Carnwarth,  William  Vis- 
count Kenmure,  William  Ijord 
Nairn : 

^  You  stand  impeached  by  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  par- 
liament assembled,  of  high  trea- 
son, in  traitorously  imagining  and 
compassing  the  death  of  his  most 
sacred  majesty,  and  in  conspiring 
for  that  end  to  levy  a  bloody  and 
destructive  war  against  his  majesty, 
in  order  to  depose  and  murder  him; 
and  in  levying  war  accordingly, 
and  proclaiming  a  pretender  to  bis 
crown  to  be  king  of  these  realms. 

^  Which  impeachmeut,  though 
one  of  your  lordships,  in  the  intro- 
duction to  his  plea,  supposes  to  be 
out  of  the  ordinary  and  common 
course  of  the  law  and  justice,  is 
yet  as  much  a  course  of  proceeding 
according  to  the  common  law  as 
any  other  whatsoever. 

^  If  you  had  been  indicted,  the 
indictment  must  have  been  rcmof  ed, 
and  brought  before  the  House  of 
Lords  (the  parliament  sitting),  in 
that  case  you  had  ('tis  true)  beeu 
accused  only  by  the  grand  jury  of 
one  county  ;  in  the  present,  the 
whole  body  of  the  commons  of 
Great  Britain,  by  their  representa- 
tives, arc  your  accusers. 

^  And  this  circumstance  is  very 
observable  (to  exclude  all  possible 
supposition  of  hardship  as  to  the 
method  of  proceeding  against  you), 
that,  however  all  great  assemblies 
are  apt  to  differ  on  other  points, 
you  were  impeached  by  the  unani-  • 
mous  opinion  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, not  one  contradicting. 

^  They  found  themselves,  it 
seems,  so  mach  concerned  in  the 
preaervaliOQ  of  his  most  truly  s^« 
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nred  majeiCy,  tod  (he  Protestant 
tnccession  (the  wery  life  and  soul  of 
these  kingdoini)|  that  they  could 
not  omit  the  first  opportunity  of 
taking  their  proper  part^  in  order 
to  so  signal  and  necessary  an  act  of 
Jus  mycstf's  justice.- 

*  And  thus  the  whole  body  politic 
of  thii  free  kingdom  has  in  a  man. 
ner  rose  up  in  its  own  defence,  for 
the  paaishnent  of  those  crimes, 
wki^  it  was  rightly  apprehended, 
had  a  direct  tendency  to.  the  eTer. 
lasting  dissolution  of  it 

'  To  this  impeachment  you  have 
seierally  pleaded  and  acknowledged 
yoarsclTcs  guilty  of  the  high  treason 
therein  contained. 

^^Toor  pleas  are  accompanied 
with  some  variety  of  matter  to 
Bitigate  your  offences,  and  to  ob- 
tun  awrcy. 

^  ^  Put  of  which,  as  some  of  the 
orcamstances  said  to  have  attended 
yoar  inrrender  (seeming  to  bu  of. 
IcRd  rather  as  arguments  only  for 
■Krcy,  than  any  thing  in  mitigation 
ofyoar  preceding  guilt),  is  not  pro- 
per  for  me  to  tokc  notice  of. 

^  Bat  as  to  the  other  part,  which 
u  meant  to  extenuate  the  crimes  of 
which  you  are  convicted,  it  is  fit  I 
■hoaid  take  this  occasion  (o  make 
MMne  observations  to  your  lord. 
»Ups  opon  it,  to  the  end  that  the 
judgment  to  be  given  against  you 
may  clearly  appear  to  be  just  and 
righteofls.  u  well  as  legal ;  and  that 
yoo  may  not  remain  under  any  fatal 
error  in  respect  of  a  greater  judi. 
«*«w,  by  reflecting  with  less  horror 
ud  remorse  on  tho  guilt  you  have 
CMtracted  than  it  really  deserves. 

*  It  is  alleged,  by  some  of  your 
l<^f^ipi,  that  you  engaged  in  this 
rebellion  without  previous  concert 
or  deliberation,  and  without  suit. 
^  preparations  of  men,  horses, 
Mdarnu. 

*  If  this  should  be  supposed  true, 
oa  some  of  your  lordships  averring 


it,  I  desire  yon  to  consider  that  if  it 
exempts  you  from  the  circumstance 
of  contriving  this  treason »  so  it  very 
much  aggravates  your  guilt  in  that 
part  you  have  undoubtedly  borne 
in  tho  execution  of  it. 

^  For  it  shows  that  your  indi. 
nations  to  rebel  were  so  well  known 
(which  could  only  be  from  a  con. 
tinned  scries  of  your  words  and 
actions),  that  the  contrivers  of  that 
horrid  design  depended  upon  yon, 
and  therein  judged  rightly  that 
your  zeal  to  engage  in  this  treason 
was  so  strong,  as  to  carry  you  into 
it  on  tho  least  warning,  and  the 
Tcry  first  invitation;  that  you  woold 
not  excuse  yourselves  by  want  of 
preparation,  as  you  might  have 
done ;  and  that,  rather  than  not 
have  a  share  in  the  rebellion, 
you  would  phingo  yourselves  into 
it,  almost  naked  and  unprovided 
for  such  an  enterprise ;  in  short, 
that  your  men,  horses,  and  arms, 
were  not  so  well  prepared  as  they 
might,  and  would  have  been,  on 
longer  warning  ;  but  your  minds 
were, 

^  It  is  alleged  also,  asi^an  ex- 
tenuation of  yonr  crimes,  that  no 
cruel  or  harsh  action  (1  suppose  is 
meant  no  rapino  or  plunder,  or 
worse)  has  been  committed  by  you. 

^  This  may,  in  part  only,  be 
true  :  but  then  your  lordships  will 
at  tho  same  time  consider  that  the 
laying  waste  a  tract  of  land  bears 
but  a  little  proportion,  in  point  of 
guilt,  compared  with  that  crimo  of 
which  you  stand  convicted — an 
opon  attempt  to  destroy  the  best 
of  kings,  to  ruin  the  whole  fabric 
and  raze  the  very  foundations  of  a 
government  tho  best  suited  of  any 
in  the  world  to  perfect  the  happi. 
ness  and  support  the  dignity  of 
human  nature.  The  former  offence 
causes  bat  a  mischief  that  is  soon 
recovered,  and  is  usually  pretty 
much  confined;  tho  latter,  had  it 
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succeeded,  must  hare  brought  a 
lasting  and  uniyersal  destruction  on 
the  whole  kingdom. 

<  Besides,  much  of  this  was  owing 
to  accident ;  jour  march  was  so 
hasty,  partly  to  avoid  the  king's 
troops,  and  partly  from  a  rain  hope 
to  stir  up  insurrections  in  all  the 
counties  you  passed  through,  that 
you  had  not  time  to  spread  dcTas- 
tation,  without  do? iatlng  from  your 
main,  and,  as  I  have  observed,  much 
worse,  design. 

'  Farther :  'Tis  very  surprising 
that  any  concerned  in  this  rebellion 
should  lay  their  engaging  in  it  on 
the  government's  doing  a  necessary 
and  usual  act  in  like  cases  for  its 
preservation— the  giving  orders  to 
confine  such  as  were  most  likely  to 
join  in  that  treason  :  'tis  hard  to 
believe  that  any  one  should  rebel, 
merely  to  avoid  being  restrained 
from  rebelling;  or  that  a  gentle 
confinement  would  not  Innch  better 
have  suited  a  crazy  state  of  health 
than  the  fatigues  and  inconveniences 
of  such  long  and  hasty  marches  in 
the  depth  of  winter. 

^  Yodt  lordship's  rising  in  arms, 
therefore,  has  much  more  justified 
the  pmdenoo  and  fitness  of  those 
orders,  than  those  orders  will  in 
any  wise  serve  to  mitigate  your 
treason.  Alas  I  happy  had  it  been 
for  all  your  lordships  had  you 
fallen  underso  indulgent  a  restraint! 

'  When  your  lordships  shall,  in 
good  earnest,  apply  yourselves  to 
think  impartially  on  your  case, 
surely  you  will  not  yourselves  be- 
lieve  that  it  is  possible,  in  the  nature 
of  the  thing,  to  be  engaged,  and 
continue  so  long  engaged,  in  such 
a  difficult  and  laborious  enterprise, 
through  rashness,  surprise,  or  inad. 
vertency  ;  or  that,  had  the  attack  at 
Preston  been  less  sudden  (and  con. 
scquently  the  rebels  better  prepared 
/o  receive  it),  your  Jordfhtps  had 
been  reduced  ibe  sooner,  and  with 


less,  if  not  without  any,  blood. 
shed. 

^  No,  my  lords,  these,  and  saeh 
like,  are  artful  colourings,  piH>. 
eeeding  from  minds  filled  with  ei* 
pectation  of  continuing  in  this 
world,  and  not  from  such  as  are 
preparing  for  their  defence  before 
a  tribunal',  where  the  thoughts  of 
the  heart,  and  the  true  springs  and 
causes  of  action,  must  be  hid  open. 

^  And  now,  my  lords,  having 
thus  removed  some  false  colours 
you  have  used ;  to  assist  you  yet 
farther  in  that  necessary  work  of 
thinking  on  your  great  offence  as 
you  ought,  I  proceed  to  touch  apoa 
several  circumstances  that  seem 
greatly  to  aggravate  your  crime,  and 
which  will  deserve  your  most  serious 
consideration. 

^  The  diTtne  virtues  ('tis  one  of 
your  lordships'  own  epithets) 
which  all  the  world,  as  well  as 
your  lordships,  acknowledge  to  be 
in  his  majesty,  and  which' you  now 
lay  claim  io^  ought  certainly  to 
have  withheld  your  hands  from  en^ 
deavouring  to  depose,  to  destroy, 
to  murder,  that  moat  eicellent 
prince  ;  so  the  impeachment  Speaks^ 
and  so  the  law  construes  your  ae*- 
tions  :  and  this  is  not  only  trie  in 
the  notion  of  law,  but  almost  al- 
ways so  in  deed  and  reason.  'Tis 
a  trite,  but  a  very  true  remark, 
that  there  are  but  few  hours  be- 
tween kings  being  reduced  under 
ttie  power  of  pretenders  to  their 
crown  and  their  graves.  Had  yoa 
succeeded,  his  majesty's  case  would, 
I  fear,  have  hardly  been  an  ezoep- 
tion  to  that  general  rule,  since  'lis 
highly  improbable  that  flight  should 
have  saved  any  of  that  illustrious 
and  valiant  family. 

<  'Tis  a  further  aggravation  of 
your  crime  that  his  majesty,  whom 
your  lordships  would  have  <le- 
throned,  aiiectednot  the  crown  by 
fbree,  or  by  Chftaite  ol  anbitta^ 


Hi 


biml. 

Ik  a. 
I  tip 
B  n 

XHR 

\»m 
9pa. 
irifli 
\m 

rktf 

■^ 

lert 

ctii 
ok 

» 

it 

^ 
ir 
»i 
I, 
► 

d 
•f 


KNAPP&  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 


01 


bnlsacceeded  peaceably  and  legally 
to  it ;  and,  on  the  decease  of  her  late 
nijotj  withont  issue,  became  un- 
dooMedly  the  next  in  course  of 
dooeot  capable  of  succeeding  to 
(Ik  crovo,  by  the  law  and  con- 
ilitation  of  this  kingdom,  as  it 
itood  declared  some  years  before 
tiw  crown  was  expressly  limited  to 
the  bosse  of  HauoTer.  This  right 
was  icknowledged,  and  the  descent 
of  tke  crown  limited  or  confirmed 
tcoonliogly,  by  the  whole  legis. 
htorein  two  snccessire  reigns,  and 
Bore  tlian  once  in  the  latter  ;  which 
Jonr  lordships*  accomplices  are 
Terj  far  from  allowing  would  bias 
tkc  nation  to  that  side. 

'How  could  it  then  enter  into 
tke  heart  of  man   to  think  that 
prirate  persons  might  with  a  good 
consdcnce  endeavour    to    subvert 
socfa  a  settlement,  by  running   to 
tomaltQary  arms,  and  by  intoxicat- 
hig  the  dregs  of  the  people  with 
contradictory  opinions  and  ground- 
less slanders ;  or  that  God*s  pro- 
vidence would  ever  prosper  such 
wicked,  such  ruinous  attempts  ;  es- 
pecially if,  in  the  next  place,  it  be 
considered,  that  the  most  fertile  in. 
▼CDtions,  on  the  side  of  the  rebel, 
lion,  have  not  been  able  to  assign  the 
least  shadow  of  a  grievance  as  the 
cause  of  it?  To  such  poor  shifts  have 
they  been  reduced  on   this  head, 
that,  for  want  of  better  colours,  it 
has    been  objected,    in  a  solemn 
manner,  by  year  lordships'  associ. 
ates,  to  his  majesty's  government, 
that  his  people  do  not  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  peace,  as  our  neighbours 
have  done  since  the  last  war  :  thus 
tbcy  first  rob  us  of  our  peace,  and 
then  upbraid  us  that  we  have  it  not. 
It  is  a  monstrous  rebellion,   that 
can  find  no  fault  with  the  govern, 
ncnt  it  invades  .but  what    is   the 
effect  of  the  rebellion  itself ! 

^  Your  lordships  will  likewise  do 
well  to  consider  what  an  additional 


burden  your  treason  has  made  it 
necessary  to  impose  on  the  people 
of  this  kingdom,  who  wanted,  and 
were  about  to  enjoy,  some  respite : 
to  this  end,  'tis  well  known  that 
all  new,  or  increase  of  taxes,  were 
the  last  year  carefully  avoided,  and 
his  majesty  was  contented  to  have 
no  more  forces  than  were  just  suf- 
ficient to  attend  his  person,  and 
shut  the  gates  of  a  few  garrisons. 

^  But  what  his  majesty  thus  did, 
for  the  ease  and  quiet  of  his  peo- 
ple, you  most  ungratefully  turned 
to  his  disadvantage,  by  taking  en- 
couragement from  thence  tu  en. 
danger  his  and  his  kingdom's  safety, 
and  to  bring  oppression  on  your 
fellow-subjects. 

*  Your  lordships  observe  I  avoid 
expatiating  on  the  miseries  of  a 
civil  war — a  very  large  and  copious 
subject ;  I  shall  but  barely  suggest 
to  you,  on  that  head,  that  whatever 
those  calamities  may  happen  to  be, 
in  the  present  case,  all  who  are,  at 
any  time,  or  in  any  place,  partakers 
in  the  rebellion  (especially  persons 
of  figure  and  distinction),  are  in 
some  degree  responsible  for  them  : 
and  therefore  your  lordships  must 
not  hold  yourselves  quite  clear  from 
the  guilt  of  those  barbarities  which 
have  been  lately  committed  by  such 
as  are  engaged  in  the  same  treason 
with  you,  and  not  yet  perfectly  re- 
duced, in  burning  the  habitations 
of  their  countrymen,  and  thereby 
exposing  many  thousands  to  cold 
and  hunger  in  this  rigorous  season. 

'  I  must  be  so  just,  to  such  of 
your  lordships  as  profess  the  religion 
of  the  church  of  Rome,  as  to  admit 
that  you  had  one  temptation,and  that 
a  great  one,  to  engage  you  in  this 
treason,  which  the  others^had  not : 
in  that,  it  was  evident,  success  on 
your  part  must  for  ever  have  esta- 
blished Popery  in  this  kingdom, 
and  that  probably  you  could  never 
have  again  so  fair  an  opportunity. 
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'  But  then,  good  God !  how  must 
those  Protestants  be  covered  with 
confusion  who  entered  into  the 
same  measures,  without  so  much 
as  capitulating  for  their  religion 
(that  e?er  I  could  find,  from  any 
examination  I  hafe  seen  or  heard), 
or  so  much  as  requiring,  much  less 
obtaining,  a  frail  promise  that  it 
should  be  preserred,  or  even  tole- 
rated! 

^  It  is  my  duty  to  exhort  your 
lordships  thus  to  think  of  the  ag« 
gravations,  as  well  as  the  mitiga. 
tions  (if  there  be  any),  of  your  of- 
fences :  and  if  I  could  have  the  least 
hopes  that  the  prejudices  of  habit 
and  education  would  not  be  too 
strong  for  the  most  earnest  and 
charitable  entreaties,  I  would  beg 
you  not  to  rely  any  longer  on  those 
directors  of  your  consciences  by 
whose  conduct  you  have,  very  pro- 
bably, been  led  into  this  miserable 
condition ;  but  that  your  lordships 
would  be  assisted  by  some  of  those 
pious  and  learned  divines  of  the 
church  of  England,  who  have  con- 
stantly borne  that  infallible  mark  of 
sincere  Christians,  universal  cha. 
rity. 

*  And  now,  my  lords,  nothing 
remains  but  that  I  pronounce  upon 
you  (and  sorry  I  am  that  it  falls  to 
my  lot  to  do  it)  that  terrible  sen- 
tence of  the  law,  which  must  be 
the  same  that  is  usually  given  against 
the  meahiest  offender  in  the  like 
kind. 

^  The  most  ignominious  and  pain- 
ful parts  of  it  are  usually  remitted, 
by  the  grace  of  the  crown,  to  per. 
sons  of  your  quality ;  but  the  law, 
in  this  case,  being  deaf  to  all  dis- 
tinctions of  persons,  requires  I 
should  pronounce,  and  accordingly 
it  b  adjudged  by  this  court, 

^  That  you,  James  Earl  of  Der- 

wentwater,    William    Lord   Wid- 

drington,  WUIiam  Earl  of  Nithis- 

^m/c,  Robert  Earl  of  Carawarth, 


William  Viscount  Kcnmure,  and 
William  Lord  Nairn,  and  every  of 
you,  return  to  the  prison  of  the 
Tower,  from  whence  you  came; 
from  thence  you  must  be  drawn  to 
the  place  of  execution ;  when  you 
come  there,  you  must  be  hanged  by 
the  neck,  but  not  till  you  be  dead; 
for  you  must  be  cut  down  alive; 
then  your  bowels  must  be  taken 
out,  and  burnt  before  yoor  faces ; 
then  your  heads  must  be  severed 
from  your  bodies,  and  your  bodies 
divided  each  into  four  quarters; 
and  these  must  be  at  the  king's 
disposal.  And  God  Almighty  be 
merciful  to  your  souls.' 

After  sentence  thus  passed,  the 
lords  were  remanded  back  to  the 
Tower,  and  on  the  18th  of  Febru- 
ary orders  were  sent  to  the  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Tower  andshcrifis  for 
their  execution  ;  and  great  solicita- 
tions were  made  in  favour  of  them, 
which  not  only  reached  the  court, 
but  came  down  to  the  two  houses 
of  parliament,  and  petitions  were 
delivered    in    both,    which    being 
backed  by  some,    occasioned  de- 
bates :  that  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons arose  no  higher  than  to  occa- 
sion  a    motion   for   adjournment, 
thereby  to  prevent  any  further  in- 
terposition there;  but  the  matter 
in  the  House  of  Peers  was  carried 
on  with  more  success,  where  their 
petitions  were  delivered  and  spoke 
to,  and  it  was  carried  by  nine  or 
ten  voices  that  the  same  should  be 
received  and  read.    And  the  ques- 
tion was   put,    whether  the   King 
had  power  to  reprieve,  in  case  of 
impeachment  ?  which  being  carried 
in   the  affirmative,  a  motion  was 
made  to  address  his  majesty  to  de- 
sire him  to  graut  reprieve  to  the 
lords    under    sentence;    but    the 
movers  thereof  only  obtained  this 
clause,  viz.  ^  To  reprieve  such  of 
the  condemned  lords  u  deserved 
hia  mercy ;  and  that  the  time  of  the 
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rrspite  should  be  left  to  his  mt- 
jeity's  discretion.' 

To  which  address  his  majest  j  ro- 
plied, 

<  That  on  this,  and  other  occa* 
sions,  he  wonld  do  what  he  thought 
most  consistent  with  the  dignity  of 
his  crown,  and  the  safety  of  his 
people.* 

The  great  parties  thej  had  made, 
as  was  Slid,  by  the  means  of  money, 
and  alfo  the  rash  expressions  too 
common  in  the  mouths  of  many  of 
their  friends,  as  if  the  government 
did  not  dare  to  execute  them,  did 
not  a  little  contribute  to  the  hast- 
ening tlieir  execution  ;  for  on  the 
tanie  day  the  address  was  presented, 
tke  ^Sd  of  February,  it  was  resolv- 
ed ia  couacil,  that  the  Earl  of  Der. 
wentwater  and  the  Lord  Kenmure 
ihonhi  he  beheaded ;  and  the  fe^rl 
of   Nithisdale,    apprehending    he 
shoold  be  included  in  the  warrant, 
made  his  escape  the  evening  before, 
hi  a  woman's   riding-hood,    sup- 
posed to  have  been  convoyed   to 
kim  by  hb  mother  on  a  visit. 

In  the  morning  of  the  Mth  of 
Febrnary,  three  detachments  of 
the  lUe-guards  went  from  White- 
hall to  Tower.hill,  and,  having 
takn  their  stations  round  the  scaf- 
fold, the  two  lords  were  brought 
from  the  Tower  at  ten  o'clock,  and, 
being  reeeifed  by  the  sheriffs  at 
the  bar,  were  conducted  to  the 
transport^oe  on  Tower-hill ;  and, 
at  the  eapintlon  of  about  an  hour, 
the  Earl  of  Oerwentwater  sent  word 
^  be  was  ready ;  on  which  Sir 
John  Fryer,  one  of  the  sheriffs, 
walked  before  him  to  the  scaffold, 
aid,  when  there,  told  him  he  might 
bare  wbat  time  he  pleased  to  pre- 
pue  himself  for  death. 

Hb  lordship  desired  to  read  a 
Ptper  which  he  had  written,  the 
nbstaoce  of  which  was,  that  he  was 
■orry  for  having  pleaded  guilty; 
tbst  he  acknowledged  no  king  but 


James  the  Third,  for  whom  be  had 
an  Inviolable  affection  ;  and  that 
these  kingdoms  would  never  be 
happy  till  the  ancient  constitution 
was  restored,  and  ho  wbhed  his 
death  might  contribute  to  that  desir- 
able end.  His  lordship  professed  to 
die  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  in  the 
postcript  to  his  speech  said,  ^  if  that 
prince,  who  now  governs,  had  given 
me  life,  I  should  have  thought  my* 
self  obliged  never  more  to  have 
taken  up  arms  against  him.' 

Sir  John  Fryer  desiring  to  have 
the  paper,  he  said  he  had  sent  a  copy 
of  it  to  his  friends,  and  then  deliver* 
cd  it.  He  then  read  some  prayers 
ont  of  two  small  books,  and  kneel* 
ed  to  try  how  the  block  would  fit 
his  neck.  This  being  done,  he  had 
again  recourse  to  his  devotions,  and, 
having  told  the  executioner  that  he 
forgave  him,  and  likewise  forgave 
all  his  enemies,  he  directed  him  to 
strike  when  he  should  repeat  the 
words  ^  Sweet  Jesus'  the  third 
time. 

He  then  kneeled  down,  and  said, 
^  Sweet  Jesus,  receive  my  spirit  I 
Sweet  Jesus,  be  merciful  to  me ! 
Sweet  Jesus  !'— and  appeared  to  be 
proceeding  in  his  prayer,  when  his 
head  was  struck  off  at  one  blow ; 
and  the  executioner,  taking  it  up, 
exhibited  It  at  the  four  corners  of 
the  scaffold,  saying,  *  Behold  the 
head  of  a  traitor  :^God  save  King 
George.' 

The  body  was  now  wrapped  op 
in  black  baize,  and,  l>eing  carried  to 
a  coach,  was  delivered  to  the  friends 
of  the  deceased ;  and,  the  scaffold 
having  been  cleared,  fresh  baize  put 
on  the  block,  and  saw  dust  strewed, 
that  none  of  the  blood  might  ap- 
pear, Jx>rd  Kenmure  was  conduct- 
ed to  the  scaffold. 

Hit  lordship,  who  was  a  Pro- 
testant, was  attended  by  two  clergy, 
men ;  but  ho  declined  saying  much, 
telling  one  of  them  that  he  had  pro- 
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deatiid  reasons  for  not  deliTeriog 
his  sentiments;  which  were suppos. 
ed  to  arise  from  his  regard  to  Lord 
Carowarth,  who  was  his  brother* 
iiulawy  and  was  then  interceding 
for  the  royal  mercy ;  as  his  talking 
in  the  way  that  Lord  Der  went  water 
had  doae  might  be  supposed  to  in. 
jui;p  his  lordship  with  those  most 
likely  to  sen e  him. 

Lord  Keomu re  haTing*  finished  his 
devotions,  declared  that  he  forga? e 
the  executioner,  to  whom  he  made 
a  present  of  eight  guineas.  lie  was 
attended  by  a  suigeon,  who  drew 
his  finger  of  er  that  part  of  the  neck 
where  the  blow  was  to  be  struck ; 
and,  being  executed  as  Lord  Der. 
wentwater  had  been,  his  body  was 
delivered  to  the  care  of  an  under* 
tftker, 

George  Earl  of  Winton,  not  hav* 
ing  pleaded  guilty  with  the  other 
lords,  was  brought  to  his  trial  on 
the  15th  of  March,  when  the  prin* 
dpal  matter  urged  in  his  favour 
was  that  he  had  surrendered  at 
Preston,  in  consequence  of  a  pro. 
mise  from  General  Wills  to  grant 
liim  his  life :  in  answer  to  which  it 
was  sworn  that  no  promise  of 
mercy  was  made,  but  that  the  rebels 
surrendered  at  discretion* 

The  Earl  of  Winton  having  left 
his  house  with  fourteen  or  fifteen  of 
his  servants  well  mounted  and 
armed ;  his  joining  the  Earl  Gam- 
war  th  and  i^ord  Ken  mure ;  his  pro* 
cecdiog  with  the  rebels  through  the 
various  stages  of  their  march,  and 
his  surrendering  with  the  rest,  were 
circumstances  fully  proved:  not* 
withstanding  which  his  counsel 
moved  an  arrest  of  judgment  t  but 
the  plea  on  which  this  motion  was 
founded  being  thought  insufficient, 
his  peers  unanimously  found  him 
guilty;  and  then  the  Lord  ffigh 
Steward  pronounced  sentence  on 
1^1  after  having  addressed  him  in 
ihe  iMow'tng  fomble  termB  :— 


^  George  Earl  of  Winton,  I  hate 
acquainted  you  that  your  peeis 
have  found  you  guilty  ;  that  is,  in 
the  terms  of  the  law,  convjctedyoa 
of  the  high  treason  whcreef  yea 
stand  impeached  :  after  your  lard- 
ship  has  moved  an  arrest  of  jadg* 
ment,  and  their  lordships  have  db. 
allowed  that  motion,  their  next 
step  is  to  proceed  to  judgment 

^The  melancholy  part  I  am  to 
bear,  in  pronouncing  that  judgment 
upon  you,  since  it  is  his  Majesty's 
pleasure  to  appoint  me  to  that  of. 
fice,  I  dutifully  submit  to  it ;  iiv, 
very  far,  from  taking  any  satisfitt- 
tion  in  it. 

^  Till  conviction,  your  iordsUp 
has  been  spoke  to  without  the  least 
prejudice,  or  supposition  of  your 
guilt ;  but  now  it  most  be  taken  for 
granted,  that  your  lordship  is guil^ 
of  the  high  treason  whenof  you 
stand  impeached. 

^  My  Lord,  this  yonr  crime  is 
the  greatest  known  to  the  law  of 
this  kingdom,  or  of  any  other 
country  whatsc^ver,  and  it  is  of  the 
blackest  and  most  cidions  species  of 
that  crime— a  conspiracy  and  at- 
tempt, manifested  by  an  open  fu* 
bellion,  to  depose  and  murder  that 
sacred  person  who  sustains  and  b  the 
Majesty  of  the  whole;  and  frem 
whom,  as  from  a  fountain  of  wannth 
and  glory,  arc  dispensed  all  the 
honours,  all  the  dignity,  of  the  state; 
indeed  the  lasting  and  operative 
life  and  vigour  of  the  hiwt,  which 
plainly  subsist  by  a  due  administra- 
tion of  the  executive  power. 

*So  that  attempting  this  pre- 
cious life  is  really  striking  at  ^ 
most  noble  part,  the  seat  of  fife* 
and  spring  of  all  motion  hi  this 
government ;  and  may,  therefore, 
properly  be  called  a  de^^  to  mur. 
der  not  only  the  king,  bnt  also  the 
body  politic  of  this  kingdom. 

<  And  this  is  most  evidently  true 
in  yonr  lordship's  casoi  eonsidering 
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that  socoeH  in  yoor  treasoQ  muit 
uifalUbly  have  esUblUhed  Popery, 
and  that  ncTer  fails  to  bring  with  it 
acivil^aiwelJ  as  ecclesiastical ^  tyran- 
ny ;  wliich  is  quite  another  sort  of 
constitution  than  that  of  this  king- 
dom, and  cannot  take  place  till  the 
present  is  annihilated. 

'  This  your  crime  (so  I  must  call 
it)  is  the  more  aggravated,  in  that, 
where  it  proceeds  so  far  as  to  take 
arms  opoily,  and  to  make  an  offen- 
sire  war  against  lawful  authority, 
it  is  generally  (as  in  your  case)  com- 
plic^ed  with  the  horrid  and  crying 
sin  of  murdering  many  who  are 
not  only  innocent  but  meritorious ; 
and,  if  pity  be  due  (as  I  admit  It  is 
in  some  degree)  to  such  as  suffer 
for  their  own  crimes,  it  must  be  ad- 
mittcd  a  much  greater  share  of  com- 
passion b  owing  to  them  who  have 
lost  their  lit es  merely  by  the  crimes 
of  other  men. 

^  As  many  as  have  so  done  in  the 
late  rebellion,  so  many  murders  have 
they  to  answer  for  who  promoted  it ; 
and  your  lordship,  in  examining 
your  conscience,  will  be  under  a 
great  ddusion,  if  you  look  at  those 
that  fell  at  Preston,  Dumblain,  or 
elsewhere,  on  the  side  of  the  laws, 
and  deCence  of  settled  order  and 
govenment,  as  slain  in  open  lawful 
battle,  even  judging  of  this  matter 
by  the  hiw  of  nations. 

^  Alas]  my  Lord,  your  crime  of 
liigh  titason  is  yet  made  redder  by. 
shedding  a  great  deal  of  the  best 
blood  in  the  kingdom ;  I  include  in 
this  expression  the  brave  common 
s<ddiers,  as  well  as  those  gallant  and 
heroic  officers,  who  continued  faith, 
fal  to  death,  in  defence  of  the  laws ; 
fn  sure  but  little  blood  can  be  bet. 
tn  than  that  which  is  shed  while  it 
u  warm  in  the  cause  of  the  true 
nUgUm,  and  the  liberties  of  its 
native  country. 

^  I  believe  it,  notwithstanding  the 
BBfair  arts  and  indostry  used  to  stir 


up  a  pernicious  excess  of  commis- 
seration  toward  such  as  have  fallen 
by  the  sword  of  justice  (few  if 
compared  with  the  numbers  of  good 
subjects  murdered  fr^m  doors  and 
windows  at  Preston  only),  the  life 
of  ono  boniest  loyal  subject  is  more 
precious  in  the  eye  of  God,  and  all 
considering  men,  than  the  lives  of 
many  rebels  and  parricides. 

^  This  puts  me  in  mind  to  observo 
to  your  Lordship,  that  there  is  an* 
other  malignity  in  your  Lordship*! 
crime  (open  rebellion),  which  con- 
sists in  this,  that  it  is  always  sure  of 
doing  hurt  to  a  government,  in  one 
respect,  though  it  bo  defeated;  (K 
will  not  say  it  does  so  on  tlie  whole 
matter. ) 

^  For,  if  the  offence  is  too  notori- 
ous to  be  let  pass  unobserved,  by 
any  connivance,  then  is  government 
reduced  to  this  dilemma :  if  it  be  not 
punished,  the  state  is  endangered  by 
suffering  examples  to  appear  that  it 
may  be  attacked  with  impunity  ;  if 
it  be  punished,  they  wlfo  are  pub« 
licly  or  privately  favourers  of  the 
treason  (and  perhaps  some  out  of 
mere  folly)  raise  undeserved  cla- 
mours of  cruelty  against  thoae  in 
power ;  or  the  lowest  thdr  malice 
flies  is  to  make  unseasonable,  nn- 
Itmited,  and  injudicious  encominma 
upon  mercy  and  forgiveness  (things^ 
rightly  used,  certainly  of  the  greatest 
excellence). 

<  And  this  proceeding,  it  must  be 
admitted,  does  harm,  with  silly  end 
ondistinguishing  people.  So  that 
the  rebels  havo  the  satisfaction  of 
thinking  they  hurt  the  government 
a  little  even  by  their  fall. 

<  The  only,  but  true,  consolation 
every  wise  government  has,  in  snok 
a  case  (after  it  has  temper^  justice 
with  mercy,  in  such  proportion  as 
sound  discretion  directs,  having  al- 
ways a  care  of  the  public  safely 
above  all  things),  is  this  :  that  such 
like  seeds  of  unreasonable  discon- 
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fmtt  take  root  on  rery  shallow 
soil  only ;  and  that  therefore,  after 
they  hate  made  a  weak  shoot,  they 
soon  wither  and  come  to  nothing. 

^  It  is  well  your  lordship  has 
giren  an  opportunity  of  doing  the 
gofemment  right,  on  the  subject  of 
jour  surrender  at  Preston. 

*  How  confidently  had  it  been 
given  out  by  the  faction,  that  the 
surrender  was  made  on  assurances, 
at  least  hopes,  insinuated  of  pardon. 
Whereas  the  truth  appears  to  l)e, 
that  fear  was  the  only  motive  to  it : 
the  evil  day  was  deferred ;  and  the 
rebels  rightly  depended  fewer  would 
die  at  last  by  the  measures  they 
elected  than  if  they  had  stood  an 
assault  They  were  awed  by  the 
eiperienced  courage,  discipline,  and 
steadiness  of  the  king*s  troops,  and 
by  the  superior  genius  and  spirit 
of  his  majesty's  commanders,  over 
those  of  the  rebels:  so  that,  in 
truth,  they  were  never  flattered  with 
any  other  terms  than  to  surrender 
as  rebels  and  traitors ;  their  lives 
only  to  be  spared  till  bis  majesty's 
pleasure  should  be  known. 

*  It  was  indeed  a  debt  due  to 
those  brave  commanders  and  soldiers 
(to  whom  their  king  and  country 
owe  more  than  can  be  well  ei. 
pressed)  that  their  victory  should 
be  Tindicated,  to  the  present  and 
future  ages,  from  untrue  detraction, 
and  kept  from  l>eing  sullied  by  the 
tongues  of  rebels  and  their  accom. 
pliccs,  when  their  arms  could  no 
longer  hinder  it. 

S'Tis  hard  to  leare  this  subject 
without  shortly  observing,  that  this 
engine  which  sets  the  world  on  fire, 
a  lying  tongue,  has  l>een  of  pro- 
digioas  nse  to  the  |Mirty  of  the  rebels, 
not  only  since  and  during  the  re- 
bellion, but  before,  while  it  was 
forming,  and  the  rebels  preparing 
for  it 

^  False  facts,  false  hopes,   and 
M^  4AMncien,    hawe    lieen    the 


greater  half  of  the  scheme  they  set 
out  with,  and  yet  seemed  to  de- 
pend upon. 

^  It  has  been  rightly  observed, 
your  lordship's  answer  does  not  so 
much  as  insnt,  with  any  clearness, 
on  that  which  only  could  excuse 
your  being  taken  in  open  rcbdlioa : 
that  is,  you  was  forced  into  it,  re. 
mained  so  under  a  force,  and  would 
have  escaped  from  it,  but  could  not 
^  If  yon  had  so  insisted,  it  has 
been  clearly  proved  that  that  had 
not  been  true  ;  for  your  lordship 
was  active  and  forward  in  many 
instances,  and   so  considerable  in 
military  capacity  among  year  fel. 
low-soldiers,    as    to   command  a 
squadron.      These,  and  other  par- 
ticulars, hare  been  observed  by  the 
managers  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and   therefore  1  shall  not  parsac 
them  further,  but  conclude  this  in- 
troduction to  the  sentence,  by  ei- 
horting  your  lordship,  with  perfect 
charity  and  much  earnestness,  to 
consider  that  now  the  tiaie  is  cosse 
when  the  veil  of  partiality  shoald 
be  taken  from  your  eyes  (it  mast 
be  so  when  you  come  to  die),  and 
that  your  lordship  should  henec- 
forward  tiiink  with  clearness  and 
indifierence(if  possible),whidiBasl 
produce  in  yon  a  hearty  detestation 
of  the  crime  yon  have  conmitled ; 
and,  being  a  Protestant,  be  ittj 
likely  to  make  yon  a  sincere  peni- 
tent, for  your  having  engaged  in  a 
design   that  must  have  destroyed 
the  holy  religion  yon  profess,  had 
it  taken  cflfect 

^  Nothing  now  remains  but  that 
I  pronounce  upon  you  that  sentence 
which  the  law  ordains,  and  which 
sufficiently  shows  what  thoughts 
our  ancestors  had  of  the  crime  of 
which  your  lordship  is  now  con- 
victed, Yiz.  <  That  you  George  Earl 
of  Winton,'  &c 

Soon  after  the  passing  thb  sen- 
tence, the   iCarls  of  Winton  and 
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Nilhudale  found  mcani  to  escape 
outoflhoTowiT  i  and  Me-iin.For. 
Iter  and  M'Intoth  eiciptd  from 
Nevgale :  but  it  wa<  lupposrd  IhaL 
DiotiTei  of  mercj'  and  tenilcrnMS  in 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  aflcrHardi 
George  the  Secutid,  favored  the 
acape  of  all  thi'ie  gentlemen. 

Thli  rebellion  uccaiioned  tha 
unlinelj'  death  ofminj'  other  per. 
loni.  Five  werecxeciiteilat  Man- 
chblar,  lix  at  \Vigan,  and  eluTcu  at 
PralMi;  but  a  coiibiderable  num. 


.1*" 
•**   I 


bcr  was  brought  to  London,  and, 
being  arraigntil  in  the  Court  of 
Exchequer,  Diost  of  them  pleaded 
guilt}',  anil  suffered  the  utmost 
rigour  of  ihc  law. 

Some  account  will  be  given  of 
the  moit  retnarkablo  of  Iheie  caiei. 
To  eaih  of  ihusc  dLipcmte  and  in- 
faluaiL'd  men  the  followiog  word*  of 
MUtonmight  very  juiilj  be  applied: 


THOMAS    DOUGLAS, 


Tmobii  Douglai  wai  indiclcd 
fcOU  Bailev,  for  the 
VaiianSparki.aieamai 
ein  Wapplng. 


inner  took  up  a  knife,  and  tUbbed 

■he  other  in  such  a  manner  that  he 

atapnb-     dii'd  on  iho  spot.     The  alrocion*- 

of  Ihf!   offence  wa«   such  that 


^   I       Itappeved,in  the  coune  of  the     Douglas   wai    immcdiatclj    taken 


•n*»«ce,  that  tbe  parlies  had  been 
«|«kio|  together,  till  ihcy  were  in. 
■■«*  with  Ikgaor,  when  Ihc  pri. 


itody,  and,  bt'ing  convicted 
on  the  clrar<-st  evidence,  received 
•entence  oC  death. 


I 
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This  criminal  was  bom  in  the 
county  of  Berwick,  in  Scotland, 
and,  having  been  educated  by  his 
parents  according  to  the  strictlj 
religious  plan  prcTailing  in  that 
country,  he  was  bound  apprentice 
to  a  sea-faring  person  at  Berwick  ; 
and,  when  he  was  out  of  his  time, 
he  entered  on  board  a  ship  in  the 
royal  naTy,  and  in  this  station  ac- 
quired the  character  of  an  expert 
and  f  aliant  seaman. 

Hafing  served  Queen  Anne  dur- 
ing several  engagements  in  the  Me- 
diterranean and  other  seas,  he  re- 
turned to  England,  with  Sparks, 
who  was  his  shipmate,  on  whom  he 
committed  the  murder  we  have  men- 
tioned. 

After  con? iction,  it  was  a  difficult 
matter  to  make  Douglas  sensible  of 
the  enormity  of  the  crime  that  he 
had  committed ;  for  he  supposed 
that,  as  he  was  drunk  when  he 
perpetrated  iht  fact,  he  ought  to  be 
considered  in  the  same  light  as  a 
man  who  was  a  lunatic. 

This  unhappy  malefactor  suffered 
at  Tyburn,  on  the  27th  of  Oct  1714. 

From  hb  fiate  and  sentiments  we 
may  learn  the  following  useful  in. 
Btrnctions.  We  see  that  drunken, 
neu  is  a  crime  of  a  very  high 
natuae,  nnce  it  may  lead  to  the 
coomiation  of  tkc  highest.  If  this 
man  ImuI  not  been  In  a  state  of  in« 
toiication,  he  would  probably  never 
have  been  guilty  of  murder.  We 
should  remember  that  the  bounties 
of  Providence  were   sent  for  our 


use  and  sustenance,  not  to  be 
abused.'  It  is  a  judicious  observa- 
tion of  the  ingenious  authors  of  the 
Spectator,  that  *  If  a  man  commits 
murder  when  he  is  drunk,  he  must 
be  hanged  for  it  when  he  is  sober.' 
It  is  no  excuse  for  any  one  to  say 
he  was  guilty  of  a  crime  when 
drunk,  because  drunkenness  itself 
is  a  crime ;  and  what  he  may  deem 
an  excuse  is  only  an  aggravation  of 
his  offence ;  since  it  is  acknowledg. 
ing  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  two 
crimes  instead  of  one. 

The  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from 
this  sad  story  is,  that  temperance  is 
a  capital  virtue ;  and  that  drunk- 
enness, as  it  debauches  the  under- 
standing, reduces  a  man  below  the 
level  of  the  <  beasts  that  perish.'  The 
offender  before  us  acknowledged, 
in  his  last  momenta,  that  it  was  but 
the  forerunner  of  other  crimes :  and, 
as  what  happened  to  him  may  be 
the  case  with  others,  as  drunkea- 
ntm  prodaces  quarrels,  aad  qnar- 
leb  lead  to  murder,  we  hope  the 
case  of  tikis  unhappy  man  will  in- 
presa  on  tiie  minds  of  oar  readers 
the  great  importance  of  Impenuice 
and  sobriety.  We  see  that  Douglas 
had  receiTcd  a  Tery  rdigioas  edu- 
cation ;  j9t  even  thb'  was  inade- 
quate to  pfeaerr e  hia  from  tiie  fittal 
effeeta  of  a  casual  intoxication! 
When  aaen  drink  too  mnch,  and  in 
consequence  thereof  assault  and 
wound  their  companions,  we  may 
say,  in  the  words  of  the  poet,  that 
'  Death  is  in  the  bowl/ 


ROBERT  WHITTY,  FELIX  O' 

EXECUTED  FOR 

WiJXN  the  Earl  of  Mar  and  other 
Scotch  noblemen  planned  the  rebel- 
lion of  1715,  they  sent  these  three 
men  to  London,  for  the  purpose  of 
endeavouring  to  enlist  soldiers  for 
the  Pretender's  service ;  and,  though 
ihe  bassneu  in  which  they  were  en- 
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HABA,  &  JOSEPH  SULLIVAN, 

UICH  TREASON. 

gaged  was  of  the  most  dangeroof 
nature,  yet  they  continued  it  for 
some  time ;  but  were  at  length  ap- 
prehended, brought  t»  trial,  and, 
being  convicted,  were  eiecnted  at 
Tuburn,  on  the  28th  of  May,  1716. 
Robert  Whitty  was  bom  in  Ire- 


^ 
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hnAj  Rnd,  ha? ing  enlisted  for  a  sol- 
dier whco  young,  serfed  in  an 
English  regiment  in  Spain,  where 
being  wounded,  he  was  brought  to 
England,  and  reccifed  the  bounty 
of  Chelsea  College  as  an  out-pen- 
sloner. 

Feliz  O'Hara,  who  was  about 
twenty  .nine  years  of  age,  was  like- 
wise an  Irishman,  and,  having  lived 
some  time  in  Dublin  as  a  waiter  at 
a  tavern,  he  saved  some  money, 
and  entered  into  business  for  him- 
self; bQt,lhat  not  answering  as  he 
coold  have  wished,  he  came  to 
London. 


Joseph  Sullivan  was  a  natiye  of 
Munster,  in  Ireland,  and  about  the* 
same  age  as  O'Hara.  He  had  for 
some  time  served  in  the  Irish  bri- 
gades, but,  obtaining  his  discharge, 
he  came  to  England,  and  was 
thought  a  fit  agent  to  engage  in  the 
business  which  cost  him  and  his 
companions  their  lives. 

These  men  denied,  at  the  time  of 
their  trial,  that  they  had  been  guilty 
of  any  crime  ;  and  even  at  the  place 
of  execution  they  attempted  to  de- 
fend their  conduct  They  all  died 
professing  the  Roman  Catholic  re- 
ligion. 


JOHN  GORDON,  WILLIAM  KERR,  &  JOHN  DORRELL, 

EXECUTED  FOU  UlOU  TREASOlf. 


All  the  particulars  we  have  been 
able  to  learn  respecting  these  men 
are  as  follow.  They  h^  all  of 
An  served  as  officers  in  the  army 
iwnag  the  wars  in  the  reign  of 
Qjwea  Anne,  but  they  were  zealous 
frioidi  to  tiie  cause  of  the  Pre- 
leidtf. 

Having  learnt  that  the  rebels  had 
fiBt  ai  &r  as  Lancashire,  they  ap. 
par  to  have  been  animated  with  the 
Wipe  that  success  would  attend  the 
caleiprise;  whereupon  they  held 
Kfeial  Beatings  at  a  public  house 
■  Shoe  Lme,  I^ondon,  where  they 
«P«ed  to  let  off  for  different  parts 
m  the  country,  to  enlist  some  men 
Jjpw«ote  the  nndertakiiig ;  and 
"7^oand  themselres  to  each  other 


by  the  most  solemn  oaths  to  keep 
their  transactions  secret. 

But  they  defeated  the  effects  of 
these  oaths  almost  the  moment  thcj 
took  them ;  for  they  met  so  oft^n, 
and  were  so  careless  of  what  they 
said,  that  they  were  heard  by  per- 
sons who  listened  at  the  door  of  their 
room;  in  consequence  of  which 
information  was  gifen,  and  they 
were  taken  into  custody,  tried, 
and,  being  convicted  on  full  evi- 
dence, were  hanged  and  quartered 
at  Tyburn,  on  thc7th  of  Dec  1715. 

They  were  the  first  persons  that 
suffered  on  acconlit  of  the  rebel- 
lion, professed  themselves  Roman 
Catholics,  and  died  denying  the  jus- 
tice of  the  sentence  against  them. 


COLONEL  HENRY  OXBURGH, 

EXECUTED  FOn  HIGU  TREASON. 


■nniT  Oxburgh,  Esq.  the  son 
If  t  Attn  of  considerable  property 
I^Uiictthire,  havmg  been  educaU 
«  a  the  most  rigid  principles  of 
«  Roman  Catholic  religion,  was 
"»t  ibroad,  while  a  youth,  into  the 
25  ^  France,  in  which  he  ae- 
tata the  character  of  a  braye  and 
pliant  officer. 


At  the  close  of  the  war  he  re- 
turned to  England  to  see  his  friends ; 
and,  finding  that  the  rebels  were 
advancing  southwards,  he  raised  a 
regiment,  with  which  he  joined  the 
main  army  before  it  reached  Pres- 
ton. Colonel  Ozburgh  was  the 
man  who  ordered  the  rebels  to  fire 
on  the  royal  troops ;  and,  if  his  opt* 
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nion  bad  been  taken,  the  town 
would  not  ha?e  surrendered  as  soon 
as  it  did. 

On  his  trial  he  pleaded  guilty ; 
bat,  after  sentence  was  passed  on 
bim,  and  he  found  that  e? ery  ap. 
plication  for  mercy  was  unsuccess. 
ful,  he  talked  in  a  strain  Tery  dif. 
ferent  from  that  of  a  man  conscious 
of  any  crime.     He  said  he  consi- 


dered the  Pretender  as  his  lawful 
sovereign,  and  never  deemed  him* 
self  the  subject  of  any  other  prince. 
He  even  asserted  that  he  would 
have  been  equally  loyal  to  the  Pre- 
tender if  he  had  been  a  Protestanc. 
This  unhappy  man,  who  seems  to 
have  fallen  a  victim  to  the  prt-ju- 
dices  of  education,  was  hanged  at 
Tyburn,  on  the  14th  of  May,  1716. 


RICHARD   GASCOIGNE, 

EXECUTED  FOR  UIGU  TBEASON. 


This  unfortunate  man  was  singu- 
larly active  in  fomenting  the  rebel- 
lion. So  zealous  was  he  in  the  cause, 
that  he  mortgaged  his  whole  estate 
to  supply  him  with  money  to  par* 
chase  arms  from  foreign  countries. 

When  the  rebels  marched  towards 
the  south  of  England,  he  engaged 
all  the  forces  he  could,  and  went  and 
joined  them,  proclaiming  the  Pre- 
tender king  at  erery  stage  of  his 
march.  He  was  made  prisoner  by  the 
king's  troops  at  Preston,  at  the  same 
time  as  Colonel  Oxburgh;  and, being 
arraigned  before  Lord  Chief  Justice 
King,  in  Westminster  Hall,  he 
pleaided  ^  not  guilty.* 

On  his  trial  it  was  proved  that 


some  casks  of  arms,  which  he  had 
purchased  abroad,  were  found  on 
board  a  ship,  directed  to  him ;  and, 
being  found  guilty  on  the  clearest 
evidence,  sentence  of  death  was 
passed  on  him,  in  consequence  of 
which  he  was  executed  at  Tyburn, 
on  the  25th  of  May,'  171G. 

While  he  lay  under  sentence  of 
death,  his  sentiments  appeared  to  be 
nearly  the  same  as  those  of  Colonel 
Oxburgh  ;  and  at  the  place  of  exe- 
cution he  declared  that  he  did  not 
take  up  arms  with  a  view  to  restore 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  but 
solely  in  behalf  of  James  the  Third, 
whom  he  deemed  his  lawful  sove- 
reign. 


THE  REVEREND 

EXECUTED  FOR 

Mr.  PicjL  was  born  of  repntable 
parents,  near  Lutterworth,  in  Lei- 
cestershire ;  and,  having  been  edu- 
cated for  the  pulpit,  took  the  de. 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  at  St. 
John's  College,  Cambridge.  After 
officiating  as  a  chaplain  for  two 
clergymen,  the  Bishop  of  Oxford 
presented  him  to  the  vicarage  of 
Orton,  in  his  native  county,  to 
which  he  was  instituted  in  the  year 
1700. 

The  rebels  having  reached  Pres- 

tooy  Mr.  Paul  began  a  journey  to 

meet  them  ;  but  was  apprehended 

on  suMpicioVy  and  carried  before 

Colaael  Nov/,     a  justice    of    the 


WILLIAM  PAUL, 

UIGU  TREASON. 

peace,  who,  finding  no  just  cause 
of  detention,  dismissed  him  ;  on 
which  he  continued  his  journey  to 
Pk-eston,  where  he  read  prayers  to 
the  rebels  three  days  successively, 
and  prayed  for  the  Pretender,  by 
the  name  of  King  James,  in  the 
parish  church. 

A  short  time  before  the  national 
forces  reached  Preston,  Mr.  Paul 
quitted  that  place ;  and,  coming  to 
London,  disguised  himself  by  wear- 
ing coloured  clothes,  a  sword,  a 
laced  hat,  and  a  full-bottomed  wig. 

But  he  had  not  been  long  in  this 
disguise  before  he  was  met  by  Mr. 
Bird,  a  'justice  ot  iYk^  v«*^  ^^^ 
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lidce^tershire,  who  caused  him  to 
be  taken  into  custody,  and  carried 
to  the  house  of  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
sbire,  who  sent  him  to  the  secretary 
of  state  for  examination  ;  but,  as 
he  refused  to  make  any  confcs!>ion, 
be  was  delivered  to  the  custody  of 
one  of  the  king's  messengers,  with 
whom  he  remained  about  a  fort- 
night, and  was  then  committed  to 
Newgate. 

He  was  arraigned  at  Westminster 
on  the  31st  of  May,  and  pleaded 
not  gailty  :  on  which  he  was  re. 
manded  to  Newgate,  and  had  time 
allowed  him  to  prepare  his  defence. 
Oq  bis  return  to  prison,  he  sent 
for  a  friend ;  to  whom  he  said, 
^  What  must  I  do  ?  1  have  been 
this  day  arraigned,  and  pleaded  not 
guilty ;  but  that  will  not  avail,  for 
too  much  will  be  proved  against 
me.'  To  this  his  friend  replied, 
*  I  will  persuade  you  to  nothing  ; 
but,  in  my  opinion,  the  best  way  is 
to  confess  your  fault,  ask  pardon, 
tnd  throw  yourself  on  the  king's 
mercy.'  Mr.  Paul  said  his  counsel 
adfised  the  same,  and  he  was  re- 
solved to  do  so  ;  and,  when  he  was 
again  brought  to  the  bar,  he  re. 
tracted  his  former  plea,  and  pleaded 
guilty;  in  consequence  of  which 
sentence  of  death  was  passed  on 
him. 

Being  sent  back  to  prison,  he 
made  every  possible  interest  for  the 
preservation  of  his  life  ;  for  he 
seemed  to  have  a  most  singular 
dread  of  death,  particularly  when 
attended  with  such  disgraceful  cir. 
cumstances  as  he  had  reason  to  ap- 
prehend. He  wrote  a  petition  to 
^e  king,  another  to  the  lord  chief 
justice,  and  letters  to  the  Arch- 
bbhop  of  Canterbury,  with  other 
letters  to  clergymen  ;  in  all  of  which 
he  acknowledged  his  crime,  and  his 
change  of  sentiments,  and  interceded 
for  mercy  in  terms  of  the  most  ab- 
ject humiliation. 


In  a  letter  to  a  female  relation, 
he  says,  '  1  am  among  the  number 
of  those  that  are  to  suffer  next 
F'riday.— I  cannot  think  of  dying 
the  death  of  a  dog,  by  the  hands  of 
a  common  executioner,  with  any 
manner  of  patience.  Transporta- 
tion, perpetual  imprisonment,  or 
any  other  condition  of  life,  will  be 
infinitely  preferable  to  so  barbarous 
and  insupportable  a  way  of  ending 
it ;  and  means  must  be  found  for 
preventing,  or  1  shall  anticipate,  the 
ignominy  of  the  halter,  by  laying 
violent   hands    on    myself.      Give 

Mr.  C r  to  understand  that 

he  may  promise  any  thing  that  he 
shall  think  fit  in  my  name ;  and 
that  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
and  his  Council  shall  have  no  cause 
to  repent  of  their  mercy  to  me.' 

All  Mr.  Paul's  |)etitions,  however, 
proved  fruitless ;  he  was  ordered  for 
execution,  and  was  attended  by  a 
nonjuring  clergyman,  who  endea- 
voured to  inspire  him  with  an  idea 
of  the  justice  of  the  cause  for  which 
he  was  to  yield  his  life :  he  was, 
however,  dreadfully  affected  till 
within  a  few  days  of  bis  death, 
when  he  began  to  assume  a  greater 
degree  of  courage. 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  on 
the  18th  of  July,  1716,  being  at- 
tended by  a  nonjuring  clergyman, 
having  declined  the  assistance  of 
the  Ordinary  of  Newgate.  Just 
before  the  cart  drew  away  he  made 
a  speech,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy  : 

*  Good  People, 

*  I  am  just  going  to  make  mjr 
appearance  in  the  other  world, 
where  I  must  give  an  account  of  all 
the  actions  of  my  past  life  ;  and, 
though  1  have  endeavoured  to  make 
my  peace  with  God,  by  sincerely 
repenting  of  all  my  sins,  yet,  foras- 
much as  several  of  them  were  of  a 
public  nature,  1  take  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  declare  here,  in  the  face  of 
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the  worliy  my  heartj  abhorrence 
and  detestation  of  them. 

^  And,  first)  I  ask  pardon  of  God 
and  the  king,  for  having  Tiolated 
mj  lojaltj,  by  taking  most  abomi- 
nable oaths,  in  defence  of  usurpa- 
tion, against  my  lawful  soTcreign 
King  James  the  Third. 

^  And,  as  I  ask  pardon  of  all-whom 
I  have  injured  or  offended,  so  I  do 
especially  desire  forgiveness  of  all 
those  whom  I  have  scandalized  by 
pleading  guilty.  I  am  sensible  it  is 
a  base  and  dishonorable  action, 
that  it  is  inconsistent  with  my  duty 
to  the  kiog,  and  an  entire  surrender 
of  my  loyalty.  Human  frailty,  and 
too  great  a  desire  of  life,  together 
with  the  persuasion  of  several,  who 
pretended  to  be  my  friends,  were 
the  occasion  of  it.  I  trust  God,  of 
his  infinite  mercy,  has  forgiven  me, 
and  I  hope  all  good  Christians  will. 

^  Yon  see,  my  countrymen,by  my 
habit,  th^t  I  die  a  son,  though  a 
Tcry  unworthy  one,  of  the  Church 
of  England  ;  but  I  would  not  have 
you  think  I  am  a  member  of  the 
schismatical  Church,  whose  bishops 
set  themselves  up  in  opposition  to 
those  orthodox  fathers  who  were 
unlawfully  and  invalidly  deprived 
by  the  Prince  of  Orange.  I  declare 
that  I  renounce  that  communion, 
and  that  I  die  a  dutiful  and  faithful 
member  of  the  noojuring  church, 
which  has  kept  itself  free  from  re- 
bellion and  schism,  and  has  pre- 
served and  maintained  true  ortho- 
dox principles  both  as  to  church 
and  state ;  and  I  desire  the  clergy, 
and  all  members  of  the  Revolution 
Church,  to  consider  what  bottom 
they  stand  upon,  when  their  suc- 
cession is  grounded  upon  an  unlaw- 
ful and  invalid  deprivation  of  Ca- 
tholic bishops,  the  only  foundation 
of  which  deprivation  u  a  pretended 
act  of  parliament. 

^Having    asked  forgiveness  for 
9ty§^,  I   come    now   to  forgive 


others.  1  pardon  those  who,  un- 
der a  notion  of  friendship,  per- 
suaded me  to  plead  guilty.  I  hearti- 
1y  forgive  all  my  most  inveterate 
enemies,  especially  the  Elector  of 
Hanover,  my  Lord  Townsend,  and 
others,  who  have  been  instrumental 
in  promoting  my  death.  Father, 
forgive  them  !  Lord  Jesus,  have 
mercy  upon  them!  and  lay  not 
this  sin  to  their  charge. 

^  The  next  thing  I  have  to  do. 
Christian  friends,  is  to  exhort  you 
all  to  return  to  your  duty.  Re- 
member that  Ring  James  the  Third 
is  your  only  rightful  sovereign,  by 
the  laws  of  the  land  and  the  consti- 
tution of  (he  kingdom  ;  and,  there- 
fore, if  you  would  perform  the  duty 
of  justice  to  him  which  is  due  to  aU 
mankind,  you  are  obliged,  in  con- 
science, to  do  all  you  can  to  restore 
him  to  hb  crown  ;  for  it  is  hb 
right ;  and  no  man  in  the  world, 
besides  himself,  can  claim  a  title  to 
it.  And,  as  it  is  your  duty  to  serve 
him,  so  it  is  your  interest;  for,  till 
he  is  restored,  the  nation  can  never 
be  happy.  You  see  what  miseries 
and  calamities  have  befallen  this 
nation  by  the  revolution;  and  I 
believe  you  arc  now  convinced,  by 
woeful  experience,  that  swerving 
from  God's  laws,  and  thereby  put- 
ting yourselves  out  of  his  protec- 
tion, is  not  the  way  to  secure  you 
from  those  evils  and  misfortunes 
you  are  afraid  of  in  this  world.  Be- 
fore the  rcTolution,  you  thought 
your  religion,  liberties,  and  proper- 
tier,  in  danger ;  and  1  pray  you  to 
consider  how  you  have  preserved 
them  by  rebelling:  are  ihey  not  ten 
times  more  precarious  than  ever? 
who  can  say  be  is  certain  of  his  life 
or  estate,  when  he  considers  the 
proceedings  of  the  present  adminis- 
tration ?  and,  as  for  your  religion, 
is  it  not  evident  that  6ke  revolution, 
instead  of  keeping  out  Popery,  has 
let  in  Atheism?    Qo  not  heresies 
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abound  e^eiy  day  ?  and  are  not  the 
teachers  of  false   doctrine  patro- 
nbed  by  the  great  men  in  the  go- 
Temment  ?  Thb  shows  the  kindness 
and    affection    they  have   for  the 
church  ;  and,  to  give  you  another 
instandc  of  the  respect  and  refer- 
ence  they  have  for  it,  you  are  now 
going  to  see  a  priest  of  the  Church 
of  England  murdered  for  doing  his 
duty ;  for  it  is  not  me  they  strike  at 
so  particularly,  but  it  is  through 
me  they  would  wound  the  priest- 
hood, bring  a  disgrace  upon  the 
govn,  and  a  scandal  upon  my  sacred 
function.     But  they  would  do  nell 
to  remember  that  he  who  despises 
Christ's    priests    despises    Christ; 
and  he  who  despises  him  despises 
him  that  sent  him. 

^  And  now,  beiored,  if  you  have 
any  regard  to  your  country,,  which 
lies  bleeding  nndcr  these  dreadful 
extremities,  bring  the  king  to  his 
undoubted  right :  that  is  the  only 
way  to  be  freed  from  these  misfor. 
tuoes,  and  to  secure  all  those  rights 
and  privileges  which  are  in  danger 
at  present.  King  James  has  pro- 
mised to  protect  and  defend  the 
Church  of  England ;  he  has  given  his 
royal  word  to  consent  to  such  laws 
which  you  yourselves  shall  think 
necessary  to  be  made  for  its  pre- 
servation. And  his  majesty  is  a 
prince  of  that  justice,  virtue,  and 
honour,  that  you  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  of  the  performance  of  his 
royal  promise.  He  studies  nothing 
so  modi  as  to  make  you  all  easy 
vid  happy ;  and,  whenever  he  comes 


to  his  kingdom,  1  doubt  not  but 
you  will  be  so. 

'  I   shall  be  heartily  glad,  good 
people,  if  what  I  have  said  has  any 
effect  upon  you,  so  as  to  be  instru- 
mental in  making  you  perform  your 
duty.     It  is  out  of  my  power  now 
to  do  any  thing  more  to  serve  the 
king  than  by  employing  some  of 
the  few  minutes  I  have  to  live  in 
this   world   in    praying   Almighty 
God  to  shower  down  his  blessings, 
spiritual  and  temporal,  upon    his 
head,  to  protect  and  restore  him, 
to  be  favorable  to  his  undertaking, 
to  prosper  him  here,  and  to  reward 
him  hereafter.     I  beseech  the  same 
infinite  goodness  to  protect  and  de- 
fend the  Church  of  England,  and 
to  restore  it  to  all  its  just  rights  and 
privileges ;  and,  lastly,  I  pray  God 
to  have  mercy  upon  me,  pardon  my 
sins,  and  receive  my  soul  into  his 
everlasting  kingdom^  that,  with  the 
patriarchs,  prophets,  apostles,  and 
martyrs,  I  may  praise  and  magnify 
him  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 

'  As  to  my  body,  brethren,  I 
have  taken  no  care  of  it,  for  I 
value  not  that  barbarous  part  of  my 
sentence,  of  being  cut  down  and 
quartered.  When  I  am  once  gone 
I  shall  be  out  of  the  reach  of  my 
enemies  ;  and  t  wish  I  had  quarters 
enough  to  send  to  every  parish  in 
the  kingdom,  to  testify  that  a  cler- 
gyman of  the  Church  of  England 
was  martyred  for  being  loyal  to 
his  king.  ^  Wm.  Paul. 

<Jnlyl3,  17l6.» 


JOHN  HALL,  ESQ. 

EXECUTED  FOR  HIGU  TREASON. 


JoHX  Hall,  Esq.  was  a  justice  of 
the  peace  for  the  county  of  North, 
umberbnd,  and,  having  been  taken 
prisoner  with  the  other  rebels  at 
Preston,  was  brought  to  London, 
and  indicted  for  having  joined, 
SMlod,  and  abetted,  the  rebels. 


Two  evidences  deposed  that  he 
was  seen  at  different  places  with 
the  rebels  :  but,  in  his  defence, 
h^  said  that,  having  been  to  a 
meeting  of  the  justices  at  Plainfield, 
he  had  lodged  at  a  friend's  house  ; 
and  that,  on  the  following  day,whilo 
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he  was  stooping  on  his  horee*s  neck, 
to  screen  himself  from  the  tempes- 
tuous weather,  himself  and  his  ser- 
vant were  surrounded  by  the  rebels,  . 
who  forced  them  away  ;  and  that 
he  was  unarmed,  and  had  only  set  en 
shillings  and  sixpence  in  his  pos. 
session. 

Though  this  circumstance  was 
sworn  to  by  Mr.  HalPs  jier^ant, 
yet  the  Court,  in  the  charge  to  the 
jury,  observed  that,  ^  If  a  man  was 
seen  with  rcbtls,  if  it  appeared  that 
he  had  frequent  opportunities  of 
escaping,  and  did  not  do  it,  but 
continued  by  his  presence  to  abet 
and  comfort  them,  it  was  treason 
within  the  meaning  of  the  law.' 

Now,  as  it  appeared  in  efidence 
that  Mr.  ilall  had  liberty  to  ride 
out  when  he  pleased,  and  did  not 
seem  to  be  restrained,  the  jury  found 
him  guilty  ;  and,  when  the  Court 
passed  sentence  on  him,  he  said, 
^  God's  will  be  done.' 

After  conviction  he  was  attended 
by  a  nonjuring  clergyman,  and  be- 
haved with  manly  fortitude  under 
his  misfortunes  :  however,  he  made 
such  interest  that  he  obtained  five 
short  reprieyes,  and  might  possibly 
have  been  pardoned,  but  that, 
having  written  the  fq) lowing  speech 
some  weeks  before  his  death,  the 
knowledge  thereof  is  supposed  to 
haTe reached  the  Court;  for,  when 
a  nobleman  made  application  for  a 
pardon,  he  was  answered,  *  By  no 
means,  my  good  lord .:  it  were  a  pity 
Mr.  Hall  should  lose  the  opportu. 
nity  of  leaving  such  a  speech  behind 
him  as  he  gives  out  will  raise  the 
spirits  of  the  whole  nation  to  be  of 
the  same  mind  with  him,  and  will 
be  instrumental  in  bringing  in  the 
person  whom  he  calls  hb  lawful 
sovereign.  King  James  III.' 

Mr.  Hall  was  executed  at  the 
same  time  and  place  with  Mr. 
Paul ;  and,  a  few  minates  before 
he  wkM  tuned  oSy  be  delivered  a 


paper  to   the  sheriff,  which  is  as 
follows  : — 

*  Friends,  Brethren,  and  Coun- 
trymen, 

^  1  am  come  here  to  die,  for  the 
sake  of  God,  my  king,  and  my 
country  ;  and  I  heartily  rejoice  that 
I  am  counted  worthy  of  so  great 
an  honour  :  fur  let  not  any  of  yon 
think  that  1  am  come  to  a  shamrfol 
and  ignominious  end  :  the  truth  and 
justice  of  the  cause  for  which  I 
suffer  make  my  death  a  duty,  a 
vii  tuc,  and  an  honour.  Remember 
that  1  lay  down  my  life  for  assert, 
ing  the  right  of  my  only  lawful 
sovereign,  King  James  III. ;  that  I 
offer  myself  a  victim  for  the  liber- 
ties and  happiness  of  my  dear  coun- 
try, and  my  beloved  fellow-sub- 
jects  ;  that  I  fall  a  sacrifice  to 
tyranny,  oppression,  and  usurpa- 
tion. In  short,  consider  that  I  suffer 
in  the  defence  of  the  command  of 
God  and  the  l^ws,  and  hereditary 
constitution  of  the  land ;  and  then 
know,  and  be  assured,  that  I  am 
not  a  traitor,  but  a  martyr. 

^  1  declare  that  I  die  a  true  and 
sincere  member  of  the  Church  of 
England,  but  not  of  the  revolution 
schismatical  Church,  whose  bishops 
have  so  rebel liously  abandoned  the 
king,  and  so  shamefully  given  up 
the  rights  of  the  church,  by  sub- 
mitting  to  the  unlawful  invalid  lay- 
deprivations  of  thePrince  of  Orange. 
The  communion  I  die  in  is  that  of 
the  true  Catholic  nonjuring  Church 
of  England,  and  I  pray  God  to 
prosper  and  increase  it,  and  to  grant 
(if  It  be  his  good  pleasure)  that  it 
may  rise  again,  and  flourish. 

^  I  heartily  beg  pardon  of  all 
whom  I  have  in  any  manner,  and 
at  any  time,  injured  and  offended. 
I  do  particularly  implore  forgive- 
ness of  God  and  my  king  for  having 
80  far  swerved  from  my  duty  as  to 
comply  with  the  usurpation^  in 
swearing  allegiance  to  it«  and  act- 
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ing  in  public  posts  by  the  usurper's 
commissions,  which  were  foid   of 
all    power  and    authority.      God 
knowj  my  heart :  1  did  this  at  first 
through  igooranre  and  error,  but, 
after  I  had  recullected  myself,  and 
ioformed  my  judgment  better,  I  re. 
pcnted,  and  drew  my  sword  for  the 
king,  and  now  submit  myself  to  this 
▼ioleot  death  for  his  sake,  I  heartily 
pray  God  my  patience  and  my  suf- 
ferings may  atone  for  my  former 
crine;  and  this  I  beg  through  the 
merits,  mediation,  and   sufferings, 
of  ny dearest  Safiour,  Jesus  Christ. 
^  1  do  sincerely  forgife  all  my 
enemies,  especially  those  who  hare 
either  caused  or  increased  the  de- 
struction in  church   or  state ;    I 
pray  God    to  have   mercy   upon 
them,  and  spare  them,  because  they 
are  the  works  of  his  own  hands, 
and  because  they  are  redeemed  with 
his  Son's  most  precious  blood.     I 
do  particularly  forgive,  from  the 
bottom  of  my  heart,  the  Elector  of 
Bronswick,  who  murders  me ;  my 
ODJost  pretended  judges  and  jury, 
who  convicted  and  condemned  me  ; 
Mr.  Patten  and  Carnaby,  evidences 
who  swore  against  me  at  my  trial. 
And  I  do  here  declare,  upon  the 
words  of  a  dying  man  (and  all  my 
Northamberland    fellow- prisoners 
can  testify  the  same),  that  the  evi. 
dence  they  gave  was  so  far  from 
heing  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
snd  nothing  but  the  truth,  that,  in 
relation  to  my   indictment,   they 
swori  not  one  true  thing  against 
M)  bat  many  absolute  falsehoods. 
I  pny  God  forgive  them,  for  I  am 
lire  I  do. 

*  Lastly,  I  forgiTe  all  who  had  a 
^Md  in  the  surrender  at  Preston, 
for  they  have  surrendered  away  my 
Ufe;  and  I  would  to  God  that  were 
«e  only  bad  consequence  of  it. 
But,  aUs !  it  b  too  plain  that  the 
<vrenderers  not  only  mined  many 
of  hn  majesty's  brave  and  faithful 


subjects,  but  gave  up  their  king 
and  country  into  the  bargain  :  for 
it  was  then  in  their  power  to  have 
restored  the  king  with  triumph  to 
his  throne,  and  thereby  to  have 
made  us  a  happy  people.  We  had 
repulsed  our  enemies  at  every  at- 
tack, and  were  ready,  willing,  and 
able,  to  have  attacked  them. 

*  On  our  side,  even  our  common 
men  were  brave,  courageous,  and 
resolute ;  on  the  other  hand,  theirs 
were  directly  the  contrary,   inso- 
much   that,    after   they    had   run 
away  from  our  first  fire,  they  could 
neviT  be  brought  so  much  as  to 
endeavour  to  stand  a  second.    This 
I  think  myself  obliged  in  justice  to 
mention,  that  Mr.  Wills  may  not 
impose  upon    the  world,  as  if  he 
and  bis  troops  had  conquered  as, 
and  gained   the   victory  ;  for  the 
truth  is,  after  we  had  conquered 
them,  our  superiors  thought  fit  to 
capitulate  and  ruin  us  :  I  wish  them 
God's  and  the  king's  pardon  for  it. 
^  May   it   please  God  to  bless, 
preserve,  and  restore  our  only  right- 
ful and  lawful  sovereign.  King  James 
the  Third  ;  may  he  direct  his  coun* 
sels,  and  prosper  his  arms ;  may  he 
bring  him  to  his  kingdom,  and  set 
the  crown  upon  his  headf. 

^  May  he  protect  him  from  the 
malice  of  his  enemies,  and  defend 
him  from  those  who  for  a  reward 
would  slay  him  innocent !  May  he 
grant  him  in  health  and  wealth  long 
to  live;  may  he  strengthen  him, 
that  he  may  vanquish  and  overcome 
all  his  enemies ;  and  finally,  when 
it  pleases  his  infinite  wisdom  to  take 
him  out  of  this  world,  may  he 
take  him  to  himself,  and  reward 
him  with  an  everlasting  crown  of 
glory  in  the  next. 

'  These,  my  beloved  countrymen^ 
are  the  sincere  prayers,  these  the 
last  words,  of  me  who  am  now  a 
dying  person  ;  and  if  you  hare  any 
regard  to   the  last  words  of  one 
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who  is  just  going  out  of  the  world, 
let  roe  beg  of  you  to  be  dutiful, 
obedient,  and  loyal,  to  your  only 
soTereign  liege  lord.  Ring  James 
the  Third  ;  be  e?er  ready  to  serre 
him,  and  be  sure  you  nefer  fail  to 
nse  all  your  endeaTours  to  restore 
him :  and^  whatever  the  consequence 
be,  remember  that  you  haTe  a  good 
cause  and  a  gracious  God,  and 
expect  a  recompense  from  him. 

<  To  that  God,  the  God  of  truth 
and  holiness,  the  rewarder  of  all 
who  suffer  for  righteousness  sake, 
I  commend  my  soul,  beseeching 
him  to  hare  mercy  upon  it,  for  the 
sake  of  my  dear  Redeemer  and 
merciful  Sa? iour,  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.     Amen,  Amen,  Amen. 

*  Jiify  13,  1716.      '  John  Hall.' 
^  Postscript 

<  I  might  reasonably  hare  ex- 
pected my   life  would  have  been 


saved,  since  I  had  obtained  five  re- 
priefcs ;  but  I  find  that  the  Duke 
of  Hanover,  and  his  evil  counsel  tors 
who  guide  him,  have  so  little  virtue 
and  honour  themselves,  that  they 
are  resolved  not  to  spare  ray  life, 
because  I  would  not  purchase  it 
upon  base  and  dishonorable  terms. 
I  haye  reason  to  think  that,  at  first, 
I  could  have  secured  my  life  and 
fortune,  if  I  would  have  pleaded 
guilty  ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  I 
might  since  have  obtained  favour, 
if  I  would  have  petitioned  in  a  Tile 
scandalous  manner :  but  I  was  rc- 
solred  to  do  nothing  whereby  I 
should  haTe  disowned  my  king,  and 
denied  my  principles  ;  and  1  thank 
my  good  God,  both  for  inspiring 
me  with  this  holy  resolution,  and  for 
giving  me  the  grace  to  perform  it. 
*  July  13,  1716.     <  JoHM  Hall.' 


JAMES  GOODMAN, 

XXECVTED  FOR  UORSCSTEALING,   &C. 

WAsa  natiTe  of  LittlcHarwood,     White,  between   Stratford  and  lU 


in  Buckinghamshire,  and  served  his 
time  io  a  carpenter  at  Aylesbury. 
After  he  was  out  of  his  time,  he  and 
two  other  young  men  agreed  to 
have  a  Tenison  pasty,  and  make 
merry  ;  in  consequence  of  which 
they  stole  a  deer;  but, being  taken 
into  custody,  one  of  them  turned 
cTidence,  whereupon  Goodman  and 
the  other  were  imprisoned  a  year  in 
Aylesbury  gaol. 

After  his  enlargement  he  married 
and  entered  into  business,  which  he 
carried  on  with  success  for  about 
nine  years  ;  but,  becoming  fond  of 
Idle  company,  he  was  soon  so  re. 
duced  in  circumstances,  that  he 
brought  himself  and  family  to  rnin. 

Coming  to  London,  he  got  into 
company  with  one  Stephens,  with 
whom  he  agreed  to  commit  rob. 
beries  on  the  highway.  Pursuant 
to  this  plan    the/  stopped   Philip 


ford  in  Essex,  ^nd  robbed  him  of 
his  horse,  one  shilling,  and  bis 
spurs. 

Fcur  days  after  this  robbery, 
Mr.  White  saw  Goodman  on  his 
horse  at  Bow,  in  the  company  of 
Stephens,  who  was  likewise  on 
horseback.  Hereupon  Mr.  White 
sent  his  serTant  to  demand  his 
horse ;  on  which  the  robbers  gal- 
loped off,  but  were  immediately 
pursued  by  Mr.  White  and  his  man. 
Finding  themselves  hard  pressed, 
they  quitted  their  horses,  and  ran 
into  the  field;  on  which  Mr. 
White  gave  his  servant  a  gun,  and 
bid  him  follow  them.  He  did  so  ; 
on  which  one  of  them  fired  twice, 
and  said,  <  Damn  it,  we'll  kill  or 
be  killed;  we  won't  be  taken  alive; 
onr  lives  are  as  good  as  theirs.' 
On  this  Mr.  White's  servant  fired 
his  gun,  which  was  loaded   with 
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pebble-Atooes,  and,  striking  Good- 
nan  on  tbe  brad,  he  was  so  stunned 
that  he  was  easilj  taken ;  and,  some 
other  persons  now  coming  up,  one 
of  them  drew  a  hanger,  and  pursurd 
Stephens,  who  submitting  after  a 
short  resistance,  both  the  prisoners 
were  cooTcjed  to  Newgate. 

Stephens  having  been  admitted  an 
eiideoce  against  Goodman,  the  lat. 
ter  was  brought  to  his  trial,  when 
be  endeavoured  to  prove  that  he 
was  in  another  place  when  the  rob- 
heiy  was  committed,  and  that  he 
had  purchased  Mr.  White's  horse ; 
hot  the  jury  found  him  guilty,  as 
thejr  did  not  believe  the  testimony 
of  his  witnesses. 

After  conviction  he  was  put  into 
the  bail-dock,  in  order  to  receive 
sentence ;  but  the  nii^ht  being  dark , 
sad  being  assisted  by  some  other 
prisoners,  he  got  over  the  spikes, 
and,  though  he  was  loaded  with 
irons,  effected  his  escape. 

But  it  iras  not  long  before  he  was 
retaken,  owing  to  a  very  singular 
drcmnstance.  While  in  custody, 
he  delivered  some  money  to  a  car. 
rier  to  take  into  the  country  to  a 
woman  with  whom  he  had  cohabit- 
ed;  bat  the  carrier,  considering  his 
situation,  kept  the  money  for  his 
own  use* 

Wherefore,  about  a  month  after 
his  escape,  Goodman  went  to  an 
^ehottie  in  Uolbom,  and  sent  to  a 
lawyer,  to  concert  with  him  how  to 
rocofsr  the  money  of  the  carrier  ; 
but  some  persons  in  the  house,  hap. 
peoing  to  know  him,  went  to  New- 
gate, and  informed  the  keepers 
▼here  he  was;  on  which  he  was 
taken  into  cmtody ,  after  a  desperate 
roiitance;  and,  at  the  end  of  the 


next  sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  he 
received  sentence  of  death. 

While  he  lay  in  this  deplorable 
situation,  he  acknowledged  his  gnilt, 
confessed  he  had  committed  many 
robberies,  lamented  the  iniquities  of 
his  past  life,  and  wished  he  could 
make  reparation  to  those  whom  he 
had  injured.  lie  was  executed  at  Ty- 
burn, on  the  12th  of  March,  1716. 

The  fate  of  this  malefactor  will 
afford  an  useful  lesson  to  persons 
somewhat  advanced  in  life.  After 
having  been  nine  years  in  a  success, 
fill  business,  the  keeping  of  bad 
company  induced  him  to  his  ruin. 
Hence  we  may  learn  the  folly  of  de- 
parting from  the  sober  comforts  of 
domestic  felicity,  to  keep  company 
with  drunkards,  and  riot  in  debau- 
chery. The  circumstance  of  Good- 
man's being  seen  at  Bow,  on  the 
very  horse  he  had  stolen  but  a  few 
days  before,  on  the  same  road,  shows 
the  folly  that,  almost  in  every  in- 
stance, attends  thieves.  They  are 
generally  detected  by  some  omission 
or  carelessness  of  their  own,  which 
even  a  child  would  blush  to  be  guilty 
of;  but  the  fact  is  that  villainy  is 
frequently  off  its  guard,  and  the  eye 
of  Providence  is  ever  watchful  to 
bring  the  guilty  to  justice. 

This  doctrine  cannot  be  set  in  a 
clearer  light  than  by  Goodman's 
going  to  advise  wit^  a  lawyer  hov 
to  recover  the  money  of  the  carrier  ; 
not  reflecting  that  he  himself  was  a 
dead  man,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  at 
the  very  time  of  making  this  appli- 
cation, which  led  so  soon  to  his  own 
destruction.  Hence  we  see  the  em* 
phatical  force  of  that  text  of  scrip- 
ture, <  The  wicked  is  taken  in  hia 
own  snare.' 


JOHN  HAMILTON,  ESQ. 

BEHEADEO  FOR  TUE  MURDER  OP  TltOMAS  ARKLE. 

The  philosopher  Plato  says  that  instructed  Thamus,  king  of  Egypt, 
gaming  was  invented  by  a  certain  in  the  tricks  of  play.  Cards  were 
defil  called  Th^uth,  who  afterwards    inrented  to  amuse  a  puny  Dauphin 
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of  France,  but  arc  now  btcome  a 
common  medium  of  robbcrjr  in  the 
hands  of  sharpers.  Cjrus  and  Alex, 
ander  admired  hunting;  Cicero 
played  with  a  kitten ;  Socrates 
found  recreation  in  galloping  about 
on  a  hobby-horse  with  children ; 
Plato  turned  pedlar;  Posidonius, 
the  stoic  philosopher,  under  the 
most  Yiolent  paroxysms  of  the  gout, 
would  only  smile  and  say,  ^  Pain  ! 
all  thy  obliging  serfices  are  to  no 
purpose;  thou  roay'st  be  a  little 
troublesome  ;  but  1  will  never  own 
theo  for  an  evil.'  Shakspearc  says, 
*  All  mankind  to  some  lovM  ills  in- 
cline ;'  but  woe  to  him  whose  pro- 
pensities lead  him  to  drinking  and 
gaming.  Aristotle  treats  game- 
sters as  thieres,  pickpockets,  and 
robbers,  and  these  anuals  of  crime 
sufficiently  corroborate  the  opinions 
of  the  philosophers  of  old. 

Mr.  flamilton  was  l)orn  in  the 
county  of  Clydesdale,  and  was  re- 
lated to  the  ducal  family  of  Mamil. 
ton.  His  parents,  to  whom  he  was 
an  only  son,  sent  him  to  Glasgow 
to  study  the  law  ;  but,  the  young 
gentleman's  disposition  leading  him 
to  the  profession  of  arms,  his  friends 
exerted  their  interest  to  procure  a 
commission  ;  but  the  interrention 
of  the  crime  of  which  we  are  about 
to  relate  the  particulars  prcTcnted 
their  generous  intention  from  taking 
effect. 

Young  Hamilton  soon  becoming 
connected  with  some  abandoned 
young  gentlemen  at  Edinburgh,  he 
lost  considerable  sums  at  gaming ; 
and,  going  to  his  parents  for  more, 
they  supplied  him  for  the  present, 
but  said  they  would  not  advance 
him  any  further  sums  while  he  con- 
tinued his  dissipated  course  of  life. 

Being  possessed  of  this  money, 

Hamilton   went  to  a  village  near 

Glasgow,  to  meet  his  companions 

at  a  pubUc  house  kept  by  Thomas 

^rkie.    Having  drank  and  gamed 


for  several  successive  days  and  uighti, 
Hamilton's  companions  withdrew 
while  he  was  asleep,  tearing  him 
to  discharge  the  bill,  which  exceed- 
ing his  ability,  a  quarrel  ensued  be- 
tween him  and  Arkle,  and,  while 
they  contended,  Arkle  stripped  Ha- 
milton's sword  of  the  scabbard.— 
The  latter  immediately  ran  away ; 
but,  finding  he  had  no  scabbard  to 
his  sword,  he  instantly  went  back 
to  the  house,  when,  Arkle  calling 
him  several  scandalous  names,  he 
stabbed  him  so  that  he  immediately 
expired. 

The  daughter  of  Arkle,  being 
present,  attempted  to  seize  Hamil- 
ton ;  in  doing  which  she  tore  off 
the  skirt  of  his  coat,  which  was  left 
on  the  floor,  together  with  his  sword, 
on  his  effecting  a  second  escape. 
This  daughter  of  Arkle  was  almost 
blind  ; '  but  her  keeping  the  sword 
and  the  skirt  of  the  coat  proved 
the  mcaus  of  bringing  Hamilton  to 
justice. 

The  murderer,  having  gone  to 
Leith,  embarked  on  board  a  ship, 
and  landed  in  Holland,  where  he 
continued  two  years ;  but  his 
parents  dying  in  the  inter?al,  here- 
turned  to  Scotland,  when  he  was 
taken  into  custody  on  account  of 
the  murder. 

On  his  trial,  he  pleaded  that  he 
was  intoxicated  at  the  time  the  fact 
was  committed ;  to  which  he  was 
instigated  by  the  extreme  ill  usage 
he  had  received  from  Arkle.— The 
jury,  not  allowing  the  force  of  these 
arguments,  found  him  guilty,  and 
he  was  beheaded  by  the  maiden,  on 
the  30th  of  June,  1716.  Thisinstru- 
ment  of  death,  from  which  the  guil- 
lotine in  Franco  was  constructed, 
we  hare  already  described,  in  the 
case  of  Alexander  Balfour. 

Mr.  Hamilton's  case  will  teach 
us  to  reflect  on  the  sad  consequences 
of  keeping  bad  company,  and  an 
attachment  to   gaming.     But  for 
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these  viceS)  he  might  have  lived 
happy  in  himfelf,  aod  a  credit  to  the 
worthy  family  from  which  he  was 
descended.  The  youth  who  will 
defote  those  hours  to  the  gaming, 
table  which  he  ought  to  employ  in 
the  honest  advancement  of  his  for. 
tune  can  eipect  only  to  be  reduced 
to  beggary  at  the  best:  but,  in  a 
thoosMid  instances,  as  well  as  the 


present,  the  consequences  have  been 
much  more  fatal. 

Hence  let  young  gentlemen  learn 
to  shun  the  gaming-table  as  thej 
would  a  |>e5tilencc,  to  proceed  in 
the  plain  path  of  honour  and  inte- 
grity, and  to  know  that  there  can  be 
no  true  happiness  in  a  departure 
from  the  line  of  virtue! 


JOSEPH 

BXSCUTED  FO 

This  roan  came  to  London  in 
search  of  a  livelihood,  and  for  some 
tiaie  maintained  himself  by  selling 
poultry  in  the  streets ;  but,  growing 
weary  of  that  employment,  he  en- 
listed  into  the  army,  in  which  he 
continued  nine  years ;  but,  having 
obtained  his  discharge,  he  became 
aoqnainted  with  a  set  of  thieves, 
who  committed  depredations  in  the 
neigkbourhood  of  London  ;  and, 
being  apprehended,  he  was  tried  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  and  whipped. 

Soon  after  he  obtained  his  liberty, 
he  returned  to  his  former  way  of 
life;  and,  being  taken  into  custody 
in  Hertfordshire,  he  was  tried,  con- 
victed, and  punished  by  burning  in 
the  hand.  After  this  he  began  the 
practice  of  robbing  higlers  on  the 
highway,  and  he  obtained  tho  ap. 
pellation  of  Chicken  Joe,  from  his 
siJigalar  dexterity  in  that  employ, 
meot 

^  After  continuing  in  this  way  of 
life  a  considerable  time,  he  com. 
neoced  footpad,  and  committed  a 
great  number  of  robberies  on  the 
roads  near  town,  escaping  detection 
for  a  long  while,  on  account  of  his 
wearing  a  mask  over  his  face. 

^  At  length  almost  all  his  compa. 
nions  were  hanged,  and  he  was  re. 
doccd  to  such  distress,  that  he  went 
once  more  on  the  road  to  supply 
himself  with  the  means  of  procur- 
iiig  the  necessaries  of  life.  Hay- 
iog  drank  at  an  alehouse  in  Kings* 


STILL, 

R  MUaDER. 

land  Road  till  his  spirits  were 
somewhat  elevated,  he  proceeded  to 
Stoke  Newington,  and,  after  saun- 
tering a  while  in  the  fields,  without 
meeting  with  any  person  whom  he 
durst  venture  to  attack,  he  went 
into  Queen  Elizabeth's  Walk,  be- 
bind  the  church,  where  he  saw  a 
gentleman's  servant,  whose  money 
he  demanded.  The  servant,  being 
determined  not  to  be  robbed,  con- 
tested the  matter  with  Scill,  and,  a 
battle  ensuing,  the  Tillain  drew  a 
knife,  and  stabbed  the  footman 
through  the  body. 

He  immediately  ran  away ;  bat, 
some  people  coming  by  while  the 
footman  was  sensible  enough  to  tell 
them  what  had  happened,  Still  was 
pursued,  taken,  and  brought  to  the 
spot  where  the  other  was  expiring; 
and,  being  searched,  the  bloody 
knifu  with  which  he  had  committed 
the  deed  was  found  in  his  pocket. 
The  man  died  after  declaring  that 
Still  was  the  murderer;  and  the 
latter  was  committed  to  Newgate; 
and,  being  indicted  at  the  Old  Bai- 
ley, the  jury  did  not  scruple  to  find 
him  guilty,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  receiTcd  sentence  of  death,  and 
was  executed  on  Stamford  Hill,  on 
the^id  of  March,  1717. 

The  progression  of  this  malefac- 
tor seems  to  hare  been  very  gradual, 
from  smaller  to  greater  crimes,  till 
at  length  his  life  paid  the  forfeit  for 
one  of  the  most  enormous.     Hence 
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majesty  King  George,  in  order  to    justification.     If  he  exhorted  the 


place  a  Popish   Pretender  on  his 
throne. 

^  It  is  Tery  sorprising  that  one  so 
joung  in  years  should  attempt  so 
wicked  an  enterprise ;  and  it  is 
more  amazing  that  you  should  still 
thus  defend  and  justify  it,  and  not 
only  think  that  there  is  no  harm  in 
it,  but  that  (he  action,  if  committed, 
would  haTe  been  meritorious. 

<  It  was  reasonable  to  think  that 
you  had  received  those  impressions 
which  incited  yon  to  this  under- 
taking from  some  of  those  false  and 
malicious  libels  which  hare  been  in- 
dustriously dispersed,  to  delude  un. 
wary  readers,  and  to  alienate  the 
minds  of  his  majesty's  subjects; 
and  it  appears  to  be  so  from  your 
own  confession,  that  you  had  im- 
bibed your  principles  from  sermons 
and  pamphlets,  which  make  you 
think  King  George  an  usurper,  and 
the  Pretender  your  lawful  king. 

^  Consider,  unhappy  young  man, 
whether  you  may  not  be  in  an 
error ;  and  what  1  now  suggest  to 
you  is  not  to  reproach  you,  or  to 
aggravate  jour  crime,  but  proceeds 
from  compa^bion,  and  with  a  regard 
to  your  further  consideration  before 
you  go  out  of  the  world  ;  that  you 
may.  be  convinced  of  your  error, 
and  retract  it. 

^  The  notions  you  entertain  are 
contrary  to  the  sense  of  the  nation  ; 
who  found  by  experience  that  their 
religion,  their  laws,  and  liberties, 
were  jn  imminent  danger  from  a 
Popish  prince  ;  and  therefore  they 
rescued  themselves  from  that  danger, 
and  excluded  Papists  for  the  future 
from  the  crown,  and  settled  it  on 
his  majesty  aud  his  heirs,  being 
Protestants ;  which  has  been  con. 
firmed  by  many  parliaments,  and 
the  nation  feels  the  good  effects  of 
so  happy  an  establishment. 

^  ^  It  seems  strange  that  you  should 
AiatMiMpMssMge  in  St.  Paul  for  your 


Christians  to  submit  to  the  Roman 
emperors,  even  though  they  should 
be  tyrants,  how  comes  it  that  you, 
a  private  youth,  should  not  only 
judge  of  the  title  of  kings,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  sense  of  so  many  par. 
liaments ;  but  that  you  should  think 
yourself  authorized  to  murder  a 
prince  in  peaceable  possession  of 
the  throne,  and  by  whom  his  sub- 
jects are  protected  in  (he  enjoy- 
ment of  all  their  rights  and  privi- 
leges, and  of  every  thing  that  is 
dear  and  valuable  to  mankind  ? 

'  You  mention  in  your  papers  as 
if  you  must  expect  (he  most  cruel 
tortures.  No,  unfortunate  youth, 
the  king  you  will  not  own  uses  no 
cruel  tortures  to  his  subjects.  Ut 
is  king  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
land,  and  by  them  he  governs :  and 
as  you  have  transgressed  those  laws 
in  the  highest  degree,  the  public 
justice  requires  that  you  should 
submit  to  the  sentence  ordained  for 
such  an  otiendcr  ;  which  is-^ 

'  That  you  be  led  from  henoe  to 

the  place  from  whence  yon  came ; 

from  thence  you  are  to  be  drawn 

upon  a  hurdle  to  the  place  of  exe. 

cution,  and  there  you  are  to  be 

hanged  by  the  neck  ;  and,  beiag 

alive,  to  be  cut  down,  your  bowels 

to  be  taken  out  of  your  belly,  and 

there  burnt,  you  being  alive :  yoar 

head  is  to  be  cut  off,  and  yoar  body 

to  be  divided  into  four  quarters; 

and  your  head  and  quarters  in  be 

disposed  of    as   his  majesty  shall 

think  fit.    A  nd  Grod  Almighty  have 

mercy  on  your  soul.' 

A  iter  sentence  was  passed,  Shep- 
pard  confessed  that  the  reading 
some  sermons,  and  other  pamphlets, 
had  induced  him  to  think  that  it 
would  be  a  meritorious  act  to  kill  the 
king ;  and  that  he  was  convinced  ho 
was  the  agent  destined  by  Provi. 
dence  to  accomplish  the  deed. — The 
Ordinary  of  Newgate  told  him  that 
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be  ihoiiIJ  have  pnyed  that  >iich 
wicked  Hntimcnti  migbt  be  re- 
norol  from  ti'a  mind.  Uii  reply 
wtt,  that  *  he  had  prayed  ;  And 
that)  in  proportion  u  he  prayed,  ho 
wuMmacb  the  more  encouraged 
and  confirmed  in  the  lawfulncti  of 
hU  daign.' 

The  unhappy  youth  wu  now 
lirited  by  »  nonjuring  clergyinan, 
between  whom  and  the  Ordinary 
there  were  repealed  tjDarrels,  which 
coatbiucit  olmott  to  the   laat 


inonU  of  Shcppard'a  life  ;  for  Ihcy 
wrangled  c*eh  at  the  place  of  etc 
ciitiun  ;  nor  did  the  debate  ceuo 
till  the  Ordinary  ijuitled  (bo  cart, 
Mill  left  the  other  tu  inilruct  and 
pray  with  the  malefactur  ai  lie 
thought  proper. 

Sheppard  wai  ciccutcdat'l'ybarn 
a  few  hours  after  the  Marqnis  of 
Paleotti,  on  the  ITth  of  March, 
1718. 


THE  HARQUIS 
UECDTEn  roa  the  mu. 

Tau  raih  man  wu  the  head  of  a 
HUe  family  in  Italy,  and,  like 
CalMd  Hamilton,  wai  brought  to 
*  graceful  death,  through  tbo 
Weof  gaming,  with  all  the  aggra. 
••W  horran  of  Buffering  In  a 
"tfMge  cDontry ;  thui  doubly  dis. 
p«ing  the  hoDonn  of  his  home. 

ferdbiando  Marqou  dc  PaleolU 


DB  PALEOTTI, 

BOBR  OT  Ula  aEavANI. 

wat  bom  at  Bologna,  in  Italy,  and 
In  the  reign  of  Qucon  Anne  was  a 
colonel  in  the  Imperial  army. 

The  canie  of  fait  coming  to  Eng- 
land aroie  from  the  folluwing  dr. 
cnroilancc  :7-The  Duke  of  Shrew*. 
bary>  being  at  Rome  in  the  latter  end- 
of  King  William's  reign,  fell  In  loro 
with,  and  pi^d  his  uldressct  to,  the 
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sister  of  Palcotti ;  and  the  ladj  fol- 
lowing  (he  Duke  to  Augsburgh  in 
Germany,  Ihcy  were  there  married, 
after  she  had  first  renounced  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion.  The 
duchess  ri-siding  m-ith  her  husband 
in  England,  and  the  marquis  hafing 
quitted  the  Imperial  army  on  the 
peace  of  Utrecht,  he  came  to  this 
country  to  see  his  sister. 

Being  fond  of  an  extravagant 
course  of  life,  and  attached  to 
gaming,  he  solbn  ran  in  debt  for  con* 
siderablc  sums.  His  sister  paid  his 
debts  for  some  time,  till  she  found 
it  would  be  a  burdensome  and  end- 
less task.  Though  she  declined  to 
assist  him  as  usual,  he  continued  hif 
former  course  of  Ufc  till  he  was  im- 
prisoned  for  debt;  but  his  sister 
privately  procured  his  liberty,  and  he 
was  discharged  without  knowing 
who  had  conferred  the  favour  on 
him. 

After  his  enlargement,  he  adopted 
his  old  plan  of  extravagance ;  and, 
being  one  day  walking  in  the  street, 
he  directed  his  servant  an  Italian,  to 
go  and  borrow  some  money.  The 
servant,  having  met  with  freqn^t 
denials,  declined  going:  on  which 
the  Marqnii  drew  his  sword,  and 
killed  him  on  the  spot. 

Being  instantly  apprehended,  he 
waa  committed  to  prison,  tried  at 


the  next  sessions,  and,  being  con- 
victed on  full  evidence,  he  received 
sentence  of  death.  The  Duke  of 
Shrewsbury  being  dead,  and  his 
duchess  having  little  interest  or  ac- 
quaintance in  England,  it  appears 
as  if  po  endeavours  were  used  to 
save  the  marquis,  who  suffered  at 
Tyburn  on  the  17th  of  March,  1718. 
Italian  pride  had  taken  deep  root 
in  the  mind  of  this  man.  He  de> 
flared  it  to  be  disgraceful  to  thu 
country  to  put  a  nobleman  to  death, 
like  a  common  malefactor,  for  kill- 
ing his  servant;  and  lamented  that 
our  churches,  as  in  Italy,  did  not 
afford  a  sanctuary  for  murderers. 
Englishmen,  however,  are  thankful 
that  neither  of  this  marquis's  desires 
preTail  in  their  country,  where  the 
law  makes  no  distinction  in  offend* 
ers.  To  his  last  moment  this  pride 
of  aristocracy  was  predominant  in 
his  mind.  Me  petitioned  the  sheriffs 
that  his  body  should  not  be  defiled 
by  touching  the  unhappy  English- 
men doomed  to  suffer  with  him,  and 
that  he  might  die  before  them,  and 
alone*  The  sheriffs,  in  conrtttj  to 
a  stranger,  granted  thb  request,  and 
thus,  in  his  last  struggle,  he  main, 
talned  the  superiority  of  bis  ranki-*- 
Vain  man  I  of  what  avail  were  his 
titles  in  the  presence  of  the  Al- 
mighty ? 


JOHN  PRICE,  COMMONLY  CALLED  JACK  KETCH, 

EXECUTED  FOa  TUE  MURDER  OF  ELIZABETH  WHITE. 

WuEif  we    commenced   our  la-  executions.     The  dreadful  fate  at- 

hours  among  the  musty  records  of  tending  those  who  had  died  by  his 

criminal  convictions,  little  did  we  hands,  their  sufferings    of    mind, 

imagine   that   we  should  find   the  confessions  and  exhortations  to  the 

public  execntioner,  vulgarly  called  s|iectators  to  l>e  warned  by  their 

Jack  Ketch,  to  have  been  himself  example   against  the   violation  of 

suspended  on  that  fatal  tree  to  which  the  law,  it  seems,  had  no  effect  on 

he  had  tied  up  such  a  number  of  Jack  Ketch, 

sinners.     Here  have  we  the  fullest  The  callous  wretch  who,  in  the 

proof    of    the  hardness    of  heart  year  1718,   filled   this   office,  was 

cremted  by  repeatedly  witnessing  named  John  Price.     He  was  bom 
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In  the  pirifh  of  St.  Martin's  in  the 
Fiddly  London,  of  reputable  pa. 
renti;  his  father  having  been  in  the 
lerw ice  of  his  country,  but  unfortu- 
nately blown  up  at  the  demolish, 
ing  of  Tangier*  From  her  loss, 
the  widow  was  reduced  to  poverty, 
which  rendered  her  unable  of  giving 
an  education  to  her  orphan  chil- 
dren :  hot  she  succeeded  in  putting 
John  apprentice  to  a  dealer  in  rags ; 
a  basiness  by  which  he  might  have 
earned  an  honest  livelihood.  When 
be  had  served  two  years  of  his  ap. 
prendceship  his  master  died,  and 
soon  after  he  ran  away  from  his 
mistress,  and  got  employment  in 
the  loading  of  waggons  with  rags 
for  other  dealers.  He  thon  went 
to  sea,  and  served  with  credit,  on 
board  different  ships  in  the  royal 
navy,  for  the  space  of  eighteen 
years ;  bnt  at  length  was  paid  off 
and  discharged  from  further  service. 
I1ie  office  of  public  executioner 
becoming  vacant,  it  was  given  to 
Piice,who,  but  for  his  extravagance, 
might  have  long  continued  in  it,  and 
mbsisted  on  its  dreadfolly-carned 
^^agei.  On  returning  from  an  execu. 
tion,  in  the  cart  which  had  deliver. 
ed  some  criminals  into  his  bands, 
he  was  arrested  In  Holbom  for  debt, 
which  he  discharged,  in  part,  with 
the  wages  he  bad  that  day  earned, 
and  the  remainder  from  the  pro- 
duce of  three  salts  of  clothes,  vhich 
he  had  Cakenfrom  the  bodies  of  the 
executed  men.  Not  long  afterwards 
he  was,  lodged  in  the  Marshalsea 
prison  for  other  debts,  and  there 
remained  for  want  of  bail ;  in  con- 
sequence whereof,  being  unable  to 
attend  his  business  at  the  next 
aessions  of  the  Old  Bailey,  one  Wil- 
liam  Marvel  was  appointed  in  his 
itead. 

Hsfing  continued  some  time 
longer  in  the  Marshalsea,  he  and  a 
fellow-prisoner  broke  a  hole  in  the 
Vail,  through  which  they  made  their 


escape;  and  soon  after  this  Price 
committed  the  horrid  murder  for 
which  his  life  paid  the  forfeit. 

John  Price  was  indicted  at  the 
Old  Bailey  on  the  i4th  of  April, 
1718,  for  the  murder  of  Elizabietfa, 
the  wife  of  William  White,  on  the 
13th  of  the  preceding  month. 

In  the  course  of  the  evidence  it 
appeared  that  Price  met  the  de* 
ceased  near  ten  at  night  in  Moor, 
fields,  and  attempted  to  ravish  her ; 
but  the  poor  woman  (who  was  tho 
wife  of  a  watchman,  and  sold  gin- 
gerbread  in  the  streets)  doing  all  ia 
her  power  to  resist  his  villainous  at* 
tacks,  he  beat  her  so  cruelly  that 
streams  of  blood  issued  from  her 
eyes  and  mouth,  one  of  herarma  was 
broken,  some  of  her  teeth  knocked 
out,  her  head  bruised  in  a  most  dread- 
ful  manner,  one  of  her  eyes  forced 
from  the  socket ;  and  he  otherwise 
so  ill  treated  her  that  the  language 
of  decency  cannot  describe  it. 

Some  persons,  hearing  the  cries  of 
the  unhappy  creature,  repaired  to 
the  spot,  took  Price  into  custody, 
and  lodged  him  in  the  watch-house  ; 
then  conveyed  the  woman  to  4 
house,  where  a  surgeon  and  nurse 
were  sent  for  to  attend  her.  Being 
unable  to  speak,  she  answered  the 
nurse's  questions  by  signs,  and  In 
that  manner  described  what  bad 
happened  to  her.  She  died,  after 
having  languished  four  days. 

The  prisoner,  on  hb  trial,  denied 
being  guilty  of  the  fact ;  and  said 
that,  as  he  was  crossing  Moorfields, 
be  found  something  lying  In  his 
way ;  that  he  kicked  at  it,  but  dis- 
covered  that  it  was  a  woman :  be 
lifted  her  up,  but  she  could  not 
stand  on  her  legs  ;  and  he  said  that 
he  was  taken  into  custody  while  ho 
was  thus  employed.  This  defence^ 
however,  could  not  be  credited, 
from  what  some  former  evidences 
had  sworn  ;  and  the  jury  did  not 
hesitate  to  find  him  guilty. 
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After  seDtenoe  of  death  was  passed 
on  him,  he  abandoned  himself  to  the 
drinking  of  spirituoas  liquors  to 
sachadegrce  as  rendered  him  totally 
incapable  of  all  the  exercises  of  de« 
Totion.  He  obstinately  denied  the 
fact  till  the  day  of  his  execution, 
when  he  confessed  that  he  had  been 
guilty  of  it ;  but  said  that  the  crime 
was  perpetrated  when  he  was  in  a 
state  of  intoxication.  He  was  exe- 
cuted  in  Bunhill.fields,  on  the  Sist 
of  May,  1718,  and,  in  his  last  mo- 
ments,  begged  the  prayers  of  the 
multitude,  and  hoped  they  would 
take  warning  by  his  untimely  end. 
He  was  afterwards  hnng  in  chains 
near  Holloway. 

Onewonld  imagine  that  the  dread- 
ful scenes  of  calamity  to  which  this 
man  had  been  witness,  if  they  had 
not  taught  him  humanity,  would  at 
least  ha? e  given  him  wisdom  enough 


not  to  have  perpetrated  a  erime  tiiat 
must  necessarily  bring  him  to  a 
similarly  fatal  end  to  what  he  had  so 
often  seen  of  others:  but  perhaps 
his  profession  tended  rather  to 
harden  his  mind  than  otherwise. 

The  murder  of  which  Price  was 
guilty  appears  to  hare  been  one  of 
the  most  barbarous  and  unprovoked 
we  efer  remember  to  have  read  of: 
and  his  pretence  that  he  was  drunk 
when  he  perpetrated  it  was  no  sort 
of  excuse,  since  drunkeness  itself  is 
a  crime,  and  one  which  frequently 
leads  to  the  commission  of  others. 

The  lesson  to  be  learnt  from  the 
fate  of  this  man  is  to  moderate  our 
passions  of  every  kind,  and  to  live 
by  the  rules  of  temperance  and  so- 
briety. We  are  told,  from  the  best 
authority,  that  ^  hands  that  shed  in- 
nocent blood  are  an  abomination  to 
the  Lord.' 


LIEUTENANT  EDWARD  BIRD, 

EXECUTED  FOll  THE  MURDER  OF  SAMUEL  LOXTOIT. 


Mr.  Bird  was  born  at  Windsor, 
in  Berkshire,  and  descended  of  re- 
spectable parents,  who,  having  first 
sent  him  to  Westminster  School, 
then  removed  him  to  Eton  College. 
When  he  had  finished  his  studies,  he 
was  sent  to  make  the  tour  of  France 
and  Italy,  and,  on  his  return  to 
England,  was  honoured  with  the 
commission  of  a  lieutenant  in  a  re- 
giment of  horse. 

Before  he  had  been  long  in  the 
army,  he  began  to  associate  with 
abandoned  company  of  both  sexes, 
which  finally  led  to  the  commission 
of  the  crime  which  cost  him  his  life. 

On  the  10th  of  January,  1719, 
be  was  indicted  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
for  the  murder  of  Samuel  Loiton. 
It  appeared  on  his  trial  that  he  had 
taken  a  woman  of  the  town  to  a 


house  of  ill  fame  in  Silver  Street, 
where  Loxton  was  a  waiter*  £arly 
in  the  morning  he  ordered  a  bath  to 
be  got  ready  ;*  but  Loxton,  being 
busy,  sent  another  waiter^  at  whom 
Bird,  in  a  fit  of  passion,  inade  seve- 
ral passes  with  his  sword,  which  be 
avoided  by  holding  the  door  in  his 
hand ;  but  the  prisoner  ran  after 
him,  threw  him  down  stairs,  .and 
broke  some  of  his  ribs.  On  this 
the  master  and  mistress  of  the 
house,  and  Loxton,  went  into  the 
room,  and  attempted  to  appease 
him  ;  but  Bird,  enraged  that  the 
bath  had  not  been  prepared  the 
moment  he  ordered  it,  seized  his 
sword,  which  lay  by  the  bed-side, 
and,  stabbing  Loxton,  he  fell  back- 
wards, and  died  immediately ;  on 
which  the  offender  was  taken  into 
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*  In  those  days  this  description  of  housetwas  generally  provided  with  hot  baths  ;  a 
"^  aeeesMMry  ^t^  aflrer  such  debauches,  and  hence  called  Bagoios.     In  modern  tiinei 
uUiaetB  of  Out  nnture  tmkei  im  due  course. 
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cvstodj,  and  committed  to  Newgate. 
His  cue  stood  for  trial  in  Octo. 
ber,  bot,  pleftfliog  that  he  was  not 
retdjr  with  his  defence,  it  was  pnt 
off  till  Dooember)  and  then  again  to 
Januarj,  on  his  physician  making 
affidafit  that  he  was  too  ill  to  be 
reowred  from  his  chamber. 

Beiag  convicted  on  the  clearest 
efideBce,  he  received  sentence  of 
death;  but,  great  interest  being 
made  In  his  behalf,  he  was  re- 
prieTed,  and  It  was  thought  he 
woold  have  been  pardoned,  on  con- 
diticm  of  transportation,  but  for  the 
iaterreiition  of  the  following  cir- 
caontance: 

The  friends  of  Loxton,  hearing 
thata  rq>rieTe  was  granted,  advised 
hb  widow  to  lodge  an  appeal  at 
the  bar  of  the  Court  of  King's 
Beach ;  and  she  went  thither  with 
lOBie  friends,  to  give  security  for 
that  purpose :  but  the  relations  of 
Bird,  hearing  what  was  intended, 
were  ready  in  Court,  with  witnesses, 
to  depose  (hat  this  was  the  second 
wife  of  Loiton,  his  first  being  still 
living.  This  being  the  fact,  the 
Coart  refused  to  admit  the  appeal, 
u  fte  second  could  not  be  a  law. 
falvib. 

Tib  afiair  occasioned  so  much 
daaoir,  that  Bird  was  ordered  for 
**KafioB  on  Monday,  the  ^3d  of 
Fcbfiary;  on  the  night  preceding 
^Uhe  took  a  dose  of  poison  ;  but 
Iteaot  operating  as  he  had  ex- 
pKted,  he  stabbed  himself  in  several 
Pisces.  Yet,  however,  he  lived  (ill 
tWaumiing,  when  he  was  taken  to 
Tybani  in  a  mourning«coach,  at- 
^B*M  by  his  mother  and  the  Ordi- 
^9i  Newgate. 

As  he  had  paid  little  attention  to 
^  bstrnctlons  of  the  Ordinary 
*Ue  under  confinement,  so  he 
*Med  equally  indifferent  to  his  ail- 
^  hi  the  last  moments  of  his  life, 
hbg  mdnlged  to  stay  an  hour  in 
^  eoach  with  his  mother,  he  was 


pnt  into  the  cart,  where  he  asked 
for  a  glass  of  wine  ;  but,  being  told 
it  could  not  be  had,  he  begged  m 
pinch  of  snuff,  which  he  took  with 
apparent  unconcern,  wishing  health 
to  those  who  stood  near  him.  He 
then  rehearsed  the  apostles'  creed, 
and,  being  tied  up,  was  launched 
into  eternity,  on  the  93d  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1719,  in  the  27th  year  of 
his  age. 

He  declined  making  any  speech, 
but  delivered  the  following  paper  to 
his  friends  the  day  before  his  exe- 
cution  : 

^  It  will  be  expected  that  I  should 
say  something,  at  this  time,  as  to  the 
fact  I  am  going  to  suffer  for. 

^  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  I  did 
not  kill  the  deceased,  but  humbly 
conceive  that  both  the  laws  of  God 
and  man  will  justify  self-defence  ; 
which  I  call  God  to  witness,  into 
whose  arms  of  mercy  I  am  now 
going  to  throw  myself,  was  mj 
case. 

'  Unhappy  is  that  gentleman  who 
falls  into  such  hands  ;  for  there  was 
not  one  evidence  for  the  king  that 
was  not  manifestly  perjured,  as  I 
have  faithfully  set  forth  in  m^ 
prin(ed  case,  with  all  the  justice* 
person  espocting  nothing  less  than 
death  was  capable  of.  And  it  is 
also  as  evident  that  the  proper  evi. 
deuces  on  my  side  were  never  call- 
ed. I  wish  I  could  persuade  myself 
that  mismanagement  did  not  pro- 
ceed from  the  infidelity  of  my  attor- 
ney, employed  in  my  trial ;  for  it 
appears  but  too  evident  that  he 
never  made  one  regular  step  towards 
my  interest;  and  I  wish  I  could 
aver  that  he  did  not  arm  my  enemies 
against  me. 

'  After  all  this,  his  majesty,  in  his 
great  wisdom,  thought  fit  to  grant 
me  a  reprieve,  and  ordered  me  for 
transportation  ;  but  the  restless  ma- 
lice of  my  enemies  would  not  fix 
here. 
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'  The  pretended  widow  of  the  de- 
eeased  lodges  an  appeal  against  me. 
How  ihe  had  a  right  so  to  do  I 
leave  those  gentlemen  learaed  in  the 
law  to  determine :  yet  this,  with  her 
fftllacioot  petition,  found  entrance 
to  the  royal  fountain,  and  turned 
that  former  stream  of  mercy  from 
me ;  canslng  his  majesty  to  recede 
from  his  first  degree  of  mercy,  and 
order  my  execution  ;  under  which 
sentence  I  still,  with  all  humility, 
submit. 

'Another  reflection,  lam  credibly 
informed,  is  cast  upon  me,  in  onler 
to  make  my  load  the  greater ;  which 
if,  that  I  was  frequently  Tisited, 
during  my  confinement,  and  even 
since  my  conriction,  by  lewd  and 
infamous  women.  I  cannot  say  that 
I  have  not  been  fisited  by  divers 
women,  but  do  not  know  them  to 
be  such :  some  of  them  were  rela* 
tions,  and  other  persons  who  had 
business  with  me  relating  to  my  tin. 
happy  circumstances.  What  will 
not  malice  invent? 

'  Thero  is  one  thing  more  which  I 
omitted  in  my  printed  case,  relating 
to  my  adversary's  evidence  ;  depo. 
sing  that  the  deceased  Loxton  fell 
without  the  door :  which,  1  declare 
solemnly.  Is  ntterly  false ;  for  h  hat 
was  done  was  in  the  room  ;  I  was 
not  off  from  my  bed  when  the 
aoeident  happened ;  and,  when  he 
dropped,  he  fell  backwards  upon 
the  bed. 

^  I  might  take  notice  of  many 
mone  false  aspersions,  but  will  omit 
them;  having,  I  thank  my  God, 
fbrgfven  them  all. 

'In  the  next  place,  it  will  be  ex- 
pected  that  I  say  something  of  my 
religion. 

'I  declare  that  I  die  a  Protestant, 
akid  of  the  communion  of  the 
Chttrdi  of  England,  whose  doctrine 
tenehcs  me  to  forgive  my  enemies^ 
'*4iM Biaamrelf  I  do;  humbly  beg. 

fMiibeMame  Ume,  that  ail  th&9e 


whom,  through  Inadvertency,  heat  of 
blood,  or  any  juvenile  folly,  I  have 
offended,  will  do  the  same  by  me. 

^  As  for  the  manifold  reflections 
cast  upon  me  since  my  confinesieBt, 
the  pretended  widow's  violent  pro. 
secution,  the  farrier's  notoriously 
false  affidavit,  and  all  other  offences 
committed  against  me,  I  heartily 
forgire  them. 

'  And,  to  conclude,  I  wish  all  gen- 
tlemen would  only  weigh  the  fatal 
cause  of  my  unhappy  exit,  and 
avoid  all  such  houses  as  that  the 
scene  of  this  misfortune  was  first  laid 
in  :  let  me  be  an  example  to  them 
to  avoid  those  rocks  I  have  split 
upon ;  that  they  may,  with  less  dif. 
ficolty  than  I  have  found  It,  be  able 
to  compose  their  thoughts  (which 
I  thank  God  I  have  done),  through 
the  assistance  of  his  divine  Spirit, 
and  sink  into  a  willing  resignation 
to  his  divine  will. 

<  Edward  Bieik' 

This  unfortunate  youth  seems  to 
have  fallen  ^  sacriflce  to  the  irrega. 
larity  and  violence  of  hb  own  pas. 
sions,  to  the  pride  of  his  heart,  and 
his  love  of  lawless  pleasure.  Uenee 
let  theyouth  who  read  this  betaaght 
to  walk  in  the  plain  paths  of  so. 
bricty  and  discretion,  ^  neither  turn- 
ing aside  to  the  right  hand  nor  the 
left.'  His  taking  poison  and  stab, 
bing  himself,  to  defbat  the  esecntiou 
of  the  law,  is  a  strong  proof  of  that 
pride  of  heart  we  have  mentioned. 
He  could  be  guilty  of  a  crime  de. 
serving  the  utmost  ignominy,  but 
dreaded  to  sustain  it.  Humility, 
then,  is  another  doctrine  to  be 
learnt  from  the  fate  of  this  man. 

The  situation  of  Bird's  mother, 
in  her  attending  him  to  Tyburn, 
must  have  beeki  dreadful  beyond  all 
expression !  Mr.  Bind  had  been  well 
educated,  and  ought  to  have  made 
a  different  retvm  to  the  care  of  his 
parents.  Wotben  in  general,  how. 
ever,  should  cMkiUitt  th«t  it  Is  by  a 
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religious  education  that  tbe  mind  of  instances :  ^  Train  up  a  child  in  the 

the  child  is  most  likely  to  be  guarded  way  he  should  go  ;  and  when  he  is 

from  the  contamination  of  ▼  ice.  The  old  he  will  not  depart  therefrom.' 
sacred  maxim  will  hold  good  in  most 


CATHERINE  JONES, 

TRIED  FOn  BIGAMY. 


Cathebine  Jones  was  indicted 
at  the  OU  Bailey,  on  the  5th  of 
Septenber,  1719,  for  marrying 
Constuitine  Boone,  during  the  life 
of  her  former  husband,  John  Row- 
land. 

•  Proof  was  made  that  she  was 
■larried  to  Rowland,  in  the  year 
1713,  at  a  house  in  the  Mint, 
SoBthwark;  and  that,  six  years 
afterwards,  while  her  husband  was 
abroad,  she  was  again  ijiarried,  iu 
the  same  house,  to  Constantine 
Booae;  but  Rowland,  soon  return- 
ing  to  England,  caused  his  wife  to 
be  indicted  for  this  crime. 

The  prisoner  did  not  hesitate  to 
acknowledge  the  double  marriage, 
bat  insisted  that  the  latter  was 
illegal,  as  Boone  was  an  herma- 
phrodile,  and  had  been  shown  as 
saeh  at  South wark  and  Bartholo- 
mew fairs,  and  at  other  places. 

To  profe  this  a  person  swore 
that  he  knew  Boone  when  a  child, 
^^  his  (or  her)  mother  dressed  it 


in  girls'  apparel,  and  caused  it  to  bo 
instructed  in  needle-work,  till  it 
had  attained  the  age  of  twelrc 
years,  when  it  turned  many  amf 
toent  to  sea. 

These  last  words  were  those  of 
the  deposition;  and  the  fact  was 
confirmed  by  Boone,  who  appeared 
in  Court,  acknowledged  being  an 
hermaphrodite,  and  having  been 
publicly  shown  in  that  character. 

Other  witnesses  deposed  that  the 
female  sex  prcTailed  o?er  thai  of 
the  male  in  the  party  iu  question ; 
on  which  the  jury  acquitted  the 
prisoner. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  how 
much  this  aflfair  was  the  subject  of 
the  public  conversation  at,  and  long 
after,  the  time  that  it  happened: 
and  it  would  be  idle  to  make  any 
serious  remarks  on  it.  We  can 
only  express  onr  astonishment  that 
an  hermaphrodite  should  think  of 
such  a  glaring  absurdity  as  the 
taking  a  wife ! 


JOHN  MATTHEWS, 

EXECUTED  FOn  HIGH  TRCASOK. 


JoHv  Matthews  was  the  son  of  a 
printer  in  Aldersgate  Street,  to 
whom  he  was  apprenticed  ;  but,  his 
father  dyiog,  he  continued  to  serTe 
vith  his  mother.  Having  made  con. 
ocxions  with  some  persons  of  Ja- 
cobitical  principles,  he  printed  some 
Wjm  against  the  government,  for 
which  he  was  once  taken  into  ens- 
^y  f  but,  the  evidence  being  in- 
complete, he  was  dismissed. 


Encouraged  by  this  escape,  he 
was  induced  to  print  a  pamphlet, 
entitled  ^  Ex  Ore  tuo  tc  Judico: 
Vox  Populi  vox  Dei.'*  For  this 
offence  he  was  brought  to  his  trial 
ou  the  30th  of  October,  1710,  when 
it  appeared  that  he  had  com  posed 
the  pages  of  the  pamphlet  in  quel-  ^ 
tion,  but  locked  them  up,  lest  they 
should  be  found,  and  made  use  of 
to  his  prejudice. 


That  is, 'Out  of  thv  awn  ranuih  will  I  iuduc  thee:* — '  the  vuic«  of  the  people  is 
»ncToJceofCod.'  «-    r 
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An  elder  brother  of  Matthews, 
apprchendiDg  that  the  yoath  might 
endanger  himself  bj  his  propensity 
to  the  printing  sach  pamphlets,  di- 
rected  a  joomeyman,  named  Lav. 
rcnce  Vexey,  to  lock  op  the  door 
of  the  printing-office  every  night, 
and  bring  him  the  key :  but  Teiey, 
like  a  Tillaln  as  he  was,  first  suf. 
fered  the  yonng  fellow  to  print  the 
supposed  treasonable  matter,  and 
Ihen  gare  evidence  against  him. 

A  general  warrant  being  granted 
by  the  secretary  of  state,  for  the 
search  of  Mrs.  Matthews's  house, 
the  messengers  of  government 
found  a  number  of  the  snpposed 
libel  in  a  room  which  the  prisoner 
acknowledged  to  belong  to  him  ;  on 
which  he  was  carried  before  the 
secretary  of  state,  who  committed 
him  to  Newgate,  on  his  refusing  to 
give  up  the  author. 

When  Matthews  was  arraigned 
at  the  bar,  Vezcy  swore  that  the 
prisoner  brought  the  form,  contain, 
ing  part  of  the  book,  to  the  press, 
and  bid  him  pull  a  proof  of  It, 
which  he  did  ;  and  that  the  prisoner 
afterwards  came  down  to  him,  and 
said  that  the  pages  had  been  trans. 
posed,  but  he  had  now  put  Ihcm 
right ;  and  he  then  pulled  him  an. 
other  proof:  he  said  that  then  the 
prisoner  desired  this  evidence  to 
come  early  in  the  morning  to  work 


Vciey  for  hb  trooble.  This  evi« 
denoe  was  likewise  confirmed  by 
Harper,  as  for  as  he  was  cooeeraad 
in  the  transaction,  and  he  added 
that  he  saw  the  prisoner  compotiBg 
tlie  matter  *  from  the  manoscript 
copy. 

The  counsel  for  the  crown  ei- 
erted  their  utmost  abilities  to  aggra. 
rate  the  crime  of  the  prisoner,  and, 
the  king's  messengers  swearing  to 
as  much  as  they  knew  of  the  afiair, 
Matthews  was  found  guilty,  and 
sentence  of  death  was  passed  on  him. 

After  condemnation  he  was  at. 
tended  by  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Skerrett,  who  also  accompanied  him 
to  the  place  of  execution.  His 
whole  behaviour  after  sentence  was 
such  as  might  be  expected  from  one 
who  had  too  much  sense  to  expect 
favour  from  the  people  then  in 
power ;  for  it  was  not  enstoaiary 
with  the  ministers  of  George  the 
First  to  extend  mercy  to  persons 
conTicted  of  treasonable  ofiences: 
but  perhaps  their  seeming  want  of 
humanity  will  appear  the  moie  ex- 
cusable if  we  reflect  on  the  fatal 
consequences  that  might  have  ensned 
from  the  rebellion  in  1715. 

But  nothing  can  excuse  the 
method  they  took  to  obtain  evi- 
dence in  this  case.  It  b  but  of 
late  years  that  the  issuing  of  general 
warrants    has    been    legally   con- 


off  the  sheets,  saying  that  he  himself    demned  ;  and  Englbhmen  are  not  a 
would  take  care  of  the  paper,  and     little  obliged  to  the  man  who  pro- 


that  every  thing  should  be  ready. 

Accordingly  Vezey  went  early 
next  morning,  intending  to  call  up 
William  Harper,  the  apprentice; 
bnt  the  prisoner  came  to  the  door, 
let  him  In,  and  called  Harper,  who 
assbted  Vexey  in  working  off  the 
sheets,  Matthews  standing  by,  and 
taking  them  from  the  press,  for  the 
greater  expedition  :  and,  when  the 
work  was  done,  the  prisoner  paid 


cured  the  condemnation  of  those 
warrants.  Happily,  we  can  now 
sit  quietly,  and  write  our  sentiments 
in  our  own  houses,  without  being 
Ifaible  to  have  our  papers  seuEed  by 
the  arbitrary  mandates  of  a  secretary 
of  sUte.  While  we  recollect  that 
we  are  obliged  for  thb  favour  in  a 
great  degree  to  the  perseverance  of 
Mr.  Wilkes,  we  should  not  forget 
that  the  judicial  determination  of 
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Lord  Cmdai  perfected  (he  plan  to 
happily  begaoy  umI  to  steadily 
pviMid. 

The  alu>f e.4Beiitioaed  Joha  Mat* 
thews  was  eiecnted  at  Tybarn  on 
the  I6th  of  November,  1719,  before 
he  had  eoapleled  the  19th  year  of 
his  mb\  and  was  pitied  by  erery 
one  who  had  not  lost  the  oomraon 
feelings  of  homaoity. 

Froa  the  fate  of  Matthews  young 
gentknen  in  the  same  line  of  bnsu 
ncsi  slKiold  be  tanght  to  be  cautions 
bow  they  engage  In  the  printing  of 
political  pamphlets ;  for  though,  to 
the  credit  of  the  good  sense  and  ha. 
■anity  of  the  present  age,  there  is 
now  much  less  danger  than  there 
fonnerly  was,  yet  recent  experience 
has  taaght  ns  that  great  trouble  and 


expense  niny  ensue,  where  all  risk 
of  life  Is  out  of  the  question. 

We  should  all  pray  that  we  may 
live  to  see  the  time  when  the  liberty 
of  the  press  will  be  eslablbhed  hi 
its  fullest  extent,  and  when  no 
Tillain  will  dare  to  be  guilty  of  an 
atrocious  action,  lest  some  honest 
man  should  reproach  him  with  It  im 
public.  By  this,  however,  we  do 
not  mean  to  encourage  the  ifont- 
Uou$n€s$  of  the  press^-detested  be 
the  heart  that  should  dictate,  and 
the  hand  that  should  write,  a  line  to 
destroy  domestic  happiness,  or  cor* 
rode  the  mind  of  one  worthy  IndU 
vidnal :  but  the  public  villain  should 
be  ever  held  up  as  the  object  of 
public  scorn  and  censure ! 


BARBARA  SPENCER, 


I 


STRANCLEB,  AND  THIN 

This  woman  being  the  first  suf- 
faier  for  coining  which  we  find 
among  the  criminal  records  of  the 
Ittt  century,  we  shall  give  a  few  ge- 
nersl  comments  on  the  crime  itself, 
and  the  law  provided  for  punishing 
the  oisnce,  previous  to  entering 
apon  her  particular  case* 

The  n^schief  arising  from  the 
coanteKiating  the  current  coin  of 
the  realm  rmches  to  every  door. 
A  poor  man,  cheated  by  a  single 
base  sUIIiBg,  frequently  sustains  a 
loss  graaler  than  an  extensive  for- 
f/ttj  to  the  wealthy  merchant. 

Coiaing,  or  uttering  base  money, 
is  high  treason  in  the  second  degree. 
To  rob  all  the  people  is  to  be  a 
tnitor  to  the  state.  But  It  is  asked 
whether  a  merchant  who  imports  in. 
gate  of  gold  from  America,  and  pri* 
ntdy  converts  them  into  good  mo- 
esf,  be  guilty  of  high  treason,  and 
■wits  death  which  is  the  punish- 
ment annexed  to  this  crime  in  almost 
all  coQutries  ?  Nevertheless,  he  has 
robbed  nobody ;  on  the  contrary,  be 


BURNT,  FOR  COINING. 

has  done  service  to  the  state  by  in- 
creasing the  currency.  But  he  had 
defrauded  the  king  of  the  small  profit 
upon  the  coin.  Hehath  indeed  coined 
good  money,  but  he  hath  led  others 
into  the  temptation  of  coining  bad. 
Yet  death  is  a  severe  punishment. 
A  lawyer  was  of  opinion  that  such  a 
criminal  should  be  condemned,  as  an 
useful  hand,  to  work  in  the  royal 
mint,  with  irons  to  his  legs. 

The  extensive  circulation  of  coun- 
terfeit money  was  too  obvious  not  to 
have  attracted  the  notice  of  all 
ranks.  It  had  become  an  enormona 
evil  in  t^  melancholy  catalogue  of 
crimes  which  the  laws  of  the  country 
were  called  upon  to  assist  the  police 
in  suppressing.  Its  extent  almost 
exceeded  credibility ;  and  the  dex- 
terity and  ingenuity  of  those  coun- 
terfeiters had  (after  considerable 
practice)  enabled  them  to  finish  the 
different  kinds  of  base  money  in  so 
masterly  a  manner,  that  it  had  be- 
come extremely  difficult  for  a  com- 
mon observer  to  distinguish  their 
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•pnrioos  msDafacture  from  the  ge- 
naine  silrer  of  the  Miot. 

It  is  well  known  that  at  one  time, 
in  London,  regular  markets,  in  f a* 
rioos  public  and  private  houses, 
were  held  bj  the  principal  dealers  ; 
where  hawken,  pedlars,  fraudulent 
horse-dealers,  unlicensed  lottery- 
office  keepers,  gamblers  at  fairs, 
itinerant  Jews,  Irish  labourers,  ser. 
Tanti  of  tolUgatherers,and  hackney- 
coach  owners,  fraudulent  publicans, 
narket-women,  rabbit-scllers)  fish, 
cryers,  barrow-women,  and  many 
who  could  not  be  suspected,  were 
regularly  supplied  with  counterfeit 
money,  with  the  advantage  of  nearly 
100/.  |>er  cent  in  their  favour ;  and 
thus  it  happened  that,  through  those 
various  channels,  the  country  be- 
came deluged  with  immense  quan- 
tities of  base  money.  This  nefarious 
system,  however,  has  very  mate- 
rially decreased  of  late  years. 

It  is  ionpossible  to  reflect  on  the 
necessity  to  which  all  persons  are 
thus  reduced  of  receiving,  and 
again  ottering,  false  and  counterfeit 
money,  without  lamenting  the  ex- 
tent of  the  evil« 

To  permit,  therefore,  the  exist- 
tnce  of  an  adulterated  and  base 
coinage,  without  using  every  exer- 
tion to  detect  and  suppress  it,  is,  in 
fact,  to  tolerate  general  fraud  and 
deception :  it  must,  at  the  same  time, 
he  observed,  that  the  evil,  great  as 
It  now  is,  was  considerably  greater 
before  the  issoe  of  the  new  silver 
coinage  in  1817,  there  ii^iing  been 
at  that  time  scarcely  a  shilling  or  a 
sixpence  in  circulation  which  was 
not  worn  so  plain  as  to  retain  no  ap. 
pwranoe  of  ever  having  issued  from 
tiMMiot. 

Aa  a  proof  of  the  activity  of 
«Mners,  counterfeits  of  the  new 
filings  and  siipences  which  were 
wt  inned  to  the  public  on  the  3d 
Ztf^^ls  1W7,  were  in  circo- 
^■^  ••  ^^mme  time  ;  and,  within 


two  or  three  months  afterwards,  i 
man  was  apprehended  at  Birming- 
ham, and  committed  to  Warwick 
gaol,  on  a  embargo  of  coining  and 
uttering;  and  another  was  taken 
into  custody,  on  his  way  from  Bir- 
mingham to  London,  with  1008 
counterfeit  sixpences,  also  of  the 
new  coinage.  It  was  understood 
that  ten  or  twelve  person*  were 
waiting  his  arrival  at  a  public  house 
in  London,  to  purchase  small  quan- 
tities of  counterfeit  money  of  him. 

The  mischief  has  not  been  con- 
fined to  the  counterfeiting  the  coin 
of  the  realm.  The  avarice  and  in- 
genuity of  man  is  constantly  finding 
out  new  sources  of  fraad;  inso- 
much that,  in  London,  and  in  Bir- 
mingham and  its  neigh  boa  rhood, 
Loubd'ors,  half  Johannas,  French 
half-crowns  and  shillings,  as  well  as 
several  coins  of  Flanders  and  Ger. 
many,  and  dollars  of  eicelleot  work, 
manship,  in  exact  imitation  of  the 
Spanish  dollars  issued  from  ^ 
Bank  in  1797,  have  been  from  time 
to  time  counterfeited ;  apparently 
without  suspicion  that,  under  the 
act  of  the  14th  Elizabeth,  cap.  3, 
the  ofivnders  were  guilty  oJf  mispri- 
sion of  high  treason. 

These  ingenious  miscreants  have 
also  extended  their  iniquitous  ma- 
nufacture to  the  coins  of  India;  and 
a  coinage  of  the  star  pagoda  of 
Arcot  was  established  in  London 
for  years  by  one  person*  These 
counterfeits,  being  made  wholly  of 
blanched  copper,  tempered  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  exhibit,  when 
stamped,  the  cracks  in  the  edges, 
which  are  always  to  be  found  on 
the  real  pagoda,  cost  the  maker 
only  three  halfpence  each,  after 
being  double  gilt.  When  finished, 
they  were  generally  sold  to  Jews, 
at  five  shillings  a  dozen,  who  de- 
posed of  them  afterwards  at  two 
shillings,  three  shillings,  and  even 
five  shi\\in|:s  eacVi*,  and  through 
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thif  medium  thej  hayc  been  intro. 
doeed  by  a  fariety  of  channels  into 
India^  where  they  were  mixed  with 
the  fod  pagodas  of  the  country, 
and  piised  at  their  full  denominated 
value  of  eight  shillings  sterling. 

The  leqains  of  Turkey,  another 
gold  coin,  worth  about  dvo  or  six 
fthillingp,  have  in  like  manner  been 
counterfeited  in  London.  Thus  the 
national  character  it  wounded,  and 
the  diigrace  of  the  British  name 
pcodaiaed  in  Asia,  and  even  in  tho 
■ost  distant  regions  of  India.  Nor 
cu  it  be  sufficiently  l4mentcd  that 
persons  who  consider  themselves  as 
Fuking  in  superior  stations  of  life, 
with  some  pretensions  to  honour 
aid  integrity,  have  suffered  their 
avarice  so  far  to  get  tho  better  of 
tbdr  honesty  as  to  be  concerned  in 
tUi  iaiquitous  traffic 

It  was  some  time  since  discovered 
tkat  there  were  at  least  one  hundred 
lid  twenty  penons,  in  the  metro. 
pofisand  in  the  country,  employed 
priacipaliy  in  coining  and  selling 
^m  aoney !  and  this  independent 
efthennoierous  horde  of  utterers, 
wito  chiefly  rapport  themselves  by 
paung ie at  iu  full  value.  It  will 
Maiccly  be  credited  that,  of  crimi. 
■sH  if  this  latter  qiass,  who  were 
after  detected,  prosecuted,  orcon- 
VKted,  within  seven  years,  there 
■teodipon  the  register  of  the  soli* 
cilor  la  the  Mint  more  than  six 
hiaiM  and  fifty  names !  When 
Ike  leader  is  informed  that  two 
pnoM  can  finish  from  200/.  to 
ML  (aomhial  value)  in  base  silver 
■  in  dayi,  and  takes  into  tho 
^Mation  the  number  of  known 
^>Mn,  the  aggregate  amount  in 
weDBrse  of  a  year  will  be  found 
^keinmense. 

0>  the  circulation  of  Spanish 
*||Ki9  in  1804,  a  Jew  was  apprc. 
^**M  for  uttering  base  ones,  and 
inspected  of  bein<;  the  coiner 
*'%■ ;  but,  tbere  being  no  pr^vi. 


^on in  the actagainst connterfeiting 
this  coin,  though  it  had  been  called 
in  before  (1797),  on  that  account 
the  offender  escaped  with  impunity. 
So  dexterous  and  skilful  coiners 
are,  that,  by  mixing  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  pure  gold  with  a  compound 
of  base  metal,  they  can  fabricate 
gold  coin  that  shall  be  full  weight, 
and  of  such  perfect  workmanship 
as  to  elude  a  discovery  except  by 
persons  of  skill ;  while  the  intrinsic 
value  does  not  much  exceed  half  what 
they  are  intended  to  pass  for,  and  in 
some  instances  not  even>80  much  as 
that.  Of  this  coinage  considerable 
quantities  of  guineas  were  circulated 
some  years  since,  bearing  thn  Im- 
pression of  George  H. ;  and  another 
coinage  of  counterfeit  guineas  of  the 
year  1793,  bearing  the  impression 
of  George  III.  was  for  some  years 
in  circulation,  finished  in  a  masterly 
manner,  and  nearly  full  weight,  al. 
though  the  intrinsic  value  was  not 
above  eight  shillings:  half-guineas 
were  also  in  circulation,  of  the  same 
coinage,  and  a  good  imitation  of 
the  scven.shilling  pieces.  But  the 
fabrication  of  this  coin  requires  a 
greater  degree  of  skill  and  ingeouitj 
than  generally  prevails,  and  also  a 
larger  capital  than  most  coiners  are 
able  to  command.  The  guineas  and 
half-guineas,  which  were  counter- 
feited  in  a  style  to  ekidc  detection, 
bore  no  proportion  in  point  of  ex- 
tent to  the  coinage  of  base  silver, 
of  which  there  were  ^le  different 
kinds  counterfeited  previously  to  tho 
new  coinage,  and  which  we  shall 
proceed  to  enumerate. 

The  first  of  these  were  denoani. 
nated  flats,  from  the  circumstance  of 
this  species  of  money  being  cut  ont 
of  flatted  plates,  composed  of  a 
mixture  of  silver  and  blanched  cop- 
per. The  proportion  of  silTcr  ran 
from  one-fourth  to  one^third,  and 
in  some  instances  even  to  one-lnlf : 
the  metals  were  mixed  by  a  ehyvi- 
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cal  preparation,  and  afterwards 
rolled,  by  flatting-mills,  into  the 
thickness  of  shillings,  haJf-crowns, 
or  crowns,  according  to  the  desire 
of  the  parties  who  brought  the  cop- 
per and  sil?er,  which  last  was  gene- 
rally stolen  plate.  It  was  not 
known  that  there  were  above  one 
or  two  rolling-mills  in  London,  al- 
though there  were  sercral  in  the 
coQotry,  where  all  the  dealers  and 
coiners  of  this  species  of  base  money 
resorted,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
these  plates  prepared ;  from  which, 
when  finished,  blanks,  or  round 
pieces,  were  cut  out,  of  the  sizes  of 
the  money  meant  to  be  counterfeited. 

The  artuans  who  stamped  or 
coined  these  blanks  into  base  money 
were  seldom  interested  themselves* 
They  generally  worked  as  mechanics 
for  the  large  dealers,  who  employed 
a  capital  in  the  trade,  and  who  fur- 
nished the  plates,  and  paid  about 
eight  per  cent,  for  the  coinage, 
being  at  the  rate  of  one  penny  for 
each  shilling,  and  twopence  half, 
penny  for  each  half-ccrown. 

This  operation  consisted  first  in 
turning  the  blanks  in  a  lathe ;  then 
stamping  them,  by  means  of  a  press, 
with  dies  with  the  exact  impression 
of  the  coin  intended  to  be  imitated : 
they  were  afterwards  rubbed  with 
sand.paper  and  cork  ;  then  put  in 
aqua-fortis,  to  bring  the  silver  to 
the-surface;  then  rnbbcd  with  com- 
mon salt ;  then  with  cream  of  tar- 
tar; then  warmed  in  a  shovel,  or 
similar  machine,  before  the  fire; 
and,  last  of  all,  rubbed  with  black- 
ing to  give  the  money  the  appearance 
of  having  been  in  circulation. 

Ail  these  operations  were  so 
quickly  performed,  that  two  per. 
sons  (a  man  and  his  wife,  for  in- 
stance) could  completely  finish  to 
the  nominal  amount  of  fitj  pounds^ 
^  shillings  and  half-crowns,  in  two 
f^p  J>7  which  they  would  earn 
^^Ck  two  guiaeaa  m  d%y^ 


A  shilling  of  this  species, 
exhibited  nearly  the  appearance  of 
what  was  usually  called  a  Birming- 
ham shilling,  is  intrinsically  worth 
from  twopence  to  fourpeace;  and 
crowns  and  half-crowns  are  in  the 
same  proportion.  The  quantity 
made  of  this  sort  of  counterfeit 
coinage  was  very  considerable:  it 
required  loss  ingenuity  than  any  of 
the  other  methods  of  coining,  though 
at  the  same  time  it  was  the  most 
expensive,  and  of  course  the  least 
profitable  to  the  dealer,  who  for 
the  most  part  disposed  of  it  to  the 
utterers,  vulgarly  called  smoiken^ 
at  from  twenty-cight  to  forty  shil- 
lings for  a  guinea,  according  to  the 
quality ;  while  those  smashen  gene- 
rally managed  to  utter  it  again  at  the 
full  value. 

The  second  species  of  counterfeit 
silver  money  passed  among  the 
dealers  by  the  denomination  of 
plated  goods,  from  the  ctrcnmstanee 
of  the  shillings  and  half-crowns 
being  made  of  copper  of  a  reduced 
size,  and  afterwards  plated  with 
silver,  so  extended  as  to  form  a  rim 
round  the  edge.  This  coin  was 
afterwards  stamped  with  dies,  so  as 
to  resemble  the  real  coin,  and, 
from  the  circumstance  of  the  surface 
being  pure  silver,  was  not  easily 
discovered,  except  by  ringing  the 
money  on  a  table ;  but,  as  this 
species  of  base  money  required  a 
knowledge  of  plating,  as  well  as  a 
great  deal  of  ingenuity,  it  was  of 
course  confined  to  few  hands.  It 
was,  howefer,  extremely  profitable 
to  those  who  carried  it  on,  as  it 
could  generally  be  uttered,  without 
detection,  at  its  full  import  value. 

The  third  species  of  base  silver 
money  was  called  plain  goods,  and 
was  totally  confined  to  shillings. 
These  were  made  of  copper  blanks 
turned  in  a  lathe,  of  the  exact  site 
of  a  Birmingham  shilling^  afterwards 
siWered  wtx  \yy  %  ^axtM^iUr  opera- 
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tion  vfod  in  colouring  metal  bat- 
tons  :  they  were  then  rubbed  over 
with  cream  of  tartar  and  blacking, 
after  which  they  were  fit  for  circa, 
latioo. 

These  shillings  did  not  cost  the 
makers  abo? e  one  halfpenny  each  ; 
they  were  sold  very  low  to  the 
smashers  or  utterers,  who  passed 
them,  where  they  could,  at  the  full 
nominal  faluc;  and  when  the  sil- 
ver wore  off,  which  was  Tcry  ftoon 
the  case,  they  were  sold  to  the  Jews 
as  bad  shillings,  who  generally  re- 
sold them  at  a  small  profit  to  cus. 
tomers,  by  whom  they  were  re- 
coloured,  and  thus  soon  brought 
again  into  circulation.  The  profit 
was  immense,  owing  to  the  trifling 
Taloe  of  the  materials ;  but  the  cir- 
calalion  was  ne? or  extensire. 

The  fourth  class  of  counterfeit 
silfer  money  was  known  by  the 
name  of  castings,  or  cast  goods. 
This  species  of  work  required  great 
skill  and  ingenuity,  and  was  there- 
fore confined  to  few  hands;  for 
none  but  excellent  artists  could  at- 
tempt it  with  any  prospect  of  great 


The  process  was  to  melt  blanched 
copper,  and  to  cast  it  in  moulds, 
hariog  the  impression,  and  being  the 
•lie,  of  a  crow  a,  a  half-crown,  a 
shilliBg,  or  a  sixpence,  as  the  case 
might  be :  after  being  remoTed  from 
the  moulds,  the  money  thus  formed 
was  cleaned  off,  and  afterwards 
neatly  silrered  over  by  an  operation 
similar  to  that  which  takes  place  in 
the  manufactare  of  buttons. 

The  oounterieit  money  made  in 
isutation  of  shillings  by  this  process 
was  generally  cast  so  as  to  have  a 
crooked  appearance;  and  the  de- 
ception was  80  admirable,  that,  al. 
Aoagh  intrinsically  not  worth  one 
halfpenny,  by  exhibiting  theappear- 
uee  of  a  thick  crooked  shilling, 
they  entered  into  circulation  without 
inspicion,  and  were  seldom  refused 
while  the  surface  exblbited  no  part 


of  the  copper ;  and  even  after  this 
the  itinerant  Jews  purchased  them 
at  threepence  each,  though  six  times 
their  intrinsic  ralue,  well  knowing 
that  they  could  be  again  recolonred 
at  the  expense  of  half  a  farthing,  so 
as  to  pass  without  difficulty  for  their 
nominal  value  of  twelrepence. 

In  fabricating  cast  money,  the 
workmen  aro  always  more  seiciire 
than  where  presses  and  dies  ard 
used ;  because,  upon  the  least 
alarm,  and  before  any  officer  of 
justice  can  have  admission,  the 
counterfeits  are  thrown  into  the 
crucible,  the  moulds  are  destroyed, 
and  nothing  is  to  be  found  that  can 
conrict,  or  even  criminate,  the 
offender :  on  this  account  the 
makers  of  cast  money  reigned  long, 
and,  were  they  careful  and  frugal, 
they  might  have  become  extremely 
rich  ;  but  prudence  rarely  falls  to 
the  lot  of  men  who  lire  by  acts  of 
criminality. 

The  fifth  and  last  species  of  base 
coin  made  in  imitation  of  silver 
money  of  the  realm  was  called  figs, 
or  fig-things.  It  was  a  very  inferior 
sort  of  counterfeit  money,  of  which 
composition,  howe?er,  a  great  part 
of  the  sixpences  were  made.  The 
proportion  of  silver  was  not,  gene- 
rally speaking,  of  the  value  of  one 
farthing  in  half-a-crown ;  although 
there  were  certunly  some  except 
tions,  as  counterfeit  sixpences  were 
circulated,  some  with  a  mixture, 
and  some  wholly  silver ;  but  even 
these  did  not  yield  the  maker  len 
than  from  60  to  80  |icr  cent. 

One  of  the  principal  coiners  of 
stamped  money,  who  many  years 
since  left  off  business,  and  made 
some  im|K)rtant  discoveries,  ac- 
knowledged to  the  author  that  he 
had  coined  to  the  extent  of  two 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  in 
counterfeit  half-crowns,  and  other 
base  silver  money,  in  a  period  of 
seven  years.  This  is  the  less  sor- 
prising,  as  two  persons  oan  stamp 
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and  finish  to  (he  amount  of  from 
20()/.  to  300/.  a  week. 

Of  the  copper  money  made  in 
imitation  of  the  current  coin  of  the 
realm  there  were  many  different 
sorts  sold  at  various  prices,  accord- 
ing  to  the  sixe  and  weight ;  but  in 
general  they  may  be  devided  into 
two  kinds,  namely,  the  stamped  and 
the  plain  halfpence,  of  both  which 
kinds  immense  quantities  were  made 
in  London,  and  also  in  Birmingham, 
Wedgbury,  Bilston,  Woherhamp* 

ton,  &c. 

The  plain  halfpence  were  gene- 
.rally  made  at  Birmingham,  and, 
from  their  thickness,  afforded  a 
wonderful  deception.  They  were 
sold,  howe?er,  by  the  coiners,  to 
the  large  dealers,  at  about  a  farthing 
each,  or  one  hundred  per  cent  profit 
in  the  tale  or  aggregate  number. 
These  dealers  were  not  the  ntterers, 
but  sold  them  again  by  retail  in 
pieces,  or  fiTe-shilling  pa|)crs,  at  the 
rate  of  from  twenty-eight  shillings 
to  thirty-one  shillings  for  a  guinea, 
not  only  to  the  smashers,  but  also 
to  little  tradespeople. 

Farthings  were  also  made  in  con- 
siderable quantities,  chiefly  in  Lon. 
don,  but  so  very  thin  that  the  profit 
upon  this  species  of  coinage  was 
much  greater  than  on  the  halfpence, 
though  not,  as  formerly,  made  of 
base  metal.  The  copper  of  which 
they  were  made  was  generally  pure, 
the  advantage  lying  in  the  weight 
alone,  where  the  coiners,  sellers, 
and  uttcrers,  did  not  obtain  less 
than  two  hundred  per  cent.  A 
welUknown  Joiner  has  been  said 
to  finish  from  sixty  to  eighty  pounds 
sterling  a  week.  Of  halfpence,  two 
or  three  persons  could  stamp  and 
finish  to  the  nominal  amount  of  at 
least  two  hundred  pounds  in  six  days. 

When  it  is  considered  that  there 
were  seldom  less  than  between  forty 
'od  &fty  eoiaagcs  or  private  mints, 
^iB&§icoogimnUf  employed  ii^  Lon- 

Modfa  diSereatcouDtry  towmuy 


in  stamping  and  fabricating  basb 
silver  and  copper  money,  the  evil 
may  justly  be  said  to  have  arrifed 
at  an  enormous  height.  It  Is,  In- 
deed, true,  that  these  people  were 
a  good  deal  interrupted  and  embar. 
rasscd  by  detections  and  contlc- 
tions ;  but  the  laws  were  so  inap- 
plicable to  the  tricks  and  derices 
they  resorted  to^  that  these  convic- 
tions were  only  a  drop  in  (he 
bucket :  while  such  encouragements 
were  held  out,  the  execution  of  one 
rogue  only  made  room  for  another 
to  take  up  his  customers  ;  and,  in. 
deed,  the  offence  of  selling  being 
only  a  misdemeanour,  it  was  no  aO- 
usual  thing  for  the  wife  and  family 
of  a  culprit,  or  convicted  seller  of 
base  money,  to  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness, and  to  support. hfm  Jnxari- 
ously  in  Newgate,  until  the  expi- 
ration of  (he  year  and  day's  impri. 
sonment,  the  punishment  generally 
inflicted  for  thb  species  of  offence. 

It  has  not  been  an  unusual  thing  for 
sef  eral  of  these  dealers  to  hold  a  kind 
of  market,  every  morning,  where 
from  forty  to  fifty  of  the  Grerman 
Jew  boys  were  regularly  supplied 
with  counterfeit  halfpence,  which 
they  disposed  of  in  the  course  of 
the  day,  in  different  streets  and  lanes 
of  the  metropolis,  for  bad  shillings, 
at  about  threepence  each,  care  being 
taken  that  the  person  crying  bad 
shillings  should  have  a  companion 
near  him  to  carry  the  halfpence, 
and  take  charge  of  the  purchased 
shillings,  so  as  to  elude  the  detec- 
tion of  the  officers  of  the  police^  in 
the  event  of  being  search^. 

The  bad  shillings  thus  purchased 
were  received  in  payment,  by  the 
employers  of  the  boys,  for  the  bad 
halfpence  supplied  by  them^  at  the 
rate  of  four  shillings  a  dozen  ;  and 
were  generally  resold  to  smashers, 
at  a  profit  of  two  shillings  a  dozen ; 
who  speedily  recoloured  them,  and 
introduced  them  ai^un  into  circula- 
tloti)  at  Ibclr  tuW  nomX^iX  is\«l«. 
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The  bojB  generally  cleared  from 
fire  to  sevco  shillings  a  day  by  this 
frauduleot  business ;  which  they  al- 
most nniformly  spent,  during  the 
efeningf  in  riot  and  debauchery  ; 
returning  pennyless  in  the  morning 
to  their  old  trade. 

Thus  the  frauds  upon  the  public 
multiply  beyond  all  possible  con- 
ception ;  while  the  tradesman,  who, 
unwarily  at  least,  if  not  improperly, 
sells  his  counterfeit  shillings  to  Jew 
boys  at  threepence  each,  little  sus- 
pects that  it  is  for  the  purpose  of 
being  returned  upon  him  again  at 
the  rate  of  tweWepence,  or  three 
hondred  percent,  profit  to  tiie  pur- 
chasers and  uttcrers. 

Bat  these  are  not  the  only  crimi- 

nsl  dcTices  to  which  the  coiners  and 

dealen,  as  well  as  the  utterers  of 

btse  money,  hafc  had  recourse,  for 

snswering  their  iniquitous  purposes. 

Previous  to  the  act  of  the  37th 

Geo.  111.  cap.    126,   counterfeit 

French  crowns,  half-crowns,  and 

ilullings,  of  excellent  workmanship, 

were  introduced,  with  a  view  to 

dnie  the  punishment  of  the  then  de- 

fioent  laws  relative  to  foreign  coin. 

Fiaodalent  die-sinkers  are  to  be 

fsiid,  both  in  the  metropolis  and 

Attrmingham,  who  are  eicellcnt 

vtirt^  able  and  willing   to  copy 

the  Biact  similitude  of  any  coin  from 

^  British  guinea  to  the  sequin  of 

Torksf,  or  to  the  star  pagoda  of 

Afcot  The  delinquents  have  theroj 

fsreerery  opportunity  and  assist. 

*sce  they  can  wish  for  ;  while  their 

^fcvrate  knowledge   of    the  defi- 

^y  of  the  laws   (particularly 

'^Te  to  British  coin,  and  where 

^  point  of  danger  lies) ,  joined  to 

^  extreme  difficulty  of  detection, 

^'P^tes  as  a  great  enconrageroent 

to  tbb  species  of  treason,  felony, 

••^  fraud,  and  affords   the  most 

■srcible  reason  why  these  pests  of 

^J  still  continue  to  afflict  the 

Wrt  part  of  the  community. 

An  opinion  prevailed,  founded 


on   information   obtained  through 
the  medium  of  the  most  intelligent 
of  these  coiners  and  dealers,  that,  of 
the  counterfeit  money  lately  in  cir- 
culation, not  above  one-third  part 
was  of  the  species  of  flats  or  com. 
position   money,    which    has  been 
mentioned    as    the  most  intrinsi- 
cally valuable  of  counterfeit  silyer, 
and  contained  from  one«fourth  to 
one-third    silver ;    the    remainder 
being  blanched  copper.    The  other 
two-thirds  of  the  counterfeit  money 
being  cast  or  washed,  and  iotrinsi« 
cally  worth  little  or  nothing,  the 
imposition   upon    the   public   was 
obvious.     Taking  the  whole  npoB 
an  average,  the  amount  of  the  in* 
jury  may   be  fairly  calculated  at 
within  ten  per  cent  of  a  total  loss 
upon   the  mass  of  the  base  silver 
then  in  circulation  ;   which,  if  a 
conclusion   may    be    drawn   from 
what  passed   under  the  review  of 
any  person  who  had  occasion  to 
receive  silver  in   exchange,   must 
considerably  eicecd    one    million 
sterling ! 

Of  the  copper  coinage,  the  qnan* 
tity  of  counterfeits  at  one  time  in 
circulation  might  be  truly  said  to 
equal  three-fourth  parts  of  the 
whole  ;  and  nothing  is  more  certain 
than  that  a  very  great  proportion 
of  the  actual  counterfeits  passed  ts 
mint  halfpence,  from  their  size  and 
appearance,  although  they  yiolded 
the  coiners  a  vast  profit. 

Since  the  old  coin  has  been  with** 
drawn  from  circulation,  however, 
the  quantity  of  base  money  hat 
been  comparatively  trifling,  al- 
though it  is  still  much  greater  than 
many  persons  are  aware  of. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1721, 
Barbara  Spencer,  Alice  Hall,  and 
Elizabeth  Bray,  were  indicted  at 
the  OLl  Bailey,  for  high  treason, 
in  counterfeiting  the  current  coin 
of  the  kingdom ;  when  Hall  and 
Bray  were  acquitted,  as  being  only 
agents  to  the  other,  and  Spencer, 
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being  found  guilty,  was  sentenced 
to  be  burnt.* 

Barbara  Spencer  was  bom  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Giles  without  Cripple- 
gate,  and,  when  young,  proved  to 
be  of  a  fiolcnt  temper.  At  length, 
her  mother,  finding  her  quite  un. 
manageable  at  home,  put  her  ap. 
prentice  to  a  mantua*maker,  who, 
haTing  known  her. from  a  child, 
treated  her  with  great  kindness. 

Barbara  had  served  about  two 
years,  when,  on  a  dispute  with  her 
mistress,  she  went  home  to  her  mo- 
ther, with  whom  she  had  not  long 
resided  before  she  insisted  on  having 
a  maid  kept,  to  which  the  old 
woman  consented.  A  quarrel  soon 
happening  between  Barbara  and  the 
maid,  the  mother  interposed  ;  on 
which  the  daughter  left  her  for  a 
time,  but  soon  returned  again. 

Not  long  after  this,  it  happened 
that  some  malefactors  wore  to  be 
executed  at  Tyburn,  and  Barbara 
insisted  on  going  to  see  the  execu- 
tion. This  was  prudently  opposed 
by  her  mother,  who,  struggling  to 
keep  her  at  home,  struck  her ;  but 
the  daughter,  getting  out  of  the 
house,  went  to  a  female  acquaint- 
ance, who  accompanied  her  to  Ty- 
burn,  and  thence  to  a  house  near 
St  Giles's  Pound,  where  Barbara 
made  a  vow  that  she  would  never 
again  return  to  her  mother. 

In  thu  fatal  resolution  she  was 
encouraged  by  the  company  pro- 
sent,  who  persuaded  her  to  believe 
that  she  might  live  in  an  easy  man- 
ner, if  she  would  but  follow  their 
way  of  life.  To  this  she  readily 
agreed ;  and,  as  they  were  coin- 
ers, they  employed  her  in  uttering 
counterfeit  money,  for  which  she 
was  detected,  tried,  fined,  and  im^ 
prisoned. 


.Not  taking  warning  by  what  had 
happened,  she  returned  to  her  old 
connexions,  commenced  coiner  her- 
self,  and  was  at  length  apprehended 
for  the  crime  for  which  she  suf- 
fered. 

While  under  sentence  of  death, 
she  behaved  in  the  most  indecent 
and  turbulent  manner;  nor  could 
she  be  convinced  that  she  had  been 
guilty  of  any  crime  In  making  a 
few'  shillings.  She  was  for  some 
time  very  Impatient  under  the  idea 
of  her  approaching  dissdation,  and 
was  particularly  shocked  at  the 
thought  of  being  burnt;  but,  at 
the  place  of  execution,  she  seeuMd 
willing  to  exercise  herself  in  devo- 
tion, but  was  much  intemptod  by 
the  mob  throwing  stones  and  dirt 
at  her. 

She  was  strangled  and  burnt  at 
Tyburn  on  the  5th  of  July,  IT^l.f 

The  unhappy  fate  of  thii  woman 
seems  to  have  been  occasioned  by 
the  violence  of  her  temper,  and  a 
want  of  duty  to  her  mother,  lience 
let  all  young  people  learn  to  keep 
their  passions  in  subjection,  and  to 
remember  the  injunction  in  the  fifth 
commandment ;  *  Honour  thy  father 
and  thy  mother,  that  thy  days  may 
be  long  in  the  land  whii^  the  Lord 
thy  G^  giveth  thee :'  far  suiely 
no  crime  is  more  likely  to  lead  to 
destruction  than  that  of  disobe- 
dience to  parents.  It  is  the  inlet 
to  every  other  vice,  and  the  source 
of  a  thousand 


Let  children  that  would  fear  ihe  Lord 
Hear  what  their  teacben  say  ; 

With  rer'reiice  meet  their  parents*  word, 
And  with  d«light  obey. 

For  those  who  worship  God,  and  give 

Their  parents  honoor  doe. 
Here  on  this  earth  thej  long  shall  lire. 

And  lire  bereaAer  too. 


*  Women  conTictcd  of  high  or  petit  treason  are  afwajs  thus  sentenced  ;  but  they 

•re  first  tied  to  a  stakes  and  ttsangled  before  they  are  burnt 

f  Tbk,  MB  wcJl  as  the  torture  to  such  as  would  not  plead,  b  now  dispensed  with.     It 

J^^_^"yjyqy  ihsi  tbU  pmuahmem  siiuuld  so  Ions  have  disgraced  the  country.    In  the 

SSmnL.  \!^'°^  tUjes,  hereafter  giTcn,  we  &aU  h*t«  qccuma  to  aAAucft  ik>hRKUB« 

^«wr«Bcv  ofber  bMw'mg  been,  from  misnanagenent,  actuary  bumfl  %\\v«. 
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MATTHEW 

EltCtlTED  FU 

Tiiii  oSender  was  the  ion  of 
PMT  penoiii  It  St.  AlbsD),  and 
faroaght  np  u  a  plonith-boy ;  but, 
bang  too  idle  to  follow  hii  bnti. 
n(M,keMnutLTedkboutthecoiinli7, 
and  committed  frequent  robberies, 
ipending  unang  women  tho  money 
he  ohtuned  in  this  illegal  manner. 

Clarke  bid  art  enough  to  engage 
(be  aScctiou  of  ■  number  of  young 
wooea,  to  lomc  of  whom  he  pro- 
■ntd  marriage ;  and  he  icemi  to 
k«re  intended  to  hare  kept  bit  word 
whh  one  of  them,  and  went  with 
■tr  to  London  to  tie  the  naptial 
Mot  J  bat,  going  info  a  goldBtnith'i 
Mop  to  buj  ilie  Ting,  he  taid  he  had 
ra^ottomppWhimMlf  with  money, 
bat  would  go  iuto  the  counirr  and 
feteh  it.  ' 

The  foang  woman  ilaid  in  town 
■We  he  went  (o  Wllsden  Gwen, 
»M  a  riew  to  commit  a  robbery, 

VOL.  I. 


that  he  mighlrepleniih  hii  pock«t. 
A*  It  wa»  now  the  icaton  of  hay- 
making, he  met  a  man,  who,  won* 
dering  that  he  ihould  he  Idle,  gaT« 
him  employment.  Betide*  the  basi- 
nc«i  of  farming,  hit  employer  kept 
a  public  house,  and  had  a  Mrfaat 
moid,  whom  Clarke  bad  roroiedy 
courted. 

The  Tillain,  leaving  hia  fellow. 
laboDren  in  tb«  field,  went  to  (he 
home,  and,  finding  Only  the  girl  at 
home,  ronrencd  with  her  some 
time  ;  but,  having  determined  to 
rob  hia  employer,  he  thought  ho 
coold  not  do  it  securely  without 
murdering  her  ;  anil,  while  the  wat 
gone  to  draw  him  ■ome  beer,  be 
pulled  out  bit  knife  fur  thi«  horrid 
purpoic ;  and,  when  she  entered 
the  room,  ho  got  up  to  ki»  her, 
thinkingto  have  then  perpetrated 
the  dei'd,  bat  Ms  cotisdencfi  pre< 
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vented  him  :  on  this  he  sat  down, 
and  talked  with  her  some  time 
longiT ;  when  he  got  up,  and,  again 
kissing  her,  cut  her  throat  in  the 
same  instant. 

Hereupon  she  fell  down,  and 
attempted  to  crawl  to  the  door, 
while  the  Mood  streamed 'from  her 
throat;  on  which  the  villain  cut  her 
neck  to  the  bone,  and,  robbing  the 
house  of  a  small  sam,  ran  off  towards 
London,  nnder  all  the  agonising 
tortures  of  a  wounded  conscience. 

Tybnm  belag  in  bii  waj  to  town, 
he  was  so  terriied  at  tlie  sight  of 
the  gaNows,  that  be  wient  £ick  a 
considerable  distance,  till,  meeting  a 
waggon,  he  eftwd  his  serrice  la 
driving!  blinking  tbat  hb  being  in 
employment  might  preveat  hit  being 
suspected  in  case  of  a  parsnit.  But 
he  had  not  gone  far  before  some 
persons  rode  np,  and  asked  him  if 
he  had  seen  a  man  who  might  be 
suspected  of  a  murder.  He  seemed 
so  terrified  by  the  question  that  the 
parties  could  not  help  noticing  his 
agitation,  and,  on  a  close  inspection, 
they  found  some  congealed  blood 
on  his  clothes,  to  account  for  which 
he  said  he  had  quarrelled  and  fought 
with  a  soldier  on  the  road. 

Being    taken    into  custody,   he 
soon  acknowledged  his  crime,  and. 


being  carried  before  a  magistrate, 
he  was  committed  to  Newgate ;  and, 
when  brought  to  trial,  he  pleaded 
guilty :  in  consequence  of  which  be 
was  executed  at  Tybnm  on  the 
28tb  of  July,  17^1,  and  then  hung 
in  chains  near  the  spot  where  he 
committed  the  murder. 

There  is  something  dreadfully 
enormous  in  the  crime  for  which 
this  man  suffered,  ^hea  under 
sentence  of  death  be  was  one  of  the 
most  miserable  wretches  that  ever 
cndared  a  situation  so  calamitous. 
Nor  h  thb  to  be  wnadeied  at ;  for 
the  murder  he  committed  wai  one  of 
the  most  nnproToked  imagiaable. 
It  b  probable,  from  the  Section 
the  poor  giii  had  for  him,  that  she 
would  have  lent  him  a  greater  lum 
than  he  obtained  by  catting  her 
throat. 

Uw  terrors  at  the  sight  of  the 

gallows   should    teach    those  who 

are  prompted  to  iniquity  to  avoid 

all  crimes  that  may  lead  to  a  fatal 

end.      The  wicked  can  never  be 

happy  ;  and  it  is  only  by  a  life  of 

inti^grity,  virtue,  and  piety,  that 

we  can  hope  for  the  blessing  of 

God,  the  applause  of  a  good  con« 

science,  and  ^  that  peace  of  mind 

which  passeth  all  anderstaading.' 


THOMAS  BUTLER, 

EXECUTED  FOa  HIGHWAY  IIOBBBET. 


Idleness,  the  step-mother  of  dis. 
sipation,  hath  driven  many,  gentle- 
men by  education,  to  commit  de- 
predations on  the  public  Thb 
observation  b  fully  verified  in  the 
life  of  Mr.  Butler.  He  was  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland,  his  father  being  an 
officer  ia  the  army  of  King  James 
IL  ;  but  King  William  having  de. 
feated  that  prince  at  the  batUe  of 
the  ik>yne,  young  Rutler  and  his 
/aHier  went  with  James  to  France ; 
As^  wAea  the  rebellion  broke  out 


in  Scotland,  the  young  gentleman 
was  employed  as  a  rpy  in  the  family 
of  the  Duke  of  Ormend,  for  which 
he  was  allowed  20i.  a  year ;  but  he 
hereby  lost  the  favour  of  his  friends 
and  relations,  who  espoused  a  dif« 
ferent  interest  From  Paris  be 
went  to  Holland,  where  he  soon 
spent  most  of  the  money  in  hb  pos- 
session, and  then  embarked  for 
£n£land. 

On  hb  arrival  in  thb  country, 
being  idle  and  eatravagant|  he  com 
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fflcneed  highwajmaD)  and  went  ont 
fieqaently  in  company  with  a  man 
whom  he  called  Jack,  and  who  oc 
cuionally  acted  as  his  serYant ;  and 
they  jointly  committed  a  great 
number  of  robberies  near  London, 
particnlarly  in  Kent  and  £ssez. 

When  they  were  in  London,  and 
sometimes  in  a  country  town,  they 
had  thogentedett  lodging,  and  then 
Jack  wore  a  liTery,  while  the  squire 
was  dressed  in  a  most  elegant  man- 
ner,  and  hid  all  the  appearance  of 
a  man  of  fortune. 

By  this  style  of  li?ing  they  con- 
tinned  their  depredations  on  the 
highway  for  many  years ;  but  But- 
ler, being  at  length  apprehended, 
was  bronght  to  his  trial  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  in  January,  1790,  when  he 
wasindicted  for  robbing  Sir  Justi- 
nian Isham  and  another  gentleman 
on  the  highway  of  a  gold  watch,  a 
silk  night-gown,  six  Holland  shirts, 
tad  other  Taluable  articles,  and 
wu  coavieted  on  the  dearest  evi- 
dence* 

The  drcnmstanoe  that  led  to  his 
detection  was,  that  offering  some  of 
the  diects  for  sale  to  a  jewdler,  he 
ffdnsed  to  puichase  them  unless  he 
knew  Bntler's  place  of  reddcnce, 
which  the  latter  readily  told  him  ; 
and,  when  his  lodgings  were 
searched.  Sir  Justinian's  gown  was 
found,  and  was  produced  in  court. 
fintler*s  companion,  or  servant, 
was  In  Irdand  at  the  time  of  his 
detection,  by  which  he  escaped  the 
fate  he'descffed. 


While  Mr.  Butler  lay  under  ten* 
tence  of  death,  he  behaved  in  a  very 
penitent  manner.  Being  a  Romaa 
Catholic,  he  received  the  sacrament 
from  a  priest  of  his  own  persuasion. 
It  had  been  reported  that  he  had 
eight  wiyes ;  but  this  he  solemnly 
denied,  declaring  that  he  was  le- 
gally married  to  only  one  woman. 

This  malefactor  was  executed  at 
Tybnrn  on  the  8th  of  February, 
1720,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years. 

There  are  few  highwaymen  who 
have  lived  in  such  a  style  of  de- 
gaiice  as  Butler ;  and  by  this  mode 
of  proceeding  he  einded  justice  for 
a  considerable  time,  as  he  used  to 
dress  in  black  velvet,  laced  rufles^ 
and  all  the  other  apparatus  of  a  gefi« 
tieman.  Vet  justice  at  last  fonnd 
him  ont,  and  detected  .him  while  in 
the  full  career  of  his  wickedness. 

Hence  let  those  who  are  tempted 
to  the  commission  of  acts  of  ille. 
gality  learn  that  the  steps  of  jus- 
tice, though  they  may  be  slow,  are 
sure;  that  it  is  almost  impossible 
for  guilt  to  escape  detection ;  and 
that  vengeance  is  the  more  terrlMe  * 
the  longer  it  is  dreaded,  and  the 
longer  it  is  delayed. 

Amidst  all  those  gaieties  of  fife 
that  may  be  procured  by  fraudulent 
means,  the  heart  must  be  perpetually 
corroded  by  grief,  and  agitated  bjr 
fear.  The  life  of  honesty  Is  tire 
only  life  of  peace  or  safety.  Let 
us  never  forget  to  ^  Do  justice, 
love  mercy,  and  walk  humbly  wifli 
God.' 


WILLIAM  SPIGGOT  AND  THOMAS  PHILLIPS, 

HANGED  FOR  ROBBING  ON  THE  UIGUWAY. 


1 


At  ,tiie  sessions  hdd  at  the  Old 
fiuley  in  the  month  of  January, 
17^,  William  Spiggot  and  Thomas 
Phillips  were  indicted  for  comout- 
ting  several  robberies  on  the  high- 
way; but  they  refused  to  plead 
unless  the  effects  taken  from  them 


when  they  were  apprehended  were 
returned  :  but,  this  being  directly 
contrary  to  an  act  of  the  4th  and 
6lh  year  of  king  William  and 
queen  Mary,  entitled  ^  An  Act  for 
encouraging  the  Apprehending  of 
Highwaymen,'  the  Court  informad 
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them  that  their  demani]  coulil  not 
be  complied  with. 

Still,  howefer,  they  refused  to 
plead,  and  no  arguments  could  con- 
vince them  of  the  absurdity  of  such 
an  obstinate  procedure;  on  which 
the  Court  ordered  that  the  judgment 
ordained  by  law  in  such  cases  should 
be  read,  which  b  to  the  following 
purpose : 

^  That    the    prisoner    shall    be 
sent  to  the  prison  from  whence  he 
came,  and  put  into  a  mean  room, 
stopped  from  the  light,  and  shall 
there  be  laid  on  the  bare  ground, 
without  any  litter,  straw,  or  other 
covering,  and  without  any  garment 
about  him,  except  something  to  hide 
his  privy  members.     He  shall    lie 
upon  his  back,  his  head  shall  be 
covered,  and  his  feet  shall  be  bare. 
One  of  bis  arms  shall  be  drawn  with 
a  cord  to  one  side  of  the  room,  and 
the  other  arm  to  the  othur  side ;  and 
his  legs  shall  be  served  in  the  like 
manner.     Then  there  shall  be  laid 
upon   bis   body  as   much  iron  or 
stone  as  he  can  bear,  and  more. 
And  the  first  day  after  he  shall  have 
three  morsels  of  barley  bread,  with- 
out any  drink ;  and  the  second  day 
he  shall   be  allowed   to   drink  as 
moch  as  he  can,  at  three  times,  of 
the  water  that  is  next  the  prison- 
door,  except  running  water,  with- 
out any  bread  ;  and  this  shall  be  his 
diet  till   he  dies :  and  he  against 
whom  this  judgment  shall  be  given 
forfeits  his  goods  to  the  king.** 

The  reading  of  thb  sentence  pro- 
ducing no  effect,  they  were  ordered 
back  to  Newgate,  there  to  be 
pressed  to  death  :  but,  when  they 
came  into  the  press-room,  Phillips 
begged  to  be  taken  back  to  plead  ; 
a  favour  that  was  granted,  though 
it  might  have  been  denied  to  him  : 
but  Spiggot  was  put  under  the  press, 

*  By  an  act  passed  in  177i  it  is  dctermi 
ff^mia gaihf,  as  if  convicted  by  a  jury  ; 


where  he  continued  half  an  hour, 
with  three  hundred  and  fifty  pound9' 
weight  on  his  body  ;  but,  on  the 
addition  of  fifty  pounds  more,  he 
likewise  begged  to  plead. 

In  consequence  hereof  they  were 
brought  back  and  again  indicted, 
when,  the  evidence  being  clear  and 
positive  against  them,  they  were 
eonvicted,  and  received  sentence  of 
death  ;  in  consequence  of  which  they 
were  executed  at  Tyburn  on  the 
8th  of  February,  17^. 

William  Spiggot,  who  was  about 
twcnty-seven  years  of  age  when  he 
suffered,  was  a  native  of  Hereford, 
but,  coming  to  London,  he  ap- 
prenticed himself  to  a  cabinet- 
maker. He  was  a  married  man, 
and  had  three  children  living  at  the 
time  of  hb  fatal  exit,  fie  and 
Phillips  were  hanged  for  robbing 
Charles  Sybbald  on  Finchley  Com- 
mon, and  were  convicted  princi- 
pally on  the  evidence  of  Joseph 
Lindsey,  a  clergyman  of  abandoned 
character,  who  had  been  of  their 
party.  One  Burroughs,  a  lunatic, 
who  had  escaped  from  Bedlam, 
was  likewbe  concerned  with  them, 
but  afterwards  publicly  spoke  of 
the  affair,  which  occasioned  their 
being  taken  into  custody ;  and*  when 
it  was  known  that  Burroughs  was 
disordered  in  his  mind,  he  was  sent 
back  to  Bedlam. 

Thomas  Phillips,  aged  thirty- 
three  years,  was  a  native  of  Bristol, 
totally  uneducated,  and,  being  sent 
to  sea  when  very  young,  he  served 
under  Lord  Torrington,  when  he 
attacked  and  took  the  Spanish  fleet 
in  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  near  the 
harbour  of  Cadiz. 

Phillips,  returning  to  England, 
became  acquainted  with  Spiggotaad 
Lindsey,  in  company  with  whom  he 
committed  a  great  number  of  rob- 

ned  that  persons  refusing  tu  plead  shall  be 
an  alteruiion  that  dnes  lioaaur  to  modern 
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beries  on  the  highway,  Phillips 
once  boasted  that  he  and  Spiggot 
rob1>fd  above  a  handred  paisen^ers 
one  night,  whom  they  obliged  to 
come  out  of  difTereiit  wnggonn,  and, 
having  bound  them,  placed  them  by 
each  other  on  the  ride  of  I  he  road;  but 
thisstory  is  too  abiiard  to  be  believed 
While  under  sentence  of  death 
Phillips  behaved  in  the  most  hard, 
eoed  and  abandoned  manner  ;  he 
psid  no  regard  to  any  thing  that 
the  minister  said  to  him,  and  swore 
or  sung  songs  while  the  other  pri. 
soners  were  engaged  in  acts  of  de. 
Totion;  and,  towards  the  close  of 
his  life,  when  his  companions  be- 
came more  serious,  he  grew  still 
more  wicked;  and  yet,  when  at 
the  place  of  eiecution  he  said  '  he 
did  not  fear  to  die,  for  he  was  in 
no  doubt  of  going  to  lleaven.' 


The  lesson  of  instruction  to  be 
drawn  from  the  fate  of  these  male, 
factors  will  be  comprised  in  a  few 
words.  As  the  law  now  stands, 
no  other  criminal  can  ever  undergo 
the  punishment  that  Spiggot  sns« 
tained  ;  and  we  hope  no  other  will 
ever  behave  in  mo  hardened  a  manner 
as  Phillips  did.  It  is  horrid  to  think 
of  a  man*s  jesting  of  sacred  matters 
at  any  time;  but  particularly  so 
when  he  knows  himself  to  be  on  the 
Tcrge  of  eternity.  The  character 
of  Lindsey  ought  to  be  held  in  uni« 
Tcrsal  contempt.  The  clergyman 
who  could  desert  the  duties  of  his 
sacred  function  to  join  with  high- 
waymen, and  then  become  an  efi« 
dence  to  convict  them,  must  be  an 
object  of  detestation  to  every  ho* 
nest  man ! 


JOHN 

EXECUTED  FOR  RETURN  IS 

This  offender  had  been  taken 
into  custody  for  committing:  a  rob. 
bery  near  London  ;  but,  as  it  hap. 
pened  at  a  time  wiihio  the  limits  of 
an  Act  of  Grace  passed  in  the  reign 
of  Ring  George  the  Fir^it,  it  was 
not  thought  necessary  to  indict  him, 
and  he  would  have  been  discharged 
without  further  ceremony  ;  but  it 
appeared  that  he  had  been  trarts- 
ported  for  another  crimi^,  and  re- 
turned before  the  expiration  of  his 
time:  wherefore  he  was  indicted 
for  this  ofence,  on  an  act  then  lately 
made,  *  For  the  effectual  Trans- 
portation of  Felons  ;*  and,  his  per. 
son  being  identified,  he  was  found 
guilty,  received  sentence  of  death, 
and  was  executed  at  Tyburn  on  the 
11th  of  September,  1721. 

The  following  is  an  account  which 
he  wrote  between  his  condemnation 
and  the  day  of  his  execution  : 

'  I  was  born  in  Tendon  of  French 
parents,  who  (led  hither  for  pro- 
tection when  the  French  Protest- 
ants were  driven  out  of  France  by 
I^uis  XIV. 


MEFF, 

G  FROM  TRANSPORTATION, 

<  I  was  put  apprentice  to  a 
weaver:  my  father,  having  con* 
tinned  about  twelve  years  in  Eng. 
land,  went  with  the  rest  of  his 
family  to  Holland,  f  served  my 
time  faithfully,  and  with  the  ap- 
probation of  my  master.  Soon 
after  J  came  to  work  for  myself 
J  married ;  but  my  business  not 
being  sufficient  to  maintain  myself^ 
my  wife,  and  chi'dren,  I  was  will- 
ing to  try  what  I  could  at  thieving. 

^  I  followed  this  practice  till  I 
was  apprehended,  tried,  and  con- 
demned, for  housebreaking ;  but, 
as  I  was  going  to  the  place  of  ex- 
ecution, the  hangman  was  arrested, 
and  r  was  brought  back  to  New- 
gate. It  was  thought  this  was  my 
contrivance,  to  put  a  stop  to  pub- 
lic justice;  but  I  was  so  far  from 
being  any  ways  concerned  in  it, 
that  I  knew  nothing  of  it  till  it  was 
done.  This  might  have  been  a 
happy  turn  for  me,  if  I  had  made  a 
right  use  of  it :  for  my  sentence  of 
death  was  changed  for  that  of  trans- 
portation.    And  indeed  I  took  np 
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%  solemn  resolotion  to  lead  an 
lionest  and  regular  course  of  life, 
and  to  resist  all  the  persuasions  of 
my  comrades  to  the  contrary.  But 
this  retolotion  continued  but  a  short 
time  after  the  fear  of  death  ya- 
Bished. 

^  1  belioTC,  however,  that  if  I  had 
been  safe  landed  in  America,  my 
min  might  have  been  prevented : 
bat  the  ship  which  carried  me  and 
the  other  convicts  was  taken  by 
the  pirates.  They  would  have  per- 
suaded me  and  some  others  to  sign 
^  a  paper,  in  order  to  become  pirates ; 
but  wo  refusing,  they  put  me  and 
•ight  more  ashore  on  a  desert  un- 
inhabited  island,  where  we  mast 
have  perished  with  hunger,  if  by 
good  fortune  an  Indian  canoe  had 
not  arrived  there.  We  waited  till 
the  Indians  were  gone  up  the  island, 
and  then,  getting  into  the  yessel, 
we  sailed  from  one  small  island  to 
another,  till  we  reached  the  coast  of 
Americat 

^  Not  choosing  to  settle  in  any 
of  the  plantations  there,  but  pre- 
ferring the  life  of  a  suilur,  I  ship* 
ped  myself  on  board  a  vc!>sel  that 
carried  merchandise  from  Virginia 
and  South  Carolina  to  Barbad'oes, 
Jamaica,  and  other  of  his  majesty's 
islands.  And  thns  I  lived  a  con. 
siderable  time  ;  but  at  last,  being 
over-desiroos  to  sec  how  my  wife 
and  children  fared  in  England,  I 
was  resolved  to  return  at  all  ad- 
ventures. 

*  Upon  my  arrival  here,  I  quickly 
fell  into  my  former  wicked  prac- 
tices,  and  it  was  not  long  before  I 
was  committed  to  Newgate  on  sus- 
picion of  robbing  a  person  near 
London  ;  but,  by  the  assistance  of 
a  certain  brick layer«  1  broke  out 
of  prison  and  went  to  Hatfield, 
where  I  lay  concealed  for  some 
time;  but  was  at  last  discovered^ 
sud  Ukea  again  by  the  same  brick- 

■r  wAq  bail  procured  my  cscapo* 
erU  genh§  attended  nc     I 


was  certainly  infatuated,  or  I  had 
never  continued  in  a  place  where  I 
was  so  likely  to  be  discovered. 

'  My  father  is  now  a  gardener  at 
Amstervlam.  'Tis  an  addition  to 
my  misfortune  that  I  cannot  see 
him  and  my  mother  before  J  die ; 
bat,  I  hope,  when  he  hear^  of  my 
unhappy  end,  he  will  keep  my 
children  by  my  first  wife  from 
starving.  My  present  wife  n  able, 
by  her  industry,  to  bring  op  her 
Own  offspring  ;  for  she  has  been  an 
honest  careful  woman,  during  the 
nine  months  I  have  been  married  to 
her,  and  has  often  pressed  mc  to  go 
over  to  Ireland,  and  lead  a  regular 
and  sober  life.  It  had  been  well 
for  mc  if  I  had  taken  her  ad- 
vice. 

^  I  have  had  enough  of  thb  rest- 
less and  tumul toons  world,  and 
hope  I  am  now  going  to  a  betttcr. 
I  am  very  casv  and  re&igned  to  the 
will  of  Providence,  not  doubting 
but  I  have  made  my  peace  with 
Heaven.  I  thank  God  that  I  have 
not  been  molested  by  my  fellow- 
prisoners  with  the  least  cursing  or 
swearing  in  the  condemned  hole; 
but  have  had  an  opportunity  of  em- 
ploying every  moment  of  my 
time  in  prcjiaring  for  a  future 
state.' 

The  case  of  this  malefactor  is  very 
extraordinary,  and  perhaps  may 
never  be  equalled  by  that  of  any 
other.  The  narrow  escape  he  had 
experienced  from  the  gallows  ought 
to  have  taught  him  more  wisdom 
than  to  have  returned  from  trans- 
portation before  the  expiration  of 
his  time  ;  but  one  would  think  there 
is  a  fatality  attending  the  conduct 
of  some  men,  who  seem  resolutely 
bent  on  their  own  destruction. 

One  truth,  however,  is  certain. 
It  is  easy,  by  a  steady  adherence  to 
the  rules  of  virtue,  to  shun  that  ig- 
nominious fate  which  n  the  conse* 
iuence  ot  a  breac\i  ol  iK^Uwa  of 
rod  ani  our  couutty. 
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ARTHUR  GRAY, 

CONTICTBD  OF  BUSOLAIIY. 


Ik  December,  1721,  the  prisoner 
was  indicted  for  breaking  and  enter- 
ing tbe  dwelling-house  of  George 
Baillie,  Esq.  in  the  parish. of  St. 
James,  Westminster,  with  intent  to 
raiish  Gricel,  the  wife  of  Alex- 
ander Murray. 

Mrs.  Murray  was  the  sister  of 
Mrs.  Baillie,  and  li? ed  in  the  house 
of  herbrotheriJuJaw,  in  the  absence 
of  her  husband,  who  was  a  military 
officer. 

It  was  sworn  on  the  trial  that, 
about  four  in  the  morning  of  the 
14th  of  October,  the  prisoner  en. 
tered  Mrs.  Murray'}*  room,  with  a 
drawn  sword  in  one  hand  and  a 
pistol  in  the  other,  and  threatened 
to  kill  her  if  she  made  any  noise  ; 
that  she  asked  him  the  meaning  of 
such  a  procedure,  to  which  he  re- 
plied, *  Madam,  I  mean  to  ravish 
yon,  for  I  hare  entertained  a  Tioteut 
passion  for  you  a  long  time ;  but,  as 
there  b  so  great  a  difference  be- 
tween your  fortune  and  mine,  I 
despair  of  enjoying  my  wishes  by 
any  means  but  force.' 

On  this  the  lady  remonstrated 
with  him ;  bat,  persisting  in  his  in. 
tention,  he  laid  the  sword  on  the 
bolster,  and  attempted  to  pull  off 
the  bed-clothm ;  but  Mrs.  Murray 
pushed  hioi  against  the  wail,  wrench, 
ed  the  pistol  out  of  his  hand,  and 
rang  the  bell ;  on  which  the  prisoner 
quitted  the  room ;  biit  she  followed 
him  to  the  door,  and  called  out 
marder,  by  which  the  family  were 
slarmed. 

The  serfants  now  ran  to  the  as. 
sistance  of  the  lady,  but  Gray  had 
got  to  his  own  room,  and  thrown 
himself  on  the  bed  with  his  clothes 
on ;  aad,  ha? ing  been  out  in  com- 
pany the  preceding  evening,  it  does 


not  appear  that  he  was  undressed 
during  the  night. 

Being  apprehended,  and  taken 
before  a  magistrate,  he  confessed 
that  ho  entered  the  room  with  an 
intent  to  ravish  the  lady;  but 
this  ho  afterwards  steadily  denied  ; 
and  Tarious  were  the  opinions  of 
the  public  respecting  his  guilt  or 
innocence. 

l*he  prisoner,  in  his  defence,  said 
that,  thinking  be  heard  a  noise  in 
Mrs.  Murray's  room,  he  went  down 
stairs  and  fetched  a  sword  and 
pistol ;  and,  as  the  door  stood  partly 
open,  he  went  in,  and,  laying  down 
his  arms  to  look  behind  the  bed, 
Mrs.  Murray  rang  the  bell,  and 
alarmed  the  family. 

The  jury,  having  considered  the 
evidence,  brought  him  in  guilty, 
and  he  received  sentence  of  death  ; 
but,  Mrs.  Murray's  relations  inter- 
ceding in  his  behalf,  he  was  aft^r* 
wards  pardoned  on  condition  of 
transportation. 

This  affair  made  a  great  nmse  at 
the  time  it  happened,  and  many 
persons  did  not  scruple  to  insinuate 
that  Gray  had  been  admitted  to 
favours  which  might  warrant  his 
entering  the  lady's  chamber  at  any 
hour. 

The  single  reflection  arising  from 
this  story  is,  that  illicit  pleasure 
leads  to  disgrace :  there  is  no 
doubt  but  there  was  some  foonda* 
tion  for  this  prosecution.  If  Gray 
had  been  previously  too  intimate 
with  the  lady,  she  was  punished  bj 
the  exposure  of  a  public  trial ;  if 
otherwise,  he  was  punished  for  the 
attempt,  in  the  ignominy  of  a  publio 
couTiction.  Hence  let  it  be  learnt 
that  chastity  is  a  virtue  which  can. 
not  be  priacd  at  too  high  a  rate. 
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NATHANIEL  HAWES, 


TOETUKED,  AND  AFTERWARDS 

At  the  time  of  the  sufferings  of 
this  man,  in  the  year  173l|  such  pri- 
soners as  contumaciously  refused  to 
plead  to  their  indictments  under- 
went torture  until  they  complied 
with  the  law  as  it  then  regarded 
their  case.  Thi<i  punishment  is, 
howeter,  no  longer  deemed  com* 
patiblo  with  freedom ;  and  it  was 
therefore  abrogated  in  the  year 
177^  Tet,  as  the  inhuman  prac- 
tice still  prevails  in  some  of  the 
English  settlements  abroad,  and  as 
many  nations  continue  to  torture 
criminals,  we  shall,  previous  to  en- 
tering upon  the  case  of  Hawes,  offer 
some  obser rations  thereon. 

In  order  to  extort  confession, 
torture  is  not  peculiar  to  Roman 
Catholic  countries,  but  is  even  a 
custom  in  China.  The  instrument 
of  barbarity  called  the  rack  is  com- 
posed of  a  thick  strong  plank,  hav« 
ing  a  contrivance  at  one  end  to  se- 
cure the  hands,  and  at  the  other 
a  sort  of  double  wooden  vice.  The 
vice  is  formed  of  three  stout  up- 
rights, two  of  which  are  moveable, 
but  steadied  by  a  block  that  is 
fastened  on  each  side.  The  ancles 
of  the  culprit  being  placed  in  the 
machine,  a  cord  is  passed  round  the 
uprights,  and  held  fast  by  two  men. 
The  chief  toraientor  then  gradually 
introduces  a  wedge  into  the  inter. 
Tab,  alternately  changing  sides* 
The  method  of  forcing  an  expan- 
sion at  the  upfier  part  causes  the 
Jower  ends  to  dravr  towards  the 
central  upright,  which  is  fixed  unto 
the  plank,  and  thereby  compresses 
the  ancles  of  the  wretched  sufferer; 
who,  provided  he  be  fortified  by  in- 
nocence or  resolution,  endures  the 
adtanoes  of  the  wedge,  until  his 
boDct  are  reduced  to  a  jelly. 


EXKCUTED,   FOR  ROBBERY. 

Stcdman,  in  his  account  of  Snri.^ 
nam,  relates  the  following  horrid 
scene,  to  which  he  was  an  eye- wit* 
ness : 

^  There  was  a  negro  whose  name 
was  Neptune,  no  slave,  but  his  own 
master,  and  a  carpenter  by  trade  : 
he  was  young  and  handsome,  but, 
having  killed  the  overseer  of  the 
e!«tato  of  Altona,  in  the  Pfera  Creek , 
in  consequence  of  some  dispute,  he 
justly  forfeited  his  life.  The  par- 
ticulars, however,  are  worth  relat- 
ing : 

^  This  man  having  stolen  a  sheep 
to  entertain  a  favorite  young 
woman,  the  overseer,  who  burned 
with  jealousy,  had  determiacd  to 
see  him  hangnl ;  to  prevent  which, 
the  negro  shot  him  dead  among  the 
sugar-canes.  For  these  offences, 
of  course,  he  was  sentenced  to  be 
broken  alive  upon  the  rack,  with- 
out the  benefit  of  the  coup  fkgracej 
or  mercy-stroke,  f  nformeil  of  the 
dreadful  sentence,  he  composedly 
laid  himself  down  upon  his  back  on 
a  strong  cross,  on  which,  with  his 
arms  and  legs  extended,  he  was 
fastiMied  by  ropes.  The  execu- 
tioner, also  a  black  man,  having 
now  with  a  hatchet  chopped  off  hb 
left  hand,  next  took  up  a  heavy 
iron  bar,  with  which,  by  refloated 
blows,  he  broke  his  bones  to  shivers, 
till  the  marrow,  blood,  and  splin- 
ters, flew  about  the  field  ;  bat  the 
prisoner  never  uttered  a  groan  nor 
a  sigh !  The  ropes  being  next  nn- 
lashed,  I  imagined  him  dead,  and 
fflt  happy ;  till  the  magistrates 
stirring  to  depart,  he  writhed  him- 
self from  the  cross,  when  he  fell  on 
the  grass,  and  damned  theai  all  as  a 
set  of  barbarous  rascals.  At  the 
same  time,  removing  hb  right  hand 
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by'lhe  help  of  his  tcefh,  ho  rcsfed 
hiB  head  on  part  of  the  timber,  and 
asked  the  by-standers  for  a  pipe  of 
tobacco,  which  was  infamously  an« 
f  wered  by  kicking  and  spitting  on 
bim,  tni  I,  with  some  American 
seamen,  thought  proper  to  prevent 
it.    He  then  begged  his  head- might 
be  chopped  off;  but  to  no  purpose. 
At  lait,  seeing  no  end  to  his  misery, 
he  declared,    ^*  that  though  he  had 
deferred  deatb,  he  had  not  expect- 
ed to  die  so  many  deaths ;  however, 
(said    he,)   you  Chrittians    have 
missed  your  aim  at  last,  and  I  now 
care  not  were  I  to  remain  thus  one 
month  longer.''    After   whieh  he 
sung  two  extempore  songs  with  a 
clear  voice ;  the  subjects  of  which 
were  to  bid  adiea   to    his   living 
friends,  and  to  acquaint  his  deceased 
relatiuns  that  in  a  very  little  time 
he  should  be  with  them,  to  enjoy 
their  company  for  ever  in  a  better 
pUoe.  This  done,  he  calmly  entered 
into  eonvemtion  with  some  gen- 
tiemeo  concerning  his  trial,  relating 
every  parficnhr  with   uncommon 
tranquillity.  ^^Bnt  (said  he  abrupt, 
ly),'  by  the  inn  it  must  be  eight 
o'clock,  and  by  any  longer  disco u  rse 
1  skunM  be  sorry  to  be  the  cause  of 
y onr losing yonr  breakfast."  Then, 
casting  his  eyes  on  a  Jew,  whose 
name  was  DaVeries,  <^  Apropos, 
Sir  (said  he),  won't  you  please  to 
pay  me  the  ten  shillings  yon  owe 
me?"  <* For  what  to  do?"  *<  To 
buy  meat  and  drink,  to  be  sure — 
don't  yon  perceive  I'm  to  be  kept 
alive?"  Which  speech,   on  seeing 
the  Jew  stare  like  a  fool,  this  man- 
gled  wretch  accompanied   with  a 
load  and  hearty  laugh.     Next  ob- 
serving the  soldier  that  stood  sen- 
<uiel  over  him  biting  occasionally  a 
piece  of  dry  bread,  he  asked  him 
how  it  came  to  pass  that  he,  a  white 
■fln,  should  have  no  meat  to  eat 
along  with  it  ?  "  Because  I  am  not 
10  rich,"  answered   the    soldier. 


*^  Then  I  will  make  yon  a  present. 
Sir  (said  the  negro).  First  pick 
my  hand  that  was  chopped  off,  clean 
to  the  bones ;  next  begin  to  devour 
my  body  till  you  are  glutted ;  when 
you  will  have  both  bread  and  meat, 
as  best  becomes  you  :"  which  pieee 
of  humour  was  followed  by  a  second 
laugh.  And  thus  he  continued 
nntil  I  left  him,  which  was  about 
three  hours  after  the  dreadful  exe- 
cution. 

<  Wonderful  it  is,  indeed,  that 
human  nature  should  be  able  to  en« 
dure  so  much  torture !  which  assur« 
ediy  could  only  be  supported  by  a 
mixture  of  rage,  contempt,  pride, 
and  the  glory  of  braving  his  tor- 
mentors, from  whom  he  was  so  soon 
to  escape. 

*  I  never  recall  to  my  remem. 
brance  without  the  most  painful 
sensation  this  horrid  scene,  which 
most  revolt  the  feelings  of  all  who 
have  one  s|>ark  of  humanity.  If  the 
reader,  however,  should  be  offend* 
ed  with  my  dwelling  lo  long  on  this 
unpl/asant  subject,  let  it  be  some 
relief  to  his  reflection  to  consider 
this  punishment  not  inflicted  at  a 
wanton  and  unprovoked  act  of 
cruelty,  but  as  the  extreme  severity 
of  the  Surinam  laws  on  a  desperate 
wretch,  suffering,  as  an  example  to 
others,  for  complicated  crimes; 
while,  at  the  same  time,  it  cannot 
but  give  me,  and  I  hope  many  others, 
some  consolation  to  reflect  that  the 
above  barbarous  mode  of  punish- 
ment was  hitherto  never  put  in  prac- 
tice in  the  British  colonies.  I  must 
now  relate  an  incident  which,  as  it 
had  a  momentary  effect  on  my  ima- 
gination, might  have  had  a  lasting 
one  on  some  who  had  not  investi- 
gated the  real  cause  of  it,  and  which 
it  gave  mo  no  small  satisfaction  to 
discover. 

^  About  three  in  the  afternoon, 
walking  towards  the  place  of  exe- 
cution, with  my   thoughts  full  of 
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to  mm  backwafrfs  nii  fw. 

a«  if  he  hod  hcca  i^It  aJivc 

d/  fCtfppcd  sbnrtr  axdr  iee- 

■•  pjTi—  m  die  S«4v«aaaJLyBdra 

fteiemc  to  ■o«e  a 
leaf  or  afndbcr,  I  ackoovU^  ikat 
I  WM  nwtOei  to  tiie  grooad  wboe 
I  ftood,  vidkMt  luf  in^  the  rcao<«. 
of  advMd^  ooe  fftep  for  floiK 
tai,  rciectHig  dbftt  I  nut  be 
iiiicrrf  oot  to  ftpproaek  tki» 
dad  fkall,  vd  ind  o«t  the  woo. 
dcffol   pkeooMooa  U  pouiWo,  I 
boMIj   valkcd    ap,  aad    iosOatljr 
dbcorcfcd  tke  aatonl  caie,  bj  tke 
rctani  of  a  raltare  to  tbe  gailowt, 
wko  pcrckcd  apoo  it  m  if  ke  meant 
to  daspate  with  aw  tki*  feast  of  cv . 
rioo  ;  wbtdi  bird,   kaviog  alrcadj 
picked  ootooo  of  tkcejcs,  had  fled 
at  mf  int  approack,  aad,  strikia^ 
tka  tkall  vitk  kit  taloof,  as  bo  took 
kia  sodden  fligkt,   occwioocd   tkc 
aMiioB  alreadj  deKvibcd.     I  skaU 
Boir  ool  J  add,  tkat  tkis  poor  wretck, 
after  lifiog  more  tkaa  six  boan, 
kad  beeo  kaocked  on  tke  bead  bj 
tka    coomiaeratiaf    sentiael,     tbe 
■arks  mi  wkose  nasket  oere  per. 
lectljr  visible  bj  a  large  open  frac- 
tan  ia  dbe  skalL' 

Tke  tortare  of  a  criaunal  dariag 
tka  coarse  of  kis  trial  b  a  craeltj 
ooaaecfatcd  bj  castoos  in  most  na. 
tjoai.  It  is  Bscd  witb  aa  iateat 
citbcff  to  BMke  bim  coafcss  bis  crioie, 
or  explaiD  ioaw  contradictioas  iato 
wkicb  be  bad  been  Jed  daring  bis 
naaiination  ;  or  to  discover  bb  ac- 
eoaipliccfl  ;  or  for  some  kind  of  me. 
tapbjsical  and  incomprebensibie 
pargatioB  of  infaaij ;  or,  finaJl j,  in 
order  to  discover  other  crimes,  of 
wbich  be  b  not  accused,  bat  of 
vMck  be  mmy  ba  gaiitjr. 

^^  auM  caa  be  jadgcd  a  criminal 
^'^  ^  k^  immmd  gmUtf  ;  oorcaH 


Ike  pabtic 


M  umi§  m  xaam  Rawai  aay 
daabt  mi  kia  gadt  I     Tkii  dBiaiiai 
B  f rc^oeat.     Excker  ba  is  gaiit j  or 
■oc   gaflxj.     If  gaafef*  ba  skoaid 
ooIf  safirr  tke 
bj  tke  U«a« 
aadcsK,  as  bis 
avj.     If  ba  be  aac  gaitj,  70a  tor* 
tare  tbe  aiaofsar;  lar,  ia  tke eje 
of  the  tav,  ererj-  aaa  is  iaaocaat 
wb«Me  crizac  kaa  not  baea 
Besides,  it  is  coafaaafiBg  all 
tioaa  to  expect  tkat  a 
be  botk  tke  acoBMr  aad  tka 
cd;  and  tkat  paiaskoabika  tke  test 
of  tratk,as  if  tiadk  redded  ia  tke 
Biasdcs  and  ibm  9i  a  oialdk  ai 
tortarc.     By  tkis  aeAad  tke  ro- 
iU  escape  aad  dbe  feeble  be 
Tbeseaie  tbeiacoa. 
of  tkis  preleadcd  lest  of 
tratky  wortkj  oalj  of  a  caaaibal, 
aad  wkick  tke  Roasaas,  ai  BMay 
respects  barbaroas,  aad  vbase  sa. 
vage  virtac  kas  bees  too  aack  ad. 
aivcd,  reserved  for  tke  slaves  akiae. 
Wkat  b  tke  nolitical  aileatiaaof 


?— To  tmifi 

aa  example  to  otkert.    Is  tkb  ia* 

teatMM  ansvercd  by  tbaa  pnvately 

tortaring  tke  gailtj  aad  tbe  iaao- 

ceat?  It  b  doabtless  of  impartaaca 

tkat  BO  crime  sboald  rcaaia  aa- 

panbbcd :  bat  it  b  aseless  to  make 

a  pabtic  example  of  tke  aalker  of  a 

crioM  bid   ia  darkness.    A  cfiaM 

alreadj  committed,  and  for  wbicb 

tbere  can  be  ao  remedy,  can  oolj 

be  punisbed  bj  a  political  sodetf 

witb  an  utention  tbat  ao  bopes  of 

impunity  shonid  indace' otbers  to 

commit  tbe  same.     If  it  be  trne  tbat 

tbe  number  of  tbose  vbo  from  foar 

or  virtae  respect  tke  lavs  b  greater 

tkan  oC  ttea  by  wkom  tkay  aro 
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Tiolated,  the  mk  of  (ortarin^  an 
inooccfit  person  is  greater,  a«  there 
is  a  greater  probability  that,  cmttris 
paHhuif  an  individual  hath  observ- 
ed than  he  hath  infringed  the  laws. 
There  Is  another  ridiculous  mo« 
tiTC  for  tortare-^nanM^ly,  to  purge  a 
man  from  infamy.  Ought  such  an 
abuse  to  be  tolerated  in  the  nine- 
teenth century  ?  Can  pain,  which 
is  a  sensation,  have  any  conneiion 
with  a  moral  sentiment,  a  matter  of 
opinion  ?  Perhaps  the  rack  may  l>e 
considered  as  the  refiner's  furnace. 
It  is  not  difficult  to  trace  this 
senseless  law  to  its  origin ;  for  an 
absurdity  adopted  by  a  whole 
nation  must  have  some  affinity  with 
other  ideas  establbhed  and  respect- 
ed by  the  same  nation.  This  cus- 
tom seems  to  be  the  offspring  of  re- 
ligion, by  which  mankind,  in  all 
nations,  and  In  all  ages,  are  so  ge- 
nerally Influenced.  We  are  taught 
by  onr  infallible  Church  that  those 
stains  of  sin  contracted  through 
human  frdlty,  and  which  have  not 
deserved  the  eternal  anger  of  the 
Almighty,  are  to  be  pnrged  away 
in  another  life  by  an  incomprehen- 
sible fire.  Now  infamy  is  a  stain ; 
and,  if  the  punishments  and  fire  of 
porgatoiy  can  take  away  all  spiri- 
tual stains,  why  should  not  the  pain 
of  torture  take  away  those  of  a  civil 
nature?  1  Imagine  that  the  con. 
fession  of  a  crimfaiaL  which  in  some 
tribunals  is  required  as  being  essen- 
tial to  his  condemnation,  has  a  simi- 
lar origin,  and  has  been  taken  from 
the  mysterious  tribunal  of  peni- 
tence, where  the  confession  of  sins 
it  a  necessary  part  of  the  sacra, 
ment.  Thus  havq  men  abused  the 
unerring  light  of  revelation ;  and, 
in  the  times  of  tractable  ignorance, 
hating  no  other,  they  naturally  had 
recoorse  to  it  on  every  occasion, 
making  the  most  remote  and  absurd 
applications.    Moreover,  infamy  is 


a  sentiment  regulated  neither  by  the 
laws  nor  by  reason,  but  entirely  by 
opinion  ;  but  torture  renders  the 
victim  igfamoos,  and  therefore  can« 
not  take  infamy  away* 

Another  intention  of  torture  is 
to  oblige  the  supposed  criminal  to 
reconcile  the  contradictions  into 
which  he  may  have  fallen  during 
his  examinations  ;  as  if  the  dread  of 
punishment,  the  uncertainty  of  his 
fate,  the  solemnity  of  (he  Court, 
the  majesty  of  the  judge,  and  the 
Ignorance  of  the  accused,  were  not 
abundantly  sufficient  to  account  for 
contradictions,  which  are  so  com« 
mon  to  men  even  in  a  state  of  tran* 
quillity,  and  which  most  necessarily 
be  multiplied  by  the  perturbation 
of  the  mind  of  a  man  entirely  en* 
gaged  in  the  thoughts  of  saving  him« 
self  from  imminent  danger. 

This  infamous  test  of  truth  is  a 
remaining  monument  of  that  ancient 
and  savage  legislation  in  which 
trials  by  fire,  by  tailing  water,  or 
the  uncertainty  of  combats,  wert 
called  judgments  of  God;  as  if  the 
links  of  that  eternal  chain  whose 
beginning  is  in  the  breast  of  tho 
First  Cause  of  all  things  could  ever 
be  disunited  by  the  institutions  of 
men.  The  only  difference  between 
torture  and  trials  by  fire  and  boiling 
water  is,  that  the  event  of  the  first 
depends  on  the  will  of  the  accused, 
and  of  the  second  on  a  fact  entirely 
physical  and  external ;  bnt  thb  dif« 
ference  is  apparent  only,  not  real. 
A  roan  on  the  rack,  in  the  convul* 
sions  of  torture,  has  it  as  little  io 
his  power  to  declare  the  truth  as,  in 
former  times,  to  prevent,  without 
fraud,  the  effects  of  fire  or  boiling 
water. 

Every  act  of  the  will  is  invariably 
in  proportion  to  the  force  of  the 
impression  on  our  senses.  The  im- 
pression of  pain,  then,  may  increase 
to  snch  a  degree,  that,  occupying 
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tko  mind  entirely,  it  will  compel 
the  nufTcrer  to  use  the  shortest  me- 
thod of  freeing  himself  from  tor- 
ment. Uis  uiswcr,  therefore,  will 
be  an  effect  as  necetsary  as  that  of 
fire  or  boiling  water,  and  he  will 
accQSc  himself  of  crimes  of  which  he 
Is  innocent ;  80  that  the  very  means 
employed  to  distinguish  the  inno. 
cent  from  the  guilty  will  most  effec« 
toally  destroy  all  difference  between 
them* 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  con- 
firm these  reflecdons  by  examplta 
of  innocent  persons  who,  from  the 
agony  of  torture,  have  confessed 
themselves  guilty  :  innumerable  in- 
stances may  be  found  in  all  nations 
and  in  every  age.  How  amazing 
that  mankind  hare  always  neglected 
to  draw  the  natural  conclusion  ! 
Lives  there  a  man  who,  if  he  has 
carried  his  thoughts  ever  so  little  be- 
yond  the  necessities  of  liic,  when  he 
reflects  on  such  cruelty,  is  not  tempt* 
cd  to  fly  from  society,  and  return  to 
bis  natural  state  of  independence  ? 

The  result  of  torture,  then,  is  a 
matter  of  calculation,  and  depends 
on  the  constitution,  which  differs  in 
every  individual,  and  b  in  propor. 
tion  to  hb  strength  and  sensibility ; 
so  that  to  discover  truth  by  this 
method  b  a  problem  which  may  be 
better  resolved  by  a  mathematician 
than  a  judge,  and  may  be  thus 
stated.  The  force  of  the  muscle* 
and  the  sensibility  of  the  nerves  of 
an  innocent  person  being  given,  it  b 
required  to  find  the  degree  of  pain 
necessary  to  make  him  confess  him- 
self  guilty  of  a  giren  crime. 

The  examination  of  the  accused 
is  intended  to  find  out  the  truth ; 
but  if  thb  be  discovered  with  so 
much  difficulty  in  the  air,  gesture, 
and  countenance  of  a  man  at  ease, 
Mw  can  it  appear  in  a  countenance 
*«torled  by  the  convubioos  of  tor- 
"^^  Every  rMcnlaction  destroys 


those  small  alterations  in  the  fea« 
tures  which  sometimes  disclose  the 
sentiments  of  the  heart 

These  truths  were  known  to  the 
Roman  legislators,  amongst  whou^ 
slaves  only,  who  were  not  coosi. 
dercd  as   citizens,   were  tortarcd. 
They  are  known  to  the  English,  a 
nation   in   which    the  progress  of 
science,  superiority  in  commerce, 
riches,  and  power,  its  natural  con* 
sequences,  together  with  the  oume. 
rous  examples  of  virtue  and  courage, 
leave  no  doubt  of  the  excellence  of 
its  laws.    They  have  been  ackuow. 
lodged  in  Sweden,   where  torture 
has    been    abolbbcd.      They  are 
known  to  one  of  the  wisest  mo- 
narchs  in    Europe,    who,    having 
seated   philosophy  on  the  throne, 
by    hb  beneficent    legblatlon    has 
made  hb  subjects  free,  though  de- 
pendent on   the  laws ;   the   only 
freedom  that  reasonable  men  can 
desire  in  the  present  state  of  thin^ 
In  short,    torture   has    not  been 
thought  necessary  in  the  laws  of 
armies,    composed  chiefly  of   the 
dregs  of  mankind,   where  its  use 
should  seem  most  necessaiy.  Strange 
phenomenon,    that  a  set  of  men, 
hardened  by  slaughter  and  familiar 
with  blood,  should  teach  humanity 
to  the  sons  of  peace  ! 

A  very  strange  but  necessary 
consequence  of  the  use  of  torture 
is,  that  the  case  of  the  innocent  b 
worse  than  that  of  the  guilty.  With 
regard  to  the  first,  either  he  con- 
fesses the  crime  which  lie  has  not 
committed,  and  b  condemned;  or 
he  is  acquitted,  and  has  suffered  a 
punbhment  he  did  not  deserve. 
On  the  contrary,  the  person  who 
is  really  guilty  has  the  most  favor- 
able side  of  the  question ;  for,  if  he 
supports  the  torture  with  firmness 
and  resolution,  he  b  acquitted,  and 
has  gained,  having  exchanged  a 
greater  puaislimcnt  for  a  less. 
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The  law  by  which  torture  h  au« 
thorixed  iayi— ^  Men,  be  insentible 
to  pain.  Nature  has  indeed  giten 
you  an  irresistible  self-love,  and  an 
unalienable  right  of  ielf-preserra- 
tion ;  but  I  create  in  you  a  con. 
trary  seutiment,  an  heroical  hatred 
of  younelvef.  I  command  yon  to 
accuse  yoarseWes,  and  to  declare 
the  truth,  amidst  the  tearing  of 
your  flesh  and  the  dislocation  of 
your  bones.' 

Torture  is  asod  to  discover  whe- 
thcr  the  criminal  be  guilty  of  other 
crimes  besides  those  of  which  he  is 
accused,  which  b  equivalent  to  the 
following  reasoning  :— ^  Thou  art 
guilty  of  one  crime,  therefore  it  is 
possible  that  thou  mayest  hare  com- 
mitted a  thousand  others  ;  but  the 
affair  being  doubtful,  I  must  try  it 
by  my  criterion  of  truth.    The  laws 
order  thee  to  be  tormented  because 
thonart  gnilty,  because  thou  mayest 
be  gnilty, and  because  I  choose  thoa 
shouldeit  be  guilty.' 

Torture  is  used  to  make  the  cri. 
minal  discover  his  accomplices ;  but, 
if  it  has  demonstrated  that  it  is  not 
a  proper  means  of  discovering  truth, 
how  can  it  serve  to  discover  the  ac- 
complices, which  is  one  of  the  truths 
required  ?     Will  not  the  man  who 
accuses  himself  yet  more  readily  ac- 
cuse others  2    Besides,  is  it  just  to 
torment  one  man  for  the  crime  of 
another  ?  Blay  not  the  accomplices 
be  found  oat  by  the  examination  of 
the  witnesses,  or  of  the  criminal— 
from    the   evidence,  or  from  the 
nature  of  the  crime  itself— in  short, 
by  all  the  means  that  have  been 
used  to  prove  the  guilt  of  the  pri. 
loaer  ?  The  aocompliees  commonly 
fly  when  their  comrade  is  talLcn. 

All  mankind,  being  exposed  to 
the  attempts  of  violence  or  perfidy, 
detest  the  crimes  of  which  they  may 
possibly  be  the  victims  ;  all  desire 
that  the  principal  oflfcnder  and  his 
tccompliocsaaybe  punished;  never- 


theless,  there  is  a  natural  compassion 
in  the  human  heart,  which  makes 
all  men  detest  the  cruelty  of  tor- 
turing the  accused,  in  order  to  ex« 
tort  confession.  The  law  has  not 
condemned  them  ;  and  yet,  though 
uncertain  of  their  crime,  you  inflict 
a  punishment  more  horrible  than 
that  which  they  are  to  suffer  when 
their  guilt  is  confirmed.  ^  Possibly 
thou  mayest  be  innocent ;  but  I  will 
torture  thee  that  I  may  be  satisfied : 
not  that  i  intend  to  make  thee  any 
recompense  for  the  thousand  deaths 
which  I  have  made  thee  suffer,  in 
lien  of  that  which  is  preparing  for 
thee.'  Who  does  not  shudder  at 
the  idea  ?  St.  Augustin  opposed 
such  cruelty  ;  the  Komans  tortured 
their  slaves  only ;  and  Quintilian, 
recollecting  that  they  were  men,  re- 
proved the  Romans  for  such  want 
of  humanity. 

If  there  were  but  one  nation  in 
the  world  which  had  abolished  the 
use  of  torture— if  in  that  nation 
crimes  were  no  more  frequent  than 
in  others — and  if  that  nation   be 
more  enlightened  and  more  flournh* 
ing  since  the  abolition<^it8  example 
surely  were  suflicient  for  the  rest  of 
the  world.      England  alone  might 
instruct  all   other   nations   in  this 
particular,  but  England  is  not  the 
only  nation.     Torture  hath  been 
abolished  in  other  countries,  and 
with  success  :  the  question,  there- 
fore, is  decided.     Shall  not  a  peo- 
ple who  pique  themselves^  on  their 
politeness  pride  themselves  also  on 
their  humanity  ?  shall  they  obsti- 
nately persist  in  their  inhumanity, 
merely    because   it  is   an   ancient 
custom  ?    Reserve,   at  least,  such 
cruelty  for  the  punishment  of  those 
hardened  wretches  who  shall  have 
assassinated  the  father  of  a  family, 
or  the  father  of  his  country ;  but 
that  a  young  person  who  commits  a 
fault  which  leaves  no  traces  behind 
it  should  suffer  equally  with  a  par. 
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ricide,  U  not  thU  an  atelcss  piece  of 
barbarity  ? 

Nathaniel  Hawes  was  a  natire  of 
Norfolk,  in  which  county  he  wai 
bom  in  the  year  1701.  Hit  finther 
was  a  grazier  in  ample  circam. 
stances,  but,  dying  while  the  son 
was  an  infant,  a  relation  iti  Hert- 
fordshire  took  care  of  his  education. 

At  a  proper  age  he  was  appren« 
ticed  to  an  upholsterer  in  London  ; 
but,  becoming  connected  with  peo- 
ple of  bad  character,  and  thus  ac- 
quiring an  early  habit  of  Tice,  he 
robbed  his  master  when  he  had 
served  only  two  years  of  his  time, 
for  which  he  was  tried  at  the  Old 
fiailey ;  and,  being  conricted  of 
stealing  to  the  amount  of  thirty- 
nine  shillings,  was  sentenced  to 
seren  years'  transportation. 

This  sentence,  howcrer,  was  not 
carried  into  execution,  owing  to 
the  following  circumstance : «-  A 
man  named  Phillips  had  encouraged 
the  unhappy  yoath  in  his  depreda* 
tions,  by  purchasing,  at  a  yery  low 
rate,  such  goods  as  he  stole  from  his 
master :  but,  when  Uawes  was  taken 
into  custody,  he  gave.  In  formation 
of  this  affair,  in  eonsequence  oi 
which  a  search-warrant  was  pro- 
cured, and  many  e&cts  belonging 
to  Hawes's  master  were  found  in 
Phillips's  posfession. 

Hereafter  application  was  made 
to  the  king,  and  a  free  pardon  was 
granted  to  Hawes,  whereby  he  was 
rendered  a  competent  evidence 
against  Phillips,  who  was  tried  for 
receiving  stolen  goods,  and  trans- 
ported for  fourteen  years. 

Hawes,  during  his  confinement 
in  Newgate,  had  made  such  con- 
nexions as  greatly  contributed  to 
the  contamination  of  bis  morals ; 
^imI,  soon  after  his  release,  he  con- 
■lecti'd  himself  with  a  set  of  bad 
fellows  who  acted  under  the  direc- 
^'^  of  JoBitthsM  Wild  ;  and,  having 
"'^^^^  fiMTticBlMr  acquMintanc^  with 


one  John  James,  tiray  joined  in  the 
commission  of  a  number  of  rob^ 
beries. 

After  an  uncommon  share  of  sac* 
cess  for  some  days,  they  qoarrelled 
on  the  division  of  the  booty:  in 
consequence  each  acted  on  hu  own 
account.  Some  little  time  after  they 
had  thus  separated,  Hawes,  being 
apprehensive  that  James  would  im- 
peach him,  applied  to  Jonathan 
Wild,  and  informed  against  his  old 
acquaintance,  on  which  James  was 
taken  into  custody,  tried,  convicted, 
and  executed. 

Notwithstanding  this  conviction, 
the  Court  sentenced  Hawes  to  be 
imprisoned  in  the  New  Prison ;  and 
that  gaol  was  preferred  to  Newgale, 
because  the  prisoners  in  the  latter 
threatened  to  murder  Hawes,  for 
being  an  evidenco  against  James. 

Here  it  should  be  observed  thal^ 
by  an  act  of  the  4th  and  ith  of 
William  and  Mary,  for  the  acre 
effectual  conviction  of  highwaymea, 
the  evideooe  of  acoompliecf  is  al- 
lovred  ;  but  the  evidence  cannot 
claim  his  liberty  unless  two  or  more 
of  his  accomplices  are  convicted } 
but  may  be  imprisoned  dnriag  the 
pleasure  of  the  Court. 

Soon  after  his  commitment, 
Hawes  and  another  fellow  made 
their  escape,  and,  entering  into  part* 
nership,  committed  a  variety  of 
robberies,  particularly  on  the  road 
between  Hackney  and  Shoredlteh. 

This  connexion,  like  the  former, 
lasted  but  a  short  time :  a  dispute  on 
dividing  their  ill-gotten  gains  oc- 
casion^ a  separation ;  soon  after 
which  Hawes  went  alone  to  Finchley 
Common,  where,  meeting  with  a 
gentleman  riding  to  town,  he  pre- 
sented a  pistol  to  his  breast,  and 
commanded  him  instantly  to  dis- 
mount, that  he  might  search  him 
for  his  money. 

The  gentleman  offered  him  four 
shillings,  on  which  Hawea  twere 
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the  BOit  iMrrid  cmthi,  and  threat- 
ened inttant  death  if  ho  did  not  im- 
ttediately  submit.  The  gentleman 
^vitted  his  horse,  and  in  the  same 
BOOieRt  leiaed  the  pistol,  which  he 
soatdied  from  the  hand  of  the  rob- 
ber,  and,  presenting  it  to  him,  told 
him  to  expect  death  if  he  did  not 
surrender  himself. 

Hawei,  who  was  now  as  terrified 
as  he  had  been  insolent,  made  no 
oppontfOB  ;  and,  the  driver  of  a 
cart  coming  np  jast  at  that  juncture, 
he  was  easily  made  prisoner,  con- 
veyed to  LoadoB,  and  committed  to 
Newgate. 

When  the  se^iions  came  on,  and 
be  was  brought  to  the  bar,  he  re- 
fosed  to  plod  to  his  Indictment, 
alleging  the  following  reasons  for 
so  dohg ;  that  he  would  die,  as  he 
bad  Kved,  Hke  a  gentleman  :  <  The 
people  (nid  be),  who  apprehended 
me,  sebed  a  suit  of  fine  clothes, 
which  I  Intended  to  have  gone  to 
the  gallows  In ;  and,  unless  they  are 
rotinied,  I  will  not  plead  ;  forno 
one  shall  lay  that  1  was  hanged  in  a 
dirty  shirt  and  ragged  coat.' 

On  this  he  was  told  what  would 
be  the  oontequenee  of  his  contempt 
of  legal  aatherity;  but,  this  making 
no  impfesiiea  on  him|  sentence  was 
pronoBMed  that    be    should    be 
pressed  Co  datib;  wherenpon  he  was 
t«ke«  froM  the  Court,  and,  being 
laid  o«  bis  back,  sustained  a  load  of 
two  bandied  and  fifty  pounds'  weight 
about  ievea  minutes ;  but,  unable 
any  longer  to  bear  the  pain,  he  en- 
treated be  night  be  conducted  back 
to  the  Coart,  which  being  complied 
''Hh,  he  pleaded  not  guilty ;  bnt 
the  evidence  against  hire  being  com- 
plete, be  was  convicted,  and  sen- 
tenced to  die. 


After  conviction  his  behaviour 
was  very  improper.  He  told  the 
other  capital  convicts  he  would  die 
like  a  hero,  and  behaved  in  the 
same  thou((htlcss  way  till  the  arri- 
val of  the  warrant  for  his  execution  t 
after  which  his  conduct  was  not 
altogether  so  imprudent.  He  owned 
to  the  Ordinary  of  Newgate  that 
he  was  iiiducrd  to  refuse  to  plead 
to  his  indictment  that  the  other 
prisoners  might  deem  him  a  man 
of  honour,  and  not  from  the  idle 
vanity  of  being  hanged  In  fine 
clothes. 

He  acknowledged  many  robberies 
which  he  had  committed,  but 
charged  Jonathan  Wild  as  being 
the  principal  author  of  his  ruin,  by 
purchasing  the  stolen  goods.  He 
likewise  owned  that  he  had  been 
base  enough  to  inform  against  per* 
tons  who  were  innocent,  particu- 
larly a  gentleman's  servant  who  was 
then  in  custody ;  but  he  did  hot 
discover  many  signs  of  contrition 
for  this  or  any  other  of  his  offences. 

He  was  eaecuted  at  Tyburn  on 
the  %'id  of  December,  1731. 

The  inferences  to  be  drawn  from 
the  case  of  this  malefactor  are  ob- 
vious. By  his  informing  against 
James,  lest  James  should  Impeach 
him,  we  see  how  little  confidence 
thieves  can  place  in  each  other ;  and 
that  partnerships  in  wickedness  are 
sure  to  end  in  destruction. 

From  the  resistance  made  bj  the 
gentleman  whom  Hawes  attacked, 
and  the  consequent  apprehension  of 
the  offender,  we  may  fairly  con- 
clude that  there  is  a  cowardice 
naturally  attached  to  guilt,  which 
will  almost  infallibly  favour  the 
cause  of  the  honest  man. 


WILLIAM  BURRIDGE, 

RXBCUTKD  VOa  UORSE-STEALIKO, 

Was  bom  in  Northamptonshire,    a  carpenter  ;  but,  being  of  a  wild 
and  served  his  apprenticeship  with    disposition,  his  friends  determined 
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on  sending  him  (o  tem :  accordin^l  j 
they  got  him  rated  3«  a  midshipman, 
and  he  sailed  (<»  thu  coast  of  Spain : 
but,  soon  quitlini;  the  naral  service, 
he  retorncd  to  England,  and,  com- 
mencing highway  man  y  committed 
many  robberies  on  the  road  to 
Hampstead,  on  Finchley  Common, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ham- 
mersmith. 

When  he  first  began  the  practice 
of  robbing,  he  formed  a  re>olution 
to  retire  when  he  had  acquired  as 
much  money  as  would  support  him : 
but  this  time  never  arrived ;  for, 
finding  his  success  by  no  means 
proportioned  to  his  expectations,  he 
became  one  of  the  gang  under  Jo. 
nathan  Wild,  of  infamousi  memory ; 
and  was  fur  a  considerable  time 
screened  from  justice  by  that  cele- 
brated master  of  thie?ca>. 

Burridge,  being  confined  in  New 
Prison  for  a  ca|)iral  oflfence,  broke 
out  of  that  gaol ;  and  he  was  re- 
peatedly an  evidence  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  by  which  means  his  a^so. 
ciates  suflered  the  rigour  of  the  law. 
At  length,  having  oH'ended  Wild, 
the  latter  m  irked  him  down  as  one 
doomed  to  suffer  at  the  next  execu- 
tion after  the  ensuing  sessions  at  the 
Old  Bailev;  which  was  a  common 
practice  with  Wild  when  he  grew 
tired  of  his  dependants,  or  thought 
they  could  be  no  longer  serviceable 
to  him. 

Alarmed  by  this  circumstance, 
Borridge  fled  into  Lincolnshire, 
where  he  stole  a  horse,  and  brought 
it  to  f^ndon,  intending  to  sell  it  at 
bmithfield  for  present  support :  but, 
the  gentleman  who  lost  the  horse 
having  sent  a  full  description  of  it 
to  London,  Burridge  was  seen 
™«ng  on  it  through  the  street,  and 
watched  to  a  liTcry-steble. 

Sr^I^.'*"^   »   braS,  of   pistol.; 

^h^^y  ^destruction  to  any  one 

^""^  "^--^  W«  ;  by  which  he 


got  off;  but,  being  immediately 
pnnued,  he  wai  apprehended  in 
May-fair,  and  lodged  in  Newgate. 
On  his  trial,  a  man  and  a  woman 
swore  that  they  saw  him  parchase 
the  horse;  but,  as  there  was  a  ma- 
terial difference  in  their  stories,  the 
Court  was  of  opinion  that  they  had 
been  hired  to  »wear,  and  the  judge 
gave  directions  for  their  being  taken 
into  custody  for  the  perjury. 

The  jury  did  not  heiitale  to  find 
Burridge  guilty ;  and,  afteneotcnce 
was  passed,  his  bchavioarwas  ex. 
tremely  deiout ;  and  he  encouraged 
the  devotion  of  others  in  like  un- 
happy circumstances* 

lie  was  executed  at  Tybini  on 
the  ^ti\  of  March,  17«,  in  the 
34th  year  of  his  age;  having  first 
warned  the  spectators  to  be  obedient 
to  their  parents  and  mastefi|and  to 
beware  of  the  crime  of  ddhaaching 
young  women,  which  liad  first  led 
him  from  the  path  of  d«ty,  and 
finally  ended  in  his  ruin. 

The  idea  this  nnhappy  man  had 
conceived,   of  leaving  off  robbing 
nhen  he  had  obtained  cnoogh  to 
support  him,  wa*  ridiculous  in  the 
highest  degree.  Perhaps  there  never 
wa<  a  single  instance  of  a  thief  re- 
tiring on  the  profits  of  his  plunder. 
What  is  got  in  an  illq^al  manner  is 
always  spent  in  debauchery  and  ex- 
travagance :  but,  suppo>ing  retire- 
ment was  possible,  could  that  man 
expect  one  moment  of  pMce  who 
had  acquired  his  subsistence  by  acto 
of  dishonesty  ?     He  coald  not  eat  a 
morsel  of  breail,  or  drink  a  draught 
of  liquor,  but  he  must  reflect  that  it 
was  not  his  own.     Hu  days  wooki 
be  wretched,  and  his  nights  sleep- 
less ;  he  would  be  terrified  by  efery 
new  face  he  saw ;  the  fear  of  de- 
tection would  be  uppermost  in  his 
mind ;  and  he  would  be  perpetually 
tormented  with  the  racking  pains  of 
a  guilty  conscience. 

Mlct  this  dreadful  repreientalitm 
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of  focb,  ftolhiiig  need  be  addacl  to  lupiuDcti ;  and  thmihe  who  deviates 
cmtince  joutb  that  to  (read  in  the  from  thii  path  »  in  the  certain  waj> 
path  of  Tirtao  u  the  (oratt  war  *o    tttbriDgdcatracliononhliowolwad. 


Harttty  and  Rttvtl  roUiing  a  Jaumei/tiuin  Tailor  ni 


JOHN  HARTLEY  AND  THOMAS  REEVES, 


FOOTfADS,  exFCUTIO 

Tani  oSwden  were  tried  for 
■topping  a  joBineymaii  tailor,  in 
the  fiddiaeu  Harrow,  and  robbing 
him  of  two  pence  and  hii  clothes ; 
and,  beenMhebad  no  more  money, 
^7  l>(*t  Um  moit  inhumanly, 
d  bonnd  him  to  a  tree, 


ioto  a  public  home  in  Fore  Street, 
saw  the  fellows  offering  to  fell  the 
tailor's  cual.  The  fiddler  immedL 
ately  propoied  to  bo  the  parcbascr, 
gave  earnest  for  it,  and,  pretending 
he  had  not  money  eoongh,  said  ho 
■bipved,  and  bonnd  him  to  a  tree,  would  fetch  the  difference ;  instead 
Wlule  he  was  in  this  wretched  of  which  he  brought  the  party 
ittaiHon,  somepenoni  coming  by  robbed,  who,  knowing  the  foot- 
Mfenid  hln,  and  took  him  to  no  pads,  they  were  taken  into  custody. 
'I'fcQaw,  where  he  told  the  parti-  The  eiidence  on  their  trial  was 
ohn  of  the  robbery,  mentioned  so  plain  that  the  jury  could  not 
tke  coloDT  of  his  clothes,  and  de.  hesitate  to  find  them  gnilty ;  in  con. 
wriM  the  persons  of  the  robbers  sequence  of  which  they  recelred 
to  ttt  best  of  hit  power.  sentence  of  death. 

These  drcnmslances  were  heard         After  conTictiou  their  befaatiour 
^  a  fiddler,  who,  going  next  day     was   unbecoming  persons  in   tbelr 
tOL.  I.  10 


i^       £>.&??  A  l.£li2Wi:r,  5EVGATS  fAuyn^R- 
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ra 
kns 
.  bttUi 
Mil  tkache 
tke  9»ila«i 
cocAigl  J  refi 

As  tkcf  vcfc  o 
tW  Qpfaiij  Mkcd  B«e«s  if  &■ 
wife  kad  ben  c— ceiBci  with  Urn 
in  anj  robberies.  *  Xo,*  said  be  ; 
'iheiia  worth/  woaaa,  wboteint 
bubonrf  happening  to  be  hanged,  I 
married  her,  that  ihe  might  not  re- 
proach me  bj  a  repetition  of  hu 
▼irtnes.* 

At  the  faUl  tree  Reetes  behared 
in  the  most  hardened  manner, 
affected  to  despise  death,  and  said 
he  bclieTod  he  might  go  to  beafen 


at  Tj. 
OH  te  4th  of  May,  1722. 
We  see,  in  the  instance  of  these 
^  finim  whatacasMidr. 
ttcir  detection  arose.  A 
a  description  of  them  in 
pnhGc boose;  the  next  day  he 
accidentally  into  another  ale. 
teMB,  where  he  sea  them  ofiering 
the  stolea  goods  for  sale ;  and,  by 
SB  hoMt  decepthm,  procores  their 
taken  into  cnstody.  The 
iddW  had  no  interest  in  their 
bat  what  arose  from  hu 
of  vice;  yet  he  was  so 
R^Hifal  of  what  he  had  heaid,  that 
\  the  isHMdiate  instrument 
_  them  to  jBstiee. 
let  as  kara  to  admire  the 
myslcrias  of  the  prori- 
of  God,  which,  as  thty  sar- 
war  ialte  camprphetiiioa, 
oar  woader  and  oar 
grwfiHides.  NoAfaigcanbehidfrom 
the  all  seeing  eye  of  Heaven ;  and 
the  maa  that  commits  a  crime  with 
the  hope  of  concealing  it  does  bnt 
treasure  np  a  fond  of  anessiness  for 
his  own  mind :  for,  even  If  the  crime 
should  be  concealed  from  the  public, 
he  will  be  perpetually  harsMed 
with  the  corroding  stings  of  a  guilty 
conscience,  and  at  all  times  carry 
with  him  a  hdl  in  his  own  bosom ! 


ARUNDEL  COOKE,  ESQ.  AND  JOHN  WOODBURNE, 


EXECUTED  FOR  CUTTIMC 

Pacvious  io  the  passing  of  what 
is  called  the  Coventry  Act,  it  was 
customary  for  revengeful  men  to 
waylay  another,  and  cut  and  maim 
him,  so  that,  though  he  did  not  die 
of  such  wounds,  he  might  remain  a 
cripple  during  the  remainder  of  life ; 
and  such  cue  was  not  then  a  capital 
ttfTrnre.  It  was  also  a  dangerous 
pranllcn  rrsortcd  to  by  thieves, 
who  would  often  cut  the  sinews  of 


AMD  MAIMING  MR.  CRIST. 

men's  legs,  called  .hamstringing,  la 
order  to  prevent  their  escape  from 
being  robbed. 

Sir  John  CoTentry,  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  II«  haHng  opposed 
the  measures  of  the  Court  bi  the 
house  of  commons,  in  revenge  some 
armed  villains  attacked  him  one 
night  in  Coven t-garden,  slit  his 
nose,  and  cut  off  his  lips.  Shocked 
by  so  barbarous  a  dc^,  the  mom- 
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beii  of  both  hornet  of  parliMient 
paned  an  act  in  a  few  daya,  bjr 
which  it  was  ordained,  that '  Un. 
lawfallj  catting  out,  or  disabling, 
the  tongue,  of  aalice  aforethought, 
or,  bj  lying  in  wait,  putting  out  an 
eve,  sHtting  the  nose  or  lip,  or  cut- 
tug  oif  or  disabling  any  limb"  or 
menber  of  any  person,  with  intent 
to  miisi  or  dttfigure,  shall  be  felony 
withont  beneit  of  clergy.'  .  By  this 
Uwitislikflwise enacted, that  <ac. 
cessories  shill  likewise  be  deemed 
prindpals.'  Cooke  and  Wood, 
bume,  whose  crime  we  are  about  to 
relate,  weie  tin  first  who  suffered 
under  thiiaet 

Mr.  Cooke  wu  l>om  at  Bury  St. 
Kdmands,  hi  the  county  of  Suffolk. 
Bis  fiitiier  was  a  man  of  fortune, 
aad,  when  he  had  giTon  him  an  uni« 
leisitj  e&ioation,  he  sent  him  to  the 
Temfia  ta  study  the  law,  after 
which  he  ^is  called  to  the  bar,  and 
«clod  ai  a  eomisdlor.  After  some 
time  he  married  a  young  lady,  the 
sbter  of  Mr.  Crisp,  who  li?ed  in 
the  M^^konrhood  of  his  natife 
pbice. 

Mn  Crisp,  being  a  gentleman  of 
liige  piopertf,  bit  of  a  bad  state 
of  hidth,  mdUhis  will  in  ftiTonr  of 
Cooki^  salqect  only  to  a  jointure 
for  kii  slslst>s  use,  which  was  like, 
wise  (ohioeme^the  property  of  the 
<:ounsclUMr,  in  case  the  lady  died 
hefore  her  hmband. 

It  was  not  Jong  after  Mr.  Crisp 
hsd  made  Us  will  before  he  re. 
covered  hii  health  in  some  degree ; 
hat  he  coatbncd  an  infirm  man, 
Jjhjgh  he  lived  a  number  of  years. 
*■■  partiai  recovery  gave  great 
mmiiii  to  Cooke,  who,  wishing 
to  possess  the  estate,  was  anxious 
'J^^tartfc  of  hb  brother.in.law, 
«o«gh,  as  he  had  art  enough  to 
••■•U  hb  senthaents,  they  ap- 
P"W«d  to  live  on  tolerable  terms. 
.  However,  he  at  length  grew  so 
"■patient  that  he  could  not  come  in 


possession  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
Crisp,  that  he  resolved  to  remove 
him  by  murder  ;  and  for  that  pur* 
pose  he  engaged  John  Woodbume, 
a  labouring  man,  who  had  six  chil- 
dren, to  assbt  him  in  the  execution 
of  hb  diabolical  plan ;  for  which 
piece  of  service  he  promised  to  give 
him  a  hundred  pounds.  The  man 
was  unwilling  to  be  concerned  in 
thb  execrable  business;  but  re. 
fleeting  on  his  poverty,  and  the 
largeness  of  hb  family,  he  was 
tempted  to  comply. 
•  On  this  it  was  agreed  the  mur- 
der should  be  perpetrated  on  Christ, 
mas  evening ;  and,  as  Mr.  Crisp 
was  to  dine  with  Cooke  on  that  day, 
and  the  chureh.yard  lay  between 
one  house  and  the  other.  Wood, 
burne  was  to  wait,  concealed  be- 
hind  one  of  the  tomb.stones,  till 
Cooke  gave  him  the  signal  of  attack, 
which  was  to  be  a  loud  whistle. 

Crisp  came  to  hb  appointment, 
and  dined  and  drank  tea  with  his 
brother.in.law ;  but,  declining  X.o 
stay  supper,  he  left  the  house  about 
nine  o'clock,  and  was  almost  !m. 
mediately  followed  into  (ho  church, 
yard  by  Cooke,  who  giving  the 
agreed  signal,  Woodbume  quitted 
his  place  of  retreat,  knocked  down 
the  unha{)py  man,  and  cut  and 
maimed  him  in  a  terrible  manner, 
in  which  he  was  abetted  by  the 
counsellor. 

Imagining  they  had  dbpatched 
him,  Mr.  Cooke  rewarded  Wood, 
burne  with  a  few  shillings,  and  in- 
stantly  went  home ;  but  he  had  not 
arrived  more  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  before  Mr.  Crisp  knocked 
at  the  door,  and  entered  covered 
with  wounds,  and  almost  dead 
through  loss  of  blood.  He  was 
unable  to  speak,  but  by  his  looks 
seemed  to  accuse  Cooke  with  the 
Intended  murder,  and  was  then  put 
to  bed,  and  his  ifounds  dressed  by 
a  surgeon. 
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At  the  end  of  aboat  a  week  he 
was  io  much  mended  at  to  be  re- 
moved to  his  house.  He  had  no 
doubt  but  Cooke  was  one  of  the 
persons  who  had  assaulted  him  ;  but 
had  resoWed  not  to  speak  of  the 
affair  till  future  circumstances  made 
it  necessary  for  him  to  inform  a 
court  of  justice  of  what  had  hap- 
pened. 

The  intended  assassination  ha?- 
ing  greatly  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  neighbours,  Wood, 
bume  was  apprehended  on  suspi- 
cion ;  when,  making  a  discovery  of 
the  whole  truth,  Cooke  was  also 
taken  into  custody.  They  were 
brought  to  their  trials  at  the  next 
assizes,  and  both  convicted. 

When  they  were  called  upon  to 
receive  sentence  of  death,  Cooke 
desired  to  be  heard  :  and,  the  Court 
complying  with  his  request,  he 
urged  that  <  Judgment  could  not 
pass  on  the  verdict,  because  the  act 
of  parliament  simply  mentions  an 
intention  to  maim  or  deface,  where- 
as he  was  firmly  resolved  to  have 
committed  murder.' 

He  quoted  several  law  cases  in 
favour  of  the  arguments  he  had  ad- 
Tanced,  and  hoped  that  judgment 
might  be  respited  till  the  opinion  of 
the  twelve  judges  could  be  taken 
on  the  case.  The  counsel  for  the 
crown  opposed  the  arguments  of 
Cooke,  insisted  that  the  crime  came 
within  the  meaning  of  the  law,  and 
hoped  that  judgment  would  pass 
against  the  prisoners. 

Lord-chief-justice  King,  who 
presided  on  this  occasion,  declared 
he  could  not  admit  the  force  of  Mr. 
Cooke's  plea,  consistent  with  his 
own  oath  as  a  judge :  ^  for  (said 
he)  it  would  establish  a  principle  in 
the  law,  inconsistent  with  the  first 
dictates  of  natural  reason,  as  the 
greatest  villain  might,  when  con- 
Ticted  of  a  smaller  offence,  plead 
iist  tbe  judgment  must  be  arrested, 


because  he  intended  to  commit  a 
greater.  In  the  present  instance 
(said  he)  judgment  cannot  be 
arrested,  as  the  intention  is  natu- 
rally  implied  when  the  crime  is  actu- 
ally committed.' 

His  lordship  said  that  *  Crisp 
was  assassinated  in  the  manner  laid 
In  the  indictment ;  it  is,  therefore, 
to  be  taken  for  granted,  that  the 
intention  was  to  maim  and  deface  ; 
wherefore  the  court  will  proceed  to 
give  judgment :'  and,  accordingly, 
sentence  of  death  was  'passed  on 
Cooke  and  his  accomplice. 

After  condemnation,'  the  former 
employed  his  time  principally  In 
endeavours  to  procure  a  pardon  ; 
and,  when  he  found  his  expectations 
fail  him,  he  grew  reserved,  and 
would  not  admit  even  the  visits  of 
his  friends.  On  the  contrary, 
Woodbume  was  all  penitence  and 
contrition,  sincerely  lamenting  the 
crime  he  had  been  guilty  of,  and 
the  miserable  situation  in  which  be 
left  his  poor  children. 

A  short  time  before  the  day  of 
execution,  C^ooke  wrote  to  the 
sheriff,  requesting  that  he  might  be 
hanged  in  the  night,  to  prevent  his 
being  exposed  to  theconntry'people, 
who  were  expected  from  sJl  the  ad- 
jacent  towns  and  villages;  and,  in 
consequence  hereof,  he  was  hanged 
at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
Woodbume  was  executed  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  same  day.  The 
latter  behaved  with  every  sign  of 
penitence;  but  Cooke's  conduct 
was  very  unfeeling,  and  he  abso- 
lutely refused  to  confess  his  crime. 

These  malefactors  were  executed 
at  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  on  the  5th 
of  April,  1723. 

Serious  reflections  may  well  be 
made  on  the  above  melancholy  tale. 
The  baseness  of  Cooke's  heart  must 
render  him  an  object  of  detestation 
to  every  feeling  mind.  Of  all  the 
vices  that  can  degrade  humanity, 


\ 


^1 


I 


KNAPP  &  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.        140 


I 
e 
e 

!• 
I. 

SP 

ii 
t, 
ke 

e; 
(0 

r» 

m 

KB 
IB 

n; 
of 

Ike 

!; 

It  be 
tbi 

The 

Si 
,11  tk 


coTctoutncsB  11  one  of  the  meanest. 
The  ?ery  wish  to  possess  what  is 
not  oar  right  implies  a  degree  of 
dishonestj ;  but  the  man  whose 
covetous  disposition  can  instigate 
bin  to  the  thought  of  committing 
murder  is  below  the  beasts  that 
perish,  and  ought  to  bo  ranked  with 
the  infernal  fiends. 

What  must  have  been  Cooke's 
thoughts  on  the  Christmu-day, 
when  he  was  entertaining  his 
brother4n«law  with  an  appearance 
of  friendship  and  hospitality,  yet 
had  detennbed  to  murder  him! 
Neither  the  sanctity  nor  the  de- 
cent festivity  of  the  season  could 
compose  or  cheer  a  mind  bent  on 
the  perpetration  of  so  horrid  a 
deed.  The  case  of  this  man  will 
teach  us  the  force  of  the  command, 
ment,  ^Tbou  shalt  not  covet  thy 
neighboor*s  house,  thou  shalt  not 
covet  thy  neighbour's  wife,  nor 
his  mansenant,  nor  his  maidservant. 


nor  his  ox,  nor  his  ass,  nor  anj 
thing  that  is  thy  neighbour's.' 

With  regard  to  Woodbnme, 
though  not  an  object  of  pity,  he  is 
less  an  object  of  detestation  than 
Cooke;  His  large  family  and 
distressed  circumstances  were  temp- 
tations. He  might  say,  in  the 
words  of  the  poet— 

Mj  poverty,  but  not  my  will,  coiiscntt. 

Still,  however,  his  crime  was  of 
an  aggravated  nature,  for  no  temp- 
tation should  induce  a  man  to  em. 
brne  his .  hands  in  the  blood  of  a 
fellow-creature.  How  dreadful  to 
think  of  rushing  into  eternity  with 
the  crime  of  murder  on  the  head! 
May  the  preventing  grace  of  Grod 
preserve  us  all  from  the  perpetra- 
tion of  so  shocking  a  deed  !  May 
wo  live  in  a  continual  sense  of  oar 
duty,  and  seek  to  make  our  own 
lives  comfortable  by  acts  of  com- 
passion and  humanity  to  our  fellow- 
creatures  ! 


JOHN  HAWKINS  AND  JAMES  SIMPSON, 

HIGHWAYMEN,  EXECUTED  FOR  MAIL-ROBBERT. 


JoHV  Hawkins  was  born  of  poor 
but  honest  parents,  at  Staines,  in 
Middles^,  and  for  some  time  lived 
as  wiker  at  the  Red  Lion  at 
Brentford;  but,  Icaying  this  place, 
bo  engaged  as  a  gentleman's  ser- 
vant 

Havmg  been  at  length  in  different 
fimflies,  he  became  butler  to  Sir 
Deois  Drury,  and  was  distinguish- 
ed as  a  serrant  of  rery  'creditable 
W^^naoe.  His  person  was  un- 
coBBonly  graceful,  and  he  was  re- 
■vkably  vain  of  it  He  used  to 
^uent  gaming-tables  two  or  three 
wghts  in  a  week^-a  practice  which 
led  to  that  ruin  which  finally  befell 
hua. 

About  thb  time  Sir  Denis  had 
l|eeo  robbed  of  a  considerable  quan. 
tity  of  plate;  and,  as  Hawkins's 
mode  of  life  was  very  expensiTc,  it 


was  suspected  that  he  was  the  thief; 
for  which  reason  he  was  discharged^ 
without  the  advantage  of  a  good 
character. 

Being  thus  destitute  of  the  means 
of  subsistence,  he  had  recourse  to 
the  highway,  and  his  first  expedi- 
tion wastoHounslow  Heath,  where 
he  took  eleven  pounds  from  the 
passengers  in  a  coach ;  but  such  was 
his  attachment  to  gaming,  that  he 
repaired  directly  to  London,  and 
lost  it  all. 

He  continocd  to  rob  alone  for 
some  time,  and  then  engaged  with 
other  highwaymen :  but  the  same 
fate  still  attended  him  ;  he  lost  bj- 
gaming  what  he  acquired  at  so  much 
risk,  and  was  frequently  so  re- 
duced as  to  dine  at  an  eating-houie, 
and  sneak  off  without  paying  his 
reckoning^ 
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rathe  iSBByif^-iBfaie.  FhoB 
iittBd.«f«ni 
mbiiBRflB  m  cDnjimisiiiii*  wonitnai 
ffar  <iaB  <if  diBBt*  hut  3Ei|iiittcil  ftir 

AAbt  dris   Wilion   went  down 


to  hi»  nratliav  ^bo  lived  ar  Wnb. 
b]p*  in  Torhiiiira^  and  Goniiiiued 
widi  hu*  fbr  aboiic  &  j€Bn%  md  dm* 
tunning  ta  London*  llnsi  with-  x 
UnndsBHur  of  dui  hnr  ;  Imr.  ha^iinp 
iiwt  hui  oujunv  in  gBunini^  itrnnwod. 
Av  aopunitancn  witii.  HAwkinH 
wto  ip«»naw  uuumuedwitfa  anew 
gnng  of  Plains;  <nm  of  wfaonr^ 
ba  wBf  111  J  bong  appreboiiftid^  mw 
poKhnd  Hh  mt^  niiiti  won  dB> 
preiMd  dm  gong^  bat  not  imifl 
some  of  diem  bad  mndB  dicir 
exit  at  Tybiun;  on  wbicb  Eslw^ 
kins  wai  obliged  to  conceal  hinueif 
for  a  coneideraiUe  tone ;  but  at 
length  he  ventnred  ta  rob  a  gen. 
on  Finch  le  J-  Common^  and 
of  hi*  MTvants  too,  who 
dkd  on  the  spot. 

Ha  not  attack  was  on  the  Eajrl 
of  Bnringtoa  and  Lord  Brace,  in 
RidbiMod  Lane,  f  mm  vhon  be  took 
•boot  twenty  poontb,  two  gold 
watches,  and  a  sapphire  ring.  For 
this  fiog  a  reward  of  one  hondrcd 
ponads  was  oflered  to  Jonathan 
Wihi;  hot  llankias  tailed  to  Hoi. 
land  with  it,  and  there  sold  it  for 
forir  poonib. 

On  hif  rctom  to  England  he 
jcrined  his  companions,  of  whom 
Wilson  was  one,  and  robbed  Sir 
I^fM  iXdrynple  of  aboat  three 
pcmnds,  a  snalT-box,  and  a  pocket. 
o«Kih,  for  which  lait  Sir  DsTid  of. 
ff'ft^  t^niw  paund9'  reward  to  Wild ; 
w/  Ihwkln$'§  gMttg  haring  no  con. 
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On  thia  iimiii  Havkias  aad 
Wilson  went  to  Oifori,  and,  pay. 
ing  a  viat  to  the  Bodleian  Library, 
the  fonner  waatonly  defiMcd  some 
pictures  in  the  gtUny;  ■■*^ 
bnndred  ponnd^i«waidwas  olned 
to  discover  tie  ofcader,  when  a 
poor  tenlor,bmigbcea  taken  apon 
sospicion,  nanawly  eMoped  being 
whipped,  aietely  beea«»  he  was  of 

whiggvh  pnacipias* 

Hawksa  aad  Ife  frkad  ictam- 
ing  to  Loadoa,  the  latter,  Miing  of 
age  at  thai  time,  i^cteded  to  a 
little  estate  his  lathcf  had  Mt  Urn, 
which  he  soM  for  thteehaidfed  and 
ifty  ponads  a  small  part  of  which 
he  lent  to  hb  compaaioas  to  baj 
horses,  and  soon  ffiuipated  the  rest 
at  the  gairing.table. 

The  assocmtes  now  stopped  two 
gentlemen  in  a  chariot  on  the  Hemp- 
stead road,  who  both  fired  at  <moe, 
by  which  three  sings  were  lodged  In 
Hawking  ihoaMer,  and  the  high- 
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waymen  got  to  London  with  some 
difficulty.  On  Hawkins's  recovery, 
they  attempted  to  stop  a  gentle- 
man's coach  in  Uyde  Park ;  but, 
tlie  coachman  driving  hastily,  Wil. 
son  fired,  and,  wooiiding  himself  in  . 
the  hand,  found  it  difficult  to  scale 
the  Pkurk  wall,  to  effect  his  escape. 

This  drcnmstance  occasioned 
someseiions  thoughts  in  his  mind, 
in  consequence  of  which  he  set  ont 
-for  his  mother's  house  in  Yorkshire, 
where  he  wu  kindly  received,  and 
fully  detenaiacd  never  to  recur  to 
his  former  piactices. 

While  he  wu  engaged  in  his 
mother's  business,  and  planning 
schemes  for  domestic  happiness,  he 
was  seat  for  to  a  public  house, 
where  he  found  his  old  acquaint. 
anoe,  Hawkins,  in  company  with 
one  Greoige  Simpson,  another  as. 
iodate,  who  was  a  native  of  PuU 
ney,  in  Surry.  Hb  father  was  a 
wiae-merchaat,  but,  being  reduced 
in  drcumstances,  removed  into 
Uacoiashire.  Young  Simpson  kept 
a  public  house  at  Lincoln,  and  acted 
as  a  sheriff^s  officer ;  but,  quitting 
the  country,  he  came  to  London, 
and  wu  butler  to  lord  Cutlemain ; 
after  which  he  lived  in  several  other 
creditable  iilacu,  tUl  he  became  ac 
quainted  with  Hawkins. 

Wilson  wu  shocked  at  seeing 
them,  and  ttked  what  could  induce 
them  to  take  such  a  journey. 
Hereapon  Hawkins  swore  violent, 
ly,  sahi  Wilson  wu  impeached,  and 
woahl  be  taken  into  custody  in  a 
few  days.  This  induced  him  to  go 
to  London  with  them  ;  but,  on  hb 
arrival,  he  found  that  the  story  of 
^  bipeachment  wu  fabe. 

When  In  London,  they  formed 
cooaaiioos  with  other  thie? es,  and 
cammitted  several  robberies,  for 
which  some  of  the  gang  were  cxe* 
cated.  They  frequented  a  public 
luMue  at  London  Wall,  the  muter 
of  which  kept  a  livcry-stable,  so 


that  they  rode  out  at  all  hours,  and 
robbed  the  stages  u  they  were  com. 
ing  into  town.  They  took  notonly^ 
money,  but  portmanteaus,  &c.  and 
divided  the  booty  with  Carter,  the 
muter  of  the  livery-stable. 

Thus  they  continued  their  depre- 
dations on  the  public,  till  one  of 
their  associates,  named  Child,  wu 
executed  at  Aylesbury,  and  hung  In 
chains,  for  robbing  the  mail*  Thb 
incensed  them  to  such  a  degree, 
that  they  determined  to  avenge  the 
supposed  insult  by  committing  a 
similar  crime. 

Having  mentioned  their  design  in 
the  presence  of  Carter,  the  stable, 
keeper,  he  advised  them  to  stop  the 
mail  from  Harwich ;  but  this  they 
declined,  because  the  -changing  of 
the  wind  must  render  the  time  of 
its  arrival  uncertain*  At  length  it 
wu  determinod  to  rob  the  Bristol 
mail ;  and  they  set  out  on  an  ex- 
pedition for  that  purpose. 

It  appeared  on  the  trial  that  the 
boy  who  carried  the  mail  wu  over- 
taken at  Slough  by  a  countryman^ 
who  travelled  with  him  to  Langley 
Broom,  where  a  person  rode  up  to 
them,  and  turned  back  again* 
When  passing  through  Colnbrook, 
they  saw  the  same  man  again,  with 
two  others,  who  followed  them  at 
a  small  distance,  and  then  pulled 
their  wigs  over  their  foreheads,  and, 
holding  handkerchiefs  in  their 
mouths,  came  up  with  them,  and 
commanded  the  post-boy  and  the 
countryman  to  come  down  a  lane, 
when  they  ordered  them  to  qnit 
their  horses;  and  then  Hawkins, 
Simpson,  and  Wilson,  tied  them 
back  to  back,  and  futened  them  to 
a  tree  in  a  wet  ditch,  so  that  they 
were  obliged  to  stand  in  the  water* 
Thb  being  done,  they  took  such 
papers  u  they  liked  out  of  the 
Bath  and  Bristol  bags,  and  hid  the 
rest  in  a  hedge. 

They  now  crossed  the  Thamu, 
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and,  riding  a  little  waj  into  Sarrj, 
pat  op  their  horses  at  an  inn  in 
BeraioDdaej  Street.  It  was  now 
aboot  six  in  the  morning,  when  they 
parted,  and  went  different  ways  to 
a  pablic  house  in  the  Minories, 
wliere  they  proposed  to  divide  tlieir 
ill-gotten  treasure. 

The  landlord  being  well  acquaint- 
ed with  their  persons,  and  knowing 
the  profusion  of  his  guests,  showed 
them  a  prifate  room,  and  supplied 
them  with  pen  and  ink.  Hafing 
equally  divided  the  bank-notes,  they 
threw  the  letters  In  the  fire,  and  then 
went  to  their  lodgings,  in  Green, 
arbour  Court,  in  the  Old  Bailey. 

A  few  days  after  this,  informa- 
tion was  given  at  the  Post-ofliice 
that  suspicious  people  frequented 
the  house  of  Carter,  the  stable- 
keeper,  at  London-wall:  accord- 
ingly some  persons  were  sent  thither 
to  make  the  necessary  discoveries. 
Wilson,  happening  to  be  there  at 
the  time,  suspected  their  business ; 
on  which  ho  abruptly  retired,  slip- 
ped tbrough  some  by.alleys,  and 
got  into  the  Moorgate  coffee-house, 
which  he  had  occasionally  used  for 
two  years  before,  on  account  oi  Its 
being  frequented  by  reputable  conv- 
pany,  and  therefore  less  liable  to 
be  searched  for  su&picious  people. 

He  bad  not  been  long  in  the  house 
before  a  Quaker   mentioned    the 
search    that  was    raakiog    in  the 
neighbourhood  for  the  men   who 
bad  robbed  the  mail.     This  shock, 
cd  him  so  that  he  instantly  paid  his 
reckoning,  and,  going  out  at  the 
back-door,  went  io  Bollam,  where 
the  melancholy  sight  of  the  objects 
around  him  induced  him  to  draw 
a  ooroparfson  between  their  situa- 
tion and  his  own ;  and  he  conclud- 
ed that  he  was  far  more  unhappy, 
throogk  tiie  weight  of  his  gailt, 
than  tboee  poor  wretches  whom  it 
Wd  pleased  God  to  deprive  of  the 

of&eir  iateiiects. 


Having  reflected  that  it  would 
not  tie  safe  for  him  to  stay  longer 
in  London,  he  resolved  to  go  to 
Newcastle  by  sea,  and  he  was  con- 
firmed in  this  resolution  upon  being 
told  by  a  person  who  wished  hk 
safety  that  he  and  his  companions 
were  the  parties  suspected  of  having 
robbed  the  mail.  This  friend  like- 
wise advised  him  to  go  to  the  Post, 
office,  surrender,  and  tarn  evidence ; 
hinting  that,  if  he  did  not,  it  was 
probable  Shnpson  would,  as  he  had 
asked  some  questions  which  seem- 
ed to  intimate  such  a  design. 

Wilson  neglected  this  advice,  but 
held  hb  resolution  of  going  to  New- 
castle, and  with  that  intention 
quitted  Bedlam  ;  but  by  Moorgate 
coffee-house  he  met  the  men  ho  had 
seen  at  Carter's.  They  turned  and 
followed  him  ;  yet,  unperoeived  by 
them,  he  entered  the  coffee-house, 
while  they  went  under  the  arch  of 
the  gate ;  and,  if  he  had  returned  by 
the  door  he  entered,  he  would  have 
again  escaped  them ;'  but,  going  out 
of  the  fore-door  of  the  house,  they 
took  him  into  custody,  and  con- 
ducted him  to  the  PosUoffice. 

On  his  first  examination,  he  re- 
fused to  make  any  confession ;  and, 
on  the  following  day,  he  seemed 
equally  determined  to  conceal  the 
truth,  till  two  circumstances  induced 
him  to  reveal  it.  In  the  first  phu^e  the 
postmaster-general  promised  that 
he  should  be  admitted  an  evidence 
if  he  would  dbcover  his  accom- 
plices ;  and  one  of  the  clerks,  call- 
ing him  aside,  showed  him  a  letter, 
without  any  name  to  it,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy  : 

<  Sir, — I  am  one  of  those  persons 
who  robbed  the  mail,  which  I  am 
sorry  for ;  and,  to  make  amends, 
I  will  secure  my  two  comptnions 
as  soon  as  may  be.  He  wboee  hand 
thu  shall  appear  to  be  will,  I  hope, 
be  entitled  to  the  rewanl  of  his 
pardon.' 
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As  Will  on  knew  this  leUer  to  be 
of  Simpson's  liand.writing,  he 
thovght  himself  justified  in  making 
a  fall  liisoof  ery,  which  he  accord- 
iaglj  did,  in  consequence  of  which 
his  associates  were  ai^rehended  at 
thor  lodgings  in  the  Old  Bailey, 
two  days  afterwards.  At  first  they 
made  an  appearance  of  resistance, 
and  threatened  to  shoot  the  peace- 
ofiicers;  hut,  the  hitter  saying  they 
were  profhkd  with  arms,  the  offend- 
en  yielded,  and  were  committed 
to  Newgate.  On  the  trial.  Haw. 
kins  endcaTOired  to  prove  that  he 
was  in  London  at  the  time  that  the 
mail  was  rohbed ;  and  one  Fuller, 
of  Bedfordbnry,  swore  that  he 
lodged  at  his  house  on  that  night 

To  ascertain  this,  Fuller  pro- 
duced a  receipt  for  thirty  shillings, 
whidk  he  said  Hawkins  then  paid 
him  for'horse-hlre.  The  judge  desir- 
ed to  look  at  that  receipt,  and  ob- 
served that  the  body  of  it  was  writ- 
ten with  u  uk  of  a  different  colour 
from  that  ci  the  name  at  the  bot- 
torn :  on  which  he  ordered  the  note 
to  he  handed  to  the  jury,  and  re- 
marked that  Fuller's  testimony  de- 
served 10  kind  of  credit.  After 
eiamndng  some  other  witnesses, 
^  j^  proceeded  to  sum  up  tho 
evidcncei  b  which  he  was  inter- 
rnpted  by  the  following  singular 
occurrence,  as  stated  by  the  short- 
hand  writer: 

^  My  iok,  as  it  happened,  was 
very  bad,  bong  thick  at  bottom, 
and  thm  and  waterish  at  top ;  so 
that,  aocofding  as  I  dipped  my  pen, 
the  wfitmg  appeared  very  pale  or 
pnttjr  Mack.  Now,  just  as  the 
Court  was  remarking  on  the  differ- 
eMe  of  the  ink  in  Fuller's  receipt 
ft  gentleman  who  stood  by  me,  per^ 
fsiviag  something  of  the  same  kind 
in  By  writfaig,  desired  to  look  upon 
njr  notes  for  a  minute.  As  I  was 
not  aware  of  any  ill  consequences, 
I  let  him  take  my  book  out  of  my 


hand ;  when  presently,  showing  it 
to  his  friend,  ^^  See  here  (said  he) 
what  difference  there  is  in  the 
colour  of  the  same  ink  !'*  His 
friend  took  it,  and  showed  it  to 
another.  Uneasy  at  this,  I  spoke 
to  them  to  return  me  my  book. 
They  begged  my  pardon,  and  said 
I  should  have  it  in  a  minute ;  bat 
this  answer  was  no  sooner  given, 
than  a  curiosity  suddenly  entered 
one  of  the  jurymen  who  sat  just  by, 
and  he  too  begged  a  sight  of  the  book, 
which,  notwithstanding  my  impor- 
tunity, was  immediately  handed  to 
him.  He  viewed  It,  and  gave  it  to 
the  next,  and  so  it  passed  from  one 
to  the  other,  till  the  judge,  perceiv- 
ing them  very  busy,  called  to  them, 
^^  Gentlemen,  what  are  you  doing  ? 
What  book  b  that  ?"  They  told 
him  it  was  the  writer's  book,  and 
they  were  observing  how  tho  same 
ink  appeared  pale  in  one  place  and 
black  in  another.  ^^  You  ought 
not,  gentlemen,"  says  he,  ^^  to  take 
notice  of  any  thing  but  what  is  pro- 
duced in  evidence ;"  and  then,  turn- 
ing to  me,  demanded  what  I  meant 
by  showing  that  to  the  jury.  I  an- 
swered that  I  could  not  fix  upon 
the  persons,  for  the  gentlemen  near 
me  were  all  strangers  to  me,  and  I 
was  far  from  imagining  I  should 
have  any  such  occasion  for  taking 
particular  notice  of  them.— His 
lordship  then  resumed  his  charge 
to  the  jury,  which  being  ended, 
they  withdrew  to  consider  of  their 
verdict.' 

After  staying  out  abont  an  hour, 
the  jury  returned  into  Court  with- 
out agreeing  on  a  verdict,  saying 
they  could  not  be  convinced  that 
Fuller's  receipt  was  not  genuine, 
merely  on  account  of  the  different 
colours  of  the  ink. 

Hereupon  the  Court  intimated 
how  many  witnesses  had  sworn  that 
Hawkins  was  absent  from  London, 
to  contradict  all  of  whom  there  was 
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only  the  eTidenca  of  Fuller,  which 
was  at  least  rendered  doubtful  by 
the  ink  appearing  of  two  colours : 
and  it  was  submitted  whether  FuU 
Icr's  testimony  ought  to  be  hdid  of 
equal  Talidity  with  that  of  all  the 
opposing  parties.  Hereupon  the 
jury  went  out  of  Court,  and,  oo 
their  retam,  gare  a  Terdict  of 
guilty  against  both  the  prisoners. 

At  the  place  of  execution  Haw. 
kins  addrnsed  the  surrounding  mul- 
titude, acknowledging  his  sins,  pro- 
fessing to  die  in  charity  with  all 
mankind,  and  begging  the  prayers 
of  those  who  were  witnesses  of  his 
melancholy  exit  He  died  with 
great  difficulty;  but  Simpson  was 
out  of  his  pain  almost  without  a 
struggle.  They  suffered  at  Tybnm 
on  the  31st  of  May,  1732,  and 
were  hung  la  chains  on  Hounslow 
Heath. 

Robbing  the  mail  u  a  crime  of  so 
enormous  a  magnitude,  that  we  are 
at  a  loH  to  find  language  in  which 
to  express  our. abhorrence  of  it.  It 
is  inconceivable  what  dutress  may 
be  occasioned  by  the  perpetration 
of  an  act  of  this  nature.  Trades- 
men who  expect  remittances  by  the 
post  may  be  ruined  by  their  not 
arrifing  in  time;  and  the  bank- 
ruptcy of  one  may  be  the  destruc- 
tion of  many.  Hence  it  is  possible 
that  hundreds  of  honest  manufac- 
turers, and  other  dependents  on 
shopkeepers,  may  sufBsr  through 
the  wickedness  of  one  man,  who  is 
base  enough  to  rob  the  mail. 

Those  who  think  on  this  drcum- 
staoce  mast  shudder  with  horror,  if 
they  baye  any  concern  for  the  wel- 
fare of  their  fellow-creatures.  It 
is  no  wonder  that  our  laws  bafe 
provided  for  the  punishment  of  this 
crime  in  the  most  exemphiry  man- 
ner ;  and  it  is  observable  that  it 
is  less  frequent  than  that  of  any 
other  species  of  robbery.  This 
io  Mkow  how  dtiagerouB  it  u 


held  even  by  thieves ;  for  we  can. 
not  suppose  that  they  are  restrained 
from  the  commission  of  this  crime, 
more  than  of  others,  by  any  supe- 
rior motives  of  honesty,  or  regard 
for  the  public  welfare. 

With  respect  to  the  case  of  the 
criminab  in  question,  it  appears 
that  they  had  taken  every  precau. 
tion  to  prevent  a  discovery ;  but  the 
alUseeing  eye  of  Heaven  brought 
their  most  secret  transactions  to 
light  Wilson's  consdbusness  of 
guilt  when  he  saw  the  persons  from 
the  .post-office  at  London  Wall,  his 
reflections  when  in  Bedlam,  and  his 
being  afterwards  taken  by  the  ae. 
ddent  of  going  out  at  the  wrong 
door  of  the  coffiseJioase,  are  all 
circumstances  well  worthy  the  no. 
tioe  of  the  reader. 

From  Simpson's  sending  a  letter 
offsring  to  secure  his  eompanlons, 
we  may  learn  the  faUacy  of  that 
proverb  which  says  that  there  is 
^  honour  among  thieves.*  When 
once  men  have  broken  the  band  of 
common  honesty,  when  they  have 
declared  war  upon  tlie  publie,  there 
can  be  no  security  that  they  will  act 
with  integrity  towards  each  other. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed  that  they  will  be  friends  no 
longer  than  an  outward  show  of 
friendship  may  promote  their  pre- 
sent interest. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  fste  of  these 
malefactors  should  teach  us  that 
there  can  be  no  happiness  inde- 
pendent  of  virtue  ;  and  that  combi. 
nations  in  wickedness  must  be  soon 
dissolved,  from  their  own  nature. 
Wherefore  let  us  be  careful  in  the 
selection  of  our  company;  let  us 
remember  that  money  obtained  by 
dishonest  means  will  afford  us  no 
satisfaction  ;  and  may  we  consider 
the  force  of  that  proverb  of  Solo- 
mon, <  Riches  profit  not  in  the  day 
of  wrath;  but  righteousness  ddl- 
vevcth  from  death.' 
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NATHANIEL  JACKSON, 

EXECUTED  FOR  HIGHWAY  ROBBERY, 

Was  a  oatiTe  of  Doncaster,  in  As  Jackson  and  Murphj  were  both 
Torkskire,  whose  father,  djing  ofdUsolate  manners,  and  very  poor, 
while  be  was  Teryjoung,  ieftasom  thej  were  easily  persuaded  to  be 
of  money  for  his  use  in  the  liands  of  concerned  in  this  dangerous  enteiw 
a  relation,  who  apprenticed  him  to    prise.     Between  Tottenham-court 

Road  and  Hampstcad  they  stopped 
a  poor  man  named  Dennis,  from 
whom  they  took  his  coat,  waist, 
coat,  two  shirts,  thirteen  pence  in 
money,  and  some  other  trifling 
articles,  and  then  bound  him  to  a 
tree.  No  sooner  were  they  gone, 
than  he  struggled  hard,  got  loose, 
and,  meeting  a  person  whom  he 
knew,  they  pursued  them  to  m 
night-house  In  the  Haymarket, 
where  Murphy  and  Jackson  wore 
taken  into  custody,  but  O'Brlan 
made  his  escape. 

On  their  trial,  as  soon  as  Dennis 
had  given  his  testimony,  they  owned 
the  fact  they  had  committed,  in 
consequence  of  which  they  receiyed 
sentence  of  death ;  but  Murphy  ob- 
tained  a  repriof  e.  Jackson's  bro- 
ther exerted  f^l  his  influence  to  ssto 
his  life ;  but,  his  endeaTOors  prof  hig 
inefiectual,  he  sent  him  a  letter  to 
inform  him  of  it,  which  was  written 
in  such  an  affecting  manner  as  to 
Oferwhelm  his  mind  with  the  most 
poignant  affliction* 

While  under  sentence  of  death, 
Jackson  behaTod  In  the  most  penl« 
tent  manner,  confessed  the  sins  of 
his  past  life  with  the  deepest  signs 
of  contrition,  was  earnest  In  his 
devotions,  and  made  every  prepa- 
ration for  his  approaching  end.  He 
was  eiecnted  at  Tyburn  on  the 
18th  of  July,  im. 

It  is  observable,  in  the  case  of 
this  malefactor,  that  he  suffered  for 
the  first  robbery  he  ever  com- 
mitted, of  which  we  have  any  ac« 
count ;  and  that  his  vices  and  ex- 
travagance had  reduced  him  to  such 


a  silk-weaver  in  Norwich.  He  had 
frequent  duputes  with  his  master, 
with  whom  he  lived  three  years, 
and  then  ran  away. 

At  length  his  guardian  found  out 
his  retreat,  and  sent  to  Inform  him 
that,  as  be  was  averse  to  business, 
his  friends  .wished  that  a  place 
Might  be  purchased  for  him,  with 
the  money  left  by  his  father.  But 
Jackson,  being  of  an  unsettled  dis- 
position, enlisted  in  the  army,  and 
WIS  sent  to  Ireland. 

After  a  while,  being  disgusted 
wish  his  low  condition,  he  solicited 
his  dkduirge,    which  having  ob- 
tamei,  he  procured  some  money  of 
hb  firieads,  and  gave  fifteen  guineas 
to  be  admitted  into  a  troop  of  dra- 
goons ;  hat,  soon  quarreling  with 
one  of  hb  comrades,  a  duel  ensued, 
in  which  Jackson  wounded    the 
other  In  such  a  horrid  manner,  that 
^  wss  turned  out  of  the  regiment. 
He  then  returned  to  England^  and 
lited  sooM  lime  with  his  guardian  in 
Yorkshlnt  being  averse  to  a  life 
ot  sobriety,  he  afterwards  went  to 
l^n^^^f  where  he  spent,  in  the 
■Mst  extravagant  manner,  the  little 
Mimr  he  brought  with  him.    Re- 
duced to  the  utmost  distress,  he 
c«ttally  met  John  Mnrph/  and 
NealO>  Brian,  whom  he  had  known 
iQ  Ireland.    After  they  had  drank 
together,  O' Brian  produced  a  con- 
Mderable  sum  of  money,  saying, 
*  You  see  how  I  Kve :  I  never  want 
money  $  and  if  you  have  but  con. 
nf^.and  dare  walk  with  me  to- 
wards   Hampstead    to-night,    I'll 
•how  you  how  easy  It  is  to  get  it.' 
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a  f tate  of  poTartj  as  to  induce  him 
to  listen  to  the  first  temptation  that 
was  ewer  thrown  in  his  way. 

Hence  let  the  jovmg  and  thought- 
less goard  against  the  slightest  ap- 
pearance of  evil.  Let  them  shun 
bad  company  as  they  would  a  pes. 
tilence ;  let  them  learn  the  adfan- 


tages  of  frugality,  and  consider  that 
a  man  who  if  temperate  and  pru- 
dent will  have  no  temptation  to  be 
dishonest.  It  may  be  useful  ^d 
keep  in  mind  thu  text  of  Scripture^^ 
^  The  wicked  shall  be  cut  off  from 
the  earth,  and  the  transgressors 
shall  bo  rooted  out  of  it' 


THOMAS  BUTLOGE, 

HANGED  FOR  BOBBIMG  HIS  MASTER. 


This  offender  was  a  natife  of 
Ireland,  where  he  received  a  good 
education,  and  was  then  appren- 
ticed to  a  vintner  in  Dublin ;  but 
the  house  in  which  he  lived  not 
being  of  the  most  reputable  kiud, 
he  became  witness  of  such  scenes  as 
had  a  natural  tendency  to  debauch 
his  morals. 

Butloge's  master,  having  got  con- 
siderably in  debt,  came  to  England, 
and  resided  some  time  at  Chester, 
whither  the  apprentice  was  fre- 
quently sent  with  such  remittances 
as  the  wife  could  spare. 

At  length  Butloge  quitted  his 
service,  and  came  to  England,  with 
a  view  to  settle  there :  but,  being 
unsuccessful  in  his  endeavour  to 
procure  an  establishment,  ho  re- 
turned to  Dublin,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  service  of  a  shop- 
keeper, whose  daughter  he  soon 
afterwards  married* 

He  had  now  a  fair  prospect  of 
success  before  trim,  as  his  wife's 
father  proposed  to  have  resigned 
business  in  his  favour ;  but,  tieing 
of  an  unsettled  dispositioO|  and 
having  conceived  an  idea  of  making 
his  fortune  in  England,  he  could 
not  bring  his  mind  to  think  of  the 
regular  pursuit  of  trade. 

Unhappily  for  him,  while  he  was 
amusing  himself  with  the  imagina- 
tion of  his  future  greatness,  he  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  a  relation  in 
Enahuid^  inviting  him  thither,  and 
ry  bit  iaterett  to  obtain  him 


a  place,  on  which  he  might  live  in 
a  genteel  manner.  Batloge  readily 
accepted  thu  invitation,  and,  imme- 
diately embarking  for  England, 
soon  arrived  in  London. 

He  now  took  lodgings  at  the 
Court  end  of  the  town,  and,  living 
in  a  gay  style,  soon  spent  all  the 
money  he  had  brought  with  him 
from  Ireland ;  and,  his  reUtion  not 
being  able  to  obtain  the  place  for  him 
which  he  had  expected,  he  was  re- 
duced to  the  necessity  of  going  to 
service,on  which  lie  entered  in  to  that 
of  Mr.  Langlie,  a  French  genUeoian. 

He  had  not  been  long  in  this  new 
place,  when  Mr«  Langlie,  going  to 
church  on  a  Sunday,  recollected 
that  he  had  forgot  to  lock  his  bu- 
reau, in  which  he  had  deposited  a 
sum  of  money ;  whereupon  he  went 
home,  and  found  Butloge  in  the 
room  where  the  money  was  left 
When  Mr.  Langlie  had  counted  his 
cash,  the  other  asked  him  If  he 
missed  any  thing,  and  the  master 
answered,  one  guinea^  which  But- 
loge said  he  had  found  by  the  side 
of  the  bureau ;  whereupon  his  mas- 
ter gave  him  two  shillings,  in  ap- 
pro^tion  of  this  instance  of  his 
honesty. 

Mr.  Langlie  went  to  Chelsea  in 
the  afternoon,  and  during  his  ab. 
sence  Butloge  broke  open  his  bu- 
reau,  robb^  it  of  all  the  money, 
and  several  other  valuable  effects^ 
and  then  took  a  horse,  which  he 
had  hired  for  a  gentleman  to  go  to 
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Chester,  and  set  off  on  his  way  to 
Ireland. 

When  Mr.  Langlie  returned  in 
the  ereniog)  he  discoTered  the  loss 
he  had  snstained ;  on  which  he  ap. 
plied  to  Lord  Gage,  who  wrote  to 
the  postmaster  of  Chester  to  stop 
the  delinquent ;  in  consequence  of 
which  he  was  apprehended  with  the 
stolen  goods  in  his  possession,  and 
sent  to  London  to  take  his  trial, 
which  happened  soon  afterwards  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  when  he  was  capi- 
tally  convicted. 

After  he  had  recciTed  sentence  of 
death,  he  acknowledged  that  he 
was  not  tempted  by  want  to  the 
commission  of  the  crime  which  had 
brought  him  into  such  deplorable 
circumstances ;  but  that  the  vanity 
of  appearing  as  a  gentleman  had 
been  one  principal  instigation  :  and 
be  was  encouraged  by  the  consi- 
deration that  Mr.  langlie  would 
soon  return  to  France,  so  that 
there  would  be  no  person  to  pro- 
secute hhn.  He  submitted  to  his 
unhappy  lot  with  resignation,  de- 
daring  that  the  thoughts  of  death 
did  not  so  much  terrify  him  as  the 
reflection  on  the  disgrace  that  he 
had  brought  on  his  family. 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn  on 
the  18th  of  July,  1729,  along  with 
Nathaniel  Jackson. 

From  the  case  of  Butloge  we  may 
see  the  propriety  of  parenb  making 
choice  of  such  professions  for  their 
children  as  will  not  necessarily  ex- 
pose them  to  temptations.  The 
seenes  he  was  witness  to  during  his 
apprentieeship  had,  as  we  ha?e  ob- 


served,  a  natural  tendency  to  de« 
bauch  his  manners ;  and,  though 
they  did  not  absolutely  make  s 
thief  of  him,  yet  they  prepared  his 
mind  for  the  reception  of  the  first 
ill  impression  that  should  be  made 
on  it.     The  poet  says. 

Children,  like  tender  otiert^take  the  bow; 
And  as  they  first  are  fashioned  always  grow. 

And  to  this  observation  the  moralist 
may  add,  that  <  Nothing  Is  »o  likely 
to  contaminate  the  mind  as  the 
seeing  others  proceed  in  the  ways 
of  pleasurable  iniquity  without  con- 
trol.' 

The  almost  immediate  fate  of  this 
man,  consequent  on  the  robbing  his 
master,  should  teach  servants  in  ge- 
neral the  propriety  of  behaving  with 
fidelity  to  their  protectors ;  and  his 
stealing  Mr.  Langlie's  money  so 
soon  after  receiving  a  gratuity  from 
him  for  his  supposed  integrity  ex- 
hibits an  instance  of  ingratitude 
which  we  hope  will  never  be  imi- 
tated. 

Of  late  years  we  have  seldom 
known  an  instance  of  a  servant's 
robbing  his  master,  and  l>eing  con- 
victed, but  he  has  sufiered  the  ut- 
most rigour  of  the  law  :  and  indeed 
it  is  proper  it  should  be  so;  for  an 
offence  of  this  nature  is  one  of  the 
most  enormous  crimes  of  which  any 
person  can  be  guilty. 

Butlogo  seems  to  have  been,  in 
some  degree,  a  sacrifice  to  his  own 
pride  and  ambition.  Let  those  who 
are  tempted  to  act  as  he  did  remem- 
ber that  ^  A  man's  pride  shall  bring 
him  low ;  but  honour  shall  uphold 
the  humble  in  spirit.' 


MARGARET  FISHER, 

WHO  RECBIVEO  SENTENCE  OP  DEATH,  BUT  WAS  AFTEftWABDS  PARDONED. 

This  trial  contains  nothing  in  the    which  those  far  removed  from  the 


case  itself  of  import  sufficient  to 
he  allotted  a  place  in  these  volumes ; 
however,  it  presents  an  extraordi. 
nsry  specimen  of  the  Scotch  dialect. 


Northern  extremity  of  Britain  will 
deem  a  curiosity. 

At  the  sessions  of  the  Old  Bai- 
ley in  September,  172i,  Margaret 
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Fidier  was  tried  for  prhaf d  j  stesi* 
ing  IhirteeQ  gaineas  from  toe  per« 
son  of  Daniel  McDonald,  who  gafo 
the  following  efidence,  with  true 
Scotch  pronuodatioii  and  gesticiu 
lation: 

<  And  leek  jer  loardship,  I  had 
jost  taken  mj  wages,  thirteen  gui- 
neas  in  goud,  and  was  gawn  alang 
King  Strate  in  Westmanster,  when 
I  mat  wi'  thu  fow  quean  at  the 
bare,  and  she  speird  where  I  was 
gawB ;  I  taud  her  hame.     She  said 
gen  I  wad  ga  wi'  har  tuU  Joannj 
Dara's  hoose,  she    wad    gi'    me 
diame,  sir,  for,  in  troth,  she  tack 
me  for  a  poor  gawkej  bosa.headed 
chid,  and  leek  jer  loardship.     Sa 
she  tack  had  o*  mj  haiod,  and  lad 
ae  a  gat  I  keao«  reet  wed.    And 
when  we  came  tall  Joanaj  Dutis's 
hooae,  she  caud  for  mnckle  beer 
and  braindj,  and  gerd  me  as  bang 
as  n  twobe,  and  kek  yer  hoanoar. 
I  staid  there  wi'  her  a  pratty  while ; 
and  thane,  sir,  I  put  my  haind  in 
tall  my  bricks,  to  ftel  for  money 
to  pay  the  rackoning;  but  the  ded 
a  bawbie  could  I  find,  for  it  was 
aw  tint.    And  when  I  spdrd  about 
it,  they  glowred,  and  taud  me,  gen 
I  wanna'  tack  myself  awaw,  they 
wad  gar  me  ga,  wi'  a  ded  to  me ; 
and  sa,  sir,  they  dang  me  sa'  sair, 
and  turned  me  oot  at  the  back  door, 
intull  the  ttrate,  and  I   rambled 
aboot,  and  con'  na'  find  the  hooso 
agen  ;  and  the  watchmen  met  wi' 
me,  and  carried  me  nntill  the  roond 
boose.    And  there  I  tand  'em  hoo 
I  had  been  roabed.      The   nebt 
moaming  I  gaed  and    food    oot 
Joanny  Davis's  hoose,  bat  she  was 
ran  awaw,  and  the  prasoner  too. 
But  at  neet,  about  sa?en  a  doke,  I 
mat    wi'  this  impudent  betch  at 
«•  bare,    and  tuck  her  up.      I 
«•■  wdl  enngh  that  she  most  ha' 
JX  ioad,  for  na  saol  also  wi'  me 
bat  Josjiny  DarU,  wha  brote  what 
■^^^    ^Wdeoeeitan 
•     »«»kad7(bntIkennA' 


what  it  was)  oflferad  mesazgoiacas 
in  my  haind  to  make  the  matter  up, 
but  I  wanna  tack  it.' 

In  her  defence  the  prisoner  al. 
leged  that,  meetiBg  with  a  coach- 
man and  the  protecntor,  the  former 
asked  her  to  drink;  on  which 
they  went  to  the  hooae  of  Mrs. 
Davis;  bnt  that  she  laton  the  op. 
posite  side  of  the  room  that  the 
prosecutor  did,  and  had  not  robbed 
him ;  and  that  nothing  was  foood 
upon  her  when  she  was  searched. 
The  jury  not  bdiefing  her  allega- 
tions, and  the  prisoner  having  no 
person  to  appear  in  behalf  of  her 
character,  she  was  foand  gnilty, 
and  reodved  sentence  of  death. 
Having,  howerer,  pleaded  preg- 
nancy, which  was  oonfirmed  by  a 
jury  of  matrons,  shewaaallcrwards 
pardoned. 

The  remark  to  be  made  on  this 
case  arises  from  the  folly  of  those 
men  who  will  safler  themsdves  to 
be  robbed  by  the  women  of  tibe 
town.  Nothing  is  more  comoKm 
than  for  countrymen  to  be  picked 
up  by  these  absndoned  creatures, 
who  entice  them  to  drink,  and  then 
strip  them  of  thdr  whole  property. 
One  would  imagine  that  the  re- 
peated accounts  of  these  transac- 
tions given  in  the  newspapers  might 
be  suffident  to  guard  all  men  against 
the  arti6ces  of  these  wretches:  bnt 
experience  proves  the  contrary.  It 
may,  therefore,  be  proper  to  caa- 
tion  our  readers  from  a  higher  au- 
thority than  that  of  the  newspapers. 

^  My  son,  attend  unto  my  wis- 
dom ;  and  bow  thine  ear  to  my  an^ 
dcrstanding :— that  thou  nmyest  re- 
gard discretion,  and  that  &y  lips 
may  keep  knowledge:— for  the 
lips  of  a  strange  woman  drop  as 
a  honeycomb,  and  her  mouth  is 
smoother  than  oil :— *bnt  her  end  is 
bitter  as  wormwood,  sharp  as  a 
two-edged  sWord :  her  feet  go  down 
to  death;  her  steps  take  hold  on 
hdL'^Proverhs. 


i, 
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RICHARD  OAKY,  JOHN  LEVEE,  AND  MATTHEW  FLOOD, 

KZBCUTED  fOR  aOBBCRY. 


About  1731  London  and  its  en- 
Tlroni  were  infested  with  desperate 
gugs  of  villains,  of  which  a  felon 
of  the  aame  of  Blake  was  the 
Macheith ;  and  in  which  character 
he  was  known  as  Captain  l^aeskin. 
In  a  few  pages  we  shall  give  the 
particalars  of  this  depredator ;  who, 
on  the  present  occasion,  owed  his 
escape  idone  to  his  baseness  in  im- 
peaching his  associates  in  ? illainy. 

Oaky,  Lefee,  and  Flood,  were 
three  of  this  gang :  the  first  was 
apprenticed  to  a  tailor  in  London, 
from  whom  he  ran  away,  after 
serfing  about  two  years.  He  then 
assoeialed  with  a  set  of  blackguard 
lioya,  who  for  sobm  time  procured 
a  Biiserabte  sibaiBteace  by  picking 
of  pockets,  and  who  afterwards 
proceeded  to  the  practice  of  cutting 
off  the  pockets  of  women. 

In  order  to  do  this  effectually, 
one  of  then  used  to  trip  up  the 
women's  heds,  while  the  other  cut 
off  the  pecket,;  and  they  generally 
got  out  of  the  reach  of  detection 
bellava  the  party  robbed  could  re* 
cofer  her  legs. 

Many  of  Oaky's  asiodates  be- 
loiged  to  Jonathan  Wild's  gang, 
who  caused  se? era!  of  them  to  be 
togsif  when  he  could  make  no 
further  adrantage  of  them.  HaTing 
thus  lost  Us  oM  acquaintance,  he 


after  died  in  consequence  of  some 
bruises  she  receired  from  a  fellow 
she  had  ill  treated;  and,  on  lier 
death,  Oaky  followed  the  prac* 
tice  of  snatching  off  pockets  with, 
out  a  partner,  and  became  one  of 
the  most  dexterous  in  his  profes- 
sion. 

Not  long  after  this,  he  became 
acquainted  with  se?erai  house* 
breakera,  who  persuaded  him  to 
follow  their  course  of  life,  as  more 
profitable  than  stealing  of  pockets. 
In  the  fint  attempt  they  were  suc- 
cessful ;  but  the  second,  in  which 
two  others  were  concerned  with 
him,  was  the  breaking  open  m  shop 
in  the  Borough,  from  whence  they 
stole  a  quantity  of  calimancoes; 
for  which  offence  Oaky  was  ap* 
prehended :  on  which  he  impead^d 
his  accomplices,  one  of  whom  was 
hanged,  and  the  other  traniportedy 
on  his  cTidence. 

Deterred  from  the  thoughts  of 
housebreaking  by  this  adventure, 
he  returned  for  a  while  to  his  old 
employment,  and  then  became  ae- 
quainted  with  a  man  called  Will 
the  Sailor,  when  their  plan  of  rob- 
bery was  this :  Will,  who  wore  a 
sword,  used  to  affront  persons  in 
the  streets,  and  proroke  them  till 
they  strippiod  to  fight  with  him  ;  and 
then  Oaky  used  to  decamp    with 


^ccMie  oonaected  with  a  woman  of    their  clothes.    Howe? er,  these 
the  town,  who  taught  him  the  fol-    sedates  In  iniquity  soon  quarrdlcd 


hiwing  singular  method  of   rob. 
hery. 

In  thdr  excursions  through  the 
"^vcds,  the  woman  went  a  little 
hefore  Oaky,  and,  when  she  ob- 
iflrred  a  lady  walking  near  where  a 
coteh  was  tumiug,  she  used  to  catch 
^  hi  her  arms,  crying,  *  Take 
ctre,  madam,  you  will  be  run  o? er  ;* 
Md  iu  tiie  interim  Oaky  was  cer« 
Idn  to  cut  off  her  pocket  But 
jWi  way  of  life  did  not  last  long, 
'or  this  abandoned  woman  soon 


and  parted;  and  Oaky,  who  by 
this  time  was  an  accomplished  thief, 
entered  Into  Jonathan  Wild's  gang; 
among  whom  were  John  LeTee, 
Matthew  Flood,  and  BIneskin. 
These  men  were  for  some  time  the 
terror  of  travdlers  near  London. 

John  I^ree  was  the  son  of  a 
French  gentleman  who  resided  some 
time  in  England  during  the  rdgn 
of  Charles  II.  and  Uught  the 
French  language  to  three  natural 
sons  of  that  prince ;  but  he  retired 
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to  Holland,  and  there  died,  soon 
after  the  adTanccmentof  King  Wil- 
liam to  the  throne.  Young  Leree 
was  educated  at  the  expense  of  the 
French  Protestants  in  London,  and 
was  then  bound  apprentice  to  a  cap- 
tain in  the  royal  naTj. 

He  served  as  a  sailor  for  some 
years,  and  was  present  at  the  defeat 
of  the  Spanish  fleet  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, In  Queen  Anne*s  reign ; 
and  afterwards  sailed  under  Ad- 
miral Norris,  in  hb  fruitless  ex- 
pedition against  the  Russian  fleet  in 
the  Baltic. 

When  the  admiral  came  back  to 
England,  Levee's  friends  recom- 
mended him  to  the  service  of  a 
merchant  iu  Thames  Street,  in  the 
capacity  of  under  clerk,  for  which 
he  was  not  ill  qualified :  but,  being 
of  too  unsettled  a  temper  to  apply 
himself  to  business,  he  declined  this 
opportunity  of  providing  for  him- 
self, and  soon  spent  the  little  money 
he  was  possessed  of. 

Going  one  evening  to  a  public 
house  in  Hoi  bom,  he  met  with  some 
thieves  of  Jonathan  Wild's  gang, 
who  soon  persuaded  him  to  join 
them  in  thoir  lawless  depredations, 
which  at  length  brought  him  to 
destruction. 

Matthew  Flood  was  the  son  of 
parents  of  good  character,  and  bom 
at  Shadwell.  He  was  apprenticed 
to  a  lighterman,  with  whom  he  lived 
a'  considerable  time:  but,  being 
averse  to  a  life  of  labour,  his  master 
and  he  parted  by  joint  consent; 
and  soon  afterwards  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  Oaky  and  Levee,  and 
their  dissolute  companions. 

Among  other  atrocious  robberies 

they  stopped  a  coach  between  Cam- 

berwell  and  London,  in  which  were 

five  men  and  a  woman.     The  men 

said  they  would  deliver  their  money, 

bnt  begged  they  would  not  search, 

juihe  lady  was  with  child.     Blue- 

0jc£n,  boldiag  a  hat^  received  the 

maaejr  the  pMsseogen  put  Into  it, 


which  appeared  to  be  a  considerable 
snm,  but,  on  examination,  it  was 
found  to  be  chiefly  halfpence.  The 
gang  suspected  that  Blneskin  had 
defrauded  them,  as  it  was  not  the 
first  time  he  had  cheated  his  fellow- 
thieves;  but  they  were  greatly 
mortified  that  they  had  neglected 
to  search  the  coach,  when  they  af- 
terwards learned  there  were  thiec 
hundred  pounds  in  it 

Some  time  after  this,  Oaky,  Le- 
vee, Flood,  and  Blneskin,  stopped 
Colonel  Cope  and  Mr.  Young,  in  a 
carriage,  on  their  return  from 
Hampstead,  and  robbed  them  of 
their  watches,  rings,  and  money. 
Information  of  this  robbery  was  sent 
to  Jonathan  Wild,  who  caused  the 
parties  to  be  apprehended;  and, 
Blneskin  being  admitted  an  evi. 
deuce,  they  were  tried,  convicted, 
sentenced,  and  ordered  for  execu- 
tion. 

After  conviction  their  bahavionr 
was  exceedingly  proper  for  persons 
in  their  calamitous  situation.  They 
did  not  flatter  themselves  with  vain 
hopes  of  a  pardon,  but  exerted 
themselves,  by  every  act  of  devotion, 
to  make  a  proper  preparatioB  for 
their  approaching  end. 

At  the  last  scene  of  their  lives 
they  addressed  the  spedators,^  ad- 
vising them  to  take  wamiDg  by 
their  fatal  end. 

Oaky  said  that  what  gave  hmi 
more  concern  than  all  hii  other 
offences  was  the  burning  a  will 
which  he  found  with  some  money 
and  rings  in  a  pocket  which  he  had 
cut  from  a  lady's  side ;  a  circum- 
stance which  proved  highly  detri- 
mental to  the  owner. 

These  offenders  suffered  at  Ty- 
burn on  the  8th  of  February 1 17^. 

In  this,  as  in  almost  every  other 
instance  before  us,  we  see  that  the 
ways  of  vice  lead  to  destruction, 
to  present  disgrace,  certain  death, 
and  perpeiaal  infamy.  We  learn 
also  Om  fsAshood^  ^^MXcMsmoa 
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tnd  peqwlnal  infMnjr.  W«  learn 
sbo  the  bbdiood  nf  that  common 
naiun  that  there  i»  '  honour  imong 
tUcTCi.'  Oakj  became  an  OTiilcnce 
■gainit  hii  BHoctatM,  in  cunfc. 
qaence  ofwbtch  one  of  them  wai 
hanged,  and  the  other  Iran  (ported. 
After  ibii  Blneskin  brune  an  evi- 
dence ■^■init  Oalty  end  hit  two 
companions,  all  of  whom  luffered 
the  ntmoit  rigour  of  the  lav- 
Jonathan  Wild  made  toolK  of  theac 
poor  «retdic*  for  a  while;  and, 
when   they  hid   run   Iheir   career, 


he  gare  them  up  to  public  juitice* 
What  a  picture  doe*  this  fumith 
of  the  calamitous  life  of  a  thief,  who 
hai  not  one  friend  in  whom  he  can 
confiilo,  nor  can  he  think  himselfJn 
leciirity  cien  for  a  Mngle  momentl 
The  terrors  of  his  coii^tcienco  miKt 
tor  cier  haunt  him  ;  ilcep  mult  if 
from  his  fjrei,  and  peace  from  hit 
breaiL  The  gallowi  mutt  be  con- 
tinuallj'  in  his  Tiew,  and  ererj  pre- 
rioiis  hour  of  hi»  life  muvt  be  im- 
bitlered  by  reQccting  on  the  Au- 
graceful  one  that  u  to  cod  it. 


BriMdn  Ua«e  hit  Wife  n  a  Quarrrl. 


S 

^ 


MATTHIAS  BRINSDEN, 

EXECDTED  ton  RlLLlKfl  III>  WIFB. 

Tail  oETender  terrcd  hU  time  to  After  the  death  of  this  wife,  he 

a   doth-drawer,     in    Blackfriara,  married  a  second,  bf  whom  he  had 

BWrd    Beedi,    who,  dying,    waa  ten  children,   some  of  the  elder  of 

mctcded  by  Hr.  Byfield,  who  left  whom  were  brought  up  to  work  at 

hb  basiaeu  to  Brintden,  who  mtr.  hii   buiincM.      At  length    he   was 

lied   Byfield's    widow ;    bot  how  teiied  with  a  fever  to  violent  that 

lMg*l>«lmd  with  fain  iiuRcerUlB.  it  distMcted  him,  lo  that  be  wa* 
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tied  down  to  his  bed.  This  mis- 
fortune  occasioned  such  a  decaj  in 
his  trade,  that  on  his  recoTerj  he 
carried  news  papers,  and  did  any 
other  business  he  could,  to  support 
his  family. 

Going  home  about  nine  o'clock 
one  efcning,  his  wife,  who  was 
sitting  on  a  bed,  suclcling  a  young 
child,  asked  him  what  he  should 
ha? e  for  supper.  To  which  he  an. 
sworcd,  ^^  Bread  and  cheese;  can't 
you  eat  that  as  well  as  the  chil- 
dren ?"  She  replied,  "  No,  I  want 
a  bit  of  meat."  <<  But  (said  he)  I 
have  no  money  to  buy  you  any.'^ 
In  answer  to  which  she  said,  ^^  You 
know  I  hare  had  but  little  to-day ;" 
and,  some  farther  words  arising  be- 
tween them,  he  stabbed  her  under 
her  left  breast  with  a  knife. 

The  deed  was  no  sooner  perpe. 
trated  than  one  of  the  daughters 
snatched  the  infant  firom  the  mother's 
breast,  and  another  cried  out,  ^^  O 
Lord !  father,  you  hate  killed  my 
mother."  The  prisoner  now  sent 
for  some  basilicon  and  sugar,  which 
he  applied  to  the  wound,  and  then 
made  hb  escape. 

A  surgeon,  being  sent  for,  found 
that  the  wo^ind  was  mortal,  and  the 
poor  woman  died  soon  after  he 
camO)  and  within  half  an  hour  of 
the  time  the  wound  was  gi? en. 

In  the  interim  the  murderer  had 
retreated  to  the  house  of  Mr.  King, 
a  barber,  at  Shadwell ;  whence,  on 
the  following  day,  he  sent  a  letter 
to  one  of  his  daughters,  and  another 
to  a  woman  of  hb  acquaintance; 
and  in  consequence  of  these  letters 
he  was  discoTcred,  taken  into  cus. 
tody,  carried  before  a  magistrate, 
nnd  committed  to  take  his  trial  for 
the  murder. 

When  on  trial,  he  urged,  in  his 

defence,  that  his  wife  was  in  some 

decree  Intoxicated,  that  she  wanted 

lo^o  out  and  drink  witlr  her  com- 

'"^A^a^    mad  tbat,  wbUe  he  en- 


dearonred  to  hinder  her,  she  threw 
herself  against  the  knife,  and  re« 
ceiTed  an  accidental  wound. 

Howerer,  the  cfidence  against 
him  was  so  clear,  that  hb  allega- 
tions had  no  weight,  and  he  received 
sentence  of  death.  After  con- 
fiction  he  became  serious  and  re- 
signed ;  -and  being  f  isited  by  one  of 
his  daughters,  who  had  given  evi- 
dence against  him,  he  took  her  ia 
hb  arms,  and  said,  <<  God  forgive 
me,  I  have  robbed  you  of  your 
mother :  be  a  good  child,  and  rather 
die  than  steal :  never  bo  in  a  pas. 
sion ;  but  curb  your  anger,  and 
honour  your  mistress:  she  will  be 
as  a  father  and  mother  to  yon. 
Farewell,  my  dear  child ;  pray  for 
your  father,  and  think  of  him  as 
favourably  as  yon  can.'* 

On  hb  way  to  the  plaee  of  exe- 
cution, the  daughter  above  men- 
tioned was  permitted  to  go  Into  the 
cart,  to  take  her  last  ftvewell  of 
him, — a  seene  that  was  greatly  af- 
fecting to  the  spectatoiB. 

As  some  reports  rmrf  nafavour- 
able  to  this  nutlefactor  had  been 
propagated  during  his  eonfinement, 
he  desired  the  Ordinaiy  of  Newgate 
to  read  the  following  speech  just 
before  he  was  lannehed  mla  ca- 
nity. 

^  I  was  bom  of  kind  parents, 
who  gave  me  learning:  I  went  ap- 
prentice to  a  fine-drawer.  J  had 
often  jars,  which  might  increase  a 
natural  waspishness  in  my  temper. 
I  fell  in  love  with  Hannah,  my  last 
wife,  and  after  much  difficulty  won 
her,  she  having  five  suitors  court- 
ing her  at  the  same  time.  We  had 
ten  children  (half  of  them  dead), 
and  I  believe  we  loved  each  other 
dearly ;  but  often  quarrelled  and 
fought. 

*  Pray,  good  people,  mind,  I 
had  no  malice  against  her,  nor 
thought  to  kill  her  two  minutes 
before  the  deed;   bnt  I  designed 
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only  to  make  her  obej  me  thoroagh- 
Ij,  whicli  the  Scripture  says  all 
wif es  should  do.  This  I  thought  i 
had  done  when  I  cot  her  skull  on 
Monday,  but  she  was  the  same  again 
by  Tuesday. 

^  Good  people,  I  request  yoo  to 
obser? e,  that  the  world  has  ipite. 
fully  giren  out,  that  I  carnally  and 
incestuously  lay  with  my  eldest 
daughter  i  here  solemnly  declacei 
as  I  am  entering  into  the  presence 
of  Qod,  I  nerer  knew  whether  she 
wa4  a  man  or  a  woman  since  she 
was  a  babe.  I  hare  often  takea 
her  ia  my  armi|  often  kissed  her, 
sometimes  giren  her  a  cake  or  a 
pie,  when  she  did  any  particular 
serrice  beyond  what  came  to  her 
sha^ ;  but  ne?er  lay  with  her,  or 
carnally  knew  her,  much  less  had 
a  child  by  her.  Bat  when  a  man  is 
in  calamities,  and  is  hated  like  me, 
the  wom«i  will  make  surmises  be 
certaialics. 

^  Good  Chiistians,  pray  for  me ! 
I  deser? e  death :  I  am  willing  to 
die;  for,  though  my  sins  are  great, 
God's  mercies  are  greater.' 

He  was  eiecvted  at  Tyburn,  on 
the  i4th  of  September,  1 73S. 

If  any  credit  is  to  be  gi? en  to 
Brinsdeo's  last  solemn  declaration, 
his  wife,  as  well  as  himself,  seems  to 
have  been  of  an  unhappy  disposi^ 
tion,  snce  they  could  not  refrain 
from  qaamlKng,  though  they  had 
a  siBctri  regard  for  each  other. 
We  Isar  this  is  but  too  commonly 
|he  case  in  die  married  state  ;  but 
H  is  a  lamentable  consideration  that 
those  who  have  engaged  to  be  the 
•■toal  comfort  and  support  of  each 
other,  through  life,  should  render 
^  ^fHfSP^  Ptth  stIH  more  difficult 
hf  thdr  mvtual  contentions  and 
Mimoiities. 

It  is  the  part  of  a  husband  to 
protect  his  wife  from  CTcry  injury 
Md  insult ;  to  be  at  once  a  father 
Md  a  guardian  to  her ;  and,  so  far 


from  ill-treating  her  himself,  he 
ought  to  bo  particularly  watch- 
ful that  she  be  not  ill  used  by 
others:  the  tenderer  sex  hare  a 
natural  claim  to  the  protection  of 
the  more  robust.  Indeed  It  wquld 
appear  that  one  reason  for  Prorl- 
denco  bestowing  superior  strength 
on  the  man,  was  for  the  defence 
and  protection  of  the  woman. 

On  the  other  hand  women  should 
be  grateful  for  this  protection ;  and, 
in  the  emphatical  words  of  St  Paul, 
wires  should  learn  to  be  ^  obedient 
to  their  husbands  in  all  things.' 

Socb  daty  as  the  subject  owes  the  prioce« 
J^w'n  such  a  woman  oweth  to  her  husband  : 
And  when  she's  froward,  peevish,  sullen, 

sour. 
What  IS  she  but  a  foul  contending  rebel. 
And  graceless  U'aitor  to  her  loving  lord  ? 

Shaespbabb. 

It  is  a  very  unfortunate  circum- 
stance when  persons  of  opposite 
sentiments  happen  to  be  united  fn 
wedlock:  but,  even  in  this  case, 
people  of  sense  and  humanity  will 
learn  to  bear  with  the  failings  of 
each  other,  considering  that  much 
allowance  is  to  be  made  for  their 
own  faults.  They  will  endeavour 
to  make  the  lot  which  has  befallea 
thom  more  supportable  than  it 
otherwise  would  be ;  and,  in  time, 
by  the  constant  wish  to  please,  they 
may  eren  conciliate  the  affections 
of  each  other,  and  mutual  happiness 
may  arise  where  it  is  least  eipected. 

In  general,  however,  a  coinci- 
dence of  temper  and  a  purity  of 
manners,  added  to  a  sacred  regard 
to  religious  duties,  are  the  greatest 
security  for  happiness  in  the  mar- 
ried state.  Beautiful  are  the  Uofs 
of  the  poet : 

Two  kindest  souls  alone  should  meet, 
'Tis  friendship  makes  their  bondage  sweet, 

And  feeds  their  mutual  loves  : 
Bright  Venus,  on  her  rolling  throne, 
Is  drawn  by  gentlest  birds  alone. 

And  Cupidf  yoke  the  doves. 
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ROBERT  WILKINSON,  JAMES  LINCOLN,  AND  THOMAS 

MILKSOP, 

SXfiCUTBD  FOR  MURl>KRING  A  CHELSEA  PSNSIOMBR. 


These  offenders  were  tried  for  a 
murder,  which  arose  from  the  fol- 
lowing circumstance : 
'  Having  agreed  to  commit  a  rob- 
bery together,  they  stopped  a  gen. 
tieman's  coacli  on  the  road  to  Ken- 
sington,  and,  having  robbed  him  of 
a  sum  of  money,  ran  off* ;  and  soon 
afterwards  meeting  a  Chelsea  pen- 
sioner, who  had  a  gun  in  his  hand, 
they  ordered  him  to  deliver  it ;  but 
the  man  refusing  to  do  it,  Wilkin- 
son stabbed  him  repeatedly  through 
the  back  with  the  hanger;  and, 
when  they  saw  the  man.  was  dead, 
they  hastily  decamped,  committed 
some  robberies  on  coaches  on  the 
road,  and  then  went  to  London. 

On  the  following  day  they  were 
apprehended,  and  committed  to 
prison  ;  and,  being  soon  afterwanls 
brought  to  their  trial  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  they  were  convicted,  and 
received  sentence  of  death. 

It  will  be  now  proper  to  give 
such  an  account  of  these  offienders 
as>we  have  been  able  to  collect:— 
Robert  Wilkinson  was  the  son  of 
poor  parents  in  St.  Giles's,  and, 
having  missed  the  advantages  of 
education,  became  an  associate  of 
coachmen,  carmen,  and  others,  the 
lowest  of  the  people.  A  t  length  he 
grew  to  be  a  dexterous  boxer,  and 
frequented  Hoxley-in-the-Hole,  and 
other  blackguard  places  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  London. 

After  this  he  commenced  foot- 
pad, and  committed  a  great  vuriely 
of  robberies,  attended  with  many 
circumstances  of  cruelty.  Fre* 
quently  did  he  krfock  men  down 
with  bludgeons ;  and,  when  he  had 
robbed  women,  it  was  a  common 
ptMctice  with  him  to  strip  them 
naked,   bind  them   to  tree^  and 


leave  them  in  that  calamitous  situa- 
tion. 

Ho  continned  this  way  of  life 
alone  for  some  years,  and  then 
connected  himself  with  the  other 
villains  whose  names  are  mentioned 
in  this  narrative. 

James  Lincoln  was  likewise  bom 
of  mean  parents,  nor  was  any  more 
care  taken  of  his  education  than  of 
Wilkinson's.  For  some  tiae  he 
served  the  hackney  coachmen  and 
carmen,  and  afterwards  committed 
an  immense  number  of  footpad 
robberies  on  the  roads  near  Lon. 
don ;  and  so  frequent  were  his 
depredations  of  this  kind,  that 
honest  men  were  afraid  to  pass  alone 
about  their  lawful  business. 

He  had  been  so  successful  In  hb 
adventures,  and  had  so  often  escaped 
detection,  tliat  he  grew  so  hard- 
ened as  to  watch  four  nights  at 
the  end  of  Queen  Street,  Lincoln's- 
Ino.Fields,  to  rob  die  Duke  of 
Newcastle  of  his  george,  though  he 
knew  that  his  grace  had  always  a 
number  of  servants  in  his  train. 

Being  disappointed  of  this  booty, 
he  went  on  foot  to  Hyde  Park, 
where  he  robbed  a  gentleman  in  his 
carriage,  and  eluded  all  pursuit 
The  money  he  acquired  by  his  rob- 
beries was  spent  in  the  most  ex- 
travagant manner ;  and,  at  length, 
he  became  acquainted  with  the  other 
subjects  of  this  narrative,  and  was 
concerned  in  the  crime  which  ended 
in  their  mutual  ruin. 

Thomas  Milksop  was  a  native  of 
London,  and  was  bound  apprentice 
to  a  vintner,  in  which  station  he  be- 
came familiar  to  some  scenes  of  ir- 
regularity that  had  a  natural  tend- 
cncy  to  corrupt  his  morals.  When 
the  term  of  his  appreotioeship  was 
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eipired,  be  attached  himself  to  some 
abandoned  women,  and  got  con. 
nected  with  an  infamous  gang  of 
booscbreakon  and  other  thieves, 
who  committed  numberless  depre. 
dations  on  the  public. 

Milksop  haying,  bj  one  of  his 
night-robberies,  acquired  a  consi. 
dnable  sum  of  monej,  bought  a 
hone,  and  rode  out  in  the  character 
of  a  highwajman ;  but,  not  meeting 
any  success  in  this  way;  he  returned 
to  his  former  practices,  and  then  en. 
gaged  with  a  gang,  of  which  Wilkin- 
son and  Lincoln  were  two,  and  was 
concerned  in  a  great  number  of 
other  facts,  besides  that  which 
brought  him  to  a  fatal  end. 

Tha  beha?ionr  of  these  male- 
factors nndei  sentence  of  death  was 
rather  hardened.  They  had  been 
guilty  of  a  great  number  of  offences, 
for  which  thej  did  not  appear  to 
have  a  proper  concern.  Such  was 
the  oondact  of  Wilkinson,  that  the 
Ordinarf  of  Newgate  refused  to 
adminbter  the  sacrament  to  him  ; 
on  which  he  said.  If  be  was  not  aU 
towed  to  go  to  heaven  with  others, 


he  would  find  the  way  alone.  Lin- 
coin  professed  himself  a  Roman 
Catholic ;  and  Milksop,  among  his 
other  offences,  particularly  lament, 
cd  the  committing  a  rape  on  a  poor 
woman,  whom  he  robbed  near  Caen 
Wood,  between  Hampstead  and 
Highgate. 

These  offenders  suffered  death  at 
Tyburn  on  the  24th  of  September, 
1722. 

There  is  nothing  so  remarkable 
in  the  case  of  these  criminals  as  the 
ill  consequences  resulting  from  a 
want  of  education,  and  the  being 
witness  to  scenes  of  debauchery. 
The  former  was  the  case  of  Wilk- 
inson and  Lincoln,  and  the  latter 
of  Milksop.  From  their  fate,  then, 
let  parents,  in  whatever  sphere  of 
life,  be  taught  to  give  their  children 
as  good  an  education  as  is  in  their 
power ;  and  be  particularly  careful 
not  to  place  them  in  situations 
liable  to  corrupt  their  morals.  It 
is  one  of  the  most  eicellent  parts  of 
the  most  excellent  prayer  in  the 
world,  ^  Lead  us  not  into  tempta- 
tion.' 


CHRISTOPHER  LAYER,  ESQ. 

EXBCUTED  FOR  HIGH  IKEASok. 

HiRi  we  again  find  a  hidden     so  much  practice,  that  he  scorned  to 


spark  in  the  hot-bed  of  rebellion, 
shooting  out  of  its  expiring  embers. 
This  man,  like  all  rebels,  was  a 
mere  enthusiast,  plotting  deep  mis- 
chief, but,  like  Colonel  Despard, 
hereafter  named,  without  a  shadow 
of  poasibUiU  to  carry  his  wicked. 
BM  Into  tntcL 

Mr.  Layer  was  bom  of  Tcry  re- 
ipectable  parents,  and  received  a 
very  liberal  education,  which  being 
completed  at  the  university,  he  was 
entered  a  student  of  the  honourable 
society  of  the  Inner  Temple.  After 
the  customary  time  he  was  called 
to  the  bar,  entered  on  the  profes- 
<>oo  of  a  oounsdlor  at  law,  and  had 


be  in  the  high  road  of  making  a 
largo  fortune. 

Francis  Atterbury,  Bishop  of 
Rochester,  had  been  disabled  from 
holding  his  preferments  in  the 
church  by  an  act  of  parliament 
passed  in  the  year  1722,  and  was 
banished  from  England  for  life  for 
his  treasonable  practices;  and, 
about  this  period,  several  other 
persons  were  concerned  in  similar 
designs,  among  whom  Counsellor 
Layer  was  one  of  the  most  dbtin- 
guished. 

This  infatuated  man  made  a  jour, 
ncy  to  Rome,  whero  he  held  several 
conferences  with  the  Pretender,  to 
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whom  ho  prombod  that  he  woold 
eflfectso  secret  a  revolution  in  Eng- 
land, that  no  person  in  authoritj 
should  be  apprized  of  the  scheme 
till  it  had  actually  taken  place. 

Impressed  with  the  idea  that  it 
was  possible  to  carry  hU  scheme 
into  ezecutiou,  he  came  to  England 
with  a  determination  to  effect  it. 
His  plan  was,  to  hire  an  assassin  to 
murder  the  king,  on  his  return  from 
Kensington  ;  and,  this  being  done, 
the  other  parties  engaged  in  the 
plot  were  to  seise  the  guards ;  and 
the  Prince  of  Wales  and  his  chil- 
dren and  the  great  officers  of  state 
were  to  be  seized  and  confined 
during  the  confusion  that  such  an 
crent  would  naturally  produce. 

Among  others  concerned  in  this 
strange  scheme  was  Lord  Grey,  an 
ancient  noblcmsn  of  the  Roman 
Uatholic  religion,  who  died  a  pri- 
soner in  the  Tower,  before  the  ne- 
cessary legal  proceedings  against 
him  could  take  place. 

Mr.  I^yer  haftng  settled  a  cor- 
respondence with  several  Roman 
Catholics,  Nonjurors,  and  other 
persons  disaffected  to  the  govern- 
mcnt,  he  engaged  a  small  number  of 
disbanded  soldiers,  who  were  to  be 
the  principal  actors  in  the  intended 
tragedy.  The  counsellor  met  these 
soldiers  at  a  public  house  at  Strat. 
ford,  in  Essez,  where  he  gate  them 
the  necessary  instructions  for  seizing 
the  king  on  his  return  from  the  pa- 
lace, and  even  fixed  on  the  day  when 
the  plan  was  to  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution. 

Some  of  the  people  of  the  public 
house,  ha? ing  ofcrheard  the  con- 
Tersation,  spoke  of  it  publicly  in 
the  neighbourhood ;  and  some  other 
circumstances  of  suspicion  arising, 
Mr.  Layer  was  taken  into  custody 
by  one  of  the  king's  messengers,  io 
consequence  of  a  warrant  from  the 
nfcntMijr  of  state. 
At  thh  time  Mr.  iMjer  bad  two 


women  In  keeping— one  inSonth- 
ampton  Buildings,  and  the  other  in 
Queen  Street,  to  both  of  whom  be 
had  gif  en  intimations  of  the  schtae 
he  had  in  hand.  The  lodgings  of 
these  women  being  searched,  such  a 
number  of  treasomble  papen  were 
found,  that  the  intentions  of  tlie 
counsellor  appeared  evident.  When 
ho  was  apprized  that  hb  papers 
were  seized,  and  the  women  lioartd 
to  grre  etidence  agunst  him,  he  dii- 
patched  a  messenger  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  informing  him  that  he 
would  make  a  discovery  of  all  he 
knew,  if  he  might  be  permitted  the 
use  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper.  This 
requisition  was  Instalitly  ooaplied 
with,  and  it  wu  the  pn^ruling 
opinion  that  he  would  have  been 
admitted  an  evid^oe  against  his 
oocompliees.  If  he  had  made  the 
promised  discovery ;  bat  It  will  ap- 
pear that  he  had  no  sack  lotentiaiu 

Behind  the  house  6f  the  nessen^ 
ger  in  which  he  was  confined  there 
was  a  yard  whidi  commnnicaCed 
with  the  yard  of  a  public  house  ad^. 
joining,  and  Mr.  Layer  thought,  if 
he  could  get  from  his  confinement, 
it  would  be  not  difficult  matter  to 
escape  through  the  tap-room  of  the 
alehouse,  where  it  was  not  probable 
that  he  should  be  known. 

HkTing  digested  his  plan,  he  eat 
the  blankets  of  his  bed  Into  pieces, 
and  tied  them  together,  and,  in  (he 
dusk  of  the  evening,  dropped  from 
his  window;  but,  ftUlhig  on  a  bottle*, 
rack  in  the  yard,  he  orei;set  It,  and 
the  noise  occasioned  by  the  break- 
ing of  the  bottles  was  such  that  th* 
family  was  alarmed;  but  Uyer 
escaped  during  the  confusiofi  occa- 
sioned by  this  inddedt. 

Almost  distracted  by  the  loss  of 
his  prisoner,  the  messenger  went  in 
search  of  him,  and,  finding  that  he 
had  taken  a  boat  at  the  Horse-ferry, 
Westminster,  he  crossed  the  water 
aftter  kmi)  ^putt^BKid  him  throogh  St. 
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George*!  Fields,  and  ofertook  him 
kin  at  Newiagton  Butts.  Having 
brought  him  back  to  his  hoase,  and 
giarded  him  properly  for  that  night, 
he  was  examined  by  the  secretary 
of  state  on  the  following  day,  and 
committed  to  Newgate. 

The  king  and  council  now  deter- 
mined that  no  time  should  be  lost 
in  bringing  Layer  to  a  trial ;  where* 
fore  a  writ  was  issued  from  the 
Crown  Office,  directed  to  the  sheriff 
of  Essex,  commanding  him  to  im- 
pannel  a  grand  jury,  to  inquire  into 
such  bills  as  shonld  be  presented 
agafmt  the  prisoner:  in  consc- 
qoence  of  which  the  jury  met  at 
Rvnford,  and  found  a  bill  against 
kirn  for  high  treason ;  and  this  bill 
WM  retamable  into  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench. 

Soon  after  the  bill  was  found,  the 
trial  caaeon  before  Sir  John  Pratt, 
Lord  Chtaf  Justice,  and  the  other 
judges  of  tfiat  court.  Mr.  Layer 
bad  two  counsellors  to  plead  for 
him,  and  they  urged  e?ery  possible 
argument  that  could  be  thought  of 
in  his  behalf;  contesting  erery  mi* 
mite  circumstance  with  the  counsel 
for  the  crown,  during  a  trial  that 
lasted  sixteen  hours ;  but  at  length 
the  juiy  found  the  prisoner  guilty, 
after  ha? ing  been  out  of  court  about 
an  hour. 

When  tbe  prisoner  was  brought 
nptorecdve  sentence,  his  counsel 
made  another  effort  in  his  behalf, 
^  inning  the  informality  of  some 
of  the  legal  proceedings  against 
Un;  but  their  arguments  being 
thought  insuffident,  the  sentence 
ordained  1>y  the- law  was  passed  on 
DHn* 

Ashe  had  some  important  affairs 
to  settle,  from  the  nature  of  his  pro- 
fession, the  Court  did  not  order  his 
execution  till  more  than  two  months 
after  he  had  been  condemned  ;  and 
the  king  repeatedly  reprieved  him, 
to  pmentiiis  cKenti  being  sufferers 


by  his  affairs  being  left  in  a  state  of 
confusion. 

After  conviction,  Mr.  Layer  was 
committed  to  the  Tower,  and  mt 
length  the  sheriffs  of  London  and 
Middlesex  rcccifcd  a  warrant  to 
execute  the  sentence  of  the  law  ;  in 
consequence  of  which  he  was  drawn 
on  a  sledge  to  Tyburn,  dressed  in 
a  suit  of  black,  full  trimmed,  and  m 
tie*  wig. 

At  the  place  of  execution  he  was 
assisted  in  his  devotions  by  a  Non. 
juring  clergyman  ;  and,  when  these 
were  ended,  he  spoke  to  the  sur- 
rounding multitude,  declaring  that 
he  deemed  King  James  (so  he  called 
the  Pretender)  his  lawful  so?ereiga. 
He  said  that  King  George  was  ao 
usurper,  and  damnation  would  be 
the  fate  of  those  who  supported  his 
gorernment.     He  insisted  that  the 
nation  would  never  be  in  a  state  of 
peace  till   the   Pretender   was  re* 
stored;  and  therefore  advised  the 
people  to  take  up  arms  in  his  be. 
half.     He  professed  himself  willing 
to  die  for  the  cause ;  and  expressed 
great  hopes  that  Providence  would 
effectually  support  the  right  heir  to 
the  throne  on  some  future  occasion, 
though  himself  had  failed  of  being 
the  happy  instrument  of  placing 
him  thereon. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn  on  the 
15th  of  March,  1793,  and,  his  bodj 
beingquartered,  hb  head  was  placed 
over  Temple  Bar. 

Mr.  Layer  is  said  to  have  been  a 
man  of  sense,  and,  from  his  educa- 
tion and  profession,  we  may  pre- 
sume that  he  was  a  roan  of  learning ; 
yet  his  conduct  was  snr.h  as,  one 
would  imagine,  no  person  above  the 
level  of  an  ideot  could  have  been 
gui!ty  of.  The  scheme  he  under, 
took  was  absurd  in  the  highest  de- 
gree ;  and  his  folly  in  revealing  bis 
sentiments  to  the  women  whom  he 
kept  was  as  egregious  as  bis  guilt 
was  glaring. 
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l*ho8e  who  preach  up  the  non- 
sense of  a  diTine  indefeisiblc  right 
inherent  in  kings  maj  possibly  ad- 
mire  the  madness  by  which  this  man 
was  inspired :  but  Englishmen  ought 
to  be  thankful  that  their  sovereigns 
can  goTcrn  only  in  conformity  to 
the  laws  ;•  laws  more  perfect  than 
those  which  human  wisdom  has  yet 
framed  in  any  other  country  under 


Hearen.  We  cannot  conclude  this 
account  more  properly  than  in  the 
words  of  the  poet : 

Remember,  O  my  friends,  the  laws,  the 

lights. 
The  generous  plan  uf  power  delivered  down. 
From  age  lo  age,  bj  your  renowned  fere- 

fatbers : 
O,  let  it  never  perish  in  joor  bands ; 
But  piously  transmit  it  to  your  children ! 


WILLIAM  BURK, 

EXECUTED  FOU  UOBBEilY. 


William  Buru  was  born  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Catherine's,  near  the 
Tower  of  Ijondon.  His  temper, 
it  was  alleged,  was  bad  when  a  boy ; 
but  which  of  us  are  not  early  way. 
ward,  until  precept  and  correction 
teach  us  better?  But  it  was  also 
admitted  that  the  mother,  by  ill- 
judged  fondness  and  indulgence, 
made  it  much  worse. 

Having  reached  the  ele? enth  year 
of  his  age,  he  was  guilty  of  some 
faults  that  required  sefere  chastise- 
ment, which  having  received,  he 
ran  away  from  school,  and  went  to 
the  water-side,  inquiring  for  a  sta- 
tion on  board  a  ship.  A  man,  ob- 
serving his  inclination,  took  him 
down  to  the  Nore,  and  put  him  on 
board  the  Salisbury  man  of  war. 

The  mother,  learning  where  her 
darling  boy  was  gone,  followed  him 
on  board  the  ship,  and  endeavoured 
to  prevail  on  him  to  return,  but  in 
vain  ;  for  the  youth  was  obstinately 
beot  on  a  seafaring  life. 

In  about  a  fortnight  the  ship 
sailed  for  Jamaica,  and,  during  the 
voyage,  had  an  engagement  with  a 
Spanish  galleon,  which  she  took, 
after  a  bloody  and  obstinate  fight, 
in  which  young  Burk  was  wonnded. 
After  this  they  met  with  another 
gdleoD,  which  they  took  without 
the  loss  of  a  man ;  but  a  woman, 
the  <Mily  one  on  board,  having  the 
to  look  on  the  deck,  lost 


her  life  by  a  chain-shot,  which 
severed  her  head  from  her  body. 
The  common  men  shared  each  fif. 
teen  pounds  prize  money  on  these 
captures  ;  but  some  of  the  principal 
officers  got  sufficient  to  m^e  them 
easy  for  life.  ^ 

The  ship  was  staHoned  for  three 
years  in  the  West  Indies,  during 
which  Burk  learned  the  art  of 
stealing  eirery  thing  that  he  could 
secrete  without  detection.  At  Ja- 
maica there  was  a  woman  that  had 
been  transported  from  Newgate 
some  years  before ;  but,  having  mar- 
ried a  planter,  who  soon  died,  she 
was  left  in  affluent  circumstances, 
and  took  a  taveri*.  Wanting  a  white 
servant,  she  prevailed  on  the  cap. 
tain  to  let  William  attend  her  cus- 
tomers. 

The  boy  was  pleased  with  his 
new  situation,  and  might  have  con- 
tinued in  it  as  long  as  he  was  on  the 
bland,  but  he  could  not  refrain  from 
defrauding  his  mistress;  but  she, 
who  had  been  herself  a  thief,  sooa 
detected  him.  Hereupon  he  fell  on 
his  knees,  and  begged  pardon,  which 
was  granted;  but  he  was  ordered 
to  depart  the  house  immediately. 

Alarmed  at  the  danger  from  which 
he  had  escaped,  he  seems  to  have 
formed  a  temporary  resolation  to 
live  honestly  in  future,  and,  with 
that  view,  shipped  himself  for  Mary- 
land, where  a  merehant  would  hate 
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employed  him,  but  the  captain  he 
sailed  with  woald  not  permit  him 
to  accept  the  offer.  Hence  he  made 
a  fojage  to  the  coast  of  Guinea, 
where  he  had  a  very  narrow  escape 
of  being  murdered  by  the  natircs, 
who  killed  seTcral  of  his  ship, 
mates. 

On  the  return  of  his  ship  from 
Guinea  to  England,  the  weather  was 
so  bad  that  they  were  five  months 
on  their  Toyage  to  the  port  of  Bris. 
tol,  during  which  they  suffered  in- 
numerable hardships.  Their  pro. 
f  isions  were  so  reduced,  that  they 
were  almost  famuhed,  the  allow- 
ance of  each  man  for  the  whole  day 
being  not  so  mncb  as  he  conid  eat 
at  iwo  mouthfuls ;  knd  at  length 
they  were  obliged  to  fast  fire  days 
snccessiTcly. 

However,  they  reached  the  port 
in  safety ;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
miseries  they  had  endured,  the  cap. 
tain  resolted  on  another  voyage  to 
Goinea,  in  which  Bark  accom. 
panied  him.  Having  purchased  a 
number  of  slaves,  they  set  sail  for 
the  West  IndU  Islands ;  but,  during 
the  voyage,  the  negroes  concerted  a 
icheme  to  make  themselves  masters 
of  the  ship,  and  would  have  pro- 
bably carried  It  into  eiecntion,  but 
that  one'of  their  associates  betrayed 
them ;  in  consequence  of  which  they 
were  sore  strictly  confined  than 
th^  hMl  hitherto  been. 

Bvk  sailed  from  the  West  Indies 
to  fisgland,  where  he  entered  on 
hoaid  a  man  of  war,  and  sailed  np 
the  Baltic,  and  afterwards  to  Arch, 
ttgel,  to  the  north  of  Russia,  where 
his  sifferiogs,  from  the  extremity  of 
tke  cold  and  other  circumstances, 
weie  so  severe,  that  on  his  return 
to  Eoglaod  he  detennined  to  aban. 
te  the  life  of  a  sailor. 

Bsfaig  now  quite  out  of  all  honest 
■>lMs  of  getting  his  bread,  he 
took  to  robbing  passengers  in  and 
Qcu  Stepney ;  but  he  continued  his 


depredations  on  the  public  only  for 
a  short  time,  being  apprehended  for 
committing  the  fourth  robbery. 

He  was  indicted  at  the  sessions 
held  at  the  Old  Bailey,  in  February, 
lfl3,  for  robbing  William  Fitzer 
on  the  highway  ;  and  again,  on  the 
same  day,  for  robbing  James  West, 
wood  ;  and,  being  found  guilty  on 
both  indictments,  be  received  sen. 
tcnce  of  death. 

There  was  something  remarkably 
cruel  in  the  conduct  of  this  male, 
factor,  for  he  carried  «  hedge-bill 
with  him  to  terrify  the  persons  he 
stopped;  and  one  old  man  hesU 
tating  to  comply  with  his  demand, 
he  cut  him  so  that  he  fell  to  the 
ground. 

After  conviction  ho  became  sen- 
sible of  the  enormity  of  his  crimes, 
received  the  sacrament  with  great 
devotion,  and  declared  that,  if  he 
obtained  mercy  from  God,  it  must 
be  through  the  merits  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn  on 
the  8th  of  April,  1723,  in  the 
twenty.third  year  of  his  age. 

The  subject  of  this  biographj, 
though  born  of  parents  so  poor 
that  they  were  glaid  to  get  him  into 
a  charity  school,  jet  had  a  fair 
chance  of  becoming  an  useful  mem. 
ber  of  society.  Little  doubt  can  be 
entertained  but  that  the  fault  of 
mothers,  by  a  too  great  and  too 
long  indulgence  to  their  children, 
which  they  call  kindness,  was  the 
primary  cause  which  led  this  man 
to  his  wretched  fate.  Some  unre- 
flecting women,  by  mistimed  fond« 
ness,  would  have  their  children, 
while  they  should  be  in  search  of  an 
honest  livelihood,  still  at  home;  or, 
to  use  the  vulgar  expression,  ^  still 
within  the  length  of  their  apron« 
strings/  It  is  rare,  indeed,  to  find 
a  great  boy,  pampered  by  the  mo. 
ther,  possessing  the  rare  qualities 
of  a  good  boy.    Indulgence  to  a 
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Jrouth  at  home  unnerves  him  whfn 
abroad,  and,  subject  to  no  control, 
he  becomes  insolent,  weak,  and 
contemptible  to  strangers. 

Happy  the  child  whoM  younger  yetn 

Receive  instractioii  well ; 
Who  hatet  the  sinner's  path,  and  fears 

The  road  that  leads  to  hell. 


Wlien  we  devote  our  yooth  to  God, 

Tis  pleasing  in  bis  eyes ; 
A  flow'r,  when  ofTer'd  in  the  bud. 

Is  no  -vain  sacrifice. 

'Us  easier  work,  if  we  begin 
To  fear  the  Lord  betioies  ; 

While  sinners  that  grow  old  in  sin 
Are  hardened  in  their  crimes. 

Da.  Watts. 


ALEXANDER  DAY,  alias  MARMADUKE  DAVENPORT,  Esq. 

A  SHARPBR. 


The  evil  arising  from  tlMiii  might, 
in  a  great  measore,  be  prevented 
by  placing  the  power  of  granting 
licenses  in  a  general  board  of  police; 
and  rendering  it  necenanr  for  all 
person!  to  prodnce  a  certificate  of 
character  before  they  can  obtain 
snch  license,  and  also  to  enter  Into 
recognizance  for  good  belMTiour. 

Also  sharpers  who  obtain.licenses 
to  be  hawkers  and  pedlars;  under 
the  cover  of  which  every  species  of 
▼yiainy  b  practised  n  pon  the  oonntry 
people,  as  well  as  npon  the  imwary 
in  the  motropolisi  and  all  the  great 
towns  in  the  kingdom.  The  arti- 
fices by  which  they  succeed  are 
Tarions,  as  for  eaample,  hjr  frau- 
dulent raffles,  where  plated  goods 
are  eihibited  as  silver,  and  where 
the  chances  are  exceedingly  against 
the  adventurers;  by  selling  and 
uttering  base  money,  and  frequently 
Among  the  varions  classes  of  forged  bank  noim,  which  msike  one 
slnrpers  may  be  reckoned  those  of  the  most  profitable  branches  of 
whoobtainlicenseB  to  become  pawn,  their  trade;  by  dealing  in  smuggled 
brokers,  and  bring  disgrace  upon  (he  goods,  thereby  promoting  the  sale 
nipntable  partof  the  trade  by  every    of  articles  injurious  to  the  revenue 


The  mode  of  plunder  practised 
by  this  villain  at  the  time  of  com- 
mitting his  depredations  was  not 
common ;  but  now  the  great  me- 
tropolis of  our  country  abounds 
with  such  insidious  robbers.  Thu 
kind  of  thieving,  in  modern  times, 
b  ydeped  swindling,*  and  the 
latter  part  of  our  pages  will  adduce 
instances  of  the  tricks  of  sharpers, 
passing  almost  credibility.  The 
fellow  now  before  as  was,  however, 
circumstances  considered,  an  adept, 
and,  like  our  modem  swindlers, 
had  a  fictitious  name,  an  accomplice, 
sometimes  acting  as  bis  footman,  a 
hired  house*  and  borrowed  carriage* 

The  great  qualifications,  or  leaid- 
ing  and  indispensable  attributes,  of 
a  sharper  or  swindler,  are,  to 
possess  «  genteel  eiterior,  a  d^ 
meanonr  apparendy  artless,  and  a 
good  add 


species  of  fraud  which  can  add  to 
the  distresses  of  those  who  are  com. 
peUed  to  raise  money  in  this  way ; 
for  ivkich  purpose  there  are  abun- 
dance of  opportunities.  Swindling 
pawnbrokers  of  this  class  are  uni« 
fonnly  reeeiTeffs  of  stolen  goods; 
and,  wider  dw  cover  of  their  iicense^ 
dn  much  misdiief  to  the  ^luUic. 


besides  cheating  the  ignorant  with 
regud  io  their  value ;  by  receiving 
stolen  goods,  to  be  disposed  of  in 
the  country,  by  which  diMXiveries 
«re  prerented,  and  assistance  aford- 
ed  to  oouHBon  thieves  and  sMionary 
receivers ;  by  purchasing  stolen 
iiorses  in  one  part  of  the  eevatry 
and  disposing  W  them  in  another. 


*Thu  word  is  derived  Troro  the  German,  in  which  langaa^  it«DO«t  forcibly  comrejt 
tieiSmitfm  man  pneihwg  ereiy  ipecies  of  deceit*  <•  phmder  the  en^rafy. 
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m  (he  course  of  their  journeys ;  in 
accomplishing  which,  so  as  to  elude 
detection,  they  ha?o  great  opporta. 
nitles,  bj  gambling  with  £-0  tables 
tit  fairs  and  hone-races, 

A  namber  of  other  dcTiccs  might 
be  pointed  ont,  which  render  this 
dass  of  men  great  nuisances  in 
society,  and  show  the  necessity  of 
dthcr  seppressing  them  totally  (for, 
in  fact,  Uiey  are  of  little  use  to  the 
public),  or  of  limiting  the  licenses 
Uldy  to  men  of  good  character ;  to 
be  granted  by  a  general  board  of 
pdfee,  under  whose  control  they 
should  be  placed,  while  they  enter 
at  the  same  time  into  a  recognizance 
in  a  certidn  sum,  with  one  surety 
for  good  bebamur ;  by  which  the 
honest  part  would  be  retained,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  fraudnlunt. 

Alto  sharpers  known  by   the 
name  of  duffers^  who  go  about  from 
bouse  to  house,  and  attend  public 
houses,  inns,  and  fairs,  pretending 
to  sell  BtiDggied  goods,  such    A 
Indb  handlLerchiefs,  waistcoat  pat- 
terns, muslins,  kc.      Bj  tyfTering 
their  goods  for  sale,  they  are  en- 
abled  to  discorer  the  proper  objects 
whldi  may  be  successfully  practised 
upon  in  various  ways ;  and,  if  they 
do  not  succeed  in  promoting  some 
gaoiblfaig   scbeme,  l)y   which  t!he 
pirtyls  plundered  of  his  money, 
fl«y  seldom  fail   passing   forged 
country  bank  notes,  or  base  coin^ 
b  the  course  of  their  dealings. 

In  London  a  number  of  female 
)ftarpers  also  infest  public  places. 
)<bey  dress  elegantly,  perspnate 
Wtaien  of  fashion,  attend  masque- 
iMes,  and  even  go  to  Court  These, 
ftom  their  effrontery,  actuallj  get 
mto  the  circle,  where  their  wits 
ind  hands  are  employed  in  obbdn. 
iog  diamonds,  and  whaterer  other 
i^tlcles  of  Tahie,  capable  of  being 
concealed,  are  found  to  be  most 
accessible. 
The  wffb  of  a  weH-known  sharp- 


er is  said  to  haf  e  ( appeared  at 
Court,  dressed  in  a  style  of  peculiar 
elegance ;  while  the  sharper  him- 
self is  supposed  to  hare  gone  in  the 
dress  of  a  clergyman.  According 
to  the  information  of  a  noted  re- 
oeiTer,  they  pilfered  to  the  Talue 
of  1700/.  on  thts  king's  birth  day, 
1705,  without  discoTcry  or  snspi- 
clon. 

Houses  are  kept  where  female 
cheats  dress  and  undress  for  pub- 
lic places.  These  sharpers  gene- 
nlly  attend  all  masquerades,  in 
different  characters,  where  they 
seldom  fail  to  get  clear  off  with  a 
considerable  booty. 

The  first  deception  wblch  we  find 
played  off  by  Aleiander  Day  was 
to  take  an  elegant  house  in  Queen- 
square,  and  then  to  send  his  pre- 
tended footman  to  a  livery  stable, 
to  Inquire  the  price  of  a  pair  of 
horses,  which  he  himself  afterwards 
agreed  to  purchase,  and  then  desired 
the  stable-keeper  to  recommend 
bim  a  coachman,  a  man  rather  Insty^ 
ais  he  had  a  suit  of  Krery  clothes  ef 
a  large  size  by  him. 

The  man  was  accordingly  recom- 
mended ;  but,  when  thelirery  was 
tried  on,  Day  obserred,  that,  n 
they  did  not  fit  him,  he  would  send 
Into  the  country  for  his  own  coach, 
man ;  but  this  objecfion  was  ob- 
fiated  by  the  footnmn,  who  saying 
that  the  clothes  would  fit,  with  « 
small  idtecation,  the  'squire  con- 
sented to  hire  the  man. 

When  the  stabl^keeper  saw  the 
coachman  be  hod  recommended,  he 
inquired  to  what  plao^  he  had 
driren  his  new 'master;  and,  being 
informed  to  the  Duke  of  9Ion- 
tague's,  and  other  persons  of  rank, 
he  seemed  satisfied,  though  be  had 
begun  to  form  ideas  nnfisTourable 
to  Ills  new  customer. 

Mr.  Day,  baring  kept  his  cmdk 
and  horses  somethhig  more  than  a 
week,  gate  orders  to  be  driven  to 
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a  coffee-house  in  Red  Lion  Square, 
where  he  drank  half  a  pint  of  wine 
at  the  bar,  and  asked  if  some  gen- 
glemen  were  come,  whom  he  cx» 
pected  to  supper.  Being  answered 
in  the  negatire,  he  went  out  at  (he 
back  door  without  paying  for  his 
wine,  and  said  he  would  return  in  a 
few  minutes. 

The  coachman  waited  a  long  time: 
but,  his  roaster  not  coming  back, 
he  droro  to  the  stable- keeper's, 
who  seemed  glad  to  have  recorered 
hb  property  out  of  such  dangcroos 
hands. 

It  seems  that  Day  made  no  small 
use  of  this  coach  while  it  was  in 
his  possession.     He  drove  to  the 
shop   of  a  lace-merchant,   named 
Gravestock,  and  asked  for  some 
Spanbh  point ;  but,  the  dealer  hav- 
ing  none  of  that  kind  by  him,  the 
'squire   ordered  ^fty^^^e  pounds' 
worth  of  gold  lace  to  be  sent  to  his 
boose  in   Qocen   Square.      When 
Gravestock's   servant  carried   the 
lace,  Day  desired  him  to  tell  his 
master  to  call,  as  he  was  in  want 
of  lace  for  some  rich  liveries,  bat 
he  must  speak  with  his  tailor  be- 
fore  he  could  ascertain  the  quantity 
wanted.    Mr.  Gravestock  attended 
his  new  customer,  who  gave  him  so 
large  an  order  for  lace,  that,  if  he 
had  executed  it,  he  must  have  been 
•  Tery  considerable  loser,  and  the 
'squire's  liveries    would  have  been 
gayer  than  those  of  any  nobleman 
in  London :  however,  on  the  fol- 
lowing daj,  he  carried  some  lace 
of  the  sort  he  had  left  before ;  nor 
did  he  forget  to  take  hb  bill  with 
ban ;   bof  the  person  who  should 
liave  paid  it  had  decamped. 

The  neit  trick  practised  by  our 
Mventairer  was  as  follows:  he  went 
i2*,S?^  «^  Mr.  Markham,  a 


posed  Mr.  Davenport,  who  ordered 
other  curious  articles ;  among  the 
rest,  a  chain  of  gold  for  his  squirrel. 
Mr.  Markham  observing  that  the 
squirrel  wore  a  silver  ehain,  which 
he  had  sold  to  a  lady  not  long  be. 
fore,  began  to  suspect  hb  new 
customer ;  and,  waiting  on  the  lady, 
inquired  if  she  knew  Marmaduke 
Davenport,  Esq.  She  answered  in 
the  negative  ;  on  which  Markham 
mentioned  tlie  -circaaBStance  that 
had  arisen,  aud  described  the  per- 
son of  the  defrander.  The  lady 
now  recollected  htm,  and  said  that 
hb  name  was  Alexander  Day,  and 
that  he  had  cheated  her  of  properly 
to  a  considerable  amount  In  con* 
sequence  of  this  informatiOD,  Mark- 
ham arrested  the  sharper,  and  reco. 
vcred  his  properly. 

On  another  occasion.  Day  went 
in  his  carriage  to  the  shop  of  a 
linen-draper,  named  Schrimshaw, 
agreed  for  linen  to  the  amount  of 
48/.  and  ordered  a  large  quantity  to 
be  sent  to  hb  house  ou  the  follow, 
ing  day,  when  he  nould  pay  for 
the  whole.  The  first  parcel  was 
delivered,  but  the  purchaser  had 
decamped  when  the  linen-draper 
went  with  the  second. 

After  thb  he  went  to  the  shop  of 
a  tea-dealer,  named  Kenderick,  and 
ordered  tea  to  the  amount  of  20/. 
The  tea  was  sent  in,  and  the  pro- 
prietor called  for  payment,  when 
Day  gave  him  orders  for  a  farther 
quantity,  which  he  pretended  to 
have  forgot  before,  and  told  him  to 
call  the  next  morning',  when,  he 
should  be  paid  for  it  by  the  steward. 
The  honest  tea-dealer  called  the 
next  day,  but  neither  the  'squire 
nor  steward  were  to  be  found.  ^ 

Hb  next  adventure  was  contrived 
to  defraud  Mr.  Hinchcliffe,  a  silk- 
mercer'  Day,  going  to  hb  shop  in 
hb  absence,  left  word  for  him  to 
call  at  hb  house  to  receiTe  a  large 
order.    The  mercer  went,  and  saw 
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i carriage  at  the  door;  and,  being 
told  that  the  'sqoire  had  companj, 
lie  waited  a  short  time,  during  which 
the  serf  ant  took  care  to  inform  him 
that  Mr.  Davenport  was  the  son  of 
abaronet  of  Yorkshire,  and  possess, 
ed  a  fatfge  fortune  in  that  county. 

When  he  saw  the  supposed  Mr. 
Bifenport,  he  was  told  that  he 
wanted  some  Taluable  silks,  and 
wished  that  a  quantity  might  be 
seat  for  him,  to  select  snch  as  he 
approTcd.  Mr.  Hinrhcliffe  said 
that  the  choice  would  be  much  bet. 
ter  made  by  filing  on  the  patterns 
at  hb  shop. 

Hereupon  Day  took  the  mercer 
hi  his  coach,  and  on  their  way  talked 
ef  his  father,  Sir  Marmadukc,  and 
of  other  people  of  rank  ;  and  said 
he  was  on  the  point  of  marriage 
with  the  daughter  of  Connsellor 
Ward,  and,  as  he  should  be  under 
the  necessity  of  furnishing  a  house 
in  London,  he  should  want  mercery 
goods  to  a  huge  amount. 

When  they  came  to  the  mercer*s 
shop.  Day  selected   as  many   da- 
masks, Ac  for  bod  fnroiturc  and 
hangings,  as  were  worth  a  thousand 
poinds.    It  looks  as  if  Hinchcliffe 
had  now  some  suspicion;  for  he 
told  him  that,  the  ladies  were  the 
best  judges  of  such  articles,  and 
asked  if  he  had  not  a  lady  of  his 
acquaintance,  whom  he  could  con- 
sult.   He  readily  answered  that  he 
had,  and  mentioned  a  Lady  Daren, 
port  u  his  relation,  saying,  <  Send 
the  silks  to  my  honse,  and  i  will 
take  her  opinion  of  them.'- 

Mr.  Hinehdiffe  said  he  would 
Mad  then,  and  permitted  him  to 
<ike  with  hbn  two  pieces  of  bro- 
cade,  worth  about  thirty  pounds ; 
but,  desirous  to  know  moro  of  his 
cisteuier  before  he  trusted  him  with 
tiie  whole  property,  he  went  to 
Connsellor  Ward,  and  found  that 
his  daughter  was  already  married  to 
a  gentleman  of  t]|e  name  of  Dafen. 


port.  Hereupon  the  mercer  went 
to  the  house  of  the  supposed  'squire, 
but  he  was  gone  off  with  what  pro- 
perty he  had  obtained. 

It  was  lilCsewise  discorcred  that 
onr  adTentnrer>  having  casually  met, 
at  a  coffee-house,  the  Mr.  Daren, 
port  who  had  married  the  daughter 
of  Counsellor  Ward,  had  prevailed 
on  him  to  call  him  cousin,  on  the 
pretence  that  they  must  be  related, 
because,  as  he  alleged,  their  coats 
of  arms  were  the  same. 

After  a  course  of  fraud,  Day  was 
taken  into  custody  in  the  month  of 
May,  1793,  on  suspicion  of  his 
having  robbed  the  mail;  but  it 
prof ed  that  he  was  not  the  man : 
howerer,  there  were  six  indictments 
brought  against  him  for  the  de- 
frauds. 

In  his  defence  he  pleaded  that 
his  intention  was  to  have  paid  for 
thegoodshehad  purchased  on  credit; 
and  he  asserted  that  he  possessed  an 
estate  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
which  he  had  mortgaged  for  19001. 
but  no  credit  could  be  given  to  his 
allegations ;  nor,  even  if  he  had 
possessed  such  an  estate,  would  it 
have  appeared  that  he  acted  on  an 
honest  principle. 

After  a  long  trial  he  was  con- 
victed, and  sentenced  to  suffer  two 
years'  imprisonment  in  Newgate,  to 
stand  twice  in  the  pillory,  to  pay  a 
fine  of  200/.  and  to  give  security  for 
his  good  behaviour  for  two  years  af- 
ter the  term  of  his  Imprisonment 
should  be  expired. 

As  it  is  one  professed  design  of 
this  publication  to  guard  innocent 
people  against  the  schemes  of  the 
artful  and  designing,  we  would 
earnestly  recommend  it  to  people 
in  trade  never  to  give  credit  to 
strangers  from  the  speciousnesa  of 
their  appearance,  or  the  plausibility 
of  their  behaviour. 

The  villain  who  can  defraud  a 
coachmakcr  out  of  a  carriage,  or 
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eTeD  rme  money  to  kire  one  of 
an  clq^nt  appearance,  has  notUBg 
todo  but  take  genteel  lodgings, and 
pat  an  accomplice  or  two  into  li- 
Tery,  and  his  scheme  usnally  suc- 
ceeds. The  splendid  appearance  of 
the  sapposed  master,  and  the  artful 
puffs  of  the  lervantt,  generally  senre 
to  Imil  suspicion  asleep. 

When  inquiry  is  made  into  the 
character  of  a  person  who  is  sap- 
posed  to  be  a  man  of  honour  and 
fortune,  the  inquirer  should  consi* 


der  whether  (he  person  who  giiea 
him  this  character  is  desenring  of 
that  of  an  honest  man :  for  these 
artfnl  rogues,  when  they  find  aaji 
person  is  suspicions  of  them,  ham  a 
method  of  referring  to  as  great 
rognes  as  themselves  for  a  charac- 
ter. The  tradesman,  then,  who 
would  not  be  imposed  on,  shoold 
take  characters  only  from  rcfcpeeU 
able  people,  who  will  nerer  deceiTe 
him,  nnleis  they  have  been  deceived 
themselves* 


WILLIAM  HAWKSWORTH, 

SXECUTSD  VOR  MURDER. 


This  criminal  was  bom  of  re- 
putable parents,  who  gave  him  such 
an  education  as  was  proper  to  qua- 
lify him  for  a  creditable  trade ;  but, 
being  of  a  disposition  too  unsettled 
to  think  of  business,  he  enlisted  for 
a  soldier*  in  the  hope  of  being  pro- 
moted in  the  army. 

After  he  had  served  some  time, 
aid  found  himself  disappointed  in 
his  expectation  of  preferment,  he 
made  interest  to  obtain  his  dis. 
charge,  and  then  entered  into  the 
service  of  a  gentleman,  with  whom 
he  behaved  in  a  proper  manner  for 
a  considerable  time  ;  but,  not  being 
content  with  his  situation,  he  re- 
paired to  London,  and  again  en- 
Ibted  as  a  soldier  in  the  foot-guards. 

In  this  station  he  rcmainetl  four 
years,  during  two  of  which  he  was 
servant  to  the  colonel,  who  enter- 
tained a  very  good  opinion  of  him ; 
till  an  incident,  which  unexpectedly 
arose,  occasioned  the  crime  for 
which  he  suffered.  Before  we  re- 
late the  particulars,  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  remark,  that,  at  the  period 
of  which  we  are  writing,  party  dis- 
pBttp  ran  very  high,  and  the  soldiers 
^^ve  frequently  the  subjects  of  the 
^ontempt  and  derision  of  the  popu- 


^^^Ute  UawkgwoHb  was  march- 


ingf  with  other  soldiers,  to  rdlevs 
the  guard  in  St  James*s  Park,  a 
man  named  Ransom,  who  had  a 
woman  in  his  company,  jostled  hios, 
and  cried,  <  What  a  stir  is  heiu 
about  King  George's  soldiers  1* 
Hawksworth,  Imagining  the  womaa 
had  incited  him  to  this  behafiour» 
quitted  his  rank,  and  gave  her  a 
blow  on  the  ftuse*  Irritated  hereby. 
Ransom  called  him  a  puppy,  and 
demanded  the  reason  of  his  behfr* 
viour  to  the  woman. 

The  term  of  reproach  enrsged 
Ilawksworth  to  such  a  degree,  thsjt 
he  knocked  the  other  downwUh 
his  musket,  and  then  the  soldiefs 
marched  on  to  relieve  the  gnar4*  h 
the  mean  time  the  crowd  of  pMple 
gathered  round  Ransom,  and;  mU 
ing  he  was  much  wounded,  pat  h^ 
in  a  chair,  and  sent  him  to  a  sifw 
geon,  who  examined  him,  andfoiud 
his  skull  fractured  to  such  a  degirse 
that  there  were  no  hopes  of  hv  f^ 
covery,  and  he  died  in  a  few  houifc 

Hereupon  a  person  who  had  hecu 
witness  to  what  passed  in  the  Pvk 
went  to  the  Savoy,and,  hating  learnt 
the  name  of  the  offender^  caaied 
Hawksworth  to  be  taken  into  cus* 
tody,  and  he  was  eomniUeA  to 
Newgate.  Being  brought  to  V$ 
triaL  at  the  foUowing  seisious,  4hs 
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colonel,  whom  he  had  tenr ed,  gare 
him  an  eicellent  character ;  but  the 
facts  were  so  clearly  preyed,  that 
the  jary  could  not  do  otherwise 
than  coo? ict  him,  and  judgment  of 
death  passed  accordingly. 

For  some  time  after  sentence  he 
flattered  himself  with  the  hope  of  a 
repriete ;  bat,  when  the  warrant  for 
hb  execution  arrived,  he  seemed  to 
giro  up  all  hopes  of  life,  and  scri. 
ously  prepared  himself  to  meet  his 
fate*  He  solemnly  averred  that 
Ransom  struck  hhn  first,  and  said 
he  did  not  recollect  the  circum- 
stance of  leaving  his  rank  to  strike 
the  blow  that  occasioned  the  death 
of  the  othen  He*  declared  that  he 
had  no  malice  against  the  deceased, 
and  therefore  thought  himself  ac« 
quitted,  in  his  own  mind,  of  the 
crime  of  mnrder. 

However,  he  behaved  in  a  very 
contrite  manner,  and  received  the 
taerament  with  signs  of  the  sin. 
cerest  devotioo.  A  few  minutes 
before  he  was  eiecuted,  he  made  a 
speech  to  the  surrounding  multi. 
tade,  advising  them  to  keep  a  strict 
guard  over  their  passions ;  he  la- 
mented the  situation  of  the  com- 
mon soldiers,  who  are  considered  as 
onwards  if  tiiey  do  not  resent  an 
injifj,  and,  if  they  do,  are  liable 
to  mdire  legal  punishment  for  the 
eonsequenees  that  may  arise  from 
soeb  reieatment.  However,  he  ad- 
vHwd  his  brethren  of  the  army  to 
submit  with  patience  (o  the  indig. 
nities  that  might  be  offered,  and 
hristto  the  goodness  of  God  to 
wcenipense  thdr  sufferings. 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn  on 
the  irth  of  June,  17«3,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-seven  years. 


Though  nothing  can  justify  the 
crime  of  which  this  man  was  guilty, 
yet  an  useful  lesson  may  l>e  learned 
from  his  fate.  The  situation  of. 
our  common  soldiem  is  sufficiently 
lamentable,  and  no  person  should 
seek  to  make  their  lives  more  calsu 
mitous  by  insult.  The  poor  fdlow 
who  does  duty  by  night  and  by  day, 
who  is  subject  to  all  the  strictness 
of  military  discipline,  and  liable  at 
any  time  to  be  called  forth,  the 
mark  of  a  bullet,  and  all  this  for 
less  than  b  sufficient  for  his  support^ 
even  on  the  coarsest  food,  is  cer« 
tainly  an  object  of  our  commisenu 
tion.  We  should  therefore  pity 
the  distressed,  and  not  seek  to  add 
misfortune  to  the  miserable. 

Although  the  crime  for  which 
Hawksworth  suffered  is  such  as 
ought  not  to  Im  pardoned,  yet  the 
eye  of  humanity  will  drop  a  tear 
for  the  fate  of  a  man  who  thought 
himself  instigated  to  strike  the  fatal 
blow,  little  considering,  at  that  mo- 
ment, that  it  would  have  proved  fatal* 

Hence  let  os  learn  to  guard 
against  the  first  impulse  of  passion  ; 
to  reflect  that  reason  was  gives  os 
for  the  moderation  of  our  passions  ; 
and  that  the  higher  eonsiderationa 
of  religion  ought  to  be  a  perpetual 
restraint  on  those  violent  emotions 
of  the  mind,  which,  in  numeroua 
instances  l)eside  the  present,  have 
led  to  destruction.  That  man  ia 
guity  of  an  egregious  folly,  as  well 
as  an  enormous  crime,  who  will 
permit  the  taunting  words  or  aggra. 
rating  actions  of  another  to  tempt 
him  to  the  commission  of  murder. 

'  Hard  naiaet  at  first,  and  threat*ning  word^» 
That  are  but  noisy  breath. 
Mar  grow  to  clabs  And  naked  twords. 
To  raarder  and  to  death.' 


CAPTAIN  JOHN  MASSEY, 

XXECUTSD  FOR  PIRACY. 

Ii^  transcribing  the  record  and  would  have  appeared  among  those 
pnrticaian  of  this  truly  unfortunate  who  suffered  the  extreme  sentence  of 
■tt)  we  bad  Bo  eoneepHon  that  he    the  law.    Indeed,  we  rather  thonglit 
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his  conduct,  making  allowance  for 
the  critical  way  in  which  he  was 
situated,  meritorious,  rather  than 
really  guilty ;  but,  when  we  find 
that  he  actuaJly  pleaded  guilty  to 
the  charge  laid  against  him  in  the 
indictroent,  we  are  left  in  wonder  at 
the  mysterious  ways  of  Pro? idence. 

Captain  Massey  was  the  son  of 
a  gentleman  of  fortune,  who  gare 
him  an  excellent  education.  When 
young,  though  somewhat  wild  and 
waTcring  in  his  mind,  yet  we  find 
no  flagitious  conduct  imputed  to 
him.  He  grew  weary  of  home,  and 
thirsted  to  taste  the  pleasures  of  a 
world  in  which  he  was  doomed  to 
act  an  unhappy  part*  His  father 
procured  him  a  commission  in  the 
army;  and  he  serf  ed  with  great  credit 
as  lieutenant,  under  the  command 
of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  during 
the  wars  in  Flanders,  in  the  reign 
of  Queen  Anne. 

On  his  return  to  England  he  con- 
ducted himself  with  great  decency ; 
but  became  acquainted  with  a  wo- 
man of  bad  character,  to  whom  he 
was  so  much  attached,  that  he  would 
undoubtedly  hare  married  her,  if 
his  father,  whq  got  intelligence  of 
the  affair,  had  not  happily  broken 
off  the  connexion. 

After  this  he  went  with  his  regi- 
ment to  Ireland,  where  he  lired  for 
some  time  In  a  dissolute  manner; 
but  at  length  got  appointed  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  and  engineer  to 
the  Royal  African  Company,  and 
sailed  in  one  of  their  ships  to  direct 
the  building  of  a  fort.  The  ship 
being  ill  supplied  with  profisions, 
and  those  of  the  worst  kind,  the 
sufferings  of  the  crew  were  incxpres- 
aibly  great  Every  officer  on  board 
died,  except  Massey,  and  many  of 
the  soldiers  likewise  fell  a  sacrifice 
to  the  scandalous  neglect. 

Those  who  liyed  to  get  on  shore 

drank  to  greedily  of  the  fresh  water, 

^ha/  ihejr  were  thrown  into  fluxes, 

^Aiek  deeirofed  ibem  in   such   a 


rapid  manner,  that  only  Captain 
Massey  and  a  rery  few  of  his  people 
were  left  aliye.  These,  being  to- 
tally unable  to  build  a  fort,  and 
seeing  no  prospect  of  relief,  began 
to  abandon  themselves  to  despair; 
but  at  this  time  a  fes^iel  h^ipening 
to  come  near  the  shore,  they  made 
signals  of  distress,  on  which  a  boat 
was  sent  off  to  their  relief. 

They  were  no  sooner  on  board, 
than  they  found  Aa  vessel  was  a 
pirate  ;  and,  distressed  as  they  had 
been,  perhaps  too  hastily  engaged 
in  I  heir  lawless  plan,  or  appeared 
so  to  do,  rather  than  run  the  hasard 
of  perishing  on  shore.  Sailing  from 
hence,  they  took  several  prixes ;  and, 
though  the  persons  made  prboners 
were  not  used  with  cruelty,  Mr. 
Massey  had  so  true  a  sense  of  the 
illegality  of  the  proceedings  in  which 
he  was  concerned,  that  his  mind  was 
perpetually  tormented  with  the  idea 
of  the  fatal  consequences  thatm^ht 
ensue. 

At  length  the  ship  reached  Ja- 
maica, when  Mr.  Massey  seixed  the 
first  opportunity  of  deserting ;  and, 
repairing  to  the  governor,  he  gave 
such  information,  that  the  crew  of 
the  pirate  vessel  were  taken  into 
custody,  convicted,  and  kaiged. 
Massey  might  have  been  provided 
for  by  the  governor^  who  liaaled 
him  with  singular  respect^  on  ac- 
count of  his  services  to  the  pnbHc ; 
but  he  declined  his  gcoerocs  olsn, 
through  an  anxiety  to  visit  Us  na- 
tive country. 

On  his  sailing  for  England  the 
governor  gave  him  recomnendatory 
letters  to  the  lords  of  the  admi- 
ralty ;  but,  astonishing  as  it  may 
seem,  instead  of  being  caressed,  he 
was  taken  into  custody,  and  com- 
mitted till  a  sessions  of  admirally 
was  held  for  his  trial,  when  he 
pleaded  guilty,  and  received  sen- 
tence of  death. 

As  his  case  was  remarlublci  the 
public  entertained   no  doaiit  bat 
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that  be  would  have  been  pardoned ; 
however,  n  warrant  wai  >cnt  for 
hb  exccation,  and  he  made  the  most 
•olctnn  preparation  for  hiiapproBch- 
Ingfote. 

Two  clergymen  attended  him  at 
the  place  of  execution,  where  he 
freelj  acknowledged  hii  lini  in  ge. 
Beral,  wu  remarkably  ferTunt  [n 
hi*  dcTOtiont,  and  reemeil  perreclly 
reii|ned  to  hU  fatal  destiny. 

nough  thecapiain  pleaded  guilty 
at  hb  trial  (for  gniUy  in  lome  mea- 


sure he  was),  yet  hit  joining  the 
pirates  wai  eiideiitly  an  act  of  n^ 
ceuil  J.  not  of  choice ;  add  to  which, 
bis  subsequent  conduct  at  Jamaica 
proved  that  he  took  (he  earliest  op- 
portonily  to  abandon  hii  late  com. 
paoions,  and  bring  them  tojnstice; 
a  conduct  by  which  he  inrely  me- 
rited the  thanks  of  hii  conntry,  and 
Dot  the  Tengeance  of  the  law.  We 
lincerely  hope  that  no  future  king  ' 
will,  under  such  circunulancet,  sign 
a  warrant  for  extxation. 


isf** 


$V«k  PruUmitaMRX  a  CntlnMnfna  Bagme. 


SARAH  PRIDDON,^cr^<  SALLY  SALISBURY, 

COVVtCKD  or  AN  ASSAULT  IH  WniCB  HCKDKR  WAS  ATTEMrtlBD. 

TMaac  Is  no  slate  In  human  na-  banchery      of    e»ery     thoughtless 

tatesowretcbrdaithatof (hopros-  bliiffchead,  she   becomes  hardened 

titate.  Seduced,  abandoned  to  fate,  in  shame.     Hence  modesty  ii  pot 

the  Mbappy  female  fait*  a  pwy  to  to   ihe  blush   by  the  obitcenity  of 

want;  or  she  most  pnrchaie  e»ist-  those,  once  pure  as  our  own  dar- 

enec  at  a  priee  degrading,  in  the  line  danghtcn.    Erery  public  place 

last  degrea,  to  the  mind   of  senii.  swarms  with   <hi*  miserable  set  of 

W^.    Sabject  to  tba  lust  and  de.  b^ngs,  so  that  paremU  dread  to  in- 

*0i^  I.  13 
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dalge  (heir  children  with  e?en  the 
sight  of  a  moral  stage  performance. 
The  unhappjr  prostitute,  heated  by 
drinky  acquires  false  spirits,  in  or- 
der to  iDfeigle  men  to  her  purpose; 
and,  in  so  doing,  she  too  often 
takes  apparent  satisfaction  in  an. 
noying,  by  looks  and  gestures,  often 
by  indecent  words,  the  Tirtuous 
part  of  the  audience.  The  law, 
while  It  assumes  the  guardianship 
of  youth  by  suppressing  immorality, 
still  permits  these  wantons  to  ro?c, 
uncontrolled,  among  the  virtuous 
as  well  as  the  profligate.  There 
ought,  In  public  at  least,  some 
bounds  to  besets— some  check  to  the 
pernicious  example.  They  may 
surely  be  restrained,  at  least  to  the 
ootward  show  of  decency,  when  In 
mixed  company. 

Yet,  says  the  philanthropist,  they 
demand  our  pity.  They  do  in- 
deed! The  cause,  while  nature  pro. 
gresses,  cannot  be  removed;  but  the 
legifilatore  might  do  more  to  regu- 
late  the  evil  than  Is  done  In  this 
country.  It  is  by  some  held  a  ne- 
cessary evil,  tending,  In  Us  utmost 
extent,  even  to  the  benefit  of' the 
jret  virtuouB.  female;  but  a  Mind 
once  formed  by  precept  and  good  ex- 
ample wlH.efer  repel  a  liberty  at- 
tempted; bfPrft  profligate  man ;  they 
arc  cowards  when  veprored  by'iNr. 
tnous  iodigiMiion. 

We  can  only  accord  our  tribute 
of  pity  to  them,  though  about  to 
give  the  effects  of  prostitution  in  its 
greatest  extent,  by  quoting  the 
words  of  the  poet,  as  applied  to  the 
miseries  of  the  unhappy  Jane  Shore: 

'  When  the  was  mine,  no  arm  came  ever 

near  her; 
I  thought  the  gentlest  breath  of  heaven 
Too  rough  to  blow  upon  her. 
Now,    sad    and    shelterless,  perhaps  she 

wanders, 
And  the  rain  drops  from  some  penthouse 
On  her  wretched  head,  drenches  her  locks. 
And  Mils  her  with  the  cold.' 

X^    the  94th  of  April,    1723, 


'Sarah  Priddon  was  indicted  at  the 
Old   Bailey,  for  making  a  violent 

assault  on  the  Hon.  J F^— , 

and  stabbing  him  with  a  knife  in  bu 
left  breast,  and  giving  him  a  wound 
of  which  he  long  languished,  with 
an  intent  to  kill  and  murder  him. 

Mrs.  Priddon,  or  rather  Salisbury 
(for  that  was  the  name  by  which 
she  was  best  known),  was  a  woman 
of  the  town,  who  was  well  ac« 
quaioted  with  the  gentleman  whom 
she  wounded.  It  ap|)eared  on  the 
trial  that  Mr.  F.  having  gone  to 
the  Three  Tuns  tavern  in  Chandos 
Street,  Covent  Garden,  about  mid- 
night,  Sally  followed  him  thither 
soon  afterwards.  The  drawer,  af- 
ter he  had  waited  on  Mr.  F.  went 
to  bed;  but  at  two  in  the  morning 
he  was  called  up,  to  draw  a  pint  of 
Frontiniac  for  Mrs.  Salisbury.  This 
he  did,  and  carried  it  to  her  with  a 
French  roll  and  a  knife.  The  pri- 
soner was  now  in  company  and  con- 
versation witivjiMr.  F.  and  the 
drawer  heard  tl|eiit.dispHting  about 
an  Opera  ticket«,i|JUqb he  had  pre- 
sented to  her  f^ter;$t4n#irhae  they 
were  talking»,she  stabbeiiUa ;  on 
which  he  put  liif  band  t«M»bMSt, 
andsaid,  ^  Madam^youjknvniiMiid- 
cd  me.' 

'    'iNo  sooner  hadi^he  COMB&tted  the 

fact  than  she  ^Riil^  sinMnlj  to 

'r«grat  what  ahc^ji»4done  ^MslMent 

for  a  surgeon,.  wio^fi"to^''*^**" 
cessary  to  extend  the  w«w^>  *^*' 
the  blood  might  flow  outwardly, 
she  seemed  terri6ed,  and,  calling  out 
<  O  Lord !  what  arc  you  doing  ?' 
fainted  away. 

On  her  recovery,  she  asked  Mr. 
F.  how  he  did ;  to  which  be  an- 
swered, *  Very  bad,  and  worse 
than  you  Imagine.'  She  eodea- 
vonred  to  console  him  in  the  beit 
manner  she  could*  and,  after  soae 
time,  the  parties  went  away  in  se- 
parate chairs ;  but  not  till  the 
wounded,  gentleman  had.  forgif«9 
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her,  and  saloied  her  as  a  token  of 
that  forpf eness. 

The  coonsel  for  the  prisoner  en- 
deafoared  to  prore  that  she  had  do 
intCDtioii  of  woDnding  him  with 
malice  prepense;  and  that  what  she 
did  arose  from  a  sadden  start  of 
passion,  the  consequence  of  his  hay- 
ing givn  an  Opera  ticket  to  her 
sitter,  with  a  view  to  ingratiate  her 
affsctioBS,  and  debauch  her. 

The  oonniel  for  the  Grown  ridi- 
culed this  idea,  and  insinuated  that 
a  woman  of  Mrs.  Salisbury's  cha- 
racter could  not  be  supposed  to 
ha? e  any  rerj  tender  regard  for  her 
sister's  reputation.  They  allowed 
that  Mr.  F.  bad  readily  forgi?en 
her  at  the  tine ;  but  insisted  that 
tUs  was  a  proof  of  the  placability 
of  Ms  temper,  and  no  argument  in 
berlkvoar. 

Tkey  ssU  that,  if  the  gentleman 
had  dfad  of  the  wound,  she  would 
iiafebeen  deemed  guilty  of  murder, 
as  she  had  not  received  the  least 
proTOcation  to  commit  the  crime ; 
and  that  the  erent  made  no  differ- 
csee  with  respect  to  the  malignity 
of  her  iataitions. 

Tte  jvry)  ha?iag  considered  the 
drcuBstaaces  of  the  case,  found 
lier  guiHy  of  sssanlting  and  wound- 
ing Mr.  F.  bit  acquitted  her  of 
doing  It  with  an  intent  to  kill  and 
Border  bha.  In  consequence  hereof 
she  was  senteoced  to  pay  a  fine  of 
one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  impri- 
soned for  a  year,  and  then  to  find 
■eearity  for  her  good  behariour  for 
two  years ;  but,  when  she  had  suf- 
fcred  about  nine  months'  imprisou- 
■sat^  she  died  in  Newgate,  and  was 
barled  in  the  church.yard  of  St. 
Andrew,  Holborn. 

The  case  of  the  unhappy  woman 
who  has  been  the  subject  of  this 
narrtlive  will  afford  matter  for  se- 
nou  reflection.  She  had  been  ac 
Vniatod  with  the  gentleman  whom 


she  stabbed,  and  there  is  nothing 
ungenerous  in  supposing  that  their 
acquaintance  was  of  the  criminal 
kind. 

It  was  insinuated  by  the  counsel 
for  the  Crown  that  it  could  not  be 
supposed  that  Mrs.  Salisbury  had 
any  regard  for  the  reputation  of  her 
sister.  But  why  so?  It  is  to  bo 
presumed  that  a  woman  of  any  sen- 
sibility, who  had  been  unhappy 
enough  to  forfeit  her  own  charac- 
ter, should  become  the  more  anxi- 
ous to  preserve  that  of  one  to  whom 
she  was  bound  by  the  ties  of  con- 
sangninity.  It  does  liot  follow  that, 
because  a  woman  hai  failed  in  the 
great  article  of  personal  chastity, 
she  must  therefore  be  deficient  in 
every  other  virtue  that  can  adorn 
the  female  mind. 

Too  frequently,  indeed,  it  hap- 
pens that  women  in  this  predica- 
ment become  dead  to  all  those  finer 
feelings  that  do  honour  to  their  ses 
in  particular,  and  to  humanity  in 
general.  But  then  what  shall  be 
said  of  those  men  who  reduce  them 
to  a  situation  so  calamitous?  Will 
the  sndden  impulse  of  passion  be 
pleaded  in  mitigation  of  a  crime 
which,  in  its  consequences,  almost 
always  detaches  a  woman  from  the 
company  of  the  virtuous  of  her  own 
sex,  and  renders  her,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, an  outcast  of  society  ? 

If  there  be  any  truth  in  the  com- 
mon opinion  that  women  in  genenl 
are  weaker  than  men,  it  follows,  of 
course,  that  the  wisest  ought  to  be 
the  most  virtuous ;  and  that  the  man 
who  seduces  a  woman  is  more  cri- 
minal in  that  act  than  she  is  in 
yielding  to  the  seduction:  yet  so 
ungenerous  is  the  vulgar  opinion, 
that  a  woman  for  ever  loses  her 
character  in  consequence  of  an  of* 
fence  which  is  hardly  deemed  crU 
minal  in  a  man.  Agreeable  hereto 
are  the  sentiments  of  the  poet : 
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■  *  Man,  the  lawiess  libertine,  naj  tore. 
Free  and  onqoektiou*d«  through  the  wilds 

of  love : 
But  woman — sense  and  nature's  easj  fool — 
If  poor,  weak,  woman  swerve  from  virtue's 

rule — 
Ifstronglj,charm*d,  she  tempt  the  flowery 

way. 
And  in  the  softer  paths  of  pleasure  stray — 
Ruin  ensues,  remorse  and  endless  shame, 
Aod  one  false  step  entirely  damns  her  fame : 
In  vain  with  tears  the  loss  slie  may  deplore. 
In  vain  look  back  to  whnt  she  was  before  ; 
She  sets,  like  stars  that  fall,  to  rise  no  more !' 

It  U  DO  credit  to  the  hnmanity  of 


the  ago  that  thn  should  be  the  fact ; 
but,  as  it  U  the  fact,  it  should  teach 
young  women  to  be  always  on  their 
guard  for  the  protection  of  their 
chastity  ;  rememliering  that  If  thai 
be  once  lost,  it  can  nefer  be  reco- 
rered;  that  it  is  a  jewel  of  the 
highest  price;  and  that,  in  most  in- 
stances, the  contaaination  of  the 
mind  follows  theyiolation  of  the 
person,  and  must,  of  consequence, 
produce  a  long  series  of  wretched- 
ness. 


THOMAS  ATHOE,  THE  ELDER,  AND  THOMAS  ATHOE,  THE 

YOUNGER, 

BXECUTEO  FOR  MURDEa. 


This  murder  was  attended  with 
fhockiiig  barbarity ;  and,  when  we 
hafe  to  relate  that  it  was  committed 
by  father  and  son,  the  relation  be- 
comes additiunally  painfuL  A  so- 
litary murder  is  sufficiently  detest, 
able ;  but  when  it  is  prorcd  that  a 
parent  advises,  aids,  and  abets  his 
child  in  the  horrid  purpose,  we 
are  shocked  at  the  extent  of  human 
depravity. 

The  elder  Athoe  was  a  native  of 
Carew,  in  Pembrokeshire,  where 
he  rented  above  a  hundred  pounds 
per  annum,  and  had  lived  in  such 
a  respectable  way,  that  in  the  year 
1721  ho  was  chosen  mayor  of 
Tenby,  and  his  son  a  bailiff  of  the 
same  corporation  ;  though  they  did 
not  live  in  this  place,  but  at  Man- 
nerbeer,  two  miles  distant  from  it. 

George  Merchant  (of  whose 
marder  they  were  convicted)  and 
his  brother  Thomas  were  nephews, 
by  the  mother's  side,  to  the  elder 
Athoe,  their  father  having  married 
his  sister. 

On  the  23d  of  November,  1722, 
a  fair  was  held  at  Tenby,  where  the 
Athoes  went  to  sell  cattle,  and  there 
met  with  George  Merchant  and  his 
brother  Thomas*     A  quarrel  arose 


between  the  younger  Athoe  aod 
George  Merchant,  on  an  old  grudge, 
respecting  their  right  -to  part  of  an 
estate ;  when  a  battle  casncd,  iu 
which  George  had  the  advantage, 
and  beat  young  Athoe*  The  elder 
Athoe,  taking  the  advice  of  «■  at- 
torney on  wl^t  had  pasted,  would 
have  persuaded  him  to  bring  an  ac- 
tion ;  to  which  he  replied,  <  No, 
no,  we  won't  take  the  Uw ;  but 
we'll  pay  them  in  their  own  coin.' 
Lrfite  in  the  evening,  afiter  the 
fair  was  ended,  the  Merchants  left 
the  town  ;  but  the  Athoes,  going  to 
the  inn,  inquired  of  the  ostler  which 
way  they  went.  He  gare  them  the 
best  information  in  his  power,  on 
which  they  immediately  mounted, 
and  followed  them.  The  brothers 
stopped  on  the  road,  at  a  place 
called  Holloway's  Water,  to  Ut 
their  horses  drink,  in  the  mean 
time  they  heard  the  footsteps  of 
other  horses  behind  them,  and, 
turning  al>out,  saw  two  men  riding 
at  a  small  distance.  It  was  too 
dark  for  them  to  know  the  parlies, 
but  they  presently  heard  the  voice 
of  old  Athoe. 

Knowing  that  he  had  sworn  re- 
vengCy  and  dreading  the  consequence 
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tluiC  would  probably  ensoc,  they 
endeavoured  to  conceal  themselves 
behind  a  bridge,  but  they  were 
discovered  by  the  splashing  of 
their  hones'  fcvt  in  the  water. 
The  Athoes  riding  np  with  large 
stieks,  the  younger  said  to  George 
Merchant,  ^  1  owe  thee  a  pass,  and 
now  thou  shah  have  it ;'  and  imme. 
diately  knocked  him  oflf  his  horse. 

In  the  interim,  old  Athoe  at- 
tacked  Thomas  Merchant,  and  boat 
him  likewise  from  his  horse,  calling 
out,  at  the  same  time,  ^  Kill  the 
dogs !  kill  the-  dogs !'  The  bro. 
tbers  begged  hard  for  their  lives, 
but  they  pleaded  to  those  who  had 
no  idea  of  pity.  The  elder  Athoe 
sdzed  Thomas  Merchant  in  the  ten- 
derett  part,  and  aqueeicd  him  in  »o 
violent  a  manner  that  human  nature 
could  not  long  have  sustained  the 
p^;  wMlc  the  younger  Athoe 
treated  George  Merchant  in  a  simi. 
Jar  way,  and  carried  his  revenge  to 
such  a  length  that  it  is  not  possible 
to  rehUe  the  horrid  deed  with  de- 
cency.  When  he  had  completed 
his  eieerable  purpose,  he  called  out 
to  Vis  fatiier,  saying,  *  Now  I  have 
done  George  Merchant's  business.' 

A  great  elhrion  of  blood  was  the 

conteqaenee  of  this  barbarity  ;  but 

his  lavige  revenge    was   not   yet 

gitttted :  seking  George  Merchant 

by  the  note  with  hia  teeth,  he  bit 

It  off,  and  then  strangled  him,  by 

tjing  •  handkerchief  tight  round 
his  neck. 

J*»done,  the  murderers  quitted 
J^  ipot ;  but  some  persons  coming 
"7  took  the  Merchants  to  an  adja. 
cat  house,  and  sent  for  a  surgeon, 
who  dressed  the  wound  of  Thomas, 
httt  found  that  George  was  dead. 

rheiargcon  declared  that  the  blows 
^  had  received  were  sufficient  to 
we  killed  six  or  seven  men  ;  for 
« bad  two  bruises  on  his  breast, 
«ree  large  ones  on  his  head,  and 
^«*y-two  on  his  back. 


-  The  elder  Athoe  was  takbn  into 
custody  on  the  following  day,  but 
the  son  had  fled  to  Ireland  :  how- 
ever, those  who  had  been  concecicd 
in  favoring  his  escape  were  glauto 
use  their  endeavours  to  get  him  back 
agiin.  The  murder  was  committed 
in  Pembrokeshire,  but  the  prison, 
ers  were  removed  by  a  writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus  to  Hereford,  and, 
on  the  19th  March,  1723,  they 
were  indicted  for  the  murder. 

On  the  trial,  the  principal  cvi. 
dencc  against  them  was  the  surviv. 
ing  brother,  who  was  even  then  so 
weak  as  to  be  indulged  to  sit  down 
while  he  gave  his  evidence ;  bnt  the 
jury,  though  satisfied  of  the  com* 
mission  of  the  murder,  entertained 
a  doubt  whether  the  prisoners  could 
be  legally  tried  in  any  county  but 
that  in  which  the  crime  was  com. 
mitted ;  on  which  they  brought  in 
a  special  verdict:  whereupon  the 
case  was  referred  to  the  deterroina. 
tion  of  the  twelve  judges ;  and  the 
prisoners,  being  brought  np  to  Ix>n- 
don,  were  committed  to  the  King's 
Bench  prison,  where  they  remained 
till  theS^d  of  June,  1723,  and  were 
then  taken  to  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  in  Westminster  Hall ;  when, 
a  motion  being  made  by  counsel  in 
arrest  of  judgment,  the  Court  di« 
rected  that  an  act  of  the  33d  of 
Henry  VIII.  should  be  read,  in 
which  is  a  clause,  ordaining  that 
*A11  murders  and  robberies  com- 
mitted in^  on,  or  about  the  borders 
of  Wales,  shall  be  triable  in  any 
county  of  England  where  the  cri. 
minal  shall  be  taken  ;  and  that  the 
Court  of  King*s  Bench  shall  have 
power  to  move,  by  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus,  any  prisoner  confiiicd  in 
Wales  to  the  next  county  of  Eng. 
land,  to  be  tried.' 

In  consequence  hereof,  the  Court 
proceeded  to  give  judgment,  and  the 
prisoner!)  were  rcmauJ;:d  to  the 
King's  Bench  prison. 


I 


U3       k.VAPF  k  tf ALDWlNi  NfiWGATfi  CALENDAR. 


I 


Dt  cie.  lite  cfupr'min  cri  Uie  pTM^'jo, 
iwi  Lj  Jcven*  otiicr  cji:3^>«  T^^c^ 
o&maafid  to  £a£Ut  ticn^fci  v^ia 
t^e  koptf  of  lif«  ii:<  i^e  wtmz,z 
cau&ccova  for  :i«tr  e&cmuv.-'.Aj^ 
crodeaTO-jffcd  loeiifscALc  2:«  i:;i=^ 
bj  a  laiierr  of  frlfoloc^  preUAn*^ 
tf*pttung  cUp^ii^  btx^ttn  i^ea 
and  ibc  dcuAicd. 

On  the  iStii  of  Juce  thc-r  re. 
cesTid  ibe  tacnoe&t  «iih  great  dr. 
Tozioxi.  acid  did  i£e  *izL.e  a^iia  oo 
the  EBonu;i2  of  xheir  exccsuoa. 
Tibcir  behAvioor  at  tLe  p-ioe  o' 
d^ath  b  tbai  recorded  b%  ibc  misU- 
tor  who  zittr^dtd  thca  :  *  On  Fri. 
day,  the  5th  oi  J'-IVf  17^3,  aboot 
rlereo  o'clock  in  ihe  morniiig,  tbev 
were  conieycd  in  a  can  to  the  place 
of  ciecuiion.  Wh<n  thej  came  to 
Ihe  fatal  tree,  they  befaared  them- 
fcUes  in  a  verj  decent  Danaer,  em- 
bracing each  other  with  the  utmost 
tenderness  and  a^ection ;  and,  in- 
deed, the  ion's  hiding  his  face,  be- 
dewed vlih  icjr>,  in  his  father's 
bosom,  wa$,  nuiwiih»taiuling  the 
barbarous  action  ibrv  had  com. 
milled,  a  Torjr  moiiiig  »pectacle. 
The  J  bcg|(ed  of  all  goud  people  to 
lake  warning  by  their  ignominious 
death ;  and  were  turned  otT«  crying, 
'^  JLfOrd,  have  mercy  ii  pon  u« !  Christ, 
haTc  mercy  upon  us  1"    i  he  bodies 


wnTebroagblfrHBibi 

ratKA  ia  t«o  beano  to  ibe  Falam 

iaa^  ia  >oa':bwark,  in  Mdcr  to  be 

bxncd    ia    St.  Geofffe**    cbuch- 

jard.' 

Tber  f  sSrivd  at  a  place  calkd 
><.  T^MMt'*  Waleriag,  a  little  be- 
low ik<&:  Suvet,  ia  Sarrej,  the 
fuber  beisc  if qr-c^bl  jean  old, 
kitd  the  sea  witbia  one  day  of 
tweaty./wir.  at  the  liaK  of  their 
deiibf. 

We  »*a2I  widoB  bear  of  a  mar. 
der  io  barbaioas,  so  ddiberaie,  so 
or  provoked,  as  this  ia  facsCioB. 
Ijitle.  sarely,  aecd  be  said  to  dclcr 
acy  of  oar  readers  froa  tbesligbtcsl 
idea  of  beiag  gailiy  of  a  criae  of  so 
atrocioos  a  aatare;  aor  aeed  we 
add  any  tbiag  to  oor  former  remark 
on  so  hvinoas  an  oflcace  as  that  of 
isibraing  onr  hands  ia  tbe  blood  of 
oar  feliow-creatares.  Be  it  safi- 
cient  to  remark  Ibai  tbcic  b  a  jast 
God  who  jadgetb  tbe cartbyud  that 
all  our  most  secret  actions  are  open 
to  his  Sight.  From  bis  new  onr 
moit  careful  prccaatioBS  cannot 
screen,  nor  can  the  darkartt  of 
night  CO? er  us.  Let  as  then  learn 
so  to  conduct  oorsdrcs  as  not  to 
blush  to  stand  ia  tbe  presence  of  our 
God.  Happy  the  man  who,  forti- 
fie  J  by  religious  con»idcratioas,  can 
arrire  at  this  degree  of  Cbristiaa 
perfection ! 


WILLIAM  liLXE,  JAMtS   BITLEU, 

MEADS, 


WADE,  AKD 


EXCCL'TED  rOK  ROBBERT. 

The  reader   has   doubtless   ob-     description  of  robbers.    If  soccess 


served  that  this  Hork  shows  that 
f  l.erc  arc  different  grades  of  thieves, 
'i'hc  boy,  Hhcn  abandoned  to  pro- 
fiipacy,  corrn:(-nccs  hi^  career  by 
pickiite  |:oc!vCt>yaiid  a  single  band* 
keruhicf  i«  then  the  extent  of  his 
h(fpvi,  iJardcning  uith  his  yea ri, 
h^iuitkints  a  Mfj,  iij  lillaiiiy,  aiid 

ifl€OUU'Z  M  fColjs.ll.   tic    UlOst    CIUCl 


should,  for  a  while,  attend  his  enor- 
mities, he  proceeds  to  steal  ahorse, 
and,  throning  aw^y  the  footpad's 
bludgeon  or  knife,  he  appears 
mounted  on  the  highway,  armed 
with  a  brace  of  pistols.  Arrived 
now  at  the  highest  rank  of  thievery, 
he  despises  the  lower  posts,  and 
MyWb  Wim^lf  a  jgcntlcman  highway- 
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man.  To  do  honour  to  his  post, 
he  scorns  to  use  that  violence,  where 
there  is  no  show  of  resistance, 
which,  as  a  footpad,  he  exercised 
often  through  mere  wantonness. 
Hh  fame,  if  industrions,  however, 
sooner  reaches  the  knowledge  of 
the  myrmidons  of  justice  than  if  he 
hod  grovelled  as  a  foot.robber ;  and 
his  career  is  happily  thus  sooner 
at  an  end. 

Dace  was  a  native  of  Wolver- 
hampton,  and  bjr  trade  a  buckle, 
maker,  which  he  followed  some  time 
in  London  ;  but,  being  imprisoned 
in  Newgate  for  debt,  he  there  made 
connexions  which  greatly  tended  to 
the  corruption  of  his  manners. 

He  was  no  sooner  at  large  than 
he  commenced   footpad,   and,   in 
company  with  another  man,  robbed 
a  gentleman,  in  Chelsea  Fields,  of 
fonr  gumeas:  after  this   he  con- 
nected himself  with  John  Dyer  and 
James fiotler,  in  concert  with  whom 
he  committed  a  variety  of  robberies. 
Their  plan  was  to  go  out  together, 
hat  one  only  to  attack  the  party 
mtended  to  be  robbed ;  giving  a 
signal  for  his  accomplices  to  come 
np  if  any  resistance  should  be  made. 
After  committing   a   variety    of 
robberies  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
MMhm,  they  joined  in  a  scheme, 
^hfonroOier  villains,  to  rob  l-Ady 
Chndleigh,  between    Hyde   Park 
Comer  and  Kensington;  but  her 
WyshijPi  footman  shot  one  of  the 
«■>*»  aimed    Rice,   through    the 
*«d,  which  prevented  the  intended 
depredatioh.  - 

Their  robberies  had  now  been  so 
••■^ous  that  the  neighbourhood 
«ri*ndon  became  unsafe  for  them  ; 
'■weforo  they  went  on  the  Ports- 
■Wth  road,  where  they  committed 
a  variety  of  robberies,  and  even 
proceeded  to  the  perpetration  of 
■JNct,  with  a  view  to  prevent  do- 
lectioa* 

Meeting  Mr.  Bunch,  a  farmer. 


near  a  wood  on  the  road  side^  they 
robbed  him  of  his  money,  and  then, 
dragging  him  into  the  wood,  thcj^ 
stripped  him,  and  Duce  firing  at 
him  with  a  pistol,  tho  ball  lodged  in 
his  month. 

They  now  imagined  the  man  was 
dead,  and  were  about  to  depart, 
when  Mr.  Bunch  turning,  Butler 
loaded  another  pistol,  in  order  to 
dispatch  him  ;  on  which  he  begged 
that  they  would  yet  spare  bis  life : 
but,  finding  that  they  entertained 
no  sentiments  of  compassion,  he 
exerted  all  his  strength,  and,  spring, 
ing  on  his  legs,  ran  off,  and,  alarm* 
ing  the  inhabitants  of  an  adjacent 
village,  immediate  pursuit  was  made 
after  the  villdins,  all  of  whom  were 
apprehended  except  Doce,  who  es* 
caped,  and  got  to  London.  *  ^ 

Darker,  Wade,  and  Meads,  three 
of  the  gang,  wore  hanged  at  Wiiii 
Chester ;  but  Butler  was  sent  to  tak^ 
his  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey,  for  robi 
berics  committed  in  the  county  oif 
Middlesex. 

James  Butler  was  the  son  of  re^ 
potable  parentSj  of  tho  parish  of , 
St.  Ann,  Soho,  and  apprenticed  to 
a  silversmith  ;  but,  being- of  an  mi- 
gOTcrnablc  disposition,  his  parents 
were  obliged  to  send  him  to  sea* 
After  making  several  voyagaS*,  Hs 
an  apprentice  to  the  captain,  he  TiiA 
from  the  ship  at  Bbston,  in  Ncvr 
England,  and  went  -to  New  York, 
where  he  entered  on  board  anoth^ 
ship,  from  which  he  Kkewise  ran 
away,  and  embarked  in  a  third  ves- 
sel, bovnd  to  Martinico.  This  h^ 
also  quitted,  on  a  dispute  with'  the 
captain,  and  then  sailed  to  Jamaica, 
where  ho  was  impressed  into  the 
royal  navy,  and  served  under  the 
celebrated  Admiral  Verndn. 

On  his  return  to  England  he 
married  a  girl  of  Wapplng,  an*, 
having  soon  spent  the  little  mdney 
he  brought  home  with  him,  he  eni 
gaged  with  the  gang  we  have  men. 
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UoDed,  with  whom  he  wts  likewise 
coDoeroed  in  scferal  other  robbc. 
ries. 

These  appear  to  ha?e  been  very 
desperate  rUlains.  On  the  road  to 
Grafesend  they  stopped  four  gen* 
tlemeni  who  refusing  to  be  robbed, 
Meads,  one  of  those  hanged  at  Win- 
chester, shot  a  serf  ant,  who  attended 
then,  in  the  breast,  so  that  he  died 
in  a  few  days.  Disappointed  of 
their  booty  in  this  attempt,  their 
passions  were  so  irritated,  that, 
meeting  a  gentleman  on  horseback, 
they  fired,  and  wounded  him  in  the 
head  and  breast^-  and  the  next  day 
he  expired. 

They  committed  other  robberies, 
attended  with  circumstances  of 
cruelty,  but  it  will  be  now  proper 
to  mention  thoi»e  for  which  they 
suffered.  Butler  hating  been  ac- 
quitted at  the  Old  Bailey  of  the 
crime  for  which  he  was  transmitted 
from  Winchester,  he,  Duce,  and 
JDyer^  immediately  renewed  their 
depredations  on  the  road.  Meet- 
ing Mr.  Holmes  near  Buckingham 
House,  they  robbed  him  of  his 
money,  hat,  and  handkerchief, 
which  laid  the  foundation  of  one  of 
the  indictments  against  them. 

On  the  following  Cfcning  they 
stopped  a  hackney -coachman  near 
Hampstead,  and  robbed  him  of  nine 
ahillingt,  after  the  ooachman  had 
told  them  that  the  words  ^  stand 
and  deliTcr'  were  sufficient  to  hang 
a  man.  Jonathan  Wild,  being  in- 
formed of  these  robberies,  caused 
the  offenders  to  be  apprehended  at 
a  house  kept  by  Duce's  sister. 

Dyer  being  admitted  an  endcnce^ 
Duce  and  Butler  were  brought  to 
their  trial,  when  the  latter  pleaded 
gnilty  to  both  the  indictments ;  and 
^e  former,  after  spending  some  time 
in  denying  the  robberies  and  ar- 
raigning the  conduct  of  Jonathan 
Wild^  was  found  guilty,  and  both 
of  than  receiwed  sentence  of  death. 


After  con? iction  their  behatiour 
was  more  resigned  and  devout  than 
could  hafe  been  expected  from  men 
whose  repeated  crimes  might  be  sup- 
posed to  hafe  hardened  their  hearts ; 
but  death  appeared  to  them  in  all 
its  horrors.  Butler  was  a  Roman 
Catholic,  and  Duce  a  Protestant. 
The  latter  was  urged  by  the  Ordi- 
nary to  discover  the  names  of  some 
of  his  old  accomplicei ;  but  this  he 
refused  to  do,  because  they  had  left 
their  practices,  and  lived  honest 
lives. 

A  few  minutes  before  they  were 
launched  into  eternity  Butler  de- 
clared that  the  circumstancct  of 
cruelty  with  which  thdr  crimes  had 
been  attended  gave  him  more  pahi 
than  the  thoughts  of  death;  and 
Duce  acknowledged  the  enormity 
of  his  offences,  and  begged  the  for- 
giveness of  all  whom  he  had  in- 
jured. 

They  were  hanged  at  Tyburn 
on  the  14th  of  August,  17S3. 

A  few  short  reflections  natarally 
occur  on  the  fate  of  these  men. 
Butler,  having  been  disobedient 
when  a  boy,  was  sent  to  sea  in  or- 
der to  reclaim  him.  This  is  a  com. 
mon  practice ;  but  we  cannot  see 
how  it  is  calculated  to  answer  the 
designed  end :  what  doctrines  of 
morality  or  religion  can  a  boy  be 
expected  to  learn  amidst  the  curses 
and  execrations  of  sailon  I  But  we 
believe  one  great  reason  why  yoang 
offenders  are  sent  to  sea  is,  that  they 
may  be  out  of  the  way  of  iliigncing 
their  parents  and  relations  by  thdr 
presence. 

The  crndties  these  maldectora 
perpetrated  will  hand  down  thdr 
names  with  infamy  to  posterity ;  aod 
ought  to  impress  on  the  minds  of 
young  people  the  horrid  crime  of 
robbery,  which  may  naturally  lead 
to  the  greater  crime  of  murder.  By 
truth  in  all  our  words,  and  justicMl 
and  mercy  in  our  actions,  we  ibdl 
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most  effectually  secure  our  happU  mzj  become  aoccctiful  candidale» 
ueH  in  this  world  ;  and,  by  the  aid  for  eternal  bliM  in  that  which  It  U^ 
of  religion  and  the  mercy  of  God,    come. 
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HUMPHRY  ANGIER, 

EXECUTED  FOK  BOBBERT, 

Was  a  nati?e  of  Ireland,  born  Angier  now  kept  a  house  of  ill 
near  Dublin ;  but  his  parents,  re-  fame,  which  was  resorted  to  by  tbo 
roofing  to  Cork,  put  him  appreu.  other  thie? es ;  and  one  night,  after 
tioe  to  a  cooper  in  that  city.  He  they  had  been  out  on  one  of  their 
had  not  been  long  in  this  station    eiploits,  Meads  told  the  following 

horrid  tale:  '  We  hare  been  out; 
and  the  best  fun  of  all  was  an  en. 
gagement  with  a  smock-faeed  shoo, 
maker,  whom  we  met  on  theKentisk 
Road.  We  asked  him  how  far  he 
was  going ;  and  he  said  he  was  Just 
married,  and  going  home  to  see  his 
relations.  Af  ler  a  little  more  dis. 
course,  we  persuaded  him  to  tarn 
rather  out  of  the  road  to  look  for  % 
bird's  nest,  which,  as  soon  as  he 
had  done,  we  bound  and  ga^ed 
him,  after  which  we  robbed  him^ 
and  were  going  away  ;  bnt  I  being 
in  a  merry  humour,  and  wanting  to 
hare  a  litUc  direnioo,  turned  abonC 
with    my    pistol,    and  shot    kin 


before  his  oMster  desired  to  get  rid 
of  him,  OB  account  of  his  untoward 
disposition.  Thus  discharged,  he 
lired  the  life  of  a  fagabond  for  two 
years ;  and  his  father,  apprehending 
that  be  would  come  to  a  fatal  end, 
brought  him  to  England,  in  the 
eighteenth  year  of  his  age. 
Still,  howifer,  he  continued  his 

disripsled  course  of  life,  till,  baring 

got  eoBiidsrably  in  debt,  he  en- 

listed  for  a  soldier,  to  aroid  being 

lodged  la  prison.   As  this  happened 

in  the  year  1716,  he  was  sent  into 

Scothind  to  oppose  the  rebels ;  but, 

robbing  a  farmer  in  that  country, 

he  was  punished,  by  receif  ing  fire 

hmdred  lashes,  in  consequence  of    through  the  head  t' 


the  swISBce  of  a  court-martial. 

Thanhdlion  ended,  Angier  came 
to  LsadoBy  and  obtained  his  dis. 
chaifs.  Hare  he  became  acquainted 
with  WiUsm  Duce  (see  Duce), 
wheis  Aer  he  married  at  an  ale. 
kons  hi  the  t erge  of  the  Fleet. 
^  Afker  this  he  enlisted  a  second 
tisw,  and,  the  regiment  being  or. 
fa«i  Id  Ylgo,  he  took  his  wife 
wUhhhn.  The  greater  part  of  the 
V""Mis  having  abandoned  the 
plw^  Aigier  obtained  a  consider- 
aUs  iMi  by  plunder.  On  his  re. 
<■>  to  Bn^and  he  became  ac 
WiMsd  with  BttUer's  associates, 
*f*»  concerned  with  them  in 
•••M  of  thdr  lawless  depreda. 
5*^^!  refused  to  have  any  share 
ii«litf  barbarity. 


Bad  as  Angier  was  in  other  re* 
spects,  he  was  shocked  at  this  story, 
told  his  companions  there  was  no 
conrage  in  cruelty,  and  from  that 
time  refused  to  drink  with  any  of 
them. 

After  this  he  kept  a  house  of  ill 
fame  near  Charing  Gross,  letdog 
lodgings  to  thieves,  and  receiving 
stolen  goods.  While  in  this  way 
of  life  ho  went  to  see  an  eaecntioD 
at  Tyburn,  and  did  not  return  till 
four  o^dock  the  next  morning; 
but,  during  his  absence,  an  affair 
happened,  which  .was  attended 
with  troublesome  consequences.  A 
Dutchwoman,  meeting  with  a  gen- 
tleman in  the  streets,  conducted 
him  to  Angler's  house,  where  he 
drank  so  freely  that  he  fell  asleep^ 
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and  tiie  woman,  robbing  bim  of  his 
watch  and  money,  made  her  escape. 
Thcgcntlcroan  waking  when  Angler 
returned,  charged  him  with  the  rob- 
bery, in  consequence  of  which  he 
was  committed  to  prison,  but  was 
afterwards  discharged,  the  grand 
jury  not  6nding  the  bill  against  him. 
Soon  after  his  wife  was  indicted  for 
robbing  a  gentleman  of  his  watch 
and  a  guinea,  but  was  fortunate 
enough  to  be  acquitted  for  want  of 
efidence. 

The  following  accident  happened 
about  the  same  time :— 'A  woman, 
named  Turner,  had  drunk  so  much 
at  Angier's  house,  that  he  con- 
ducted her  up  to  bed ;  but,  while  he 
was  in  the  room  with  her,  his  wife 
entered  in  a  rage,  and,  demanding 
of  her  how  she  could  presume  to 
keep  company  with  her  husband, 
attacked  and  beat  the  woman.' 
William  Dnce,  being  in  the  house, 
went  up  to  interfere ;  but  the  dis- 
turbance was  by  this  time  so  great, 
that  it  was  necessary  to  send  for  a 
constable. 

-  The  officer  no  sooner  arrired 
than  Mrs.  Turner  charged  Angler 
and  his  wife  with  robbing  her,  on 
which  they  were  taken  into  custody 
aod  committed ;  but  when  they 
were  brought  to  trial  they  were 
acquitted,  as  there  was  no  proof  of 
any  robbery,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  jury. 

Dyer,  who  was  evidence  against 
Duce  and  Butler,  liied  at  this  time 
with  Angier  as  a  waiter ;  and  the 
master  and  the  man  used  occasion- 
ally to  commit  footpad  robberies  to- 
gether ;  for  which  they  were  sereral 
times  apprehended,  and  tried  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  but  acquitted,-  as  the 
prosecutors  could  not  swear  to 
their  persons. 

•  Angier's  character  now  grew  so 
notorious,  that  no  person  of  any 
repuUttlon  would   bo  seen  in  the 


house ;  and  the  expenses  attending 
his  repeated  prosecutions  were  so 
great,  that  he  was  compelled  to  de- 
cline  business. 

After  this  he  kept  a  gin-shop  in 
Short's  Gardens,  Drury  Lane  ;  and 
this  house  was  frequented  by  com' 
pany  of  the  same  kind  as  those  he 
had  formerly  entertained,  particu- 
larly Parson  Lindsey.  Lindsey, 
haying  prevailed  on  a  gentleman  to' 
go  to  this  house,  made  him  drunk, 
and  then  robbed  him  of  scTeral  va- 
luable articles ;  but,  procuring  him. 
self  to  be  admitted  an  evidence, 
charged  Angier  and  his  wife  with 
the  robbery.  They  had  again  the 
good  fortune  to  escape,  the  charac- 
ter of  Lindsey  being  at  this  thne  so 
infamous,-  that  the  Court  and  jury 
paid  no  regard  to  any  thing  he  said. 

Soon  after,  however,  Mn.  Angler 
was  transported  for  picking  a  gen- 
tleman's pocket :  and  her  husband 
was  convicted  on  two  capital  in- 
dictments; the  one  for  robbing 
Mr.  Lewln,  the  city  marshal,  near 
Hornsey,  of  ten  guineas  and  some 
silver ;  and  the  other  for  robbing  a 
waggoner  near  Knightsbridge.  On 
both  these  trials.  Dyer,  who  was 
concerned  in  the  robberies,  was  ad. 
mitted  an  evidence  against  Angier. 

After  conviction  he  was  visited 
by  numbers  of  persons,  whose 
pockets  had  been  picked  of  valu. 
able  articles,  in  the  hope  of  getting 
some  intelligence  of  the  property 
they  had  lost ;  but  he  said  *  he  was 
never  guilty  of  such  mean  practices 
as  picking  of  pockets,  and  til  his 
associates  were  above  it,  except 
one  Hugh  Kelly,  who  was  trans, 
ported  for  robbing  a  woman  of  a 
shroud,  which  she  was  carrying 
home  to  cover  her  deceased  hus- 
band.'- 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn  on 
the  0th  of  September,  1723,  and, 
just  before  he  was  turned  off,  ad* 
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filed  joang  people  to  be  obediaot 
to  tbeir  parents,  u  a>failure  inlkst 
important  duty  was  the  fint  f  tep  to 
hit  destrnction. 

.Angler  had  a  longer  coarse  of 
wick^nees  than  falls -to  the  lot 
of  laoit  offenders ;  bat  he  was 
at  length  cut  off,i  and  fell  a  sa- 
crifice io  the  rigoar  :of  the  laws. 
We  find  he  confessed  ho  had  never 
been  happy;  nor  indeed  can  any 


criminal  e^er  eipect  to  be  bo  :  those 
who  fail  in  their  duty  entail  wretch- 
edness on  themselves.  The  onljr 
wiay  to  be  happy  is  to  be  virtuoos  9 
while  guilt  inevitably-  leads  to  miM 
eery  and  shame.  No  person,  theny 
in  his  senses,  can? hesitate  whSdi 
path  to  choose.  *•  The  wise  (says 
Sblomeo)  shall  inherit  glory,  b«t 
shflime  shall  be  the  promotion -Of 
fools.' 


RICHARD  PARVIN,  EDWARD  ELLIOTT,  ROBERT  KING- 
SHELL,  HENRY  MARSHALL,  EDWARD  PINK, 
JOHN  PINK,  &  JAMES  ANSELL, 

SXBCUTED  FOR  MURDER  AVI)  DESU-STBALING. 


This  was  another  gang  of  dating 
pinnderers,  who  carried  on  their 
depredations  with  such  effrontery, 
that  it  was  found  necessary  to  enact 
the  hiw  hereafter  recited,  in  order 
to  bring  them  to  condign,  punish- 
ment ;  and  it  was  not  long  after  it 
was  in  force  before  it  took  due 
effect  upon  them. 

Having  blacked  their  faces,  they 
went  in  the  day-time  to  the  parks  of 
the  nobility  and  gentry,  whence 
they  repeatedly  stoic  deer,  and  at 
length  aorderecl  the  Bishop  of 
Wiacbflster's  keeper,  on  Waltham 
Chase;  and,  from  the  name  of  the 
plMe,  and  their  blacking  thdr 
faces.  Hmf.  obtained  the  name  of 
Ae>fUUU»  Blacks. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of 
tbeactof  parliament  on  which  they 
wefeconvicted:-*-^  Any  person  ap- 
peariiig  in  any  forest,  chase,  park, 
tc  .or  in  any  high  road,  open 
keaQi,  common,  or  down,  with  of- 
fcnrive  weapons,  and  having  hb  face 
^Mked  or  otherwise  dbguised,  or 
Qolawfolly  and  wUfuily  hunting, 
woanding,  killing,  or  stealing,  any 
^  or  fallow  deer,  or  uniaw- 
fnlly  robbing  any  warren,  or  steal- 
ing any  fish  out  of  any  river  or 
V^y  or  (whether  armed  or  dis- 
guised, or  not)  breaking  down  the 


head  or  mound  of  any  fish-pond^ 
whereby  the  fish  may  be  lost  or  de« 
stroyed;  or  unlawfully  and  mali- 
ciously killing,  maiming,  or  wound- 
ing  any  cattle,  or  cutting  down,, 
or  otherwise  destroying,  any  t,rees, 
planted  in  any  arenue,  or  growing, 
in  any  garden,  orchard,  or  plaoUf*^ 
tion,  for  ornament,  shelter^  m, 
profit ;  or  setting  fire  to  any  housOi 
barn,  or  out-house,  hofel,  cock- 
mow,  or  stack  of  corn,  strawj  hay^ 
or  wood;  or  maliciously  skooting 
at  any  person,  in  any  dwelling-L 
h  ottse^  or  other  place ;  or  kno wingl  j. 
sending  any  letter  without  any  name^ 
or  signed  with  a  fictitious  nam% 
demanding  money,  renison,  or  otker 
raluable  thing,  or  forciblj  rescttiii||, 
any  person  being  in  custody  for  aiij 
of  the  offences  before  mentioned^ 
or  procuring  any  person  by. gift, 
or  promise  of  money,  or  other  re- 
ward, to  join  in  any  such  unlawful 
act,  or  concealing  or  succouring 
snch  offenders,  when,  by  order  of 
oonncil,  &c.  roouired  to  surrender, 
shall  suffer  death.' 

The  offence  of  deer-stealing  was 
formerly  only  a  misdemeanor  at 
common  law ;  but  the  act  ot  par- 
liament abore  mentioned  has  liecn 
rendered  perpetual  by  a  subsequent 
statute :  it  therefore  behoves  people 
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to  be  cautioat  (hat  they  do  not  en. 
danger  their  lives,  while  they  think 
they  are  committing  what  they  may 
deem  an  inferior  offence.  We  will 
now  giresuch  particulars  as  we  have 
been  able  to  obtain  respecting  the 
malefactors  in  question. 

Richard  Fariin  was  heretofore 
the  master  of  a  public  house  in 
Portsmouth,  which  he  had  kept  with 
reputation  for  a  considerable  time^ 
till  he  was  imprudent  enough  to  en. 
gage  with  the  gang  of  ruffians  who 
practised  the  robbing  noblemen's 
and  gentlemen's  parks  through  the 
country.  The  reader  is  already  ap- 
prized  that  it  was  the  custom  of 
these  fellows  to  go  disguised.  Now 
a  serrant-maid  of  Panrin's,  haWng 
left  his  house  during  his  absencei 
had  repaired  to  an  alehouse  in  the 
country ;  and  Panrin  calling  there, 
on  his  return  from  one  of  his  dis- 
honest depredationsy  the  girl  dis- 
cofered  him,  in  consequence  of 
which  he  was  committed  to  Win. 
Chester  gaol  by  the  mayor  of  Ports- 
mouth, till  his  rcmoral  to  London 
for  trial. 

Edward  Elliott  was  an  apprentice 
to  a  tailor  at  Guildford,  and  was 
Terj  young  when  he  engaged  with 
the  gang,  whose  orders  he  impli- 
dtly  obeyed,  till  the  following  cir- 
cumstance occasioned  his  loaTing 
them :— Haying  met  with  two  coun- 
trymen, who  refused  to  enter  into 
the  society,  they  dug  holes  in  the 
ground,  and  placed  the  unhappy 
men  in  them,  up  to  their  chins ; 
and,  had  they  not  been  rdicfed  by 
persons  who  accidentally  saw  them, 
they  must  have  perished.  Shocked 
by  this  deed,  Elliott  left  them,  and 
for  some  time  serred  a  lady  as  a 
footman;  but,  on  the  day  the 
keeper  was  murdered,  he  casually 
met  them  in  the  fields,  and,  on  their 
promise  that  no  harm  should  attend 

him,  he  uahappi}/  consented  to  bear 

then  cwoputYm 


Hating  provided  themselves  with 
pistols,  and  blacked  their  faces  with 
gunpowder,  they  proceeded  to  their 
lawless  depredations;  and,  while 
the  rest  of  the  gang  were  killing  of 
deer,  Elliott  went  in  search  of  a 
fawn ;  bnt^  while  he  #as  looking 
for  it,  the  keeper  and  his  assistants 
came  up,  and  took  him  into  cns^ 
tody.  Hb  associates  were  near 
enough  to  see  what  happened  *  and, 
immediately  coming  to  hb  assist- 
ance, a  Tiolent  affray  ensued,  in 
which  the  keeper  was  shot  by 
Henry  Marshall,  so  that  he  died 
on  the  spot,  and  Elliott  made  his 
escape ;  but  he  was  soon  afterwards 
taken  into  custody,  and  lodged  in 
the  gaol  of  Guildford. 

Robert  Kingshell,  who  was  a 
native  of  Fambam,  in  Surrey,  was 
placed  by  his  parents  with  a  shoe- 
maker:  but,  being  too  Idle  to  fol- 
low his  profession,  he  was  guilty  of 
many  acts  of  irregularity  before  he 
associated  himself  with  the  Waltham 
Blacks,  with  whom  he  afterwards 
suffered.  While  he  was  in  bed  on 
the  night  preceding  the  fatal  mur. 
der,  one  of  the  gang  awaked  him 
by  knocking  at  his  wfaidow,  on 
which  he  arose,  and  went  with  him 
to  join  the  rest  of  the  deer-stealers. 

Henry  Marshall  was  a  man  du- 
tinguished  for  his  strength  and  agl. 
lity:  we  have  no  account  of  the 
place  of  his  birth,  or  the  manner  of 
his  education ;  but  It  is  reasonable 
to  think  that  the  latter  was  of  the 
inferior  kind,  since  he  appears  to 
have  been  chiefly  distinguished  by 
his  skill  in  the  Tulgar  science  of 
bruising.  He  was  once  the  occa- 
sion of  apprehending  a  highway- 
man, who  had  robbed  a  coach,  by 
giving  him  a  single  blow,  which 
broke  his  arm.  He  seems  to  have 
been  one  of  the  most  daring  of  the 
Waltham  Blacks,  and  was  the  man 
who  shot  the  chasc<kceper,  as 
above  uentaonti* 
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Edward  Pink  and  John  Pink 
were  brothers,  who  spent  the  for- 
mer  part  of  their  lives  as  carters, 
at  Portsmoath,  and  had  maintained 
the  diaracter  of  honest  men  till 
thej  became  weak  enough  to  join 
ibis  desperate  gang  of  deer-stealcrs* 
It  now  remains  to  speak  only  of 
James  Ansel!,  who  likewbe  lived 
at  PortHnoath.  We  are  not  In- 
formed  in  what  way  he  hail  origi- 
nally supported  himself;  bnt,  for 
some  ynM  before  he  joined  the 
dcaperate  gang  nboTC  mentioned, 
be  wu  a  highwayman,  and  had 
been  concerned  with  the  Waltham 
BUcks  about  two  years  before  the 
commissioa  of  the  murder  which 
eoit  them  their  lires. 

By  a  vigilant  exertion  of  the  citil 
pnwer,  all  the  above-mentioned  of- 
fenders were  taken  into  custody ; 
and  it  being  thought  prudent  to 
bring  them  to  trial  in  London,  they 
were  ranoied  thither  under  a  strong 
ganrdi  and  lodged   In   Newgate. 
On  the  13th  of  November,  1793, 
tbey  wen  brought  to  their  trial  in 
ihe  Court  of  King's  Bench,  and, 
being  convicted    ou   the  clearest 
cniiMi|  were  found  guilty,  and 
"yi— tti  to  die ;  and  it  was  imme- 
diitely  oidered  that  they  should 
safer  on  the  fourth  of  the  next 
■MBtk  One  circumstance  was  very 
rmikiUe  on  this  occasion  ;  the 
judge  hri  an  sooner  pronounced 
t^tsenimee,  than  Henry  Marshall, 
the  msa  who  had  shot  the  keeper, 
WM  iMMdktely  deprived  of  the 
SM  of  kb  tongue ;  nor  did  he  reco- 
^  Ui  ipeeeh  tiU  the  day  before 

After  passing  the  solemn  sen. 
^>Me|  (he  couficts  behaved  in  a 
■Jjy  •^■•lly  devout  and  re- 
•W|  were  regular  in  their  devo- 
•|*JMod  prepared  themselves  for 
***%  with  every  mark  of  un. 


feigned  contrition.  They  received 
the  sacrament  before  they  left  New. 
gate,  acknowledged  the  justice  of 
the  sentence  against  them,  and  said 
they  had  been  guilty  of  many  crimes 
besides  that  for  which  they  were  to 
sufiier. 

At  the  place  of  execution  they 
were  so  dejected  as  to  be  unable  to 
address  the  populace;  but  they 
again  confessed  their  sins,  and  re. 
commended  their  souls  to  God,  be- 
seeching his  mercy,  through  the 
merits  of  Christ,  with  the  utmost 
fervency  of  devotion. 

Those  malefaotors  were  hanged 
at  Tybufn  on  the  4th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1793. 

A  very  short,  though  important 
lesson,  may  be  learned  from  the  fate 
of  these  unhappy  men.  Idleness 
must  have  been  the  great  source  of 
their  lawless  depredations,  which  at 
length  ended  in  murder.  No  man, 
however  successful  in  the  profession, 
can  expect  to  get  as  much  profit  by 
deer-stealing  as  by  following  his 
lawful  business.  The  truth  is,  that, 
in  almost  every  instance,  it  costs  a 
man  more  pains  to  be  a  rogue  than 
to  be  honest.  Exclusive  of  tho 
duties  of  religion,  young  persons 
cannot  learn  a  more  Important 
maxim  than  that  in  the  Scripture: 
<  The  hand  of  the  diligent  maketh 
rich.' 

In  this  place  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  make  a  single  remark  on 
the  game-laws.  These  are  sup- 
posed to  be,  possibly  not  without 
reason,  severe :  it  is  contended  that 
those  animals  which  are  wild  by- 
nature  are  equally  the  property  of 
every  man.  Perhaps  this  is  the 
truth  ;  but  it  should  be  rememlMred 
that,  when  laws  are  once  enacted, 
TABT  MUST  UK  OBEYED.  Safety  Hos 
in  acquiescence  with,  not  in  oppo. 
sition  to,  legal  institutions. 


[ 


igo       &NAPP  ft  BALDWIN*!  NEWGATB  CALENDAR. 


STEPHEN  GARDENER, 

EXECUTED  FOB  HOUSEaKBAKIMG, 


This  malefactor  was  bom  in 
Moorfields,  of  poor  parents,  who 
pat  him  apprentice  to  a  weaTer^ 
but  his  bcha? iour  soon  became  sa 
bad,  that  his  master  was  obliged  to 
eorrect  him  severely,  on  which  he 
ran  awaj,  and  associated  with 
blackguard  boys  in  the  streets,  and 
then  was  driven  home  through  mere 
hunger. 

His  friends  were  determined  to 
send  him  to  sea,  and  put  him  on 
board  a  corn  vessel,  the  master  of 
which  traded  to  France  and  Hoi. 
land.  Being  an  idle  and  useless 
hand  on  board,  he  was  treated  so 
roughly  by  his  shipmates,  that  he 
grew  heartily  tired  of  a  seafaring 
life ;  and,  on  hb  return  from  the 
first  voyage,  he  promised  the  ut- 
most obedience  if  his  friends  would 
permit  him  to  remain  at  home. 

Tbb  was  readily  complied  with, 
in  the  hope  of  a  reformation,  and 
he  was  now  put  to  a  waterman ; 
but,  being  impatient  of  restraint, 
he  soon  quitted  his  service,  and  en- 
gaged with  dissolute  fellows  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Moorfields,  with 
whom  he  played  at  cards,  dice,  &c. 
(ill  he  was  stripped  of  what  little 
money  he  had,  and  then  commenced 
pickpocket. 

His  first  attempt  of  this  kind  was 
at  Guildhall,  daring  the  drawing  of 
the  lottery,  when  he  took  a  wig 
ontof  a  man's  pocket :  but,  though 
he  was  detected  in  the  offence,  the 
humanity  of  the  surrounding  mul- 
titude permitted  his  escape.  This 
circumstance  encouraged  him  to 
continue  his  practice,  and  about  a 
month  afterwards  ho  was  detected 
in  picking  another  pocket,  and, 
notwithstanding  his  protestations  of 
innocence,  underwent  the  discipline 
of  the  horse-pond. 
He  waa  now  determined  to  give 


over  a  business  which  was  necessa- 
rily attended  with  so  much  haiard, 
and  afforded  so  little  prospect  of 
advantage;  but  soon  afterwards 
he  became  acquainted  with  two  no- 
torious  honsebreakerSf  named  Gar* 
raway  and  Sly,  who  olforad  to  take 
him  as  a  partner ;  bat  he  rejeetad 
their  proposals,  till  one  nighty  when 
he  had  lost  all  his  money  aid  most 
of  his  clothes  at  cards ;  then  he  went 
to  his  new  acquaintance,  and  agreed 
to  be  concerned  in  thdr  iiliatpfae* 
tices. 

Garraway  proposed  ihat  they 
should  rob  his  own  brother,  whidh. 
being  immediately  agreed  to,  they 
broke  open  his  house,  and  stole 
most  of  his  and  his  wife's  wearing 
apparely  which  they  sold,  andspeat 
the  money  in  eztravaganoo.  They, 
in  the  neat  place,  robbed  Oarnu 
way's  uncle  of  a  considerable  qaan*. 
tity  of  plate,  which  they  ioU  to  a 
woman  named  Gill,  whodiiposed 
of  the  plate,  and  never  accoonled  to 
them  for  the  produce.  Grardener, 
provoked  at  being  thus  defranded 
of  his  share  of  the  ill-got  booty.  In. 
formed  Jonathan  Wild  of  the  rob. 
bery,  who  got  him  admitted  an  evi- 
dence against  the  other  men,  who 
were  convicted,  but  respited  on> 
condition  of  being  transported. 

Gardener  having  now  beea  sosse- 
time  acquainted  with  a  wemanwho 
kept  a  public  house  in  Fleet  Lane, 
and  who  was  possessed  of  some  mo. 
ncy,  he  proposed  to  marry  her,  with 
a  view  of  obtaining  her  property; 
and  the  woman  Ibteningtohisoftr, 
they  were  married  by  one  of  the 
Fleet  parsons. 

The  money  Gardener  obtained 
with  hb  spouse  was  soon  spent  In 
eztrat agance ;  and,  not  long  afteiw 
wards,  they  were  apprehended  on 
suspicion  of  felony,  and  conducted 
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to  St  Sepulchre's  watch.honse: 
howefer,  the  charge  against  them 
not  being  falidated,  it  wai  neces- 
sary to  dismiss  them;  bat,  before 
they  were  set  at  liberty,  the  con* 
stable  said  to  Gardener,  ^  Beware 
how  yoa  come  here  again,  or  this 
bellman  will  certainly  say  his  Tcrses 
oTer  you:**  for  the  bellman  hap- 
pened  to  be  at  that  time  in  the 
wa(ch.hoase. 

Gardener  was  greatly  affected 
when  the  constable  told  him  that 
the  bdlasan  would  say  his  Tcrses 
orer  him:  but  the  impression  it 
made  oa  his  mind  soon  wore  off, 
and  he  quickly  returned  to  his 
vicious  practices. 

In  a  short  time  after  this  adren* 
ture  Gardener  fell  into  company 
with  one  Rice  Jones,  and  they 
agreed  to  go  together  on  the  pasS' 
'H  ^h  which  is  an  artifice  fre- 
quently pnctised  in  modern  times  ; 
and  though  the  sharpers  are  often 
taken  into  custody,  and  their  tricks 
exposed  in  thenewspapers,yet  there 


are  repeatedly  found  people  weak 
enough  to  submit  to  the  imposition. 

The  following  is  a  description  of 
this  trick  from  a  book  formerly 
printed :  ^  The  rogues  having  con* 
certed  their  plan,  one  of  them  takes 
a  countryman  into  a  public  house, 
under  pretence  of  any  business  they 
can  think  of;  then  the  other  comes 
in  as  a  stranger,  and  in  a  little  time 
finds  a  pack  of  cards,  which  hit 
companion  had  designedly  laid  on 
some  shelf  in  the  room ;  on  which 
the  two  sharpers  begin  to  play.  At 
length  one  of  them  offers  a  wager 
on  the  game,  and  puts  down  his 
money.  The  other  shows  hb  cards 
to  the  countryman,  to  convince  him 
that  he  must  certainly  win,  and  of- 
fers to  let  him  gu  halves  in  the 
wager ;  but,  soon  after  the  country* 
man  has  laid  down  his  money,  the 
sharpers  manage  the  matter  so  as  to 
pass  off  with  It.' 

This  was  evidently  the  mode  of 
tricking  formerly  :  but  it  seems  to 
have  been  improved  on  of  lateyearp; 


*  It  bti  been  a  very  ancient  practice,  on  the  night  preceding  the  execution  of  coul-> 
deancd  criainalt,  fur  the  bellman  of  ihe  parish  of  St.  Sepulchre  to  go  ander  Newgate, 
and,  fmiJiBg  his  bell,  to  repeat  the  following  verses,*  as  a  piece  of  friendly  advice,  to  th^ 
unhappy  wietches  under  sentence  of  death : 

All  yon  that  in  the  condemn'd  hole  do  lie. 
Prepare  you,  for  to-morrow  jou  shall  die. 
Watch  all,  and  pra^',  the  hour  b  drawing  near. 
That  yoa  before  the  Almightj  must  appear. 
Examine  well  jrourselvcs,  in  time  repent. 
That  you  may  not  t'  eternal  flames  be  Mnt, 
And  when  St.  Sepulchre's  bell  to-morrow  tolls. 
The  Lord  ab«>ve  have  mercy  on  your  souls  I 

Past  twelve  o'clock ! 

Tka  Mlowhig  extract  from  Scow's  Survey  of  London,  page  1C5  of  the  quarto  edition, 
printed  in  1618,  will  prove  th<it  the  above  verses  ought  to  be  repeated  by  a  clergyman, 
iutead  of  a  bellman: 

'Robert  Oo«e,  citizen  and  merchant  taylor,  of  London,  gaoe  to  the  parish  church  of 
St  Sepulchres  the  somme  of  501.  That  after  the  seueral  sessions  of  London,  when  the 
pniooers  remain  in  the  gaole,  as  condemned  men  to  death,  expecting  execution  on  the 
■orrow  following ;  the  clarke  (that  is,  the  parson)  of  the  church  should  come  in  the 
flight  time,  and  likewise  early  in  the  morning,  to  the  window  of  the  prison  where  they  lye^ 
wd  there  ringing  certain  toles  with  a  handbell,  appointed  for  the  purpose,  he  doth  after* 
watds^m  most  Qiristian  manner)  put  them  in  mind  of  their  present  condition,  and  ensuing 
esccnUoB,  desiring  them  to  be  prepared  therefore  as  they  ought  to  be.  When  tbev  are 
it  tiw  cart,  and  brought  before  the  wall  of  the  church,  there  he  slandeth  read  v  with  the 
*^nK  bell,  and  after  certain  toles  rehearseth  an  appointed  praier,  desiring  all  the  people 
there  proent  to  pray  for  them.  The  beadle  also  of  Merchant  Taylors'  Hall  hath  an 
fcooeit  Mipend  allowed  to  see  that  this  if  duelj  done.' 
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lor  the  sharpers  generally  game  with 
the  couDtrjman  till  he  has  lost  all 
hit  money  ;  and  then  he  has  only  to 
execrate  his  own  folly,  for  suffering 
himself  to  be  duped  by  a  couple  of 
rascals. 

In  this  practice  oar  adfenturers 
were  rery  successful  at  different 
places,  particularly  at  Bristol ;  but 
in  this  last  place  Jones  bilked  Gar- 
dener in  such  a  manner  as  to  proTe 
that  there  is  no  truth  in  the  obserra- 
tion  of  *  honour  among  thieres  ;*  for 
Jones,  ha? ing  defrauded  a  country 
gentleman  of  a  gold  watch  and 
diain,  a  suit  of  laced  clothes,  and 
about  a  hundred  guineas,  gare  no 
share  of  the  booty  to  Gardener. 

This  induced  the  latter  to  think  of 
rtf  enge ;  but  he  disguised  his  senti- 
ments, and  they  went  together  to 
Bath,  where  they  remained  some 
time,  and  then  proceeded  on  their 
journey ;  but,  in  the  morning  on 
which  they  set  out,  Gardener  stole 
an  iron  postic  from  the  inn  where 
they  lay,  and  concealed  it  in  his 
boot,  with  an  intention  of  murder- 
ing his  companion  when  they  should 
come  into  an  unfrequented  place. 

On  their  journey  Gardener  ge- 
nerally kept  behind  Jones,  and 
twice  took  out  the  pestle,  with  an 
intention  to  perpetrate  the  murder ; 
but  his  resolution  failing  him,  he  at 
length  dropped  it  in  the  road,  uii- 
perceifed  by  his  companion. 

In  a  few  days  afterwards  these 
companions  in  iniquity  parted  ;  and 
on  the  occasion  Jones  said,  ^  Hark- 
ye,  Gardener,  whither  are  you 
going?'  ^To  London,'  said  he. 
*  Why  then,'  replied  Jones,  <  you 
are  going  to  be  hanged.' 

We  find  that  this  was  not  the  first 
intimation  that  Gardener  received  of 
the  fatal  consequences  that  must  at* 
tend  his  illicit  practices  ;  but  it  ap- 
peared to  hare  no  good  effect  en 
him;  for^ioon  after  he  quitted  Jones, 
Ae  broke  open  a   house  between 


Abergarcnny  and  Monmouth;  hut^ 
finding  no  money,  he  took  only  a 
gown,  with  which  he  rode  ofL 

Soon  after  his  arriral  in  Ijondon 
he  robbed  a  house  in  Addle  Hill, 
but  was  not  apprehended  for  it ;  but 
in  a  short  time  he  broke  open  the 
house  of  Mrs.  Roberts,  and  carried 
off  linen  to  the  amount  of  twenty, 
fire  pounds. 

In  this  robbery  he  was  assisted  by 
John  Martin;  and  both  the  of- 
fenders, being  soon  afterwards  taken 
into  custody,  were  brought  to  trial, 
capitally  conricted,  and  receired 
sentence  of  death  ;  but  Martin  was 
afterwards  repriered,  on  condi- 
tion  of  transportation  for  fourteen 
years. 

After  sentence  of  death  Gardener 
became  as  sincere  a  penitent  as  lie 
had  l>een  a  notorious  oflcnder.  He 
resigned  himself  to  his  fate  with  the 
utmost  submission ;  and'  before  he 
quitted  Newgate,  on  theday  of  eie. 
cution,  he  dressed  hinuelf  in  a 
shroud,  in  which  he  was  esceoted, 
refusing  to  wear  any  other  clothes, 
though  the  weather  wtt  intensely 
cold. 

At  the  fatal  tree  he  saw  some  of 
his  old  companions,  whom  he  de- 
sired to  take  warning  by  his  cala- 
mitous fate,  to  aToid  ImuI  company, 
and  embrace  a  life  of  sobriety,  as 
the  most  ccrlain  road  to  happiness 
in  this  world  and  the  next 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn  on 
the  3d  of  February,  1724. 

The  fate  of  this  malefactor  shows 
us  the  ill  consequence  of  an  early 
attachment  to  gaming.  It  unfits 
both  the  mind  and  body  for  all 
honest  employment;  and  though  it 
does  not,  in  all  instances,  lead  to  the 
gallows,  it  is  one  of  the  readiest  pro- 
paratif  es  to  it  that  can  be  imagined. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  parents  in  go- 
neral  will  be  cautious  to  prerentthe 
spirit  of  gaming  in  their  children, 
since  uothing  more  effectaally  al- 
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Inm  to  destruction ;  and  the  hap.  their  own  are  not  apt  to  lanpect 

pinen  of  the  nuxt  generation  must  othert ;  but  any  peraon  ma;  be  cer. 

depend  mnch  on  Ibe  care  ire  take  lain  that  when  a  ftranger  prodacei 

of  the  preient.  a  pack  of  card*,  and  temptt  him  to 

.     We  with  the  tricks  to  frequently  (inrne,  no   i;oad   ran    be   intended, 

and  tttcceiaruliy  playrd   by  gam-  The  life  of  a  gambler  is  not  only 

Men  may  teach  people   in  general  .  wretched  inilself,biittend9tamako 

to  be  goirdetl  against  their  iris,  unhappy  all  thoic  with  whom  he  if 

Thou  who  have  no  bad  dcaign  of  connected. 


PHILIP  ROCHb;, 
KzecDTEo  roK  fihact  and  murdkr. 

WibnealRadyeommcntedupon  nous  crew  seized  the  frigate,  and 

the  foal  erime  of  piracy.     The  ac.  delivered  her  to  the  enemy. 

coMt  now  to  be  given  of  thli  atro-  This    detested    monitrr,    Philip 

da«  ofctder  will  show  to  what  a  Roche,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and, 

hMiii  pitch  It  hai  been  carried ;  and  being    brought   up    to  a  seafarlDg 

■amibonMwefcel  oursehetif  we  life,  aervcd  for  a  considerable  time 

nan  add  that  Ibis  was  a  lingular  on  board  tome  coasting  Tcaiels,  and 

at.     In  Utter  yean  we  find  that  then  sailed  to  Barbadoes  on  board  a 

■nder,  foul  ai  that  eomrailted  by  Wost-Indiaman.     Here   he  endea. 

Kecho,  wu practtwd  on  board    of  Tonredtoprocurethcplaceofaclerk 

"M  of  oar  men  of  war,  in  which  to  a  factor  ;  but, /ailing  in  thii,  he 

^■pUn  ngot,  her  commander,  was  went  again  to  sea,  and  was  advanced 

■uhimuly  killed  ;  and  the  muti.  to  the  station  of  a  first  mate. 
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He  now  became  acquainted  nith 
a  fisherman  named  Nealc,  who 
hinted  to  him  large  sums  of  money 
might  be  acquired  by  insuring 
ships,  and  then  causing  them  to  be 
sunk,  to  defraud  the  insurers, 

Roche  was  wicked  enoiij^h  to 
listen  to  this  horrid  idea,and,  becom- 
ing acquainted  with  a  gentleman  who 
had  a  ship  bound  to  Capo  Breton, 
he  got  a  station  on  board,  next  in 
command  to  the  captain,  who,  ha?, 
ing  a  high  opinion  of  him,  trusted 
the  ship  to  his  management,  direct, 
ing  the  seamen  to  obey  his  com. 
mands. 

If  Roche  had  entertained  any 
idea  of  sinking  the  ship,  he  seemed 
now  to  ha?e  abandoned  it ;  but  lie 
had  brought  on  board  with  him  five 
Irishmen,  who  were  concerned  iq 
the  shocking  tragedy  that  ensued. 

When  they  had  been  only  a  few 
days  at  sea,  the  plan  was  executed 
as  follows  :  One  night,  when  the 
captain  and  most  of  the  crew  were 
asleep,  Roche  gave  orders  to  two  of 
the  seamen  to  furl  (he  sails,  which 
being  immediately  done,  the  poor 
fellows  no  sooner  descended  on  the 
deck,  than  Roche  and  his  hellish  as- 
sociates murdered  them,  and  threw 
them,  overboard.  At  this  instant  a 
man  and  a  boy  at  the  yard-arm, 
observing  what  passed,  and  dread, 
ing  a  similar  fate,  hurried  towards 
the  topmast-head,  when  one  of  the 
Irishmen,  named  CuUen,  followed 
them,  andy  seizing  the  boy,  threw 
him  into  the  sea.  The  man,  think- 
ing to  effect  at  least  a  present  es. 
cape,  descended  to  the  main  deck, 
where  Roche  instantly  seized,  mur- 
dered, and  then  threw  him  over- 
board. 

The  noise  occasioned  by  these 
transactions  alarming  the  sailors  be- 
low, they  hurried  up  with  all  possi- 
ble expedition ;  but  they  were  seve- 
rally seized  and  murdered  as  fast 
as  ihey  c»me  on  deck,  aod,  being 


first  knocked  on  the  head,  were 
thrown  into  the  sea.  At  length  the 
master  and  mate  came  on  the  quar- 
ter-deck, when  Roche  and  his  vil- 
lainous companions  seized  them, 
and,  tying  them  back  to  back,  com- 
mitted them  to  the  merciless  waves. 

These  execrable  murders  being 
perpetrated,  the  murderers  ran* 
sacked  the  chests  of  the  deceased ; 
then  sat  down  to  regale  themselves 
with  liquor;  and,  while  the  profit, 
gate  crow  were  carousing,  they  de- 
termined to  commence  pirates,  and 
that  Roche  should  be  the  captain, 
as  the  reward  of  his  superior  villainy. 

They  had  intended  to  have  sailed 
np  the  Gulf  of  St.  l^awrence;  but 
as  they  wore  within  a  few  days'  sail 
of  the  Bristol  Channel  when  the 
bloody  tragedy  was  acted,  and  find- 
ing themselves  short  of  provisions, 
they  put  into  Portsmouth,  and,  giv- 
ing the  vessel  a  fictitious  name,  they 
painted  her  afreshr,  and  then  sailed 
for  Rotterdam.  At  this  city  they 
disposed  of  their  cargo,  and  took  in 
a  fresh  one.  Here  they  were  an. 
known,  and  an  English  geatleman, 
named  Annesley,  shipped  consider- 
able property  on  board,  aod  took 
his  passage  with  them  for  the  port  of 
London  ;  but  the  villains  threw  this 
unfortunate  gentleman  overboard, 
after  they  had  been  only  one  day  at 
sea. 

When  the  ship  arrived  in  the  river 
Thames,  Mr.  Annesley's  friends 
made  inquiry  after  him,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  having  sent  letters  to 
England,  describing  the  ship  in 
which  he  proposed  to  embark ;  but 
Roche  denied  any  knowledge  of  the 
gentleman,  and  even  dbclaimed  his 
own  name. 

Notwithstanding  his  confident  as- 
sertions,  it  was  rightly  presumed 
who  he  was,  and  a  letter  which  ho 
sent  to  his  wife  being  stopped,  ha 
was  taken  into  custody.  Ikiog  car* 
ried  before  the  Secretary  of  State, 
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for  oUrination,  he  averred  that  he 
wai  ndt  Philip  Roche;  and  said 
that  he  knew  no  penon  of  that 
name.  Hereupon  the  intercepted 
letter  was  shown  him,  on  which  he 
instantly  confessed  his  crimes,  and 
was  immedUtelj  committed  to  take 
hb  trial  at  the  next  Admiralty  ses- 
sions. 

It  was  intimated  to  Roche  that 
he  might  expect  a  pardon  if  he 
would  impeach  any  three  persons 
who  were  more  culpable  than  him- 
self, so  that  they  might  be  prose. 
CO  ted  to  oMifiction  ;  but  not  being 
able  to  do  this,  he  was  brought  to 
his  trial,  and  found  guilty :  judgment 
of  death  was  awarded  against  him. 

After  coufictlon  he  professed  to 
he  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  but 
was  certainly  no  bigot  to  that  re- 
ligieB,  smce  ho  attended  the  dero. 
tiMil  aeeording  to  the  Protestant 
fom.  He  was  hanged  at  Execu- 
tion Dsek  on  the  5th  of  August, 
1793;  bat  was  so  ill  at  the  time, 
that  he  ooold  not  make  any  public 
de«MVftfi<m'df  the  abhori«nce  of  the 
ciiatt  ffMr  Irhijeh'he  suffered. 

Itiifa«t«isiMetoread  this  shock. 
iBg  WntiTe  Without  execrating  the 
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rery  memory  of  the  wretches  whose 
crimes  gare  rise  to  it.  History  hat 
not  furnished  us  with  any  account 
of  what  became  of  the  wicked  ac- 
complices of  Roche ;  but  there  can 
be  little  doubt  of  their  haring 
dragged  on  a  miserable  existence,  if 
they  did  not  end  their  liroi  at  the 
giillows. 

The  mind  of  the  guilty  must  be 
pei'petually  racked  with  torments  ; 
and  the  murderer  who  is  permitted 
to  live  does  but  live  in  wretdhedneM 
and  despair.  His  days  must  be' 
filled  with  anxiety,  and  his  nights 
with  torture. 

From  the  fate  of  the  miserable 
subject  of  this  narratire,  4et  our 
sailors  be  taught  that  an  honest  pur* 
suit  of  the  (Jutics  of  their  station  is 
more  likely  to  ensure  happiness  to 
them  than  the  possession  of  any 
sum  of  money  unlawfully  obtained. 
Onr  brave  tars  are  not,  from  their 
situation  in  life,  much  accustomed 
to  the  attendance  on  religious  dn^ 
ties :  but  it  can  cost  them  no  trou- 
ble to  recollect  that  to  ^  do  justice 
and  lore  mercy*  is  equally  the  chub 
racter  of  the  brave  man  and  the 
Christian. 


JOHN  STANLEY, 

aXBCUTED  FOR  THE  MURDER  OP  MRS.  MATCOCK. 


IvM"  accounts  of  the  primary 
W0  ef  the  misfortunes  and  un- 
WpJ  '■!«  of  WillUm  Burk  we 
^  attempted  to  advise  mothers 
*Phut  a  too  long  unrestrained  in- 
^IpMe  to  their  sons ;'  and  wc  now 
••■•te  the  case  of  a  father,  by  the 
Ma  kind  of  ill-judged  fondness, 
^iig  the  foandation  of  ruin  and 
'"VMetohissoB. 

Mr.  Slanlflj  was^  the  son  of  an  of- 
■*  h  the  Wrmfy  and  born  in  the 
1^  IMO,  at  Dice  Hall,  in  Essex, 
^thatbeioDged  to  Mr.  Palmer, 
«k«  «to  Ids  udde  by  hia  mother's 


side.  Young  Stanley  being  the  ftp 
vorite  of  his  father,  he  began  to  teach 
him  the  art  of  fencing  when  he  waa 
no  more  than  fiftf  years  of  age;  and 
other  officers  likewise  praetiiiog  the 
same  art  with  him,  he  became  a  kind 
of  master  of  the  sword  when  he 
was  but  a  mere  boy :  for,  to  stimUto 
late  his  courage,  it  was  common  for 
those  who  fenced  with  him  to  give 
him  wine  or  other  strong  liquors. 

In  consequence  of  this  treatment^ 
the  boy  grew  daring  and  insolent 
beyond  expression,  and  at  length 
behaved  with  so  nncommon  a  d^ 
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ICree  of  mndacitj,  that  his  father 
deemed  him  a  singular  character  of 
braverj. 

While  he  wat  verj  joong,  Mr 
Stanlej,  being  ordered  to  join  hit 
regiment  in  Spain,  took  his  son  with 
bim  ;  and  in  that  country  he  was  a 
sprctaior  of  sereral  engagements ; 
but  his  principal  delight  was  in 
trampling  on  the  bodii*s  of  the  de- 
ceased, after  the  battles  were  ended. 

From  Spain  the  elder  Stanley  was 
ordered  to  Ireland,  whither  he  took 
bis  son,  and  there  procured  for  him 
ao  ensign's  commission ;  but  the 
young  gentleman,  habituating  him- 
self to  extravagant  company,  spent 
much  more  money  than  the  produce 
of  his  commusion,  which  he  soon 
sold,  and  then  returned  to  England. 

The  father  was  greatly  mortified 
at  this  proceeding,  and  adriscd  him 
to  make  ispplication  to  General 
Stanhope,  who  had  been  a  warm 
friend  to  the  family ;  but  this  ad- 
vice was  lost  on  the  young  fellow, 
who  abandoned  himself  to  the  most 
dissolute  course  of  life,  borrowed 
money  of  all  his  acquaintance,  which 
he  soon  squandered  at  the  gaming, 
tables,  and  procured  further  sup. 
plies  from  women  with  whom  he 
made  illicit  connexions. 

He  was  so  vain  of  his  acquaint- 
ance with  the  ladies,  that  he  boasted 
of  ihcir  fafours  as  an  argument  in 
proof  of  his  own  accomplishments ; 
though  what  he  might  obtain  from 
the  weakness  of  one  woman  he 
commonly  squandered  on-  others 
of  more  abandoned  character. 

One  mode  which  he  took  to  sup. 
ply  his  eitrafagance  was  to  intro. 
duce  himself  into  the  company  of 
young  gentlemen  who  were-  but 
little  acquainted  with  the  rices  of 
the  age,  whom  ho  assisti*d  in  wast, 
ing  their  fortunes  in  every  species 
of  scandalous  dissipation. 
'  At  }ength,  after  a  scene  of  riot 
in  London,  be  went  with  one  of  bli 


associates  to  Flanders,  and  tbenee 
to  Paris ;  and  Stanley  boasted  not 
a  little  of  the  favours  he  received 
among  the  French  ladies,  and  of 
the  improvements  he  had  made  in 
the  science  of  fencing. 

On  his  return  to  England,  the 
opinion  he  conceived  of  his  skill 
in  the  use  of  the  sword  made  him 
insufferably  vain  and  presuming. 
He  would  frequently  intrade  him- 
self into  company  at  a  tavern,  and, 
saying  he  was  come  to  make  him- 
self welcome,  would  sit  down  at 
the  table  without  further  ceremony. 
The  company  would  sometimes  bw 
with  his  insolence  for  the  sake  of 
peace ;  but,  when  this  was  the  case, 
it  was  a  chance  if  he  did  not  pre- 
tend to  hate  received  some  afrout, 
and,  drawing  his  sword,  walk  off 
while  the  company  was  in  confusion. 
It  was  not  always,  however,  that 
matters  thus  ended  ;  for  sometimei 
a  gentleman  of  spirit  wonld  take 
the  liberty  of  kicking  our  hero  out 
of  the  house. 

It  will  now  be  proper  to  mention 
something  of  his  connexion  with 
Mrs.  Maycock,  the  muffler  of 
whom  co!*t  him  his  life.  As  he 
was  returning  from  a  gaming-house 
which  he  frequented  in  Covent 
Garden,  he  met  a  Mr.  Bryan,  of 
Newgate  Street,  and  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Maycock,  the  wife  of  a  mercer  on 
Ludgate  Hill.  Sunley  rudely  ran 
against  the  man,  and  embraced  the 
woman,  on  which  a  quarrel  arose ; 
but,  this  subsiding,  Stanley  mhiMied 
on  seeing  the  parties  home:  thu 
he  did,  and  spent  the  evening  witk 
them  ;  and,  from  this  circumftanoei 
a  fatal  connexion  arose,  as  will  ap* 
pear  in  the  sequel. 

Stanley,  having  made  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  family,  loon  after, 
wards  met  Mrs.  Maycock  at  the 
house  of  a  relation  in  lied  liiMi 
Street,  Holborn.  In  a  short  ti|M» 
Mf .  Mny  cock  removing  into  Soalii* 
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wirk,  the  visits  of  oar  captain 
were  admitted  on  a  footing  of  in. 
timacy. 

The  bnsband  dying  soonf  after 
this  connexion,  Stanley  became 
more  at  liberty  to  pay  his  addresses 
to  the  widow:  and  it  appears  that 
acme  considerable  intimacy  sub- 
sistcd  between  them,  from  the  foU 
lowing  letter,  which  is  not  more  a 
proof  of  the  absnrd  rantty  of  the 
man  that  could  write  it,  than  of  the 
woiaaa  thAt  could  keep  him  com. 
pany  after  receiving  it.  The  egre. 
gioQs  coxcomb  and  supercilious 
flatterer  are  Y»ible  in  every  line : 

'  I  an  to.morrow  to  be  at  the 
Opera:  0  that  I  could  add,  with 
hCT  I  love!    The  Opera,    where 
beautici  less  beauteous  than  thou 
sit  panting,  admired,  and  taste  the 
swaetbarbarian  sounds.   On  Friday 
1  shiUbaat  the  masquerade  at  So. 
meiiet  House,  where  modest  plea. 
sura  hides  itself,  before  it  can  be 
toocM;  but,  though  it  is  uncer. 
tain  in  the  shape,  'tis  real  in  the 
sense;  for  nuks  scorn  to  steal  and 
not  repay :  therefore,  as  they  con. 
ccal  the  face,  they  oft  make  the 
hod  J  better  known.    Atthisendof 
the  lovi,  nwny  faded  beauties  bid 
tbck  dios  and  the  brush  kiss  their 
cheebaad  lips,  till  their  charms  only 
g^BMr  with  a  borrowed  grace ;  so 
thiltdl|  beauty,  rich  in  her  na- 
tive spriag  of  simplicity  and  love. 
finesBi  will  doubly  shine  with  us — 
iUae  Bke  the  innocent  morning 
hM  of  nght,  that  glitters   un. 
tsiatcd  on  the  gardens.' 

TUs  exqindte  piece  of  nonsense 
fctaed  the  vanity  of  the  lady,  so 
^he  wu  admitted  to  repeat  his 
'hw  at  hli  own  convenience.  At 
AiiliBeayoang  felluw,  who  had 
«n«d  hte  apprenticeship  with  the 
■•i  Mr,  llayeock,  and  who  was 
JJ^wd  of  a  decent  fortune  to 
^1^  the  world,  paid  bit  addresses 
••  *•  jrowg  widow  ;  bat  she  pre. 


ferred  a  licentious  life  with  Stanley 
to  a  more  virtuous  connexion. 

Soon  after  this  she  quitted  her 
house  in  Southwark,  and  the 
lovers  spent  their  time  at  balls, 
plays,  and  assemblies,  till  her  money 
was  dissipated,  when  he  did  not 
scruple  to  insinuate  that  she  had 
been  too  liberal  of  her  favours  to 
other  persons.  In  the  mean  time 
she  bore  him  three  children,  one  of 
whom  was  living  at  the  time  of  the 
father's  execution. 

Stanley  continuing  his  dissolute 
course  of  life,  his  parents  became 
very  uneasy,  in  fear  of  the  fatal  con. 
sequences  that  might  ensue ;  and  his 
father,  who  saw  too  late  the  wrong 
bias  he  had  given  to  his  education, 
procured  him  the  commission  of  a 
lieutenant,  to  go  to  Cape  Coast 
Castle,  in  the  service  of  the  African 
Company. 

The  young  fellow  seemed  so 
pleased  with  this  appointment,  that 
his  friends  conceived  great  hopes 
that  he  would  reform.  Prepanu 
tions  being  made  for  his  voyage, 
and  the  company  having  advanced 
a  considerable  sum,  he  went  to 
Portsmouth,  in  order  to  embark; 
but  he  had  only  been  a  few  days 
in  that  town  when  he  was  followed 
by  Mrs.  Maycock,  with  her  infant 
child.  She  reproached  him  with 
baseness,  in  first  debauching,  and 
then  leaving  her  to  starve ;  and, 
employing  all  the  arts  she  was  Dis« 
tress  of  to  divert  him  from  his  reso. 
lution,  he  gave  her  half  the  money 
which  belonged  to  the  company, 
and  followed  her  to  London  with 
the  rest. 

Sliocked  with  the  news  of  this 
dishonorable  action,  the  father 
took  to  his  bed,  and  died  of  grief. 
Young  Stanley  appeared  greatly 
grieved  at  this  event,  and,  to  divert 
his  chagrin,  he  went  to  Flanders, 
where  he  staid  a  considerable  time, 
when  he  returned  to  England,  and 
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lifcd  in  aa  abuidoiMd  a  manner  at 
before. 

Soon  after  his  return,  haiing 
drank  freely  with  two  tradesmen, 
they  all  walked  together  towards 
Hampstead ;  and,  meeting  a  Mr. 
Dawson,  with  fire  other  gentlemen, 
a  quarrel  ensued.  One  of  the  gen- 
tlemen fired  a  pistol,  the  ball  from 
which  grazed  Stanley's  skin.  En- 
raged hereby,  the  latter  drew  his 
tword,  and,  making  a  pass  at  him, 
the  sword  ran  into  the  body  of  Mr. 
Dawson,  through  the  lower  part  of 
bis  belly,  and  to  his  back.bone. 
The  wounded  man  was  coitreycd 
to  a  neighbouring  house,  where  ho 
lay  six  weeks  before  he  was  per- 
fectly recof  cred. 

However,  as  Dawson  happened 
to  know  Stanley,  he  took  out  a 
writ  against  him  for  damages,  to 
recoTer  his  expense  of  a  cure  ;  but 
the  writ  was  nerer  executed,  as 
Stanley  was  so  celebrated  for  his 
skill  in  the  u^e  of  the  sword,  and 
his  daring  dbposition,  that  the 
baililTs  were  afraid  to  arrest  him. 

Not  long  after  this,  quarreling 
with  Captain  Chick  ley,  at  a  cider- 
cellar  in  CoTcnt  Garden,  Stanley 
challenged  the  captain  to  fight  in  a 
dark  room*  They  shut  themselves 
in ;  but,  aconstable  being  sent  for,  he 
broke  open  the  door,  and  probably 
saved  Stanley's  life ;  for  Chickley 
bad  then  ran  his  sword  through  his 
body,  while  he  himself  had  received 
only  two  slight  wounds. 

It  appears  that  Stanley  still  paid 
occasional  visits  to  Mrs.  May  cock ; 
and  he  had  the  insolence  to  pretend 
anger  at  her  receiving  the  visits  of 
other  persons,  thaugh  he  was  not 
able  to  support  her;  for  he  had 
the  vanity  to  think  that  a  woman 
whom  he  had  debauched  ought  for 
CTer  to  pay  true  allegiance  to  him, 
as  a  wife  to  her  husband. 

Mrs*  May  cock,  having  been  to 
^^tMgeatlemsia,  was  retarning  one 


irfght  throngh  Chancery  Lane,  in 
G0mpany  with  another  woman,  airf 
Mr.  Hammond,  of  the  Old  Bsilcj. 
Stanley,  in  company  with  another 
man,  met  the  parties,  and  he  and 
his  companion  insisted  on  going 
with  the  women,  Hammond  here- 
upon  saidthiB  ladies  belonged  to 
him ;  but  Mrs.  Maycock,  now  re- 
cognizing Stanley,  said,  '  What, 
captain,  is  it  yon  2'  He  atked  her 
where  she  was  g^ing ;  she  said  to 
Mr.  Hammond's,  in  the  Old  Bailey. 
He  replied  that  he  was  glad  to  meet 
her,  and  would  go  with  her. 

As  they  walked  down  Fleet 
Street,  Stanley  desired  his  com- 
panion to  go  back,  and  wait  for 
him  at  an  appointed  place ;  and,  as 
the  company  was  going  forwsird, 
Stanley  struck  a  man,  who  hap. 
pcned  to  be  in  his  way,  and  kicked 
a  woman  on  the  same  aocoont. 

Being  arrived  at  Hammond's 
house,  the  company  desired  Stanley 
to  go  home;  but  this  he  nfnsed, 
and  Mrs.  Maycock  going  into  the 
kitchen,  he  pushed  in  after  her, 
and,  some  words  having  passed  be- 
tween  them,  he  stabbed  her  so  that 
she  died  in  about  an  hoar  and  a  half. 

Other  company  going  into  the 
kitchen  saw  SUnley  flourishing  his 
sword,  while  the  deceased  was 
fainting  with  loss  of  blood,  and 
crying  out,  ^  I  am  stabbed  I  I  am 
murdered !'  Stanley's  sword  briog 
taken  from  him,  he  threw  himself 
down  by  Mrs.  Maycock,  sndsakl, 
<  My  dear  Hannah,  will  you  not 
speak  to  me  ?' 

The  offender,  being  tekea  into 
custody,  was  brought  to  his  trial  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  where  some  wit- 
nesses endeavoured  to  prove  that 
he  was  a  lunatic;  but  the  jury  con- 
sidering his  extravagant  conduct  as 
the  effect  of  his  vices  only,  and  the 
evidence  against  him  bcuig  positive, 
he  was  found  guilty^  and  seceiTtd 
sentviet  oC  death. 
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Before  his  coiiTiction  he  had  be- 
htTed  in  a  rerj  inconsiderate  man- 
ate;  nor  was  his  conduct  much  al- 
twed  afterwards,  only  (hat,  when 
he  beard  the  Aatne  of -Mrs.  May- 
cock  mentioned,  he  was  seized  with 
violent  tremblings,  and  drops  of 
cold  sweat  fell  from  his  face. 

He  was  carried  to  the  place  of 
execution  in  a  mourning  coach  ; 
but,  on  beings  put  into  the  cart 
under  the  gallows,  he  turned  pale, 
and  was  so  weak,  that  he  could 
not  stand  without  support.  He 
made  no  speech  to  the  people ;  but 
oofj  said,  that,  as  a  hearse  was  pro. 
Tided  to  take  away  his  body,  he 
hoped  no  one  would  pre? cnt  its  re- 
oei?ing  Christian  burial.  It  was 
obserred  that  he  wept  bitterly  after 
the  cap  was  drawn  orer  his  eyes. 
He  was  eiecuted  at  Tyburn  on 

the  %Sd  of  December,  17^23,  at  the 

■ge  of  twenty. five  years. 

It  is  impossible  to  dismiss  this 

•object  without  reflecting   on  the 

absurd  conduct  of  Stanley's  father. 


who,  by  his  eagerness  to  teach 
him,  while  an  infaitt,  (ho  use  of  the 
sword,  gave  him  that  degree  of 
false  brarcry  and  maid  conrage, 
that  tempted  him  to  the  unlawful 
nse  of  it  on  every  occasion ;  and, 
at  length,  combining  with  his  vices, 
occasioned  the  perpetration  of  the 
horrid  crime  of  murder — a  murder 
of  the  most  aggravated  nature, 
that  of  a  woman  who  had  f^len  a 
sacrifice  to  his  arts  of  seduction, 
aideil,  no  doubt,  by  her  own  un- 
controllable vanity. 

The  on  timely  fate  of  Mrs.  May- 
cock  should  teach  married  women 
the  inestimable  value  of  chastity. 
The  woman  who  listens  to  the  arts 
of  a  seducer  is  in  the  high  road  to 
destruction  ;  and,  as  surely  as  she 
suffers  her  person  to  be  violated, 
she  entails  misery  on  herself  and 
family,  and  lays  the  groundwork 
of  a  long  scries  of  repentance  :  and 
happy  may  she  think  herself,  if,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  that  repentance 
prove  not  ineffectual. 


FRANCIS  BRIGHTWELL  AND  BENJAMIN  BRIGHT  WELL 


TRIED  FOR  A  UIGUWAY  ROBBERY. 


As  It  is  one  professed  design  of 
this  piblieation  to  give  trials,  in  ex- 
traordiniry  cases,  on  which  the  par- 
Urt  aecased  have  been  acquitted  ;  in 
conpllMice  with  this  rule  we  insert 
tho  following,  though  it  will  be 
•wn  tut  the  supposed  offenders,  so 
nrfroB  being  thieves,  were  an  or- 
■auiLitto  human  nature. 

la  the  month  of  August,  1724, 

fitDcb  Bnghtwell  and  Benjamin 

Brightwell    were  indicted  for  as. 

Aaldng  John  Pargiler  on  the  high. 

'•Jj  •od  robbing   him  of  three 
Ulhigs. 

it  was  sworn  by  Mr.  Pargiter 


afterwards,  he  was  showing  some 
farmers  the  spot  where  he  had  been 
robbed,  at  the' very  time  when  the 
Brightwells  came  in  sight ;  on  which 
he  declared  that  they  were  the  per- 
sons who  had  rubbed  him  ;  where* 
upon  they  were  immediately  taken 
into  custody  ;  which  was  a  work  of 
no  great  difliculty,  as  the  surprise, 
on  being  charged  with  a  crime  of 
which  they  were  wholly  innocent,dc« 
prived  them  of  all  idea  of  resistance. 
The^e  brothers  were  soldiers  in 


the  grenadier  guards ;    nnd,  when 
they  were  carried  bcfofc  a  magis. 

_^    ^..__     trate,  though  Mr.  Pargiter  swore 

ttrt  he  had  been  robbed,  on  the  positively  to  their  persons,  Francis 
*>id  to  Hampstead,  by  two  fellows  alleged  that  he  was  on  guard  at  the 
JjJ**l  In  soldiers'  clothes ;  and  that,  time  of  the  robbery,  and  Benjamin 
"^  on  the  same  road  a  few  days    said  ihat  he  was  at  home. 
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On  the  trial,  the  sergeant  pro- 
duced  the  regimental  book,  from 
which  it  was  evident  (hat,  when  the 
robbery  was  committed,  Francis 
was  on  guard  at  Kensington  ;  and 
seferal  persons  of  reputation  proved 
that  Benjamin  was  at  his  lodgings  in 
Clare  Market,  and  likewise  gave 
him  an  excellent  character. 

W4th  regard  to  Francis,  Mr. 
Hughs,  a  clergyman,  delivered  his 
testimony  in  the  following  words : 
*  I  have  known  Francis  Brightwell 
near  twenty  years,  lie  was  always 
reputed  to  be  a  person  of  the  fairest 
character  for  sobriety,  piety,  and 
justice.  lie  was,  to  an  catraordi* 
nary  degree,  accomplished  with 
Latin  and  Greek  literature,  and  had 
good  skill  in  Roman  antiquities; 
and,  in  a  word,  he  carried  so  great 
a  share  of  exquisite  learning  under 
his  grenadier's  cap,  that  I  believe 
there  is  not  such  another  grenadier 
in  the  universe.' 

This  testimony  of  Mr.  Hughs 
was  conGrmed  by  a  number  of  mi- 
litary officers  ;  and  the  Court  and 
jury  considering  that  Mr.  Pargi(cr 
must  have  been  mistaken  in  the  par- 
ties who  robbed  him,  the  brothers 
were  honorably  acquitted. 

On  thc22d  of  the  month  in  nhich 
ho  was  tried^  Francis  Bright  well 
died  at  his  lodgings  at  Paddington, 
as  supposed,  of  thr  gaol  distemper. 
fie  was  attended,  during  his  short 
illness,  by  the  late  eminent  Sir  Hans 
Sloan ;  but  the  malignity  of  his 
disorder  defied  the  power  of  medi- 
cine. 

The  following  curious  letter,  re- 
specting Francis  Brightwell,  is  ex- 
tracted from  The  British  Journal 
of  the  5th  of  September,  1724: 

'  Sir,— -Finding  that  all  our  pub- 
lic papers,  from  the  4th  of  August 
to  this  day,  have  omitted  to  make 
honorable  mention  of  some  very  re- 
markable circumstances  relating  to 
'  ^^^y  pnrate  persouj  I  desire  his 


memory  may  be  deposited  in  your 
journal.  The  person  I  mean  is 
Francis  Brightwell,  the  grenadier, 
who  was  tried  and  acquitted  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  for  a  robbery  sworn 
against  him ;  and  who,  since  his 
coming  out  of  prison,  died,  as  'tu 
said,  of  the  gaol  distemper.' 

When  evidence  was  given  against 
him  in  Court,  Brightwell,  by  several 
witnesses,  proved  that  he  was  upon 
the  king's  guard,  at  Kensington,  at 
the  time  that  the  robbery  (if  a  rob- 
bery )  was  committed.  Hereupon  the 
Court  went  into  an  inquiry  concern- 
ing the  reputation  and  character  of 
the  prisoner.  Some  officers  who  had 
known  him  long  in  the  service  gave 
testimony  to  his  sobriety  and  dili- 
gence in  the  duty  of  a  soldier.  As 
to  his  honesty,  a  lady  (present  in 
Court)  declared  she  had  intrusted 
him  with  a  thousand  pounds  at  a 
time ;  and  a  gentleman,  that  he  had 
committed  his  house  and  goods,  to 
the  value  of  6000/.  to  his  keeping : 
iu  both  which  trusts  Brightwell  had 
acquitted  himself  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  parties  concerned. 

These  ample  testimonies,  coocnr* 
ring  to  the  honour  of  a  man  in  so 
low  a  condition  of  life,  gave,  you 
may  imagine,  no  small  surprise  to 
all  that  were  present ;  when  a  cler- 
gyman added  to  their  astonishment 
by  declaring  that  he  had  long 
known  the  prisoner  to  be  not  only 
a  person  of  sobriety,  but  likewise 
of  very  excellent  learning,  and  par- 
ticularly ill  Latin  aud  Greek ;  for 
that  Brightwell  had  often  consulted 
him  upon  difficult  passages  in  Vir- 
gil and  Horace. 

Thus  much  for  what  appeared  at 
the  trial  of  this  grenadier.  I  shall 
only  remark  upou  his  learning,  that 
I  am  amazed  that  scholarship  is  not 
very  common  among  military  men, 
considering  their  profession  admits 
of  more  leisure  boars  than  any 
other.   Perhaps  these  gcntleaea  arc 
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of  knowledge,  from  a  cele* 

brated  mailni  delifered  by  Joha 
Drjdoa:— ^  The  learned  all  are 
cowards  by  proft*ssiiHi:'  and  yet 
Alexander  and  C«tar  were  scholars, 
and  they  did  not  teem  to  want 
courage. 

But,  to  pursue  what  further  par- 
ticulars 1  hate  learned  of  this  de- 
ceased grenadier.     Ue   was    con- 
tented in  hb  station  I  studious  of 
leisure,  and  anbitious  only  of  know- 
ledgo.     He  had  offers  of  being  pro- 
rooted  to  the  rank  of  corporal  or 
sergeant,  which  he  declined,  that  he 
might  hare  as  few  afocations  as 
possible  from  his  studies.      Neither 
did  he  e? er  coret  money ;  and,  i  am 
apt  to  believe,  had  he  been  at  the 
sacking  of  a  town,  he  would  not 
have  thought  of  carrying  off  any 
other  plunder  but  a  valuable  book 
or  two.    Take  the  following  in. 
stance  of  his  disregard  of  gain  : — 
Ue  had  an   excellent   manner   of 
cleaning  and  furbishing  arms,  for 
which  he  had  his  settled  prices.  An 
officer,  whose  arms  he  had  brighten* 
ed,  was  so  well  pleased  with    kb 
work,  that  he  sent  Bright  well  (over 
and  above  the  osual  price)  a  guinea, 
for   a  present.    The   philosopher 
took  his  pnee,  and  returned  the 
guinea  by  his  servant    Some  time 
after,  when  the  gentleman  saw  him, 

*  Why,'  said  he,  <  would  you  not 
accept  the  guinea  1  sent  you?'  <I 
am  paid  for  my  work,'  replied  the 
sentinel,    <  and  desire   no   more.' 

*  Accept  of  a  crown,  then,  if  your 
iBodesty  makes  you  think  a  guinea 
too  much,'  said  the  officer.  <  £z. 
case  me,  sir,'  answered  the  veteran, 

*  and  do  not  think  it  ranity  or  af. 
lectation  when  I  refuse  your  kind. 
MS ;  but,  indeed.  Sir,  1  don't  want 
it;  but  i  am  thirsty,  and  have  no 
Boaey  about  me;  so  that  if  your 
honour  will  be  pleased  to  give  me 
^^ree-pence  to  drink  your  health,  i 
>kaU  thankfully  accept  of  it.' 


This  last  particular  of  our  grena- 
dier runs  so  very  parallel  with  a  story 
in  Sir  William  Temple's  Observe- 
tions  of  the  United  Provinces,  that  I 
think  it  proper  to  transcribe  it  on 
this  occasion.     Vol.  i.  p.  50. 

*  Among  the  many  and  various 
hospitals  that  are  in  every  man's 
curiosity  and  talk  that  travels  in 
Holland,  I  was  affected  with  none 
more  than  that  of  the  aged  seamed 
at  Enchusyden,  which  is  contrived, 
finbhed,  and  ordered,  as  if  it  were 
done  with  a  kind  intention  of  some 
well-natured  man,  that  those,  who 
had  passed  their  whole  lives  in  the 
hardships  and  incommodities  of  the 
sea«  should  find  a  retreat,  stored  with 
all  ease  and  convenieucy  that  old 
age  is  capable  of  feeling  and  enjoy- 
ing.   And  here  i  met  with  the  only 
rich  man  that  1  ever  saw  in  my  life : 
for  one  of  these  old  seamen,  enter, 
taioing  me  with  the  plain  stories  of 
bis  fifty  years'  voyages  and  advesb» 
tares,  while  1  was  viewing  this  hos« 
pital  and  the  church  adjoining,  I 
gave  him,  at  parting,  a  piece  of  their 
coin,  about  the  value  of  a  crowo : 
he  took  it,  smiling,  and  offered  it 
me  again ;  but,  when  I  refused  it,  he 
asked  me  what  he  should  do  with 
the  money.      i  left  him  to  over- 
come hb  modesty  as  he  could;  but 
a  servant  coming  after  me  saw  him 
give  it  to  a  little  girl  that  opened  the 
church.door  as  she  passed  by  him : 
which  made  me  reflect  on  the  fan- 
tastic calculation  of  riches  and  po» 
vcrty  that  is  current  in  the  world, 
by  which  a  man  that  wants  a  millioa. 
b  a  prince,  he  that  wants  but  a 
groat  b  a  beggar,and  thb  was  afioor 
man  thai  wanted  nothing  at  aU.^ 

The  case  of  these  brothers  af- 
fords an  admirable  lesson  to  prose- 
cutors to  bo  cautious  how  they 
swear  to  the  identity  of  persons,  it 
b  better  that  the  guilty  should  es- 
cape than  that  the  innocent  shonld 
be  punished. 
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It  likewise  afibrdt  us  an  imtaoce  libly  of  grief,  ends  io  the  death  of 

of  the  rajsterioiM    pro¥ldence  of  one  of  them.     We  may  pretave 

God*      Two    ionoeent    men    are  that  he  was  too  good  for  this  wicked 

charged  with  a  crime ;  and  the  con.  world ;  and  that  the  Alnrighty  chen 

sequence  of  impritonment,  and  pos.  thu  method  of  calling  him  to  a  better! 


THOMAS  PACKER  AND  JOSEPH  PICKEN, 

EXECUTED  FOa  HIGHWAY  HOBBEaV* 


Thomas  Packbu  was  a  natire  of 
London,  his  father  being  a  shoe- 
maker in  BntcherhalL  Lduie,  New- 
gate Street.  He  was  boand  ap- 
prentice to  the  master  of  the  Ship 
Tavern  at  Greenwich;  but,  not 
being  content  in  hit  litoation,  he 
was  turned  o?er  to  a  Tintner,  who 
kept  the  Rummer  TaTem,  near 
Red  Lion  ^uare;  and,  having 
served  the  rest  of  his  time,  he  lived 
as  a  waiter  in  diffsrent  places. 

He  had  not  been  long  out  of  his 
time  before  he  nmnied ;  but  the  ex- 
penses of  his  new  connexion,  added 
Io  those  arising  from  the  extrai-a- 
gance  of  his  disposition,  soon  re. 
dnced  him  to  circamttances  of  dis- 
tress. 

Joseph  Picken  was  likewise  a 
native  of  London,  being  the  son  of 
a  tailor  in  Clerkcnwell ;  but  his 
fiither  dying  while  he  was  an  infant, 
he  was  educated  by  his  mother,  who 
placed  him  with  a  vintner  near  Bil- 
lingsgate, with  whom  be  served  an 
apprenticeship,  after  which  he  mar- 
riMl,  and  kept  the  tap  of  the  Mer- 
maid Inn  at  Windsor:  Iwt  his  wife 
being  a  bad  manager,  and  his  busi- 
ness much  neglected,  he  was  soon 
ndocfd  to  the  utmost  extremity  of 
poverty. 

Being  obliged  even  to  sell  his  bed 
and  sleep  on  the  floor,  his  wife  ad« 
vised  him  to  g 9  on  the  highway,  to 
supply  their  necessities.  Fatally 
for  him,  he  listened  to  her  advice, 
and  repaired  to  London,  where,  on 
the  following  day,  he  fell  into  com- 
pany with  Packer,  who  had  been 
^ii  old  acquMiaUace* 


The  poverty  of  these  unhappy 
men  tempted  them  to  make  a  speedy 
resolution  of  comiiiltlfaig  depreda- 
tions on  the  public;  4n  consequence 
of  which  they  hired  horses  as  to  go 
to  Windsor;  but,  instead  thereof, 
they  rode  towards  Finchley ;  and, 
in  a  road  between  Highgate  and 
Homsey,  they  robbed  two  farmers, 
whom  they  compelled  to  dismount, 
and  turned  their  horses  loose. 

Hastenkig  to  London  with  their 
ill-gotten  booty,  they  went  to  a 
public  house  in  Monmouth  Street, 
where  one  of  them,flaking  a  handker- 
chief out  of  his  pocket,  accidentally 
drew  out  bis  pistol  with  it,  which 
being  remarked  by  a  person  In  com- 
pany, he  procurdi  a  peace-officer, 
who  took  them  into  custody  on  sus- 
picion. 

Having  been  lodged  in  the  Round 
House  for  that  night,  they  were 
taken  before  a  migistrate  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  ;  and,  being  separafelj 
examined,  disagreed  much  in  their 
tale ;  and  the  parties  who  had  been 
robbed  attending,  and  swearing  to 
their  persons,  they  were  committed 
for  trial. 

When  they  #ere  brougit  to  the 
bar,  they  endeavoured  to  prove 
that  they  were  absent  from  the  spot 
at  the  time  the  robbery  was  com- 
mitted ;  but,  failijig  in  this,  a  ver- 
dict of  guilty  was  given  against 
them,  and  they  received  sentence  of 
death. 

After  conviction  they  behave! 
with  every  sign  of  contrition.  Packer 
was  in  a  very  bad  state  of  health  aU 
most  the  wbole  time  he  Ity  uiider 


I 


2 


XNAFPABALDWIIVa  NEWGATJ&  CALENDAR.       iVS 


i 


» 

d 

A 

d, 

tar 
«> 

i«i 

««< 
tin. 

IK**** 


Moieoee  of  death  ;  and  conpltined 
Much  of  the  iogratltnde  of  his  wife, 
who  fint  advised  him  to  the  commis. 
sion  of  the  crime,  yet  never  visited 
liim  during  his  niseimbla  confinement 
10  Newgate*  Those  unhappy  men 
prepared  to  meet  their  fate  with  de- 
cent resignation,  and  received  the 
sacrament  with  every  sign  of  genuine 
devotion. 

They  were  aieesked  at  Tyburn 
on  the  Ist  of  February,  V7U^  but 
were  so  shocked  at  the  idea  of  their 
approacUag  dissolution,  that  they 
trembled  with  the  dreadful  appre- 
hension,  and  were  unable  to  give 
that  advice  to  the  surrounding  mul- 
titude, which,  however,  might  be 
eaiily  implied  from  their  pitiable 
ooadition. 

It  does  not  appear,  from  any  ac- 
count  iransBMttcd  to  us,  that  these 


men  had  been  guilty  of  any  robbery 
■but  the  single  one  for  which  they 
suffered. 

Hence  we  may  learn  how  very 
short  is  the  date  of  vice !  It  'may 
be  urged  that  the  extremity  of  their 
poverty  was  a  temptation  to  the 
commission  of  the  crime  ;  but  let  It 
be  remembered  that  a  state  of  the 
most  abjrct  poverty  is  preferable  to 
the  life  of  a  thief;  an  honest  man, 
be  he  ever  so  poor,  need  not  blush 
to  look  the  first  man  in  the  kingdom 
In  the  face. 

The  man  who  does  nnto  others 
as  he  would  they  should  do  unto 
him  will  enjoy  the  approbation  -of 
his  own  conscience;  and  may  con- 
sider himself  at  equal  in  oharaoter 
to  the  greatest  monarch  in  the  aai. 
verse. 


LEWIS  HOUSSART, 


EXECUTED  FOR  TUB 

Tius  malefactor  was  born  at 
Sedaii,  in  Franco ;  but  hb  parents, 
beiag  ProtesUnU,quittcd  that  king. 
dofB  i9  ^nsequ^ence  of  an  edict  of 
Uwis  ;IlIV.  and  settled  in  Dutch 
Biahfat. 

^  Youig  Houssfirt's  father  placed 
Mm  with  a  barber-surgeon  at  Am. 
tf^iriWPf  with  whom  he  lived  a  con** 
uderahle  time,  and  then  served  as  a 
fUfgfion  9a  board  a  Dutch  ship, 
which  4a  quitted  through  want  of 
health,  and  came  to  England. 

He  had  been  a  considerable  time 
Vilhip  country  when  he  became  ac 
qmiated  with  Ann  Rondeau,  whom 
ke  married  at  tlie  French  church  in 
Spjtalfields.  Having  Jived  about 
tkvse years  with  hi«  wife  at  Hoaton, 
ke  left  her  with  disgust,  and,  going 
into  the  city,  passed  for  a  single 
Ml,  working  aa  a  barber  and  hair.. 
"'BMer;  and  getting  acquainted 
^  a  Mrs.  Hem,    of  Priaca'i 


MUllDEIl  OF  HIS  WIFE. 

* 

Street,  Lothbury,  ho  married  her 
at  St.  Antholin's  church. 
.  No  sooner  was  the  ceremony  .per. 
formed  than  the  company  went  to 
drink  some  wiuo  at  an  adjacent 
tavern,  when  the  parish.clerk  ob. 
served  that  Houssart  changed  conn* 
tenauco,  and  some  of  the  company 
asked  him  if  he  n^paatud  his  baiw 
gain  ;  to  which  he.au«wered  in  the 
negative. 

It  appears  as  if,  even  at  thit  tinie^ 
he  had  come  to  a  resolution  of  m«r* 
deriug  his  first  wife ;  for  he  had  not 
been  long  married  before  his  tecond 
charging  him  with  a  former  malri. 
monial  conuezion,  he  desired  her  to 
be  easy,  for  she  would  be  convinced 
in  a  short  time  that  he  had  no  other 
wife  but  herself. 

During  this  interval  his  first  wife 
lived  with  her  mother  in  Swan  Alley, 
Shoredltch;  and  Mrs.  Honssart 
being  in  an  ill  state  of  iiealth,  her 
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lioslMUid  called  upon  her  about  a 
fortoight  before  the  perpetration 
of  the  murder,  and  told  her  he 
woald  bring  her  something  to  re- 
Here  her :  and  the  next  dajr  he  gare 
her  a  medicine  that  had  the  appear- 
ance of  conserve  of  roscf,  which 
threw  her  into  such  severe  convul- 
sion fits,  that  her  life  was  despaired 
of  for  some  hours ;  but  at  length 
she  recof  ered. 

This  scheme  failing,  Honssart  de- 
termined to  murder  her ;  to  effect 
which,  and  conceal  the  crime,  he 
took  the  following  method ; 

Having  directed  his  second  wife 
to  meet  him  at  the  Turk's  Head,  in 
Bishopsgate  Street,  she  went  thither 
and  waited  for  him.  In  the  mean 
time  he  dressed  himself  in  a  white 
great  coat,  and  walked  out  with  a 
cane  in  his  hand,  and  a  sword  bj  hb 
side.  Going  to  the  end  of  Swan 
Alley,  Shoreditch,  he  gare  a  boj  a 
penny  to  go  into  the  lodgings  of  his 
first  wife  and  her  mother,  Mrs. 
Rondeau,  and  tell  the  old  woman 
that  a  gentleman  wanted  to  speak 
with  her  at  the  Black  Dog,  in  Bi. 
shopsgate  Street. 

Mrs.  Rondeau  saying  she  would 
wait  on  the  gentleman,  Houssart  hid 
himself  in  the  alley,  till  the  boy 
(old  him  she  was  gone  out,  and  then 
went  to  his  wife's  room,  and  cut  her 
throat  with  a  razor,  and,  thus  mur- 
dered, she  \«  as  found  by  her  mother, 
on  her  return  from  the  Black  Dog, 
after  inquiring  in  Tain  for  the  gen. 
tlemao  who  was  said  to  be  waiting 
for  her. 

In  the  interim  Houssart  went  io 
his  other  wife  at  the  Turk's  Heail, 
where  he  appeared  much  dejected, 
and  had  some  sudden  starts  of  pas- 
sion. The  landlady  of  the  house, 
who  was  at  supper  with  his  wife, 
expressing  some  surprise  at  his  be- 
hariour,  he  became  more  calm,  and 
said  he  was  only  uneasy  lest  her 


husband  should  return,  and  find 
him  so  meanly  dressed  ;  and,  soon 
after  thb,  Houssart  and  his  wife 
went  home. 

Mrs.  Rondeaa,  having  fomnd  her 
daughter  murdered,  as  above  men- 
tioned, went  to  her  son,  to  whom 
she  conuttunicated  the  affiur:  and 
he,  having  heard  that  Houssart 
lodged  in  Lothbury,  took  a  con- 
stable, went  thither,  and  said  he 
was  come  to  apprehend  hia  on  sns* 
picion  of  having  murdered  hb  wife; 
on  which  he  laaghed  londly,  and 
asked  if  any  thing  in  hb  looks  in. 
dicated  that  he  could  be  guilty  of 
such  a  crime. 

Being  committed  to  Newgate,  ha 
was  tried  at  the  next  sessions  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  but  acquitted  for  want 
of  the  evidence  of  the  boy,  who  was 
not  found  till  a  considerable  time 
afterwards:  but  the  Court  ordered 
the  prisoner  to  remain  in  Newgate, 
to  take  hb  trial  for  bigamy.  - 

In  consequence  hereof  he  was  in- 
dicted at  the  next  sessions,  when  full 
proof  was  brought  of  both  hb  mar- 
riages ;  but  an  objection  was  made 
by  his  counsel,  on  a  point  of  law, 
<  Whether  he  could  be  guilty  of 
bigamy,  as  the  first  marriage  was 
l>erforn»ed  by  a  French  minister, 
and  he  was  only  once  married  ac- 
cording to  the  form  of  the  Church 
of  England.'  On  thb  the  jury 
brought  in  a  special  verdict,  subject 
to  the  determination  of  the  tM^elve 
judges. 

While  Houssart  lay  in  Newgate, 
waiting  this  solemn  award,  the  boy 
whom  he  had  employed  to  go  Into 
the  house  of  Mrs.  Rondeau,  imd 
who  had  hitherto  kept  secret  the 
whole  transaction,  being  in  conver- 
sation with  hb  mother,  asked  her 
what  would  become  of  the  boy  if 
he  should  bo  apprehended.  The 
mother  told  him  he  wonid  be  only 
sworn  to  tell  the  truth.    ^  Why/ 


I 


I 


t 


■i 

'^. 

"H 
m 

ftl 

ai 

lai 
fi 

Ml 
CO! 

jvti 
fen 

b 


I 


RNAPP  k  BALDWIN^t  NEWGATfi  CACEI^DAU.       MS 


aid  he,  <  I  thought  thej  would 
hang  him  :'  but  the  mother  satiifj- 
ing  him  that  there  was  no  danger  of 
any  inch  coniequence,  and  talking 
further  with  him  on  the  subject,  he 
confessed  that  he  was  the  hoy  who 
went  with  the  message. 

Hereupon  he  was  taken  to  Solo- 
mon Rondeau,  brother  of  the  de- 
ceased,  who  went  with  him  to  a 
justice  of  peace,  and  the  latter  or- 
dered a  constable  to  attend  him  to 
Newgate,  where  he  fixed  on  Hous- 
sart  as  the  person  who  had  em- 
ployed him  in  the  manner  aboTO 
mentioned. 

In  consequence  hereof  Solomon 
R4>ndean  lodged  an  appeal  against 
the  prisoner ;  but  It  appearing  that 
there  was  some  bad  Latin  in  it,  no 
proceedings  could  be  had  thereon  ; 
and,  therefore,  Another  appeal  was 
lodged  the  next  sessions,  when  the 
prisoner  urging  that  he  was  not 
prepared  for  his  trial,  he  was  yet 
indulged  till  a  subsequent  sessions. 

The  appeal  was  brought  in  the 
name  of  Solomon  Rondeau,  as  heir 
to  the  deceased  ;  and  the  names  of 
John  Doe  and  Richard  Roe  were 
entered  in  the  common  form,  as 
pledges  to  prosecute. 

When  the  trial  came  on,  the 
conoid  for  the  prisoner  stated  the 
following  pleas,  in  bar  to,  and 
abatement  of,  the  proceedings  :— 

!•  That  besides  the  appeal,  to 
which  he  now  pleaded,  there  was 
another  yet  depending,  and  uiide- 
temined. 

II.  A  misnomer,  because  hb 
■VM  was  not  Lewis,  but  Loafs. 

IIL  That  the  addition  of  la- 
bearer  was  wrong,  for  he  was  not 
t  labourer,  but  a  barber-surgeon. 

Iv.  That  there  were  no  such  pcr- 
•OBias  John  Doe  and  Richard  Roe, 
who  were  mentioned  as  pledges  in 
the  appeal. 

.V.  That  Henry   Rondeau   was 
ue  brother  and  heir  to  (he  de- 


ceased; that  Solomon  Rondeau 
was  not  her  brother  and  heir,  and, 
therefore,  was  not  the  proper  ap- 
pellant; and, 

VI.  That  the  defendant  was  not 
guilty  of  the  facts  charged  In  the 
appeal. 

The  counsel  for  the  appellant  re- 
plied to  these  scTeral  pleat  in  sub- 
stance as  follows  :— 

To  the  first,  that  the  former 
appeal  was  already  quashed,  and 
therefore  could  not  be  depending 
and  undetermined. 

To  the  second,  that  it  appeared 
that  the  prisoner  had  owned  to  the 
name  of  Lewiii,  by  pleading  to  it 
on  two  indictments,  the  one  for 
bigamy,  and  the  other  for  murder ; 
and  his  handwriting  was  produced, 
in  which  he  had  spelt  his  name 
Lewis  ;  and  it  was  likewise  proved 
that  he  had  usually  answered  to  that 
name. 

To  the  third,  it  was  urged  that, 
on  the  two  formi^r  indictments,  he 
had  pleaded  to  the  addition  of  la- 
bourer; and  a  person  swore  that 
the  prisoner  worked  as  a  journey- 
man or  serTant,  and  did  not  carry 
on  his  business  as  a  master. 

To  the  fourth,  it  was  urged  that 
there  were  two  such  persons  In 
Middlesex  as  John  Doe  and  Richard 
Roe;  the  one  a  weayer,  and  the 
other  a  soldier ;  and  this  fact  was 
sworn  to. 

In  answer  to  the  fifth,  Ana  Ron- 
deau, the  mother  of  the  deceased, 
swore  that  she  had  no  children  ex. 
cept  the  murdered  party,  and  So- 
lomon Rondeau,  theappellant;  that 
Solomon  was  brother  and  heir  to 
the  deceased,  which  Henry  Rondean 
was  not,  being  only  the  son  of  her 
husband  by  a  former  wife. 

With  regard  to  the  last  article, 
respecting  his  being  not  guilty,  that 
was  left  to  be  determined  by  the 
opinion  of  the  jury. 

Hereupon  tho  trial  was  brought 
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on ;  and  the  lame  witnesses  being 
examined  as  on  the  former  trial,  to 
which  that  of  the  bov  was  added, 
the  jury  determined  that  the  pri- 
soner was  gnilty,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  receited  sentence  of 
death. 

His  behationr  after  con?iction 
was  tery  improper  for  one  in  his 
melancholy  situation;  and,  as  the 
day  of  execution  drew  nearer,  he 
became  still  more  thoughtless  and 
more  hardened,  and  frequently  de- 
clared that  he  would  cut  his  throat* 
at  the  jury  had  found  him  guilty  of 
cutting  that  of  his  wife. 

His  behafiour  at  the  place  of  exe- 
cution was  equally  hardened.  He 
refused  to  pray  with  the  Ordinary 
of  Newgate,  and  another  clergy- 
man, uho  kindly  attended  to  assist 
him  in  hit  deTotiona. 

He  suffered  on  the  7th  of  Decern- 
ber,  1724,  opposite  the  end  of  S was 
Alley,  in  Shoreditch. 

*  Since  laws  were  made  for  cTcry 
degree,'  we  suppose  the  villain  must 
have  his  advocate  as  well  as  the  in- 
jured and  the  innocent.     At   the 
same  time,   it  must    be   acknow. 
ledged,  by  every  dispassionate  and 
reasonable  being,  that  it  is  a  sad 
perversion  of  justice  when  able  law- 
yers will  come  forth  and  use  such  fri- 
Tolous  arguments  to  shield  a  guilty 
man  as  those  produced  on  the  trial 
of  Houssart :  not  but  that  in  our 
opinion,  so  far  from  rendering  him 
any  assistance,   they   only  tended 
more  clearly  to  prove  his  guilt ;  for 
no  man,  with  a  consciousness  of  his 
own  innocence,  would  have  con- 
sented to  so  slender  and  unjust  a 
method  of  screening  himself  from 
the  punbhment  he  so  richly  merited 
and  received. 


Jnitice  most  aad  ought  to  tako 
its  dne  course : 

We  malt  Twt  mike  «  leireerow  of  the  !•«, 
Setting  it  ap  to  fev  the  binh  of  prey* 
And  let  it  kevp  one  shapes  tUl  coton 

mmke  it 
Their  perch,  and  not  their  terror. 

SaiKsnikBt. 

This  must  not  be,  else  where  is 
the  security  for  the  righteous  and 
the  just  ?  A  person  accused  of  any 
criminal  act  ought  not  be  allowed 
to  evade  the  sentence  of  the  l&w  by 
&  flaw  in  the  indictment,  a  mere 
m impelling  of  a  name,  a  wrong  re- 
sidence, a  wrong  profession,  or 
some  such  paltry  subterfuge;  he 
ought  not  to  slip  the  noose,  into 
which  his  neck  llaa  got  entangled, 
by  so  undue  a  course.  Houssart's 
deed  waa  one  of  the  worst  in  the 
black  catalogue  of  crime.  Mnrder, 
in  any  instance,  is  «n  offenee  of 
the  most  heinous  nature;  but,  in 
the  present  case,  words  can  scarce 
be  found  of  sufficient  force  to  paint 
the  enormity  of  so  base  an  act  as 
the  depriving  that  woman  of  exist- 
ence whom  he  had  sworn  to  cherish 
and  protect. 

Murder  itself  is  past  all  eipinioOf 
The  greaiest  crime  that  Xalare  doth  abhor  ; 
Not  being,  is  nl.'ominable  tober; 
And  when  we  be,  make  othen  not  to  be* 
Tb  worse  than  bestial :  and  we  did  not  io 
When  only  we  by  Naiore'i  aid  did  livQ, 
A  het'rogeneous  kind,  as  seni-bcarti; 
When  reason  cballeng'd  scarce  a  part  ia  as : 
But  now  doth  Manhood  and  Civility 
Stand  at  the  bar  of  Justice,  and  there  plead 
How  much  they're  wroBged»  and  howisoch 

defaced. 
When  man  doth  dye  his  hands  m  blood  of 

man. 
JudgmeHt  itself  would  scarce  a  law  enact 
Against  the  murd'rer,  thinking  it  a  tet 
That  man  'gainst  man  would  Mvar  dan 

commit. 
Since  the  worst  thmgi  of  Nature  do  not  iL 

Com. 


JOSEPH  BLAK£,  alias  BLUESKIiV, 

EXECUTED  rOR  HOUSEBREAKING. 

Tjjjs  was  one  of  the  most  noto-    in  which  he  comaitted  his  depreda- 
rUfnt  mnd  dstria^  thicwes  in  the  days    tions.    lie  hid  ofiended  in  aH  the 
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steps  of  Tillaioy,  beginaing,  ia  hn 
boyish  years,  as  a  pickpocket;  bat 
he  confined  himself  to  none,  appear- 
ing in  (he  streets,  in  houses,  and  on 
the  highway,  as  booty  presented. 
His  enormities  were  the  subject  of 
public  conversation,  and  the  dread 
of  the  traTeller. 

He  was  a  native  of  London,  and 
was  sent  to  school  by  his  parents  for 
the  space  of  six  years ;  but  he  made 
little  progress  in  learning,  haiiog  a 
Tory  early  propensity  to  acts  of 
dishonesty.  While  at  school  he 
made  anacqaaintan^  with  William 
Blewit(whoafterwards.eatered  into 
Jonathan  Wild's  gang),  became  one 
of  the  roost  notorious  villains  of  the 
age,  and  (hen  he  acquired  the  nick, 
name  of  Blueskln,  from  his  dark 
countenance. 

No  sooner  had  Blake  left  school 
than  he  commenced  pickpocket, 
and  had  been  in  all  the  prisons  for 
felons  before  ho  was  fifteen  years  of 
age.  From  this  practice  he  turned 
street-robber,  and  joined  with 
Oaky,  Levee,  and  many  other  viU 
lains,  who  acted  under  the  dircc- 
tions  of  Jonathan  Wild.  For  some 
of  the  robberies  they  committed 
they  wen  taken  into  custody,  and 
Blake  was  admitted  an  evidence 
against  Us  companions,  who  were 
convicted. 

In  coQieqaence  of  these  convic- 
tions Blake  cUned  his  liberty,  and 
part  oi  the  reward  allowed  by  go- 
Yerameot ;  bat  he  was  informed  by 
the  Court  that  he  had  no  right  to 
dther,  beeause  he  was  not  a  toIuo- 
tary  evidence;  sipce,  so  far  from 
^tiog  sarreodered,  he  made  an 
obstinate  resistance^  and  was  much 
woanded  before  be  waa.Uken ;  and, 
therefore,  he  must  find  security  for 
his.  good  behaviour,  or  be  trans- 
ported^ 

Not  being  able  to  give  the  requi- 
site secarity ,  he  was  lodged  in  Wood 


Street  Com pter^  where  he  remained 
a  considerable .  time,  during  which 
period  Jonathan  Wild  allowed  him 
three  shillinas  and  sixpence  a  week. 
At  length  he  prevailed  on  two  gar- 
deners to  be  his  bail ;  but  the  Court 
at  the  Old  Bailey  hesitating  to  take 
their  security,  they  went  before  Sir 
John  Fryer,  who  took  their  recog^ 
nisanco  for  Blake's  good  behaviour 
for  seven  year,s.  A  gentleman,  who 
happened  to  be  present  at  Sir  John's, 
asked  how  lon^  it  might  be  before 
Blake  would  appear  again  at  the  Old 
Bailey :  to  which  another  gentlemaa 
answered,  '  Three  sessions  ;'  and  ho 
happened  to  be  perfectly  right  ifi 
his  conjecture. 

Blake  had  no  sooner  obtained  hi^ 
liberty  than  he  was  concerned  io 
several  robberies  with  Jack  Shep« 
pard,  and  particularly  that  for 
which  the  two  brothers.  Bright- 
well,  were  tried.  The  footpad 
robberies  and  burglaries  they  com* 
mitted  were  very  numerous;  but 
the  fact  for  which  Blake  suffered 
was  the  robbery  of  Mr.  Kneebone, 
as  will  appear  by  the  following  no* 
count : 

At  the  Old  Bailey  sessions,  io 
October,  1724*  Joseph  Blake, 
otherwise  Blueskin,  was  indicted 
for  breaking  and  entering  thedwelJ« 
ing-house  of  William  Kneebone, 
and  stealing  108  yards  of  woollaii 
cloth,  Talue  36/.  and  other  gooda. 
The  prosecutor  having  sworn  that 
the  bars  of  his  cellar. window  were 
cut,  and  that  the  cellar-door,  which 
bod  been  bolted  and  padlocked,  was 
broke  open,  he  acquainted  Jomu 
than  Wild  with  what  had  happened, 
who  went  to  Blake's  lodgings,  with 
two  other  persons ;  buf  Blake  re- 
fusing to  open  the  door,  it  was 
broke  open  by  Quilt  Arnold,  one 
of  Wild's  men. 

On  this  Blake  drew  a  penknife, 
and  swore  he  would  kill  the  first 
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man  (hat  entered ;  in  aniwer  to 
which  Araold  said,  ^  Then  I  am  (be 
first  man,  and  Mr.  Wild  it  not  far 
behind ;  and,  if  yon  don*t  deliTer 
your  penknife  immediately!  I  will 
chop  your  arm  oflf.*  Ilcrenpon  (he 
prisoner  dropped  the  knife ;  and. 
Wild  entering,  he  was  taken  into 
coBtody. 

An  the  parties  were  conTeyins; 
Blake  to  Newgate,  they  came  by 
the  house  of  the  prosecutor;  on 
which  Wild  said  to  the  prisoner, 
*  There*8  the  ken  ;'  and  the  latter 
replied,  '  Say  no  more  of  that,  Mr. 
Wild,  for  I  know  1  am  a  dead  man  ; 
but,  what  I  fear  is»  that  1  shall  after, 
wards  be  carried  to  Surgeons*  Ha  11^ 
and  anaf  omiztHl :'  to  which  Wild  re- 
plied, ^  No,  ril  take  care  to  pre. 
Tcnt  that,  for  Til  give  you  a  roffin.* 

William  Field,  who  wa«  evidence 
on  the  trial,  swore  that  the  robbery 
was  rommitti^d  by  Blake,  Shi'ppard, 
and  himself;  and  the  jury  brought 
in  a  Teniirt  of  guilty. 

As  Fuon  as  tlie  jcrdict  was  given, 
Blake  addre<:«ed  the  Court  in  (he 
following  terms : — '  On  Wednesday 
morniug  last,  Jonathan  Wild  said 
to  Simun  Jacobs,*  **  1  belie* c  you 
will  not  bring  40/.  this  time:  I  wish 
Joe  (  Cleaning  me)  was  in  your  case ; 
but  IMI  do  my  endeavour  to  bring 
you  off  a*  a  single  felon."  And 
then,  turning  to  me,  he  said^  "  1  be- 
lieTe  you  must  die — Ml  send  you  a 
good  book  or  two,  and  provide  you 
a  coffin,  and  you  shall  not  be  ana- 
tomized."  ' 

Wild  was  to  hare  been  an  cTi- 
dcnce  against  (his  malefactor  ;  but, 
going  to  risit  him  in  the  bail  dock, 
previous  to  his  (rial,  Blake  suddenly 
drew  a  clasped  penknife,  wiih  which 
he  cut  Jonathan's  throat,  which 
prevented  his  giving  evidence ;  but 
a»  (he  knife  was  blunt,  the  wound, 


thougk  daBgeroos,  did  «ot  prove 
mortal ;  and  we  skaH  loe  that  Jo- 
nathan was  pmerted  for  a  fiffrmt 
fate. 

While  ander  scuteuce  of  death, 
Blake  did  not  bImw  a  conoera  pro- 
portioned to  his  calamitoos  situa- 
tion. When  asked  if  he  was  ad- 
vised to  commit  the  vjolenoe  on 
Wild,  he  said,  No ;  but  that  a  sad- 
den thought  eatmd  bis  mind;  or 
he  would  have  provided  a  knife, 
which  would  bave  cat  off  his  head 
at  once. 

On  (he  nearer  ipproadi  of  death, 
he  appeared  still  less  eoooened; 
and  it  was  thought  that  hii  miml 
was  chiefly  bent  on  meditatii^  means 
of  escaping ;  but,  teeing  no  pras- 
pect  of  getting  away,  he  took  to 
drinking,  which  he  contiaaed  even 
to  the  day  of  his  death ;  fsr  he  was 
observed  to  be  intoncatedf  eiea 
while  he  was  under  the  gallowi. 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn  on 
(he  nth  of  iVoTcmber,  1795. 

Tliis  malefactor  appears  to  have 
been  a  thief  almost  from  bis  cradle : 
his  habits  of  vice  increased  with  his 
growin«;  year«,  till  at  length  he 
dii*d.  in  a  most  ignomimoai  manner, 
a  victim  to  the  violated  laws  of  his 
country.  Examples  have  generally 
more  weight  than  precepts;  from 
that  of  Blake,  who  became  vidons 
at  so  early  a  period,  notwithstand- 
ing the  care  his  parents  took  to 
give  him  a  good  educatioBy  young 
people  should  learn  the  daty  of  gra- 
titude to  those  parents  who  are  kind 
and  thoughtful  enough  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  their  future  happi- 
ness by  proper  instractions  in  their 
youth. 

The  advantages  of  early  piety 
likewise  become  conspicuoas  from 
the  fate  of  those  who  neglect  reli- 
gion in  (he  early  part  of  life. 


•'I 
■    fat 


*  Jacub»  was  tlicu  •  (msoncff  bui  afterwardt  iraiisportcd. 
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Sh9rml,afttrtK»pa^fr 


JOHN  SHEPPARD, 


EXECUTEIl   rOR  nil 

'  JoRH  SuBPfAHD  MU  born  in 
SpiUlfitM*,  In  the  yrar  1 70S.  His 
fatbcr,  who  was  a  carpenter,  bore 
Ihe  chtrutcr  of  in  honest  man  ; 
ytst  be  hid  another  ion,  named 
Thumat,  who,  as  well  as  Jjck, 
turned  Hi  a  thief. 

The  falhw  dyinf;  while  the  hoy* 
were  mf  Tonng,  they  were  left  to 
the  care  of  tbe  mother,  who  placed 
Jack  at  a  ichool  in  Bithop«gate 
street^  where  he  remnined  two 
ytan,  and  wii  then  put  apprentice 
to  ■  carpenter.  He  hchaTed  with 
"••cencj  in  thii  place  for  about  four 
TMH,  when,  frequenting  the  Black 
lion  alehoute,  in  Drury  Lane,  he 
bewme  tcqiuiinted  with  tome  aban- 
doned women,  amonf;  whom  the 
prlnd[Ml    wai    eiisabeth    Lyon, 


otherwise  callt-d  Rdgworth  Ben, 
from  ihc  town  of  Edgworth,  where 
she  wni  born. 

While  he  continued  to  work  u 
a  carpenter,  he  often  committed 
robbt-Tii;*  in  (he  hoiiiei  where  he 
wf9  employed,  ilcaltng  tankardf|' 
■puotis,  and  oiher  article*,  which 
he  carried  to  Edpworth  Ben  ;  but, 
not  being  tutpcctcd  of  hiTing  com- 
mitted these  robbirici,  he  at  length 
molredtocommcnrc  housebreaker. 

Exclusive  of  Ellsworth  Ben,  he 
wasacquaintedwiLha  woman  named 
Maggot,  who  pennaded  him  to  rob  - 
the  hoQue  of  Mr.  Bains,  a  piece 
broker,  in  While  Ilorsc  Yard; 
and  Jack,  ha*in«  brought  away  a 
piece  of  fustian  from  ihence,  which 
he  dt'positcd  in  his  (nii>k,  went  af. 
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Mirardt  at  midnight,  and,  taking 
ttelMh  oat  of  the  oellar^windowy 
enterad,  and  stole  goods  and  aKHMj 
to  the  amount  of  m.  which  hecar. 
ricd  to  Ifa^ot. 

As  Sheppard  did  not  go  homo 
that  nighty  nor  tto  following  daj, 
his  master  snspected  that  he  had 
made  bod  conneaions,  and,  seareh- 
ing  his  tmnky  fonnd  the  piece  of 
fosthw  that  had  been  stolen ;  bnl 
Sheppard,  hearing  of  this,  broke 
open  Ids  master's  house  in  the  night, 
and  carried  off  the  fustian,  lest  it 
ihould  be  brought  in  evideoce 
against  him* 

Sheppard*s  master  sending  Intel. 
ligenee  to  Mr.  Bains  of  waat  1^ 
happened,  the  latter  looked  oter 
his  aoods,  and,,  aiissing  such  a  pieoe 
of  lustian  as  Ittd  been  described  to 
him,  suspected  that  Sheppard  must 
huTC  been  the  robber,  and  deter- 
mined to  have  him  taken  into  cns» 
tody;  bat  Jack,  hearing  of  the 
aflair,  went  fo  him,  and  threatened 
a  prosecution  for  scandal,  alleging 
that  he  had  received  the  piece  of 
fustian  from  his  mother,  who  bought 
it  for  him  in  Spitalfields.  The  mo- 
ther,  with  a  view  to  screen  her  son, 
declared  that  what  he  had  asserted 
was  true,  though  she  conid  not 
point  out  the  place  where  she  had 
made  the  purchase.  Though  thb 
story  was  not  credited,  Mr.  Bains 
did  not  take  any  farther  steps  in 
the  affair. 

Sheppard'si  master  seemed  willing 
to  think  well  of  him,  and  he  re- 
mained some  time  longer  in  the 
family  ;  but,  after  associating  him- 
self with  the  worst  of  company,  and 
frequently  staying  out  fite  whole 
night,  his  master  and  he  quarrelled, 
and  the  headstrong  youth  totally 
absconded  in  the  last  year  of  his 
Apprenticeship,  and  became  con- 
nected with  a  »et  of  f  iliaios  of  Jo- 
nathan Wild's  gang. 


Jack  now  worked  u  a  journey- 
carpenter,  with  a  view  to  the 
comasisilon  of  fobbery  ;  ami, 
beihg  employed  te  aarist  in  iupelr« 

a  the  house  of  a  gfintlenmn  in 
J  Fair,  he  took  an  oppiirluuMj 
of  carryftsg  off  a  sum  of  moam$  a 
quanti^  of  pUte,  some  goU  smpi 
and  four  soils  of  clothes. 

Not  kmg  after  this  EdgWMk 
Bess  was  appfchendsd,  and  lo^ed 
in  the  round  house  of  tike 
ofSt.  Giles's,  where  I 
to  visit  her,  and  the  bcMlle 
toadadthim.  he  knocked  hisMluma, 
broke  open  the  door,  and  iHihd 
her  off  hi  triumph;  aneaiiliiiiulMi 
acqnifui  Urn  a  hl^  d^grse  of  UM^It 
with  the  women  of  abandonui  iti^ 
racteTa 

In  the  month  of  Augm^  Ifll, 
Thomas  Sheppard,  the  brtlhir  tf 
Jack,  was  Indicted  at  theOMM- 
Icy  for  two  peUf  BlmsMi  aad, 
being  convicted,  was  burnt  in  the 
hand.  Soon  after  hb  dischaige, 
he  prevailed  on  Jack  to  lead  him 
forty  shillings,  and  take  him  as  a 
partner  in  his  robberies.  The  first 
act  they  committed  in  concert  was 
the  robbing  of  a  public  house  in 
Sotttbwark,  whence  they  carried  off 
some  money  and  wearing  apparel; 
but  Jack  permitted  hb  brother  to 
reap  the  whole  advantage  of  thb 
booty. 

Not  long  after  thb,  the  brothers, 
in  conjunction  with  Edgworth  Bess, 
broke  open  the  shop  of  Mrs.  Cook, 
a  linen-draper  in  Clare  Market, and 
carried  off  goods  to  the  vahm  of 
55i. ;  and  in  len  than  a  fsrtnight 
afterwards  stole  some  articles  from 
the  house  of  Mr.  Phillips,  in  Drury 
Lane. 

Tom  Sheppard,  going  to  sdi 
some  of  the  goods  stolen  at  Mis. 
Cook's,  was  apprehended,  and  com- 
mitted to  Newgate ;  when,  m  the 
hope  of  being  admitted  an  orideoqBi 
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he  inpeacbed  hit  brother  and  Edg.  ketaod  iheet  together,  and,  making 

worth  Bets ;  b'ut  they  were  sought  one  of  them  fast  to  a  bar  in  the 

for  n  vain.  window,  Edgworth  Bess  first  de- 

At  length  James  Sykes,  other-  scended,  and  Jack  followed  her. 
wise  ealM  Hell  and  Farj,  one  of  Hating  reached  the  yard,  (hcj 
Sheppard's  companions,  meeting  had  still  a  wall  of  twenty.two  feet 
with  him  In  St.  Giles's,  enticed  him  high  to  scale ;  but,  climbing  np  by 
faito  a  pnblic  house,  in  the  hope  of  the  locks  and  bolts  of  the  great 
lecelviog a  reward  for  apprehending  gate,  they  got  quite  out  of  the  pri« 
Um;  aiMl,  while  they  were  drink,  ton,  and  eflfocted  a  perfect  escape, 
log,  Srkes  sent  for  a  constable,  who  Sheppard's  fame  was  greatly  ce« 
took  Jack  into  custody,  and  carried  lebrated  among  the  lower  order  of 
him  befufe  a  magistrate,  who,  after  people  by  this  eiploit;  and  the 
a  short  enmimSion,  sent  him  into  thleTei  of  St  Giles's  courted  his 
St.  Giles's  round-house;  but  he  company.  Among  the  rest,  one 
broke  through  the  roof  of  that  Charles  Grace,  a  cooper,  begged 
pUoe,  aad  nuide  his  escape  in  the  that  he  would  take  him  as  an  asso- 
night  dale  in  his  robberies,  alleging,  u  a 
Within  a  short  time  after  this,  as  reason  for  this  request,  that  &e  girl 
Siteppard  aad  an  associate,  named  he  kept  was  so  eitra?agant,  that 
Bamoo,  were  crossing  Leicester  he  could  not  support  her  on  the 
neUs,  the  latter  endeaTOured  to  profits  of  his  own  thefts.  Sheppard 
pid(  a  gentleman's  pocket  of  hit  did  not  hesitate  to  make  this  new 
watch ;  hot,  fnllng  in  the  attempt,  connexion  ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
the  gentleaum  called  out  ^  A  pick,  said  that  he  did  not  admit  of  the 
poeketl'  on  which  Sheppard  was  partnership  with  a  ?iew  to  any  ad- 
taken,  and  lodged  in  St  Ann's  Tantage  to  himself,  but  that  Grace  • 
foaadUhouse,  where  he  was  Tisited  might  reap  the  profits  of  their  de- 
by  Edgworth  Bess,  who  was  de-  preidations. 

tidaed  on  suspicion  of  being  one  of        Sheppard  and  Grace  making  ac. 

his  aoeempUces.  quaintance  with  Anthony  Lamb,  an 

t  Oa  the  following  day  they  il^cre  apprentice  to  a  mathematical  in- 

.  canied  hefere  a  magistrate ;  and  strument  maker,  near  St.  Clement's 

'  somepciiaasappearing  who  charged  Church,  it  was  agreed  to  rob  a  gea- 

.  them  with  filiNdes,  they  were  com-  tieman  who  lodged  with  Lamb'a 

mitted  to  the  new  prison ;  and,  as  master,  and,  at  two  o'clock  in  the 

they  passed  for  husband  and  wife,  morning,   Lamb  let  in   the  ether 

2  they  wenr  permitted  to  lodge  to.^  Tillains,  who  stole  moniqr  and  efifocts 

^  gBther  in  a  room  known  by  the  to  a  large  amount.    They  put  the 

2  BSBie  of  Newgate  ward.  door  open,  and  Lamb  went  to  bed, 

«  Sheppard  being  Tisited  by  seToral  to    prerent    suspicion ;    but,  not- 

^  ^Usacquauitanee,  some  of  them  withstanding  this,   his  master  did 

r  famished  him  with  implements  to  suspect  htm,  and,  haying  him  taken 

^  sake  his  escape;   and,   early  in  into  eustody,.he  confess^  the  whole 

^  the  iKinimg,  a  few  days  after  his  affair  before  a  magistrate  ;and>  being 

«  msmitihent,  he  filed  off  his  fetters,  committed  to  Newgate,  he  was  trio^ 

^         ttd,  haf  ing  made  a  hole  in  the  wall,  cooTlcted,  and  recelTcd  sentence  to 
l|f  .       he  took  an  iron  bar  and  a  wooden    be  transported. 
^  I       oae  out  of  the  window ;  but,  as  the        On  the  same  day  Thomas  Shefi- 
1^         ^ht  from  which  he  was  to  detoend    pard,  the  brother  of  Jack,  waa  in- 
i"         was  twenty-fif  efMft,  he  tied  a  Man-    dieted  for  breaking  open  tiie  d wdU 
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ing-house  of  Mary  Cook,  and  steal- 
ing her  goods ;  and,  being  con- 
victed, was  sentenced  to  transporta- 
tion. 

Jack  Sheppard  not  being  in  cus- 
tody, he  and  Blueskin  committed  a 
number  of  daring  robberies,  and 
sometimes  disposed  of  the  stolen 
goods  to  William  Field.  Jack  used 
to  say  that  Field  wanted  courage  to 
commit  a  robbery,  though  he  was 
as  great  a  Tiilain  as  ever  eiistcd* 

Sheppard  seems  to  have  thought 
that  courage  consisted  in  villainy ; 
and,  if  this  were  the  case,  Field  had 
an  undoubted  claim  to  the  character 
of  a  man  of  courage ;  for  in  Octo- 
ber, 1721,  he  was  tried  upon  four 
indictments  for  felony  and  bur- 
glary; and  he  was  an  accomplice 
in  a  variety  of  robberies,  ile  was 
likewise  an  evidence  against  one  of 
his  associates  on  another  occasion. 

Sheppard  and  Blueskin  hired  a 
stable  ni-ar  the  Horse  Ferry,  West- 
minster, in  which  they  deposited 
their  stolen  goods,  till  they  cotild 
dispose  of  them  to  the  best  advan- 
tage ;  and  in  this  place  they  put  the 
woollen  cloth  which  was  stolen  from 
Mr.  Kneebone;  for  Sheppard  was 
concerned  in  this  robbery,  and  at 
the  sessions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
in  August,  17^,  ho  was  indicted 
for  several  offences;  and,  among  the 
rest,  for  breaking  and  entering  the  * 
house  of  William  Kneebone,  and 
stealing  108  yards  of  woollen  cloth, 
and  other  articles ;  and,  being  ca- 
pitally convicted,  received  sentence 
of  death. 

We  must  now  go  back  to  ob- 
serve, that  Sheppard  and  Blueskin, 
having  applied  to  Field  to  look  at 
these  goods,  and  procure  a  customer 
for  them,  he  promised  to  do  so; 
nor  was  he  worse  than  his  word, 
for  in  the  night  he  broke  open 
their  warehope,  ayd  stole  the  ill- 
gotten  profi^y)  and  then  gave  in- 
lonDMtlqn  )^aip&t  them  to  Jonathan 


Wild,  in  consequence  of  which  tkef 
were  apprehended. 

On  Monday,  the  30th  of  August, 
1724,  a  warrant  was  sent  ta  New- 
gate for  the  caecation  of  Sbeppud, 
with  other  convicts  under  sentence 
of  death. 

It  Is  proper  to  observe,  that  in 
the  old  gaol  of  Newgate  there  was, 
within  the  lodge,  a  hatch,  with  large 
iron  spikes,  which  hatch  opened 
into  a  dark  passage,  whence  there 
were  a  few  steps  into  the  condemned 
hold.  The  prisonen  being  per.s 
mitted  to  come  down  to  the  hatch  to 
speak  with  their  friends,  Sheppard, 
having  been  supplied  with  lostm. 
ments,  took  an  opportunity  of  cnt- 
ting  one  of  the  spikes  in  suck  a 
manner  that  it  might  be  easily 
broken  off. 

On  the  evening  of  the  above«aMO. 
tioned  30th  of  August,  two  women 
of  Sheppard's  acquaintance  going  to 
\lsit  him,  he  broke  off  the  spike, 
and,  thrusting  his  head  and  shonl. 
ders  through  the  space,  the  women 
pulled  him  down,  and  he  eilected 
his  escape,  not  withstanding  some  of 
the  keepers  were  at  that  tine  drink- 
ing at  the  other  end  of  the  lodge. 

On  the  day  after  his  escape  he 
went  to  a  public  house  in  SpitaU 
fields,  whence  he  sent  for  an  old  ac- 
quaintance, one  Page,  a  butcher  in 
Clare  Market,  and  advised  with  him 
how  to  render  his  escape  effectual 
for  his  future  preservation.  After 
deliberating  on  the  matter,  they 
agreed  to  go  to  Warnden,  in  North- 
amptonshire, where  Page  bad  some 
relations ;  and  they  had  no  sooner 
resolved  than  they  made  the  jour- 
ney ;  but  Page's  relations  treating 
him  with  indifference,  they  returned 
to  London,  after  being  absent  only 
about  a  week. 

On  the  night  after  their  return,  as 
they  were  walking  up  Fleet  Street 
together,  they  saw  a  watchmaker^ 
shop  open,  and  only  a  boy  attend* 
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Ing :  hftTing'  passed  (he  shop,  they 
:(firiied  back,  and  Sbcppard,  driving 
his  hand  through  the  window,  stole 
three  wafches,  with  which  they 
made  their  escape. 

Some  of  Sheppard's  old  acquaint, 
ance  informing  him  that  strict  search 
was  making  after  him,  he  and  Page 
retired  to  Ftnchlej,  in  hope  of  ly. 
ing  there  concealed  till  the  diligence 
of  the  gaol-kee|)ers  should  relax: 
bat  the  keepers  of  Newgate,  having 
intelligence  of  their  rt^trcat,  took 
Slieppard  into  custody,  and  con. 
^eytil  him  to  his  old  lodgings. 

Such  steps  were  now  taken  as 
were  thought  would  be  effectual  to 
prerent  his  future  escape.  He  was 
pat  into  a  strong  room  called  the 
Castle,  handcuffed,  loaded  with  a 
heavy -pair  of  irons,  and  chained  to 
a  staple  fiied  in  the  floor. 

The  cariosity  of  the  public  being 
greatly  excited  by  his  former  escape, 
he  was  visited  by  great  numbers  of 
people  of  all  ranks,  and  scarce  any 
ooe  left  him  without  making  him  a 
present  in  money  ;  though  he  would 
have  more  gladly  received  a  file,  a 
^^Mwner,  or  a  chisel ;  but  the  ut- 
most care  was  taken  that  none  of 
his  fbltors  should  furnish  him  with 
■vch  implements. 

.  oheppard,  nevertheless,  was  con. 
tinoally  employing  his  thoughts  on 
the  means  of  another  escape.  On 
the  14th  of  October  the  sessions 
hegao  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  the 
««pc«  being  much  engaged  in  at- 
t«wling  the  Court,  he  thought  they 
would  have  little  time  to  visit  him  ; 
•ad,  therefore,  the  present  juncture 
voald  be  the  most  favorable  to  car- 
fj  his  plan  into  execution. 

About  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
«oon  of  the  following  day  one  of 
the  keepers  carried  him  his  dinner  ; 
aad  having  carefully  examined  his 
wons,  and  finding  them  fast,  he  left 
hhn  for  the  day.. 

Some  days  before  this  Jack  had 


found  a  smallnail  in  the  room,  with 
which  he  could,  at  pleasure,  unlock 
the  padlock  that  went  from  the 
chain  to  the  staple  in  the  floor ;  and, 
In  his  own  account  of  this  transac- 
tion, he  siys,  *  that  he-  was  fre- 
quently about  the  room,  and  had 
several  times  slept  on  the  barracks, 
when  the  keepers  imagined  he  had 
not  been  out  of  his  chair.' 

The  keeper  had  not  left  him  more 
than  an  hour  when  he  began  his  ope* 
rations.  He  first  took  off  his  hand- 
cuffs, and  then  opened  the  padlock 
that  fastened  the  chain  to  the  staple. 
He  next,  by  mere  strength,  twisted 
ajBunder  a  small  link  of  the  chain' 
between  his  legs,  and  then,  drawing 
up  his  fetters  as  high  as  he  could, 
he  made  them  fast  with  his  garters. 

He  then  attempted  to  get  up  the 
chimney ;  but  had  not  advanced  far 
before  he  was  stopped  by  an  iron 
bar  that  went  across  it ;  on  which 
he  descended,  and  with  a  piece  of 
his  broken  chain  picked  out  the 
mortar,  and  moving  a  small  stone 
or  two,  about  six  feet  from  the  floor,' 
he  got  out  the  iron  bar,  which  was 
throe  feet  long,  and  an  inch  square, 
and  proved  very  ser?iccabic  to  him 
in  his  future  proceedings. 

He  in  a  short  time  made  such  a 
breach  as  to  enable  him  to  get  into 
the  red  room  over  the  castle  ;  and 
here  he  found  a  large  nail,  which  he 
made  use  of  in  his  farther  opera- 
tions. It  was  seven  years  since  the 
door  of  this  red  room  had  been 
opened ;  but  Sheppard  wrenched 
off  the  lock  in  less  than  se^en 
minutes,  and  got  into  the  passage 
leading  to  the  chapel.  In  this  place 
he  found  a  door  which  was  bolted 
on  the  opposite  side ;  but,  making  a 
hole  through  the  wall,  he  pushed 
the  bolt  back,  and  opened  it. 

Arriving  at  thcdoor  of  the  chapel, 
he  broke  off  one  of  the  iron  spikes, 
which  keeping  for  his  farther  use,' 
he  got  into  an  entry  between  the 
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cbipel  and  the  lower  leads*  The 
door  of  this  entry  was  remarkably 
strong,  and  fastened  with  a  large 
lock ;  and  night  now  coming  on^ 
Sheppard  was  obliged  to  work  in 
the  dark.  Notwithstanding  this 
disadfantage,  he  in  half  an  hour 
forced  open  the  box  of  the  lock, 
and  opened  the  door ;  but  thu  led 
him  to  another  room  still  more  diffi. 
cnlt,  for  it  was  barred  and  bolteil 
as  well  as  locked ;  however,  he 
wrenched  the  fillet  from  the  main 
post  of  the  door,  and  the  box  and 
staples  came  off  with  it 

It  was  now  eight  o'clock,  and 
Sheppard  found  no  farther  obstruc- 
tion to  his  proceedings ;  for  he  had 
only  one  other  dour  to  open,  which, 
being  bolted  on  the  inside,  was 
opened  nithout  difficulty,  and  he 
got  over  a  wall  to  the  upper  leads. 

His  next  consideration  was  how 
he  should  descend  with  the  greatest 
safety ;  accordingly  he  found  that 
the  most  convenient  place  for  him  to 
alight   on    would  be    the  turner's 
house  adjoining  to  Newgate;  but, 
as  it  would  have  been  dangerous  to 
have  jumped  to  such  a  depth,  he 
went  back  for  a  blanket  with  which 
he  used  to  cover  himself  when  he 
slept  in  the  castle,  and  endeavoured 
to  fasten  his  stocking  to  the  blanket 
to  ease  hb  descent ;  but,  not  being 
able  to  do  so,  he  was  compelled  to 
use  the  blanket  alone :  wherefore 
he  made  it  fa&t  to  the  wall  of  New- 
gate with  the  spike  that  be  took  out 
of  the  chapel ;  and,  sliding  down, 
dropped  on  the  turner's  leads  just 
as  the  clock  was  striking  nine.     It 
happened  that  the  door  of  the  garret 
next  the  turner's  leads  was  open, 
on  which  he  stole  softly  down  two 
pair  of  stairs,  and  heard  some  com- 
pany talking  in  a  room.     His  irons 
clinking,  a  woman   cried,  ^  What 
nobe  is  that  ?'  and  a  man  answered, 
^PerhMpB  the  dog  or  cat.' 
Sh^ppm^^  yi^ho  wafi  exceedingly 


fatigued,  lettmed  to  the  gamt,  adl 
laid  down  for  more  than  two  hoovs ; 
after  which  he  crept  down  once 
more  as  far  as  the  room  where  the 
company  were,  when  he  beaid  a 
gentleman  taking  leave  of  the  fami- 
ly, and  saw  the  maid  light  him  down 
stairs.  As  soon  as  the  maid  re- 
turned, be  rcioWed  to  veBture  all 
haxards ;  but,  in  stealiiig  down  the 
stairs,  he  stumbled  against  a  cham- 
ber door ;  bot,  instantly  recovering 
himself,  he  got  into  the  street. 

By  this  time  it  was  after  tw^e 
o'clock,  and,  passing  by  the  watch- 
house  of  St.  Sepulchre,  be  bid  the 
watchman  good  morrow,  and,  going 
up  Holborn,  he  turned  down  Gray's 
Inn  Lane,  and  about  two  in  the 
morning  got  into  the  fields  near 
Tottenham  Court,  where  be  took 
shelter  in  a  place  that  had  been  a 
cow-house,  and  slept  soundly  about 
three  hours.  lib  fetters  being  still 
on,  hb  legs  were  greatly  bruised 
and  swelled,  and  he  dreaded  the  ap- 
proach of  daylight,  lest  be  should 
be  discovered.  He  had  now  above 
forty  shillings  in  hb  possession,  but 
was  afraid  to  send  to  any  person  for 
assistance. 

At  seven  in  the  morning  it  began 
to  rain  hard,  and  continued  to  do  so 
all  day,  so  that  no  person  appealed 
in  the  fields ;  and  during  thb  melan* 
choly  day  he  wonid,  to  usehb  own 
expression,  have  gives  hb  right  hand 
for    'a  hammer,  a  ehisel,  and  a 
punch.'      Night  coming  on,  and 
being  pressed  by  hunger,  he  ven- 
tured  to  a  little  chandler's  shop  in 
Tottenham  Court  Koad,  where  he 
got  a  snpply  of  bread  and  cheese, 
small  beer,  and  some  other  neces- 
saries, hiding  hb  irons  with  a  long 
great  coat     He  asked  the  woman 
of  the  house  for  a  hammer ;  but  she 
had  no  such  ntensil ;  on  which  he 
retired  to  the  cow-honse,  where  be 
slept  that  night,  aud  remained  all 
tbe  nexl  4ay. 
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At  night  be  went  again  to  tlie 
chandler's  shop,   supplied  himself 
with  pro? isionsy  and  returned  to  his 
hi£ng*place.  At  six  the  next  morn- 
ing, wirich  was  Sunday,  he  began  to 
Imt  the  hasib  of  his  fetters  with  a 
stone,  in  order  to  bring  them  to  an 
OTal  ifdrai,  to  slip  his  heels  through. 
In  die  afternoon,  the  master  of  the 
eow*hottse  coming  thither,  and  see- 
iBg  his  irons,  said,   *  For  God's 
salce,  who  are  you  ?'      Sheppard 
said  he  was  an  unfortunate  young 
f4rilow,  who  haring  had  a  bastard 
child  sworn  to  him,  and  not.  being 
able  to  gife  security  to  the  parish 
for  its  support,  he  had  been  sent  to 
Bridewell,  from   whence   he    had 
made  his  escape.     The  man   said 
that  if  that  was  all  it  did  not  much 
dgnify ;  bat  he  did  not  care  how 
sota  he  was  gone,  for  he  did  not 
like  his  looks. 

Soon  after  he  was  gone  Sheppard 
saw  a  journeyman  shoemaker,  to 
whom  be  told  the  same  story  of  the 
bastard  child,  and  ofTercd  him 
twenty  shillings  if  he  would  pro- 
cure hiffl  a  smith's  hammer  and  a 
punch.  The  poor  man,  tempted  by 
the  reward,  procured  them  accord. 
b4ljstnd  assisted  him  in  getting 
rid  of  hb  irons,  which  work  was 

^•■pleted  by  fife  o'clock  in  the 
efcnlng. 

When  night  came  on,  our  ad. 
▼Mtarer  tied  a  handkerchief  about 
his  held,  tore  his  woollen  cap  in 
wveral  phices,  and  likewise  tore  his 
coat  and  stockings,  so  as  to  haTe 
the  appearance  of  a  beggar ;  and  in 
tUs  condifion  he  went  to  a  cellar 

^  near  Charing  Cross,  where  he  sup- 
ped on  roasted  real,  and  listened  to 
the  eouTersation  of  the  company, 

M\  of  whom  were  talking  of  the 
CKipe  of  Sheppard. 

On  the  Monday  he  sheltered  him- 
sdf  at  a  public  house  of  little  trade 

*  ta  Rupert  Street^  and,  conversing 


with  the  landlady  about  Shepparfl, 
he  told  her  it  was  impossible  for  him 
to  get  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  the 
keepers  would  certainly  have  him 
again  in  a  few  days;  on  which  the 
woman  wished  that  a  cnrse  might 
fall  on  those  who  should  betray 
him.  Remaining  in  this  place  till 
evening,  he  went  into  the  Hay  mar. 
ket,  where  a  crowd  of  people  were 
surrounding  two  ballad- singers,  and 
listening  to  a  song  made  on  his  ad- 
ventures and  escape. 

On  the  next  day  he  hired  a  gar- 
ret in  Newport  Market,  and  soon 
afterwards,  dressing  himself  like  a 
porter,  he  went  to  Blackfriars,  to 
the  house  of  Mr.  Applebee,  printer 
of  the  dying  speeches,  and  delivered 
a  letter,  in  which  ho  ridiculed  tho 
printer  and 'the  Ordinary  of  New 
gate,  and  enclosed  a  letter  for  one  of 
the  keepers  of  Newgate. 

Some  nights  after  this  he  broke 
open  the  shop  of  Mr.  Rawlins,  a 
pawnbroker,  in  Drury  Lane,  where 
he  stole  a  sword,  a  suit  of  wearing 
apparel,  some  snuff-boxes,  rings, 
watches,  and  other  effects  to  a  con- 
siderable amount.  Determining  to 
make  the  appearance  of  a  gentleman 
among  his  old  acquaintance  in  Drury 
Lane  and  Clare  Market,  he  dressed 
himself  in  a  suit  of  black  and  a  tie- 
wig,  wore  a  ruffled  shirt,  a  silrcr- 
hilted  sword,  a  diamond  ring,  and  a 
gold  watch,  though  he  knew  that 
diligent  search  was  making  after  him 
at  that  rery  time. 

On  the  31st  of  October  he  dined 
with  two  women  at  a  public  house 
in  Newgate  Street,  and  about  four 
in  the  afternoon  they  all  passed  un- 
der Newgate  in  a  hackney-coach, 
having  first  drawn  op  the  blinds. 
Going  in  the  evening  to  a  public 
house  in  Maypole  Alley,  Clare 
Market,  Sheppard  sent  for  his 
mother,  and  treated  her  with 
brandy,    when   the    poor    woman 
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dropped  on  her  kncce^  and  bcf^ged 
he  would  immediately  quit  the  king* 
dom,  which  he  promised  to  do,  but 
had  no  intention  of  keeping  his 
word. 

iking  now  grown  valiiint  through 
an  excess  of  liquor,  he  wandered 
from  alehouses  to  gin-shops  in  the 
neighbourhood  till  near  twelfe 
o'clock  at  night,  when  he  was  ap. 
prchi'ndcd  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
formation  of  an  alehouse  boy,  who 
knew  him.  When  taken  into  cus. 
tody  he  was  quite  senseless,  fro^n 
the  quantity  and  variety  of  liquors 
he  had  drank,  and  was  conveyed  to 
Newgute  in  a  cuach,  without  being 
capable  of  making  the  least  resist, 
ance,  though  he  had  then  tno  pis. 
tols  in  his  possession. 

His  fame  was  now  so  much  in- 
creased by  his  exploits  that  he  was 
visited  by  great  numbers  of  people, 
and  some  of  them  of  the  highest 
quality.  IJc  endeavoured  to  divert 
them  by  a  recital  of  the  particulars 
of  many  robberies  in  >%hich  he  had 
been  concerned  i  and  uhcn  any 
nobleman  came  to  sec  him,  he  never 
failed  to  bt*g  that  he  would  inter, 
cede  with  the  kiui;  for  a  pardon,  to 
which  he  thought  that  his  singular 
dexterity  gave  him  some  prctenhions. 

Having  been  already  convicted, 
he  was  carried  to  the  bar  of  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  on  the  lOth 
of  November ;  and  the  record  of  his 
conviction  being  read,  and  an  afli. 
davit  beiug  made  that  he  was  the 
same  John  Sheppard  mentioned  in 
the  record,  sentence  of  death  was 
passed  on  him  by  Mr.  Justice 
Powis,  and  a  rule  of  Court  uas 
made  for  his  execution  on  the  Mon- 
day following. 

He  regularly  attended  the  prayers 
in  the  chapel;  but,  though  he  be. 
hated  with  decency  there,  he  af. 
fected  mirth  before  he  went  thither, 
and  endeavoured  to  prevent  any  de- 


grac  of  seriousness  among  the  •llier 
prisoners  on  their  return. 

£ven  when  the  day  of  execotMin 
arrived,  Sheppard  did  not  appear  to 
ha?e  gtven  over  all  expectations  of 
eluding  justice ;  for,having  been  fur. 
nished  uith  a  penknife,  he  put  it 
in  his  pocket,  with  a  view,  when 
the  melancholy  proceuion  came  op. 
posito  Little  Turnstile,  to  have  cut 
the  cord  that  bound  his  arms,  and, 
throwing  himself  out  of  the  cart 
among  the  crowd,  to  have  run 
through  the  narrow  passage,  where 
the  sheriflfs'  officers  could  not  follow 
on  horseback  ;  and  be  had  no  doubt 
but  he  should  make  his  escape  by 
the  assistance  of  tlie  mob. 

It  is  not  im|)os8ible  but  this 
scheme  might  have  sueci*eded  ;  but, 
before  Sheppard  left  the  press-yard, 
one  W^atson,  an  officer,  searching 
his  pockets,  found  the  knife,  and 
was  cut  with  it  so  as  to  occasion  a 
great  effusion  of  blood. 

Sheppard  had  yet  a  farther  view 
to  his  preservation  even  after  exe- 
cution ;  for  he  desired  his  acquaint, 
ance  to  put  him  into  a  warm  bed 
as  soon  as  he  should  be  cut  down, 
and  to  try  to  open  a  vein,  which  he 
had  been  told  would  restore  him  to 
life. 

He  behaved  with  great  decency 
at  the  place  of  execution,  and  con. 
fesscd  the  having  committed  two 
robberies,  for  which  he  had  been  ^ 
tried  and  acquitted.     Hcsuflcredin    * 
the  23d  year  of  his  age,  on  the  I6lh 
of  November,  1724.     He  died  with 
difficulty,  and  was  much  pitied  by    ; 
the  surrounding  multitude.     When 
he  was  cut  down«  his  body  was  de*  t 
livered  to  his  friends,  who  carried^ 
him  to  a  public  house  in  Long  Acre, 
whence  he  was  removed  in  theevi 
ing,  and  buried  in  the  churchyard 
of  St.  Martin  in  the  Fields. 

No  public  robber  ever  obtained 
more  notoriety ;  no  violator  of  the  % 
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He  was,  for  a  considerable  timo, 
the  principal  nabjectof  conTcrsalion 
in  all  ranks  of  society.  HiMiortes 
of  bi«  life  iuned  from  the  press 
in  a  Tariety  of  forms.  A  panto, 
mime  entertainment  was  brought 
forward  at  the  royal  theatre .  of 
Drury  Lane,  called  ^  Harlequin 
Sheppardy'  wherein  his  adfentores, 
prison-breakings,  and  other  eztnu 
ordinary  escapes,  were  represented. 
Another  dramatic  work  was  pub* 
lishcd,  as  a  farce  of  three  acts,  called 
*  The  Prison  Breaker ;  or,  The  Ad- 
ventures of  John  Sheppard ;'  and  a 
part  of  it,  with  songs,  catches,  and 
glees  added,  was  performed  at  Bar- 
tholomew Fair,  under  the  title  of 
'  The  Quaker's  Opera.'  The  clergy 
also  preached  his  adrentures;  and 
the  following  is  part  of  a  sermon 
preached  on  the  occasion,  warning 
people  against  following  the  steps 
of  this  notorious  character: 

^  Now,  my  .beloved,  what  a  me- 
lancholy consideration  it  is  that 
men  should  show  so  much  regard  for 
the  preservation  of  a  poor  perishing 
body,  that  can  remain  at  most  but 


law  had  more  hair-breadtli  escapes 
than  jack  Sheppard.  He  found 
employ snent  for  the  bar,  the  pulpit, 
and  the  stage.  The  arts,  too,  were 
busied  in  handing  to  posterity  a 
memoranda  for  us  never  to  follow 
the  example  of  Jack  Sheppard. 

Sir  James  Thornhill,*  the  first 
painter  of  the  day,  painted  his  por- 
trait, from  which  engravings  in  mez- 
zotinto  were  made,  and  the  few  still 
in  preservatbn  are  objects  of  cu. 
riosity.  On  this  subject  the  foU 
lowing  lines  were  written  at  the 
time: 

'  TliornbiU,  'lii  thine  to  gild  with  fame 
Th'  obvcure,  and  raise  the  humble  name  ', 
To  make  the  form  elode  the  grave. 
And  Sheppard  from  oblivion  save. 

Tbo'  life  ill  vain  the  wretch  implores, 
Ao  exile  on  the  fartheit  tlioresi. 
Thy  pencil  brings  a  kind  reprieve, 
And  bids  the  djing  robber  live. 

Tliis  piece  to  latest  time  shall  stand. 
And  show  the  wonders  of  thy  hand. 
Thus  former  masters  grac'd  their  name. 
And  gave  egregious  robbers  fame. 

Appelles  Alexander  drew, 

Casar  is  to  Aurelius  doc  ; 

Cromwell  in  Lily's  works  doth  shine. 

And  Sheppard/rbornhill,  lives  in  thine.' 

•  Thu  celebrated  painter,  whilst  decorating  the  dome  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  nearly 
fell  a  victim  to  hit  seal  in  that  undertaking.  One  day,  when  pursuing  bis  task  on  the 
acaffold  erected  ivand  the  dome  for  that  purpoae,  he  kept  walking  backwards,  surveying 
the  effect  of  his  work,  until  he  had  nearly  approached  the  edge,  from  which  another  step 
would  have  jntcipitated  him.  At  this  instant  his  servant,  who  perceived  the  danger  bis 
master  was  in,  with  a  wonderful  presence  of  mind  seixcd  a  pot  of  colour,  and  threw  it 
over  the  paintiqg.  This  caused  Sir  James  to  rush  forward  for  the  preservation  of  his 
work,  and  he  wu  thus  saved  from  being  dashed  to  pieces,  which,  but  for  this  timely  inter- 
vention, mart  have  been  his  fate.  Thia  eminent  man  painted  the  whole  of  the  cupola  of 
St.  Paol's,  4Dd  also  the  halls  of  Greenwich  Hospiul  and  Blenheim.  He  wai  born  in 
1673,  and  was  originally  a  house-painter,  but  afterwards  applied  himself  to  historical 
sabject^  and  eqaalled  the  best  painters  of  his  time.  In  1719  he  was  appointed  Histori- 
cal Pajnlcf  to  George  I.  and,  shortly  aAerwarda,  was  created  a  Knight.  H^  was  em- 
pl^ed  in  several  extensive  works,  for  which  he  was  in  general  very  inadequately  paid  ; 
and,  at  times,  even  found  it  difficult  to  obtain  the  stipulated  price.  His  demands  were 
entested  at  Greenwich  Hospital,  although  he  only  received  t5».  a  square  yard :  abou 
jj*  *■«  time  a  foreigner,  for  dotng  less  work  at  Montague  House,  received  tOOOL  fo 
Mviwk,  besides  SOOlI  for  his  diet.  For  St.  Paul's  he  received  40s.  a  square  yard.  He 
siio  decorated  More  Park,  but  was  obliged  to  sue  Mr.  Styles  for  it ;  he,  however,  not 
only  recovered  3,500Z.  the  sum  agreed  to  be  paid  him,  but  fiOOl,  more  for  decorationa 
•boat  the  house.  Notwithstanding  these  difficulties,  he  acquired  a  considerable  fortune, 
•nd  was  several  vears  in  Parliament ;  be  was  also  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society.  Hit 
temu  was  equally  happy  in  hiatorv,  allegory,  landscape,  and  architecture ;  he  even  prac- 
tiied  the  last  science  as  a  man  of  business,  and  built  several  houses.  He  died  in  1734, 
in  the  same  place  where  he  was  bom.  He  left  a  son,  who  followed  his  father's  profession ; 
iod  a  daughter,  who  married  the  celebrated  Hogarth. 
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a  few  yetrt)  and  at  the  tame  time 
be  so  onaccountably  negligent  of  a 
precious  soul,  which  must  continue 
to  the  age  of  eternity!  O,  what 
care,  what  pains,  what  diligence,  and 
wliat  contiif  ances,  are  made  use  of 
for,  and  laid  out  upon,  these  frail  and 
tottering  tabernacles  of  clay  :  when, 
alas !  the  aoUer  part  of  us  is  allowed 
so  Tory  small  a  share  of  oar  concern, 
that  we  scarce  will  glTc  ourselves 
the  trouble  of  bestowing  a  thought 
upon  it ! 

^  We  ha?e  a  remarkable  instance 
of  this  in  a  notorious  malefactor, 
well  known  by  the  name  of  Jack 
Sheppard !  What  amazing  difficulties 
has  he  o?ercomo,  what  astonishing 


things  has  he  performed,  for  the 
sake  of  a  stinking  miserable  careass , 
hardly  worth  hanging !  How  dei. 
terously  did  he  pick  the  padlock  of 
his  chain  with  a  crooked  nail !  how 
manfully  did  he  bunt  his  fstten 
asunder,  climb  np  the  diimney, 
wrench  out  an  iron  bar,  break  hb 
way  through  a  stone  wall,  and  make 
the  strong  doors  of  a  dark  entry  fly 
before  him,  till  he  got  upon  the 
leads  of  the  prison ;  and  dien,  fixing 
a  blanket  to  the  wall  with  a  spike 
he  stole  ont  of  the  chapel,  how  in. 
trepldly  did  he  descend  to  the  top  of 
the  turner's  house,  and  how  cau. 
tiously  pass  down  the  stair,  and 
make  his  escape  at  the  street^oor !' 


EDWARD  BURNWORTH,  WILLIAM  BLEWITT,  EMANUEL 
DICKENSON,  THOMAS  BERRY,  JOHN  LEGEB,  JOHN 
H16GS,  AND MARJORAM, 


HUNG  FOR  MURDER. 


Edward  Burnworth,  the  cap. 
tain  of  this  gang,  was  bom  in  Moor, 
fields,  I^ndon.  His  father  was  a 
painter,  and  placed  his  son  appren- 
tice to  a  bncklc-roaker  in  Grub 
Street;  in  which  situation  he  did 
not  remain  long,  ha? ing  given  him. 
self  up  to  the  company  of  loose  and 
disorderly  young  men.  His  initia- 
tion into  Ticious  habits  took  place 
at  an  infamous  place  of  low  direr- 
sion,  called  the  Ring,  near  his  fa. 
ther's  place  of  residence,  and  where, 
it  appears,  he  eicelled  in  the  Tulgar 
art  of  cudgel-playing. 

He  soon  commenced  pickpocket, 
and  through  the  gradations  in  ?il. 
lainy,  which  we  have  already  de. 
scribed,  became  a  general  thief.  As 
a  pickpocket,  he  frequented  erery 
public  place  in  and  near  the  city*  He 
used  to  steal  snufi-boies,  watches, 
handkerchiefs,  pocket-books,  '&c. 
At  length  he  was  apprehended,  and 
lodged  in  the  new  prison,  from  which . 
he  found  means  to  escape,  and  re. 
ncwcd  bis  former  occupation,  but 


with  more  circumspection,  nsoally 
lounging  about  the  fields  near  Lon. 
don  during  the  day.time,  and  re. 
turning  to  town  at  night  ra  search 
of  prey.  He  was  a  remarkably 
daring  villain,  and  constantly  car. 
ried  pistols  about  him,  to  aid  hia 
to  make  a  readier  escape  in  ease  of 
detection. 

Going  into  a  public  house  in  the 
Old  Bailey,  the  landlord  t<dd  him 
that  Quilt  Arnold,  one  of  Jonathan 
Wild*s  men,  who  had  been  seeking 
him  some  days,  was  then  in  the 
house.  Hereupon  Burnworth  went 
backwards  to  a  room  whera  Arnold 
was  sitting  alone,  and,  presenting  a 
pistol,  upbraided  him  for  endea- 
Touring  to  injure  his  old  acquaint, 
ancc,  Arnold  having  been  a  brother 
thief.  Burnworth  then  called  for  a 
glass  of  brandy,  and,  putting  some 
gunpowder  in  it,  compelled  the 
other  to  drink  it  on  his  knees,  and 
swear  that  he  would  never  seek  for 
him  in  future.  He  was  once  wMppcd 
at  the  cart's  tail  for  a  theft 


\, 
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WilHini  Blewitf»  anotlier  of  this 
gtog,  wai  the  soa  of  poor  parents 
near  Cripplegate,  who  apprenticed 
him  to  aglofer;  hot,  before  he  had 
jenred  abore  three  jrears  of  lus  time, 
he  assoehUed  with  ill  company,  and 
became  a  pickpocket  and  houie- 
breaker. 

Having  been  appreliended  and 
lodged  in  Newgate,  he  was  tried  for 
an  offeoeei  of  which  he  was  con. 
ticted,  and  sentenced  to  be  trans- 
ported  for  ser en  jeart ;  in  conse* 
queoce  of  whkh  he  was  put  on 
board  a  ship  in  the  riTer,  in  com- 
panj  with  sereral  other  felons* 
Some  of  these  had  procured  saws 
and  files  to  be  concealed  in  cakes  of 
gingerbread,  and  by  means  of  these 
instruments  thej  hoped  to  effect 
their  escape  before  the  ship  sailed 
to  any  distance. 

Blewitt,  haTing  dbcoTcred  their 
intendoa,  dIscloMd  it  to  the  cap. 
tain  of  the  fessel,  who  seized  the 
implements,  and  gave  Blewitt  his 
liberty,  as  a  reward  for  the  infer, 
mation.*  But  he  was  no  sooniir  at 
large  than  ho  returned  to  his  old 
pnetices,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  was  apprehended,  and  committed 
to  Newgirte.  At  the  following  ses- 
sions he  was  faidictcd  for  return, 
ing  from  transportation ;  and,  be. 
hig  convMed,  recei? ed  sentence  of 
death ;  bat  he  pleaded  the  service 
he  had  done  by  preventing  the 
Mcapeof  the  prisoners  in  the  river ; 
en  wUeh  he  wu  reprieved  till  the 
ratam  ef  the  vessel  from  America ; 
when  hil  allegations  being  found  to 
be  trae^  he  was  pardon^,  on  the 
condidon  of  transporting  himself. 
This,  however,  he  neglect  to  do ; 
hat  got  into  the  company  of  Bum- 
vortb.  Berry,  Legee,  and  Higgs, 
^  three  Ust  having  been  thieves 
from  their  infancy. 


At  this  time  there  was  a  gin.sho|» 
kept  in  the  Mint,  SonChwark,  by  a 
man  named  Ball,  whose  character 
was  similar  to  that  of  Jonathan 
Wild.  Ball,  who  had  been  hlms^f 
a  thief,  threatencfl  that  he  would 
cause  Burn  worth  to  be  taken  iwlo 
custody.  The  latter,  hearing  of 
this  drcu instance,  resolved  on  the 
mnrder  of  Ball,  and  engaged  his 
accomplices  in  the  eiecutlon  of  tiie 
plan. 

Previous  to  this,  while  they  were 
drinking  at  Islington,  Burnworth 
proposed  to  break  open  and  rob  iht 
house  of  a  magistrate  in  Clcrken^ 
well,  who  had  distinguished  himsAf 
by  his  diligence  in  causioff  thieves  to 
be  apprehended  ;  and  this  robbery 
was  proposed  more  from  motives  of 
revenge  than  of  gain.  They  soon 
eiecnted  their  design,  and  robbed 
the  house  of  what  they  thooght  a 
large  quantity  of  plate,  which  they 
carried  to  Copenhagen  House,  at 
that  time  a  public  house  of  ill  fame; 
but,  on  examining  the  supposed 
treasure,  they  discovered  that  it  was 
only  brass  covered  with  silver,  oa 
which  they  threw  it  into  the  New 
River. 

The  following  day,  while  they 
were  carousing,  one  of  their  asso- 
ciates came  and  informed  them  thai 
some  peace-officers  were  waiting  for 
them  in  Chick  Lane,  -a  place  they 
greatly  frequented.  Thus  informed, 
they  kept  in  a  body,  and  concealed 
their  pistols  and  cntlassea  under 
their  clothes. 

On  the  approach  of  evening  they 
ventured  toward!}  London,  and,  hav- 
ing got  as  far  as  Tornmill  Street^ 
the  keeper  of  Clerkenwell  Bride- 
well, happening  to  see  them,  called 
to  Burnworth,  aud  said  he  wanted 
to  speak  with  him.  Bnrnworth  he^ 
sitated ;  but  the  other  assuring  hhn 


*  Thk  wu  astOBiing  •  power  ^hich  was  never  givwi  to  any  captain  of  a  vcnel. 
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tbat  he  iBtendt-d  no  injury,  and  tho 
thief  being  confident  that  hu  asso- 
ciates nould  not  desert  him,  swore 
he  did  not  regard  the  keeper,  whom 
he  advanced  to  meet  with  the  pistol 
ID  hb  hand,  the  other  rognes  wait* 
ing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street, 
armed  with  cu I  lasses  and  pistols. 

This  singular  spectacle  attracting 
the  attention  of  the  populace,  a  con- 
siderable crowd  soon  gathered  round 
them,  on  which  Burnworth  joined 
his  companions,  who  kept  together, 
and,  facing  the  people,  retired  in  a 
bodj,  presenting  their  pistols,  and 
swearing  that  they  would  fire  on 
any  one  who  should  offer  to  molest 
them. 

Thus  they  retreated  as  far  as 
Battle  Bridge,  and  then,  making  a 
circle  round  the  fields,  entered  Lon. 
don  by  a  different  aTcnue,  and,  going 
to  Blackfriars,  took  a  boat,  and 
crossed  the  Thames.  Having  landed 
at  the  Banksidc,  Southwark,  they 
went  to  a  place  called  the  Music 
House,  which  was  at  that  time  much 
frequented  by  people  of  dissolute 
characters.  Here  they  continued 
drinking  some  time,  and  then  went 
into  St.  George's  Fields,  where 
Burnworth  re- pro  posed  the  murder 
of  Ball,  on  account  of  the  threat 
that  he  had  issued. 

All  the  company  readily  agreed, 
except  UiggS|  who  said  he  would 
have  no  concern  in  murder  ;  how. 
ever,  the  others  forced  him  with 
them :  it  was  dark  when  they  arrived 
at  Ball's  house,  and  Iliggs  waited  at 
the  door  while  the  rest  went  in. 

Ball's  wife  told  them  he  was  at 
an  alehouse  in  the  neighbourhood, 
but  she  would  go  and  call  him,  which 
she  accordingly  did :  he  no  sooner 
got  to  the  door  of  his  own  house 
than  Burnworth  seised  him  and 
dragged  him  in,  reproaching  him 
with  treachery,  in  intending  to  be- 
tray  his  old  acquaintance. 


Ai  thcsie  desperadoes  were'arined 
with  pistols,  Ball,  trembling  with 
just  apprehension  for  his  life,  and 
dropping  on  his  knees,  earnestly  en- 
treated that  they  would  not  murder 
him ;  but  Burnworth,  swearing  that 
Jie  should  never  obtain  the  reward 
for  betrsying  him,  shot  him  dead  on 
the  spot,  while  thus  begging  for  his 
life. 

The  murder  was  no  sooner  perpe- 
trated than  they  all  sallied  forth 
into  the  street ;  when  Blewitt,  sup- 
posing that  the  report  of  the  pistol 
might  alarm  the  ndghboun,  fired 
another  into  the  air,  saying,  '  We 
are  now  safe  in  town,  and  there  is 
no  fear  of  rogues;'  thereby  infl- 
mating  that  they  had  come  oot  of 
the  country,  whither  they  had  taken 
pistols  for  their  protection. 

Iliggs  had  left  his  companions  as 
soon  as  the  murder  was  committed ; 
but,  on  their  way  to  the  Falcon 
Stairs,  where  they  intended  to  take 
a  boat,  they  met  with  him  again, 
when  Burnworth  proposed  to  mur- 
der  him,  as  they  had  done  Ball ; 
but  Marjoram,  an  old  acquaintance, 
whom  they  had  just  met,  interceded 
for  his  life,  which  was  granted,  on 
condition  that,  for.  the  future,  he 
should  behave  with  greater  courage. 

They  now  crossed  the  Thames, 
and  went  to  the  Boar's  Read  tavern, 
in  Smith  field,  where,  not  being 
known,  they  were  under  no  appre^ 
hension  of  detection.  Here  they 
remained  till  ten  at  night,  and  then 
parted  in  different  gangs,  to  commit 
separate  robberies. 

Some  days  after  this,  Dickenson, 
Berry,  and  Blewitt,  having  obtained 
a  large  booty,  went  to  Harwich, 
and  sailed  in  the  packet-boat  to 
Holland. 

In  the  mean  time  Higgs  went  to 
Portsmouth,  and  entered  on  board 
the  Monroonth  man  of  war;  but 
his  brother,  happening  to  meet  the 
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iBAte  of  a  ship  in  J^ndon,  gave  hhn 
a  letter  to'deli? er  to  him.  The  mate, 
going  accidentally  into  a  public 
homo  in  Smithfield,  heard  the  name 
of  HiggI  mentioned  by  tome  people 
who  were  talkii^  of  the  murder, 
among  whom  was  a  watchman, 
whom  the  mate  told  that  he  had  a 
letter  to  carry  to  one  Higgs.  On 
this  the  watchman  went  to  the  under 
secretary  of  state,  and  mentioned 
what  ho  had  heard  and  suspected* 
Hereupon  the  watchman,  and  two 
of  the  king's  messengers,  being  dis- 
patched  to  Portsmouth,  HIggs  was 
taken  into  custody,  brought  to  Lon. 
don,  aiid  committed  to  Newj^ate. 

Still  Uurnworth,  and  the  rest  of 
his  associates,  continued  to  defy  the 
laws  in  the  most  o|>en  manner. 
Htfing  stopped  the  Earl  of  liar- 
borough's  chair,  during  broad  day- 
light, in  Piccadilly,  one  of  the  chair- 
men  palled  out  a  polo  of  the  chair, 
and  knocked  down  one  of  the  tiU 
lains,  while  the  earl  came  out,  drew 
his  sword,  and  put  the  rest  to  flight ; 
but  not  before  they  had  raised  their 
wounded  companion,  whom  they 
took  off  with  them. 
•  The  number  of  daring  robberies 
which,  were  now  daily  committed 
were  so  alarming,  that  the  king 
issued  a  proclamation  for  appre- 
bendirig  the  offenders,  and  a  pardon 
was  offered  to  any  one  who  would 
impirach  his  .  accomplices,  except 
Samwocth,  .who  was  justly  con- 
Hderad  ai  the  priocipal    of   the 

.  MarjonuB  happened  to  be  drink, 
uigiat  a  pahlic  house  in  Whitecross 
Straeft one  night,  when  a^ gentleman 
Wie  In  rand  read  the  royal  procla- 
natiooi  Thecompany  present  knew 
nothing  of  Marjoram;  but  be,  a  p.. 
PKhending  that  some  of  his  accom- 
plices would. become  an  evidence  if 
tedid.not,  epplleditoa  constable  in 
ajiithlield,  and  desired  him  to  Uke 
bim  before  the  loid  mayor. 


By  this  time  the  eTenlniMM  fiur 
advanced,  on  which  MarjmV  wai 
lodged  in  the  Compter  for  that 
night,  and,  being  taken  to  GnUdhall 
the  next  day,  he  ducof ered  all  the 
circumstances  that  he  knew,  and  Ib» 
formed  the  lord  mayor  that  Lggee 
lodged  in  Whitecross  Street :  he  was 
almost  immediately  apprehended, 
and  committed  to  Newgate  the  same 
day. 

-  The  circumstance  of  Marjoram 
haTing  turned  CTidence  tieing  now 
the  public  topic,  John  Barton,  a 
fellow  who  had  been  some  time 
connected  with  Bnrnworth  and  hb 
gang,  provided  a  loaded  pistol,  andj 
placing  himself  near  Goldsmiths? 
Hall,  took  an  opportunity,  when 
the  officers  were  conducting  Mar* 
joram  before  the  lord  mayor,  to 
fire  at  him ;  but  iMarjoraro,  obsenr- 
ing  him  advancing,  stooped  down^ 
so  that  the  ball  grazed  his  back  only. 
The  suddenness  of  this  action,  and 
the  surprise  it  occasioned,  gaTe.Bar« 
ton  an  opportnnity  of  effecting  his 
escape. 

About  this  time  one  Wilson,  who 
had  likewise  belonged  to  the  gang,- 
quitted  London;  but,  being appre« 
bended  about  two  y tsars  afterwards, 
he  was  hanged  at  Kingston,  in  Surrey. 
In  the  mean  time  Burn  worth  con- 
tinued at  large,  committing  depre- 
dations  on  the  public,  and  appearing 
openly  in  the  streets,  notwithstand« 
ing  tho  proclamations  issued  to  ap- 
prehend him. 

He  broke  open  the  house  of  a 
distiller  in  Clare  Market,  and  car- 
tied  off  a  great  number  of  bank 
notes ;  in  consequence  of  which  an*, 
other  proclamation,  was  issued,  and 
three  hundred  pounds  were  offered 
for  taking  him  into  custody :  not- 
withstanding he  still  appeared  at 
large,  and  gave  the  following  among 
other  proofs  of  his  audacity.  Sitting 
down  at  the  door  of  a  public  honie 
in   Holborn,    where  he   was.  well 
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loioa^^  ctlled  for  a  pint  of  beer, 
and  Wmk  it,  holding  a  piitol  in  hu 
handj  by  waj  of  protection:  1m 
tlMO  paid  for  hb  beer,  and  went  off 
with  the  greatest  apparent  ancon* 


At  tUt  tiaM  he  kept  conpany 
with  two  iafaanoni  women,  one  of 
whom  was  the  wife  of  a  nun  named 
Leonard,  who,  haTing  belonged  to 
the  gang,  thought  to  recommend 
himself  to  mercy  by  the  apprehen- 
flion  of  Bum  worth*  Having  told 
hit  wife  what  he  intended,  she  in. 
formed  8<Nne  magistrates  of  the  pro« 
posed  plan,  and  they  sent  six  men 
to  assist  in  carrying  it  into  ezecu. 
tioB. 

Shrove-Tnesday  being  the  day 
appointed,  the  men  waited  at  a  pub. 
lie  house  till  they  shonkl  receive  a 
hint  to  proceed.  About  six  in  the 
evening  Bnm worth  went  to  the  lodg. 
lags  of  the  women,  to  which  there 
was  a  back  door  that  opened  into  a 
yard.  It  was  proposed  to  have 
pancakes  for  supper,  and,  while  one 
of  the  women  was  frying  them,  the 
other  went  to  the  pnblic  house  for 
some  beer,  and  on  her  return  pre. 
tended  to  bolt  the  door,  but  de. 
sigoedly  missed  the  sUple  2  at  that 
moment  six  men  mshed  in,  and 
sebed  Bumworth  before  he  had 
time  to  make  any  resistance,  though 
he  had  a  pistol  in  the  pocket  of  his 
great  coat 

Being  carried  before  three  magis- 
trates, he  was  committed  to  New. 
gate ;  but  his  accomplices  were  so 
iofunously  daring  as  to  attempt  the 
murder  of  the  woman  who  haul  oc. 
casioned  his  apprehension  :  a  pistol 
was  fired  at  her  as  she  was  entering 
the  door  of  her  own  house,  which 
being  communicated  to  the  magis. 
trates,  constables  were  appointed 
to  watch  nightly  for  her  protection, 
till  the  desperadoes  gave  over  their 
attempts. 
Boroworth,  while  in  Newgate, 


pMjecfted  the  following  sdieaw  ef 
escape :  having  been  famished  with 
an  iron  crow,  he  engaged  some  ef 
the  prisoners,  who  assisted  him  in 
pulling  stones  out  of  the  wall^  while 
others  sang  psalmsi,  that  the  keepers 
might  not  hear  what  they  wom 
doing. 

On  the  day  following  this  tnum. 
action,  which  was  carried  on  duriag 
the  night,  five  condemned  crimioali 
were  to  beexecoted ;  bat,  when  the 
gaolers  came  to  take  them  oat,  there 
was  such  an  imoMase  quantity  of 
stones  and  rubbish  to  remove,  that 
it  was  two  o'clock  in  the  afkeraoon 
before  the  criminals  conld  begot 
out  of  their  cells. 

This  scheme  of  Bamworth'soeea. 
sioned  his  closer  coDfioemeat  He 
was  removed  into  a  room^  known 
by  the  naoM  of  the  BilbM,  and 
loaded  with  a  pair  of  the  heaviest 
irons  in  the  prison :  bat  be  intended 
to  have  made  hb  escape  even  fmm 
thb  place ;  and,  being  fnrabhed  with 
files  and  saws  from  some  of  hb  ac 
quaintance,  he  worked  hb  way 
through  a  wall  into  a  rooss  ia  which 
were  some  women  prbenen,  one  of 
whom  acquainting  the  keeper  with 
what  had  happened,  Bumworth  was 
chained  to  the  floor  of  the  eon. 
demned  hold. 

Application  was  made  to  the  se. 
cretary  of  state  to  take  measures 
for  the  apprehension  of  Berry, 
Dickenson,  and  Blewitt,  who  had 
gone  over  to  Holland ;  and  here- 
upon instructions  were  sent  to  the 
English  ambassador  at  the  Hague, 
empowering  him  to  request  of  the 
Sutes  Greoeral  that  the  oCenden 
might  be  delivered  up  to  jnstke,  if 
found  any  where  within  their  juifs. 
diction. 

The  ambassador,  on  reoeivbig  ^ 
necessary  instractions,  made  the 
application,  and  orders  were  issned 
accordingly;  In  consequence  of 
which  Blewitt  was  appreheaded  bi 
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RottenlHH,  bvi  Diekmson  tod 
Beriy  bid  taken  ref«ge  on  board  a 
iliip  at  tbe  Brill.  BlowiU  wu 
Mi^ed  hi  the  •tate.bousa  prison, 
and  tben  the  offieen  who  took  him 
wcntiwnedlatdj  on  board  the  ship, 
and  leiiad  hli  two  aocompliceti 
whoa  they  broaght  to  the  same 
plaee  of  coninement 

Tbej  were  chafaied  to  the  floor 
till  the  Eagfiih  ambatsador  request* 
ed  penaiiikw  to  tend  them  home, 
which  bring  readilj  obtained,  thej 
were  geaided  to  the  packet-boat 
bj  a  partj  of  toldiert,  and  were 
chained  together  as  soon  as  they 
were  pat  on  board*  When  thej 
reached  the  Nore  they  were  met  bj 
two  of  the  king's  messengers,  who 
coadncted  them  op  the  rirer. 

On  tbearrifal  of  the  Totsel  they 
were  pat  hito  a  boat  opposite  the 
Tower,  which  was  guarded  by  three 
other  boats,  hi  each  of  which  were  a 
corporal  aad  sereral  soldiers.  In 
this  maaaer  they  were  conducted 
to  Westminster,  where  they  were 
wnmiiiied  by  two  magistrates,  who 
oosamiited  them  to  Newgate,  to 
which  they  were  escorted  by  a  party 
ofthefoot-guards. 

On  sig^t  of  Bumworth,  they 
>MmMd  li  pity  his  situation,  while 
be,iaahaidcaedmanner,  expressed 
his  haMiasm  at  their  safe  arrival 
fram  Bolhiri. 

On  the  approach  of  the  ensuing 
■■«  for  dM  county  of  Surrey* 
they  WCM  handcuffed,  put  into  a 
^nggoa,  aad  in  this  manner  a  party 
of  tegoons  oondncted  tbem  to 
Kiagiton.  Their  insolence  on  leav- 
ng  Newgate  was  unparalleled :  they 
^oU  the  spectators  that  it  would  be. 
MM  dwm  to  treat  gentlemen  of 
ucir profession  with  respect,  espe- 
cWly  as  they  were  going  a  journey  ; 
•■d  likewise  said  to  the  dragoons, 
™t  they  expected  to  be  protected 
from  injury  on  the  road ;  and  dur- 


ing their  journey  they  behafod  witb 
great  indifference,  throwing  monejr 
among  the  populace,  and  diverting 
themselves  by  seeing  them  scramble 
for  it» 

A  boy  having  picked  up  a  half, 
penny,  one  of  a  handful  which 
Blewitt  had  thrown  among  thtf  peo« 
ple»  told  him  that  he  would  keep 
that  halfpenny,  and  have  his  name 
engraved  on  it,  as  sure  as  he  would 
be  hanged  at  Kingston,  on  whicb 
Blewitt  gave  him  a  shilling  to  pay 
the  expense  of  engraving,  and  en- 
joined him  to  keep  his  promise, 
which,  it  is  affirmed,  the  boy  ac- 
tually did. 

On  their  arrival  at  Kingston  they 
were  put  in  the  prison  called  the 
Stockhouse,  where  they  were  chauiu 
ed  to  the  floor;  and,  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  bills  of  indictment  were 
found  against  them,  and  they  were 
brought  up  for  trial  before  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Raymond  and  Judge 
Denton  ;  but  some  articles  having 
been  taken  from  Bumworth  when 
he  was  apprehended,  ho  refused  to 
plead  unless  they  were  restored  to 
him.  The  judges  made  use  of  every 
argument  to  prevail  on  him  to  plead, 
but  in  vain ;  in  consequence  of  which 
sentence  was  passed  that  be  should 
be  pressed  to  death. 

Hereupon  he  was  taken  back  to 
the  Stockhouse,  where  he  bore  the 
weight  of  one  huodred,  three  quar- 
ters, and  two  pounds,  on  his  breast. 

The  high.sheriff,who attended  him 
on  this  occasion,  used  every  argu- 
ment to  prevail  on  him  to  plead,  to 
which  he  consented,  after  bearing 
tho  weight  an  hour  and  three  mi- 
nutes, during  great  part  of  which 
time  he  endeaTonred  to  kill  himself 
by  striking  his  head  against  the  floor. 
Being  brought  into  Court,  he  was. 
tried  and  convicted  with  his  com- 
panions. 

They  were  no  sooner  connoted 
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than  orders  were  given  for  their 
being  chained  to  the  floor ;  but  in 
thii  deplorable  lituatioii  they  di- 
verted themielves  by  recounting 
some  particulars  of  their  robberies 
to  such  persons  whose  cariosity  in. 
duced  them  to  visit  the  gaol.  Some 
peopfe  wished  they  would  leave  an 
account  of  their  robberies,  but 
Bum  worth  said  the  pariiculars 
could  not  be  contained  in  a  hun- 
dred sheets  of  paper. 

On  passing  sentence,  the  learned 
judge  most  earnestly  entreated  them 
to  prepare  for  another  world,  as 
their  time  in  the  prcsmt  must  nc. 
ccssarily  be  short.  They  begged 
that  their  friends  might  visit  them  ; 
and  this  being  complied  with,  6le8 
and  saws  were  conveyed  to  them,  to 
assiKt  them  in  their  escape. 

Their  plan  was  to  have  mixi'd 
opium  in  wine,  to  have  made  the 
keepers  sleep;  and,  if  this  had  tal(en 
place,  they  then  proposed  to  have 
sot  fire  to  some  piles  of  wood  near 
the  prison,  and  in  other  parts  of  the 
town,  and  to  get  a  considerable 
distance  during  the  conflagration; 
but  the  keepers  having  listened  to 
their  discourse,  they  were  more 
strictly  guardeil  than  before,  and 
their  whole  scheme  rendered  abor- 
tive. 

A  short  time  before  their  execu- 
tion Burnworth  told  one  of  the 
keepers  that,  ^  If  he  did  not  sec 
him  buried  in  a  decent  manner,  he 
would  meet  him  after  death  in  a 
dark  entry,  and  pull  off  his  nose.' 
When  the  day  of  execution  ar. 
rived  the  prisoners  were  put  into  a 
cart,  and  accompany  of  foot-soldiers 
escorted  them  to  the  fatal  tree.  On 
their  way  Blewitt  saw  a  gentleman 
named  Warwick,  and,  having  ob- 
tained permission  to  speak  to  him, 


most  earnestly  entroated  hit  pardon 
for  having  attempted  to  shoot  him, 
in  consequence  of  an  informatioa 
which  Mr.  Warwick  had  givoi 
against  him. 

Dickenson  and  BlevitI  aiipeand 
more  penitent  than  any  of  the  rest. 
I1iey  wept  bitterly  at  tli6  place  of 
execution,    and   said  tb^   hoped 
their    untimely  fisle  wo«ld    teach 
young  men  to  %wM  sack  coenes 
as  had  brought  tbcB  to  their  fatal 
end.  They  suffered  April  \%  1796. 
After  exaculion  their  bodtei  were 
brought  to  the  now  gaol  In  8oBlh« 
wark,  to  be  fitted  with  chdoi.  He 
bodies  of  Burnworth  and  Blewitt 
were  suspended  on  a  gibbet  in  St 
George's  Fields,    near  where  4he 
murder   was   perpetrated.      Lsfee 
and  Iliggs  wore  hanged  on  Patney 
Common,  and  Berry  and  DIpken* 
son  on  Kennington  Commoe';  bat 
representation  being  made  lb -the 
people  in  power  that  Dickeoson's 
father,  when  a  lieutenant  in  the  ar- 
my, had  died  fighting  for  his  conn- 
try   in    Flanders,    permission  was 
given  to  his  friends  to  take  down  and 
bury  the  body,  after  he  had  hung 
one  day. 

Marjoram,  the  evidence,  obtained 
his  liberty,  of  course,  when  his  ac- 
complices were  convicted:  but  in  a 
few  days  afterwards  he  cut  the 
string  of  a  butcher's  aproUi  and  ran 
away  with  his  steel. 

Being  pursued,  he  was  appre- 
hended, committed,  and,  being  in- 
dieted  for  privately  stealing,  was 
convicted,  and  received  sentence  of 
death  ;  but,  in  consideration  of  hu 
having  been  the  means  of  bringiag 
the  above-mentioned  atrocious  of- 
fenders to  justice,  the  sentenoeof 
death  was  changed  to  that  of  trans- 
portation. 
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B^ltr,  a  Tkirf,  domcnt  Hiuftr  a  hit  Aji  Juiulftan  WiU. 
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JONATilA 
■xuuTiii  roil  vsLuNiouii 

Or  all  the  (hieves  that  etrr  in- 
fetted  b>wloD,  thii  man  wm  the 
molt  Botorioo*.  Thil  eminent  *a- 
gaboad,  Bmm^jlde  Moore  Caraw, 
wu  recogniMd  a*  *  King  of  the 
Baggan;'  -In  like  manner  tmj  the 
name  md  mtmorr  of  Jonathan 
Wfld  be  enr  held  In  abhorrence  a« 
*  Tbe  Prince  of  Robbera.' 

Tin  bbtorj  of  the  arti,  dM-cp. 
^otOf  cnwity,  and  perfid)'  of  thii 
aaa,  have  alone  filled  a  Tolumo; 
•>d,tbDnldheoccDpymoreroomin 
Mr  epitome  than  may  be  deemed 
tnttvy,  we  ha«  only  to  obierve, 
that  the  whole  catalogue  of  other 
crtect  expoted  in  thl«  Chronoloft}', 
centred  in  one  individual,  would 
•orcdy  produce  a  parallel  with 
OAt  tbieT-laker,  and  molt  finlihcd 


N  WILD, 

t  COHNIVIKU   WITH  TUIBTEI. 

Jonathan  Wild  wa*  bnm  at  Wol. 
verhampton,  In  Staffordshire,  about 
the  year  1689.  He  waa  theetdeit 
ton  of  hi«  parent*,  who,  at  a  proper 
age,  put  him  to  a  day->ehoQl,  whirh 
he  continued  to  attend  till  he  bad 
gained  a  luHicient  knowledge  in 
reading,  writing,  and  accoanrs,  to 
qualify  him  for  busineu.  Hii  father 
had  intended  to  bring  him  op  to 
his  own  trade;  but  ehanfted  that 
deiign,  and,  at  about  the  age  of 
fifti-en,  apprenticed  him  for  »e»eii 
year>  to  a  buckle-maker  in  Bir- 
mingham.  Upon  the  expiration  of 
thil  term  he  returned  to  WoWer- 
hamplon,  married  a  young  woman 
of  good  character,  and  gained  a 
tolerable  Ihelihood  by  wnrkiog  at 
hi*  buiineis. 

About  two  yetn  after,  in  tba 
15 
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course  of  which  time  hit  wife  gave 
birth  to  a  son,  he  formed  the  rcso. 
lotion  of  fisiting  London,  deserted 
his  wife  and  diild,  and  set  ont  for 
the  mctropolif,  where  he  got  into 
employment,  and  maintained  him- 
self bj  his  trade :  being,  however, 
of  an  extraTagant  disposition,  many 
months  had  not  elapsed  after  his 
arrival  before  he  was  arrested  for 
debt,  and  thrown  into  Wood  Street 
Compter,  wlierc  he  remained  up. 
wards  of  f onr  years.  I  n  a  pamphlet 
which  he  published,  and  which  we 
shall  iBOre  particularly  mention 
hereafter,  he  says,  that  during  his 
Imprisonment  <  it  was  impossible 
but  he  most,  in  some  measure,  be 
let  into  the  secrets  of  the  criminak 
there  nnder  confinement,  and  parti- 
cnlarly  Mr.  Hitchin's  management.' 

Whilstin  the  Compter,  Wildassi- 
duoosly  cultivated  the  acquaintance 
of  his  feUow-captircs,  and  attended 
to  their  accounts  of  the  exploits  in 
which  they  bad  been  engaged  with 
singular  satiiifaction.  In  this  prison 
was  a  woman  named  Mary  Milliner, 
who  had  long  been  considered  as  one 
of  the  most  abandoned  prostitutes 
and  pickpockets  on  the  town.  After 
having  escaped  the  punbhment  due 
to  the  variety  of  felonies  of  which 
she  had  been  guilty,  she  was  put 
under  confinement  for  debt  An 
Intimacy  soon  commenced  between 
this  woman  and  Wild,  and  they  had 
no  sooner  obtained  their  frMdom 
than  they  lived  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  man  and  wife.  By  their 
Iniquitous  practices  they  quickly 
obtained  a  sum  of  money,  which 
enabled  them  to  open  a  little  public 
house  in  Cock  Alley,  facing  Crip, 
plegate  church. 

Milliner  being  personally  ac- 
quainted with  most  of  the  depraved 
characters  by  whom  London  and 
Its  environs  were  infested,  and  per- 
fectly conversant  as  to  the  manner 
of  t&eir proased'iDgSj  she  was  con- 


sidered by  Wild  as  a  most  vsrfal 
companion ;  and  indeed  veij  mate- 
rially contributed  towards  rendaf- 
ing  him  one  of  the  most  accom 
plished  profidenls  to  the  arts  of 
villainy.  He  IndastifonsIr  pene- 
trated into  the  seerats  of  felons  of 
every  description,  who  lesorled  In 
great  nanbers  to  his  hoase,  in  Ofder 
to  dispose  of  their  booties;  and 
they  looked  a|ion  hlsi  with  a  kind 
of  awe,  arising  from  the  eonseions* 
ness  that  their  lives  were  at  all  tfanes 
In  his  power* 

WM  was  at  lltde  tronUo  lodik 
pose  of  the  articles  brovglt  to  hfia 
by  thieves  at  soaethug  lam  than 
their  real  value,  no  law  eilsling  at 
this  period  for  the  panishpent  of 
the  receivers  of  stolen  goods;  bat 
the  evil  increased  at  lagth  io  so 
'enormous  a  decree,  that  it  «ai 
deemed  eipedlcnt  by  the  ]g^tkJbm 
to  frame  a  law  for  lU  sappnuicB. 
An  act  was  passed,  therefore,  con- 
signing such  as  should  be  eonvieted 
of  receiving  goods,  knowing  them 
to  have  been  stolen,  to  transporta- 
tion for  the  space  of  fourteen  years. 

Wild's  practices  wereeonsiderably 
interrupted  by  theabove-awationcd 
law ;  to  elude  the  operation  of 
which,  however,  he  adopted  the 
following  plan : — ^he  called  a  awet. 
ing  of  all  the  thieves  known  to  him, 
and  observed  that,  if  they  carried 
their  booties  to  such  of  the  pawn- 
brokers  as  were  known  to  be  not 
much  affected  by  scruples  of  con- 
science, they  would  scarcely  reeave 
on  the  property  one-fonidi  of  the 
real  value;  and  that  if  they  were 
offered  to  strangen,  either  for  sale, 
or  by  way  of  deposit,  It  was^  a 
chance  of  ten  to  one  but  the  parties 
offering  were  rendered  amenable  to 
the  laws.  The  most  iadastrions 
thieves,  he  said,  were  now  scarcely 
able  to  obtain  a  livelihood,  and  anst 
either  submit  to  be  half  starved,  or 
live  in  great  and  continual  danger 
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of  Tylrarik  He  informed  them  that 
he  had  devised  a  plan  for  removing 
tiie  incooveniencet  under  which 
iiiej  labonred,  recommended  them 
to  follow  hte  advice,  and  to  behave 
towards  him  with  honour ;  and  con. 
eluded  bj proposing  that,  when  they 
madeprkeof  any  thing,  they  shonid 
deliver  it  to  him,  instead  of  carry. 
ing  it  to  the  pawnbroker,  saying 
he  would  reitare  the  goods  to  the  ' 
owneri^  by  which  means  greater 
sums  might  be  raised,  while  the 
thieves  would  remain  perfectly  se- 
cure  from  detection* 

Thu  proposal  was  received  with 
general  approbation,  and  it  was  re. 
solved  to  carry  it  into  immediate 
eaecBtlon.  All  the  stoleii  eflects 
were  to  be  given  Into  the  posses, 
sion  of  Wild,  who  soon  appointed 
convenient  phMes  wherein  they  were 
to  be  deposited,  rightly  judging 
that  H  woiM  not  be  prudent  to 
have  them  kh  at  his  own  house. 

The  InfuBous  plan  being  thus 
concerted,  it  became  the  business  of 
Wild  to  apply  to  persons  if  ho  had 
been  robbed,  pretending  to  be 
greatfy  concerned  at  their  misfor. 
tmics^  saying  that  some  suspected 
property  had  been  stopped  by  a 
very  hoasst  man,  a  broker,  with 
whom  he  wts  acquainted,  and  that, 
if  their  goods  happened  to  be  in 
ttie  haiidi  of  his  friend,  restitution 
shouki  he  made.  But  he  failed  not 
to  suggest  that  the  broker  ought  to 
be  rewar^d  for  his  trouble  and 
dinnterestedness;  and  to  use  every 
vgimeot  in  his  power  towards  ex. 
*cllttg  a  promise  timt  no  disagree- 
■hie  consequences  should  ensue  to 
hii  friend,  who  had  imprudently 
neglected  to  apprehend  the  sup. 
posed  thieves. 

Happy  in  the  prospect  of  re. 
giining  their  property,  without  the 
^vouble  and  expense  necessarily  at. 
teiuUng  prosecutions,  people  gene. 
^^J  approved  of  the  cortduct  of 


Wild,  and  sometimes  rewarded  him 
even  with  one  half  of  the  real  value 
of  the  goods  restored.  It  was  not, 
however,  uniformly  so ;  and  sundry 
pertinacious  Individuals,  not  satis, 
fied  with  Wild's  superficial  state- 
ment, questioned  him  particularly 
as  to  the  manner  of  their  goods 
being  discovered.  On  these  occa« 
sions  he  pretended  to  feel  hurt  that 
his  honour  should  be  disputed,  al« 
leging  that  his  motive  was  to  afford 
all  the  service  in  his  power  to  the 
injured  party,  whose  goods  be 
imagined  might  possibly  be  those 
stopped  by  his  friend  ;  but  sirtoe  his 
honest  intentions  had  beem  received 
in  so  ungracious  a  manner,'  and 
himself  interrogated  rejipecting  tho 
robbers,  he  had  nothing  further  to 
say  on  the  subject,  but  must  take 
his  leave ;  adding,  that  his  name  was 
Jonathan  Wild,  and  that  ho  was 
every  day  to  be  found  at  his  house 
In  Cock  Alley,  Cripplegate.  This 
affectation  of  resentment  seldom 
failed  to  answer  the  purposes  pro. 
posed  by  it ;  and  a  more  favorable 
estimate  of  his  principles  and  cha- 
racter thus  formed,  he  had  an  op- 
portunity of  advancing  his  demandi* 

Wild  received  in  his  own  name 
no  gratuity  from  the  owners  of 
stolen  goods,  but  deducted  his  profit 
from  the  money  which  was  to  be 
paid  the  broker:  thus  did  he  amass 
considerable  sums  without  dangot 
of  prosecution,  his  offencet  coming 
under  the  operation  of  no  law  then 
in  existence.  For  several  years  in* 
deed  he  preserved  a  tolerably  Me 
character,  so  consummate  was  tha 
art  employed  in  the  management  of 
his  schemes. 

Our  hero's  business  greatly  in* 
creasing,  and  his  name  beeominf 
well  known,  he  altered  his  mods 
of  action.  Instead  of  applying 
directly  to  parties  who  had  been 
plundered,  he  opened  an  office,  to 
whkh  great  nnmbers  sesorted,  in 
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hopes  of  rccoTering  their  cflecK 
He  made  a  great  parade  in  his  busi- 
ness, and  assumed  a  consequence 
which  enabled  him  more  eflectually 
to  impose  upon  the  public.  When 
persons  came  to  his  office,  ihej  were 
informed  that  thej  must  each  |)ay  a 
crown  in  consideration  of  receiring 
hli  ad  rice.  This  ceremony  being 
dispatched,  he  entered  in  his  book 
the  name  and  address  of  the  appli* 
cants,  with  all  the  particulars  they 
could  communicate  respecting  the 
robberies,  and  the  rewards  that 
would  be  given  pro? ided  the  goods 
were  rccorercd :  they  were  then 
desired  to  call  again  in  a  few  days; 
when  he  hoped  he  should  be  able 
to  give  them  some  agreeable  intelli- 
gence. Upon  returning  to  know 
the  success  of  his  inquiries,  he  told 
them  that  he  had  received  some  in- 
formation concerning  their  goods, 
but  that  the  agent  he  had  employed 
to  trace  them  had  apprised  him  that 
the  robbers  pretended  they  could 
raise  more  money  by  pawning  the 
property  than  by  restoring  it  for 
the  promised  reward  ;  saying,  how. 
ever,  that,  if  he  could  by  any  means 
procure  an  interview  with  the  viU 
lains,  he  doubted  not  of  being  able 
to  settle  matters  agreeably  to  the 
terms  already  stipulated;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  artfully  insinuating 
that  the  safest  and  most  expeditious 
method  would  be  to  make  some  ad- 
dition to  the  reward. 

Wild,  at  length,  became  eminent 
In  his  profession,  which  proved 
highly  lucrative.  When  he  had  dis. 
covered  the  utmost  sum  that  it  was 
likely  would  be  given  for  the  reco- 
Tery  of  any  property,  he  requested 
its  owner  to  apply  at  a  particular 
time,  and,  mean  while,  caused  the 
goods  to  be  ready  for  delivery. 

Considerable  advantages  were 
derived  from  examining  the  person 
who  had  been  robbed ;  as  he  thence 
became  acquainted  with  particulars 


which  the  thieves  might  omit  to 
communicate,  and  was  enabled  to 
detect  them  if  they  concealed  any 
part  of  their  booties.  Being  in 
possession  of  the  secrets  of  every 
notorious  thief,  they  were  under 
the  necessity  of  complying  with 
whatever  terms  he  thought  proper 
to  exact,  being  aware  that,  by  op- 
posing  his  inclination,  they  should 
involve  themselves  in  the  most  im. 
miricnt  danger  of  being  sacrificed  to 
the  injured  laws  of  their  country. 

Through  the  infamous  practices 
of  this  man,  articles  which  had  been 
before  considered  as  of  little  use  but 
to  the  owners  now  became  matters 
claiming  particular  attention  from 
the  thieves,  by  whom  the  metropolis 
and  its  environs  were  haunted. 
Pocket-books,  books  of  accounts, 
watches,  rings,  trinkets,  and  a  va- 
riety  of  articles  of  but  small  intrinsic 
worth,  were  at  once  esteemed  very 
profitable  plunder.  Books  of  ac- 
counts, and  other  writings,  being 
of  great  importance  to  the  owners, 
produced  very  handsome  rewards ; 
and  the  same  may  be  said  of  pocket- 
books,  which  generally  contained 
curious  memorandums,  and  some- 
times bank-notes  and  other  articles 
on  which  money  could  be  readily 
procured. 

Wild  accumulated  cash  so  fast, 
that  he  considered  himself  a  man  of 
consequence;  and,  to  support  his 
imaginary  digmty,  dressed  in  laced 
clothes  and  wore  a  sword,  which 
martial  instrument  he  first exerciscHl 
on  the  person  of  his  accomplice  and 
reputed  wife,  Mary  Milliner,  who 
having  on  some  occasion  provoked 
him,  he  instantly  struck  at  her  with 
it,  and  cut  otf  one  of  her  ears.  This 
event  was  the  cause  of  a  separation ; 
but,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  great 
services  she  had  rendered  him,  by 
introducing  him  to  so  advantageous 
a  profession^  he  allowed  her  a 
weekly  stipend  till  her  dec  a»e. 
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Before  Wild  bad  brought  the  plan 
of  his  office  to  perfection,  he  for 
siomc  time  actrd  wf  an  assistant  to 
Charles  ililchin,  once  city-inurshal, 
a  man  as  wicked  as  himself.  These 
celebrated  copartners  in  villainy, 
under  the  pretext  of  controlfing  the 
enormities  of  the  dissolute,  paraded 
the  streets  from  Temple-bar  to  the 
Minories,  searching  houses  of  ill 
fame,  and  apprehending  disorderly 
and  suspected  persons ;  but  those 
who  oomplimented  these  public  re- 
formers  with  private  douceurs  were 
allowed  to  practise  eTcry  species  of 
wickedness  with  impunity,  flitchin 
and  Wild,  however,  grew  jealous  of 
each  other,  and,  an  open  rupture 
taking  place,  they  parted,  each  pur- 
suing the  business  of  thief-taking  on 
his  own  account. 

In  the  year  1715  Wild  removed 
from  his  house  in  Cock  Alley  to  a 
Mrs.  Seagoe*s,  in  the  Old  Bailey, 
where  be  pursued  his  business  with 
the  u»ual  success,  notwithstanding 
theeflfortsof  ililchin,  his  rival  in  ini. 
quity,  to  suppress  hii  proceedings. 

The  reader's  astonishmc:it  will 
increase  when  we  state  that  these 
two  abandoned  miscreants  had  the 
daring  effrontery  to  ap[K'al  to  the 
public,  and  attacked  each  other  with 
all  possible  scurrility  in  pamphlets 
and  advertisements.  Never,  surely, 
was  the  press  so  debased  as  in  dis- 
gorging the  filth  of  their  pens. 
Hitdutt  published  what  he  called 
'  The  Regulator ;  or  a  Discovery  of 
Thieves  and  Thief.takcrs.'  It  is 
ao  iguoimnt  and  impudent  insult  to 
thereader,and  replete  with  abuse  of 
Wild,  whom  he  brands,  in  his  capo, 
cityof  thief.taker,  with  being  worse 
than  the  thief.  Wild  retorts  with 
great  bitterness  ;  and  his  pamphlet 
mtaining  much  curious  informa- 
tion,  we  shall  incorjiorate  a  ^utrt  of 
It,  requesting  the  reader  to  bear  in 
mind  that  it  refers  to  a  previous 
part  of  our  hero's  career. 


Hitchin  having  greatly  debased 
the  respectable  post  of  city  mar* 
sha!,  the  lord  mayor  suspended 
him  Irom  that  otfico.  In  order  to 
repair  his  loss,  he  determined,  as  the 
most  prudent  step,  to  strive  to  bury 
his  aver!<ion,  and  Confederate  with 
Wild.  To  eticct  this,  he  wrote  as 
follows : 

^  1  am  very  sensible  that  you  aro 
let  into  the  knowledge  of  the  secrets 
of  the  Compter,  particularly  with 
relation  io  the  securing  of  pocket, 
books  ;  but  your  experience  is  in- 
ferior to  mine :  I  can  put  you  in  a 
far  better  method  than  you  are  ac« 
quaintcd  with,  and  which  may  be 
done  with  safety  ;  fur,  though  I  am 
suspended,  I  still  retain  the  power 
of  acting  as  constable,  and,  notwith** 
standing  I  cannot  be  heard  before 
my  lord  mayor  as  formerly,  I  have 
interest  among  the  aldermen  upon 
any  complaint. 

^  But  I  must  Orst  tell  you  that 
you  spoil  the  trade  of  thicf-taking, 
in  advancing  greater  rewards  than 
are  necessary.  I  give  but  half-a- 
crown  a  book,  and,  when  the  thieves 
and  pickpockets  see  you  and  I 
confederate,  they  will  submit  to  our 
terms,  and  likewise  continue  their 
thefts,  for  fear  of  coming  to  the 
gallows  by  our  means.  You  shall 
take  a  turn  with  me,  as  my  servant 
or  assistant,  and  we'll  commence 
our  rambles  this  night.' 

Wild,  it  appears,  readily  accepted 
the  ex-roarsbal's  proposals :  to* 
wards  dark  they  proceeded  to  Tero- 
ple.bar,  and  called  in  at  several 
brondy.shops  and  alehouses  be- 
tween that  and  Fleet  Ditch  ;  some 
of  the  masters  of  these  houses  com- 
plimented the  marshal  with  punch, 
others  with  brandy,  and  some  pre- 
sented him  with  fine  ale,  offering 
their  service  to  their  worthy  pro* 
tector.  Hitchin  made  them  little 
answer ;  but  gave  them  to  under- 
stand aH  the  service  he  ex|)ecte(i 
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from  them  wm,  to  %Ue  tnfoniuitlon 
of  pocket-booksi  or  any  goods 
stolen,  as  a  pay-back :  ^  For  you 
women  of  tlie  town,'  address. 
ing  himself  to  some  females  in  one 
of  the  shops,  ^  make  it  a  common 
practice  to  resign  things  of  this  na. 
tare  to  the  bullies  and  rogues  of 
your  retinue;  but  this  shall  no 
longer  be  borne  with.  I'll  give  you 
my  word  both  they  and  you  shall 
be  detected,  unless  you  dclif cr  all 
the  pocket-books  you  meet  with  to 
mo.  What  do  you  think  I  bought 
war  place  for,  but  to  make  the  most 
of  it  ?  and  yon  are  to  understand 
this  is  my  man  (pointing  to  our 
buckle-maker)  to  assist  me.  And 
if  yon  at  any  time,  for  the  future, 
refuse  to  yield  up  the  watches  or 
books  you  take,  either  to  me  or  my 
serrant,  you  may  be  assured  of  being 
all  sent  to  Bridewell,  and  not  one 
of  you  shall  be  permitted  to  walk 
the  streets  longer.  For,  notwith. 
standing  I  am  under  suspension 
(chiefly  for  not  suppressing  the 
practices  of  such  yermin  as  yon),  I 
have  still  a  power  of  punishing,  and 
you  shall  dearly  pay  for  not  ob* 
serving  deference  to  inc.'  Strutting 
along  a  little  farther,  he  on  a  sud. 
den  seized  two  or  three  dexterous 
pickpockets,  reprimanding  them 
for  not  paying  their  respects,  ask« 
ing  to  what  part  of  the  town  they 
were  rambling,  and  whether  they 
did  not  see  him  ?  They  answered 
that  they,  saw  him  at  a  distance, 
but  he  caught  hold  of  them  so  has- 
tily that  they  had  no  time  to  ad. 
dress  him.  '  We  have  been  stroll. 
ing,'  said  they,  ^  over  Moorfields, 
and  from  thence  to  the  Blue  Boar, 
in  pursuit  of  you  ;  but  not  finding 
you,  as  usual,  were  under  some 
fears  that  you  were  indisposed.' 
The  marshal  replied,  he  should  have 
i^ven  them  a  meeting  there,  but  had 
been  employed  the  whole  day  with 
iEAS  sfew  maa*     ^  You  are  to  be  very 


careful,'  said  ho,  <  not  to  oblige  aaj     m^ 
person  hot  mysdf,or  servant,  wm    m^ 
pocket-books;  if  yoa  prasamete    ^^ 
do  otherwise  yon  shall  swing  for  1^    ^^ 
and  we  are  out  in  the  dty  vmkf    ^ 
night  to   observe  your   molioM.*  .»^ 
These  Instructions  given,  the  pidu 
pockets  left,  making  their 
a  low  congee,  and  pronlsiiig  »«•»  ^ 
diencc.    Such  was  tbe  pregrcsatf  . 
the  first   night  with  the  biickl*^  ^ 
maker,  whom  he  told  thai  hb  itaff  •.  *«^ 
of  authority  terrified  the  IgMMMt,"^ 
to  the  extent  of  hb  wisheit  '      ^ 

Some  nighU  afterwaidi,  walU^^  S^ 
towards  the  back  part  of  St  FuTI^^  ^ 
the  ez-marshal  thus  addn«eA  Ja^^^ 
nathan : — <  I  will  now  show  fS«^\^ 
a  brandy.5hop  that  entertain  to.**!^ 
company  but*  whores  and  tUsMb'^^. 


•r 


This  is  a  house  for  oar 
and  I  am  informed  that  a  w— ■  wg-  v 
the  town  who  frequents  it  hai  kiMf^  ^ 
robbed  a  gentleman  of  hb  walch  mT  ^ 
pocket-book  :  thb  advice  I  reerfliif^  ^ 
from  her  companion,  wllh  whoa  T  ^ 
have  a  good  onderstandhifi    Wtfi^ 
will  go  into  thb  house,  oad,  if  ^^PV^  • 
can  find  this  woman,  I  will  MSMBC^^^ 
a  sterner  countenance  (Ihovgh  a^  *  % 
best  I  look  like  an  laJsnal),  hf^^y 
continued  threats  extort  a  caata^^^^ 
sion,  and  by  that  meaasgetpow^^ 
sion  of  the  watch  and  pocktt>bwk|^' 
in  order  to  which,  do  yoa  sHIfflS^^  *  . 
cost  her  companion.'— -Hera ha  4a^  S 
scribed  her.— «  Call  to  hy,adl^M^    ^ 
that  your  master  b  in  a  dnmri  ^^  ' , 
humour,  and  swears  if  she  diO^BO^^ 
instantly  make  a  discovtff 
the  watch  and  pocket-book  i 
found,  at  farthest  by 
ho  will  certainly  send  her  to 
Compter,  and  thence  to  the 
house.' 

The  means  being  thos 
to  obtain  the  valuable  goods, 
master  and  man  entered  the  slioplB|^^^ 
pursuit  of  the  game,  and,  mcoatHag  \  *yj 
to  expectation,  found  the  peiMi  \^^ 
wanted,  with  several  others  ;  whaa*  \  V 
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of  w^nld  prodooe  the  woman  that 
flolelt,  if  it  wrre stolen,  the  woman 
being  then  present.  The  manhal 
replied  he  had  no  bosinesi  with  the 
pertont  thai  stole  the  property,  but 
with  him  In  who»e  pukse^tion  it  was 
found  ;  and  that,  if  he  did  not  in- 
stantly  send  for  the  watch,  and  dr. 
lifer  it  without  insisting  upon  any 
money,  but  on  the  contrary  return 
hiui  thanks  for  his  cifili ty,  which 
deserved  fife  or  ten  pieces,  he  would 
without  delay  send  him  to  New- 
gate. 

Hereupon  the  innocent  artisan, 
beini;  much  surprised,  sent  for  the 
watch,  and  surrendered  it ;  and  since 
that  it  has  sufficiently  apiurared  that 
the  owner  made  a  present  to  f  litchiii 
of  three  guineas  for  his  trouble, 
whilst  the  poor  watchmaker  under- 
went a  dead  loss  of  his  fifty  shil- 
lings.  This  story  and  the  following 
afford  a  pretty  good  eiamplu  of  the 
honesty  of  this  city-marshal : 

A  biscuit-baker  near  Wapping 
having  lost  a  pocket-book,  wheiein 
was,  among  other  pa|iers,  an  ex. 
chequer-bill  for  100/.  applied  him- 
self   to    the    marshal's    man,    the 
buckle-maker,   for    the    recovery 
thereof :  the  bockle-roaker  advised 
him  to  advertise  it,  and  stop  the 
payment  of  the  bill,  which  he  did 
accordingly  ;  but  having  no  account 
of  his  property,  he  caiiie  to  Wild 
several    times   about   it ;    and,   at 
length,  told  him  that  he  had  received 
a  visit  from  a  tall  man,  with  a  long 
peruke  and  sword,  calling  himself 
the  city-marshal,  who  asked  him  if 
be  had  lost  his  pocket-book.     The 
biscuit-baker  answered  yes ;    and 
desiring  to  know  his  reasons  for 
putting  such  a  question,  or  whether 
he  could  give  him  any  intelligence ; 
he  replied,  no,  he  could  not  give 
him  any  intelligence  of  it  as  yet, 
bot  wished  to  be  informed  whether 
he  had   employed  any    person   to 
>earcb  after  it.     To  which  the  bis- 


cuit-baker  answered,  he  had  en* 
ployed  one  Wild.  Hereupon  the 
marshal  told  him  ho  «  as  under  a  mis- 
take ;  that  he  should  have  applied 
to  him,  who  was  the  only  person  ie 
England  that  could  serve  him,  being 
well  aiitured  it  was  entirely  out  of 
the  power  of  Wild,  or  any  of  those 
fellows,  to  know  where  tiM  pocket- 
book  was  (this,  says  the  pamphlet, 
was  very  certain,  he  having  it  at 
that  time  in  his  custody) ;  and 
begged  to  know  the  reward  that 
would  be  given.  The  biscuit- 
baker  replied  he  would  give  10^ 
The  marshal  said  that  a  greater  re. 
ward  should  be  offered,  for  that 
exchequer-bills  and  those  things 
were  ready  money,  and  could  im- 
mediately be  sold  ;  and  that,  if  ho 
had  employed  him  in  the  bcgioniog, 
and  offered  401.  or  60!.  he  would 
have  served  him. 

llie  biscuit-baker  bavmg  ac- 
quainted Wild  with  this  story,  the 
latter  gave  It  as  hu  opinion  that  the 
pocket-book  was  in  the  nanhaPt 
possession,  and  that  it  would  be  to 
no  purpose  to  continue  a4t^ertislBg 
it,  he  being  well  assured  that  the 
marshal  would  not  have  taken  the 
pains  to  find  out  the  bisceit»heker, 
unless  he  knew  how  to  get  at  it. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  be 
advised  the  owner  rather  to  advance 
his  bidding,  considering  what  hands 
the  note  was  in,  especially  as  the 
marshal  had  often  told  his  servant 
how  ea>ily  he  could  dispose  t^bank- 
notes  and  exchequer-bills  at  gaming- 
houses, which  he  very  much  fre- 
quented. 

Pursuant  to  this  advice,  the  losing 
party  went  a  second  time  to  the 
marshal,  and  bid  40/.  for  his  pocket, 
book  and  bill.  ^  Zounds,  sir,'  said 
the  marshal,  ^yon  are  too  late  I' 
which  was  all  the  satisfaction  he 
gave  Ifim.  Thus  was  the  poor  bis- 
cuit-baker tricked  out  of  his  ex- 
chequer-bill, which  was    paid    to 
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another  {Yencn,  though  it  could 
ncYcr  be  traced  back  ;  but  it  hap. 
pened,  a  short  time  after,  that  some 
of  the  .young  fry  of  pickpockets 
under  the  tuition  of  the  marshal  fell 
out  in  fharing  the  money  gifen  them 
for  tfattf  fery  pocket-book ;  where* 
upon  one  of  them  came  to  Wild, 
and  discorered  the  whole  matter, 
viz.  that  he  had  sold  the  pocket- 
book,  with  the  100/.  exchequer, 
note  in  it,  and  other  bills,  to  the 
city-manhal,  at  a  tuTcrn  in  Alders* 
gate  Street,  for  four  or  five  guineas. 

A  person  standing  in  the  pillory, 
near  Charing  Cross,  a  gentleman  in 
the  crowd  was  deprived  of  a  pocket- 
book,  which  had  in  it  bills  and  lot. 
tery-tickets  to  the  value  of  several 
hundred  pounds;  and  a  handsome 
reward  (SO/.)  was  at  first  offered 
for  It  in  a  public  ailTertisemcnt. 
The  marshal,  having  a  suspicion  that 
a  famous  pickpocket,  known  by  his 
lame  hand,  had  taken  the  book,  he 
applied  to  him ;  and,  to  enforce  a 
confession  and  delivery,  told  him, 
with  a  great  deal  of  assurance,  that 
he  must  be  the  person,  such  a  man, 
with  a  hune  hand,  having  been  de. 
scribed  by  the  gentleman  to  have 
been  near  him,  and  whom  he  was 
certain  had  stolen  his  book.  ^  In 
short,'  says  he,  ^  you  had  the  book, 
and  yoa  mnst  bring  it  to  me,  and 
yon  shall  share  the  reward ;  but,  if 
yoa  refuse  to  comply  with  such  ad- 
▼antageoas  terms,  you  most  never 
expect  to  come  within  the  city 
S^;for,  if  youdo.  Bridewell,  at 
Icut,  if  not  ^lewgate,  shall  be  your 
rasklence.' 

After  several  meetings,  the  mar- 
ihal's  old  friend  could  not  deny  that 
^  had  the  pocket-book ;  but  he 
aid  to  the  marshal,  «  I  did  not  ex. 
PMt  thb  rigorous  treatment  from 
700,  after  the  servkek  I  have  done 
yon,  In  concealing  you  several 
thaes,  and  by  that  means  keeping 
you  out  of  a  gaol.     It  is  not  the 


way  to  expect  any  future  service, 
when  all  my  former  good  uiHces  are 
forgotten.'     Notwithstanding  these 
reasons,  Hitchin  still  insisted  upon 
what  he  had  at  first  proposed  ;  and« 
at  length  the  pickpocket,  consider* 
ing  that  he  could  not  repair  to  the 
Exchange,  or  elsewhere,  to  follow 
his  pilfering  employment,  without 
the  marshal's  consent,  and  fearing 
to  bo  made  a  mark  of  his  revenge, 
condescended  to  part  with  the  pock, 
et-book  upon  terms  reasonable  be- 
tween buyer  and  seller.  '  Where- 
upon says  the  marshal,  ^  I  lost  all 
my  money  last  night  at  gaming,  ex. 
cept  a  gold  watch  in  my  pocket, 
which  1  believe  there  will  be  no  in. 
quiry  after.  It  coming  to  hand  by 
an  intrigue  with  a  woman  of  the 
town,  whom  the  gentleman  will  be 
ashamed  to  prosecute  for  fear  of 
exposing   himself.      I'll    exchange 
goods  for  goods  with  you.'     So  the 
pickpf>cket,  rather  than  he  would 
risk  the  consequence  of  4uobliging 
his  master,  concluded  the  bargain. 
One    night,    not    far  from   St. 
Paul's,  the  marshal  and  his  man  met 
with  a  detachment  of  pickpocket 
boys,  who  instantly,  at  the  fight  of 
their  master,   took  to  their  heels 
and  ran  away.     The  bucklo-maker 
asked  the  meaning  of  thdr.surprlse. 
To   which  the  marshal  answered, 
^  I  know  their  meaning,  a  pack  of 
rogues  !  they  were  to  have  met  me 
In  the  fields,  this  morning,  with  a 
book  I  am  Informed  they  hare  taken 
from  a  gentleman,  and  they  are 
afraid  of  being  secured  for  their  dis- 
obedience.    There  Is  Jack  Jones 
among    them.— We'll     catch     the 
whore's  bird.'     Jack  Jones,  run. 
ning  behind  a  coach  to  make  bis 
escape,  was  taken  by  the  marshal 
and  his  man.     The  master  carried 
him  to  a  tavern,  and  threatened  him 
severely,   telling   him  he   believed 
they  were   turned   housebreakers, 
and  that  they  were  concerned  in  a 
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burglary  lately  committed  bj  fonr 
joupg  criminals*  Thb  happened 
to  be  the  fact,  and  the  boy  fearing 
the  marshal  had  been  Informed  of 
ity  he,  for  his  own  security ,  con- 
feised,  and  the  marshal  promised 
to  save  his  life  on  his  becoming 
ovidence:  whereupon  the  marshal 
committed  the  boy  to  the  Compter 
till  the  next  morning,  when  he  car* 
Tied  him  before  a  j  us  tice  of  the  peace, 
who  took  his  information,  and 
issued  a  warrant  for  the  apprehen- 
sion of  his  companions. 

Notice  being  given  where  the 
criminals  were  to  be  found,  viz.  at 
a  house  in  Beech  Lane,  Hitchin  and 
Wild  went  privately  in  the  night 
thither,  and,  listening  at  the  door, 
they  overheard  the  buys,  with  sevc. 
nU  others,  in  a  mixed  company. 
Entering  the  house,  they  met  ten 
or  twelve  persons,  who  were  in  a 
great  rage,  inquiring  what  business 
the  marshal  had  there,  and  saluting 
him  with  a  few  oaths,  whidi 
occasioned  the  marshal  to  make  a 
prudent  retreat,  pulling  the  door 
after  him,  and  leaving  his  little 
man  to  the  mercy  of  the  savage 
company. 

In  a  short  time  the  marshal  re- 
turned with  eight  or  ten  watchmen 
and  a  constable ;  and,  at  the  door, 
out  of  his  dastardly  disposition, 
tboagh  his  pretence  was  a  ceremo- 
nions  respect,  obliged  the  constable 
to  go  in  first;  but  the  constable 
and  marshal  were  both  so  long  with 
their  compliments  that  the  man 
thought  neither  of  them  would  en- 
ter  ia:  at  last  the  constable  ap- 
pearing, with  his  long  staffextended 
before  him^  the  marshal  manfully 
followed,  crying  out,  ^  Where  are 
the  rebel  villains  ?  Why  don't  ye 
secure  them  V  Wild  answered  that 
they  were  under  the  table ;  upon 
which  the  constable  pulled  out  the 
juvenile  offenders,  neither  of  whom 
were  ebore  twelve  years  of  age. 


The  two  boys  now  taken  wen 
committed  to  Newgate;  but  the 
fact  having  been  perpetrated  in  the 
county  of  Surrey,  they  were  after, 
wards  removed  to  the  Marshalsea 
prison*  The  assises  coming  on  at 
Kingston,  and  Jones  giving  his  evi* 
dence  against  hb  companions  before 
the  grand  jury,  a  true  bill  was 
found,  and  the  marshal  indorsed  his 
name  on  the  back  of  it,  to  have  the 
honour  of  being  an  evidence  against 
these  monstrous  housebreakers.  On 
the  trial,  the  nature  of  the  fact  was 
declared;  but  the  parents  of  the 
offenders  appeared,  aud  satisfied  the 
Court  that  the  marshal  was  the  oc- 
casion of  the  ruin  of  these  boys,  by 
taking  them  into  the  fields,  and  en- 
couraging them  in  the  stealing  of 
pocket-books;  and  told  him,  on 
his  affirming  they  were  thieves,  that 
he  had  made  them  such.  The  judge, 
observing  the  marshal's  views  were 
more  to  get  the  reward  than  to  do 
justice,  summed  up  the  charge  to 
the  jury  in  favour  of  theboys^  who 
were  thereupon  acquitted,  and  the 
marshal  reprimanded.  He  was  so 
enraged  at  this,  and  so  angry  with 
himself  for  not  accnsiog  them  of 
other  crimes,  that  he  Immediately 
returned  to  London,  leaving  his 
man  to  discharge  the  whole  reckon* 
ing  at  Kingston. 

A  gentleman,  who  had  lost  his 
watch  when  in  company  with  a 
woman  of  the  town,  applied  to  a 
person  belonging  to  the  Compter, 
who  recommended  him  to  the 
buckle-maker,  to  procure  the  same ; 
and  the  gentleman  applying  accord- 
ingly to  him,  and  giving  him  a  de- 
scription of  the  woman^  the  buckle- 
maker,  a  few  days  after,  traversing 
Fleet  Street  with  his  master  ki  an 
evening,  happened  to  meet  with  the 
female  (as  he  apprehended  by  the 
description  of  tno  gentleman)  who 
had  stolen  the  watdi,  and,  coming 
nearer,  was  satisfied  therein. 
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He  told  his  maiter  that  she  was 
the  Tery  person  described :  to  which 
the  master  answered,  with  an  air  of 
pleaiafe,  <  I  am  glad  to  find  we  have 
a  prospect  of  something  to-night  to 
Mnj  oar  ezpenfes^'  and  immedi- 
ately, wllth  the  assistance  of  Wild, 
seiied  the  female  and  carried  her  to 
a  pablic  house,  where,  upon  exa. 
mimUioo,  she  confessed  it  was  in  < 
her  power  to  serve  the  marshal  in 
it;  telling  him  that  if  he  would 
please  to  go  with  her  home,  or  send 
his  man,  the  watch  wonld  be  re- 
turned, with  a  suitable  reward  for 
his  trouble.    The  man  asked  his 
BMster  his   opinion,    whether    he 
thought  he  might  pursue  the  woman 
with  safety  ?     To  which  the  other 
replied.  Yes,  for  that  he  knew  her, 
at  the  same  time  giving  hints  of  his 
following  at  a  reasonable  distance, 
for  his  security,  which  he  did  with 
a  great  deal  of  precaution,  as  will 
appear;  for,  proceeding  with  the 
female,  sbe  informed  him  that  her 
husband,  who  had  the  watch  about 
hia,  was  at  a  tavern  near  White- 
friars,  and,  if  he  would  condescend 
to  go  thither,  he  might  be  furnished 
with  It  without  giving  himself  any 
farther  trouble,  together  with  the 
revaid   he  deserved. — To  which 
WiU  consenting,  they  came  to  the 
tavern,  where  sbe  made  inquiry  for 
the  canpany  she  had  been  with  but 
Athoitipaoe  before  ;  and,  being  in- 
fomsd  they  were  still  in  the  house* 
ihe  mnt  in  word  by  the  drawer  that 
thtgwtlewoman  who  had  been  with 
thsm  that  evening  desired  the  favour 
tt^eak  with  them.    The  drawer 
fohigin,  and  delivering  the  mes- 
OfS)  immediately  three  or  four 
BMn  came  from  the  room  to  the 
male:  she  gave  them  to  under- 
tttad  that  the  marshal's  man  had 
lecused  her  of  stealing   a  watch, 
telluig  them  she  supposed  it  must 
he  some  other  woman  who  had 
Msumedher  name)  and  desired  their 


protection  $  upon  this  the  whole 
company  sallied  out,  and  attacked 
the  marshal's  man  in  a  very  violent 
manner,  to  make  a  rescue  of  the 
female,  upbraiding  him  for  degrad- 
ing a  gentlewoman  of  her  reputation* 

The  marshal  having  followed  at 
a  little  distance,  and  observed  the 
ill  success  of  his  man,  fearing  the 
like  discipline,  made  off,  hugging 
himself  that  he  had  escaped  the 
severe  treatment  ho  had  equally  de- 
served. Jonathan  in  the  struggle 
showed  his  resentment  chiefly  against 
the  female ;  who,  after  a  long  con- 
test, was  thrust  out  at  the  back 
door;  and  immediately  the  watch 
being  called,  he  and  the  rest  of  the 
party  were  seized. 

As  they  were  going  to  the  Comp- 
ter, the  marshal  overtook  them  near 
Bow  church>  and,  coming  up  to  Wild 
in  great  haste,  asked  him  the  occa- 
sion of  his  long  absence :  the  man 
said,  that  he  had  been  at  a  tavern 
with  the  woman,  where  he  thought 
he  saw  him :  the  master  answerad^ 
that  indeed  he  was  there ;  but  see- 
ing the  confusion  so  great,  he  went 
off  to  call  the  watch  and  constables* 
The  marshal  used  his  interest  to  get 
his  servant  off,  but  to  no  purpose, 
he  being  carried  to  the  Compter 
with  the  rest  of  the  company,  in 
order  to  make  an  agreement  there. 

The  neit  morning  the  woman  sent 
to  her  companions  in  the  Compter, 
letting  them  knoW  that,  if  they 
could  be  released,  the  watch  should 
be  returned  without  any  considera- 
tion, which  was  acconllngly  done, 
and  a  small  present  made  to  the 
marshal's  man  for  smart-money. 
They  were  now  all  dbcharged,  pay- 
ing their  fees. 

The  watch  being  thus  ready  to 
be  produced  to  the  owner,  the  mar- 
shal insisted  upon  the  greatest  part 
of  the  reward,  as  being  the  highest 
pesson  in  authority :  the  matt  de- 
clared this  unreaioaablo,  he  hipMdf 
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ha? inf(  rccoivi-d  the  largest  share  of 
the  bastinado.  ^  But,  howcTcr,' 
says  the  marshal,  ^  I  hafe  now  an 
opportunity  of  playing  my  old 
game  ;  I'll  oblii;e  the  gentleman  to 
gif  c  me  ten  i^ulneas  to  save  his  re- 
putation, which  is  so  nearly  coo- 
cernod  with  a  common  prostitute,' 
But  the  gentleman  knew  too  much 
of  his  character  to  be  thus  imposed 
upon,  and  would  give  him  no  more 
than  what  he  promised,  which  was 
three  guineas.  Ilitchin  at  first  re- 
fused ;  but  his  man  (who  had  the 
most  right  to  make  a  new  contract) 
advising  him  to  act  cautiously,  he 
at  last  agreed  to  accept  the  reward 
first  offered,  giving  Jonathan  only 
one  guinea  for  his  services  and  the 
cure  of  his  wounds.  The  above  is 
a  farther  initaoce  of  the  marshal's 
cowardice  and  inhumanity. 

The  marshal,  going  one  night  up 
Ludgate  Uill,obscrvcd  a  well-drcised 
.  woman  walking  before,  whom  he 
told  Wild  was  a  lewd  woman,  for 
that  he  ^aw  her  talking  with  a  man. 
This  was  no  sooner  spoke  but  he 
seized  her,  and  uskcd  who  she  was. 
She  made  answer  that  she  was  a 
bailiff's  wife.  ^  You  are  more  likely 
to  be  a  whore,'  said  the  marshal, 
'  and  as  such  you  shall  go  to  the 
Compter.' 

Taking  the  woman  through  St. 
Paul's  Church-yard,  she  desired  li- 
berty to  send  for  some  friends ;  but 
he  would  not  comply  with  her  re. 
quest  He  forced  her  into  the 
Nag's  Head  tavern  in  Chrapside, 
where  be  presently  ordered  a  hot 
supper  and  plenty  of  wine  to  be 
brought  in ;  commanding  the  female 
to  keepat  a  distance  from  him,  and 
telling  her  that  he  did  not  permit 
such  vermin  to  sit  in  his  company, 
though  he  intended  to  make  her 
pay  the  reckoning. 

When  the  supper  was  brought  to 
the  table,  he  fell  to  it  lustily,  and 
would  not  allow  the  woman  to  eat 


any  |iart  of  the  supper  with  m«, 
or  to  come  near  the  fire,  though  it 
was  extreme  cold  weather.  When 
he  had  supped,  he  surcd  round, 
and,  applying  himself  to  her,  told 
her  that  if  be  had  been  an  in- 
former, or  such  a  fellow,  she  would 
have  called  for  eatables  and  wine 
herself,  and  not  have  given  hiai  the 
trouble  of  directioo,  or  else  wouU 
have  slipped  a  |iiece  into  his  hand ; 
adding,  ^  You  nay  do  what  you 
please :  but  I  can  assure  yoa  it  is 
in  my  power,  if  i  see  a  woman  in 
the  hands  of  informers,  to  discharge 
her,  and  commit  them.  Yon  are 
not  so  ignorant  but  you  must  guess 
my  meaning.'  She  replied,  that 
she  had  money  enough  to  pay  for 
the  supper,  aud  about  three  half, 
crowns  more.  This  desirable  an- 
swer being  given,  he  ordered  hb 
attendant  to  nithdraw,  while  he 
compounded  the  matter  with  her. 

When  Wild  returned,  the  gen- 
tlewoman was  civilly  asked  to  sit  by 
the  fire,  and  cat  the  remainder  of 
the  supper,  and  in  all  respects 
treated  very  kindly,  only  with  a 
pretended  reprimand  to  give  him 
better  language  whenever  he  should 
speak  to  her  for  the  future;  and, 
after  another  bottle  drank  at  her 
eipense,  she  was  discharged.  Thu 
is  an  excellent  method  to  get  a  good 
supper  gratis,  and  to  fill  an  empty 
pocket. 

The  marshal,  previous  to  hb  sus- 
pension, had  daily  meetings  with  the 
pickpocket  boys  in  Moorfidds,  and 
treated  them  there  plentifully  with 
cakes  and  ale ;  offering  them  sifii- 
cient  encouragement  to  continue 
their  thefts :  and  at  a  certain  time 
it  happened  that  one  of  the  boys, 
more  cunning  than  hU  companions, 
having  stolen  an  alderman's  poeket- 
tH>ok,  and  finding,  on  opening  it, 
several  bank  bilb,  he  gave  the  mar- 
shal to  understand  that  it  was  worth 
a  great  deal  beyond  the  usual  price ; 
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and,  the  noten  being  of  considcnible 
Talue,  insbted  upon  6vc  pieces.  The 
marshal  told  the  boy  that  five  pieces 
wereenongh  to  break  hihi  at  once ; 
that  if  he  gave  him  two  guineas  he 
would  be  sufficient! J  paid ;  but  as. 
slired  him  that,  if  be  bad  the  good 
luck  to  obtain  a  handsome  reward, 
he  woold  then  make  it  up  fire  pieces. 
Upon  this  present  encouragement 
and  fiture  expectation  the  boy  dc. 
lifered  up  the  pocket.book,  and  a 
few  days  afterwards,  being  informed 
that  a  very  largo  reward  had  been 
gifcn  for  the  notes,  he  applied  to 
the  marsiial  for  the  remaining  three 
guineas,  according  to  promise ;  but 
all  the  satbfaction  he  got  was,  that 
he  sboald  be  sent  to  the  house  of 
correction  if  he  continued  to  de- 
mand it;  the  marshal  telling  him 
that  such  rascals  as  he  were  igno- 
rant how  to  dbpose  of  their  money. 

This  connifingat  the  intrigues  of 
the  pickpockets,  taking  the  stolen 
pocket-books,  and  sending  threat. 
ekiing  letten  to  the  persons  that  lost 
them,  under  pretence  that  they  had 
been  in  copopany  with  lewd  women ; 
extorting  money  also  from  persons  in 
Tariovs  other  ways ;  were  the  causes 
of  the  maishal's  being  suspended  ; 
and  this  most  detestable  villain  hav- 
ing sabsequeatly  been  fined  twenty 
pounds,  aad  i^lioried,  for  a  crime 
too  loathsome  to  be  named  in  these 
pages,  left  Wild  at  length  alone  to 
execute  Um  plans  of  depredation  on 
the  poUlc 

We  shall  now,  quitting  Mr. 
Wild's  recriminating  pamphlet,  pro- 
ceed in  our  regular  account  of  the 
hero  of  thu  narrative.— When  the 
vagabonds  with  whom  he  was  in 
Icagae  faithfully  related  to  him  the 
ptrticniars  of  the  robberies  they 
had  eommittcd,  and  intrusted  to 
hun  the  dbposal  of  their  booties,  he 
usured  them  that  they  might  safely 
Kly  on  him  for  protection  against 


the  vengeance  of  the  law  ;  and  in* 
deed  it  must  be  acknowledged* that 
in  cases  of  this  nature  he  would 
persevere  in  his  utmost  endcatonrs 
to  surmount  very  great  difficulties 
rather  than  wilfully  falsify  hu  word. 

Wildes  artful  behaviour,  and  the 
ponctuality  with  which  he  dis- 
charged his  engagements,  obtained 
him  a  great  share  of  confidence 
among  thieves  of  ewerj  denomina- 
tion; insomuch^  that  if  he  caused 
it  to  be  intimated  to  them  that  he 
was  desirous  of  seeing  them,  and 
that  they  should  not  be  molested, 
they  would  attend  him  with  the 
utmost  Willingness,  without  enter* 
taining  the  most  distant  apprehen- 
sion of  danger,  although  conscioils 
that  he  had  informations  against 
them,  and  that  their  lives  were  ab- 
solutely in  hb  power ;  but  if  they 
presumed  to  reject  his  proposals, 
or  proved  otherwise  refractory,  he 
would  address  them  to  the  following 
effect :  <  i  have  given  you  my  word 
that  yon  should  come  and  go  in 
safety,  and  so  you  shall ;  but  take 
care  of  yourself,  for,  if  ever  you  see 
me  again,  you  see  an  enemy.* 

The  great  influence  that  Wild  ob- 
tained over  the  thieves  will  not  be 
thought  a  very  extraordinary  mat- 
ter, if  it  is  considered  that,  when  he 
promised  to  use  hb  endeavours  for 
rescuing  them  from  impending  fate, 
he  was  always  desirous,  and  gene, 
rally  able,  t»  succeed.  Such  as 
complied  with.hb  measures  he  would 
never  interrupt;  but,  on  the  con. 
trary,  afford  them  every  encourage- 
ment for  prose«.«  ting  their  iniqui. 
tons  practices ;  and,  if  apprehended 
by  any  other  person,  he  seldom 
failed  of  procuring  their  dbcharge. 
Ub  most  usual  mcUiod  (in  desperate 
cases,  and  when  matters  could  not 
be  managed  with  more  ease  and  ei. 
pedition)  wa9  to  procure  them  to 
be  admitted  evidences,  under  pre- 
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tazt  that  it  wai  In  their  power  to 
mmkediscoTeriei  of  high  importtnoe 
to  the  poblic.  When  thej  were  In 
prison  he  frcqaently  attended  tbem| 
and  comronnicated  to  them  from  hit 
own  memorandums  such  particniart 
at  he  judged  it  would  be  pmdent 
for  them  to  relate  to  the  Court. 
When  his  aecomplices  were  appre- 
hended, and  he  was  not  able  to  pre- 
Tent  their  being  brought  to  trial,  he 
contrived  stratagems  (in  which  his 
invention  was  amazingly  fertile) 
for  keeping  the  principal  witnesses 
out  of  Court;  so  that  the  delin. 
qoents  were  generally  dbmlssed  in 
defect  of  evidence. 

Jonathan  was  ever  a  most  im- 
placable enemy  to  those  who  were 
hardy  enough  to  reject  liis  terms, 
and  dispose  of  their  stolen  effects 
for  their  own  separate  advantage. 
He  was  industrious  to  an  eitreme 
In  his  efforts  to  surrender  them  into 
the  hands  of  justice ;  and,  being  ac 
quainted  with  all  their  usual  places 
of  resort,  it  was  scarcely  possible 
for  them  to  escape  his  vigilance. 

By  his  subjecting  such  as  incurred 
his  displeasure  to  the  punishment  of 
the  law,  ho  obtained  the  rewards 
offered  for  pursuing  them  to  con. 
Tiction ;  greatly  extended  his  as- 
cendancy over  the  other  thieves, 
who  considered  him  with  a  kind  of 
awe ;  and,  at  tl»e  same  time,  esta- 
blished his  character  as  being  a  man 
of  great  public  utility. 

It  was  the  practice  of  Wild  to 
give  instructions  to  the  thieves  whom 
he  employed  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  they  should  conduct  them- 
selves; and,  if  they  followed  his 
directions,  it  was  seldom  that  they 
failed  of  success.  But  if  they  ne. 
glected  a  strict  observance  of  his 
roles,  or  were, '  through  Inadyer- 
teocy  or  ignorance,  guilty  of  any 
kind  of  mumanagement  or  error  In 
the  prosecution  of  the  schemes  he 


had  snggesled,  It  was  to  be  nnder- 
stood  almost  as  an  absolute  cer- 
tainty that  he  would  procure  them 
to  be  convict  at  the  next  lessioM, 
deeming  then  to  be  unqualified  for 
the  profession  of  rognery. 

He  was  frequently  asked  how  It 
was  possible  that  he  could  cany 
on  the  business  of  restoring  stolen 
effects,  and  yet  not  be  in  league 
with  the  robbers ;  and  his  replies 
were  always  to  this  purpose : — *  My 
acquaintance  among  tMefes  is  very 
extensive,  and,  when  I  receive  In. 
formation  of  a  robbery,  I  auke  in- 
quiry after  the  suspei^jed  ptrties, 
and  leave  word  at  proper  places 
that.  If  the  goods  are  Mk  where  I 
appoint,  the  reward  shall  be  paid, 
and  no  questions  asked.  Snrely  no 
imputation  of  gnilt  can  fall  upon 
me;  for  I  hold  no  interviews  with 
the  robbers,  nor  are  the  goods  gireo 
into  my  possession.' 

We  will  now  give  a  relation  of 
the  most  remarkable  exploits  of  the 
hero  of  these  pages ;  and  our  detail 
must  necessarily  include  many  par- 
ticulars relating  to  other  notorious 
characters  of  the  sanepsriod. 

A  lady  of  fortune  lMing  on  a 
visit  in  Piccadilly,  her  servants, 
leaving  her  sedan  at  the  door,  went 
to  refresh  themselves  at  a  neigh* 
bonring  public  house.  Upon  their 
return  the  vehicle  was  not  to  be 
found ;  in  consequence  of  which  the 
men  immediately  went  to  WiH, 
and  having  informed  him  of  their 
loss,  and  complimented  him  with 
the  usual  fee,  they  were  desired  to 
call  upon  him  again  in  a  few  days. 
Upon  their  second  application. 
Wild  extorted  from  them  a  consi- 
derable reward,  and  then  dirsoted 
them  to  attend  the  chapel  in  Lin- 
coln's Inn  Fields  on  the  following 
morning,  during  the  time  of  prayers. 
The  men  went  according  to  the  iq^ 
pointment,  and  under  the  piasas 
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of  the  chapel  perceiTed  the  chair, 
which  upon  examination  thej  found 
to  contain  the  vel? et  seat,  curtains, 
and  other  furniture,  and  that  it  had 
receiTed  jio  kind  of  damage. 

A  young  gentleman,  named  Knap, 
accompanied  his  mother  to  Sadler's 
Wells,  on  Saturday,    March  St, 
1716.     On  their  return  they  were 
attacked,  about  ten  at  night,  near 
the  wall  of  Gray's  Inn  Gardens,  by 
five  Tillains.    The  young  gentleman 
was  knocked  down,  and  his  mother, 
being  exceedingly  alarmed,  called 
for  assistance ;  upon  which  a  pistol 
was  discharged  at  her,  and  she  in- 
stantly fell  down  dead.  A  consider- 
able reward  was  offered  by  procla. 
mation  in  the  Gazette  for  the  dis- 
corery  of  the  perpetrator  of  this 
horrid  crime;  and   Wild  was  re- 
markably assiduous  in  his  endea. 
▼ours  to  apprehend  the  offenders. 
From  a  description  giren  of  some 
of  the  Tillains,  Wild  immediately 
judged  the  gang  to  be  composed  of 
William  White,  Thomas  Thurland, 
John  Chapman,  alias  £dward  Dar. 
rel,  Timothy  Dun,  and  Isaac  Rag. 
On  the  erening  of  Sunday,  April 
8,  Wild  receiTed  intelligence  that 
some  of  the  abore-naroed  men  were 
drinking  with  their  prostitutes  at  a 
house  kept  by  John  Weatherly,  in 
Newtonei^  Lane.     He    went    to 
Weatheriy's,  accompanied  by  his 
man  Ahnhan,  and  seized  White, 
whom  he  brought  away  about  mid- 
night, in  a   hackney-coach,  and 
ledged  him  io  the  round-house. 

White  being  secured,  information 
was  gifen  to  Wild  that  a  man  named 
J«oies  Aires  was  then  at  the  Bell 
Inn,  Smithfield,  in  company  with  a 
woman  of  the  town.  Having  an  in- 
fomatioB  against  Aires,  Wild,  ac 
oonpaniedby  hisassistanU,  repaired 
to  the  inn,  under  the  gateway  of 
wMch  they  met  Thurland,  whose 
person  had  been  mistaken  for  that 
of  Aires.    Thurland  was  pro? ided 


with  two  brace  of  pistols ;  but, 
being  suddenly  seized,  he  was  de- 
prived of  all  opportunity  of  mt^jh^ing 
use  of  those  weapons,  and  taken 
into  cnstody. 

They  went  on  the  following  night 
to  a  house  in  White  Horse  Allej, 
Drury  Lane,  where  they  apprehend- 
ed Chapman,  alias  Parrel.  Soon 
after  the  murder  of  Mrs»  Kna|iy 
Chapman  and  others  stopped  the 
coach  of  Thomas  Middlethwaite» 
Esq.  but  that  gentleman  escaped 
being  robbed  by  discharging  a  blun- 
derbuss, and  wounding  Chapman 
in  the  arm,  on  which  the  ▼illaios 
retired. 

In  a  short  time  after.  Wild  ap- 
prehended Isaac  Rag  at  a  house 
which  he  frequented  in  St*  Giles's, 
in  consequence  of  an  information 
charging  him  with  a  bu^lary. 
Being  taken  before  a  magistrate,  in 
the  course  of  his  examination  Rag 
impeached  twenty-two  accomplicety 
charging  them  with  being  houso- 
breakers,  footpads,  and  receivera 
of  stolen  effects ;  and,  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  was  admitted  an 
evidence  for  the  crown.  Thu  man 
had  been  convicted  of  a  misde- 
meanour in  January,  1714-15,  and 
sentenced  to  stand  three  times  in 
the  pillory.  He  had  concealed  him- 
self in  the  dust-hole  liolonging  to 
the  house  of  Thomas  Powell,  where 
being  ducovered,  he  was  searched^ 
and  a  pbtol,  some  matches,  and  a 
number  of  pick-lock  keys,  were 
found  in  his  possession.  His  in- 
tention was  evidently  to  commit « 
burglary;  but,  as  he  dki  not  enter  the 
house,  he  was  indicted  for  a  mlsde- 
meanour  in  entering  the  yard  with 
intent  to  steal.  He  was  indicted  in 
October,  1716,  for  a  burglary,  in 
the  house  of  £lisabeth  StanweU,  on 
the  24th  of  August ;  but  he  was  ac- 
quitted of  this  charge. 

White,  Thurland,  and  Chapaan^ 
were  arraigned  on  the  18th  of  May, 
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1716,  at  the  sessions  .house  in  the 
Old  Bailfj.  OD  an  indictment  for 
assanlting  John  Knap,  (vent,   pat- 
ting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from 
him  a  hat  and  wig,  on  the  3 1st  of 
March,  1710.     They  were  alio  in. 
dieted  for  the   monder    of   Mary 
Knap,  widow :  White  bj  difcharg. 
ing  a  pistol  loaded  with  powder  and 
ballets,  and   thereby  giving  her  a 
wound,  of  which  the  immediately 
died,  Mareh  31,  1716.     They  were 
a  second  time  indicted  for  assaulting 
and  robbing  John  Gough.*    White 
was  a   fourth    time   indicted  with 
Janes  RusscI  for  a  burglary  in  the 
house  of  George  Bark  lay.      And 
Chapman  was  a  fourth  time  indicted 
for  a  bnrglary  in  the  house  of  Henry 
Cross.     These  three  offender!!  were 
executed  at  Tyburn  on  the  8th  of 
June,  1716. 

Wild  was  indefatigable  in  his  en- 
deaTours    to    apprehend    Timothy 
Dun,  who  had  hitherto  escaped  the 
hands  of  justice  by  rem o? ing  to  a 
new  lodging,  where  he   concealed 
himself  in  the  most  cautious  manner. 
Wild,  however,  did  not  despair  of 
discovering  thi«  offender,  whom  he 
supposed  must  either  perish  through 
want  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  or 
obtairf  the  means  of  subsistence  by 
returning  to  his  felonious  practices  ; 
and  so  confident  was  he  of  success, 
that  he  made  a  wager  of  ten  guineas 
that  he  would  have  him  in  custody 
before  the  expiration  of  an  appoint- 
ed time. 

Dun*s  confinement,  at  length,  be- 
came exceedingly  irksome  to  him ; 
and  he  sent  his  wife  to  make  in. 
quiries  respecting  him  of  Wild,  in 
order  to  discover  whether  be  was 
still  in  danger  of  being  apprehended. 
Upon  her  return  Wild  ordered  one 
of  his  people  to  follow  her  home. 
She  took  water  at  Blackfriars,  and 
landed  at  the  Falcon  ;  but  suspect- 
ing the  man  was  employed  to  trace 
*^  sAe   agnin    took    water,  and 


crossed  to  Whitefriars :  obsetfine 
that  she  was  still  followed,  she  or. 
dered  the  waterman  to  proceed  to 
Lambeth,  and  having  landed  there, 
it  being  nearly  dark,  inaalned  she 
had  escaped  the  observation  of 
Wild's  man,  and  therefore  walked 
immediately  hone.  The  man  tracrd 
her  to  Maid  Lane,  near  the  Bank, 
side,  Southwark,aiid  perceiving  her 
enter  a  honse,  he  marked  the  wall 
with  chalk,  and  then  returned  to 
his  employer,  with  an  account  of 
the  discovery  he  had  made. 

Wild,  accompanied  by  a  fellow 
named  Abraham,  a  Jew,  who  acted 
the  part  himself  had  fomerly  done 
to  the  worthless  marshal,  one  Rid. 
dlesden,  and  another  man,  went  on 
the  following  momiitg  to  tha  house 
where  the  woman  had  been  seen  to 
enter.     Dun,  hearing  a  noise,  and 
thence  suspecting  tha  the  was  disco, 
vered,  got  through  a  bock-window 
on  the  second  loor  apoo  the  reef  of 
the  pantry,  the  bottom  of  which 
was   about   eight   feet  fnm   the 
ground.      Abraham    dischuged   a 
pistol,  and   wounded   Don  in  the 
arm  ;  in  consequeoce  of  which  he 
fell  from  the  pan tiy  Into  the  yard ; 
after  hU  fall  Riddlesdcn  fired  also, 
and  wounded  him  In  the  face  with 
smalLshol.     Dun  was  secercd  aod 
carried  to  Newgate,  and  being  tiicd 
at  the  ensuing  sessions,  was  soon 
after  executed  at  Tybsrn. 

Kiddlesden  was  bred  to  the  law, 
but  he  entirely  neglected  that  busi- 
ness,  andabandondl  himsdif  to  every 
species  of  wickedness.  Hb  irregu. 
lar  course  of  life  having  greatly  em- 
barrassed his  circumstances,  he 
broke  into  the  chapel  of  Whitehall, 
and  stole  the  communion.plate.  He 
was  conyicteil  of  this  offence,  and 
received  sentence  of  death;  bat, 
through  the  exertion  of  powerful 
interest,  a  pardon  was  obtained,  on 
condition  of  transporting  himself 
for  the  torm  of  seven  years.     Ha 
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wwttaAmerin, but  ROOD  roturned 
to  England,  laJ  hid  the  addrcu  to 
ioRnlufe  himself  bto  the  faroar  of 
E  joung  tadj,  daughter  to  >n  opu. 
lent  merchant  at  Newcattle-upan- 
Tjoc.  BoTore  he  contd  get  bit 
wife'i  fortune,  which  wai  cnntlder- 
Bble,  into  hii  hands,  he  wu  diico- 
yeted  iiid  committMl  to  Newgate. 
She  followed  him,  and  wu  brought 
to  bed  in  the  priioii.  Her  friend*, 
howetcf,  being  appristd  of  her  nn- 
happ7  litualios,  ouKd  her  to  re- 


tnrn  home.  He  contracted  an  intl- 
Diac;  with  the  widow  of  Richard 
Retel.  one  of  the  tnrnkoji  of 
Newgale  ;  and,  being  permitted  to 
traniport  himself  again,  that  wo. 
man  went  with  him  to  Phila- 
delphia, under  the  character  of  hit 
wife.  In  conKqaenca,  however, 
of  a  disagrctunent  between  them, 
Mrs.  RcTol  retnrncd,  and  tooli  a 
public  houio  in  Golden  fjane  ;  but 
what  became  of  Kiddleiden  does 
not  appear. 


r,i 


>; 
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0»e  night,  during  the  i 

of  WiU  with  Hitchin  the  dtj  raar- 
■kal,  bdng  abroad  to  their  walks, 
not  tar  from  the  Temple,  the^ 
dacorered  a  dergynan  standing 
sgaintt  the  wall  in  an  allej,  to 
whidi  he  had  retired,  as  persons 
fnqasntlj  do,  on  account  of  mo. 
dsstjr  and  deceacj.  Immcdtalelj  a 
vonan  of  the  town,  lying  in  wail 
ferprejp,  bnuhingby,  the  clergj. 

TOL.  I. 


man  esclaimed  aloud,  '  What  does 
the  woman  want?'  The  marshal 
instantly  rushed  in  upon  them,  and 
lebcd  the  clergyman,  bidding  his 
man  secure  the  woman.  Thecler> 
gyman  resisted,  proteiling  hit  inno. 
cence  which  hit  language  to  the 
woman  confirmed ;  bat,  finding  It 
to  no  purpose,  he  at  last  desired 
that  he  might  be  permitted  to  fo 
into  an  Ironnooger's  honse  lear. 
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thU  the  marshal  rcf  uied ,  and  dragged 
the  clergyman  to  the  end  of  Sails- 
burj  Court,  in  Fleet  Street,  where 
he  raised  a  mob  about  him ;  and 
tvro  or  three  gentlemen,  who  knew 
the  parson,  happening  to  come  by, 
asked  the  mob  what  they  were  doing 
with  him,  telling  them  he  was  chap- 
lain to  a  noble  lord.  The  rough 
gentry  answered,  '  Damn  him,  we 
belie?e  he's  chaplain  to  the  devil, 
for  we  caught  him  wich  a  whore.' 

Hereupon  the  gentlemen  desired 
the  marshal  to  go  to  a  ta?crn,  that 
they  might  talk  with  him  without 
noise  and  tumult^  which  he  con- 
sen  ted  to.  When  they  came  into 
the  taTemi  the  clergyman  asked  the 
marshal  by  what  authority  he  thus 
abused  him.  The  marshal  replied 
he  was  a  city  officer  (pulling  out 
his  staff),  and  would  ha?e  him  to* 
the  Compter,  unlets  he  gate  very 
good  security  for  his  appearance 
next  morning,  when  he  would  swear 
that  he  caught  him  with  a  whore. 

The  clergyman  seeing  him  so  bent 
upon  perjury,  which  would  rery 
much  expose  him,  sent  for  other 
persons  to  vindicate  his  reputation, 
who,  putting  a  purse  of  gold  into 
the  marshal's  hand  (which  thoy 
found  was  the  only  way  to  deal 
with  such  a  monster  in  iniquity), 
the  clergyman  was  permitted  to 
depart. 

A  thief  of  most  infamous  charac- 
ter, named  Arnold  Puwel,   being 
confined  in  Newgate,  on  a  charge 
of  having  robbed  a  house  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Golden  Square  of 
property  to  a  great  amount,  was 
visited  by  Jonathan,  who  informed 
him  that,  in  consideration  of  a  sum 
of  money,  he  would  save  his  life ; 
adding  that,  if  the  proposal  was  re- 
jected,  he  should  inevitably  die  at 
Tyburn  for  the  offence  on  account 
of  which  he  was  then  imprisoned. 
The  prisoner,   however,    not  be- 
Uewlng  that  it  was  in  Wild's  power 


io  do  him  any  injury,  bade  Wm 
defiance.     Powel  was  brought  to 
trial ;  but,  through  a  defect  of  evi. 
dence,  he  was  acquitted.     Having 
gained  intelligence  that  Powel  had 
committed  a  burglary  in  the  house 
of  Mr.  Eastlick,  near  Fleet  Ditch, 
Wild  caused  that  gentleman  to  pro-» 
secute  the  robber.    Upon  receiving 
information  that  a  bill  was  found  for 
the  burglary,  Powel  sent  for  Wild, 
and  a  comprombc  was  effected  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  which  Wild 
himself  had   proposed,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  Powel  was  assured 
that  his  life  should  be  preserved. 
Upon  the  approach  of  the  sessions, 
VVild  informed  the  prosecutor  that 
the  first  and  second  days  would  be 
employed  in  other  trials,  and,  as  he 
was   willing  Mr.  Eutlick  should 
avoid  attending  with  his  witnesses 
longer  than  was  necessary,  he  would 
give    timely  notice    when    Powel 
would  be  arraigned.    But  ho  con. 
trived  to  have  the  prisoner  put  to 
the  bar ;  and,  no  persons  appearing 
to  prosecute,  he  was  ordered  to  be 
taken  away;  but  after  some  time 
he  was  again  set  to  the  bar,  then 
ordered  away,  and  afterwards  pat 
up  a  third  time,  proclaraatioabong 
made  each  time  for  the  prosecutor 
to  appear.    At  length  the  jury  were 
charged  with  the  prisoner,  and,  as 
no  accusation  was  adduced  against 
him,  he  was  necessarily  dismhi^ ; 
and  the  Court  ordered  Mr.  bst- 
lick's  recognisances  to  be  estreated. 
Powel  was  ordered  to  remain  in 
custody  till  the  next  sessions,  there 
being  another  indictment  agmnst 
him ;  and  Mr.  Fastlick  represented 
the  behaviour  of  Wild  to  the  Court, 
who  justly  reprimanded  him  with 
great  severity. 

Powel  put  himself  into  a  sali- 
Tation,  in  order  to  avoid  betag 
brought  to  trial  the  next  sessions  ; 
but,  notwithstanding  this  strata^ 
gem»  he  was  arraijgaed  and  OMU 
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▼ided,  and  cxccoted  on  the  20th 
of  March,  1716-7. 

At  this  time  Wild  had  quitted  his 
apartments  at  Mrs.  Seagoe^s,  and 
hired  a  house  adjoining  to  the 
Coopers'  Arms,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Old  Bailey.  The  un- 
exampled flllainies  of  this  man  were 
now  become  an  object  of  so  much 
consequence,  as  to  excite  the  par- 
ticular attention  of  the  legislature. 
In  the  jear  1718  an  act  was  passed, 
deeming  efery  person  guilty  of  a 
capital  offence  who  should  accept 
a  reward  in  consequence  of  restoring 
stolen  effects  without  prosecuting 
the  thief.  It  was  the  general  opi- 
nion  that  this  law  would  effectually 
suppress  the  iniquitous  practices  of 
Wild;  but,  after  some  interruption 
to  his  proceedings,  he  def  ised  means 
for  erading  it,  which  were  for  sefe- 
ral  years  attended  with  success. 

He  now  declined  the  custom  of 
receinng  money  from  the  persons 
who  applied  (o  him  ;  but,  upon  the 
second  or  third  time  of  calling,  in- 
formed them  that  all  he  had  been 
able  to  learn  respecting  their  busi- 
ness was,  that,  if  a  sum  of  money 
was  left  at  an  appointed  place,  their 
property  would  be  restored  the 
same  day. 

Sometfanos,  as  the  person  robbed 
was  returning  from  Wild*s  house, 
he  was  accosted  in  the  street  by  a 
mm  wliodelif  ercd  the  stolen  effects^ 
at  the  same  time  producing  a  note, 
expresiing  the  sum  that  was  to  be 
paid  for  £em. 

In  cases  wherein  he  supposed 
danger  was  to  be  apprehended,  be 
idrhed  people  to  advertise  that 
whoerer  would  bring  the  stolen 
goods  to  Jonathan  Wild  should  be 
rewarded,  and  no  questions  asked. 
In  the  two  first  instances  it  could 
not  be  proved  that  he  either  saw 
the  thief,  received  the  goods,  or 
accepted  of  a  reward ;  and  in  the 
fetter  case  he  acted  agreeably  to  the 


directions  of  the  injured  party,  and 
there  appeared  no  reason  to  crimi- 
nate him  as  being  in  confederacy 
with  the  felons. 

When  he  was  asked  what  would 
satisfy  him  for  his  trouble,  he  told 
the  persons  who  had  recovered  their 
property  that  what  he  had  done 
was  without  any  interested  view, 
and  merely  from  a  principle  of  dolbg 
good;  that  therefore  he  made  no 
claim ;  but,  if  he  accepted  a  present, 
he  should  not  consider  it-as  being 
his  due,  but  as  an  instance  of  gene- 
rosity, which  he  should  acknoir- 
ledge  accordingly. 

Our  adventurer's  business  in- 
creased exceedingly,  and  he  opened 
an  office  in  Ncwtoner's  Lane,  to 
the  management  of  which  he  ap. 
pointed  his  man  Abraham.  This 
Israelite  proved  a  remarkably  in* 
dustrious  and  faithful  servant  to 
Jonathan,  who  intrusted  him  with 
matters  of  the  greatest  importance. 

By  too  strict  an  application  td 
business  Wild  much  impaired  his 
health,  so  that  he  judged  it  prudent 
to  retire  into  the  country  for  a  short 
time.  He  hired  a  lodging  at  DuU 
wich,  leaving  both  offices  under  the 
direction  of  Abraham. 

A  lady  had  her  pocket  picked  of 
bank-notes  to  the  amount  of  sevea 
thousand  pounds.  She  related  the 
particulars  of  her  robbery  to  Abra- 
ham, who  in  a  few  days  appre- 
hended three  pickpockets,  and  con- 
ducted them  to  Jonathan's  lodgingi 
at  Dniwich.  Upon  their  delivering 
up  all  the  notes.  Wild  dismissed 
them.  When  the  lady  applied  tb 
Abraham,  he  restored  her  property, 
and  she  generously  made  him  a  pre- 
sent of  four  hundred  pounds,  which 
he  delivered  to  his  employer.  These 
three  pickpockets  were  afterwaMh 
apprehended  for  some  other  of- 
fences, and  transported.  One  of 
them  carefully  concealed  a  bank- 
note for  a  thousand  pounds  in  dto 
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lining  of  his  roat.  On  his  arrival 
at  Maryland,  he  procured  cash  for 
(he  note,  and,  having  purchased  his 
freedom,  went  to  New  York,  where 
be  assumed  the  character  of  a  gen. 
tleman. 

Wild's  business  would  not  per- 
mit him  to  remain  long  at  Dulwich ; 
and  being  under  great  inconvenience 
from  the  want  of  Abraham's  imroe. 
diate  assistance,  he  did  not  keep 
open  his  office  jn  Ne.w toner's  Lane 
for  more  than  three  months. 

About  a  week  after  the  return  of 
Jonathan  from  Dulwich,  a  mercer 
in  Lombard  Street  ordered  a  porter 
to  carry  to  a  particular  inn  a  box 
containing  goods  to  the  amount  of 
two  hundred  pounds,  in  his  way 
the  porter  was  observed  by  three 
thieves,  one  of  whom,  being  more 
genteelly  dressed  than  his  compa- 
nions, accosted  the  man  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner :  '  If  you  arc  will- 
ing to  earn  sixpence,  my  friend, 
step  to  thfe  tavern  at  the  end  of  the 
street,  and  ask  for  the  roquelaure  I 
left  at  the  bar ;  but,  lest  the  waiter 
should  scruple  giving  it  to  you,  take 
my  gold  watch  as  a  token.  Pitch 
your  burden  upon  this  bulk,  and  I 
will  take  care  of  it  till  you  return  ; 
but  be  sure  you  make  haste.'  The 
man  went  to  the  tavern,  and,  having 
delivered  his  message,  was  informed 
that  the  thing  he  inquired  for  had 
not  been  left  there ;  upon  which  the 
porter  said,  ^  Since  you  scruple  to 
trust  me,  look  at  this  gold  watch, 
which  the  gentleman  gave  me  to 
produce  as  a  token.'  What  was 
called  a  gold  watch,  being  examined, 
proved  to  be  only  pewter  lacquered. 
In  consequence^ of  thb  discovery, 
the  porter  hastened  back  to  where 
he  had  left  the  box;  but  neither  that 
nor  the  sharpers  were  to  be  found. 

The  porter  was,  with  reason,  ap. 
prehensive  that  he  should  incur  his 
master's  displeasure  if  he  related 
what  had  happened ;  and,  in  order 


to  excuse  his  folly,  he  determined 
upon  the  following  stratagem  :— he 
rolled  himself  in  the  mud,  and  then 
went  home,  saying  he  had  been 
knocked  down,  and  robbed  of  the 
goods. 

The  proprietor  of  the  goods  ap- 
plied to  Wild,  and  related  to  him 
the  story  he  had  been  told  by  his 
servant.      Wild  told  him  he  had 
been  deceived  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  trunk  was  lost,  and  that 
he  should  be  convinced  of  it  if  he 
would  send  for  the  porter.    A  mes- 
senger was  accordingly  dispatched 
for    him,    and,   upon  his  arrival, 
Abraham   conducted    him    into  a 
room  separated  from  the  office  only 
by  a  slight  partition.     ^  Tour  mas- 
ter,' said  Abraham,  *  has  just  been 
here  concerning  the  box  yon  lost ; 
and  he  desired  that  you  might  be 
sent  for,  in  order  to  commnnicate 
the   particulars  of  the  robbery.— 
What   kind    of    people  were  the 
thieves,  and  in  what  manner  dki 
they  take  the  box  away  ?'    In  reply 
the  man  said,  <  Why,  two  or  three 
fellows  knocked  me  down,  and  then 
carried   off  the  box.'     Hereupon 
Abraham  told  him,  that,  <  if  they 
knocked  him  down,  there  was  bat 
little  chance  of  the  property  being 
recovered,  since  that  offence  ren. 
dered   them   liable  to  be  hanged. 
But,'  continued  he,  ^  let  me  prevail 
upon  you  to  speak  the  truth ;  for, 
if  you  persist  in  a  refusal,  be  assured 
we  shall  discover  it  by  some  other 
means.    Pray,  do  you  recollect  no. 
thing  about  a  token  ?     Were  you 
not  to  fetch  a  roquelaure  from  a 
tavern  ?  and  did  you  not  produce  a 
gold  watch  as  a  token  to  induce  the 
waiter  to  deliver  it  ?' — Astonished 
at  Abraham's  words,  the  porter  de- 
clared ^  he  believed  he  was  a  witch,' 
and  immediately  acknowledged  in 
what  manner  he  had  lost  the  box. 

One  of  the  villafps  concerned  in 
the  above  transaction  lived  in  the 
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house  formerly  inhabited  by  Wild, 
in  Cocic  Alley,  near  Cripplegate. 
To  this  place  Jonathan  and  Abra. 
ham  repaired,  and,  when  they  were 
at  the  door,  they  oferheard  a  dis. 
pate  between  the  man  and  his  wife, 
diring  which  the  former  declared 
that  he  would  set  out  for  Uolland 
the  neit  day.  Upon  this  they 
forced  open  the  door ;  and  Wild, 
saying  ho  was  under  the  necessity 
of  preventing  his  intended  voyage, 
took  him  into  custody,  and  con. 
ducted  him  to  the  Compter.  On 
the  following  day,  the  goods  being 
returned  to  the  owner,  Wild  re- 
ceifed  a  handsome  reward  ;  and  he 
contrifed  to  procure  the  discharge 
of  the  thief. 

On  the  iSiA  or  24th  of  January, 
1718-19,  Margaret  Dodwell  and 
Alice  Wright  went  to  Wild's  house, 
and  desirvd  to  have  a  private  inter- 
view  with  Mm.  Observing  one  of 
these  women  to  be  with  child,  he 
imagined  she  might  want  a  father  to 
her  eipcctcd  issue;  for  it  was  a 
part  of  his  business  to  procure 
persons  to  stand  in  the  place  of  the 
real  fathers  of  children  born  in  con. 
scquenee  of  illicit  commerce.  Being 
shown  into  another  room,  Dodwell 
spoke  ID  the  following  manner : — 
*  I  do  not  come,  Mr.  Wild,  to  in. 
form  you  that  I  have  mot  with  any 
loss,  but  that  I  wish  to  find  some, 
thing.  If  you  will  follow  my  ad- 
vice, you  may  acquire  a  thousand 
pounds, or  perhaps  many  thousands.' 
Jonathan  here  expressed  the  utmost 
willingness  to  engage  in  an  enter- 
prise so  highly  lucrative,  and  the 
woman  proceeded  thus :  '  My  plan 
isthb:  you  must  procure  two  or 
three  stout  resolute  fellows  who 
will  undertake  to  rob  a  house  in 
Wormwood  Street,  near  Bishops- 
gate.  This  house  b'kept  by  a  cane 
chair  maker,  named  John  Cooke, 
who  has  a  lodger,  an  ancient  maiden 
Jady,immeDselyrieh;  and  she  keeps 


her  money  in  a  box  in  her  a|)art« 
ment  ;.  she  is  now  gone  into  the 
country  to  ^etch  more.  One  of  the 
men  must  find  an  opportunity  of 
getting  into  the  shop  in  (lie  evening, 
and  conceal  himself  in  a  saw -pit 
there :  he  may  let  his  companions 
in  when  the  family  are  retired  to 
rest.  But  it  will  be  particularly 
necessary  to  secure  two  stout  ap- 
prentices, and  a  boy,  who  lie  in 
the  garret.  I  wish,  however,  that 
no  murder  may  be  committed.' 
Upon  this  Wright  said,  <  Phoo! 
phoo !  when  people  engage  in  mat- 
ters of  this  sort,  they  must  manage 
as  well  as  they  can,  and  so  as  to 
provide  for  their  own  safety.'  Dod. 
well  now  resumed  her  discourse  to 
Jonathan.  ^  The  boys  having  been 
secnred,  no  kind  of  difficulty  will 
attend  getting  possession  of  the  old 
lady's  money,  she  being  from  home, 
and  her  room  under  that  where  the 
boys  sleep.  In  the  room  facing 
that  of  the  old  lady,  Cooke  and  his 
wife  lie:  he  is  a  man  of  remarkable 
courage;  great  caution,  therefore, 
must  be  observed  respecting  him; 
and  indeed  I  think  it  would  bo  as 
well  to  knock  him  on  the  head ;  for 
then  his  drawers  may  be  rifled,  and 
he  is  never  without  money.  A  wo. 
man  and  a  child  lie  under  the  room 
belonging  to  the  old  lady,  but  f 
hope  no  violence  will  be  oflfered  to 
them.' 

Having  heard  the  above  proposal, 
Wild  took  the  women  into  custody, 
and  lodged  them  in  Newgate.  It  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  his  conduct 
in  (his  affair  proceeded  from  a  pi^n. 
ciple  of  virtue  or  justice,  but  that 
he  declined  engaging  in  the  iniqui. 
tons  scheme  from  an  apprehension 
that  their  design  was  to  draw  him 
into  a  snare. 

Dodwell  had  lived  five  months  io 
Mr.  Cooke's  house,  and,  though  she 
paid  no  rent,  he  was  too  generous 
to  turn  her  out,  or  in  any  manner 
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io  oppress  her.  Wild  prosecuted 
Dodwell  and  Wright  for  a  misde- 
meanor,  and,  being  found  guilty, 
they  were  sentenced  each  to  six 
months*  imprisonment. 

Wild  had  inserted  in  his  book  a 
gold  watch,  a  quantity  of  fine  lace, 
and  other  property  of  considerable 
Talue,  which  one  John  Butler  had 
stolen  from  a  house  at  Ncwington 
Green ;  but  Butler,  instead  of 
coming  to  account  as  usual,  had  de- 
clined his  felonious  practices,  and 
liTtd  on  the  produce  of  his  booty. 
Wild,  highly  enraged  at  being  ex. 
eluded  his  share,  determined  to  pur- 
sue every  possible  means  for  sub- 
jecting him  to  the  power  of  justice. 

Being  informed  that  he  lodged  at 
a  public  house  in  Bishopsgate  Streets 
Wild  went  to  the  house  early  one 
morning,  when  Butler,  hearing  him 
ascending  the  stairs,  jumped  out  of 
the  window  of  his  room,  and,  climb- 
ing oTer  the  wall  of  the  yard,  got 
into  the  street.  Wild  broke  open 
the  door  of  the  room  ;  but  was  ex- 
ceedingly disappointed  and  mortified 
to  find  that  the  man  of  whom  he 
was  in  pursuit  had  escaped.  Jn  the 
mean  time  Butler  ran  into  a  house, 
the  door  of  which  stood  open,  and, 
descending  to  the  kitchen,  where 
some  women  wer^  washing,  told 
them  he  was  pursued  by  a  baililf, 
and  they  advised  him  to  conceal 
himself  in^the  coalhole. 

Jonathan,  coming  out  of  the  ale- 
house, and  seciug  a  shop  on  the  op. 
posite  side  of  the  way  open,  he  in- 
quircil  of  the  master,  who  was  a 
dyer,  whether  a  man  had  not  taken 
refuge  in  his  house.  The  dyer  an- 
swered in  the  negative,  saying  he 
had  not  left  his  shop  more  than  a 
minute  since  it  had  been  opened. 
Wild  requested  to  search  the  house, 
and  the  dyer  readily  complied. 
Wild  asked  the  women  if  they  knew 
whether  a  man  had  taken  shelter  in 
iAe  house,  which  they  denied ;  but, 


informing  them  that  the  man  he 
sought  was  a  thief,  they  said  he 
would  find  him  in  the  coalhole. 

Having  procured  a  candle.  Wild 
and  his  attendants  searched  the 
place  without  efiect,  and  they  en- 
mined  every  part  of  the  house  with 
no  better  success.  He  observed 
that  the  villain  must  have  escaped 
into  the  street ;  on  which  the  dyer 
said  that  could  not  be  the  case; 
that  if  he  had  entered,  he  must 
still  be  in  the  house,  for  he  had  not 
quitted  the  shop,  and  it  was  impos- 
sible that  a  man  could  pass  to  the 
street  without  his  knowledge;  ad- 
vising  Wild  to  search  the  cellar 
again.  They  now  all  went  into  the 
cellar,  and,  after  some  time  spent 
in  searching,  the  dyer  tamed  ip  a 
large  vessel,  used  in  his  business, 
and  Butler  appeared.  Wild  asked 
him  in  what  manner  he  had  disposed 
of  the  goods  he  stole  from  Newing- 
ton  Green,  upbraided  him  as  being 
guilty  of  ingratitude,  and  declared 
that  he  should  certainly  he  hanged. 

Butler,  however,  knowing  the 
means  by  which  an  accommodation 
might  be  elTected,  directed  our  hero 
to  go  io  his  lodging,  and  look  be- 
hind the  head  of  the  bed,  where  he 
would  find  what  would  recompense 
him  for  his  time  and  trouble.  Wild 
went  to  the  place,  and  found  what 
perfectly  satisfied  him ;  but,  as  But- 
ler had  been  apprehended  in  a  public 
manner,  the  other  was  under  tho 
necessity  of  taking  hioi  before  a 
magistrate,  who  committed  him  for 
trial.  He  was  tried  the  ensuing 
sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey ;  but,  by 
the  artful  management  of  Wild,  in- 
stead of  being  condemned  to  die,  he 
was  only  sentenced  to  transporta- 
tion. 

Being  at  an  inn  in  Smithfield, 
Wild  observed  a  large  trunk  in  the 
yard,  and,  imagining  that  it  contain- 
ed  property  of  value,  he  hastened 
home,  and  instructed  ope  of  the 
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thieves  he  employed  to  oarry  it  off. 
The  man  he  used  in  this  matter  was 
named  Jeremiah  Rann,  and  he  was 
reckoned  one  of  the  most  dexterous 
thieves  in  Ijondon.  Having  dressed 
himself  so  as  exactly  to  resemble  a 
porter,  he  carried  away  the  trunk 
without  being  observed. 

Mr.  Jarvis,  a  whipmakor  by 
trade,  and  the  proprietor  of  the 
trunk,  had  no  sooner  discovered 
his  loss  than  he  applied  to  Wild, 
who  returned  him  the  goods,  in  con- 
sideration of  receiving  ten  guineas. 
Some  time  after,  a  disagreement 
taking  place  between  Jonathan  and 
Rann,  the  former  apprehended  the 
latter,  who  was  tried  and  con- 
demned  to  die.  The  day  preceding 
€ti9i  on  which  Rann  was  executed 
he  sent  for  Mr.  Jarvis,  and  related 
to  him  all  the  particulars  of  the 
trunk.  Wild  was  threatened  with 
a  prosecution  by  Mr.  Jarvis ;  but 
all  apprehensions  arising  hence  were 
soon  dissipated  by  the  decease  of 
that  gentleman. 

Wild,  being  much  embarrassed  in 
endeavoring  to  find  out  some  me- 
thod by  which  he  might  safely  dis. 
pose  of  the  property  that  was  not 
claimed  by  the  respective  proprie- 
ion,  revolved  in  his  mind  a  variety  of 
schemes;  bat  at  length  he  adopted 
that  which  follows:  he  purchased 
a  sloop,  in  order  to  transport  the 
goods  to  Holland  and  Flanders, 
and  gave  the  command  of  the  vessel 
to  a  notorious  thief,  named  Roger 
Johnson* 

Ostcnd  was  the  port  where  this 
vessel  princii>ally  traded ;  but,  when 
the  goods  were  not  disposed  of 
there,  Johnson  navigated  her  to 
Bruges,  Ghent,  Brussels,  and  other 
pUces.  He  brought  home  lace, 
wine,  brandy,  &c.  and  these  com«' 
moditles  were  landed  in  the  night, 
without  making  any  increase  to 
the  business  of  the  revenue  offieerv. 
This  trade  was  continued  about  two 


years,  when,  five  pieces  of  lace  being 
lost,  Johnson  deducted  the  talue  of 
them  from  the  mate's  pay.  Vio- 
lently  irritated  by  this  conduct,  the 
mate  lodged  an  information  agamst 
Johnson  for  running  a  great  quan* 
tity  of  various  kinds  of  goods* 

In  consequence  of  this  the  vessel 
was  exchcquored,  Johnson  cast  in 
damages  to  the  amount  of  700/. 
and  the  commercial  proceedings 
were  entirely  ruined. 

A  disagreement  had  for  some  time 
subsisteil  between  Johnson  and 
Thomas  Edwards,  who  kept  a  house 
of  resort  for  thieves  in  Long  Lane, 
concerning  the  'division  of  some 
booty.  Meeting  one  day  in  the 
Strand,  they  charged  each  other 
with  felony,  and  were  both  taken 
into  custody.  Wild  bailed  John- 
son, and  Edwards  was  not  prose- 
cuted. The  latter  had  no  sooner 
recove^cd  his  liberty  than  he  gave 
information  against  Wild,  whose 
private  warehouses  being  searched, 
a  great  quantity  of  stolen  goods 
were  there  found.  Wild  now 
arrested  Edwards  in  the  name  of 
Johnson,  to  whom  he  pretended 
the  goods  belonged,  and  he  was 
taken  to  tho  Marshilsea,  but  the 
next  day  procured  bail.  Edwards 
determined  to  wreak  his  rcrcngc 
upon  Johnson,  and  for  some  time 
industriously  sought  him  in  vain ; 
but,  meeting  him  accidentally  In 
Whitechapel  Road,  he  gave  him 
into  the  custody  of  a  peace-officer, 
who  conducted^  him  to  an  adjacent 
alehouse.  Johnson  sent  for  Wild, 
who  immediately  attended,'  accom- 
panied by  his  man.  Quilt  Arnold. 
Wild  promoted  a  riot,  during  which 
Johnson  availed  himself  of  an  op- 
portunity of  effecting  an  escape. 

information  being  made  against 
Wild  for  the  rescue  of  Johnson,  he 
judged  it  prudent  to  abscond,  and 
he  remainetl  concealed  for  three 
weeks ;  at  the  end  of  whidi  lime, 
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luppcMing  all  danger  to  be  ofetj  he 
returned  to  hit  boufe.  Being  ap. 
priied  of  thU,  Mr.  Jonet,  bigh. 
constable  of  liolbom  di? ision,  went 
to  Jonathan*!  house  in  the  Old  Bai. 
ley,  on  the  15th  of  February,  17^5, 
apprehended  him  and  Qnilt  Arnold, 
and  took  them  before  Sir  John 
Fryer,  who  committed  them  to 
Newgale  on  a  charge  of  having 
assisted  in  thu  etcapc  of  Johnson. 

On  Wednesday,  the  ^th  of  the 
•amu  month,  Wild  moved  to  be 
either  admitted  to  bail  or  dis. 
charged,  or  brought  to  trial  that 
sesilouM.  On  the  following  Friday 
a  warrant  of  detainer  woi  produced 
against  him  in  Court,  and  to  it  was 
alAxtHl  the  following  articles  of  in. 
furmatiou  t 

l«  That  for  many  yean  past  bo 
had  been  a  confederate  with  great 
numbt^rs  of  highwaymen,  pick- 
|ioekets«  house. breakers,  sho|>.lift. 
ersi  and  «kther  thieves. 

It.  That  he  had  formed  a  kind  of 
corporation  of  thieves^  of  which  ho 
was  the  head  or  director ;  and  that 
notwithstanding  hw  pretended  ser- 
vices. In  detecting  and  proeecuting 
ofleuders^  be  procure  ^iich  only  to 
be  banged  a>  concealed  their  booty, 
or  refused  to  share  it  w  ith  bin. 

IlL  That  he  had  divided  tbc 
town  andcoantry  intosoMany  diw 
tricts^  and  appointed  dbtiiict  gangs 
for  e<acb,  w  Ki^  regwbirly  aiCcoaBled 
w  lib  bim  for  tbeir  robberies*  That 
bo  bad  ai«o  a  particwiar  s«t  ti>  steal 
mi  cbawbea  in  fi»e  of  diviae  setw 
II ice:  and  likewiw  other  noviaig 
detadMaeals  to  attee^l  at  Coart  oa 
birtb-dayik  balb,  «u  aMl  at  both 
bawicj  e/  i^arlMBMWt^  cu«wM«>  aaU 
ciNSfttvy  faies* 

n\  Tbal  tbe  fitmms  eospl^y^ 
by  bias  w«te  Utr  Ibe  moat  pnH  Ittott 

tikts^  wbo  baii  MlaiMl  (titm 

baUkNs  b«Aif«  tbe  tine  fo* 

rbiajb  tbiiy  wew  traai^poHiNl  waa 

i  aad  tbiu  ba  Mvk  wbiiww 


of  them  to  be  his  agents,  beessis 
they  could  not  be  legal  evidencss 
against  him,  and  becaase  be  hid  it 
in  his  |>owcr  to  take  from  them  what 
part  of  the  stolen  goods  he  tboaght 
fit,  and  otherwise  nfc  them  ill,  or 
hang  them,  as  he  pleased. 

V.  That  he  had  from  thnc  to  time 
supplied  such  convicted  felons  with 
money  and  clothes,  and  lodged  them 
in  his  own  house,  the  better  to  oon. 
ccalthem :  particularly  soneagainsi 
whom  there  are  now  informations 
for  counterfeiting  and  dimlmshing 
broad  pieces  and  guineas. 

VJ.  That  he  had  not  only  been  a 
receiver  of  stolon  goods,  as  wdl  as 
of  writings  of  all  kinds,  for  near 
fifteen  years  past,  but  bad  fre- 
quently been  a  confederate^  and 
robbecl  along  with  the  above  mea- 
^  tioned  convicted  felons* 

VII.  That  in  order  to  carry  on 
these  vile  practices,  and  to  gain 
some  credit  with  the  ignorant  maU 
titude,  he  usually  cankd  a  short 
silver  staff,  as  a  badge  of  aothoritjr 
from  the  goTemment,  wbicb  he  ased 
to  produce  when  he  hiMirif  waa 
concerned  in  robbing. 

VIII.  That  he  bad,  nnder  bis 
care  and  direction,  several  vrara- 
boQses  for  receiving  and  coacealiag 
stolen  goods  ;  and  also  a  ibip  for 
carrying  off  jewels,  watches,  and 
other  valaable  goods,  to  HoDaady 
where  be  bad  a  saperaaaaated  thW 
for  bis  factor. 

IX.  That  be  kept  in  pay  isvcfal 
artists  to  asake  altcvadona,  ind 
trawlorai  walcbcs,  amis,  snaff- 
boaes,  riagsi  and  ntbcr  valaahia 
tbii^s^  that  they  m^t  not  be 
knowa,  sef«rnl  of  wbsdi  be  wmA 
^  peeacttt  to  sndh  fitsiaai  as  ha 

t  aarbt    be   of  scrrioa  la 


I 


i 


X.    Hat  be 
batp«U  tbie  nwMfs  tm  fht 
tktf  bml 


aanctix  fen  spniQf 
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and  describe  them,  and  theo  often 
Insisted  on  more  than  half  the  Talue. 

XL  And,  lastly,  it  appears  that 
he  has  often  sold  human  blood,  bj 
procuring  false  eridence  to  swear 
persons  into  facts  they  were  not 
guilfj  of;  sometimes  to  pretent 
them  from  being  e? Idences  against 
himself,  and  at  other  times  for  the 
sake  of  the  great  reward  giren  by 
the  gof  emment. 

The  information  of  Mr.  Jones 
was  also  read  in  Court,  setting 
forth  that  two  persons  would  be 
produced  to  accuse  the  prisoner  of 
capital  offences.  The  men  alluded 
to  in  the  above  affidavit  were  John 
Follard  and  Thomas  Butler,  who 
had  been  convicted ;  but,  it  being 
deemed  expedient  to  grant  them  a 
pardon  on  condition  of  their  ap. 
peartng  in  support  of  a  prosecution 
against  Wild,  they  pleaded  to  the 
same,  and  were  remanded  to  New- 
gate tlU  the  next  sessions. 

Sat«nlay,thel3th  of  April,  Wild, 
by  oowisd,  mo?ed  that  hb  trial 
might  be  postponed  till  the  ensuing 
sessions ;  and  an  affidavit  made  by 
the  prisoner  was  read  in  Court, 
purporting  that  till  the  preceding 
evennig  Ke  was  entirely  ignorant  of 
a  bill  havtog  been  found  against 
him;  Oat  he  knew  not  what  of. 
fence  he  was  charged  with,  and 
was  nnableto  procure  two  material 
witnewek  one  of  them  lifing  near 
Brentfoni|  and  the  other  in  Somer* 
setsbire.  This  was  opposed  by  the 
consel  for  the  crown,  who  urged 
that  it  would  be  improper  to  dd^er 
the  trial  on  so  frivolous  a  pretext 
M  that  made  by  the  prisoner;  that 
the  affidavit  expressed  an  ignorance 
of  what  offence  he  was  charged  with, 
and  yet  declared  that  two  nameleu 
penons  were  material  witnesses. 

The  prisoner  Informed  the  Court 

that  hb  witnesses  were Bays, 

^  the  Pack  Horse,  on  Turnham 
Green,  and  — — .  Wibon,  a  clothier. 


at  Fromc;  adding  that  he  had 
heard  it  slightly  intimated  that  he 
was  indicted  for  a  felony  upon  a 
person  named  Stretham.  Wildes 
counsel  moved  that  the  names  of 
Hays  and  Wilson  might  be  inserted 
in  the  affidafit,  and  that  it  should 
be  again  sworn  to  by  the  prisoner. 
The  counsel  for  the  prosecution 
observed  that  justice  would  not  be 
denied  the  prisoner,  though  it  could 
not  be  reasonably  expected  that  he 
would  be  allowed  any  extraordinary 
favours  or  indulgences.  Follard 
and  Butler  were,  at  length,  bound 
each  in  the  penalty  of  500/.  to  ap« 
pear  at  the  ensuing  sessions,  when  It 
was  agreed  that  Wild's  fate  should 
be  determined. 

Saturday,  May  15,  1735,  Jona- 
than Wild  was  indicted  for  privately 
stealing  in  the  house  of  Catherine 
Stretham,  in  the  parish  of  St  An. 
drew,  Holborn,  fifty  yards  oMace, 
the  property  of  the  said  Catherine^ 
on  the  29d  of  January,  17M-5. 
He  was  a  second  time  indicted  for 
feloniously  receiring  from  the  said 
Catherine,  on  the  10th  of  March, 
ten  guineas,  on  account,  and  under 
pretence,  of  restoring  the  said  lace, 
without  apprehending  and  prosecute 
ing  the  felon  who  stole  the  property* 

Previous  to  his  trial  Wild  distri* 
buted  among  the  jurymen,  and 
other  persons  who  were  walking 
on  the  leads  before  the  Court,  a 
great  number  of  printed  papert| 
under  the  title  of  <  A  List  of  Per. 
sons  dbcovered,  apprehended,  and 
convicted  of  several  Robberies  on 
the  Highway;  and  also  for  Bur. 

?;lary  and  Housebreaking ;  and  also 
or  returning  from  Transportation : 
by  Jonathan  Wild.'  Thb  Ibt  con. 
tained  the  names  of  thirty-five  for 
robbing  on  the  highway,  twenty, 
two  for  housebreaking,  and  ten 
for  returning  from  transportation. 
To  the  list  was  annexed  the  follow- 
ing Noia  Bene :«- 


1 
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retted  view*  in  matten  of  Ihb  kinri,  (hat  he  thought  the  wrrlce  be  kd  putt 

but  act  from  m  principle  of  serfing  rendered   tlie  pnbli^  in   retamlii;  ^lii 

people  unilcr  miifortune.     I  hope  the  itolrn  goodi  (o  the  o*nen,  and  1    nu 

I  ihaii  9oon  be  able  to  rccorcr  the  apprehending  feloni,  wai  lo  great  |    nor 

other  piece  of  lace,  and  lo  rctnrn  ai  juilljr  to  entitle  him  to  therojal  '.    Uo 

yoD  the  ten  guineas,  and   perhaps  mercf.    He  wd  that,  had  he  conti.  tj 

caute  the  thief  ta  be  apprehended,  dered  hii  caae  ai  being  daperate,  j    Mil 

For  the  »crTice  I  can  render  you  he  ihould  hare  taken  timely  mea-  I    tnaj 

1  fhaii  only  expect  your  prayers.  I  surei  for  indacing  lome  pawE-rfai  '    loki 

have  many  encmiet,  and  know  not  friend*   at   Wolrerhamplon  to  in-  i    Thti 

what  will  be  the  conicquence  of  thu  tcrcede  in  hii  faronrj  and  that  be  ]    *bi 

imprisoRineat.'  thought  it  not  unreaionahic  to  en.  ■    otQ 

The   prinoncr't    couniel   argued  terlain  hopei  of  obtaining  a  pardon  |    enU 

that  ai  Murphy  liad  deposed  that  through  the  interest  of  ume  of  the  aui 

Wild,  Kelly,  and  henelf,  werecon-  duko,  earls,  and  other  personi  of  |    iW 

cerned   in   the  felony,  the  former  high  diitinction,  who  hid  recoTcred  '.  !n^ 

could  by  no  means   be  considered  their  property  through  hu  means.  I  ir^ 

u  coming  within  the  description  of  It  wai  obterted  to  himthat  behad  oai) 

theact  on  which  the  indictment  was  tr«ncdupagreatnuniberorih>eTe*,  J   t)^. 

founded,  for  the  act  in  question  wti  and  mutt  lie  conscious  that  he  had  .   Bat 

not  meant  to  operate  aguait   the  not  enforced  the  execntioa  of  the  !>^ 

actual   perpetrators  of  felony,  but  law  from   any  principle  of  lirtur,  j   ^ 

to  mbject  luch  persons  to  punish,  but   had   lacrificcd   tlie   lim  of  a  '   ^ , 

ment  as  held  a  correspondence  with  great  number  of  his  accomplices,  '   pt^ 

feloni.  in   order  to  proride  for  hli  owa  i   Chi 

The  counsel  for  tbc  crown  ob-  safety,  and  to  gratify  his  derim  <rf  '   ^ 

serred  that,  from  the  erldence  ad-  revenge   «j[ainst  such  ai  bad  in-  i   y^, 

duoed,  no  doubt  could  remain   of  crre  d  his  displeaiare.  ^' 

the   prisoner's   coming   under   the         He  was  observed  to  be  Id  an  vn-  :   ^^ 

meaning   of   the  act,  since  it  had  settled  state  of  mind,  aad,  being  '  ;^| 

been  prored  that  he  had  engaged  in  asked  whether  he  knew  Iw  gum  \  ^ 

combinationi  ulth  felons,  and  had  thereof,  he  said  be  atliflMlad  kh  \  ^, 

not  discorered  them.  disorder  to  the  muy  wowdi  ho  •  t^. 

The  judge  recapitulated  the  ar.  had  received  in  apprBh—ftigfclo»  j  1^ 

gnments  enforced  on  each  side,  and  and    particularly   msntlBMi   tm  |  i,^ 

was  of  opinion  that  the  case  of  the  fractures    of    hu    skull,  and    his  \  h^ 

prisoner   was    clearly    within    the  throat  being  cut  by  Btuetkin.  ^ 

meaning   of   the  act;  for   it   was         He  declined  ailcadlogditiiWMr-  ^ 

plain  that  he  had  maintained  a  se-  vice  in  the  chapel,  etcusing htitfrif  ^ 

cret  correspondence    with   felons,  on  account  of  his  inflrmWei^uul 

■nd   receired   money  for  restoring  saying  that  there  were  naay  peo- 

stolen  goods  to  the  owners,  which  pie  highly  ciaspcratnl  againstHn, 

money  wu  divided   between   him  and  thereFore  he  rouM  not  Mrpecl 

and  the  felons,  whom  he  did  not  bnl  that  bis  dcothMif  woaM  b«J^ 

prosecute.     The  jury  prononnced  terrupl"*   by  tbcjf  hmilll 

him  guilty,  and  he  was  executed  nt  (iour.      le  said  tehMli^ 

Tyburn    on  Monday,  the  a4th  of  days-        ■  ■    •    -■    - 

May,   iTSfi,   along    with    Robert  hitw 
Harpham. 


.>. 


tarpham. 
Wild,  when   be  was  nndor  »■> 
tmee  ofdtmth,  fnqncnllj  d 
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of  the  sonl  immediately  after  its  de- 
parture from  the  body.  ^  He  was 
adfited  to  direct  his  attention  to 
matters  of  more  importance,  and 
tincerelj  to  repent  of  the  crimes  he 
had  committed. 

Bjr  hb  desire  the  Ordinary  ad. 
ministered  the  sacrament  to  him,  and 
daring  the  ceremony  he  appeared 
to  be  somewhat  attentiTC  and  de?out« 
The  ereoing  preceding  the  day  on 
which  he  soflfered  he  inquired  of 
the  Ordinary  whether  self-murder 
could  be  deemed  a  crime,  since 
many  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans, 
who  had  put  a  period  to  their  own 
lives,  were  so  honorably  mentioned 
by  historians.  He  was  informed 
that  the  most  wise  and  learned  hea. 
tbeni  accounted  those  guilty  of  the 
greatest  cowardice  who  had  not 
fortitude  sufficient  to  maintain 
themselres  in  the  station  to  which 
they  had  been  appointed  by  the 
providence  of  Heaven;  and  that  the 
Christian  doctrines  condemned  the 
practice  of  suicide  in  the  most  ex. 
press  terms. 

He  pretended  to  be  convinced 
that  self.mnrder  was  a  most  im- 
pious crime ;  but  about  two  in  the 
moramg  he  endeavoured  to  put  an 
end  to  hb  life  by  drinking  lauda- 
num :  however,  on  account  of  the 
{^vxeasss  of  the  dose,  and  his  hav. 
ing  fasted  for  a  considerable  time, 
no  other  effect  was  produced  than 
drowsiness,  or  a  kind  of  stupefac- 
^KMi.  The  situation  of  Wild  being 
observed  by  two  of  his  fellow-pri- 
Moers,  they  advised  him  to  rouse 
U  tpirits,  that  he  might  be  able  to 
*ited  to  the  devotional  exercises, 
*n^  takbg  him  by  the  arms,  they 
obliged  him  to  walk,  which  he 
^tld  not  have  done  alone,  being 
BBch  afflicted  with  the  gout.  The 
cxercbe  revived  him  a  little,  but  he 
P*cieotly  became  exceedingly  pale, 
^fctti  grew  very  faint;  a  profuse 
•weatmg  ensued,  and  soon  after. 


wards  his  stomach  discharged  the 
greatest  part  of  the  laudanum. 
Though  he  was  somewhat  reco. 
vered,  he  was  nearly  in  a  state  of 
insensibility ;  and  in  this  sitnatioo 
he  was  put  into  the  cart  and  con. 
veyed  to  Tyi>urn. 

In  hb  way  to  the  place  of  execa- 
tioo  the  populace  treated  thb  of. 
fender  with  remarkable  severity, 
incessantly  pelting  him  with  stones, 
dirt,  &c«  and  execrating  him  as  the 
most  consummate  villain  that  had 
ever  disgraced  human  nature. 

Upon  hb  arrival  at  Tyburn  he 
appeared  to  be  much  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  the  laudanum ; 
and  the  executioner  informed  him 
that  a  reasonable  time  would  be  al- 
lowed him  for  preparing  himself  for 
the  important  change  that  he  must 
soon  experience.  He  continued 
sitting  some  time  in  the  cart ;  but 
the  populace  were  at  length  so  en- 
raged at  the  indulgence  shown  him, 
that  they  outrageously  called  to  the 
executioner  to  perform  the  duties  of 
his  office,  violently  threatening  him 
with  instant  death  if  he  presumed 
any  longer  to  delay.  He  judged  it 
prudent  to  comply  with  their  de- 
mands, and  when  he  began  to  pre- 
pare for  the  execution  the  popular 
clamour  ceased. 

About  two  o'clock  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  the  remains  of 
Wild  were  interred  in  St.  Pancras 
Church.yard  ;  but  a  few  nights  af- 
terwards the  body  was  taken  up 
(for  the  use  of  the  surgeons,  as  it 
was  supposed).  At  midnight  a 
hearse  and  six  was  waiting  at  the 
end  of  Fig  Lane,  where  the  coffin 
was  found  the  next  day. 

Wild  had  by  the  woman  he  mar- 
ried at  Wolverhampton  a  son  about 
nineteen  years  old,  who  came  to 
London  a  short  <  time  before  the 
execution  of  hb  father.  He  was  a 
youth  of  so  violent  and  ungovern- 
able a  dbposition,  that  it  was  judged 
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toiti  of  seriptiire,  and  coneerning 
the  intermediate  state  of  the  sou). 
The  horrors  of  his  guilt  rushed  up. 
on  his  conscience  with  such  force 
that  reflection  became  intolerable ; 
and|  instead  of  repenting  of  his 


enormous  crimes,  he  employed  the 
last  of  his  moments  that  were  en- 
lightened by  reason  (the  distin. 
guishcd  characteristic  of  humanity) 
in  meditating  the  means  of  self-de- 
struction. 


VINCENT  DAVIS, 

EXECUTED  FOa  THE  MURDBR  OP  HIS  WIFE. 


WHBKEfER  a  man  ill  treats  a 
woman,  who  hj  e? erj  action  of  her 
life  shows  herself  his  friend,  the 
fNirtner  of  his  toil,  and  the  consoler 
of  his  mind  under  worldly  misfor- 
tunes, it  is  abominable;  but  what 
punishment  awaits  the  execrable 
wretch  who  sheds  the  blood  of  such 
a  wife?  Such,  howerer,  shocking 
to  relate,  befell  this  abhorred  mur. 
derer's  wife,  who  appears  to  hare 
possessed  qualities  deserfing  the 
protection  of  a  good  man.  We 
hate  already,  in  the  duty  we  owe 
the  reader,  had  occasion  to  present 
too  many  iiistances  of  the  flagitious 
conduct  of  females ;  but  to  the  good 
we  would  repeat  after  the  excellent 
poet  Otway,  and  say. 

There's  ia  yoa  alt  that  we  belieTe  of 

Hetveiii— 
Amaaoi^  goodoMi,  parity  nod  truth, 
fitemil  jcu,  uA  everlasting  love. 

This  sbocking  sinner,  who  foU 
lowed  the  tn^  of  a  butcher  in 
SmithieU,  bthavid  with  cruelty  to 
hiA  wife;  aad^  though  he  had  been 
married  some  years,  accustomed 
himeif  to  keep  company  with  wo- 
nm  of  ill  fiune* 

Going  oat  one  Sunday  morning, 
he  staid  till  noon;  and,  coming 
^MNae  to  dinner,  went  out  again 
so«i  afterwards,  and  was  directly 
followed  by  his  wife,  who  found 
hia^rinking  with  some  bad  women 
at  a  house  in  Pye  Comer;  and, 
coming  home,  mentioned  this  cir- 
cumstance to  her  neighbours* 


Soon  afterwards  the  husband  re- 
turned, and,  using  some  threatening 
expressions,  the  wife  desired  a  lodger 
in  the  same  house  to  go  down  stairs 
with  her,  lest  he  should  beat  her. 
The  woman  accordingly  attended 
her,  and  was  witness  to  Davit'a 
beating  her  in  a  barbarous  manner, 
and  threatening  to  murder  her,  be- 
cause she  had  interrupted  him  while 
in  the  company  of  the  other  women. 
Hereupon  the  wife  ran  away,  and 
secreted  herself  for  a  time ;  but,  re- 
.  turning  to  his  lodgings,  begged  ad- 
mission into  her  landlady's  room, 
who  hid  her  behind  the  bed.  In 
the  interim  the  husband  had  been 
out ;  but,  returning,  went  to  bed  ;. 
and,  when  his  wife  thought  he  wa» 
asleep,  she  went  into  the  room  to 
search  his  pockets,  in  which  she 
found  only  a  few  halfpence,  and,^ 
coming  down  stairs,  said  that  her 
husband  had  laid  a  knife  by  the 
bed-side,  from  which  she  coodudod 
that  he  had  an  intention  of  murder- 
ing her. 

Mrs.  Davis  being  concealed  dur» 
ing  the  night,  the  landlady  went 
into  her  husband's  room  in  the 
morning,  and  said,  ^  What  do  yoit 
mean  by  threatening  to  commit 
morder  in  my  house  ?*  On  this  he 
snatched  up  bis  knife ;  and  the  land- 
lady teking  iiold  of  a  small  cane,  he 
took  it  from  her,  saying  he  ralue4 
it  aa  hU  Hfe,  as  he  kept  it  to  beat 
hu  wife  with. 

In  the  erening  of  this  day,  the 
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wife  and  laodladj  findiog  him  at 
the  before-mentioned  house  in  Pye 
Corner,  he  beat  his  wife  most  se- 
verelj ;  on  which  tlie  landlady  ad* 
Tised  Mrs.  Da? it  to  swear  the  peace 
against  him,  and  have  him  impri. 
soned,  as  she  had  done  on  a  similar 
occasion.  About  an  hour  after  this 
he  went  home,  and  said  to  his  wife, 
^  What  business  tiave  you  here,  or 
any  where  in  my  company  ?— Yon 
shall  follow  me  no  more,  for  I  am 
married  to  little  Jenny.' 

The  wife,  who  seems  to  have  had 
more  lote  forfiim  than  such  a  mis- 
creant deserf ed,  said  she  could  not 
Mlp  it,  but  she  would  drink  with 
him  and  be  friends;  and,  on  his 
taking  his  supper  to  an  alehouse, 
she  followed  him ;  but  soon  re- 
turned^ with  her  hands  bloody, 
saying  he  had  cut  her  fingers. 

On  his  return  he  directed  his 
wife  to  light  him  to  his  room,  which 
she  did,  and  earnestly  entreated  him 
to  be  reconciled  to  her ;  but,  instead 
of  making  any  kind  of  reply,  he 
drew  his  knife,  and,  following  her 
into  the  landlsidy's  room,  he  there 
stabbed  her  in  the  breast. 

Thus  wouffded,  the  poor  wretch 
ran  down  stairs,  and  was  followed 
by  the  murderer.  She  was  sheltered 
in  a  neighboring  house,  where, 
sitting  down,  and  pulling  oflf  her 
stomacher,  she  bled  to  death  in 
about  half  an  hour. 

In  the  interim  .  the  landlady 
called  the  watchmen,  who  soon  ap- 
prehended Davis,  and  conducted 
him  to  the  house  where  the  dead 
woman  lay;  on  which  he  said, 
'  Betty,  won't  you  speak  to  me  ?' 
A  woman  who  was  present  said, 
^  You  will  find  to  your  sorrow, 
that  she  will  never  speak  more ;' 
and  to  this  the  murderer  replied^ 
'  Well,  I  know  I  shall  be  hanged ; 


and  I  would  aa  soon  suffer  for  her 
as  another.* 

Being  committed  to  the  care  of  a 
peace-officer,  he  waa  conveyed  to 
prison,  in  his  way  to  which  henU, 
<  I  have  killed  the  best  wife  in  the 
world,  and  I  am  certain  of  being 
hanged ;  but,  for  God's  sake,  doo't 
let  me  be  anatombed.' 

When  he  was  brought  to  his  trial 
the  above-redted  facts  were  proved 
by  the  testimony  of  several  wit- 
nesscs ;  and,  on  the  jury  promNUK- 
ing  a  verdict  of  guilty,  he  eMCimted 
the  Court  with  the  most  profime 
imprecations. 

While  he  lay  under  seiHaBce  of 
death  he  affected  a  fidse  bfafenr; 
but,  when  orders  were  given  far  his 
execution,  his  assumed  conr^kft 
him,  and  he  appeared  greatlr  ter- 
rified,  as  well  indeed  ha  m^gat,  at 
his  approaching  fate,  fie  had  such 
a  dr^  of  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  surgeons,  that  he  sent  letters  to 
several  of  his  acquaintance,  bei^ng 
tliey  would  rescue  his  body,  if  any 
attempt  should  be  made  to  take  it 
away. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn  on  the 
aoth  of  April,  1725,  behaving  in 
the  most  gloomy  and  reserved  man- 
ner at  the  place  of  execution. 

The  anxiety  this  miserable  wretch 
expressed  for  the  care  of  his  body, 
after  having  perpetrated  such  ao 
unprovoked  murder  as  he  might 
well  suppose  would  haiard  the  sal- 
vation of  his  soul,  affords  a  melaii- 
choly  picture  how  much  ooDoemed 
we  can  be  for  smaller  matfesrs,  to 
the  neglect  of  the  more  important 
It  should  teach  us  how  superior  the 
value  of  the  soul  is  to  that  of  # 
poor  frail  carcass ;  since  the  fonner- 
must  exist  to  all  eternity,  while  the 
latter,  in  a  few  years  at  the  most, 
will  moulder  into  dust ! 
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CatbriM  ffoyn  mif  Atr  ^rronpHcn  cvltn;  efTAn-  Hiotaiuf')  Head. 


CATHGRINE  HAYES, 


>  «£; 


WftllT  A 

W  E  ittte  the  liutorj  or  the  en  _ .  - 
moui  I'mi  and  dreadful  lufTaring*  of 
tbii  abominable  woman  juitat  thej 
caoK  to  onr  hands — altogether  too 
ilMckuig  for  a  lingle  comment. 

Catkerlne  Haj'ei  naa  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  poor  man  of  the  oame  of 
Hall,  wbo  Ihed  near  EUrmingham. 
She  remained  with  her  parents  till 
iIm  waa  aboat  fifleea  yean  old,  and 
tbea,  ha*ia(  a  diipate  with  her  mo. 
ther,  left  her  home,  and  let  out  with 
a^ew  of  going  to  London.  Her 
"~'  rather  engaging,  some 


THC  KUitDBR  OP  nEB  UUSBANP. 


WBhi  la  the  army,  who  met  wi 
her  oa  (he  road,  pTeVailed  en  her .. 
inrMpaay  them  lo  their  quarter* 
UGrMt  Ombenler,  in  Worecater- 
•Un,  whece  the  remained  with  thet» 
>  OHufdefable  time.— On  being  dU. 
■teed  hj  theM  oEcen,  the  itrolled 

TOL.  I, 


aboDt  the  country,  till,  arriving  at 
the  houie  of  Ur.  Ilajre*,  a  farmer 
in  Warwickihire,  the  faroior'a  wife 
hired  her  ai  a  icnant.  When  ihe 
had  continued  a  ihort  lime  in  (bii 
■erficc,  Mr.  Hayei'i  ion  fell  vio- 
lently in  lore  with  her,  and  a  pri- 
Tate  marriage  look  place,  which 
wM  managed  in  the  following  man. 
ner  ;  Catherine  left  the  home  early 
in  (he  morning,  and  the  younger 
Uayei,  being  ■  carpenter,  prcralled 
on  his  mother  to  let  him  have  ion$ 
money  lo  buy  tooli ;  but  ai  loon  a> 
he  had  got  it  hatet  out,  and,  mccU 
ing  hii  sweetheart  at  a  place  they 
had  agreed  on,  they  went  lo  Wor- 
cMter,  where  the  nuptial  riti-i  were 
celebrated.  At  thu  time  it  hap- 
pened that  the  officeraby  whom  the 
had  been  Hdnced  were  at  W  orcffi* 
17 
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ter;  and,  hearing  of  her  marriage,  dispoeition ;  bat  he  had  mach  mora 

they  caused  joung  Ilajres  to  l>e  reason  to  complain  of  her  disposi. 

taken  out  of  l>ed  froB  his  wife,  on.  tion,  for  she  was  tarlmlent,  quar. 

der  preteoee  tlwt  he  had  enlbted  io  relsome,  and  perpatnaily  eidting 

the  army.    Thw  titvatid,  he  wai  dbputes    among   ktr    iieighboon.. 

compelled  to  send  «b  aeconnt  of  The  elder  Mn  H«  obMrting  with 

the  whole  traiuactloo  to  his  father,  eoacern  how  imfort«»afeiy  Us  son 

who,  though  ofleodeil  with  his  son  m$  matched,  advised  Um  to  Umwe 

for  tlM  rash  step  he  bad  taken,  went  hert  and  settle  ia  soast  ptaeo  where 

to  a  nagistralei  w1u>  attended  him  ska  wight  not  find  him.   sady  iraw- 

to  Woreestert  and  demandtd  by  tfori  was  his  attacksBaot  to  her^ 

what  aathorttj  the  joang  smii  was  (hat  Im  could  not  comply  witk  this 

detained.    The  officers  eodea? ourcd  ad? ice ;  and  slie  had  the  nawar  of 

to  eicuse  their  conduct;  but  the  persuading  him  to aome  to  jLaidon^ 

magistrate  threatening  to  aommit  after  thej  had  baao  aMrrioi  about 

them  to  prison  if  they  did  not  re.  six  years.    On  Mr  arrival  to  the 

lease  Mm,  the  young  fSellow  imme.  metropolis,  Mr.  Hayea  took  a  hoase, 

diatcly  obUioed  his  liberty.    The  parttif  which  he  lettalodgiags,  and 

father,  irritated  at  the  imprudent  opened  a  shop  in  tho  Chandlery  and 

conduct  of  his  son,  sererdy  censured  coal  trade,  in  which  he  was  as  suc- 

his  proceedings ;  but,  considering  ecssful  as  he  could  hasa  wished. 

that  what  was  passed  could  not  be  ExcIusItc  of  his  proft  by  shop, 

recalled,  had  good  sense  enough  not  keeping,  he  acquired  a  great  deal 

to  persof  ere  in  his  opposition  to  of  money  by  lending  small  sums  on- 

an  nnafoidable  cfent. — Mr.  Hayes  pledges,  for  at  this  time  the  trade  of 

now  furnished  his  son  with  money  pawnbroking  was  followed  by  any 

to  begin  business  for  himself;  and  one  at  picusure,  it  haTingbeen  then 

the  young  couple  were  in  a  thriving  subjected  to  no  regulation.     Mrs. 

way,  and  appeared  to  live  in  har.  Hayes's  conduct  in  London  was  still 

mony ;  but  Mrs.  Hayes,  being  na-  more  reprehensible  than  it  had  been 

turally  of  a  restless  disposition,  pre*  in  the  country.     The  chief  pleasure 

▼ailed  on  her  husband  to  enlist  for  of  her  life  consisted  in  creating  and 

a  soldier.     The  regiment  in  which  encouraging    quarrels   among  her 

he  serred  being  ordered  to  the  Isle  neighbours;  and,  indeed,  her  uu- 

of  Wight,  Catherine  followed  him  happy  temper  discovered  itself  on 

thither.      He  had  jiot   been   long  every    occasion.      Sometimes    she 

there  before  his  father  procured  his  would  speak  of  her  husband,  to  his 

discharge,  which,  as  it  happened  in  acquainUnce,  in  terms  of  great  ten« 

the  time  of  war,  was  attended  with  derness  and  respect ;  and  at  other 

an  expense  of  60/.     On  the  return  times  she  would  represent  him  to 

of  young  Hayes  and  his  wife,  the  her  female  associates  as  a  compound 

father  gare  them  an  estate  of  10/.  of  every  thing  that  was  contemptible 

per  annum,  to  which  ho  afterwards  in  human  nature.     On  a  particular 

added  another  of  16/.  which,  with  occasion,  she  told  a  woman  of  her 

the  profit  of  their  trade,  would  have  acquaintance  that  she  should  thiak 

been  amply  sufficient  for  their  sup.  it  no  more  sin  to  mufder  him  than 


port.     The  husband  bore  the  cha-  to  kill  a  dog.    At  length  her  has. 

racter  of  an  honest  well-dbposed  band,  -finding  she  made  perpetaal 

man ;  he  treated  his  wife  very  in.  disturbances  in  the  neighbourhood, 

dulgently,  yet  she  constantly  com.  thought  it  prudent  to  raaiora  to 

pfMlned  of  the  coretoosness  of  his  Tottenham  Court  Road,  wheea  ha 
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carried  on  Ms  former  bniioMs ;  bat  atheist,  and  it  could  be  no  erhne  to 
not  being  as  soccestful  here  as  ho  destroy  a  person  who  had  no  rcli. 
eottld  ha?e  wished,  he  took  another  gion  or  goodness— that  he  was  him. 
house  in  Tyburn  Road,  since  called  self  a  murderer,  having  killed  a  man 
Oxford  Road.  Here  he  conlinaed  in  the  country,  and  likewise  two  of 
Ms  practice  of  lending  small  suma  his  own  children ;  one  of  whom  bo 
of  money  on  pledges,  till,  having  burled  imder  a  pear.tree,  and  the 
acquired  a  decent  competency,  ho  othev  under  an  apple-tree.'  9ho 
left  off  housekeeping,  and  hired  likewise  said  that  her  husband's 
lodgings  near  the  same  tpot-^  death  would  put  her  in  possession 
Thomas  BiHings,  a  journeyman  of  1500/.,  of  the  whole  of  which 
IsfHor,  and  a  supposed  son  ol  Mrs.  Wood  should  hare  the  disposal,  if 
Hi^es  by  her  former  connexions,  he  would  assist  her  and  Billings  in 
lodged  in  the  house  with  Mrs.  the  perpetration  'of  the  murder. 
Hayes ;  and  the  husband  having  Woolit  w^ent  out  of  town  a  few  days 
gone  into  the  country  on  business,  after  this,  and  on  hi*  return  found 
bis  wife  and  this  man  Indulged  them-'  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Uayes  and  Billings 
selves  fai  every  species  ef  extrava.*  iw  oomp^fity  together,  haying  drank 
gance.  On  Hayes's  return  seme  fHl  they  had  put  themselves  into 
ef  his  neighbours  told  him  how  hu  ^e  utmost  apparent  good  humour, 
wlfe^had  been  wasting  bis  substance,  Wood  sitting  down  at  Hayes's  re- 
eft  which  he  severely  censured  her  quest,  the  latter  said  they  had  drank 
eotlduet,  and,  a  quarrel  arising  be-  a  guinea's  worth  of  liiquor,  but,  not- 
tween  them,  they  proceeded  fromi  withstanding  this,  he  was  not  drunk. 
words  to  Hews.  It  was  commonly  A  proposal  was  now  made  by  Bif- 
tbonglft  that  she  formed  the  reso*  ling«9  thaf,  if  Hayes  could  drink  six 
Italionofmurdering  him  at  this  time,  bottles  of  mountain  without  being 
ae  the  quarrel  happened  only  six  drunk,* he  would  pay  for  it;  but 
weekv  before  his  fatal  exit  She  that  fihiyershonldbe  the  paymaster, 
new  began  to  sound  the  disposition  if  the  liquor  made  him  drunk,  or  if 
of  DMi^i,  to  whom  she  said  it  waa  lie  failied  of  drinking  the  quantity, 
impusslble  for  her  to  live  longer  with  This  proposal  being  agreed  td, 
berbishmid;  and  she  urged  all  pes-  Wood,  Billings,  and  Mrs.  Hayes^ 
4Mbf  aigamentB  to  prevail  on  him  went  to  a  wine-vault  to  buy  the 
to  aid  her  in  the  commission  of  the  wine,  and,  on  their  way,  this  wicked 


murder,  which'  Billings  resnted  for  woman  reminded  the  men  that  the 

somethDe*,  but  at  length  complied,  present  would  be  a  good  opportu- 

Atthiv  period  Thomas  Wood,  an  nity  of  committing  the  murder,  as 

■equafntancse  of  Mr.  Hayetf,  arrived  her  husband  would  be  perfectly  in- 

from  the  country  and»  as  he  was  ap-  tozicated.    The  mind  of  Wood  was^ 

pv^fiheasmefbeing  impressed,  Hayes  not  yet  wrought  up  to  a  proper 

IMHy  took  himf  inffo  hit  house,  pitch  for  the  commission  of  a  crime 

■id  promised  to  use  his  interest  in  so  atrocious  as  the  murder  of  a  man 

pvocuiing  him  some  employment,  who  had  sheltered  and  protected 

After  a  few  days*  residence  Mrs.  him,  and  this  too  at  a  time  when 

Hayes  proposed  to  him  the  murder  his  mind  must  necessarily  be  unpm* 

^  her  husband :  but  the  man  wai  pared  for  his  being  launched  into 

fbocked  at  the  thought  of  destroy-  eternity.     Mrs.  H.  had  therefoire 

uig  hb  friend  and  benefactor,  and  recourse  to  her  former  argumenti, 

toM  her  he  would  have  no  concern  urgltig  that  it  would  be  no  sin  to 

^  se  atrocious  a^eed.    However,  kill  him ;  and  BIllingB  seconded' all' 

she  artfuHy  urged  that  <  be  was  an  shesaid,  aifdi  dedaring  he  was  read/ 
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to  take  a  part  in  the  horrid  deed, 
Wood  was  at  length  prevailed  on 
to  become  one  of  the  execrable  but- 
chtnrs.  Thus  agreed,  they  went  to 
the  wine- fault,  where  Mrs.  Hayes 
paid  half  a  guinea  for  six  bottles  of 
wine,  which,  being  sent  home  by  a 
porter,  Mr.  Hayes  began  to  drinle 
it,  while  his  Intentional  mnrdcrers 
regaled  themselves  with  beer.  When 
he  had  iakcn  a  considerable  qoan. 
tity  of  the  wine,  he  danced  about 
the  room  like  a  man  distracted,  and 
at  length  finished  the  whole  quan. 
tity  :  but,  not  being  yet  in  a  state  of 
absolute  stupefaction,  his  wife  sent 
for  another  bottle,  which  be  like- 
wise drank,  and  then  fell  senseless 
on  the  floor.  Having  lain  some 
time  in  this  condition,  be  got,  with 
much  difiiculty,  into  another  room, 
and  threw  himself  on  a  bed.  When 
he  was  asleep,  his  wife  told  her  as. 
sociates  that  this  was  the  time  to 
execute  their  plan,  as  there  was  no 
fear  of  any  resistance  on  his  part. 
Accordingly  Billings  went  into  the 
room  with  a  hatchet,  with  which  he 
struck  Hayes  so  violently  that  he 
fractured  his  skull.  At  this  time 
Hayes's  feet  hung  oflf  the  bed,  and 
the  torture  arising  from  the  blow 
made  him  stamp  repeatedly  on  the 
floor,  which  being  heard  by  Wood, 
he  also  went  into  the  room,  and, 
taking  the  hatchet  out  of  Billings's 
hand,  gave  the  poor  man  two  more 
blows,  which  ctfectually  dispatched 
him.  A  woman,  named  Springate, 
who  lodgetl  in  the  room  over  that 
where  the  murder  was  committed, 
hearing  the  noise  occasioned  by 
Hayes's  stamping,  imaginetl  that  the 
parties  might  have  quarrelled  in  con. 
sequence  of  their  intoxication ;  and 
going  down  stairs,  she  told  Mrs. 
Hayes  that  the  noise  had  awakened 
her  husband,  her  child,  and  herself. 
Catherine  had  a  ready  answer  to 
this:  she  said  some  company  had 
rigited  them,  and  w^re  grown  merry* 
bui  tbcf  were  aa  the  point  of  taking 


their  leave ;  with  which  answer  Mrs. 
Springate  returned  to  her  room 
well  satisfied.  The  murderers  now 
consulted  on  the  best  manner  of 
disposing  of  the  body,  so  as  most 
effectually  to  prevent  detection. 
Mrs.  Hayes  proposed  to  cut  off 
the  hcail,  because,  if  the  body  was 
found  whole,  it  would  be  more 
likely  to  be  known.  The  villains 
agreeing  to  this  proposition,  she 
fetched  a  pail,  lighted  a  candle,  and 
all  of  them  going  into  the  room,  the 
men  drew  the  body  partly  off  the 
bed,  when  Billings  supported  the 
head,  while  Wood,  with  hu  pocket- 
knife,  cut  it  off,  and  the  infamous' 
woman  held  the  pail  to  receive  it, 
being  as  careful  as  possible  that 
the  floor  might  not  be  stained  with 
the  blood.  This  being  done,  they 
emptied  the  blood  out  ot  the  pail 
into  a  sink  by  the  window,  and 
poured  several  pails  of  water  after 
it;  but,  notwithstanding  all  ihu 
care,  Mrs.  Springate  obserred  some 
congealed  blood  the  next  morning ; 
though  at  that  time  she  dhl  not  in 
the  least  suspect  what  had  passed. 
It  was  likewise  observed  that  the 
marks  of  the  blood  were  visible  on 
the  floor  for  some  weeks  afterwards, 
though  Mrs.  Hayes  had  washed  and 
scra^  it  with  a  knife.  When  the 
head  was  cut  off,  thu  she-devil  re- 
commended the  boiling  it  till  the 
flesh  should  part  from  the  bones; 
but  the  other  parties  thought  this 
operation  would  take  up  too  maeh 
time,  and  therefore  advised  the 
throwing  it  iuto  the  Thames,  in  ex. 
pectation  that  it  would  be  carried 
off  by  the  tide,  and  sink.  Thb 
agreed  to,  the  head  was  put  into  the 
pail,  and  Billings  took  it  under  his 
great  eoat,  being  accompanied  by 
VVood;  but,  making  a  noise  in 
going  down  stairs,  Mrs.  Springate 
call^,  and  asked  what  was  the 
matter ;  to  which  Mrs.  Hayes  an- 
swered that  her  husband  was  going 
a  ioufney,  andv  with  ^crodlbledb- 
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simuUCion,  affected  to  take  leafe  of    iato  the  dock  ;  aod  the  magistnttei 


kiiD ;  and,  as  it  was  now  past  eleren, 
pretended  great  concern  that  he  was 
under  a  necessity  of  going  at  so  late 
an  hour.  By  this  artifice  Wood  and 
Billings  passed  out  of  the  houio 
unnoticed,  and  went  to  Whitehall, 
where  they  intciidod  to  have  thrown 
in  the  bead;  but  the  gates  being 
shut,  they  went  to  a  wharf  near  the 
Horse  Ferry,  Westmintiter.  Bil- 
lings putting  down  the  pail.  Wood 
threw  the  head  into  the  dock,  ex- 
pecting it  would  have  been  carried 
away  by  the  stream;  but  at  this 
time  the  tide  was  ebbing,  and  a 
lighterman,  who  was  then  in  his 
Tetsel,  heard  something  fall  into  the 
dock,  but  it  was  too  dArk  for  him 
to  distinguish  objects.  The  mur* 
derers,  having  thus  disposed  of  the 
head,  went  home,  and  were  let  in 
by  Mn.  Hayes,  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  lodgers.  On  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  soon  after  day. 
break,  as  a  watchman,  named  iio- 
tNHson,  was  going  olf  his  stanil,  he 
saw  the  pail,  and,  looking  into  the 
dock,  obscrfed  the  head  of  a  man. 
Having  procured  some  witucsses  to 
this  spectacle,  they  took  out  the 
head;  and,  observing  the  pail  to 
be  bloody,  concluded  that  it  was 
brought  therein  from  some  distant 
part  The  lighterman  now  said 
that  he  had  heard  something  thrown 


and  parish  officers,  having  assembled, 
gave  strict  orders  that  the  most  dili- 
gent search  should  be  made  after 
tJic  body,  which,  however,  was  not 
found  till  some  time  afterwards ; 
for,  when  the  murderers  had  con- 
versed together  on  the  disposal  of 
the  body,  Mrs.  Hayes  had  proposed 
that  it  should  be  put  into  a  box  and 
buried ;  and  the  others  agreeing  to 
this,  she  purchased  a  box,  which, 
on  being  sent  home,  was  found  too 
little  to  contain  it:  she  therefore 
recommended  the  chopping  oflf  the 
legs  and  arms,  which  was  done; 
but  the  box  being  still  too  small, 
the  thighs  were  likewise  cut  off,  all 
the  parts  packed  up  together,  andi 
the  box  put  by  tiH  night,  when 
Wood  and  Billings  took  out  the 
pieces  of  the  mangled  body,  aiid^ 
putting  them  into  two  blanketS| 
carried  them  into  a  pond  near  Mary- 
lebone;  which  being  done,  they  re. 
turned  to  their  lodgings,  and  Mrs* 
Springate,  who  had  still  no  sus|)i- 
cion  of  what  had  passed,  opened 
the  door  for  them.  In  the  interim 
the  magistrates  directed  that  Che 
head  should  be  washed  clean,  and 
the  hair  combed,  alter  which  it  was 
put  on  a  pole  in  the  churchyard  of 
St.  Margaret,  Westminster,  that  an 
opportunity  might  be  afforded  for 
its  being   viewed  by   the  public* 


*  It  was  formerly  cufttomar;?  to  oblige  peraonb  suspected  of  murder  to  luuch  the  mur* 
dcf«d  body,  for  the  diMUfery  of  iheir  guilt  ur  inni>ceiictf. 

Thbway  of  finding  murderers  was  practised  in  Denniurlc  by  King  Chritlianus  II.  and 
peraiitted  all  oTer  his  kingdom  i  Iho  uccasiou  whereof  i»  this :~ Cerium  gentlemen  being  ou 
an  evening  together  in  a  stove,  or  tavern,  fell  out  iimong  themselves,  and  from  words  came 
to  l»io«8,(the  candles  being  out,)  insomuch  that  one  of  them  was  stabbed  with  a  poniard. 
Nov  the  murderer  was  unknown,  by  reason  uf  the  nomber,  nlthoiigh  the  pers'jn  stabbed 
■ccttied  a  pursuivant  of  the  king's,  who  was  one  of  the  com|iaiiy. 

The  king«  to  find  out  the  homicide,  caused  them  all  to  come  together  in  the  ntovf,  and, 
standing  round  the  corpse,  he  commanded  that  they  should,  one  alter  another,  lay  their 
right  hand  on  tlie slain  gentleman's  naked  breast,  swearing  that  they  had  not  killed  him. 
The  geutlemeo  did  so,  and  no  »ign  appeared  against  them ;  the  pursuivant  only  remained, 
who,  condemned  before  m  his  own  cunsciuice,  went,  first  of  all,  and  kissed  the  dead 
nnm's  feet  j  but,  as  koon  a«  he  had  laid  his  hand  upon  his  hrcasr,  ihc  b'i<u'J  gushed  lorth 
in  abundance,  both  out  uf  h\%  wound  and  hi^  nostrils;  su  that,  urged  by  this  evident  ac* 
CQsation,  he  confessed  the  murder,  and  was  by  the  king's  own  sentence,  immediately  be- 
licaded.  Such  waa  the  oricln  of  this  practice,  which  was  so  common  in  many  of  the 
ceaatries  iu  £urope,  for  itidiug  out  unkiiown  murderers. 
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Orden  were  fikeviie  gives  that  die  therefore,  Co  hin,  that  he   inail 
parish  officers  should  attend  this  ex*  know  the  bead,  at  he  lodged  hi 
hibition  of  the  head,  to  take  into  Hajes's  hoase ;  hot  BilKngs  sahl 
cwtody  any  suspicions  person  who  he  had  left  him  well  in  bed  when  he 
might  dbcoTer  signs  of  guilt  on  the  came  to  work  In  the  morning,  and 
sight  of  it.  therefore  it  could  opt  belong  to 
The  high  constable  of  Westmin.  him.    On  this  same  day  Mrs.  Hayes 
ster,  on  a  presumption   that   the  gave  Wood  a  suit  of  clothes  wld^ 
body  might,  on  the  follow  ing  night,  had  belonged  to  her  husband,  and 
be  thrown  where  the  head  had  been,  sent  him   to  Harrow.4Ni«the-HilL 
gave  prif  ate  orders  to  the  inferior  As  Wood  waf  going  down  staiiv 
constables    to  attend   during   the  with  the  bundle  of  clothes,  Mrs* 
night,  and  stop  all  coaches,  or  other  Springate  asked  him  what  he  had 
carriages,  or  persons  with  hardens,  got ;  to  which  Mrs.  Ha?es  readily 
coming  near  thje  spot»  and  eiamine  replied,  A  suit  of  clothes  he  had  bor* 
If  they  could  6nd  the  body,  or  any  rowed  of  an  acquaintance.    On  the 
ol  the  limbs.     The  head  being  ex-  second  day  after  the  oommistkHi  of 
posed  on  the  pole  so  excited  the  the  murder,  Mrs.  Hayes  being  n» 
curiosity  of  the  public,  that  immense  sited  by  a  Mr.  Longmore,  the  for-  i 
crowds  of  people,  of  ail   ranks,  mer  asked  what  was  the  news  of  \ 
went  to  view  it;  and  among  the  the  town;  when  the  latter  ssid  ' 
rest  was  a  Mr.  liennet,  apprentice  that  the  public  conversation  was 
to  the  king's  organ-builder,  who,  wholly  engrossed  by  the  head  which  i 
having  looked  at  it  with  great  at.  was  fixed  in  St.  Margaret's  church-           i 
tentlon,  said  he  thought  it  was  the  yard.       Hereupon   Catherine  ex- 
head  of  Hayes,  with  whom  he  had  claimed  against  the  wickedness  of          < 
been  some  time  acquainted ;   and  the  times,  and  said  she  had  been           | 
hereupon  he  went  to  Mrs.  Hayes,  told  that  the  body  of  a  murdered 
and,  telling  her  his  suspicion^!,  de-  woman  had  been  found  in  the  fields          ^ 
sired  she  would  go  and  take  a  view  that  day.  Wood  coming  from  Har- 
of  the  head.     In  answer  hereto  she  row.on-the.Uili  on  the  following 
told  him  that  her  husband  was  in  day,  Catherine  told  hin  that  the 
good  health,  and  desired  him  to  be  head  was  found  ;  and  giving  him 
cantions  of  what  he  said,  as  such  a  some  other  clothes  that  had  he- 
declaration  might  occasion  Hayes  a  longed  to  her  husband,  and  five 
greatdeal of  trouble; on  which,  for  shillings,  said  she  would  continue 
the  present,  Bennet  took  no  far-  to  supply  him  with  money.    After 
ther  notice  of  the  aflfair.     A  jour-  the  head  had  been  exhibited  toar 
neyman  tailor,  named  Patrick,  who  days,  and  no  discovery  made,   a 
worked  in  Monmouth  Street,  hav.  surgeon  named  Westbrook  was  de- 
ing  likewise   taken  a  view  of  the  sired  to  put  it  in  a  glass  of  spirits, 
head,  told  his  master  on  his  return  to  prevent  its  putrefying,  and  keep 
that  he  was  confident  it  was  the  it  for  the  farther  inspection  of  all 
head  of  Hayes ;    on  which  some  who  chose  to  take  a  view  of  it, 
other  journeymen  in  the  same  shop,  which  was  accordingly  done.  Soon 
who  had  likewise  kbown  the  de-  after  this  Mrs.  Hayes  quitted  her         • 
ceased,  went  and   saw  it,  and  re-  lodgings,  and  removed  to  the  house 
turned  perfectly  assured    that    It  of  Mr.  Jones,  a   distiller,  paying 
was  so.     Now  Billings  worked  at  Mrs.  Springate's  rent  also  at  the 
/J^ls  very  shop  in  Monmouth  Street:  former  lodgiiigs,  and   taking  her         | 
one  of  these  journeymen  observed,  with  her*    Wood  and  Billings  liko- 
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Wise  TciDOfed  with  her,  whom  she 
cootinned  to  sapplj  with  moncj, 
•and  employed  herself  principally  in 
collecting  cash  that  had  been  owing 
to  her  late   husband.     A  sister  of 
Mr.  Hayeses,  who  lived  in  the  coun- 
try, hating  married  a  Mr.  Darics, 
riayes  had  lent  Davies  some  money, 
for  which  he  had  taken  his  bond. 
Catherine  finding  this  bond  among 
Mr.  Hayes's  papers,  she  employed 
a  person  to  write  a  letter  in  the 
name  of  the  deceased,  demanding 
ten  pounds  in  part  of  payment,  and 
threatening  a  prosecution  In  case  of 
refusal.     Mr.  Hayes's  mother  being 
still  liring,  and  Da?ies   unable  to 
pay  the  money,  he  applied  to  the 
old  gentlewoman  for  assistance,  who 
9gT^  to  pay  the  sum  on  condition 
that  the  bond  was  sent  into  the 
country  ;  and  wrote  to   London, 
intimating  her  consent  so  to  do, 
hating  no  suspicion  of  the  horrid 
transaction  which  had  taken  place. 
Amongst  the  incredible    numbers 
of  people  who  resorted  to  see  the 
head   was   a   poor    woman    from 
Ringsland,    whose    husband    had 
been  absent  from  the  very  time  that 
the  mufder  was  perpetrated.  After 
a  minute  surtey  of  the  head,  she 
beKered  it  to  be  that  of  her  husband, 
though  she  could  not  be  absolutely 
positive.    Howeter,  her  suspicions 
were  so  strong,  that  strict  search 
was  made  after  the  body,  on  a  pre- 
sumption that  the  clothes  might  help 
her  to  ascertain   it.     Meanwhile, 
Mr.  Hayes  not  being  tisiblc  for  a 
Considerable  time,  his  friends  could 
not  help  making  Inquiry  after  him. 
A  Mr.  Ashby,  in  particular,  who 
had  been  on  the  most  friendly  terms 
with  him,  called  on  Mrs.  Hayes, 
aad  demanded  what  had  become  of 
her  husband.     Catherine  pretended 
to  account  for  his  absence  by  com. 
raunicating   the   following  intelli- 
gence, at  a  matter  that  must  be  kept 
profoundly  secret :  ^  Some  Hmo  ago 


(said  she)  he  happened  to  hare  a 
dispute  with  a  man,  and  from  words 
they  came  to  blows,  so  that  Mr. 
Hayes  killed  him.  I1ie  wife  of  the 
deceased  made  np  the  affair,  on  Mr. 
Hayes's  promising  to  pay  her  a  cer- 
tain annual  allowance ;  but  he  not 
being  able  to  make  it  good,  she 
threatened  to  inform  against  him, 
on  which  he  has  absconded.'  This 
method  of  accounting  for  the  ab- 
sence of  his  friend  was  by  no  means 
satisfactory  to  Mr.  Ashby,  who 
asked  her  if  the  head  that  had  been 
eiposed  on  the  pole  was  that  of  the 
man  who  had  l)een  killed  by  her 
hnsband.  She  readily  answered  In 
the  negati?c,  adding,  that  the  party 
had  been  buried  entire;  and  that 
the  widow  had  her  husband's  bond 
for  the  payment  of  fifteon  ponnJs 
a  year.  Ashby  inquired  to  what 
part  of  the  world  Mr.  Hayes  was 
gone :  she  said  to  Portugal,  in  com- 
pany  with  some  gentlemen ;  but 
she  had  yet  rcccifcd  no  letter  from 
him.  The  whole  of  this  story  seem- 
ing highly  improbable  to  Mr.  Ash- 
by, he  went  to  Mr.  Longmore,  a 
gentleman  nearly  related  to  Hayes, 
and  It  was  agreed  between  them 
that  Mr.  Longmore  should  call  on 
Catherine,  and  hare  some  conr ersa- 
tion,  but  not  let  her  know  that 
Ashby  had  been  with  him,  as  ihej 
supposed  that,  by  comparing  the 
two  accounts  together,  they  might 
form  a  rcry  probable  judgment  of 
the  matter  of  fact.  Accordingly 
longmore  went  to  Catherine,  and 
inquired  after  her  husband.  In 
answer  to  his  questions,  she  said 
she  presumed  Mr.  Ashby  had  re* 
latcd  the  circumstance  of  his  mis- 
fortnnc ;  but  l^ongmore  replied 
that  he  had  not  seen  Ashby  for  a 
considerable  time,  and  expressed  hu 
hope  that  her  husband  was  not  Im. 
pri^ned  for  debt.  <  No,'  she  te- 
plie^f,  *  it  is  much  worse  than  that.' 
^  Why,'  said  Longmore,  *  haa  ha 
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the  morntng  of  this  day,  as  t  gentle* 
man  and  his  serrant  were  crossing 
the  Beldsnear  Maryleboae,  they  ob- 
serred  something  lying  in  a  ditch, 
and,  taking  a  nearer  Tiew  of  It, 
found  that  it  consisted  of  some  of 
the  parts  of  a  human  body.  Shocked 
at  the  sight,  the  gentleman  dis. 
patched  his  sen  ant  to  get  assistance 
to  inTestigaie  the  affair  farther ;  and 
some  labea ring  men  t>eing  procured, 
they  dragged  the  pond^  and  found 
the  other  parts  of  the  body  wrapped 
in  a  blanket,  but  no  head  was  to  be 
fonnd.  A  constable  brought  intel- 
Hgence  of  this  fact  while  Mrs. 
Hayes  was  under  examination  be- 
fore the  justices,  a  circumstance  that 
contributed  to  strengthen  the  idea 
conceifed  of  her  guilt*  Notwith- 
standing  this,  she  still  persisted  in 
her  innocence :  bnt  the  magistrates, 
paying  no  regard  to  her  declara- 
tions, committed  her  to  Newgate 
for  trial.  Wood  being  at  thb  time 
out  of  town,  it  was  thought  prudent 
to  defer  the  fartlier  examination  of 
Billings  and  Springate  till  he  should 
be  taken  into  custody.  On  the 
morning  of  the  succeeding  Sunday 
he  came  on  horseback  to  the  house 
where  Mrs.  Hayes  had  lodged  when 
tiie  murder  was  committed ;  when  he 
was  toM  that  she  had  remofed  to 
Mr.  Jones's.  Accordingly  he  rode 
thither,  and  inquired  for  her ;  when 
the  people,  knowing  that  he  was  one 
of  the  parties  charged  with  the  mor. 
dcr,  were  disposed  to  take  him  into 
eastody :  howe? er,  their  fear  of  his 
having  pistols  prerented  their  doing 
so;  but,  unwilling  that  such  an 
atrocious  offender  shonid  escape, 
they  told  him  that  Mrs.  ilayes  was 
gone  to  the  Green  Dragon,  in  King 
Street,  on  a  visit  (which  house  was 
kept  by  Mr.  Ijongmorc),  and  they 
sent  a  person  with  him,  to  direct  him 
to  the  place*  The  brother  of  Long- 
more  being  at  the  door  on  his  arri- 
^  Md  knowing  him  well,  pulled 


him  from  his  horse,  and  accused  him 
of  being  an  accomplice  in  the  mar- 
der.  Ho  was  immediately  delivered 
to  the  custody  of  some  constabl«, 
who  conducted  him  to  the  house  of 
Justice  Lambert,  before  whom  he 
underwent  an  examination ;  but,  re- 
fusing  to  make  any  confession,  be 
was  sent  to  Tothill-fields  Bridewell 
for  farther  examination.  On  his 
arriral  at  the  prison  he  was  In- 
formed that  the  body  had  been 
found :  and,  not  doubting  bat  that 
the  whole  affair  would  come  to 
light,  he  begged  that  he  might  bo 
carried  back  to  the  justice's  house. 
This  being  made  known  to  Mr. 
Lambert,  he  sent  for  the  assistance 
of  two  other  magistrates,  and  the  pri- 
soner being  brought  up,  he  acknow- 
ledged the  particulars  of  the  mur- 
der, and  signed  his  confession.  It 
is  thought  that  he  entertained  some 
hope  of  being  admitted  an  evidence ; 
bnt  as  his  surrender  was  not  volnn. 
tary,  and  his  accomplices  were  in 
custody,  the  magistrates  told  him 
he  must  abide  the  verdict  of  a  jury. 
This  wretched  man  owned  that, 
since  the  perpetration  of  the  crime, 
he  had  been  terrified  at  the  sight  of 
every  one  ho  met,  that  he  had  not 
experienced  a  moment's  peace,  and 
that  his  mind  had  been  distracted 
with  the  most  violent  agitations. 
His  commitment  was  made  out  for 
Newgate ;  but  so  exceedingly  were 
the  passions  of  the  populace  agi- 
tated on  the  occasion,  that  it  was 
feared  he  would  be  torn  to^  pieces 
by  the  mob;  wherefore  it  was 
thought  prudent  to  procure  a  guard 
of  a  sergeant  and  eight  soldiers,  who 
conducted  him  to  prison  with  their 
bayonets  fixed.  A  gentleman,  named 
Mercer,  having  visited  Mrs.  Hayes 
in  Newgate  the  day  before  Wood 
was  taken  into  custody,  she  desired 
he  would  go  to  Billings,  and  urge 
him  to  confen  the  whole  truth,  is 
the  proofs  of  thdr  guilt  were  snch, 
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Ihit  no  adfMtage  coold  be  eipected 
froni  A  farther  denial  of  the  fact* 
Aceofdingl J  tiie  gentleman  went  to 
Billingi,  who,  heiag  carried  before 
JnstiM  Lnnbert,  made  a  coolemion 
agreeing  in  ail  its  circamttancee 
with  that  of  Wood ;  and  thereupon 
Mm.  Springate  was  set  at  libertj,  as 
her  innocenee  was  erident  from 
their  ooBcanrenl  testimooj.  Nam- 
bers  of  people  now  went  to  see  Mrs. 
Hajes  In  Newgate;  and  on  her 
being  uked  what  could  induce  her 
to  commit  so  atrocious  a  crime,  she 
gate  ferj  different  answers  at  dif- 
ferent times;  but  frequently  aU 
leged  that  Mr.  Hajes  had  been  an 
unkind  husband  to  her,  a  drcnm- 
stance  wliich  was  contradicted  bj 
the  report  of  e? erj  person  who 
knew  the  deceased.  In  tlie  history 
of  thb  woman  there  is  a  strange 
mystery.  She  called  Billings  her 
son,  and  sometimes  a? erred  that  he 
was  really  so ;  but  he  knew  nothing 
of  her  being  his  mother,  nor  did  her 
relations  know  any  thing  of  the 
birth  of  sach  a  child.  To  some  peo. 
pie  she  woaki  affirm  he  was  the  son 
of  Mr.  Hayes,  bom  after  marriage ; 
bnt  that,  bis  father  ha? ing  an  aver- 
sion to  Urn  while  an  infant,  he  was 
pat  to  nurse  in  the  country,  and  all 
farther  care  of  him  totally  neglected 
on  their  coming  to  London.  But 
thb  story  is  altogether  incredible, 
because  Hayes  was  not  a  man  likely 
to  hare  deserted  his  child  io  the 
frowns  of  fortune  ;  and  his  parents 
had  never  heard  of  the  birth  of  such 
a  son.  Billings  was  equally  Inca- 
IMhIe  of  gifkig  a  satisfactory  ac 
count  of  his  own  origin.  AU  he 
knew  was,  that  he  had  lired  with  a 
country  shoemaker,  who  passed 
for  his  father,  and  had  sent  him  to 
school,  and  then  put  him  apprentice 
to  a  Uilor.  It  is  probable  she  dis- 
covered  him  to  be  her  son  when  she 
afterwards  becaoke  acquainted  with 
him  in  London ;  and  as  some  per* 
sons,  who  came  from  the  same  part 


of  the  kingdom,  safcl  that  Blllinga 
was  foand  in  a  Inisket  near  a  fann* 
house,  and  supported  at  the  eipense 
of  the  parish,  it  may  be  presumed 
that  he  was  dropped  in  that  manner 
by  his  unnatural  mother. 

Thomas  Wood  was  born  near 
Ludlow,  in  Shropshire,  and  brought 
up  to  the  business  of  husbandry. 
He  was  so  remarkable  for  his  harm* 
less  and  sober  conduct,  when  a  boy, 
as  to  be  rery  much  esteemed  by  his 
neighbours.  On  the  death  of  his 
father,  his  mother  took  a  public 
house  for  the  support  of  her  chii. 
dren,  of  whom  this  Thomas  was  the 
eldest ;  and  he  behaved  so  dutifully 
that  the  loss  of  her  husband  was 
scarcely  felt.  He  was  eqaally  diU. 
gent  abroad  and  at  home ;  for,  when 
the  business  of  the  house  was  io* 
sufficient  to  employ  him,  he  worked 
for  the  farmers,  by  whidi  he  greatly 
contributed  to  the  support  of  the 
family.  On  attaining  years  of  ma- 
turity  he  engaged  himself  as  a  waitor 
at  an  inn  in  the  country,  from  thence 
removed  to  other  inns,  and  in  all 
his  places  preserved  a  fair  character. 
At  length  he  came  to  London ;  but, 
being  afraid  of  betog  impressed,  as 
already  mentioned,  obtained  the 
protection  of  Mr.  Hayes,  who  be- 
haved in  a  very  friendly  manner  to 
him,  till  the  arts  of  a  vile  woman 
prevailed  on  him  to  imbrue  his  hands 
in  the  blood  of  his  benefactor. 

Billings  and  Wood  having  already 
made  confessions,  and  being  penc- 
trated  with  the  thought  of  the  bei. 
nous  nature  of  dieir  offence,  deter- 
mined to  plead  guilty  to  the  Indict- 
ment against  them :  but  Mrs.  Hayes, 
having  made  no  confession,  flattered 
herself  there  was  a  chance  of  her 
being  acquitted,  and  therefore  re- 
solved to  put  herself  on  her  trial,  in 
which  she  was  encouraged  by  some 
people  that  she  met  with  in  Newgate. 

The  malignancy  of  the  crime  with 
which  this  woman  was  charyid  in* 
dnced  the  king  to  dkect  his  own 
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coanael  to  curry  on  the  prosocatlon ; 
and  these  genilcmen  dkl  all  to  their 
power  to  coQTinoe  the  Court  end 
jury  (hat  the  most  striking  eiample 
should  lie  made  of  one  who  had  so 
daringlj  defied  the  Jaws  of  God  and 
man.  The  iudiolment  being  opened, 
and  the  witnesses  heard,  the  jurj, 
fully  con? inced  of  the  commission 
of  the  fact|  found  her  guilty.  The 
prisoners  being  brought  to  the  bar 
to  reoeif  e  sentence,  Mrs.  Hayes  en- 
treated that  she  might  not  be  burnt, 
according  to  the  then  law  of  petty 
treason,  alleging  that  she  was  not 
guilty,  as  she  did  not  strike  the 
fatal. blow;  but  she  was  informed 
by  the  Court  that  the  sentence 
awarded  by  the  law  could  not  be 
dispensed  with.  Billings  and  Wood 
urged  that,  ha? ing  made  so  full  and 
free  a  confession,  they  hoped  they 
should  not  bo  hung  in  chains ;  but 
to  this  they  recei? ed  no  answer. 

After  conrlction  the  behafiour  of 
Wood  was  uncommonly  penitent 
and  defout;  but  while  in  the  con- 
demned hold  he  was  seised  with  a 
f  iulent  fever,  and,  being  attended  by 
a  clergyman  to  assist  him  in  his  de- 
votions, he  confessed  he  was  ready 
to  suffer  death,  under  every  mark 
of  ignominy,  as  some  atonement  for 
the  atrocious  crime  he  had  com- 
mitted :  however,  he  died  in  prison, 
and  thus  defeated  the  final  ciecu- 
tioB  of  the  law.  At  particular 
times  Billings  behaved  with  since- 
rity; but  at  others  prevaricated 
much  In  hb  answers  to  the  questions 
put  to  him.  On  the  whole,  how- 
ever, he  fully  confessed  his  guilt, 
acknowledged  the  justice  of  his  sen- 
tence, and  said  no  punishment  could 


be  adequate  io  the  eicess  of  the 
crime  of  which  he  had  been  guilty. 
The  behafiour  of  Mrs.  Hayes  was 
somewhat  similar  to  her  fomsr 
conduct.  Having  an  Intention  to- 
destroy  herself,  she  procured  a  pUil 
of  strong  poison,  which  lieing  ca- 
sually tasted  by  a  woman  who  was 
confined  with  her,  it  burnt  her  lips  $ 
on  which  she  broke  the  phial,  and 
thereby  frustrated  the  design.  On 
the  day  of  her  death  Hayes  received 
the  sacrament,  and  was  drawn  on  a 
sledge  to  the  place  of  aecutioa* 
Billings  was  executed  in  the  usual 
manner,  and  hung  in  chains,  not  far 
from  the  pond  in  which  Mr.  Hayes's 
body  was  found.  In  Marylebone 
Fields.  When  the  wretched  woman, 
had  finished  her  devotions,  an  iron 
chain  was  put  round  her  body,  with 
which  she  was  fised  to  a  stake  near 
the  gallows.  On  these  occasions, 
when  women  were  burnt  for  petty 
treason,  it  was  customary  to  strangle 
them,  by  means  of  a  rope  passed 
round  the  neck,  and  pulled  by  the 
executioner,  so  thatlhey  weredi^ul 
before  the  flames  reached  the  body. 
But  this  woman  was  literally  burnt 
alive ;  for  the  executioner  letting  go 
the  rope  sooner  than  usual,  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  flames  reaching  his 
hands,  the  fire  burnt  fiercely  round 
her,  and  the  s|H!Ctators  beheld  hrr 
pushing  away  the  faggots,  while  she 
rent  the  air  with  her  cries  and  la- 
mentations. Other  faggots  were  iii- 
stantly  thrown  on  her;  but  she  sur- 
vived amidbt  the  flames  for  a  consi- 
derable time,  and  her  body  was  not 
perfectly  reduced  to  ashes  in  less 
than  three  hours.*  They  suffered 
at  Tyburn,  May  9,  17S6. 


*  Until  the  thirtieth  year  of  the  reijpn  of  king  George  lU.  this  punishment  was  inflicted 
on  women  convicted  of  niordtriug  their  hutlwnds,  which  crime  b  denomimled  pccit-trcm- 
son.  It  has  frcqaenlly,  from  tome  accident  happening  in  strangling  the  OMlefactor,  pro- 
duced the  horrid  eflecu  above  related.  In  the  reign  of  Marjf  (the  cruel)  thb  de^th  was 
commonly  practised  upon  the  okuects  of  her  vengeance ;  and  manjf  bishopi^^  rather  than 
deny  their  religious  opinions,  were  burnt  even  without  previous  strangulation.  It  was 
high  time  this  part  of  the  sentence«  the  type  of  barbarism,  slioajd  be  dispeated  with.  The 

jfunisMment  iww  inflicied  firt  this  moat  umialural  and  abfaoned  crime  is  bangiDg;  bat» 

once  convicted,  m  wonaii  need  never  look  for  ncicjf. 


KNAPP  ft  UALDWLV*  NBWGATB  CAf^RNDAIl.        MO 
ROBERT   HARPIIAM 

EXF.CUTEII  FOR  COINING. 

This  oflfender  HtpiI  in  WeslmiD-*  and,  on  the  old  preicnce  of  button. 

f  tcr,  where  he  carried  on  the  husi-  making,  gave  orders  to  a  bricklayer 

nes9  of  a  carpenter  for  a  consider,  to  pat  up  a  grate*     The  bricklajer 

able  time  with  tome  success ;  but  at  remarking  what  a  quantity  of  coals 

length  bad  themi&fortnno  to  become  the  grate  would  consume,  the  other 

a  bankropt,  after  which  he  appears  said  it  was  so  much  the  better,  for 

to  hate  turned  his  thoughts  to  a  very  it  was  calculated  to  dress  victaala, 

dishonest  way  of  acquiring  money,  cither  by  baking,  stewing,  roasting^ 

Having  engaged  the  assistance  of  or  boiling.— liar pham  kept  the  key 

one  Fordham,  he  hired  a  house  near  of  the  cellar,  permitting  no  one  to 

St.  Paul's  Churchyard,   and,  pre.  enter  but  Fordham  ;  and  once  in 

tending  to  be  a  button-maker,  he  three  weeks  he  had  a  quantity  of 

put  up  an  iron  press,   with  which  charcoal  and  sea-coal  put  in  through 

he  used  to  coin  money,  and  Ford,  the  window. 

ham,  having  aided  him  in  the  coin.        The  landlord  of  the  place,  lui* 

age,  put  off  the  counterfeit  money  pccting  some  illegal  proceeding,  dc- 

thus  made.  sired  his  neighbours  to  watch  the 

From  hence    they   removed    to  parties:  in  consequence  of  which 

Rosemary  Lane,  and  there  carried  Harpham   was  soon  discorered  in 

on  the  same  dangerous  business  for  the  attempt  to  put  off  counterfeit 

some  time,  till  the  neighbours,  ob.  money ;  on  which  he  and  his  assistant 

serving  that  great  quantities  of  char-  were  apprehended  and  committed  to 

coal  were  brought  in,  and  the  ut-  Newgate ;  and  Fordham  being  ad. 

most  precaution  taken  to  keep  the  mitted  an  eridence,  the  other  was 

door  shut,  began  to  form  very  unfa-  convicted,  and  received  sentence  of 

Torable  tutp&cions :  on  which  Harp,  death. 

ham  took  a  cellar  in  Paradise  Row,  His  behaviour  after  his  commit- 
near  Hanover  Square,  to  which  the  ment  was  unusually  serious  ;  for,  as 
implements  were  removed.  he  was  not  weak  enough  to  flatter 

While  In  this  situation,  Uarpham  himself  with  unreasonable  hopes  of 
invited  a  gentleman  to  dine  with  life,  so  he  began  to  make  an  early 
him ;  and  «u  Imprudent  enough  to  preparation  for  the  important  change 
take  him  into  bit  workshop,  and  that  awaited  him.  He  procured  re- 
ihow  him  Us  tools.  This  gentle.  ligious  books,  and  exercised  himself 
man  wondering  for  what  purpose  in  the  offices  of  devotion  in  a  very 
they  could  be  intended,  Harpham  earnest  manner.  He  likewise  re- 
said,  <  In  this  press  1  can  make  but.  solved  to  eat  no  more  food  than 
tons ;  but  I  will  show  yon  some,  should  be  absolutely  necessary  for 
thing  else  that  b  a  greater  rarity.'  the  support  of  nature ;  and  in  this 
Having  said  thb,  he  struck  a  piece  he  persevered  from  the  time  of  hit 
of  metal,  which  instantly  bore  the .  conviction  to  the  day  of  hia  death, 
resemblance  of  half  a  guinea,  except  He  desired  a  |)crson  to  awake  him 
the  milling  on  the  edge;  but  an.  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
other  instrument  being  applied  to  and  continued  hia  devotions  till  mid- 
it,  the  half-guinea  was  completed.  night. 

Our  coiners    now    removed    to        While  he  was  thus  properly  em. 

Jermyn  Street,  St  James's,  where  ployed,  a  person  hinted  to  him  that 

Harpham  took  an  empty  celbiri  he  migkt  entertain  some  hope  of  a 
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repricTe;  bnt  be  taid  he  did  not 
regard  a  repriefe  on  hii  oiru  ac- 
count ;  for  that  slaf  erj,  in  a  foreign 
evnntrf ,  was  as  moch  to  be  dreaded 
m  death.  Some  quettloni  being 
Mked  him  reipectiag  anj  acoon. 
pikes  he  might  iMve^  he  dedined 
charging  any  particniar  person  with 
a  erime,  bat  ga? e  the  Ordinary  of 
Newgate  a  list  of  the  names  of  some 
people  whom  he  desired  him  to  send 
to,  reqnesting  that  they  wonid  re. 
form  the  error  of  tlieir  ways. 

The  sacrament  was  administered 
to  him  in  pri? ate  on  the  day  liefore 
lui  execntion^  at  his  own  request,  as 
he  said  he  coold  not  attend  (liedotiei 
of  religion  while  exposed  to  the  ob. 
ienatlon  of  a  cnrioas  mnltitade. 

He  was  ezeentcd  at  Tyburn  on 
the  S4th  of  May,  1725,  after  ex. 
ItortSilg  tlie  persons  present  to  be» 
ware  of  eo? etonsness,  and  be  con- 
tent in  tlie  station  allotted  tlwrn  by 
Profidenoe. 


To  the  particulars  abore  recited 
little  need  be  added  by  way  of  re- 
mark or  instruction.  The  man  who 
Is  wicked  and  foolish  enough  to  he 
guilty  of  coining  should  consider 
that  he  is  deliberately  taking  away 
bb  own  life.  In  the  very  act  of 
robbing  the  poor;  far  conntarfiBit 
money,  ^ongh  it  pass  for  awhile 
among  persons  who  haTe  consider- 
able sama  to  pay  away,  witt  nitr. 
maCely  remain  in  the  Imiids  of  some 
mechanic  or  labourer,  who  has  per- 
haps not  another  pieee  in  the  worM 
bnt  tlm  base  metal  which  he  hm 
taken. 

Let  ns  figure  to  oarsdret,  for  a 
moment,  the  distress  that  such  a 
person  BKist  endure;  aggravalidy 
possibly,  by  the  hungry  calls  of  a 
wife  and  nnmerons  fami^ ;  and  then 
let  any  man  lay  his  hand  on  hli 
heart,  and  ask  himsrif  how  fpw 
crimes  there  can  be  more  aAroeioas 
than  that  of  coining ! 


RICHARD  SAVAGE,  Ea^  fihe  ceUbraied  Poa^  torn  •/ the  Emi  qf 

Rivers  and  the  unnaiurai  Qmntest  of  Mmoclesfiekl}  ;  JAMES 

GREGORY  &  WILLIAM  MERCHANT,  Esaas. 


MUROBRXBa. 


Richard  Savage — a  name  the 
mention  of  which  cannot  fall  to 
excite  in  every  feeling  mind  the 
deepest  emotions  of  pity,  and  whose 
almost  unparalleled  persecution,  by 
an  abandoned  mother,  tends  to 
eflhoe  all  recolTectlon  efen  of  his 
many  frail tics^^was  bom  in  1698, 
having  been  the  son  of  Anne,  Coun- 
tess of  Macclesfield,  by  Captain 
Savage,  afterwards  Earl  of  Rivers. 
He  might  have  been  considered  the 
lawful  issue  of  Lord  Macclesfield ; 
bnt  his  mother,  in  order  to  procure 
a  separation  from  hec  husband,  madb 
a  public  confession  of  adultery  In 
this  instance.  As  soon  as  her  spu- 
rious ofispring  was  brought  to  light, 
the  coantens  treated  him-wltii  every 
Mitid  of  onoatnral  cruelty.     She 


committed  hfm  to  the  care  of  a  poor 
woman  to  educate  u  her  own,  aad 
prevented  the  Earl  of  Rfrersfroa 
making  him  a  bequest  of  (SOOOL  by 
dSeclaring  he  was  already  dead.  Ski 
endeavoured  to  send  him  secretly  b> 
the  American  plantations;  ana  at 
last,  to  bury  him  In  obscurity  and 
indigence  for  ever,  placed  him  as  aa 
apprentice  to  a  shoemaker  ivRol- 
bom.  About  this  period  his  narm 
died ;  and',  b  searching  her  efllBdl, 
Savage  found  some  lettera  whidi 
unravelled  the  mystery  of  his  ori- 
gin. He  therefore  left  his  low  oc- 
cupation^  and  tried  every  method, 
but  without  avail,  to  awaken  the 
tenderness  and  attract  the  r^ard 
of  hitf  mother.  Being  thus  thrown 
upon  the  world'  withont  the  aM  of 
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toy  fottcriag  hmnd,  he  arailed  him* 
self  of  the  portion  of  learning  lie 
had  acquired  at  the  grammar-school 
of  St  Albans,  and  commenoed 
author. 

Sa? age*!  earlj  productions  do  not 
seem  to  htfe  afforded  him  either 
fame  or  profit;  but  in  1723  he  pro- 
duced a  tragedy,  in  which  hioisell 
performed  a  principal    character^ 
entitled  *  Sir  Thomas  Of  erbnry  :' 
daring  his  employment  upon  which 
he  it  said  to  hate  been  without  a 
lodging,  and  often  without  food ; 
possessing  no  other  con? eniences  for 
study  than  the  fields  or  the  street; 
and,  when  ho   had   composed  a 
speech,  stepping  into  a  shop,  and 
begging  the  use  of  pen,  ink,  and 
paper.    The  profits  of  this  play  ap- 
pear to  have  amounted  to  WOL ; 
and  the  world  was  beginning  to  re- 
gard tins  f  ictim  of  maternal  heart- 
Icssncss  with  a  more  fa? orable  eyo^ 
when  the  accident  occurred  which 
put  not  only  his  reputation  but  his 
liieitself  Into  JGopai^y,  and  brought 
the  name  of  Richard  Savage  within 
the  gloomy  boundaries  of  our  cri- 
ming diroaology. 

Wa  have  before  adverted  to  the 
frslMcs  of  the  subject  of  this  me« 
moir>  Ue  was  proud,  vain,  and 
dissipated  j  and  the  narraUve  we 
are  about  tn  give  will  show  that  he 
was  dcstitila  of  that  command  over 
his  passiens  which  should  be  iudi. 
cated  in  the  conduct  of  e? ery  wise 
and  Tirtuons  man.  But  let  the  hu- 
mane leader  pause  before  he  passes 
too  set  era  a  judgment  upon  poor 
Savage;  and  suffer  the  remenu 
hrance  of  his  forlorn  condition  and 
naheard*of  wrongs  to  cover,  at 
least  to  n  certain  extent,  ^  a  multi^ 
tude  of  sins.' 

In  themonth  of  December,  1727, 
this  gentleman,  together  with  James 
Gregory  and  William  Merchant, 
was  indicted  at  the  Old  BaUey,  for 
the  aiiiirdec  of  Janes.  Sinclair  s-— 


Savage  by  giving  him  a  mortal 
wound  with  a  drawn  sword  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  belly ;  and  Gre- 
gory and  Merchant  by  aiding  and 
abetting  in  the  commission  of  the 
said  murder. 

It  appeared  in  evidence  that  tbeio 
three  gentlemen  had  accidentally 
come,  at  a  late  hour,  much  disguised 
in  liquor,  to  Robinson*s  cofUBn- 
house  at  Charing  Cross,  and  went 
into  a  room  where  a  Mr.  Sinclair 
and  other  company  wero  drinking. 
Merchant,  entering  first,  kicked 
down  the  table;  and  Savage  and 
Gregory  drawing  their  swords,  Ht&f 
were  earnestly  desired  to  put  them 
up,  but  refused  to  do  so. 

A  scuffle  now  ensued,  In  whicK 
Mr.  Sinclair  received  a  mortal 
wound,  and  was  heard  to  say  ^  I 
am  n  dead  man  :*  soon  after  whicb 
the  candles  were  eitinguished. 

Another  witness  deposed  that,  as 
he  and  some  other  company  were  att 
the  point  of  leaving  the  house,  the* 
prisoners  came  in,  when  Merchant 
kicked  down  the  ti^e,  and  Gre- 
gory,  going  up  to  the  deceased,  sald^ 
'  Damn  ye,  you  rascal,  deliver  your 
sword ;'  on  which  weapons  were* 
drawn,  and  the  deceased  wounded, 
as  above  mentioned :  that  the  do» 
ceased  had  his  sword  drawn  when 
tho  wound  was  given  by  Savage ;  but 
that  he  held  it  with  the  point  down- 
towards  the  ground;  but  neither 
this  deponent  nor  the  former  oK 
served  thatMerehan t  had  any  sword» 
There  were  several  other  wit- 
nesses to  prove  the  fact ;  but  It  mnjT 
be  now  proper  to  mention  how  it 
happened  that  the  parties  accused 
cane  to  the  hoase  where  it  occurred. 
Mr.  Savage  had  at  the  time  a  lodg. 
ing  at  Richmond,  and  another  nt 
London ;  and  having  eome  to  town 
to  pay  off  the  latter,  and  easuaHj 
meeting  with  Gregory  and  Mer- 
chant, with  whom  he  hod  been  ae- 
quaintwl  for  some  tine  past,  ttegr 
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went  to  a  coffee- lioiue,  where  thejr 
drank  till  late  in  the  evening.  Sa- 
tage  wcmld  have  engaged  a  bed  at 
this  place ;  hot  there  not  being  ac 
oommodatiooB  for  him,  he  and  hit 
friends  went  into  the  street,  pro- 
peting  to  spend  the  night  as  the/ 
could,  and  in  the  morning  to  walk  to 
liichmond.  Strolling  abont,  thej 
law  a  light  in  Robinson's  coffee, 
house,  into  which  they  entered^  and 
the  fatal  consaqnence  ensaed  which 
we  have  already  redted. 

The  perpetrators  of  this  rash  ac- 
tioo  having  left  the  house,  some 
soldien  were  sent  for,  by  whom 
they  were  taken  into  custody,  and 
lodged  in  the  roond-hoase ;  and  in 
the  morning  were  carried  before  a 
magistrate,  who  committed  thi*m  to 
the  Gate-house ;  but  Mr.  Sinclair 
dying  on  the  following  day,  they 
were  sent  to  Newgate. 

The  deceased  had  been  attended 
by  a  clergyman,  who  declared  that 
he  said  he  was  stabbed  before  he  had 
time  to  draw  his  sword  ;  and  his 
testimony  was  confirmed  by  that  of 
other  witnesses. 

When  the  evidence  way  summed 
up,  the  Court  observed  to  the  jury, 
that,  '  As  the  deceased  and  his 
companions  were  in  possession  of 
the  room,  if  the  prisoners  were  the 
aggressors,  by  coming  into  that 
rcKMo,  kicking  down  the  table,  and 
immediately  thereupon  drawing 
their  swords,  without  provocation. 
Sec  it  was  murder,  not  only  in  him 
who  gave  the  wound,  but  in  those 
who  aided  and  abetted  him.' 

After  a  trial  of  eight  hours,  the 
jury  found  Savage  and  Gregory 
guilty  of  murder,  and  Merchant 
guilty  of  manslaughter :  in  conse. 
quence  of  which  the  latter  was 
burnt  in  the  hand  and  discharged. 

On  the  11th  of  December,  17i7, 
Richard  Savage  and  James  Gregory 
were  brought  to  the  bar,  with  other 
c^i^  eaofhtt,  to  neoeiTe  sealMce 


of  death ;  and  being  asked,  in  Hke 
customary  manner,  what  thej  hsd 
to  say  why  judgment  shonM  notbe 
duly  passed,  Savage  spoke  as  fol. 
lows: 

'  It  is  now,  my  lordi,  too  late  to 
offer  any  thing  by  way  of  defence 
or  vindication  ;  nor  can  we  eipect 
aught  from  your  lordships  in  this 
Court  but  the  sentence  which  the 
law  reqaires  you,  as  judge,  to  pro- 
nounce against  men  in  our  calami, 
tons  condition.-^But  we  are  also 
persuaded  that  as  mere  men,  and 
out  of  this  seat  of  rigorous  justice, 
you  are  susceptible  of  the  tender 
passions,  and  too  hamane  not  to 
commiserate  the  anhappy  situation 
of  those  whom  the  law  somethnes 
perhaps  exads  from  you  to  pro- 
nounce  sentence  upon. 

^  No  doubt  you  distinguish  be. 
tween  offenoff  which  arise  out  of 
premeditation  and  a  dfspositioo  ha- 
bitual to  vice  or  immorality,  and 
transgressions  which  are  tlie  anhap. 
py  and  unforeseen  eflects  of  a  casual 
absence  of  reason  and  sudden  im- 
pulse of  passion;  we,  therefore, 
hope  you  will  cootfibute  all  you 
can  to  an  eitension  of  that  mercy 
which  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury 
have  been  pleased  to  show  Mr. 
Merchant,  who  (allowing  facts  as 
sworn  against  ui  by  the  evideaee) 
has  led  us  into  this  calamity. 

<  I  hope  this  will  not  be  construed 
as  if  we  meant  to  reflect  upon  that 
gentleman,  or  remove  any  thing 
from  us  upon  him,  or  that  we  repine 
the  more  at  our  fhte  beoause  he  has 
no  participation  of  it :  no,  my  lord! 
for  my  part,  I  declare  nothing  could 
more  soften  my  grief  than  to  be 
without  any  companion  in  so  great 
a  misfortune.' 

It  will  scarcely  be  believed  that, 
at  this  critical  juncture,  the  inhu* 
man  countess  exerted  all  her  in. 
fluence  to  prejudice  the  queen 
against  her  unhappy  child|  Md  to 
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render  unavailing  c?cry  intercession 
that  eiigbt  be  made  to  procure  for 
him  the  royal  mercy:  at  length, 
howet er,  the  Coni]itC8S  of  Hertford 
having  laid  an  account  of  the  ox« 
traordinary  story  and  sufferings  of 
poor  Savage  t>efore  her  majesty,  a 
pardon  was  obtained  for  him  and 
his  companion,  and  they  were  ac. 
eordiugly  «et  at  liberty  on  the  6th 
of  March,  1738. 

Oar  author  had  nerw  recovered 
his  liberty,  but  was  destitute  of  all 
means  of  sabsiitence ;  and  his  latter 
days  appear  lo  have  been  spent,  for 
the  most  part,  in  abject  poverty. 


His  distresses  do  not,  however,  seem 
to  have  overcome  him.  In  hh  lowest 
sphere  his  pride  sustained  his  spirits, 
and  sot  him  on  a  level  with  those  of 
the  highest  rank.  After  enduring 
numberless  privations,  and  disgust- 
ing almost  all  his  friends  by  the  heed- 
lessness (and  we  are  afraid  wo  must 
add  the  Ingratitude)  of  his  disposi- 
tion,  Savage  expired  at  Bristol, 
where  he  had  been  imprisoned  for 
debt,  August,  1^43,  in  his  46th 
year,  and  was  buried  in  the  church, 
yard  of  St.  Peter,  at  the  expense 
of  the  gaoler. 


ANTHONY  DRURY% 

EXECUTED  FOR  HIGHWAY  nOBBERY. 


This  offender  was  a  native  of 
Norfolk,  and  the  son  of  parents  in 
reputable  circumstances,  who  im- 
prudently neglected  to  bring  him  up 
to  any  bustneu ;  so  that,  when  he 
arrived  at  years  of  maturity,  he 
wandered  about  the  country  curing 
smoky  chimneys,  which  procured 
Imi  the  appellation  of  ^  the  smoky 
doctor*  amoag  those  who  knew  hb 
profession. 

At  length  he  married  a  woman 
who  was  sidd  to  possess  a  rery  con- 
siderable fortune;  but,  whatever 
this  fortune  was,  Drury  never  re- 
ceived^ more  of  it  than  bOOi.  He 
now  lived  some  years  with  his  wife 
atAndover,  but  occasionally  ranged 
the  country  in  search  of  that  busi- 
ness  In  which  he  seemed  to  place 
his  chief  delight.  His  wife  used 
«wy  aignnMnt  to  prevail  with  him 
to  inHMin  at  home ;  but  her  soli, 
cttntions  were  without  effect. 

SoMetinMs  he  would  stroll  to 
I^mdon,  and  bring  with  him  tbIu. 
Mt  nrtidei  for  his  support ;  and 
on  one  of  these  occasions  he  pawned 


some  plate  for  twenty  pounds,  dis- 
sipating the  money  in  company  with 
women  of  abandoned  character. 

By  degrees  he  stripped  his  wife 
of  great  part  of  what  should  have 
supported  her,  so  that  she  was 
obliged  to  the  friendship  of  her  re. 
lations  for  a  maintenance.  By  a 
continued  course  of  extraTBgance^ 
he  grew  daily  more  and  more 
vicious,  and  at  length  determined 
to  commence  highwayman. 

In  London  he  made  an  acquaint- 
ance with  Robert  King,  the  driver 
of  the  Bicester  waggon.  This  King 
was  a  fellow  of  most  execrable  cha. 
racter,  whose  practice  was  to  inform 
the  highwaymen  when  he  had  any 
persons  to  travel  In  his  waggon* 
who  possessed  any  considerable  sum 
of  money,  or  valuable  effects,  that 
they  might  be  robbed  on  the  road ; 
on  which  occasions  a  share  was  al- 
ways given  to  the  driver. 

Drury,  bt»ing  in  company  with 
this  King,  was  told  by  him  that  a 
gentleman  named  Eldridge  would 
travel  in  the  waggon  on  the  follow- 


*  Formerij  people  of  great  property  used  to  tmvel  in  waggons ;  but  the  fragal  man- 
nan  of  oar  ancestors  are  abolUhed,  and  post-chaises  and  flying  machines  take  place  of 
the  other  carriages. 
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lag  dmj,  aod  that  It  would  be  pra. 
dent  to  rob  him  before  be  got  far 
from  town,  as  be  woald  bare  witb 
him  a  very  coosiderable  booty. 

Oar  adfentorer  listened  eagerly 
to  tbii  tale,  and  the  neat  day  robbed 
Mr.  Eldridge  of  two  bandred  and 
fourteen  gnineas.  At  he  took  mo. 
ney  only,  be  bad  Tery  little  appie. 
hanlon  of  detection  :  but  another 
tra? eller  in  the  waggon,  happening 
to  know  him,  repaired  to  London, 
and  gate  information  against  him ; 
whereopon  he  was  taken  into  ens. 
tody,  and,  being  brought  to  trial, 
was  couTicted  on  full  eridence. 

After  he  received  sentence  of 
death  his  behaTiour  was  consistent 
with  his  unhappy  situation.  He 
was  a  regular  attendant  on  dirine 
worship,  and  a  constant  peruser  of 
books  of  rdiglon :  but  at  the  same 
thne  he  did  every  thing  in  his  power 
to  procure  a  respite  of  the  fatal 
leatenee. 

Some  people  of  consequence  ex. 
erted  themself  es  to  obtain  the  royhl 
mercy  for  Drury,  but  in  Tain  :  his 
character  and  crime  militated  too 
forcibly  against  him. 

After  conviction  he  repeatedly 
wrote  to  his  wife,  desiring  her  to 
come  to  London ;  and,  among  other 
motives  to  prevail  on  her,  told  her 


that  she  might  redeem  the  pkite  he 
had  pawned :  but  all  be  coqld  say 
had  no  effect ;  she  lent  a  deaf  ear 
to  all  bU  entreaties. 

He  appeared  to  be  greatly  dis. 
turbed  in  mind  at  thb  unfeeling  In. 
difference  of  his  wife,  which  piB. 
rented  the  calmness  of  dbposition 
that  was  requuite  towards  a  proper 
preparation  for  hb  approaching  exit; 

Two  days  before  hb  death  he 
received  the  sacrament  with  every 
mark  of  real  contrition.  On  the 
evening  preceding  hb  evecution  a 
gentleman  sent  a  woman  to  inquire 
what  declaration  he  would  make  re- 
specting the  waggoner ;  to  whom  he 
answered,  that  he  had  no  idea  of 
committing  the  crime  till  King  pro- 
posed it  to  him ;  and  that  hb  life 
was  sacrificed  in  consequence  of  his 
taking  that  advice. 

When  at  the  place  of  execution  he 
appeared  to  possess  more  courage 
than  he  had  done  some  time  before, 
and  again  declared  that  the  wag. 
goner  had  seduced  him  to  commit 
the  robbery.  He  earnestly  exhorted 
young  people  to  avoid  bad  com. 
pany,  as  what  would  sMMtin^KMy 
bring  them  to  destruction. 

Thb  malefactor  suffered  at  Ty- 
burn, Nov.  3,  17^,  in  the  twenty, 
eighth  year  of  his  age. 


MARGARET  DIXON, 

MURDERER. 


TnE  following  case  b  more  re. 
markable  for  resuscitation  after  ex- 
ecution than  even  the  flagitious  life 
of  the  condemned.  Though  some 
doubt  may  arise  of  her  guilt  regard, 
ing  the  crime  of  which  she  was  con. 
victed,  none  can  be  entertained  of 
her  being  restoreo  to  existence  af. 
ter  having  hanged  the  usual  time, 
^d  enjoying  life  more  than  iidrtj 
years  afterwards. 

Thb  remarkable  woman  was  the 
Aoghiet  of  poor  parents,  who  Hved 


at  Musselburgh,  about  five  mika 
from  fklinburgh,  and  who  brought 
up  their  child  in  the  practice  of  re. 
ligious  duties,  having  instructed  her 
in  such  household  business  as  waa 
likely  to  suit  her  futhre  situathm  fai 
life.  The  village  of  Musselburgh 
is  almost  entirely  inhabited  by  gar«^ 
doners,  fishermen,  aod  persons  em«* 
ployed  in  makmg  salt  The  bus* 
bands  having  prepared  the  several 
articles  for  sale,  tiie  wives  carry 
them  to  Edinbnrgh,  and  pKOCUce  a 
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labriftcnoe  by  ciyfng  them  through 
the  ftreets  of  that  citj.  When 
Margaret  Diion  had  attained  years 
of  maCarily,  she  was  married  to  a 
iisherman,  by  whom  the  had  sef  eral 


After  her  condemnation  she  be- 
hared  in  the  most  penitent  manner^ 
confessed  that  she  had  been  guilty 
of  many  sins,  and  eren  owned 
that  she  had  departed  from  the  line 


chlldrea:  but,  there  being  a  want    of  duty  to  her  husband;  but  she 


of  seamen,  her  husband  was  im 
prened  into  the  natal  serrice ;  and, 
during  Ills  absence  from  Scotland, 
his  wife  had  an  illicit  connexion  with 
a  man  at  Musselburgh,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  she  became  preg. 
nant.  At  this  time  it  was  the  law 
In  Scotland  that  a  woman  known 
to  hafe  been  unchaste  should  sit  in 
a  distinguished  place  in  the  church, 
on  three  Sundays,  to  be  publicly 
rebuked  by  the  minister;  and  many 
poor  infants  have  been  destroyed 
because  the  mother  dreaded  this 
public  exposure,*  particularly  as 
many  Scotch  ladies  went  to  church 
to  be  witnesses  of  the  frailty  of  a 
sister,  who  were  ne? er  seen  there 
•n  any  other  occasion. 

The  neighbours  of  Mrs.  Dixon 
averred  that  she  was  with  child ; 
but  this  she  constantly  denied, 
though  there  wu  every  appearance 
Oat  might  warrant  the  discrediting 
what  she  sakl.  At  length,  however, 
she  was  delivered  of  a  child ;  but  it 
li  uncertain  whether  it  was  born 
alive  or  not 

Be  this  as  it  may,  she  was  taken 
into  custody,  and  lodged  in  the  gaol 
of  Edinborgh.  When  her  trial 
came  on,  several  witnesses  deposed 
that  she  had  been  frequently  preg. 
nant ;  others  proved  that  there  were 
ligns  of  her  hating  been  delivered, 
and  that  anew.born  infant  had  been 
found  dead  near  the  place  of  her 
vesidence. 

The  jury,  giving  credit  to  the  evi. 
deuce  against  her,  brought  in  a  jer^ 
^Ict  of  guilty ;  in  consequence  of 
whidi  slie  wu  doomed  to  suffer. 

\  This  proves,  in  a  ttriktag  nanncr.  Die  valtie  of  oor  Foundling  Hotpiul  in  I^»doii« 
vbicli  has^  doobUeis^  been  the  roeaos  of  safing  aumben  of  infimts  who  would  othcrwiM 
htvt  beeu  deMnjod. 


constantly  and  steadily  denied  that 
she  had  murdered  her  child,  or  even 
formed  an  idea  of  so  horrid  a  crime. 
She  owned  that  the  fear  of  being 
exposed  to  the  ridicule  of  her  nelgli. 
hours  in  the  church  had  tempted  her 
to  deny  that  she  was  pregnant ;  and 
she  said  that,  being  suddenly  sehted 
with  the  pains  of  child-birth,  she 
was  unable  to  procure  the  assist- 
ance  of  her  neighbours ;  and  that  a 
state  of  insensibility  ensued,  so  that 
it  was  impossible  she  should  know 
what  became  of  the  infant. 

At  the  place  of  execution  her  be- 
haviour was  consistent  with  her  for* 
mer  declaration.  She  avowed  her 
total  innocence  of  the  crime  of 
which  she  was  convicted,  but  con- 
fessed the  sincerest  sorrow  for  all 
her  other  sins. 

After  execution  her  body  was 
cut  down  and  delivered  to  her 
friends,  who  put  it  into  a  coffin, 
and  sent  it  in  a  cart  to  be  buried  at 
her  native  place;  but,  the  weather 
being  sultry,  the  persons  who  had 
the  body  in  their  care  stopped  to 
drink  at  a  village  called  Pepper- 
Mill,  about  two  miles  from  Edin- 
burgh. While  they  were  refresh* 
ing  themselves,  one  of  them  per- 
ceived the  lid  of  the  coffin  move, 
and,  uncovering  it,  the  woman  im- 
mediately sat  up,  and  most  of  the 
spectators  ran  off,  with  every  sign 
of  trepidation. 

It  happened  that  a  person  who 
was  then  drinking  in  the  public 
house  had  recollection  enough  to 
bleed  her.  In  about  an  hour  she 
was  put  to  bed ;  and  by  the  foUow* 
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ing  morning  she  was  so  fair  rccorcrcd 
as  to  be  able  to  walk  to  her  own 
house. 

By  the  Scottish  law,  which  is  in 
part  fonnded  on  that  of  the  Romans, 
a  person  against  whom  the  judg« 
ment  of  the  Court  has  been  cxe* 
catcd  can  suffer  no  more  in  future, 
but  is  thenceforward  totally  excuU 
pated  ;  and  it  is  likewise  hel4  that 
the  marriage  is  dissolved  by  (he  ex- 
ecution of  the  con? icted  party ; 
which  indeed  is  consistent  with  the 
ideas  that  common  sense  would  form 
on  such  an  occasion. 


Mrs.  Dixon,  then,  haiing  bern 
conricted  and  executed  as  aboto 
mentioned,  the  king's  adfocate  could 
prosecute  her  no  farther;  but  he 
filed  a  bill  in  the  High  Court  of  Jus- 
ticiary  against  the  sheriff,  (or  omit- 
ting to  fulfil  the  law.  The  hufthand 
of  this  refived  con? ict  married  her 
publicly  a  few  days  after  she  was 
hangod  !  and  she  constantly  denied 
that  she  had  been  guilty  of  the  al- 
leged crime.  She  was  lit ing  as  late 
as  the  year  1753.  This  singular 
transaction  took  pUice  in  the  year 
1728. 


EDWARD  BELLAMY, 

EXECUTED  FOR  UOT/SEBREAKIIfO. 


Tuis  malefactor  was  a  natife  of 
London,  an4  serfcd  his  time  to  a 
tailor;  but  his  apprenticeship  was 
no  sooner  expired  than  he  asso- 
ciated himself  with  some  women  of 
ill  fame,  and  became  a  thief  in  order 
to  support  their  extravagance.  His 
commencement  in  the  art  of  theft 
was  with  a  number  of  young  pick- 
pockets, and  ho  soon  became  an 
adept  in  the  profession.  From  this 
business  they  advanced  a  step  far- 
ther. They  used  to  go,  three  or 
four  in  company,  io  the  shops  of 
sihersmiths  in  the  efening,  and, 
while  one  of  them  cheapened  some 
article  of  small  falue,  his  com- 
panions used  to  secrete  something 
of  greater.  It  was  likewise  a  prac- 
tice with  them  to  walk  the  streets 
at  night,  and,  forcing  up  the  win- 
dows of  shops  with  a  chisel,  run  off 
with  any  property  that  lay  within 
their  reach. 

Haring  followed  (his  infamous 
business  about  three  years,  Bellamy 
forged  (an  offence  not  then  capital) 
a  note,  by  which  he  defrauded  a 
linen-draper  of  money  to  a  consi- 
derable amount.  Being  taken  into 
custody  for  this  forgery,  he  was 
lodged  in  NcirgAtc ;  but  discharged. 


without  being  brought  to  trial,  his 
friends  having  found  means  to  ac- 
commodate the  matter  with  the  in- 
jured party. 

In  a  short  time  after  he  left  New- 
gate he  made  connexions  with  Jo* 
nathan  Wild,  who  used  frequently 
to  borrow  money  of  a  Mr.  Wild- 
goose,  who  kept  an  inn  in  Smith- 
field  ;  and  Bellamy,  wbhiog  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  a  man  whom 
he  thought  he  could  make  subser- 
vient to  his  interest,  applied  to  Jo- 
nathan to  recommend  him  to  Wild- 
goose;  but  this  the  famous  thief- 
taker  absolutely  refusetl. 

Having  often  gone  with  messages 
and  notes  from  Jonathan  to  Wild, 
goose,  and  being  well  acquainted 
with  the  handwriting  of  the  former, 
he  forged  a  draft  on  the  latter  for 
ten  guineas,  which  Wildgoose  paid 
without  hesitation  ;  and,  as  soon  as 
Bellamy  had  got  the  money,  he 
omitted  to  pay  his  usual  visits  at 
Wild's  office. 

A  few  days  after  this  transaction 
Wild  went  to  hb  acquaintance  to 
borrow  some  money,  when  Wild- 
goose  told  him  he  had  paid  his  draft 
for  the  al>ove.mcntioned  sum,  and, 
producing  the  note,  Jonathan  could 
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not  be  certain  that  it  was  not  his 
own  hAnd writing,  otherwise  than  by 
recolleciinf;  that  he  had  ncfcr  given 
sarh  a  draft.  Wildgoosc  was  unac- 
quainted with  Bellamy's  name;  but, 
by  the  description  of  his  person, 
Jonathan  soon  found  who  had  com. 
mtttod  the  forgery,  on  which  he 
ordered  his  myrmidons  to  be  C4reful 
to  apprehend  thi^  offender.  Bel- 
lamy was  soon  found  in  a  lodging 
in  Whitofriars,  and  Jonathan's  men 
sent  word  to  their  master  that  thoy 
had  iiim  in  custody,  and  begged  he 
wuuld  give  orders  how  they  should 
dispose  of  him.  Jn  the  interim, 
Bellamy,  who  eipcctcd  no  mercy 
from  the  old  thief-taker,  seized  the 
advantage  of  the  casual  absence  of 
hb  attendants  from  the  room,  fixed 
a  rope  to  the  bar  of  the  window, 
and  let  himself  into  the  street, 
though  the  room  was  three  stories 
high. 

He  now  entertained  thoughts  of 
acconunodating  the  affair  with  Wild, 
imagining  he  should  be  treated  with 
the  utmost  severity  if  he  should 
bo  re^ajiprehended  :  but,  before  he 
had  proceeded  in  this  negotiation, 
Wild's  men  seized  him  at  a  gin-shop 
In  Chancery  l^ne,  and  hcnt  to  their 
master  for  instructions  how  to  act. 
To  tbb  message  Jonathan  returned 
an  answer,  that  they  loight  give  him 
hi«  liberty,  on  the  condition  that  he 
should  cumo  to  the  olhce,  and  ad- 
just  the  baslness  with  himself. 

Hereupon  Bellamy  was  dis- 
charged: but,  knowing  how  dan- 
fcroos  it  would  be  to  affront  Wild, 
he  went  the  following  morning  to  a 
IMiblk;  house  in  the  Old  Bailey, 
where  he  sent  for  Jonathan  to 
bAmkfast  with  him ;  and  the  latter 
sending  for  Wildgoose,  Bellamy 
gave  him  a  note  for  the  money  re- 
ceived, and  no  farther  btepa  were 
taken  in  the  affair. 

As  soon  as  tliis  business  was  ad. 
jovted  Bellanij  renewed  his  former 


plan  of  making  depredations  on  the 
public,  and  committed  an  immense 
number  of  robberies.  He  and  one 
of  his  gang  having  broken  the  sash 
of  a  silversmith's  shop  in  Jiussefl 
Court,  Diury  l^nc,  a  person  who 
lay  under  the  counter  fired  a  blun- 
derbuss at  them,  w  liich  obliged  them 
to  decamp  without  their  booty. 
This  attempt  failing,  they  went  to 
the  house  of  another  silversmith, 
which  they  broke  ^iiieu;  and,  find, 
ing  the  servant-maid  sitting  up  for 
her  master,  th(*y  terrified  her  into 
silence,  and  carried  off  effects  to  a 
lur^c  amount. 

Not  long  after  tlib  robbery  they 
broke  open  the  shop  of  a  grocer 
near  Shorcditch,  in  the  expectation 
of  finding  cash  to  a  great  amount ; 
but  the  proprietor  hafiug  prefi- 
oubly  secured  it,  they  got  only  aboat 
ten  pounds  of  tea,  and  the  loose 
money  in  the  till. 

Their  next  attempt  was  at  the 
house  of  a  hosier  in  Widegate  Alley, 
from  whose  shop  they  carried  off 
some  goods  of  value,  which  they 
sold  to  the  Jews  on  the  following 
day. 

From  the  shop  of  a  silversmith, 
in  Bride  l^nc,  they  carried  off  plate 
to  the  amount  of  fifty  pounds ;  and 
from  the  house  of  a  haberdasher  Id 
Bishopsgute  Street  a  load  of  various 
articles,  the  whole  ot  which  they 
disposed  of  to  the  Jews. 

On  another  occasion  they  broke 
open  a  tea-shop  near  Gray's  I  no 
Lane :  having  removed  the  shutters, 
by  cutting  away  part  of  them  with 
chisels,  they  w  ere  going  to  lift  np 
the  sash,  when  a  person  from  within, 
hearing  them,  cried  out  *  thieves  !* 
on  which  they  ran  off  without  their 
booty. 

Having  broken  into  a  tea-ware. 
house  near  A  Idgate,  thoy  had  packed 
up  valuable  parcels  of  gooils,  when 
the  mdid-bcrvant  came  down  stairs 
undressed,  and  without  a  caodle. 
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Hafliig  gomt  into  the  jurd^  ih^  re* 
tamed,  without  knowieg  that  ikey 
were  in  the  house ;  but,  when  she 
CAme  into  the  shop,  Bellamj  seized 
ker,  and  obliged  her  to  lie  on  the 
floor  while  they  went  off  with  thdr 
booty:  and  the  same  night  tliey 
kffoke  open  the  shop  of  a  meroer 
in  Bishopsgate  Street,  whence  th^ 
carried  off  goods  to  a  large  amount. 

Their  next  robbery  was  at  the 
bouse  of  a  grocer  in  Thames  Street. 
The  watchman  passing  by  as  they 
were  packing  up  their  booty,  Bel. 
lamy  seiaed  h|m,  and  obliged  him  to 
put  out  his  candle,  to  prevent  any 
alarm  bdng  given.  Having  kept 
him  till  they  were  ready  to  go  off 
with  their  plunder,  they  took  him 
to  tlieaide  oif  the  Thames*  and  threat- 
ened to  drown  him  If  lie  wonld  not 
throw  b  his  lanthom  and  staff.  It 
need  not  be  said  that  the  poor  man 
was  obliged  to  comply  with  their 
injunctions. 

Soon  after  this  they  stole  a  large 
sum  of  money,  and  a  quantity  of 
goods,  from  the  house  of  a  grocer, 
which  they  broke  open  In  Alders, 
gate  Street.  A  neighbour  saw  this 
robbery  from  his  window,  but  was 
too  much  frightened  to  take  any 
measures  for  the  detection  of  the 
villains. 

Their  next  exploit  was  at  an  old- 
clothes'  shop,  kept  by  a  woman  in 
Shadwell,  whence  they  carried  off 
every  valuable  article :  and  after 
this  they  robbed  the  shop  of  a  hosier 
in  Coleman  Street,  and  took  away 
goods  to  the  amount  of  seventy 
pounds,  which  the  thieves  divid^ 
into  shares,  and  sold  them  to  their 
old  acquaintances,  the  Jews. 

They  were  disappointed  in  their 
next  attempt,  which  was  to  break 
open  the  house  of  a  lineUi^draper 
in  Westminster ;  for,  some  people 
coming  up  before  they  had  com- 
pleted their  operations,  they  were 
obliged  to  decamp  mih  precipitation. 


.  On  the  evening  after  this  ti 
tSon,  observing  the  door  of  a  shop 
shut  in  St.  Clement's  Churchyard, 
they  made  it  fast  with  a  cord  on  the 
outside,  and,  throwing  ip  the  sash, 
stole  a  very  large  number  of  silk 
handkerchiefs,  while  a  woman  in  the 
shop  made  many  fruitless  attempts 
to  open  the  door:  and  they  stole  a 
variety  of  plate,  wearing  apparel, 
and  other  effecte,  the  same  n%ht, 
from  two  houses  In  Holbora. 

Soon  after  this  they  stole  goods  to 
the  amount  of  twenty  pounds  from 
a  house  which  they  broke  open  in 
Red  Lion  Street;  and,  breaking 
another  the  same  night  in  Foil* 
wood's  Rents,  obtained  about  an 
equal  booty. 

While  they  were  thus  renderiag 
themselves  the  very  pesti  of  society, 
they  became  Intiroale  with  an  old 
woman  who  had  opened  an  oftce 
near  Leicester  Fields  for  the  recep. 
tion  of  stolen  goods,  something  on 
the  plan  of  that  of  Jonathan  Wild. 
To  this  woman  Bellamy  and  his 
companions  used  to  sell  much  of 
their  ill-gotten  effects:  bat  she  hav* 
Ing,  on  one  occasion,  given  asmaUer 
price  than  they  expected,  Bellamy 
determined  on  a  plan  of  revenge ; 
in  pursuance  of  which  he  went  to 
her  office  with  a  small  quantity  of 
stolen  plate;  and,  while  she  was 
gone  with  it  to  a  silversmith,  he 
broke  open  her  drawers,  and  car* 
ried  off  her  cash  to  a  large  amount 

Hb  next  adventures  were,  the 
breaking  open  a  house  in  Plettlooat 
Lane,  and  another  in  Grocers'  Alley* 
in  the  Poultry,  at  both  of  which 
places  he  made  laige  prises;  and 
soon  afterwards  he  stopped  a  man 
near  Houndsditch,  and  robbed  him 
of  his  money. 

At  length  he  robbed  a  shop  in 
Monmouth  Street ;  but  by  this  time 
he  had  rendered  himself  so  conspi* 
cuous  for  his  daring  villainies,  that 
a  reward  of  lOQL  was  offsred  for 
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6m  •pprefaeiuling  him ;  in  conse- 
qnence  of  which  he  was  taken  near 
tiie  Seven  Dialt  on  the  folio  wing 
day,  and  committed  to  Newgate. 

For  this  last  fact  he  was  tried, 
confided,  and  received  sentence. 
From  this  time  till  the  arriTal  of  the 
warrant  for  his  execution  he  affected 
a  cheerfulness  of  behaviour,  and 
said  that  he  would  be  hanged  in  his 
sfarond;  but  the  certainty  that  he 
should  suffer,  and  the  sight  of  his 


coffin,  ozcited  more  serious  ideas  ia 
his  mind ;  and  he  received  the  sa- 
crament a  few  days  before  his  death 
with  evident  marks  of  repentance 
for  the  many  crimes  of  which  he  had 
been  guilty.  He  was  executed  at  Ty- 
burn, on  the  97th  of  March,  1728; 
and,  just  before  ho  was  turned  off, 
made  a  speech  to  the  surrounding 
multitude,  in  which  he  confessed  his 
numerous  offences,  and  acknow. 
lodged  the  justice  of  his  sentence. 


JAMES  CLUFF, 


MuaoisaBa;  bxrcutso  on  an  appeal,  after  bsino  acovjtted. 

This  unhappy  young  man   was    soner  holding  the  deceased  by  the 

shoulders,  who  was  sitting  on  the 
floor,  and  speechless,  while  the 
blood  streamed  from  her  in  large 
quantities. 

Mrs.  Payne  called  out,  <  What 
have  you  been  doing,  James  ?*  He 
said,  ^  Nothing.'  lie  was  asked  if 
he  had  seen  her  hurt  herself.  He 
said  ^  No  ;  but  that  he  had  seen  her 
bring  up  a  knife  from  the  cellar, 
where  she  had  been  to  draw  some 
beer  for  her  dinner.'  Mr.  Payne 
now  entered  the  tap*f  oom,  and  then 
went  into  the  cellar,  to  discover  if 
there  was  any  blood  there:  but, 
finding  none,  he  accused  Cluff,  on 
suspicion,  of  having  committed  the 
murder ;  and  instantly  sent  for  a 
surgeon. 

When   the  surgeon  arrived,  he 

found  that  a  knife  had  been  im. 

gone,  Mr.  Payne,  perceiving  that     pclled  into  the  upper  part  of  the 

thigh,  and  had  entered  the  body  of 
the  girl  in  such  a  manner  that  she 
oould  not  survive  the  stroke  more 
than  a  minute. 

A  bloody  knife  was  found  in  the 


bom  In  Clare  Market,  and  lived  as 
waiter  at  several  public  houses,  in 
ail  of  which  he  maintained  an  extra- 
ordinary character  for  diligence,  ci- 
vility, and  integrity. 

Mr.  Payne,  master  of  the  Green 
Lattice  in  Holborn,  having  hired 
Cluff,  he,  during  his  residence  there, 
fell  io  love  with  Mary  Green,  his 
fellow*servant ;  but  she,  being 
courted  by  another  man,  constantly 
rejected  his  addresses,  which  fre- 
quently  agitated  his  mind  in  the 
BHnt  violent  degree. 

Green's  other  lover,  coming  to  see 
her,  sat  hi  the  same  box  with  her, 
and  was  received  in  an  affectionata 
manner.  This  did  not  seem  to  be 
much  regttded  by  Cluff,  who  was 
tiien  engaged  in  attending  the  cus- 
tomers; bat,  when   the  lover  was 


room,  and  Cluff  was  committed  to 


sometHng  had  discomposed  duff's 
mind,  asked  him  the  reason  of  it, 
but  could  not  prevail  on  him  to  tell 
the  cause. 

While  Mr.  Payne  and  his  wife 
were  at  dinner  in  the  parlour,  and 

the  girl  eating  her  dinner  in  one  of  Newgate  for  the  murder.  On  his 
the  boies,  Mrs.  Payne  heard  a  noise,  trial,  the  surgeon  deposed  that  the 
as  if  two  persons  were  struggling  ;  knife  fitted  the  wound  that  had  been 
and,  going  into  the  tap-room,  Cluff  made,  and  that  he  believed  the 
said,  <  Come  hither,  madam.'  On  woman  had  not  killed  herself ;  but 
th'is  she  advanced,  and  saw  the  pri«    the  jury  acquitted  the  prisoner,  from 
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what  they  deemed  insufficiency  of 
ciidencc. 

The  discharge  of  the  accused 
party  would  now  have  followed  of 
course;  but  VVilliain  Grern,  the 
brother  and  heir  of  the  deceased, 
ioimcdiatvly  lodged  an  appeal ;  in 
consequence  of  which  CutT  was 
brought  to  trial  at  the  next  sessions 
but  one,  when  his  case  was  argued 
with  the  utmost  ingenuity  by  the 
counsel  for  and  against  him ;  but 
this  second  jury  found  him  guilty, 
and  he  was  sentencecl  to  die. 

After  conviction  his  behaviour 
was  the  most  devout  and  resigned 
that  could  bo  imagined  :  he  excr- 
cised  himself  in  every  act  of  dcYO- 
tiou,  but  solemnly  declared  his  per* 
feet  innocence  with  resfiect  to  the 
murder. 

Ue  was  visited  by  his  friends,  who 
caniestly  entreated  him  to  make  a 
sincere  confession,  especially  as,  in 
his  case, it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
king  himself  to  grant  a  pardon.  In 
answer  hereto,  he  freely  confessed 
all  his  other  crimes ;  but,  saying  he 
would  not  rush  into  eternity  with  a 
lie  in  his  mouth,  again  steadily  de. 
nied  the  perpetration  of  the  crime 
of  which  he  had  been  convicted. 

The  clergyman  who  attended  him 
urged  him  to  Che  confesfrion  of  his 
guilt,  and  even  refused  to  adminis- 
ter the  sacrament  to  him,  on  the 
morning  of  his  execution,  on  any 
other  terms  than  those  of  acknow. 
iedging  his  crime :  but  nothing  could 
shake  his  resolution  ;  he  still  steadi. 
ly  persisted  in  his  innocence. 

On  his  way  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion, he  desired  to  stop  at  the  door 
of  his  late  master;  which  being 
granted,  he  called  for  a  pint  of  wine, 
and,  having  drank  a  glass  of  it,  ad- 
dressed Mr.  Payne  in  the  following 
terms: 

^  Sir,  you  are  not  insensible  that 
1  am  going  to  suffer  an  iguomioioua 
dcaih  for  a  crime  of  which  1  de» 


dare  I  am  not  guilty.  As  I  am  to 
ap|iear  before  my  J  udge  iu  a  few 
moments,  to  answer  for  all  my  past 
sins,  I  hope  you  and  my  good  mil* 
tress  will  pray  for  my  poor  soul. 
God  bless  you,  and  all  your  family. 

At  the  place  of  execution  he  be. 
ha? ed'in  the  most  composed,  devout, 
and  resigned  manner;  and  seemed 
to  possess  his  mind  in  the  conscious- 
ness of  innocence.  There  was  a 
great  concourse  of  spectators  to  wit* 
ness  his  fatal  end ;  to  whom  be 
spoke  in  the  following  manner: 
*'  Good  people,  1  am  going  to  die  for 
a  fact  I  never  committed  ;  I  wiih  all 
mankind  well ;  and,  as  I  have  prayed 
for  my  prosecutors,  1  ho|ie  ay  siat 
will  be  forgiven  through  the  merita 
of  my  eycr-blessed  Redeemer.  I 
beg  you  to  pray  for  my  departing 
soul ;  and,  as  lu  the  fact  1  now  dfe 
for,  I  wish  i  vtas  as  free  from  all 
other  sifis.' 

Ue  was  hanged  at  Tyburn  on  the 
35th  of  July,  1729,  exhibituif  oa 
signs  of  fear  to  his  last  momeot. 

The  case  of  this  man  is  wtrj  ex- 
traordinary. The  evidence  against 
him  was  at  best  but  drcumstaatial, 
and  this  not  supported  with  iuch 
strong  corroborative  proofs  u  have 
occasioned  conviction  in  many  other 
instances.  No  person  was  witneu 
to  his  commission  of  the  murder, 
nor  was  there  any  absolute  proof 
that  he  did  commit  it ;  and  from  the 
steady  |)erseverauce  with  which  he 
denied  it,  under  the  most  awful  dr. 
cumsunces,  and  at  the  very  con- 
cluding scene  of  his  life,  chari^ 
would  tempt  one  to  believe  that  he 
was  innocent. 

Ought  not  this  case  to  aibfd  a 
lesson  of  caution  to  juries  how  thcj 
convict  on drcnmstantial  evidence? 
Is  it  not  better  that  the  guilty 
should  escape  than  the  innocent  be 
punished  ?  All  the  decrees  of  mer« 
tals  are  liable  to  error;  but  the  time 
will  come  when  »11  D)'>sts  shall  be 


i ' 
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cleired  rram  aur  tight,  and  we  ihall  which,  at  pnxont,  so  much  exceeds 

witn«M  to  the  « iiiloat  uf  thoM  lawi  our  finite  com  pre  hen  lion. 

itf  I'niTklena!  which   an  now  in-  In  the  Dican  time   we  ought  to 

tcrutahte   te   murUl   eye*.      Then  adore  that  goodnen  we  cannot  com. 

■halt  wa  ace  that  what  appeared  in-  prehend,  and    rot    tatiified    with 

ea|dicablo  to  ui  wu  dirinely  right;  thoM  diipenialioni  which  are  etmw 

and  Icaco  to   admire  that  witdom  oatlj' and  iramulablj  jait. 


JOHN  E 

KXECUTEO  POH  ii: 

Wu  a  nitlvc  of  Hitchin,  in 
IlerlfoidUtre,  and  had  been  well 
cdacated,  Uihlher  pouctiing  300/. 
per  annna.  He  wai  apprenticed 
teaMlemu;  bat,  running  awaj 
tnm  hii  Butcr,  he  eotered  into  the 
"■y,  ind  lerfcd  in  fUndert,  where 
he  belated  M  well  that  hewai  pro- 
"wted  to  the  rank  of  tergeanL  On 
[*<  retwB  of  hii  regiment  to  Eng. 
'"A  be  pnTchawd  hu  diichargc, 
"^  repairing  to  London,  bought 
tM  ptece  of  an  officer  in  White, 
cupel  Coirt,b  which  be  continued 


VERETT, 

tUWAY  HUB  BE  BY, 

about Kren yean ;  but, hiving giren 
liberty  to  name  perton*  whom  he 
had  arrusted,  one  Charleiworth,  a 
■olicitor  of  that  Court,  canwd  him 
to  be  dbchargcd,  and  then  lued  him 
for  the  amount  of  the  debta  of  the 
parlietwhum  hit  inconsiderate  good 
nature  had  liberated.  To  evade 
ioi prison m en t,  Erereit  enliited  in 
Lord  Albmnarlc'tcompjiiy  offooU 
guardi;  ancljiaon  after  hit  again  cu- 
gaginginlhuarmy,  hu  fell  into  conu 
pauy  with  Kichard  Bird,  with  whom 
he  had  been  formerly  uciiuainted. 
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Tbb  Bird  hinliad  that  great  ad- 
vantages  might  be  acquired  in  a 
particular  waj,  if  Everett  coald  be 
tnuted  ;  and  the  latter,  anxiooi  to 
know  what  the  plan  was,  learnt 
that  it  was  to  go  on  the  road ;  om 
which  an  agreement  was  immedi* 
atelj  concluded.  Hereupon  they 
set  out  on  their  eipedition,  and 
robbed  sereral  stages  in  the  conn- 
ties  adjaeent  to  London,  from  which 
thej  obtained  considerable  bootj 
in  jewels,  monej,  and  valnable 
effeels.  Thus  successful  in  their 
first  eiploits,  they  went  to  Houn. 
slow  Peath,  where  they  stopped 
two  viitttary  ofiieefs,  who  were  at- 
teaiti  by  servants  armed  with 
blMiAeriHMses ;  bat  they  obliged 
thsei  to  sidmiit,  and  robbed  t&m 
of  ftdr  money  and  watches :  the 
wigtehii  were  afterwards  Icfl^  ac 
certBeg  to  agreement,  at  a  eofte. 
howe  near  Cherii^  Cro«,  and  tke 
tUeves  reoaivad  twenty  gnineas  for 
raitoriag  them.  Soon  after  Ibey 
slopped  a  gentleman  in  an  open 
chidse,  near  Epson.  The  gentle, 
man  drew  bis  sword,  and  made 
several  posses  at  them ;  yet  they 
robbed  htm  «f  kis  waidh,  two  gni- 
neas,  his  sword,  and  some  writfngs; 
but  they  returned  the  writings  at 
the  earnest  request  of  the  injured 
party.  They  also  made  a  practice 
of  robbing  the  butchers  and  higglers 
on  Epping  Forest,  on  their  way  to 
fxindon.  One  of  these  robberies 
was  singular: — Meeting  with  an  old 
woman,  a  higgler,  they  searched 
the  lining  of  a  high.crowned  hat, 
which  she  said  had  bren  her  mo. 
ther's,  in  which  they  found  about 
three  pounds ;  but  returned  her  hat. 
Soon  after  this  they  stopped  a  coach 
on  Hounslow  Heath,  in  which  were 
two  Quakers^  who,  calling  them  sons 
of  violence  J  jumped  out  of  the  coach 
to  oppose  them ;  but  their  fellow, 
travellers  making  no  resistance,  and 
^^gging  them   to  submit,  all  the 


parties  were  robbed  of  their  money. 
Everett,  observing  that  one  of  the 
Quakers  wore  a  remarkably  goed 
wig,  snatched  it  from  hu  heaid,  and 
gave  him  in  return  an  old  bhick  tie^ 
which  he  had  purchased  for  half  a 
crown  of  a  Chelsea  pensioner.  Thb 
sudden  metamorphosis  caused  great 
mirth  among  the  company  in  the 
coach.  About  ten  days  after  thii 
he  an4  his  companion  walked  to 
Hillingdon  Common,  where,  seeing 
two  gentlemen  on  horseback,  Eve- 
rett stopped  the  foremost,  and  Bird 
the  other,  and  robbed  them  of  up. 
wards  of  thne  gnineu  and  their 
gold  watches;  ibey  then  cnt  the 
girths  of  the  saddles,  and  secared  the 
bridles,  to  piwseat  a  pursuit  They 
now  hastened  ftn  Biontford,  where, 
understanding  that  they  were  fol- 
lowed, they  got  into  the  ferry  to 
cross  the  Thunes ;  and  when  they 
were  three  parts  over,  so  that  the 
liver  was  fordsMe,  they  gftve  the 
ierryoMn  tan  shillings,  and  obliged 
them  to  throw  their  osrs  into  the 
river.  Thqr  then  jnnped  over* 
boasdy  «id  got  on  shore,  while  the 
spectators  thought  it  was  only  a 
draakea  frolic,  and  the  robbers  got 
sale  to  London.  Some  time  after 
this  Everett  was  convicted  of  an 
attempt  to  commit  a  robbery  on  the 
highway,  for  which  he  was  sen. 
tenced  to  three  years'  imprisonment 
in  New  Prison,  Clcrkenwell.  Af- 
ter some  time  he  was  employ«l  to 
act  here  as  turnkey ;  and  his  con- 
duct meeting  with  approbation,  he 
remained  in  that  station  after  the 
term  of  his  imprisonment  was  ci- 
pired;  but  the  keeper  dying,  he 
took  a  public  house  in  Tummill 
Street.  He  had  not  been  long  in 
this  station  when  the  new  keeper 
who  had  been  appointed  frequently 
called  on  him,  and  made  him  advan- 
tageous offers,  on  the  condition  of 
his  resuming  the  office  of  turnkey* 
This  he  did ;  but,  when  Everett  had 
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perfSectlj  imtractod  him  in  the 
nagraieot  of  the  prison,  he  ditoiitfed 
him,  without  anigning  any  reason 
for   rach   vngeneroi^i  conduot.—- 
Ef erett  being  now  gret^l jr  in  debt^ 
and  conteqaeotljr  obliged  to  remoTO 
withia  the  rulei  of  the  Fleet  prison, 
took  a  pablic  hoase  in  the  Old  Bai* 
lej ;  after  which  he  took  the  Cock 
alahoase,  in  the  same  street,  which 
he  kept  three  years  with  reputation* 
when  the  Warden  of  the  Fleet  per. 
seeded  him  to  keep  the  tap-house 
of  the  said  prison.     While  in  this 
station  he  was  charged  with  being 
oonoemed  with  the  keeper  in  some 
nal*practices,  for  which  the  House 
of  Cosumons  ordered  him  to  be  con- 
fined in  Newgate ;  but  he  obtained 
his  liberty  at  the  end  of  the  session, 
as  no  bUl  had  been  found  against 
him.     During  his  confinement  his 
brewer  aeind  his  stock  of  beer,  to 
the  amount  of  SOOL  which  reduced 
him  to  drcamstances  of  great  dis- 
tress; but  he  eten  now  retolred  on 
a  life  of  industry,  if  he  could  have 
got  employment;  yet  his  character 
was  saoh  that  no  person  would  en« 
gage  him.   Thus  perplexed,  be  once 
more  equipped  himself  for  the  high, 
way,  wilh  a  fiew^  as  he  solemnly 
dedared  after  sentence  of  death,  to 
raise  only  fifty  powids,  as  his  brewer 
would  ha?e  giten  hhn  credit  if  he 
could  have  possessed  himself  of  that 
sum.    Harhig  stopped  a  coach  on 
the  flaffl|is(ead  road,  in  which  were 
a  lady,  iier  daughter,  and  a  child 
About  fife  years  old,  the  child  was 
so  terrified  at  his  pcesenting  a  pis- 
tol, ihat  he  withdrew  it  at  the  re. 
quest  of  the  lady,  who  gaye  him  « 
guinea  and  sonw  silver ;  and  though 
he  ohasTfed  she  had  %  watch  and 
some  goU  rings,  &c  he  did  not  de- 
■und  them.    Some  company  riding 
ap,  he  was  followed  to  the  end  of 
Leather  Lane,  where  he  evaded  the 
pursuit    by   turning  into   Hatton 
Garden,  and  going  into  the  Globe 


taTom.    Here  he  called  for  wine, 
and,  while  he  was  drinking,  he  saw 
his  pursuers  pass ;  on  which  he  paid 
his  reckoning,  smd  slipped  into  a 
puUio  house  in  Holborn,  where  he 
again  saw  them  pass.    Thinking 
himself  safe,  he  remained  here  a  oon* 
siderable  time*     When  he  thought 
the  pursuit  was  oTor,  he  called  a 
coach  at  the  end  of  Brook  Street, 
and,  driving  to  Honey  LaaeMarkeC 
purchased'  a  duck  for  liis  supper, 
and  a  turkey  for  his  Christmas  din- 
ner :  he  then  went  to  his  lodging  in 
Newgate  Market.    On  the  follow, 
ing  day  one  Wbitaker  (called  <  the 
boxing  drover')  circulated  a  report 
that  Everett  had  committed  a  high* 
way  robbery ;  on  which  the  latter 
loaded  a  brace  of  pistols,  and  Towed 
he  would  be  revenged.    He  went  to 
Islington  in  search  of  Wbitaker,  and 
Tisited  several  public  houees  whioh 
heusedtofreqnent;  but*  not  meeting 
with  him,  the  crime  <of  murder  ww 
happily  prevented.  A  woman  in  the 
neighboutfhood  of  Newgate  Market 
having  buried  her  husbsuai,  who  had 
left  her  enough  to  iupplMt  herself 
and  children  with  decency,  Everett 
repeatedly  Tinted  the  widow,  was 
received  with  too  great  marks  of 
esteem,  and  assisted  her  in  the  dimi- 
pation  of  that  money  which  should 
have  provided  for  her  family.    The 
widow's  son,  jealous  of  this  con. 
nezion,  remonstrated  with  his  mo- 
ther  on  the  impropriety  of  her  coti. 
duct,  and  told  her  it  would  end  In 
her  ruin.    This  made  Ev«rett  and 
her  moce  caations  in  their  meetings ; 
but  the  son  watohed  them  with  the 
utmost  d^ree  of  Tigllaoce  and  cir- 
cumspection.    Having  one  eTCoing 
observed  them  go  into  a  tavern,  he 
provided  himself  with  a  large  and 
slwrp  knife,  and,  entering  the  room 
where  they  were  sitting,  swore  be 
would  stab  Everett  to  the  heart; 
but  the  latter,  by  superiority  of 
strength)  disarmed  him.  The  young 
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TMi  BLnl  hinM  that 
vantages  miglii    be  ncqu 
pAiticuUr  way,  if  Ktcrcti 
truKled  ;  anil  Ihr  kiter,  t 
know   what   fhv  plan  wi 
that  it  WM  lo  go  <iti  the  I 
which  a  Ik  K^rcumcnt  wit 
■tely  conclmkd,     llrraii| 
Ht   uul  on    their  cxpedili 
robbtA  mvomI  «Ug«*  Id  II 
tin utjaCdit  to  l.nnilnn,  frf 
thoy  oUUincd    cotit(iilcr«b< 
In    jewels,    mnncy,   and 
cffecto.     'llins   mcawsrat   • 
6rrt  csplo'ti,  (hey  went  ts 
■low   Ilealh,   where   thc^   : 
Iws  military  (itBccn,  wlw  « 
toadcd   by    servuti    BrmMl 
bJMidorbuiica ;    but    t\itj   < 
thew  lu  tubmit,  »ai  robbe 
of  ttiejr  niouey  and  waUlii 
waic^ca  were  afteroudt  ki 
c«nli*)g  (u  icri-eniunl,  al  « 
hflil«i-  ncdr  ChuUii;  CtOM,  ■ 
tkievca  icoeitud  Iwi^oty  K"'" 
TMlotiof;  (li<nv-     Souii    afu 
■to|>ped   a  gnndumnn   in  ai. 
chaiiu,  near  KpMxn.     The 
mail   drew   hii   swnrd,    nni 
srTcrat   pu«es  at   ihcm  ;   f 
robbed  hiai  al  hh  valeii,  I 
acat,  hUiwcird,  andvoioov 
bnt  (hey  rrturncd  tll«  or 
tbo  eanieit  tmiumI  of  tb' 
parly.     They  alto  mado* 
of  robbing  the  bulchcn  Alt 
on  K|)ping  l''ore>t,  on  (h< 
l,(m<Ion.     One  of  IImii* 
WB»  singular  :—M«j«ng  i 
woman,   a  hlgKlor,   the' 
tbc  tining  of  a  high.cr. 
which  she  aalil  had  bf- 
thfr's,  In  whicii  tliey  i 
(hrevponnda;  hutrelui 
tfoonnftiT  tliittht^yito 
on  Houmlow  Hmth,  l 
two  Qunbcn,  who,  caH 
ofvfolenn;  jumped  m 
I"  oppflsG  Ihtm  ;  but 
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lOrd   Kcujier 
Iglanil. 

him  to  be 

invaliiibli 


JOHN  O.VEBV,  ESQ. 

[toailERER.       (A    HIE.ITAKY  OFFICER.)    ' 

applicable,     Mr.  Oaoby,  in  coiiteqacnce  of  hU 
ration,  was    Bcrficos ;    but    on     the    poaco     of 
Beer  of  the     Utrecht  ho  returned   to   Gngluid, 
fci;i  ofanemincnt    and  troi  reduced  to  hftlf-pAf , 

1  Leicentcc         Etcpairtng    to    London,  he    fre. 

n  education    quented  the  gamlng.hciutw,  knd  be- 

kygbt  him  not    came  lo  complete  a  gambler,  that 

hi»  rountry.     he  commonly  carried  card*  and  dice 

n  for  his  own     in  his  pockeln.     llaTing  Tallcn  into 

Land  procured     company  with  some  gentlemen  at  a 

.   of    cofftc-house    in    CoTent    Garden, 

Lhari   Wright,     they  all   adjaumnl  to    the  Caatle 

Tatem,  in  Urury  Lane,  where  they 

went  to  cards. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  one  of  the  com. 
panj,  having  declined  playing,  Mr. 
Rich  aiked  if  any    one  would  bet 
him  three  half-crowni.      The  bet 
^^1  lioneiir,     was    apparL-nlly  accepted    by  Wi|. 

^H^      lime,  ill  1:1.     liam   Guwer,  £sq.  who  in  ridicule 
2K    ';   but,  fail.     laid  down  three  halfpence. 
^^fc    riotiiinin  tbis        On   this    Major    Oncby    abused 
M^    lission  in  Ihc    Gower,  and  threw  a  bottle  at  hiin  ; 
^^^  and,  in  return,  Goh  cr  threw  a  g1ai> 

h^  he  Duke  of  at  (ho  other.  Swords  were  imroc. 
inpaigns  diateir  drawn  on  both  lidcs  ;  but, 
>' promoted  in  Mr.  Rich  intcrpoaiag,  the  parties 
d  of  hia  mill-  were  apparer.tlj  reconciled,  and  sat 
Icr  qiiar-  down  to  their  former  diTenion. 
:  of  one  of  Goner  seemed  inclined  to  com- 
1  quarrel  promise  the  affair,  though  the  major 
which  occa-  bad  been  tlic  aggressor.  In  answer 
■  Oncby,  hating  to  this  Oneby  said  ho  '  would  hare 
I  brought  to  his  bluod  ;*  and  laid  to' Mr.  Haw> 
^martial,  which  kins  that  the  mischief  had  been  oc- 
casioned by  him.  Hawkins  replied, 
'  hn  was  ready  to  answer,  if  be  had 
any  thing  toiay  :'  to  which  Oneby 
,  and,  during  said,  '  I  hare  another  chap  Grat.' 
prt  Royal,  fought  Mr,  Hawkins  left  the  company 
|i brother  ofliccr,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning; 
o  dangerous  soon  after  which  Mr.  Oneby  arose, 
»pired  after  an  and  said  io  Gower,  '  Hark  ye« 
ilnonlhi;  but,aaho  young  genlleman,  a  word  with 
ydie,  no  farthe.-  no.  you  i'  on  which  they  retired  to  an. 
of  the  affair.  other  room,  and  shut  the  door.   A 

major  in  a  regiment     clashing  of  swords  being  heard  bj 
d  been  conferred  on     the  company,  the  waller  broke  open 
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calculated  to  prejudice  him  in  the 
opinion  of  his  emplojers :  bat,  con- 
fcions  of  the  uprightness  of  bis  in- 
tentions, he  did  not  reply  in  anger, 
onlj  sajing  that  there  was  a  steward 
on  board,  who  had  the  care  of  the 
proTisions,  and  that  all  reasonable 
complaints  should  be  redressed :  on 
which  the  seamen  retired  with  ap- 
parent satisfaction. 

The  wind  being  fair,  the  eaptato 
directed  his  men  to  weigh  anchor  as 
soon  as  the  merchants  had  quitted 
the  Tesfel.  It  was  obserred  that 
PatersoD)  one  of  the  complainants, 
was  Tery  dilatory  in  executing  his 
orders;  on  which  the  capUun  de« 
manded  why  he  did  not  exert  him- 
self to  unfurl  the  sails ;  to  which  ho 
made  no  direct  answer,  but  was 
heard  to  matter,  ^  As  we  cat,  so 
shall  we  work/  The  captain  heard 
this,  but  took  no  notice  of  it,  as  be 
was  unwilling  to  proceed  to  extrc- 
mltiei. 

The  ship  had  no  sooner  sailed 
than  the  captain  considennl  his  si. 
tuation  as  dangerous,  on  reflecting 
that  his  conduct  had  been  com- 
plained  of,  and  his  orders  disobeyed. 
Hereupon  he  consulted  the  mate, 
and  they  agreed  to  deposit  a  num. 
ber  of  sroalUarms  in  the  cabin,  in 
order  to  defend  themselves  in  case 
of  an  attack.  This  precaution 
might  have  been  extremely  salutary, 
but  that  they  spoke  so  loud  as  to 
be  overheard  by  two  of  the  conspi- 
rators, who  were  on  the  quarter, 
deck. 

The  captain  likewise  directed  the 
mate  to  order  Gow,  who  was  second 
mate  and  gunner,  to  clean  the  arms; 
a  circumstance  that  must  plainly  in- 
sinuate to  the  latter  that  the  conspi. 
racy  was  at  least  suspected. 

Those  who  had   overheard  the 

conversation  between  the  captain 

^d  mate  copimunicated  the  sub- 

sfiutee  of  it  to  Gow  and  the  other 

^'fspimtorSf    who  thereupon   re- 


solved to  carry  their  plan  into  in. 
mediate  execution.  Gow,  who  had 
previously  intended  to  turn  pirate, 
thought  the  present  an  admirable 
opportunity,  as  there  were  several 
chests  of  money  on  board  the  ship : 
wherefore  he  proposed  to  hit  com- 
panions that  they  should  immedi- 
ately embark  in  the  enterprise ;  and 
they  determined  to  murder  the  cap- 
tain.' and  seize  the  ship. 

Half  of  the  ship's  company  were 
r«^ularly  called  to  prayeis  in  the 
great  cabin  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  while  the  other  half  were 
doing  duty  on  deck;  and,  after 
service,  those  who  had  been  in  the 
cabin  went  to  rest  in  their  ham- 
mocks.  The  contrivance  wii,  to 
execute  the  plot  at  this  juncture. 
Two  of  the  conspirators  only  re*, 
malncd  on  duty,  the  rest  bdog 
among  those  who  retired  to  their 
hammocks. 

Between  nine  and  ten  at  night  a 
kind  of  watchword  was  given,  which 
was,  *  Who  fires  first?'  On  this 
some  of  the  conspirators  left  their 
hammocks,  and,  going  to  the  cabins 
of  the  surgeon,  chief  mate,  and  su- 
percargo, they  cut  their  throats 
while  they  were  asleep. 

The  surgeon,  finding  himself  vlo- 
lently  wounded,  quitted  his  bed, 
and  soon  afterwards  dropped  on  the 
floor,  and  expired.  The  mate  and 
supercargo  held  their  hands  on  their 
throats,  and,  going  on  the  qaartcr- 
deck,  solicited  a  momentary  res- 
pite, to  recommend  their  sools  to 
Heaven  :  but  even  this  favoar  was 
denied  ;  for  the  villains,  who  found 
their  knives  had  failed  to  destroy 
them,  dispatched  them'with  pistols. 

The  captain,  hearing  a  noi^^ 
demanded  the  occasion  of  it  The 
boatswain  replied  that  he  did  not 
know ;  but  was  apprehensive  that 
some  of  the  men  had  either  fallen, 
or  been  thrown,  overboard.  The 
captain  Yieten^pofii  ^itnt  to  look  oftt 
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the  ship's  sido,  on  which  two  €ii  the 
ninrderers  followed,  and  tried  to 
throw  him  into  the  sea;  but  he 
disengaged  himself,  and  turned 
•liout  to  take  a  view  of  them; 
when  one  of  them  cut  his  throat, 
but  not  so  as  to  kill  him.  He  now 
solicited  mercy;  but,  instead  of 
p^ranUng  it,  the  other  stabbed  him 
in  the  back  with  a  dagger,  and 
would  have  repeated  his  blonr,  bot 
he  had  struck  with  such  force  that 
he  could  not  draw  back  tlio  weapon. 

At  thn  instant  Gow,  who  had 
been  assisting  in  the  murders  be- 
tween the  decks,  came  on  the  quar. 
ter-deck,  and  fired  a  brace  of  balls 
into  the  captain's  body,  which  put 
a  period  to  his  life. 

The  execrable  villains  concerned 
In  this  tragical  affair  having  thrown 
all  the  dead  bodies  overboard,  Gow 
was  unanimously  appointed  to  the 
command  of  thp  ship. 

Those  of  the  sailors  who  had  not 
been  engaged  in  the  conspiracy 
secreted  themselves,  some  in  the 
shronds,  some  under  the  stores,  in 
dreadful  apprehension  of  sharing 
the  fate  of  the  captain  and  their 
murdered  companions. 

Gow  now  assembled  his  asso- 
ciates on  the  quarter-deck ;  and, 
appointing  them  their  different  sta- 
tiofis  on  board,  it  was  agreed  to 
commence  pirates.  The  new  cap- 
tain now  directed  that  the  men  who 
had  concealed  themselves  should  be 
infdrmed  that  no  danger  would  hap* 
pen  to  them  if  they  did  not  inter- 
fere to  oppose  the  new  goremment 
el  the  ship,  but  kept  such  stations 
IS  were  assigned  them. 

The  men,  whose  fears  had  taught 
tittm  to  expect  immediate  death, 
were  glad  to  comply  with  these 
ttrms ;  but  the  pirates,  to  enforce 
obedience  to  their  orders,  appointed 
two  conspirators  to  attend  with 
drawn  cutlasses,  to  awe  them,  if 
aeoessary,  into 


Gow  and  his  companions  now 
divided  the  most  valuable  effects  in 
the  cabin ;  and  then,  ordering  liquor 
to  be  brought  on  the  quarter-deck, 
they  consumed  the  night  in  drink- 
ing, while  those  imconneclod  in  the 
conspiracy  had  the  care  of  working 
the  ship. 

The  ship's  crew  originally  con. 
sisted  of  twenty.four  men,  of  whom 
four  had  been  murdered,  and  eight 
were  conspirators;  and,  before 
morning,  four  of  the  other  twelve 
having  approved  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  pirates,  there  were  only  eight 
remaining  in  any  kind  of  opposition 
to  the  usurped  authority. 

On  the  following  day  the  new 
captain  summoned  these  eight  to 
attend  him,  and,  telling  them  he 
was  determined  to  go  on  a  cruising 
voyage,  said  that  they  should  be 
well  treated  if  they  were  disposed 
to  act  in  concert  with  the  rest  of 
the  crew.  He  observed  that  every 
roan  should  fare  in  the  same  manner, 
and  that  good  order  and  discipline 
was  all  that  would  be  required.  He 
said  further  that  the  late  captain's 
inhumanity  had  produced  the  con- 
sequences which  had  happened : 
that  those  who  had  not  been  con- 
cerned in  the  conspiracy  had  no 
reason  to  fear  any  ill  resulting  from 
it :  that  they  had  only  to  discharge 
their  duty  as  seamen,  and  every 
man  should  be  rewarded  according 
to  his  merit. 

To  this  address  these  unfortunate 
honest  men  made  no  kind  of  reply ; 
and  Gow  interpreted  their  silence 
into  an  assent  to  measures  which  it 
was  not  in  their  power  to  oppose. 
After  this  declaration  of  the  will  of 
the  new  captain  they  were  per. 
mitted  to  range  the  ship  at  pleasure; 
but,  as  some  of  them  appeared  to  act 
very  reluctantly,  a  strict  eye  was 
kept  on  their  conduct;  for,  goitt 
being  ever  suspicious,  the  pirates 
were  greatly  apprehensive  of  being 
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brooght  io  justice  by  means  of  some 
of  these  men. 

An  individual  named  WiRiams 
noir  acted  as  lieutenant  of  the  ves* 
scl ;  and,  being  distinguished  bj  the 
ferocity  of  his  nature,  be  had  an 
opportunity  of  exerting  it  by  beat- 
ing these  unhappy  fellows  ;  a  pri- 
▼tlege  he  did  not  fail  to  exercise  with 
a  degree  of  severity  that  must  ren- 
der his  memory  detestable. 

The  ship  thus  seized  had  been 
called  the  George  Galley,  but  the 
pirates  gave  her  the  name  of  the 
Revenge ;  and,  having  mounted  se- 
veral guns,  they  steered  towards 
Spain  and  Portugal,  in  expectation 
of  making  a  capture  of  wine,  of 
which  article  they  were  greatly  de- 
ficient. 

They  soon  made  prize  of  an  Eng. 
Hsh  vessel  laden  with  fish,  bound 
from  Newfoundland  to  Cadiz;  but, 
having  no  use  for  the  cargo,  they 
took  out  (he  captain  and  four  men, 
who  navigated  the  ship,  which  they 
sunk. 

Ooe  of  the  seamen  whom  they 
took  out  of  the  captured  vessel  was 
named  James  Belvin;  a  man  ad- 
mirably calculated  for  their  pur- 
pose,  as  he  was  by  nature  cruel, 
and  by  practice  hardened  in  that 
cruelty.  He  said  to  Gow  that  he 
was  willing  to  enter  into  all  his 
schemes,  for  he  had  been  accus. 
tomed  to  the  commission  of  acts  of 
barbarity.  This  man  was  thought  a 
valuable  acqubition  to  the  crew,  as 
several  of  the  others  appeared  to 
act  from  motives  of  fear  rather  than 
of  inclination. 

The  next  vessel  taken  by  the  pi- 
rates  was  a  Scotch  ship  bound  to 
Italy  with  pickled  herrings;  but  this 
cargo,  like  the  former,  being  of  no 
use  to  them,  they  sunk  the  vessel, 
having  first  taken  out  the  men, 
arms,  ammunition,  and  stores. 

After  cruising  eight  or  ten  days, 
ihejr  sMw  a  weasel  about  the  size  of 


their  own,  to  which  thej  gavechast. 
She  hoisted  French  colours,  and 
crowded  all  her  sail  in  order  to  get 
clear  of  them ;  and,  after  a  chase  of 
three  days  and  nights,  thoy  lost  her 
in  a  fog. 

:  Being  distressed  for  water,  they 
DOW  steered  towards  the  Ma- 
deira Islands,  of  which  they  came 
in  sight  in  two  days;  but,  not 
thinking  it  prudent  to  enter  the 
harbour*  they  steered  off  and  on 
for  several  days,  in  the  hope  of 
making  prize  of  some  Portuguese 
or  Spanish  vessel;  but  these  ex- 
pectations were  frustrated. 

Their  distress  increasing,  they 
stood  in  for  the  harbour,  and 
brought  the  ship  to  an  anchor,  but 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
shore.  This  being  done,  they  seat 
seven  men,  well  armed,  in  a  boat, 
with  instructions  io  board  a  ship, 
cut  her  cables,  and  bring  her  oiT; 
but,  if  they  failed  in  this,  they  were 
to  attempt  to  make  prize  of  wine 
and  water,  conveying  them  in  the 
boat  to  the  ship.  Both  these  schemes 
were,  however,  frustrated,  since  it 
was  easily  known,  from  the  dis- 
tance they  lay  at,  that  they  were 
pirates. 

When  they  had  cruised  off  for 
some  days  they  found  themselves  in 
such  distress  that  it  became  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  seek  immediate 
relief;  on  which  tliey  sailed  to  Port 
Santa,  a  Portuguese  settlement,  at 
the  distance  of  about  ten  leagoes. 

On  their  arrival  off  this  pUce 
they  sent  their  boat  on  shore,  with 
a  present  of  salmon  and  herrings 
for  the  governor,  and  the  name  of 
a  port  to  whic^  they  pretended  to 
be  bound.  The  persons  sent  oa 
shore  were  civilly  treated  by  the 
governor,  who  accompanied  some 
of  his  friends  on  board  the  ship* 
Gow  and  his  associates  received  the 
governor  very  politely,  and  enter- 
tained him  and  his  company  in  the 
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most  hospitable  manner;  but  the 
boat  belonging  to  the  pirates  not 
coming  on  board  with  some  pro? i- 
sions  they  had  expected,  and  the 
gOTernor  and  his  attendants  pre- 
paring to  depart,  6ow  and  his 
people  threatened  to  take  away 
their  liTes  unless  they  instantly 
furnished  them  with  what  (hey  re- 
quired. 

The  surprise  of  the  Portuguese 
gOTernor  and  his  friends  on  this  oc« 
casion  is  not  to  be  expressed.  They 
dreaded  instant  death,  and,  with 
CTery  sign  of  extreme  fear,  solicited 
that  their  lives  might  be  spared. 
Gow  being  peremptory  in  his  de- 
mands, the  governor  sent  a  boat  re> 
peatedly  ashore,  till  the  pirates  were 
furnished  with  such  articles  as  they 
wanted. 

This  business  being  ended,  the 
Portuguese  were  permitted  to  de- 
part, and  the  pirates  determined  to 
steer  towards  the  coast  of  Spain, 
where  they  soon  arrited.  After 
cruising  a  few  days  off  Cape  St. 
Vincent,  they  fell  in  with  an  English 
vessel  bound  from  the  coast  of  Gui- 
nea to  America  uith  slaves,  but 
which  had  been  obliged  to  put  into 
the  port  of  Lisbon.  Now  although 
it  was  of  no  use  for  them  to  make 
captore  of  such  a  ressel,  yet  they 
did  take  it,  and,  again  putting  on 
board  the  captain  and  men,  but 
taking  out  all  the  provisions  and 
some  of  the  sails,  they  left  the  ship 
to  proceed  on  her  voyage. 

Falling  in  with  a  French  ship, 
laden  with  wine,  oil,  and  fruit, 
they  took  out  the  lading,  and  gave 
the  vessel  to  the  Scotch  captain,  in 
return  for  the  ship  which  they  had 
sank.  The  Scotchman  was  like, 
wise  presented  with  some  valuable 
articles,  and  permitted  to  take  his 
inen  to  sail  with  him  ;  all  of  whom 
dad  so,  except  one,  who  continued^ 
with  the  pirates  through  choice. 


About  the  same  time  they  ob^ 
served  another  French  ship  bearing 
down  towards  them,  pn  which  Gow 
ordered  his  people  to  lay  to;  but, 
observing  that  the  vessel  mounted 
two-and- thirty  guns,  and  seemed 
proportionably  full  of  men.  he  as. 
scrobled  his  people,  and  observed  to 
them  that  it  would  be  madness  to 
think  of  engaging  so  superior  a 
force. 

The  crew  in  general  were  of 
Gow's  opinion  ;  but  Williams,  the 
lieutenant,  said  Gow  was  ^  coward, 
and  unworthy  to  command  the 
vessel.  The  fact  is,  that  Gow  pos- 
sessed  somewhat  of  calm  courage, 
while  Williams's  impetuosity  was  of 
the  most  brutal  kind.  The  latter, 
after  behaving  in  a  rery  abusive 
manner,  demanded  that  the  former 
should  give  orders  for  6ghting  the 
vessel ;  but  Gow  refusing  to  com- 
ply, the  other  presented  his  pistol 
to  shoot  him ;  but  it  only  flashed 
in  the  pan. 

This  being  observed  by  two  of 
the  pirates,  named  Winter  and  Pa* 
(erson,  they  both  fired  at  Williams, 
when  one  of  them  wounded  him  in 
the  arm,  and  the  other  in  the  belly. 
He  dropped  as  soon  as  the  pieces 
were  discharged,  and  the  other 
seamen,  thinking  he  uas  dead,  were 
about  to  throw  him  overboard,  when 
he  suddenly  sprang  on  his  feet, 
jumped  into  the  hold,  and  swore  he 
would  set  fire  to  the  powder-room ; 
and,  as  his  pistol  was  yet  loaded, 
there  was  every  reason  to  think  he 
would  actually  have  done  so,  if  he 
had  not  been  instantly  seized,  and 
his  hands  chained  behind  him,  in 
which  condition  he  was  put  among 
the  French  prisoners,  who  wero 
terrified  at  the  sight  of  him  ;  forthe 
savage  ferocity  and  barbarity  of 
this  man*s  nature  are  not  to  be  de« 
scribed,  it  being  a  commoa  practice 
with  him  to  beat  the  prisoners  in 
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the  se? crest  manner,  for  his  dif  er- 
sion,  (m  he  called  it,)  and  then 
threaten  to  murder  them. 

No  engagement  happened  with 
the  French  ship,  which  held  on  her 
waj  ;  and  two  dajs  afterwards  the 
pirates  took  a  ship  belonging  to 
Bristol,  which  was  lailen  with  salt 
fish,  and  boond  from  Newfonnd. 
land  to  Oporto.  Having  taken 
out  the  provifions,  and  many  of 
the  stores,  thej  compelled  two  of 
the  crew  to  sail  with  them,  and  then 
put  the  French  prisoners  on  board 
the  newly-captured  vessel,  which 
was  jaston  the  point  of  sailing,  when 
they  began  to  reflect  in  what  man. 
ncr  that execrsfble  villain,  Williams, 
should  be  disposed  of. 

At  length  it  was  determined  to 
put  him  on  board  the  Bristol  ship, 
the  commander  of  which  was  desired 
to  turn  him  over  to  the  first  Eng- 
lish man  of  war  he  should  meet 
with,  that  he  might  eipcrience  the 
justice  due  to  his  crimes ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  to  keep  him  in  the  strict- 
est confinement. 

The  cruelty  of  Williams's  dispo- 
sition has  been  already  mentioned, 
and  the  following  is  a  most  striking 
instance  of  it : — Among  the  argu- 
ments used  by  Gow  against  engag. 
ing  the  French  ship,  one  was,  that 
they  had  already  more  prisoners 
than  they  had  proper  accomodation 
for,  on  which  Williams  proposed 
that  those  in  their  possession  might 
be  brought  up  singly,  their  throats 
cut,  and  their  bodies  thrown  over- 
board; but  Gow  said  there  had 
been  too  much  blood  spilled  already 
—this  being  too  horrid  a  proposal 
even  for  pirates  to  consent  to. 

The  fact  is  that  Williams  would 
have  been  hanged  at  the  yard-arm 
if  an  opportunity  had  not  offered  of 
putting  him  on  board  the  Bristol 
ship.  When  he  learnt  their  inten- 
tion respecting  him,   he  earnestly 


hosoQght  a  reconciliation  ;  bat  tMi 
being  refuseii  him,  and  he  brought 
on  deck  in  irons,  he  begged  to  be 
thrown  overboard,  as  ho  was  eer^ 
tain  of  an  ignominious  death  on  Ui 
arrival  in  England ;  but  even  tins 
poor  favour  was  denied  him,  and 
his  companions  only  wished  him  *  a 
good  ¥oyage  to  the  gallows.' 

When  the  captain  of  the  Bristol 
ship  reached  the  port  of  Lisbon  he 
delivered  his  prisoner  on  board  an 
English  man  of  war,  which  con- 
veyed him  to  England,  where  he 
had  afterwanls  the  fate  6f  being 
hanged  with  his  companions,  as  we 
shall  sec  in  the  sequel. 

As  soon  as  the  Bristol  ship  had 
left  them,  Gow  and  his  crew  began 
to  reflect  on  their  situation.  They 
were  apprehensive  that,  as  soon  as 
intelligence  of  their  proceedings 
reached  Portugal,  some  ships  would 
be  sent  in  pursuit  of  them.  Here, 
upon  they  called  a  kind  of  eouaeil, 
in  which  erery  one  gave  his  opinion, 
as  dictated  either  by  his  hopes  of 
profit  or  by  his  fears. 

Some  of  them  advised  going  io 
the  coast  of  Guinea,  others  to 
North  America,  and  others  again 
to  the  West  Indies;  but  Gow  pro- 
posed to  sail  to  the  Isles  of  Orkney, 
on  the  north  of  Scotland,  where, 
he  said,  they  might  dispose  of  their 
effects,  and  retire  and  live  on  the 
produce.  To  induce  his  people  to 
comply  with  this  proposal,  Gow  re- 
presented that  they  were  mach  in 
want  of  water,  and  protislons  of 
every  kind ;  that  their  danger 
would  be  great  if  they  continued 
longer  on  the  high  seas ;  and>  above 
all,  that  it  was  highly  necessary  for 
them  to  repair  their  ship,  which 
they  could  not  do  with  any  degree 
of  safety  in  a  southern  port. 

He  likewise  said  that,  if  any  ships 
should  be  dispatchetl  in  quest  of 
them,   they  would   not  think  of 
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/Searching  for  them  in  a  northern 
latitude,  so  that  their  voyage  that 
waj  would  be  safe ;  and,  if  they 
would  follow  hU  directions,  much 
booty  might  be  obtained  by  plun- 
<dering  the  houses  of  the  gentlemen 
residing  near  the  sea.coast.  The 
ilanger  of  alarming  the  country  was 
objected  to  these  proposals ;  but 
Gow  said  that  they  should  be  able 
to  clbpatch  all  their  business,  and 
sail  again,  before  such  an  event 
sould  happen. . 

Apparently  convinced  by  this 
reasoning,  they  steered  northward, 
and,  entering  a  bay  of  one  of  the 
Orkney  Islands,  Gow  assembled 
his  crew,  and  instructed  them  what 
tale  they  should  tell  to  the  country 
people,  to  prevent  suspicion :  and 
it  is  probable  that  they  might,  at 
least  for  the  present,  have  escaped 
detection,  if  his  instructions  had 
been  literally  obeyed. 

These  instructions  were,  to  say 
they  were  bound  from  Cadiz  to 
Stockholm ;  but  contrary  winds 
driving  them  past  the  Sound,  till  it 
was  filled  with  ice,  they  were  under 
the  necessity  of  putting  in  to  clean 
their  ship;  and  that  they  would 
pay  ready  money  for  such  articles 
as  they  stood  in  need  of. 

It  happened  that  a  smuggling 
vessel  lay  at  this  time  in  the  bay. 
It  belonged  to  the  Isle  of  Mao ; 
and,  being  laden  with  brandy  and 
wine  from  France,  had  come  ^orth. 
fi^foutj  to  steer  dear  of  the  Costom- 
house  cotters.  In  their  present 
silttatioo  Gow  thought  it  prudent 
to  exchange  goods  with  the  com- 
■Mder  of  the  vessel,  though  in 
any  other  he  would  hardly  have 
been  so  oeremonioos.  A  Swedish 
vessel  entering  the  bay  two  days 
afterwards,  Gow  likew4seexchang. 
ed  some  goods  with  the  captain. 

Now  it  was  that  the  fate  of  the 
pirates  seemed  to  be  approaching ; 
Un  such   of  the  men  as  had  been 


forced  into  the  service  began  to 
think  how  they  should  effect  their 
escape,  and  secure  themselves,  by 
becoming  evidence  against  their  dis- 
solute  companions. 

When  the  boat  went  ashore  one 
evening,  a  young  fellow,  who  had 
been  compelled  to  take  part  with 
the  pirates,  got  away  fr^m  the  rest 
of  the  boat's  crew,  and,  after  lying 
concealed  some  time  at  a  farm- 
house, hired  a  person  to  show  bios 
the  road  to  Kirkwall,  the  principal 
place  on  Che  islands,  about  twcAve 
miles  distant  from  the  bay  where 
their  ship  lay  at  anchor.  Here  he 
applied  to  a  magistrate,  said  he  had 
been  forced  into  their  service,  and 
begged  that  he  might  be  entitled  to 
the  protection  of  the  law,  as  the 
fear  of  death  alone  had  indnced 
him  to  be  connected  with  the 
pirates. 

Having  given  information  of 
what  he  knew  of  their  irregular 
proceedings,  the  sheriff  issued,  his 
precepts  to  the  constables  and  other 
peace-oEcefs  to  call  in  the  aid  of 
the  people,  to  assist  in  briiiging  such 
villains  to  justice. 

About  this  juncture  ten  oiher 
of  Gow's  sailors,  who  had  taken  aft 
involuntary  part  with  the  pirates, 
seized  the  long  boat,  aiid,  having 
made  the  main  land  of  Scotland, 
coasted  the  country  till  they  arrived 
at  Edinburgh,  where  they  were  im- 
prisoned on  suspicion  of  being 
pirates. 

Notwithstanding  these  alarming 
circumstances,  Gow  was  so  careless 
of  his  own  safety  that  he  did  not 
put  immediately  to  sea^  but  resolved 
to  plunder  ike  houses  of  the  geo- 
tlemen  on  the  coast,  to  furnish  hin. 
self  with  fresh  provisions. 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolutioa^ 
he  sent  his  boatswain  and  ten  aniied 
men  to  the  house  of  Mr,  Honey, 
man,  high-sheriff  of  the  county ; 
and,  the  Master  being  abamit,  tko 
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serf  ante  oponed  (he  iloor  wilbost 
Mupicion.  Nine  of  the  gang  went 
into  the  house  to  search  for  tret- 
inrC)  while  the  tenth  was  left  to 
gnafti  the  door.  The  sight  of  men 
thus  armed  occasioned  much  terror 
to  Mn.  Honejrman  and  her  daugh- 
ter, who  shrielied  with  dreadful 
apprehensions  for  their  p<*rsonal 
safety ;  but  the  pirates,  employed 
in  the  search  of  plunder,  had  no 
idea  of  molesting  the  ladies. 

Mrs.  Honeyman,  running  to  the 
door^  saw  the  man  who  stood  guard 
there,  wliom  she  asked  wlmt  could 
be  tlie  meaning  of  the  outrage :  to 
which  he  calmly  replied  that  they 
were  plrati*8,  and  had  come  thither 
only  to  ransack  the  house.  Recol- 
lecting that  she  had  a  considerable 
quantity  of  gold  in  a  bag,  she  re- 
turned and  put  it  in  her  lap,  and 
ran  by  the  man  at  the  door,  who 
had  no  idea  but  that  the  wish  to 
preserie  her  life  occasioned  her 
baste. 

The  boatswain,  missing  this  part 
of  the  expected  treasure^  declared 
that  he  would  destroy  the  family 
writings  :  but  this  being  overheard 
by  Miss  Uoneyman,  she  threw  the 
writings  out  of  the  window,  and, 
jumping  out  after  them,  escaped 
unhurt,  and  carried  them  off.  In 
the  interim  the  pirates  seized  the 
linen,  plate,  and  other  valuable 
articles,  and  then  walked  in  tri- 
umph to  their  boat,  compelling 
one  of  the  servants  to  play  before 
them  on  the  bagpi|ies. 

On  the  following  day  they  set 
sail,  but  in  the  crening  came  again 
to  anchor  near  another  island.  Here 
the  boat!(wain  and  some  men  were 
sent  on  shore  in  search  of  plunder, 
but  did  not  obtain  any.  However, 
they  met  with  two  women,  whom 
they  conveyed  to  the  ship,  where 
they  detained  them  three  days,  and 
treated  them  in  so  shocking  a  man. 
/7«r>    tluU  oae    of   them    expired 


soon  after  they  had  put  them  on 
shore. 

This  atrocious  offence  was  no 
sooner  committed  than  they  saiM 
to  Calf-Sound,  with  an  iuteation  of 
robbing  the  house  of  Mr.  Fea,  who 
had  been  an  old  school-fellow  with 
Gow.  This  house  was  the  rather 
pitched  upon,  as  Gow  suppoaed 
that  Mr.  Fea  could  not  have  yet 
heard  of  the  transactions  at  Mr* 
Uoneyman's;  but  in  this  he  was 
mistaken,  though  Fea  oouhi  not 
oppose  the  pirates  on  that  occasion, 
on  account  of  the  indispositioo  of 
his  wife. 

Mr.  Fca's  house  was  situalad 
near  the  sea-shore:  he  bad  only 
six  servants  at  home  when  tlie 
pirates  appeared  off  the  coast ;  and 
these  were  by  no  means  equal  to 
sustain  a  contest,  it  may  not  be 
im  proper  to  remark  that  the  tada 
runs  so  high  among  these  islands* 
and  beats  with  such  force  againl 
the  rocks,  that  the  luivigattoa  Is 
frequently  attended  with  great 
danger. 

Gow,  who  had  not  boats  to  aariiC 
him  in  an  emergency,  aod  was  un- 
skilled in  the  navigatiun  of  thoae 
seas,  made  a  blunder  in  taming  into 
the  bay  of  Calf-Sound ;  for,  stand- 
ing too  near  the  point  of  a  small 
bland  called  the  Calf,  the  vessel 
was  in  the  utmost  danger  of  being 
run  on  shore.  This  little  island 
was  merely  a  pasture  for  sheep  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Fea,  who  had  at 
that  time  six  hundred  feeding  ou  It. 
Gow  having  cast  his  anchor  too 
near  the  shore,  so  that  the  wind 
could  not  bring  him  off,  ^"^  a  boat 
with  a  letter  to  Mr.  h\^y  request- 
ing that  he  would  lend  him  another 
boat,  to  assist  him  in  beating  off 
the  ship,  by  carrying  out  an  andor; 
and  assuring  him  that  he  would  not 
do  the  least  injury  to  any  indivi- 
dual. 
As  Gow's  messenger  did  not  see 
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Mr.  Fea's  boat,  the  latter  gate  him 
an  erasive  answer,  and,  on  the  a  p. 
proach  of  night,  ordered  his  ser. 
vants  io  sink  his  own  boat,  and 
hide  the  sails  and  rigging. 

While  they  were  obeying  this 
order  five  of  Gow's  men  came  on 
shore  in  the  boat,  and  proceeded, 
doubly  armed,  towards  Fra's  house. 
Hereupon  the  latter  adranced  to. 
wards  them  with  an  assurance  of 
friendship,  and  begged  they  would 
not  enter  the  house,  for  that  his 
wife  was  exceedingly  111 ;  that  the 
Idea  of  their  approach  had  greatly 
alarmed  her,  and  the  sight  of  them 
might  probably  deprive  her  of  life. 
The  boatswain  replied  that  they 
had  no  design  to  terrify  Mrs.  Fea, 
or  any  other  person ;  but  that  the 
most  rigorous  treatment  most  be 
expected  if  the  use  of  the  boat  was 
denied  them. 

Mr.  Fea  represented  how  dan- 
gerow  it  would  be  for  him  to  assist 
thesy  on  account  of  the  reports 
drcalated  to  th^ir  discredit :  but  he 
oiTered  to  entertain  them  at  an  ad- 
jacent alehouse ;  and  they  accepted 
the  Invitation,  as  they  observed  that 
he  had  no  company.  While  they 
were  drinking,  Mr.  Fea  ordered  his 
servants  to  destroy  their  boat,  and, 
when  thqr  had  done  so,  to  call  him 
hastily  out  of  the  company,  and  in- 
form htm  of  it 

These  orden  were  exactly  com- 
plied with;  and,  when  he  had  left 
the  pirates,  he  directed  six  men, 
well  armed,  to  station  themselves 
behind  a  hedge,  and.  If  they  ob. 
•erred  him  to  ^pne  alone  with  the 
boatswain,  instantly  to  seixe  htm  ; 
bat.  If  he  came  with  all  the  6ve  des* 
peradoes,  he  would  walk  forward, 
*o  xs  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of 
firing  without  wounding  himself. 

After  giving  these  orders  Fea 
returned  to  the  company,  whom  he 
invited  to  his  house,  on  the  promise 
of  their  behaving  peaceably,  and 


tid  he  would  make  them  heartily 
welcome.  They  all  expressed  a 
readiness  to  attend  him,  in  the  hope 
of  getting  the  boat:  but  he  told 
them  he  would  rather  have  the  boat- 
swain's company  only,  and  would 
afterwards  send  for  his  companions. 

This  being  agreed  to,  the  boat- 
swain set  forward  with  two  brace  of 
pistols,  and,  walking  with  Mr*  Fea 
till  they  came  Ui  the  hedge  where  the 
men  were  concealed,  that  gentleman 
then  seixed  him  by  the  collar,  while 
the  others  took  him  into  custody 
before  he  had  time  to  make  any  de- 
fence. The  boatswain  called  aloud 
for  his  men ;  but  Mr.  Fea,  forcing 
a  handkerchief  into  his  moath, 
bound  him  hand  and  foot,  and  then 
left  one  of  his  own  people  to  goard 
him,  while  himself  and  the  rest  went 
back  to  the  public  house. 

There  being  two  doors  to  the 
house,  they  went  some  to  the  one, 
and  some  to  the  other ;  and,  rush- 
ing in  at  once,  made  prisoners  of 
the  other  four  men  before  they  had 
time  to  have  recourse  to  their  anna 
for  defence. 

The  ive  pirates,  being  thus  in 
custody,  were  sent  to  an  adjacent 
village,  and  separately  confined,  and 
in  the  interim  Mr.  Fea  sent  messen- 
gers round  the  island  Xq  acquaint  the 
inhabitants  with  what  had  been 
done  ;  to  desire  them  to  haul  thdr 
boats  on  the  beach,  that  the  pirates 
should  not  swim  to  and  steal  them ; 
and  to  request  that  no  person  would 
venture  to  row  within  reach  of  the 
pirates'  guns. 

On  the  following  day  the  wind 
shifted  to  the  north-west,  and  blew 
hard,  on  which  the  pirates  conceived 
hopes  of  getting  out  to  sea  ;  but  the 
person  employed  to  cut  the  cable 
missing  some  of  his  strokes,  the 
ship's  way  was  checked,  she  turned 
round,  and,  the  cable  parting,  the 
vessel  was  driven  on  Caif  Island. 

Reduced  to  thisdiiemma^  without 
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e?en  a  boat  t  j  assist  in  getting  oflf 
the  ship,  Gow  hun^  out  a  white 
Aag,  as  an  intimation  that  he  was 
willing  to  treaty  on  friendly  terms  ; 
bolMr.Fea,  haying  now  little  doubt 
of  securing  the  whole  of  the  gang, 
wrote  to  Gow,  and  told  him  he  had 
been  compelled  to  make  prisoners  of  ■ 
hu  men  on  account  of  their  insolent 
behafiour.  He  likewise  told  him 
that  the  whole  country  was  alarmed^ 
and  that  the  most  probable  chance  of 
fecQfing  his  own  life  would  be  by 
surrendering,  and  becoming  an  e? i. 
dence  against  his  accomplices. 

Four  armed  men  in  an  open  boat 
carried  this  letter  to  Gow,  who  sent 
for  answer  that  he  would  give  goods 
|o  the  value  of  a  thousand  pounds 
to  be  assisted  in  his  escape ;  but,  if 
thii  should  be  refused,  he  would  set 
fire  to  the  ship  rather  than  become 
a  prisoner.  He  even  said  that  he 
would  trust  to  the  mercy  of  the 
wavea,  if  Mr,  Fea  would  indulge 
kirn  with  a  boat. 

On  reading  this  letter,  Fea  deter- 
mined, to  persuade  him  to  submit, 
and  therefore  took  four  men  well 
armed  in  a  boat,  and  rowed  towards 
the  ship :  but  he  previously  placed  a 
man  with  a  flag  in  his  hand  at. the 
top  of  his  house,  to  make  such  sig- 
nals as  might  be  proper  to  prof  cot 
his  falling  a  sacrifice  to  any  artifice 
«f  the  pirates. 

The  instructions  given  to  the  ser- 
vant were,  that  he  should  wave  the 
flag  once  if  he  saw  one  of  the  pirates 
swim  towards  the  shore ;  but,  if  he 
beheld  four  or  more  of  them^  he 
should  wave  it  constantly  till  his 
master  got  out  of  danger.  Mr.  Fea, 
rowing  forwards,  spoke  through  a 
trumpet,  asking  Gow  to  come  on 
shore  and  talk  with  him.  which  the 
latter  said  be  would.  Hereupon 
Fea  lay-to.  in  waiting  for  him  ;  but 
at  this  juncture  he  saw  a  man  swim, 
ming  from  the  ship  with  a  white 
^g  in  bis  bundy  on  which  .the  man 


on  the  house  waved  his  flag ;  but 
soon  afterwards  he  was  observed  te 
wave  it  continually,  on  which  Mr. 
Fea's  boat  retired,  and  those  in  her 
presently  saw  five  more  of  the  pi. 
rates  swimming  towards  them;  but 
they  returned  to  the  ship  as  soon  as 
they  saw  the  others  were  aware  of 
the  artifice. 

The  first  pirate,  who  carried  the 
white  flag,  now  retired  to  the  cor. 
ner  of  the  island,  and,  calling  to  Mr. 
Fea,  told  him  that  ^  the  captain  had 
sent  him  a  bottle  of  brandy.'  Fea 
replied  that  he  hoped  to  toe  Gow 
hanged,  and  that  he  was  inclined  to 
shoot  the  messenger  for  his  inso- 
lence ;  on  which  the  fellow  de- 
camped with  great  precipitation. 

Soon  after  this  Gow  wrote  a  most 
humble  letter  to  Mrs.  Fea,  implor- 
ing her  interference  in  his  bdialf; 
and,  though  she  had  determined  not 
to  interest  herself  in  his  favour,  yet 
he  resolved  to  go  oa  shore;  and, 
taking  a  wjiite  flag  in  his  hand,  he 
made  signals  for  a  parley ;  on  which 
Mr.  Fea  sent  some  armed  men  to 
sdae  him  living  or  dead. 

On  their  meeting,  Gow  insisted 
that  one  of  their  men  should  be  left 
as  a  hostage ;  amd  this  circumstance 
being  seen  by  Mr.  Fea,  from  the 
windows  of  his  house,  he  sailed  over 
to  the  island,  where  he  reprimanded 
his  people  for  delivering  the  hostage, 
and  likewise  told  Gow  that  he  was 
his  prisoner.  Gow  replied,  that 
could  not  be,  since  a  hostage  had 
been  delivered  for  him. 

To  this  Mr.  Fea  repUed  Aat  he 
had  issued  no  ordM  for  ddiveriog 
the  hostage,  and  that  the  man  who 
had  foolishly  engaged  himself  as 
such  must  submit  to  the  conse- 
quence; but  he  advised  Gow,  for 
his  own  sake,  to  make  signals  that 
the  man  might  obtain  his  liberty. 
This  Gow  refused  to  dp ;  but  Fea 
made  signals  which  deceived  the 
piratea,  two  of  whom  cane  on  shore 
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with  the  man,  and  were  instantly 
taken  into  custody.  Gow  was  now 
diiarmed  of  his  sword,  and  made 
prisoner,  after  begging  to  be  shot 
with  his  sword  in  his  possession. 

The  leader  of  the  gang  being 
thus  secured,  Mr.  Fcahad  recourse 
to  stratagem  to  get  all  the  rest  into 
his  power.  He  now  compelled  Gow 
to  maico  signals  for  some  of  them  to 
come  on  shore,  which  thej  readil  jdid^ 
and  were  apprehended  by  men  con- 
cealed to  take  them  as  they  arrired. 
Fca  now  insinuated  to  Gow  that 
he  would  let  him  have  a  boat  to  es« 
cape  if  he  would  send  for  his  car. 
penter  to  repair  it,  and  to  bring 
with  him  two  or  three  hands  to  as. 
sist  him.   Grow  complied  ;  the  men 
came  oif^  and  were  severally  seized  : 
but  as  there  were  other  peopTe  still 
on  board,  Mr.  Fea  had  recourse  to 
the  following  coiitritance  to  get 
them  Into  his  possession.     He  di- 
rected his  own  servants  to  provide 
hammers,  nails,  &c.   and  make  a 
pretence  of  repairing  the  boat ;  and, 
while  this  was  doing,  told  Gow  to 
send  for  his  men,   since  he  must 
have  possession  of  (ho  ship  before 
he  would  deliver  up  the  boat. 

The  pirates,  on  receiving  their 
late  captain^s  orders  to  come  on 
shore,  were  very  doubtful  how  to 
act ;  but,  after  a  short  debate,  and 
having  no  officers  to  command  them, 
they  shared  what  money  they  pos- 
sessed, and,  coming  on  shore,  were 
aH  taken  into  custody. 

Thus,  by  an  equal  exertion  of 
courage,  conduct,  and  artifice,  did 
Mr.  Fea  secure  these  dangerous 
men,  twenty-eight  in  number,  with, 
out  a  single  man  being  killed  or 
wounded,  and  with  the  aid  only  of 
a  few  countrymen  ;  a  force  appa- 
rently rery  insuflicient  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  such  a  business. 

When  all  the  prisoners  were  pro- 
perly secured,  Mr.  Fea  sent  an  ex- 
press to  Edinburgh,  requesting  that 


proper  persons  might  besent  to  con- 
duct them  to  that  city.  In  tlie  in- 
terim Mr.  Fca  took  an  inventory 
of  all  the  effects  in  the  ship,  to  be 
appropriated  at  the  gOTerniAent 
might  direct. 

Sii  articles,  of  which  the  follow, 
ing  is  a  copy,  were  found  on  board 
the  ship,  in  Gow'ahand-writing.  It 
is  conjectured  that  while  they  wera 
entangled  among  the  rocks  of  tiio 
Orkney  Islands  these  articles  wero 
hastily  drawn  up,  and  arose  from 
thdr  distressed  situation : 

I.  That  every  man  shall  obey  his 
commander  in  all  respects  as  if  the 
ship  was  his  own,  and  as  if  he  re- 
ceived monthly  wages. 

II.  That  no  man  shall  give  or 
dispose  of  the  ship's  provisions ;  but 
every  one  shall  have  an  equal  share. 

III.  That  no  man  shall  open  or 
declare  to  any  person  or  persons 
who  they  are,  or  what  designs  they 
are  upon;  and  any  persons  so  of- 
fending shall  be  punished  with  ho. 
mediate  death. 

IV.  That  no  man  shall  go  «b 
shore  till  the  ship  is  olf  the  ground, 
and  in  readiness  to  put  to  sea. 

V.  That  every  man  shall  keep 
his  watch  night  and  day  ;  and  at  the 
hour  of  eight  in  the  evening  every 
one  shall  retire  from  gaming  and 
drinking,  in  order  to  attend  his  re- 
spective station. 

VI.  Every  person  who  shall  of- 
fend against  any  of  theso  articles 
shall  be  punished  with  death,  or  in 
such  other  manner  as  the  ship's 
company  shall  think  proper.- 

The  express  from  Mr.  Fea  being 
arrived  at  Edinbnrgb,  another  was' 
iforwardcd  to  London,  to  learn  tho 
royal  pleasure  respecting  the  dis- 
posal of  the  pirates ;  and  the  answer 
brought  was,  that  the  lord  justice 
Clerk  should  immediately  send  them 
to  London,  in  order  to  their  being 
tried  by  a. Court  of  Admiralty,  to 
bo  held  for  that  purpose. 
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When  thcfe  orders  rcuched  Edm. 
iNirgli,  a  guard  of  toMien  aardbcd 
io  fetch  them  to  that  atj ;  and,  oa 
their  arriral,  thejr  were  pat  oa  board 
the  Greyhomid  frigate,  which  iau 
mediately  sailed  for  the  Thames* 

On  their  arriral  in  the  rirer,  a 
d^achment  of  the  goards  from  the 
Tower  attended  tMr  huidbig,  and 
oondactsd  them  to  tiM  llarshalaea 
Prison,  where  thejr  once  more  saw 
lieatenant  Williams,  who  had  been 
oonrejed  to  England  by  the  nwn  of 
war  which  reodred  him  from  the 
Bristol  captain  at  Lisbon,  as  before 
mentioned.  Thb  Williams,  though 
certain  of  coming  to  an  ign<Hnini. 
ons  end,  took  a  malignant  pleasure 
in  teeing  his  companions  in  like 
drenmstancet  of  calamity. 

A  commission  was  now  made  out 
for  thdr  trial ;  and,  soon  after  com- 
mitment,  they  underwent  separate 
eiaminations  before  the  judge  of 
the  Admiralty  Court  in  Doctors* 
Commons,  when  fire  of  them,  who 
appeared  to  be  less  guilty  than  the 
restyirere  admitted  etidences  against 
their  accomplices. 

Bdng  removed  from  the  Mar. 
shalsea  to  Newgate,  thdr  trials 
came  on  at  the  Old  Bailey,  when 
Gow,  Williams,  and  six  others, 
were  conrictcd,  and  received  sen- 
tence of  death ;  but  the  rest  were 
acquitted,  as  it  seemed  evident  that 
they  had  been  compelled  to  fake 
part  with  the  pirates. 

The  behaviour  of  Gow,  from  his 
first  commitment,  was  reserred  and 
morose.  He  considered  himself  as 
an  assured  victim  to  the  justice  of 
the  laws,  nor  entertained  any  hope 
of  being  admitted  an  evidence,  as 
Mr.  Fea  had  hinted  to  him  that  he 
might  be. 

When  brought  to  trial  he  refused 
to  plead,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  was  sentenced  to  be  pressed  to 
death  in  the  usual  manner.     His 


reason  (or  this  refusal  was,  that  he 
had  an  estate  which  he  wished  might 
dcseesd  to  n  relation,  and  which 
wonki  have  been  tiM  case  had  he 
died  under  the  pressure. 

Bmtj  when  tiM  proper  oflioen 
were  about  to  IniicC  this  punidu 
ment,  he  begged  to  be  taken  again 
to  the  bar  to  plead,  of  which  the 
judge  being  informed,  he  hamanely 
granted  hb  request ;  and  the  ccMiae. 
quence  was  that  he  was  convicted, 
as  above  mentioned,  oa  the  same 
evidence  as  his  accomplices. 

While  under  sentence  of  death 
he  was  visited  by  some  Presbyterian 
ministers,  who  laboured  to  convince 
him  of  the  afrodty  of  his  crime; 
but  he  seemed  deaf  to  all  thdr  ad- 
monitions and  eihortations. 

Williams's  depravity  of  mind  «• 
ceeds  all  description.  He  seemed 
equally  insensible  to  the  hope  of> 
happiness,  or  the  fear  of  torment, 
in  a  future  state.  He  boasted  to 
those  who  visited  him  of  his  coo* 
stantly  advuing  Gow  'to  tie  the 
prisoners  back  to  back,  and  throw 
them  into  the  sea,'  to  prrvent  their 
giving  evidence  agdnst  them. 

Gow,  Williams,  and  six  of  thdr 
accomplices,  were  hanged  together, 
at  Execution  Dock,  on  the  11th  of 
August,  1720. 

A  remarkable  drcumsunce  hap. 
pened  to  Gow  at  the  place  of  exe. 
ciition.  His  friends,  anxious  to. 
put  him  out  of  bis  pun,  pulled  his. 
legs  so  forcibly  that  the  rope  broke, 
and  he  dropped  down ;  on  wbicfa  he 
was  again  taken  up  to  the  gibbet, 
and,  when  he  was  dead,  was  hung 
in  chains  on  the  banks  of  the 
Thames. 

It  may  be  observed,  to  the  credit 
of  recent  times,  that  the  crime  of 
piracy  is  becoming  more  and  more, 
uncommon — our  seamen,  in  gene* 
ral,  being  as  honest  as  they  are 
brave. 


] 
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JAMES  CARXEGIB,  ESQ. 

TRIED  FOR  MUHDEll. 
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Mr.  Carnkoib  was  r  gentleraan 
of  fortune,  whose  es taie  being  con. 
tiguoas  to  that  of  Charles,  Earl  of 
Strathmore,  a  considerable  degree 
of  intimacy  subsisted  betweea  the 
parties,  which  was  increased  by  the 
similarity  of  their  political  senti- 
ments, both  of  them  being  favourers 
of  the  claims  of  the  Pretender. 

I^ady   Auchterhouse,    who   was 
sister  to  Mr.  Carnegie,  haTing  in- 
▼ited  some  of  the  neighbouring  gen- 
try to  visit  her,  there  went  among 
the  rest  John  Lyon,  E^.  a  young 
gentleman  who  paid  his  addresses 
to  another  sister  of  Mr.  Carnegie. 
Mr.  Lyon's  fiew  in  this  visit  was 
to  ask  Carnegie's  consent  to  the 
match ;  but  this  the  latter  absolutely 
refused,  and  treated  Lyon  with  so 
much  asperity,  that  a  quarrel  en- 
sued,  and  swords  were  drawn  by 
both  parUes.    The  Earl  of  Strath- 
more,  anxious  to  prevent  bloodshed, 
exerted  all  his  influence  to  recon- 
dlo  the  contending  parties ;  and  at 
length  so  far  succeeded,  that  all  ani- 
moslty  seemed  to  have  subsided,  and 
the  company  sat  donn  and  drank 
together,   as    if  no    quarrel   had 
arisen. 

^  The  conversation  now  took  a  po- 
litical turn;  and,  as  the  company 
were  of  different  sentiments,  high 
words  of  altercation  arose ;  and  the 
King  and  the  Pretender  were  abused 
in  a  manner  equally  illiberal. 
^  At  length  the  passions  of  the  par- 
ties were  so  inflamed  that  they  had 
recourse  to  blows;  and  some  of 
^iMm  quitting  the  bouse,  among 
whom  were  Lyon  and  Carnegie, 
the  former  pushed  the  latter  on  the 
ground,  which  enraged  him  so  much 
that  he  arose  and  drew  his  sword; 
but  Lyon  had  consulted  his  safety 


by  flight.  Carnegie  followed  him 
a  little  way,  but,  falling  in  the  par- 
suit,  was  lifted  up  by  some  of  the 
company;  when,  turning  abont 
with  the  fury  of  a  madman,  he  ran 
his  sword  into  the  body  of  Lord 
Strathmore. 

This  melancholy  event  had  no 
sooner  taken  place  than  the  com- 
pany returned  to  l^ady  Auchter- 
house's,  except  the  Earl  of  Strath- 
more, who  was  carried  home  by  his 
servants,  and  died,  after  languishing 
two  days. 

A  neighbouring  magistrate,  being 
informed  of  what  had  happened, 
went  to  the  house  and  demajided 
the  gentlemen's  swords,  which  were 
delivered  :  but  Mr.  Carnegie  hating 
been  concealed  under  some  flax  in  an 
outhouse,  it  was  required  that  Lady 
Auchterhoose  should  tell  where  he 
was,  which  she  did;  and  the  ma- 
gistrate, having  received  his  sword| 
sent  him  to  the  prison  of  Forfar. 

Some  weeks  afterwards  he  was 
removed,  to  be  tried  before  the 
Couft  of  Justiciary  at  Edinbui^gh, 
which  is  somewhat  similar  to  our 
Court  of  King's  Bench  in  England.* 
It  was  fully  proved  upon  the 
trial,  that  Lyon  had  behaved  in 
the  most  insulting  manner  to  Car- 
negie, who  did  not  draw  his  sword 
till  he  had  been  pushed  down,  as 
above  mentioned.  It  was  likewise 
proved-  that  Lord  Strathmore  had 
lived  on  terms  of  the  utmost  friend- 
ship with  Mr.  Carnegie;  and  that, 
on  other  occasions,  when  the  latter 
had  been  insulted  by  Lyon,  the  earl 
had  protected  him. 

A  witness  swore  that  Mr.  Car- 
negie had  proposed  Lady  Stratb- 
m  ore's  health  whea  in  companr, 
and  that  he  sat  next  the  earL     It 


*  Th«r«  are  nu  mod  juries  ia  ScotUitd ;  the  king*!  edvocate  draws  the  indictmrnit. 
The  judges  deteroiiite  if  the  crime  be  capital ;  and  the  fact  is  tried  by  a  petty  jory. 
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was  sworn  also  that  Carnegie,  since 
his  confinement,  had  regretted  the 
melancholy  issue  of  the  quarrel,  as 
it  had  deprifed  him  of  one  of  his 
most  Taloable  friends,  and  a  person 
whom  he  could  hare  had  no  thought 
of  injuring. 

Another  evidence  deposed  that 
the  hehaviour  of  Mr.  Lyon  to  Mr. 
Carnegie  was  insnpportablj  aggra- 
vating ;  that  he  pushed  him  on  the 
breast,  and  otherwise  ill  treated 
him  ;  and  that  he  had  seized  Lady 
Auchterhouse  by  the  hand,  and 
struclL  it  80  violently  on  the  table. 


that  she  cried  out  through  the  ex. 
tremity  of  pain. 

^  On  the  other  hand,  one  of  Lord 
Strathmorc's  servants  swore  that 
Mr.  Carnegie  stabbed  his  master 
fwke  in  the  lielly ;  bot  the  snigemi 
who  examined  the  wound  gave  a 
nrare  fovorable  accoont  of  the  mat- 
ter than  the  servant. 

The  trial  luted  a  considerable 
time,  when  the  jury,  eoniidering 
on  the  whole  matter,  gave  a  verdict 
that  the  prisoner  was  Not  Guilty. 
These  transactions  tooic  place  in 
the  month  of  July,  1728. 


JEPTHA 

EXECUTED  FOR  SBlfDIlfG  A 

Tins  malefactor  was  a  native  of 
Spitalfields,  and,  having  a  brother 
who  was  coachman  to  a  gentleman 
of  fortune,  he  conceived  an  idea  of 
supplying  his  own  extravagances 
by  extorting  money  from  his  bro- 
ther's master. 

Calling  on  one  Peter  Salter,  he 
took  him  to  an  obscure  public 
house  near  the  Minorics,  where  he 
developed  his  scheme,  saying  he 
might  obtain  a  hundred  guineas  by 
sending  a  threatening  letter,  but 
was  at  a  loss  to  think  what  house 
the  money  should  be  sent  to:  at 
length  he  fixed  on  a  public  house, 
called  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton,  at 
BiUing*gatc,  whither  he  directed 
Salter  to  go  and  wait  till  a  porter 
should  b^ing  a  letter  directed  to 
John  Harrison,  which  letter  Salter 
was  to  carry  to  Big,  at  an  alehouse 
on  Fish  Street  Hill. 

Agreeably  to  the  direction,  Salt. 
cr  waited  at  the  Shoulder  of  Mut- 
ton  till  a  porter  brought  a  letter, 
and  spoke  to  the  landlord  and  his 
son,  who  seemed  surprised  at  read- 
ing  the  contents.  Guilt  is  ever 
cowardly ;  and,  one  of  them  going 
out,  Salter  imagined  it  was  to  call 
an  officer  to  apprehend  him ;  on 
wAJch  he  slipped  out  of  the  bouse, 


H  BIG, 

LETTEIl  TO  EXTORT  MONEY. 

and  went  to  hb  companion  on  Fish 
Street  Hill. 

These  associates  in  roguery  tak- 
ing  a  walk  to  Moorlic'Ids,  B^  said 
he  was  undaunted  1^  tliis  repulse, 
and  that  he  would  write  such  a 
letter  as  would  make  the  gentleman 
tremble ;  and  he  did  not  doubt  of 
success.  In  consequence  of  an  ugree- 
ment  between  the  parties,  another 
letter  was  sent,  ordering  the  gen- 
tleman to  send  a  hundr^  guineas, 
enclosed  in  a  parcel,  to  the  Black 
Boy  in  Goodman's  Fields,  directed 
to  John  Harrison. 

Salter  went  daily,  and  drank  at 
this  house,  where  he  had  hitherto 
been  a  stranger,  in  expectation  of 
an  answer,  which  he  was  to  receive, 
guarding  only  against  any  artifice 
that  might  be  used  to  apprehend 
him.  While  he  was  thus  waiting, 
he  read  an  advertisement  in  the 
newspaper,  offering  a  reward  for 
the  villainous  writer  of  the  note. 

At  this  juncture  a  porter  brought 
a  letter,  which  he  gave  to  the  land- 
lord,  who  having  read  it,  the  porter 
said,  "  I  have  a  parcel  for  one  Mr. 
Harrison  ;  do  you  know  such  • 
gentleman  ?'*  The  landlord  In- 
quired if  any  person  presoit  an- 
swered to  that  name;  iHit  Salter 


\ 
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too  much  on  his  guard  to  da 
9o;  and,  drinking  his  beer  without 
any  sign  of  fear,  he  went  to  an  ale* 
house  near  Aldgate,  where  he  met 
his  accomplice,    and  told    him  a 
scheme  was  laid  to  apprehend  him* 
After  some  conference  thej  ad. 
journed  to  a  public  house  near  the 
residence  of  the  gentleman  to  whom 
the  threatening   letters   had   been 
sent.  Here  Big  sent  for  his  brother, 
who  attended  ;  but  said,  as  Ire  was 
obliged  to  go  out  with  his  master, 
ho  could  not  stay  with  them.     Big 
now  observed  that  his  brother  had 
complained  of  the  pccTish  disposi- 
tion of  his  master,  and  aslced  if  ho 
did  not  intend  to  Icare  him.     The 
brother  replied  that  hi»  master  had 
been  Tcry  fretful  for  some  days 
past ;    but  addi*d,    '^  1  hate  now 
found  out  the  reason  ;    for  some 
vile  rogue  has  sent  a  threatening 
letter,  and  swears  he  will  murder 
him  if  a  sum  of  money  is  not  sent 
to  a  public  house  in  Goodman's 
Fields." 

When  Big's  brother  was  gone, 
he  told  Salter  he  would  send  another 
letter,  whatever  might  be  the  con- 
sequence ;  but  Salter  persuaded  him 
not  to  mil  the  risk  of  a  proceeding 
which  must  be  followed  by  certain 
rttin. 

A  few  days  after  this,  tiie  porter 
who  bad  tarried  the  letter,  and  seen 


Salter  at  both  the  public  houses, 
happened  to  meet  him,  and,  sus- 
pccting  that  he  might  be  the  offen- 
der, delivered  him  into  tho  cuk. 
tody  of  a  peace-officer,  on  which 
he  accused  Big  as  the  principal, 
who  was  thereupon  apprehended 
and  committed  ti>  Newgate,  and 
Salter  admitted  evidence  for  the 
crown. 

Big,  being  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
was  sentenced  to  die  ;  but,  after 
conviction,  he  seemed  to  bo  of  opi- 
nion that  he  had  not  been  guilty  of  a- 
capital  offence  in  sending  a  letter  to- 
extort  money.  He  was  thought  to 
be  a  Roman  Catholic,  since  he  re-- 
fused the  attendance  of  the  Ordi. 
nary  while  ho  lay  in  Newgate. 

fie  was  hanged  at  Tyburn  on  the- 
19th  of  September,  17^9,  but  was 
so  ill  at  the  place  of  execution,  that 
he  could  not  attend  the  devotions 
proper  for  men  in  his  calamitous 
situation. 

There  are  few  crimes  more  atro* 
cious  than  that  for  which  Big  sufl 
fered.  One  would  imagine  that  thtre 
could  not  be  a  wretch  existing  base* 
enough  to  enjoy  that  terror  of  mind 
which  an  honest  man  must  feel,  on^ 
receiving  a  threatening  letter,  which 
leaves  him  no  alternative  but  that 
of  being  either  stripped  of  his  pro-* 
perty,  or  in  hourly  danger  of  the 
deprivation  of  life. 


FRANCIS  CHARTERIS, 

COKVICVEO  OF  USING  VJOLENCB  TO  TUS  PERSON  OF  ANN  BOND. 

Tni  name  of  Charteris,  during    promise,  perjure,  and  pay,  to  any 

length,  or  to  any  amount--*thcn, 
<  like  a  loathsome  weed,  cast  yoi» 
away.'  ' 

Be  thus  Advii'd,  ye  young  and  foir» 


lifej  was  a  terror  to  female  inno« 
csnce ;  may,  therefore,  his  fate,  and 
the  exposure  of  his  villainy,  act  as 
thtir  shield  against  the  destructive 
machinations  of  profligate  men,  es- 
pecially such  as  those  upon  whom 
the  blind  and  fickle  goddess,Fortnne, 
may  have  unworthily  heaped  riches* 
The  wealthy  profligate,  in  order  to 
gratify  an  Inordinate  passion,  will 


Let  virtuous  men  engage  your  care. 
The  rake  and  libertine  despise ; 
Their  breath  is  poison — O  ba  wise  ! 
Their  arts  and  wiles  turn  quick  awsy. 
And  from  fair  Virtue*s  path  ne*er  Stray*. 

Bj  tho  law  of  Egypt  rapes  vrere- 
punished  by  eemovAl  of  the  oflradU 
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iof  parti.  The  Athenian  laws  com. 
pelled  the  ratisher  of  a  virgin  to 
marry  her  It  was  long  before 
thtt  offsoce  was  punished  capitally 
by  the  Komao  law ;  but  at  length 
the  Lex  Julia  inflicted  the  pains  of 
death  on  the  ra? isher.  The  Jewish 
law  also  punished  this  crime  with 
death;  but,  if  a  rirgin  was  de. 
flowered  without  force,  the  offender 
was  obliged  to  pay  a  fine  and  marry 
the  woman. 

By  the  18th  of  Elizabeth,  cap.  7, 
thb  offence  was  made  felony  with- 
out  benefit  of  clergy. 

It  is  certainly  of  a  icrj  heinous 
nature,  and,  if  tolerated,  would  be 
subTcrsive  of  all  order  and  moral, 
ity  ;  yet  it  may  still  be  questioned 
how  far  it  is  cither  uicful  or  politic 
to  punish  it  with  death  ;  and  it  i» 
worth  considering  whether,  well 
knowing  that  it  originates  in  the  ir- 
regular and  inordinate  gratification 
of  unruly  appetite,  the  injury  to  so. 
ciety  may  not  be  repaired  without 
destroying  the  offender. 

In  most  cases  this  injury  might 
be  repaired  by  compelling,  where 
it  could  be  done  with  propriety, 
the  criminal  to  marry  the  injured 
party ;  and  it  would  be  well  for 
society  if  the  same  rule  extended 
not  only  to  all  forcible  Tiolations 
of  chastity,  but  even  to  instances  of 
premeditated  and  systematic  seduc 
tion. 

In  cases,  however,  where  mar. 
riage  could  not  take  place,  on  ac- 
count of  legal  disability  or  refusal 
on  the  part  of  the  woman,  the  cri. 
roinal  ought  to  be  severely  punished 
by  pecuniary  damages  to  tbo  party 
injured,  and  by  hard  labour  and 
confinement,  or  transportation  for 
life. 

The  execrable   subject  of   this 

narrative  was  born  at  Amafield,  in 

Scotland,  where  he  was  heir  to  an 

estate  which  his  ancestors  had  pos. 

seated  abowe  four  hundred  years ; 


he  was  also  related  to  some  of  the 
first  families  in  the  North  by  inter- 
marriages with  the  nobility. 

Young  Charteris,  having  received 
a  liberal  education,  made  choiee  of 
the  profession  of  arms,  and  served 
first  under  the  Duke  of  Afaribo. 
rough,  as  an  ensign  of  foot,  bat 
was  soon  advanced  to  the  rank  of 
cornet  of  dragoons:  he  appears, 
however,  to  have  had  other  views 
than  fighting  when  he  embraced  the 
life  of  a  soldier. 

Being  a  most  expert  gamester, 
and  of  a  disposition  uncommonly 
avaricious,  he  made  his  knowledge 
of  gambling  subservient  to  his  love 
of  money ;  and,  while  thearsiy  was 
in  winter-quarters,  ho  stripped  many 
of  the  officers  of  all  their  property 
by  his  skill  at  cards  and  dice.  Bat 
he  was  as  knavish  as  he  was  dex- 
terous ;  and,  when  he  had  defrand- 
ed  a  brothcr^officer  of  all  his 
money,  he  would  lend  him  a  sum  at 
the  moderaie  interest  of  a  hun- 
dred per  cent,  taking  an  assign* 
roent  of  his  commission  as  security 
for  the  payment  of  the  debt 

John,  Dukeof  Afgjie,  and  the 
Earl  of  Suir,  were  at  this  time 
young  men  in  the  army ;  and,  bdng 
determined  that  the  inconsiderate 
officers  should  not  be  thus  ruined 
by  the  artifices  of  Charteris,  they 
applied  to  the  Eari  of  Orkney, 
who  was  also  in  the  army  then 
quartered  at  Brussels,  representing 
the  destruction  that  must  ensue  to 
young  gentlemen  in  the  ssflitary 
line,  if  Charteris  was  not  stopped 
in  his  proceedings. 

The  Eat\  of  Orkney,  anxloas  for 
the  credit  of  the  army  in  general, 
and  his  conntrymen  in  particular, 
represented  the  state  of  the  case  to 
the  Duke  of  Mariborough,  who 
gave  orders  that  Charteris  shoahi 
be  put  under  arrest,  and  tried  by 
court-maftial*  The  court  was  eon* 
posed  of  an  equal  number  of  Eng- 
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liah  and  Scotch  (ifBcen,  that  Char- 
teris  might  h%ve  no  reason  to  say 
he  was  treated  with  partiality. 

After  a  candid  hearing  of  the 
case,  the  proofi  of  Charteris's  yil. 
lainy  were  so  strong,  that  he  was 
sentenced  to  return  the  money  he 
had  obtained  by  usurious  interest, 
to  be  deprived  of  his  commission, 
and  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  re- 
giment, his  sword  being  first  broken; 
which  sentence  was  executed  in  its 
fullest  extent. 

Thus  disgraced,  Charteris  quitted 
Brussels,  and,  in  the  road  between 
that  place  and  Mecklin,  he  threw 
his  breeches  into  a  ditch,  and  then, 
buttoning  his  scarlet  cloak  below 
his  knees,  he  went  into  an  inn  to 
take  up  his  lodgings  for  the  night. 

It  is  usual,  in  placc^i  where  armies 
are  quartered,  for  military  officers 
to  be  treated  with  all  possible  re- 
spect; and  this  was  the  case  with 
Charteru,  who  had  efery  d  is  tine* 
titin  shown  him  that  the  house 
could  afford,  and,  after  an  elegant 
snpper,  was  left  to  repose. 

Early  in  the  morning  he  rang  the 
bell  fiolently,  and,  the  landlord 
coming  terrified  into  his  room,  he 
swore  farioQsly  that  he  had  been 
robbed  of  hit  breeches,  conUining 
a  diamond  ring,  a  gold  watch,  and 
money  to  a  considerable  amount ; 
and,  having  prcTiously  broken  the 
window,  he  intimated  that  some 
person  most  have  entered  that  way, 
and  carried  off  his  property ;  and 
he  even  faniaoated  that  the  land, 
lord  himself  might  have  been  the 
robber. 

It  was  fai  vain  that  the  innkeeper 
solidted  mercy  in  the  most  humi- 
liating  postnre.  Charteris  threat, 
eofld  that  he  shonld  baient  to  Brut. 
mUi  and  suffer  death,  as  an  acces. 


tory  to  the  Ukmj. 

Tenified  at  the  thought  of    .. 
preaching  disgrace  and  danger,  the 


ap. 


▼0L«  I. 


landlord  of  the  house  sent  for  some 
friars  of  an  adjacent  convent,  to 
whom  he  represented  his  calami- 
tous situation,  and  they  generoosly 
supplied  him  with  a  sum  sufficient 
to  reimburse  Charteris  for  the  loss 
he  pretended  to  have  sustained. 

Our  unprincipled  adventurer  now 
proceeded  through  Holland,  whence 
he  embarked  for  Scotland,  and  had 
not  been  long  in  that  kingdom  be. 
fore  hii  servile  submission,  and  his 
money,  procure<l  him  another  com* 
mission  in  a  regiment  of  horse  ;  and 
he  was  afterwards  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  colonel. 

Amidst  all  his  other  avocations, 
the  love  of  money  was  his  ruling 
passion;  for  the  acquirement  where* 
of  there  was  no  crime  of  which  he 
would  not  have  been  guilty. 

The  Duke  of  Queensbury  was  at 
thb  time  commissioner  to  the  Par- 
liament of  Scotland,  which  was  as- 
sembled at  Edinburgh,  to  deliberate 
on  the  proposed  union  with  Eng- 
land. Charteris  having  been  in- 
vited to  a  party  at  cards  with  the 
Duchess  of  Queensbury,  he  con- 
trived that  her  Grace  should  be 
placed  in  such  a  manner,  near  a 
i^rge  glass,  that  he  could  see  all  her 
cards  ;  and  he  won  three  thousand 
pounds  of  her  in  consequence  of 
this  stratagem.  One  good,  how- 
ever, resulted  from  this  circum* 
stance :  the  Duke  of  Queensbarj, 
incensed  at  the  imposition,  brought 
a  bill  into  the  House  to  prohibit 
gaming  for  above  a  certain  sum ; 
and  this  bUl  passed  into  a  law. 

Our  adventurer  continued  his  de- 
predations on  the  thoughtless  till 
he  had  acquired  considerable  sums. 
When  he  had  stripped  young  men 
of  their  ready  cash  at  the  gaming- 
tables, it  was  his  practice,  as  be- 
fore, to  lend  them  money  atan  ex. 
travagant  interest,  for  which  he 
took  their  bonds  to  confess  judf  • 
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roeoCi  and  the  moment  the  bonds 
became  doe  he  failed  not  to  take 
efery  legal  adTantage. 

By  a  continaed  rapacity  of  thu 
kind  be  acquired  sereral  consider, 
able  estates  in  Scotland,  and  then 
removed  to  London,  which,  as  It 
was  the  leat  of  greater  dissipation, 
was  a  place  better  adapted  to  the 
exertion  of  his  abilities. 

He  now  became  a  great  lender  of 
money  on  mortgages,  always  recelr- 
ing  a  large  premium,  by  which  at 
length  he  became  so  rich  as  to  pur. 
chase  several  estates  in  England,  par. 
ticularlyin  the  county  of  Lancaster. 

Colonel  Charteris  was  as  infamous 
on  aceou  nt  of  his  amours  as  for 
the  unfeeling  avarice  of  his  disposi- 
tion :  his  house  was  no  better  than 
a  brothel,  and  no  woman  of  modesty 
would  lite  within  his  walls.  He 
kept  in  pay  some  women  of  aban- 
doned character,  who,  going  to 
inns  where  the  country  waggons 
put  up,  used  to  prerail  on  harmless 
young  girls  to  go  to  the  colonel's 
house  as  servants ;  the  consequence 
of  which  was,  that  their  ruin  soon 
followed,  and  they  were  turned  out 
of  doors,  exposed  to  all  the  miseries 
consequent  on  poverty  and  a  loss 
of  reputation. 

His  agents  did  not  confine  their 
operations  to  inns,  but,  wherever 
they  found  a  handsome  girl,  they 
endeavoured  io  decoy  her  to  the 
colonel's  house;  and,  among  the 
rest,  Ann  Bond  fell  a  prey  to  'his 
artifices.  This  young  woman  had 
lived  in  London,  but,  having  quitted 
her  service  on  account  of  illness, 
took  lodgings  at  a  private  house, 
where  she  recovered  her  health,  and 
was  sitting  at  the  door,  when  a 
woman  addressed  her,  saying,  she 
could  help  her  to  a  place  in  the 
family  of  Colonel  Harvey ;  for  the 
character  of  Charterb  was  now  be- 
oome  so  notorious,  that  his  agents 


did  not  ventnre  to  make  use  of  hit 
name. 

Bond  being  hired,  the  womaa 
conducted  her  to  the  colond'shonse, 
where  she  was  three  days  befon 
she  was  acquainted  with  his  nd 
name.  Her  master  gave  her  owasy 
to  redeem  some  clothes,  which  shs 
had  pledgied  to  support  her  in  her 
illness;  and  would  have  bonght 
other  clothes  for  her,  bat  she  re. 
fused  to  accept  them. 

He  now  offered  her  a  parse  of 
gold,  an  annuity  for  life,  and  a 
house,  if  she  woald  lie  with  hmi ; 
but  the  virtuous  girl  resisted  the 
temptation ;  declar^  she  woakl  not 
be  guilty  of  so  base  an  act;  tfcat 
she  would  discharge  her  daty  u  a 
servant,  and  that  her  master  night 
dismiss  her  If  her  conduct  did  not 
please  him. 

On  the  day  following  this  dr. 
cumstance  she  heard  a  gentlemaa 
asking  for  her  master  by  the  name 
of  Charteris,  whidi  alarmed  her 
fears  still  more,  as  she  was  not  on- 
apprized  of  his  general  character ; 
wherefore  she  told  the  housekeeper 
that  she  must  quit  her  service,  as  she 

was  very  ill. 

The  housekeeper  informing  the 
colonel  of  this  circumstance,  he  sent 
for  the  poor  girl,  and  threatened 
that  he  would  shoot  her  if  she  left 
his  service.  He  likewise  ordered 
the  servants  to  keep  the  door  fast, 
to  prevent  her  making  her  escape  ; 
and,  when  he  spoke  of  her,  it  was 
in  the  most  contemptnons  terns. 

On  the  following  day  he  directed 
his  clerk  of  the  kitchen  to  send  her 
into  the  parlour;  and,  on  her  attend- 
ing him,  he  bade  her  stir  the  fire: 
while  she  was  thus  enqloyed,  he 
saddeniy  seixed  and  comnltted 
violence  on  her,  first  stopping  her 
mouth  with  his  nlght-cap;  andaf. 
terwards,  on  her  saying  that  she 
would  prosecute  Iubi»  be  beat  her 
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with  a  horsewhip,  and  called  her 
by  the  most  opprobrions  names. 

On  his  opening  the  door  the 
derk  of  the  kitchen  appeared,  to 
whom  the  colonel  pretended  that 
she  had  robbed  him  of  thirty  gui- 
neas,  and  directed  him  to  turn  her 
out  of  the  house,  which  was  ac 
cordingly  done. 

Hereupon  she  went  to  a  gentle- 
woman named  Parsons,  and,  in. 
forming  her  of  what  had  happened, 
asked  her  ad? ice  how  to  proceed. 
Mrs.  Parsons  recommended  her  to 
exhibit  articles  against  him  for  the 
assault ;  but,  when  the  matter  came 
afterwardi  to  be  heard  by  the  grand 
jury,  they  held  that  it  was  not  an 
attempt,  but  an  actual  commission, 
of  the  fact ;  and  a  bill  was  found 
accordingly. 

When  the  colonel  was  committed 
to  Newgate  he  was  loaded  with 
heary  lettcn;  but  he  soon  pur- 
chased a  lighter  pair,  and  paid  for 
the  use  of  a  room  in  the  prison, 
and  for  a  nan  to  attend  him. 

Colodel  Charteris  had  been  mar- 
ried to  the  daughter  of  Sir  Alexander 
Swinton,  of  Scotland,  who  bore  him 
one  daughter,  afterwards  married  to 
the  Earl  of  Wemys ;  and  the  earl, 
happouog  to  be  in  London  at  the 
time  of  the  abo?c«mentioned  trans- 
action, procured  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
colonel  was  admitted  to  bait. 

When  tit  trial  came  on  every 
art  was  used  to  traduce  the  charac- 
ter of  the  prosecutrix,  with  a  vieW 
to  destroy  the  force  of  her  evidence ; 
but,  happily,  her  character  was  so 
fair,  and  there  was  so  little  reason 
to  think  that  the  had  anv  slnbter 
▼iew  In  the  prosecution,  that  ereiy 
artifice  failed;  and,  after  a  long 
trial,  hi  whidi  the  facts  were  proved 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  jury,  a 


verdict  of  guilty  was  given  against 
the  colonel,  who  received  sentence 
to  be  executed  in  the  accustomed 
manner.* 

On  this  occasion  Charteris  was 
not  a  little  obliged  to  his  son.in. 
law.  Lord  Wemys,  who  caused  the 
Lord  President  Forbes  to  come 
from  Scotland,  to  plead  the  cause 
before  the  privy  comcil ;  and  an 
estate  of  300/.  per  annum  for  life 
was  assigned  to  the  president  for 
this  service. 

At  length  the  king  consented  to 
grant  the  colonel  a  pardon,  on  his 
settling  a  handsome  annuity  on  the 
prosecutrix. 

Colonel  Charteris  was  tried  at 
the  Old  Bailey  on  the  26th  of  Fe- 
bruary,  1730. 

After  his  narrow  escape  from  a 
fate  which  he  had  so  well  deserved 
he  retired  to  Edinburgh,  where  he 
lived  about  two  years,  and  then 
died  in  a  miserable  manner,  a  victim 
to  his  own  irregular  course  of  life. 

He  was  buried  in  the  family 
vault,  in  the  churchyard  of  the  Orey 
Friars  of  Edinburgh  ;  but  his  vices 
had  rendered  him  so  detestable, 
that  it  was  with  some  difficulty  he 
was  committed  to  the  grave;  for 
the  mob  almost  tore  the  coffin  in 
pieces,  and  committed  a  variety  of 
irregularities,  in  honest  contempt 
of  such  an  abandoned  character. 

Soon  after  Charteris  was  con- 
victed a  fine  mezzoiiato  print  of 
him  was  published,  representing  him 
standing  at  the  bar  of  the  Old  Bai. 
ley,  with  his  thumbs  tied ;  and  un- 
der the  print  was  the  following  in- 
scription : 

Blood !        mutt  a  coIodoI,  wilh  a  lord's 

estate, 
Be  tliiis  obnoxiooi  to  a  tcouadrel'i  fitte  ? 
Brought  to  the  bar,  and  feataac'd  from  the 

bench, 
Ooly  for  raTbhiog  a  conutry  wench? 


•  At  Exeter,  on  the  5lh  of  October,  1153,  an  unworthy  minister  of  die  Holy  Gospdl, 
the  RereieDd  Peter  Vine,  was  banged  for  committing  a  cnme  of  thu  nature. 
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SmA  oMii.  of  bmuMroMCC  no  mnn. 

Shi^    th«ir  £«cnHMW  tiun   b^    laws  b« 

SmU  they  be  acoMaCafaC*  m  «incv  jnries 
For  tkis  or  f  cdMr  piesMiire^ — hmii  wmd 

dwMgh  ^iiXaii^  woald  run    a 


,  vlira  aii  » 


Bat  the  aoit  feme,  jct  jvst, 
chwactcr  of  Ckartem  was  vrtttca 
bf  tibe  cdcbratsd  Dr.  AitadMMt, 
wirnd  h  campmed  ia  tke  foBoviBg 


Here  ficclb  elw  be^r  of  Coiooei 

DOS  FRJINdbCO.*! 

Wko,  wicb  an  ioicxiUe  tnmtamcj, 

Aa4  inimitable  oaifbnBitj  o(  Ufe» 

Frrwccd,  m  spite  of  sge  tod  iulrmirj. 

1a  lh«  practice  of  ercrj  ksmes  vice, 

Cxceptiiic  pradiipLt J  aad  kj  pocrioj ; 

Hm  insatiable  avanca 

Eacapf  lAf  htm  firom  the  firsT, 

And  ka  satchIrM  iia|Mdencc 

Fr««  fbe  latter. 

Hot  was  be  BMire  siagalar 

lo  tbal  aadtviaaiBf  vicawMnen  of  file 

TbaA  lacccaofol  in  4cc«aalatiag  wealth, 

Havini;, 

Witboat  trtuft  of  pvblic  mooej.  bribe. 

Worth,  terrice,  traifte,  or  profetuon, 

Acqoirrd,  or  rather  created, 

A  aiioifterial  estate. 

AoMOg  the   singolaririei  uf  his  life  and 

fort  one 

Be  it  likewise  cocDemniorated, 

That  he  wa»  the  uoijr  person  in  his  tiow 

Who  woold  cheat  withoot  the   mask  of 

honcsij; 
Who  woold  retain  his  primeval  meanness 


And  who  navfns  dnrac, 
Smaeilkin^  word! 
Waaono 
for  wbar  he  had  auc 
Thiitk  itoc,.  imfioDinc 
Hjb  liilr  MM  fa  11  on  maBkr 


Bi» 

ThaChcoifbt 
To  this  «uf  fofsre  sfcs 


is  held  ia  the  sight 
Of  the  ALVIGHTT. 

Bj  bis  bestowing  it  9m 


Ol'aUtbe 
Of 


It  is  imponible  to  mottiiplate 
Ac  dharaeter  of  tUi  wretdi  without 
tke  bighot  degree  of  io^Bation. 

A  gmablrr,  aa  asarer,  aa  op. 
|iressor,  a  rarisber !  wbo  soagbt  to 
BMke  eqaallj  die  follies  of  wea  aad 
the  persons  of  wtnaca  sabserrtcat 
to  his  passions;  to  the  basest  of 
passions — ararice  and  last ! 

It  woald  be  aa  afroot  to  onr 
readers  eren  to  caatioa  tbeai  against 
followiaf  so  execrable  an  enmple ; 
for  sard  J  the  worM  will  ncfcr  pro- 
duce two  soch  indindaals  u  Colonel 
Charterts  :  bat  honest  detestation 
may  be  allowed  to  take  place ;  and 
it  b  some  proof  of  rirtae  to  despise 
the  wicked. 


SIR  SIMON  CLARKE,  BART.  AND  LIEUTENANT  ROBERT 

ARNO'IT, 

CONTICTEO  OF  BIGBWAT  ROBBCRT. 


TiTLESi  honours,  and  high.sonnd- 
ing  names,  have  been  debased  to 
such  a  pitch,  that  their  bearers  hare 
ercn  become,  as  in  this  instance, 
subjects  for  criminal  chronology. 

The  law,  regarding  the  nature  of 
our  common  title  in  society,  places 
rnvn  upon  a  level;  and  under  this 


right  wc  show  neither  faroar  nor 
affection  in  handing  to  posterity 
the  methods  taken  by  indiridaali 
to  violate  that  excellent  code.  The 
meanest  member  of  our  conntry  is 
free  as  the  titled  one,  and,  like  him, 
cannot  be  adjudged  guilty  but  hy 
his  peers,— that   is,   his  equals, — 


^ 


>  •( 


*  Francis  Charteris. 


\ 
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tommoners  by  a  jury  of  tncUte 
men,  aiul  lords  by  the  House  of 
Lordsi. 

Sir  Simon  Clarke  and  Ueutcnant 
Robert  Arnott  were  tried,  and  con- 
victed of  a  highway  robliery,  at  an 
assise  held  at  Winchester.  We  bate 
shown  the  render  that  unrigs  train, 
ed  gusts  of  passion  buTe  brouf^ht 
some  noblemen  to  the  gallows; 
and  others  have  been  led  to  the 
block  for  treason ;  but  still  more 
hare  escaped  their  merited  fate 
through  influence.  No  man,  how. 
ever,  of  title,  do  we  remember  to  be 
br4iught  to  ignominy  for  a  robbery, 
in  the  common  course  practised  by 
high waymen,  save  Sir  SimunClarke; 
and  no  mercy  should  be  extended 
towards  those  favoured  by  fortune 
after  the  commission  of  so  despica- 
ble a  crime. 

The  influence  eierted  in  behalf 
of  this  culprit,  and  hi5  coadjutor  in 
iniquity,  almost  smothered  the  pro. 
mulgation  of  the  trial.     We,  how. 


ever,  in  the  course  of  our  re. 
searches,  found  it  named  in  one  of 
the  best  publications  of  that  day, 
lite  Gentleman^ 8  Magazine^  which, 
for  the  month  of  March,  1731,  con- 
tains the  following  information  : 

*  Came  on  at  Winchester,  the 
trials  of  Sir  Simon  Clarke,  Barl* 
and  Lieutenant  Robert  Arnott, 
who  were  convicted  of  a  rubbery 
on  the  highway.  A  numerous  con. 
course  of  gentry  were  present.  Sir 
Simon  made  a  most  pathetic  and 
moving  speech,  which  had  such  an 
eifoct,  that  there  ^as  scarce  a  dry 
eye  in  the  Court.  The  high  sheriff 
and  grand  jury,  considering  the  an- 
tiquity, worth,  and  dignity,  of  Sir 
Simon's  ancestors,  the  services  they 
had  done  their  king  and  country, 
together  with  the  youth  and  melaol 
choly  circumstances  of  that  un- 
happy gentleman,  agreed  to  address 
his  majesty  in  their  behalf ;  upon 
which  a  reprieve  sine  die^  which 
implies  forever,  was  granted  them.* 


ROBiaiT  IRWIN, 

KXECUTED    FOR    MURDEK. 

Im  the  fate  ot  (his  man  we  have     Uaymarket,  and  where  Irwin  had 


anoth  r  instance  of  the  tormenting 
ionpnlse  which  impels  murderers, 
who  have  escaped  the  punishment 
awaiting  such  as  shed  innocent 
blood,  to  return,  as  it  were  invo- 
luntarily, to  make  atonement  for 
the  horrid  crime. 

This  hoary  sinner  was,  at  the 
time  of  his  committing  the  murder 
in  question,  a  soldier  in  the  second 
v^lioient  of  foot-guards;  and,  on 
the  evening  of  the  perpetration  of 
the  fatal  deed,  he  had  been  drinking 
Geneva  with  a  comrade  of  the  name 
of  John  Briggins :  after  whicb 
they  went  together  to  a  gaming- 
house called    the  Phceniz,  in  the 


some  time  held  the  ofl^ce  of  door- 
keeper.* Ringing  the  bell,  one 
Piercy,  who  had  succeeded  Irwin 
as  door-keeper,  opened  the  wicket; 
but,  seeing  who  it  was,  said  he  had 
orders  not  to  let  him  in,  as  he  had 
already  been  turned  out  for  breed- 
ing quarrels  and  disturbances.  En. 
raged  at  this  language  from  the 
man  who  had  supplafited  him,  he 
drew  his  bayonet,  pushed  it  through 
the  wicket  into  the  very  heart  of 
Piercy,  and  then  made  his  escape. 
Hearing  the  next  morning  that  the 
door-keeper  of  the  Phcenix  had 
been  munlered,  he  determined  to 
desert  his  regiment,  which  heimme- 


*  Soldiers  in  the  guards,  for  long  and  faithful  services,  are  often  indulged  with  leave 
of  absence  from  duty,  inorder  to  allow  them  to  earn  a  littie  addition  to  tbair  pay,  whicfh 
alcat  but  ill  sopplies  the  comforts  desimble  to  old  age. 
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dUtely  did,  and  fled  to  Irclud, 
where  he  remaioed  loog  undiieo- 
Tered  among  his  reUtioni,  and 
might,  for  the  remainder  of  his 
wretched  life,  ha? e  continued  thus 
concealed,  had  his  mind  been  undis- 
turbed ;  but  his  situation  grew  irk- 
some, and  nobody  could  dissuade 
him  from  returning  to  London.  As 
u  reason  for  so  doing,  he  preten4» 
ed  that,  from  his  long  services  in 
the  army,  he  would,  on  application, 
be  made  an  out-peniioner  of  Chel- 
sea Hospital,  and  fancied  the  mur- 


der would  be  forgotten.  He  had 
not,  however,  been  many  days  is 
London,  before  he  was  met  by  oae 
John  Roberts,  who  caused  him  to 
be  apprehended.  He  was  tried  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  for  the  murder  of 
Piercy,  fire  years  after  the  commis. 
sion  of  the  crime,  when  his  M 
comrade  Briggins  appeared,  and 
swore  that  he  saw  Irwin  gire  the 
fatal  blow.  He  was  found  guilty, 
and  executed  In  the  year  1731, 
at  Tyburn,  where  he  confessed  the 
fact. 


a 

01 
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WILLIAM  SMITH, 

EXECUTED  FOR  HOaSE-STEALIMO. 


In  the  former  part  of  the  last 
century  horse-stealing  was  a  very 
common  offence.  Thieies  could  then 
dbpose  of  their  stolen  booty  with 
much  more  facility  than  at  present, 
the  laws  being  now  better  maintained 
and  carried  into  execution  than  for- 
merly. 

The  subject  of  the  present  ar- 
ticle was  not  only  a  stealer  of 
horses,  but  of  cattle  of  every  de- 
scription. Smith  was  bom  at  Cam- 
bridge, bred  a  clothier,  had  been  a 
soldier,  then  descended  to  the  post 
of  footman  to  a  private  family,  and 
from  that  lazy,  saucy,  kind  of  life, 
became  connected  with  horse- 
stealers. Owing  to  his  person  not 
being  known  in  the  scenes  of  their 
depredations,  he  for  some  time 
acted  as  the  receiver  of  the  gang. 
He  returned  some  of  the  stolen  pro- 
perty for  the  reward  offered,  cut 
out,  or  altered,  the  marks  of  others, 
and  drove  the  remainder  to  a  dis. 
tance  for  sale.  From  a  rich  farmer 
in  Essex  he  stole  four  fine  large 
colts,  and  gave  them  to  a  colonel  in 
the  French  service,  hoping  to  be 
rewarded  by  a  commission  in  his 
regiment;  but  Monsieur,  though 
he  liked  the  young  horses,  despised 
^e  ibief,  and  Smith  foand  that  bo 


had  been  outwitted.  He  afterwards 
defrauded  a  farmer  of  six  horses, 
pretending  to  purchase  them. 

Becoming  now  known  in  Essex, 
he  changed  his  depredations  to  Sur- 
rey, and  soon  cheated  a  farmer's 
widow  of  two  cows.  Haring  next 
stolen  a  horse  and  a  mare,  he  was 
about  tu  drive  the  whole  off  for 
sale,  when,  on  the  27th  of  May, 
1731,  he  was  apprehended.  The 
cows  were  found  yoked  together, 
and  tied  to  the  horses*  tails ;  and 
he  was  in  the  very  act  of  cutting  o€ 
the  ears  of  the  former,  in  order  to 
deface  them,  having  already  altered 
the  marks  of  the  horses. 

He  was  tried  for  the  offenoes 
committed  in  Essex  at  Chelmsford, 
and  found  guilty  of  felony  in  horse- 
stealing, ill  the  interim  between 
his  condemnation  and  exjsaotion  he 
gave  out  that  he  could  infoim  per- 
sons how  to  recover  the  property 
of  which  he  had  robbed  thesa,  and 
cheated  many  out  of  sums  of  money 
by  false  tales,  and  other  deceitful 
acts ;  and  the  produce  of  this  shock- 
ing depravity  he  wasted  in  drinking 
ai^  gaming,  which  shameful  prac- 
tices he  continued  to  the  day  of  his 
execution.  He  suffered  at  CheloM* 
ford,  along  with  ThooMM  Wilkr, 
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asother  hone-stealer,  on  the  13th 
of  August,  1731. 

At  the  next  assize  for  the  same 
countjr  a  third  horsestealer  was 
conficted  and  executed.  This  man's 
name  was  John  Doe^  against  wliom 
ikirttf^nine  bills  of  indictment  were 


found  by  the  grand  jury !  He  be- 
longed to  a  numerous  gang  of  de- 
predators,  who  stole  cattle  of  every 
description,  and  drove  them  to 
Smithfield  market,  in  London, 
where  he  had  the  effrontery  to  sell 
them. 


ROBERT  HALLAM, 

EXECUTED     FOR    MURDER, 


.Was  a  native  of  London,  and  in- 
tended  by  his  parents  for  a  mart, 
time  life,  in  preparation  for  which 
they  had  him  instructed  in  naviga- 
tion, and  then  apprenticed  him  to 
the  captain  of  a  trading  vessel.  He 
served  his  time  with  fidelity,  ac- 
quired the  character  of  an  able  sea- 
man, and  afterwards  went  on  board 
several  vessels  as  a  mate,  and  was 
held  in  great  reputation. 

On  his  return  to  London  he 
married  a  young  woman,  who  being 
averse  to  his  going  again  to  sea,  he 
purchased  two  of  the  Gravesend 
wherries,  and  continued  to  get  his 
Uviog  on  the  Thames  nine  years. 

His  family  being  increased  by 
several  children,  he  took  a  public 
house,  which  was  chiefly  attended  to 
hf  his  wife,  while  he  still  pursued 
hit  business  as  a  proprietor  of  the 
Gnvesend  boats. 

The  taking  an  alehouse  was  an 
unfortunate  circumstance  for  Hal- 
lam  ;  for  the  house  being  frequent- 
ed by  the  lowest  of  the  people,  and 
his  wife  being  addicted  to  drinking, 
the  place  was  a  perpetual  scene  of 
riot  and  confusion. 

Hallam,  returning  from  his  business 
OM  evening,  found  his  wife  intoii- 
ctted :  l>eing  Irritated  by  this  cir- 
cumstance, ho  expressed  his  senti- 
nents  with  great  freedom ;  and  she 
replying  with  some  warmth,  he  beat 
her  to  u  to  leave  evident  marks  of 
mentment  on  her  face. 

HaUam's  son  now  told  his  father 
thftt  a  watemna  who  lodged  in  the 


house  frequently  slept  with  his 
mother;  and  some  persons  present 
likewise  hinting  that  thb  was  pro- 
bable, from  certain  familiarities  they 
had  observed  between  the  woman 
and  the  waterman,  liallam  charged 
his  wife  with  being  unfaithful  to 
his  bed,  and  she  confessed  that  she 
had  been  so;  on  which  he  beat  her 
in  a  more  severe  manner  than  be- 
fore. 

Not  long  after  this  he  came  homo 
late  at  night,  and  knocked  at  the 
door ;  but,  no  one  coming  to  let 
him  in,  he  procured  a  laddec  to  get 
in  at  the  window ;  when  his  wife 
appeared,  and  admitted  him.  On 
his  asking  the  reason  why  she  did 
not  sooner  open  the  door,  she  said 
she  had  been  asleep,  and  did  not 
hear  him ;  but  she  afterwards  con- 
fessed that  she  had  a  man  with  her, 
and  had  let  him  out  at  a  back  win- 
dow before  she  opened  the  door  to 
her  husband. 

The  infidelity  of  llalhun's  wife 
tempted  him  to  equal  indulgence  of 
his  irregular  passions :  ho  had  illicit 
conneiions  with  several  women, 
and,  in  particular,  seduced  the  wifo 
of  a  waterman,  which  broke  the 
husband's  heart,  and  he  died  in  con« 
sequence  of  the  afiair. 

On  a  particular  night  Hallam 
came  home  very  much  in  liquor,  and 
went  to  bed,  desiring  his  wife  to  oiw 
dress  herself,  and  come  to  bed  like, 
wise.  She  sat,  partly  vndressed, 
on  the  side  of  the  bed,  as  if  afindd 
to  go  in ;  while  be  bectne  quite 
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enraged  at  her  paying  no  regard  to 
what  he  said.  At  length  she  ran 
down  stairs,  and  he  followed  her, 
and  locked  the  street-door  to  pre- 
tent  her  going  out.  On  this  she 
ran  up  into  the  dining-room, 
whither  he  likewise  followed  her, 
and  struck  hvr  several,  times.  Ho 
then  went  into  another  room  for 
hb  cane,  and  shr  locked  hini  in. 

£nraged  at  this,  he  broke  open 
the  door,  and,  seizing  her  in  his 
arms,  threw  her  out  of  the  window, 
with  her  head  foremost,  and  her 
back  to  the  ground,  so  that,  on  her 
falling,  her  back  was  broken,  her 
skull  fractured,  and  she  instantly 
expired.     A   person    passing  just 


before  she  fell  heard  her  cry  oat 
*  Murder!  for  God's  uke!  for 
Christ's  sake !  for  our  faaiilj't 
sake !  for  our  children's  sake,  don't 
murder  me,  don't  throw  me  oat  of 
the  window  !' 

We  gif  e  the  abo?e  drcumstancei 
as  what  were  sworn  to  on  the  tiial, 
in  consequence  of  which  (ho  jury 
found  IJail-jm  guilty,  and  be  reccifcd 
Si*ntence  of  death  :  but  the  prisoner 
denied  the  fact,  insisting  that  she 
threw  herself  out  of  the  window 
before  be  got  into  the  room  ;  and 
he  persisted  in  atowing  bis  inno- 
cence  co  the  last  hour  of  his  life. 
He  was  executed  at  Tyboniy  Fe- 
bruary 14,  1732. 


JOHN   HE  WIT  AND  ROSAMOND  ODERENSHAW, 


EXECUTED  FOU  MURDER. 


Tuot'oif  adultery  is,  by  holy 
writ,  denounced  a  crime  heinous  to 
God,  and  though  we  hate  daily 
instajices  of  the  shocking  enormities 
to  which  it  leads  the  unguarded, 
yet  are  virtue  and  modesty  con. 
stantly  outraged  by  the  commission 
of  this  offence  with  impunity.  No 
wonder,  then,  at  the  mischief  aris. 
ing  from  this  vice,  w  hen  eten  princes, 
who  are  bound  by  every  tie  to  hand 
down  to  the  meanest  members  of 
society  examples  worthy  of  emu. 
lation  alone,  seem  regardless  of  that 
commandment  of  God  which  says, 
*  Thou  shaltnot  commit  adultery.' 

John  Hewit  was  a  butcher,  and 
a  married  man,  at  Derby  :  and  Ro. 
saroond  Odercnshaw  servant  to  the 
landlady  of  the  Crown  public  house, 
at  Nun's  Green,  a  widow,  to 
whose  inordinate  desires  she  fell  a 
▼ictim,  baring  been  made  the  in- 
strument of  murdering  the  wife  of 
Hewit.  From  the  confessions  of 
these  malefactors  it  appeared  that 
Hewit  had  criminal  knowledge  of 
^h  the  landlady  and  her  servant 
TAe  former  of  tbe$m  aband«Ded 


women,  in  order  to  secure  her  para- 
mour to  herself  by  marrying  hin, 
determined  on  the  murder  of  Mra. 
Hewit.  To  this  horrid  end  she  pro- 
cured some  poison,  and  mixed  it  in 
a  pancake,  which,  through  promisea 
of  reward,  she  prevailed  upon  the 
servant  to  give  to  Hannah  Hewit, 
who,  little  suspicious,  ate  heartily 
thereof,  until  she  was  seixed  with  a 
pain  in  her  stomach,  and,  vomiting 
a  part  of  the  contents  in  the  yard,  a 
pig  that  ate  of  it  soon  died,  and  the 
unfortunate  woman  herself  expired, 
in  excruciating  torments,  at  the  end 
of  (hreehours.  While  thedevoted 
victim  ate  the  poisoned  food  the 
hardened  landlady  appeared  to  be 
composedly  ironing  some  clothes 
in  the  parlour,  yet  this  instigator  of 
the  foul  deed  escaped ;  while  the 
husband,  who  was  proved  to  have 
been  accessory  to  the  crime,  and 
the  servant,  alooe  met  their  just 
punishment.  The  condemned  fe- 
male reprobate,  a  short  time  pre- 
vious to  her  execution,  confessed 
that,  through  the  persuasion  of  her 
mistressi  she  had  some  weeks  be* 
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fwre  ptit  polion   into  the  broth  of  child,  kppamiUr  teren  raontbi  old, 

Mn.   Hewil,  but  not  in  lufficieat  wereMcordinftljroaod. 

qnintit/  tn  produce   the  Intended  Thii  miierabl*  man  and  womBn 

effect;  and   that  ihe  had  borne  a  provided  ihenuelTCA  with  ■  ihroud 

bailard  child,  which  the  mnrderud,  each,  in  which  Uiej  walked  to  the 

and  baried   (he  body  la  a  certain  gallows,  where  thcj'  died  peniteat, 

ipot  which  ihc  deicribcd  ;  oa  dig-  and  cunreutng  their  guilt,  on  thB 

ging  the  ground,  the   bone*  of  a  SOth  of  March,  I73S. 


n'atlcr  ptitti  M  Dtatk  ty  M(  Mt* 


i*  JOHN  WALLER,  4U>5  TREVOR, 

it  '  PILLOBIED  FOIt  PEKJUKV. 

*                Thc  pillorj  is  an  engine  made  of  Greek  words,  signifying  <  to  look 

>ood,  to  punish  offender*,  by  ei-  through    a    dooi;'     because    oao 

poiing  then)   to  public  riew,  and  standing  on   the  pillorr  puts   hii 

readering  them  infamous.     There  head,  as  it  were,  through  a  door, 

■lailatateof  the  pillory  51  Henry  This  proBinate  wretch.  Waller, 

III.;  and  by  statute  it  la  appointed  to  robbery  added  iheitill   greater 

for  bakers,  forettallem,  and  those  lin  of  accniing  the  innocent,  in  or. 

vhoiiefalse  weights,  peijury,for>  der  to  receirc  the  reward  in  cerbio 

gery,  &c.  -Lordfof  Leeb  aro  to  cue*  attending  confiction.    The 

hareainllory  and  tumbrel,  or  it  will  abominable  dealer  in  human  blood 

bethecanteofforfettureoflheleet;  was   tried  at  the  Old   Bailey  for 

and  a  Tillage  may  be  bound  by  pre>  robbing,  on  the  highway,  one  John 

seriptlon  to  proride  a  pillory,  &c.  Edglin,  and  afterwards,  under  tho 

The  uane  i*  derircd  from   two  name  of  John  TroTor,  giving  » 
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lidfleevUnee  agaimt  the  said  Joka 
Edglin,  vbenebj  bis  life  viglil  bave 
beooae  forfetled  to  tbe  abased  lavi 
of  the  coaatfj.  Oa  Cbe  latler 
chargf  he  was  foaad  gailtj. 

Il  appealed,  oa  Chit  awmoraUe 
liialylhat  Waller  oiadeita  practice 
to  go  the  circaiCs  as  regalarijas 
the  j  edges  aod  coaosel,  and  to 
awear  robberies  against  sach  as  he 
deefd  fit  objects  for  his  parpose, 
f rooi  no  other  motife  than  to  obtain 
the  reward  giYen  bj  each  coaaty 
for  the  apprehensioa  and  confic- 
tioo  of  rriiaiaals  for  highvaj  rob- 
heries  aod  other  offences  therein 
ooaiButted. 

Thesenteace  of  the  Conrt  was^that 
heshoold  pajr  a  fine  of  twenty  marks, 
and  be  iaprisoaed  f or  the  leim  of  two 


▼ears,  aad  at  the  expiraiioa  thereof 
to  find  go  3d  and  saficient  secaritjr 
for  his  good  behavioar  dariag  ths 
remainder  of  his  life ;  that  he  da 
stand  twiee  in  and  apon  the  pillory, 
bareheaded,  with  his  crime  written 
in  large  characters ;  and  that  he  da 
alio  stand  twice  belore  the  pillorj, 
likewise  bareheaded,  oae  hoar  caich 
time. 

On  Tuesday,  the  13th  of  Jane, 
173^  thu  wicked  man  was  pat  in 
the  pillory,  parsnant  to  hb  sen- 
tence,  at  the  Se? en  Dials,  in  Lon^ 
don  ;  where,  so  great  was  the  in- 
dignation of  the  popalaoe,  that 
they  pelted  him  to  death ;  and  the 
day  after  the  coroner's  inqnest 
gSTO  a  f  erdict,  <  Wilful  marder 
by  persovu  unknown.' 


ELY  HATTON, 

EZBCUTSD  rOR  MOKDEa. 


Slt  Havto!!  was  indicted  at  the 
asskes  held  at  Gloacester  in  Aa- 

gnst,  ITJSy  for  the  wilful  murder 
of  ThoBMS  Tarberrille,  a  carpen- 
ter. It  was  giren  in  eridence  that, 
on  the  Mth  of  April  preceding,  the 
deceased  was  foaad  in  his  work- 
shop,  with  his  brains  dashed  out, 
and  his  skull  chopped  in  pieces  with 
a  broad  axe,  which  lay  near  his 
body,  corered  with  blood.  Suspi. 
cion  falling  upon  Hatton,  he  was 
apprehend^,  haTiog  made  no  effort 
to  erade  justice.  The  proof  against 
him  was  little  more  than  circum- 
stantlal.  It  appeared  in  cTidence 
that  when  the  prisoner  was  appre- 
heodcd  he  wore  a  shirt  and  pair  of 
stockings,  the  property  of  the  de- 
ceased. His  coat  was  stained  with 
Mood,  and  many  other  circum. 
stances  were  adduced,  which  left  no 
doubts  In  the  minds  of  the  jury. 
The  accused  acknowledged  that  he 
had  been  in  company  with  the  de- 
ceased on  the  CTCning  of  his  death ; 
ibMibe  went  with  him  Co  a  certain 


eminence  near  the  town  to  view 
some  deer,  and  there  they  parted ; 
that  the  shirt  he  had  on,  when  ap. 
piehended,  was  his  brother^s ;  but 
this  was  a  falsehood,  and  ahme  saf. 
ficient  to  fix  guilt  epoa  blab  He 
was  incaatious  enough  to  call  a  wit- 
ness in  his  behalf,  who  serfcd  only 
to  tend  to  his  couTiction  ;  for  this 
witness  declared  that  he  verily  be- 
liered  him  guilty  of  the  murder. 
The  prisoner's  defence  also  Taricd 
from  his  account  on  his  examina- 
tion before  a  justice  of  peace,  when 
be  deelared  that  the  shirt  in  ques. 
tion  belonged  to  his  father. 

As  no  farther  light  was  thrown 
upon  the  circumstances  attending 
the  murder  of  Turbenrille,  it  may 
be  fairly  presumed,  notwithstand- 
ing the  proof  was  not  positive,  that 
Batton  justly  underwent  the  sen- 
tence  of  the  law. 

The  editor,  however,  lecoUecti 
a  story,  although  he  cannot  state 
the  names  of  the  pmrties,  where  in 
InaoceDtmaa  sniieied  ia  France, 
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on  a  charge  of  murder,  and  which 
should,  at  all  efents,  caution  jury^ 
men,  when  sitting  on  the  life  or 
death  of  a  feliow-creature,  to  be 
eztremelj  guarded  in  giving  their 
Terdict  of  guiltj  upon  circumstan- 
tial cTidence  alone.  A  gentleman 
was  found  murdered  in  his  own 
house, and  bj  his  own  sword.  Some 
penons,  coming  to  the  house  just 
after  the  barbarous  deed  had  been 
committed,  were  shocked  at  seeing 
his  serrant-man,  in  great  conster- 
nation, running  out,  with  a  bloody 
sword  in  his  liand.  So  great  was 
his  agitation,  that  he  gave  an  inco- 
herent account  of  the  transaction, 
and  was  secured.      A  surgeon  was 


sent  for,  who  found  the  master  dead, 
and,  comparing  the  wound  with  the 
sword,  declared  that  the  weapon,  or 
oneeiactly  similar,  caused  his  death. 
This,  with  the  proof  that  there  had 
been  quarrels  between  the  deceased 
and  the  prisoner,  was  the  erideoee 
gl?en  on  the  trial ;  and  he  was 
found  guilty,  and  executed.  Some 
years  afterwards  a  late  neighbour 
of  the  murdered  man  lay  on  hii 
death-bed,  and,  when  his  confessor 
came  to  administer  what  CathoHcs 
call  the  extreme  unction^*  he  con. 
fessed  that,  having  had  a  dispute 
with  him,  he  entered  his  house  pri- 
vately, and,  in  revenge,  killed  1dm, 
as  already  has  been  described. 


ELEANOR  BEARE. 

CONVICTBO  or  PROCURING  ABORTION  IN  WOMEN. 

In    our  dreadful  catalogue    of    let  it  therefore  suffice  to  quoto  tho 


cnmes,  committed  by  man  upon  his 
fellow-creatures,  none  is  attended 
with  more  pernicious  consequences 
to  society  than  that  which  we  now, 
with  much  reluctance,  are  about  to 
describe.  The  hope  that  this  rela- 
tion will  cause  every  female  to  re- 
flect, with  detestation,  on  a  wretch 
who  could  m:ilie  such  murderous 
practices  a  kind  of  business,  alone 
determines  us  to  give  a  place  to  the 
case  of  this  abandoned  woman. 

On  the  16th  of  August,  1732, 
Eleanor  Beare,  wife  of  Ebenezer 
Bcare,  of  the  town  of  Derby,  la- 
bourer, was  tried  before  a  most 
mwdcd  Court,  for  procuring  abor- 
tion in  women. 

We  forbear  following  the  re- 
porter of  this  trial  through  the  evi- 
dence adduced  against  the  prisoner ; 


speech  of  the  counsel  for  the  proio* 
cution  on  opening  the  case,  which 
was  as  follows : 

^  Grentlemen  of  the  Jury, 
<  You  have  heard  the  indictment 
read,  and  may  observe  that  fhii 
misdemeanor,  for  which  the  pri» 
soner -stands  indicted,  is  of  a  most 
shocking  nature.  To  destroy  the 
fruit  iu  the  womb  carries  something 
in  it  so  contrary  to  the  natural  ten- 
derness of  the  female  sex,  that  I  am 
amas&ed  how  ever  any  woman  should 
arrife  at  such  a  degree  of  impietr 
and  cruelty  as  to  attempt  it  in  suck 
a  manner  as  tlie  prisoner  has  done. 
It  has  really  something  so  shocking 
in  it,  that  1  cannot  well  display  tiM 
nature  of  the  crime  to  yon,  but 
must  leave  it  to  the  evidence.  It  it 
cruel  and  barbarous  to  the  last  de» 


This  ceremony  of  the  Catholic  faith  is  thus  performed  : — A  priest,  when  sammoned 
ftv  thtt  parpose,  forms  a  procession,  consisting  of  an  oblong  canopj  of  cloth,  borne  by 
foir  of  the  infeiior  clergy,  nnder  which  he  walks,  preceded  by  a  boj,  bareheaded,  fii^ 
Uiag  a  Uttle  bell  ;at  the  sound  of  which  paasengers  prepwe  to  pay  it  doe  resped.  Thmf 
mel  down  as  it  passes  them,  crote  their  Ibreheads,  and  touch  their  breaiCs,  lepeatiag  e 
pnyer.  .  Arrived  at  the  dying  persons'  abode,  the  priest  receives  their  coofeasioiui»  and 
<hai,  iDTttmall  gratuity,  absiilves  them  ef  their  sins,  and  declares  that  their  souls  will  be 
>se«?«d  iBhra? en.   A  happy  rdigioa  for  those  who  en  have  fiith  in  tacb  lepemitidn  \ 
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gree,  mnd  attesded  witli  the  greatett 
daoger  to  whoever  it  is  practucd 
open.' 

It  was  proTed  that  this  dangerost 
penoB  had  not  onlj  procured 
abortion  in  different  women,  bat 
etea  persuaded  a  man  named  Ni. 
cholas  Wilson,  upon  haring  a  quar- 
rel  with  hit  wife,  to  poison  her; 
and  for  this  purpose  gare  him  a 
deadly  powder,  which  the  man, 
more  humane,  instead  of  adminis- 
tering, dug  a  hole  in  the  earth,  and 
bnried  it. 

The  learned  judge  before  whom 
she  was  tried  was  greatly  moted  in 
snnuBing  op  the  et ideoce,  and  gir. 
ing  charge  to  the  jury.  Be  de- 
clared that  he  nerer  met  with  a  case 
so  barbarous  and  unnatural.  She 
was  sentenced  to  close  imprison, 
ment  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
and  to  stand  in  and  upon  the  pillory 
on  the  two  next  market-days  in  the 
town  of  Derby. 

Pursuant  to  this  sentence,  she 
was  exposed  in  the  pillory  three 
days  afterwards,  being  the  next 
market-day ;  when  the  populace 
expressed  their  indignation  by  pelt- 
ing  her  with  rotten  eggs,  and  any 
filth  they  could  collect ;    and  she 


m%ht  haTe  expiated  her  crime  with 
her  life,  had  »he  not,  in  straggling, 
disengaaed  herself,  and  jumped 
among  the  crowd,  from  whose  fury 
the  slMriff 's  ofioen  with  great  difi. 
cuity  rescued  her. 

The  next  week  she  was  again 
brought  out  of  prison,  and  pillo- 
ried.  As  soon  as  she  mounted  the 
plaffarm  she  kneeled  down,  and 
begged  mercy  of  the  still  outrage- 
ous mob.  The  executioner,  inding, 
from  her  struggling,  scune  dificulty 
in  getting  her  h^ul  through  the 
hole  of  the  pillory,  pulled  of  her 
head-dress,  and  therein  found  a 
large  pewter  plate,  beat  out  so  as 
to  fit  her  heaid,  which  he  threw 
among  the  spectators.  As  soon  as 
she  wau  fixed,  a  shower  of  eggs,  po. 
tatOL*8,  turnips,  &c.  assailed  her 
from  CTcry  direction  ;  and  it  was 
thought  she  would  not  be  taken 
down  alifp.  Ha?ing  expended  dl 
the  ammunition  of  the  abo?e  de- 
scription, stones  were  thrown, 
which  wounded  her  to  such  a  de- 
gree,  that  her  blood  streamed  down 
the  pillory.  This  somewhat  a  p. 
peased  the  resentmentshown  against 
her,  and  she  returned  to  gaol  a  spec, 
tacle  shocking  to  behold ! 


JAMES  QUIN,  ESQ. 

CONVICTED  OF  MAMSLAUGUTEU. 


This  celebrated  hero  of  the  sock 
and  buskin  was  born  in  King  Street, 
Coveot  Garden;  but  his  father, 
who  was  of  an  ancient  family  in 
Ireland,  was  induced  to  return  to 
his  natire  country  with  his  son, 
who  was  at  that  time  of  a  Tery  ten. 

derage. 

Quia  received  his  education  at 
Dublin,  and  afterwards  appears  to 
have  i>een  sent  to  London,  to  study 
law,  chambers  having  been  provided 
for  him  in  the  Temple.  Here  he 
feU  into  that  decoy  which  proves 
faiMi  to  so  aiMay  young  men  upon 


their  arrival  in  this  great  metropo. 
lis — dissipated  company.  Legal 
pursuits  were,  in  a  great  d^ree, 
abandoned,  and  our  hero  was  oft- 
ener  to  be  seen  at  the  theatres  than 
in  Westminster  Hall.  Ub  father 
dying  soon  after  this  period,  Qoin*s 
prospects  io  life  underwent  a  consi. 
derable  revolution,  arising  from 
circumstances  of  an  unusual  nature, 
connected  with  the  marriage  of  his 
father  and  mother,  the  latter  of 
whom  appears  to  have  miscalcu. 
latrl  respecting  the  death  of  a  for- 
mtT  butlMLiid)  who  hi^d  been  absent 
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from  her  many  years,  but  subse- 
qoently  returned  and  claimed  his 
MTife.  Thus  the  issue  of  her  union 
with  Mr.  Quin  l>ecoming  illegitima. 
tiled,  the  estate  of  that  gentleman 
seems  to  have  re? erted  to  the  next 
heir,  and  the  subject  of  this  narra* 
tife  found  himself  compelled  to  use 
his  own  resources  for  the  purpose 
of  pushing  his  fortune  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Quin's  inclinations  led  him 
to  attempt  the  difficult  and  preca- 
rious profession  of  the  stage ;  and 
the  theatre  at  Dublin  being  then 
struggling  for  all  establishment,  our 
youth  made  his  first  public  essay  in 
that  city  when  about  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  After  performing 
there  a  season,  he  was  adrised  not 
to  smother  his  rising  genius  in  a 
kingdom  where  there  was  no  great 
encouragement  for  merit;  and, 
adopting  this  suggestion,  he  came 
to  London,  and  was  immediately 
receif  ed  into  the  company  at  Drury 
Lane.  We  are  not  about  to  give  a 
long  dramatic  memoir,  by  following 
this  eminent  actor  through  all  the 
▼arieties  of  his  professional  career ; 
but  shall  concisely  state  the  outlines 
of  his  life,  and  the  unfortunate 
erenii  which  render  his  name  liable 
to  a  place  in  our  register. 

At  the  period  alluded  to  it  was 
usual  for  young  actors  to  perform 
inferior  characters,  and  to  rise  in 
the  theatre  as  they  displayed  skill 
and  inprof ement.  In  conformity 
to  this  practice,  the  parts  allotted  to 
Quin  were  not  calculated  to  procure 
much  celebrity  for  him.  Accident, 
howerer,  at  length  afforded  him 
an  opportunity  of  showing  his 
talents,  whieh  was  not  neglected. 
An  order  hating  been  gifen  by  the 
lord-chamberlain  to  re?if  e  the  play 
of '  Tamerlane,'  it  was  got  up  with 
great  magnificence;  but,  on  the 
third  night  of  its  performance,  the 
actor  who  sustained  Bqjazei  being 
taken  ill,  Quin  was  requested  to 


read  the  part,  which  he  did  Tery 
sncccKsfully,  and  afterwards  played 
it  repeatedly  to  the  great  satisfac. 
tion  of  the  audience.  He  noir 
quitted  Drury  Lane  to  embrace  a 
more  advantageous  engagement  at 
the  rival  theatre  then  established  in 
Lincolns'  Inn  Fields  (since  remoTed 
to  Covcnt  Garden),  and  here  his 
fame  rapidly  grew,  and  extended 
to  a  pitch  at  that  time  almost  un- 
precedented. 

During  our  hero's  continuance  in 
this  employment  he  was  consulted 
in  the  conduct  of  the  concern  by 
his  principal,  as  a  kind  of  deputy- 
manager.  While  thus  situated  a 
circumstance  took  placei,  the  rela- 
tion of  which  may  amuse  our  readers. 

An  author  of  most  refined  cdu- 
cation^having  written  a  tragedy  (one 
of  the  greatest  mental  works  of 
man),  put  it  into  Quin's  hand,  be<> 
hind  the  scenes,  when  dressed  in 
character,  and  ready  to  go  on  the 
stage.  The  mimic  hero  carelessly 
put  it  in  his  pocket,  there  left  it 
when  he  changed  his  dress,  went  to 
the  tavern,  and  thought  no  more 
of  the  circumstance.  The  anxious 
author's  pstience  at  receiving  no 
answer  being  exhausted,  he  applied 
to  Quin,  who,  with  much  sang 
ffoidy  answered  ^  That  it  would  not 
do.'  The  writer  therefore  requested 
that  his  manuscript  might  be  re- 
turned ;  and  on  this  was  told,  in  the 
same  easy  and  laconic  style,  *  That  it 
lay  in  the  window.'  The  mortified 
bard  hastened  to  the  spot  pointed 
out  by  the  dramatic  tyrant,  but,  in- 
stead of  his  tragedy, found  a  comedy. 
He  told  Quin  of  the  mistake,  who 
in  return  said,  ^  If  that  is  not  it,  I 
have  certainly  lost  it.'  ^  Lost  my 
tragedy !'  said  the  distressed  author. 
^  I  certainly  have,'  said  Quin  ;  ^  but 
here  is  a  drawer  full  of  tragedies 
and  comedies,  never  acted,  and  you 
may  take  any  two  of  them  in  the 
room  of  it !' 
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This  h  a  pntty  correct  picture  He  requested  that  the  bilb  of  tie 

of  the  treatment  which  aathort  re.  performance  might  saj  that  <  ths 

ceired  from  our  London  dramatic  part  of  Cato  would  be  attemptsd 

naaagers,  onless  backed  bjgold  or  by  Mr.  Quin,'  with  which  the  aa- 

Interest;  and  we  firmi  j  beliere  that  nager  complied.      The  audienee, 


cither  t>ne  or  the  other  can  readilj 
ensure,  not  only  the  performance, 
bat,  generallj,  the  success,  of  such 
wretched  patchwork  plagiarisms 
and  translations  as  are  called  mo* 
dem  pkys.* 

Mr.  Quin  subsequently  went  orer 
again  to  Dniry  Lane  Theatre,  and 
was,  until  the  appearance  of  Gar- 
rick,  in  1741 ,  generally  allowed  the 
foremost  rank  in  his  profession. 
Booth,  the  great  tragedian  who  pre. 
ceded  liim,was  no  more;  and,  among 
other  of  his  characters,  Quin  sue 
ceeded  to  that  of  Caio — a  part  in 
which  Booth  had  been  highly  po- 
pnlar  from  the  first  representation 
of  that  tragedy.  There  ncTer,  per- 
haps, was  a  dramatic  work  that 
more  engaged  the  public  interest. 
The  contending  parties  in  politics, 
on  scf  eral  nights  of  the  first  season 
of  its  appearance,  ranged  them. 
selTCs,  as  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
on  each  side  of  the  theatre,  alter, 
nately  applauding  the  patriotic  and 
loyal  speeches  with  which  it  abounds. 

Though  Booth  was  gone, '  Cato' 
was  soon' called  for,  and  Quin  pre- 
pared for  this  his  greatest  ordeal. 


pleased  with  his  diffidence,  receifcd 
him  with  great  applause,  which  ea» 
couraged  him  to  call  forth  his  ut- 
most eiertions.  W  hen  the  body  ef 
Cato*$  dead  son,  who  was  ihUn  In 
battle,  was  brought  upon  Ae  stage, 
upon  Quin's  repeating  the  Ibw 

'  Thanks  to  the  gods,  my  boj  bis  dooe 
his  doty  V 

the  audience  were  so  struck  with 
surprise  at  hb  energy,  feeliug,  and 
manner,  that,  as  it  were  witii  one 
accord,  they  exclaimed,  *  Booth 
outdone!  Booth  outdone!'  In 
dcllTcring  the  celebrated  soKloquy 
in  the  last  act,  the  audience  (feiy 
unusual  in  tragedy)  cried  *  En- 
core! encore!'  without  ceasing, 
until  he  repeated  it,  and  the  curtafai 
fell  under  the  greatest  burst  of  ap- 
plause. 

Though  Quin  had  recetred  these 
honours  by  his  representation  of 
the  rigidly  virtuous  Cato,  yet,  at  a 
future  time,  it  was  that  rery  per- 
formance which  was  the  cause  of  his 
being  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  jus- 
tice, the  particulars  respecting 
which  occurrence  we  shall  now  pro- 
ceed to  give. 


•  Tlie  writer  of  these  observations  was  present  at  Drurjr  Lane  Theatre  three  years 
ago,  to  witness  ti.e  first  performance  of  a  new  corned j.  It  was  called  'TheChwrie 
Man,'  and  was  the  avowed  prodaction  of  HoIcroO,  a  good  translator,  and  nofaeanwriUf. 
Never  could  an  audience,  withoac  actual  lomvlt,  pronounce  a  more  general  and  deserved 
damnation  ;  for  the  utmost  efforts  of  applauding  friends  were  instantly  silenced.  l(ct, 
amidst  hissings,  hoot  ings,  and  cursings,  it  was  given  out  for  a  second  representatioo;  «nd 
the  manager's  bills  for  the  next  day  announced  the  new  comedy  to  have  been  recited 
with  the  most  unbounded  applause  !  in  fine,  they  would  have  persuaded  the  pubnc  that 
<  The  Choleric  Man'  bad  wheedled  the  audience  into  a  good  humour.  It  was  f^^^ 
second  time ;  and  a  third,  in  this  kind  of  forced  progress,  of  course  tuccaeded,  being*  by 
ancient  custom,  the  author's  night.  Poor  Holcroft,  who,  by-the-by,  roust  have  sanc- 
tioned the  second  and  third  exposure  of  his  declining  faculties,  had  literally  empty 
benches — there  was  not  cash  enough  taken  to  pay  for  the  night's  consumption  of  wax 
and  oil. 

Mrs.  Lee,  who  about  the  same  time  bad  a  comedy  consigned  Co  the  same  fate»  though  a 

little,  and  but  a  litUe,  better  than  Holcroft's.  desired  it  might  be  withdrawn  before  its 

representation  was  three  parts  over,  the  audience  appearing  equally  unwilling  to  bear  it 

io  an  end.    Thui  it  may  be  said  of  Mrs.  Lee's  dramatic  writings,  that,  though  her  '  9'*7f' 

ter  of  Accidents' brought  her  credit  and  caih,her'I>ay  in  London'  vrodoccd  a  woeful  aight 
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One  efening  ao  inferior  actor, 
of  the  name  of  Williams,  came  to 
him  on  the  stage,  in  the  character  of 
the  Roman  messenger,  who  sajs— 
<  Caesar  sends  health  to  Cato ;'  but 
he  unfortunately  pronounced   the 
latter  Keeto^   which   so  affronted 
Quio,  that,  instead  of  giring  the  re- 
ply of  the  author,  he  said, '  Would 
he  had  sent  a  better   messenger.' 
This  so  greatly  incensed  Williams, 
that,  when  the.  scene  was  over,  he 
followed  Quin  into  the  green-room, 
complaining  of  the  injury  he  had 
sustained  in  being  made  contempti- 
ble to  the  audience,  and  thereby 
hart  in  his  profession,  and  conclud- 
ing by  demanding  satisfaction.  Quin, 
instead  of  either  apologizing  for  the 
affront,  or  accepting  the  challenge, 
Hwde  himself  merry  with  the  other's 
passion  ;  a  treatment  that  increased 
it  to  a  degree  pf  frenzy,  so  that, 
watching  under  the  Piazza  of  CovenC 
Grarden  as  Quin  was  returning  to 
his  lodgings,  he  drew  upon  him,  and 
the  assailed,  in  defending  himself, 
ran    the     unfortunate     Williams 
through  the  body,  which  killed  him 
upon  the  spot 

Qain  immediately  surrendered 
himself  to  the  laws  of  his  country, 
and  under  the  circumstances  here 
described,  which  were  proved  on 
hit  trial,  we  must  agree  with  the 
jury,  which  found  him  guilty  of 
manslaoghter  only. 

It  is  not  a  little  extraordinary 
that  the  subject  of  our  narrative 
was  engaged,  both  prewiously  and 
subsequently  to  the  above  transac- 
tion, in  personal  rencounters  with 
his  brother  actors,  notwithstanding 
his  goodness  of  heart  and  friendly 
disposition  made  him  generally  be- 
loved.  The  first  affair  alluded  to 
was  between  himself  and  a  per- 
former of  the  name  of  Bo  wen,  and 
terminated  fatally  to  the  latter. 
Upon  thb  occasion  Quin  likewise 
had  been  found  guilty  of  manslaugh- 


ter. It  appears  that,  on  tbe  17th 
of  April,  1718,  about  four  or  6fe 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.fiowen 
and  Mr.  Quia  met  accidentally  at 
the  Fleece  Tavern,  in  CornhllT. 
They  drank  together  lo  a  friendlj 
manner,  and  jested  with  eacb  other 
for  some  time,  until  at  length  the 
conversation  turned  upon  their  per* 
formanccs  on  the  stage.  Boven 
said  that  Quin  had  acted  TamerUme 
in  a  loose  sort  of  a  manner ;  and 
Quin,  in  reply,  observed  tliat  kfa 
opponent  had  no  occasion  to  value 
himself  on  his  performance,  sImo 
Mr.  Johnson,  who  had  but  seidott 
acted  It,  represented  Jacomo^  in 
^  The  Libertine,'  as  well  as  he  who 
had  acted  it  often.  These  obsenra* 
tions,  probably,  irritated  them  both, 
and  the  conversation  changed,  but 
to  another  subject  not  better  calcn- 
latcd  to  produce  good  humour-*- 
the  honesty  of  each  party.  In  the 
course  of  the  altercation  Boweo 
asserted  that  he  was  as  honeat  a 
man  as  any  In  the  world,  which  oc- 
casioned a  story  about  his  political 
tenets  to  be  introduced  by  Quia ; 
and,  both  parties  being  warm,  a 
wager  was  laid  on  the  subject, 
which  was  determined  in  favour  of 
Quin,  on  his  relating  that  Bowesi 
sometimes  drank  the  health  of  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  and  sometimes 
refused  it ;  at  the  iame  time  askwg 
the  referee  how  he  could  be  as  ho- 
nest a  man  as  any  in  the  world,  who 
acted  upon  two  different  principles. 
The  gentleman  nominated  as  urn- 
pire  then  told  Mr.  Bowen,  that,  if 
he  insisted  upon  his  claim  to  be  as 
honest  a  man  as  any  in  the  world, 
he  must  give  it  against  him.  Here 
the  dispute  seemed  to  have  ended, 
nothing  in  the  rest  of  the  conversa- 
tion indicating  any  remains  of  rs. 
sentment  in  either  party.  Soon  af. 
terwards,  however,  Mr.  Bommt 
arose,  threw  down  some  money  for 
his  reckoning,  and  left  the  compaoy. 
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In  about  a  quarter  of  ao  hour 
Mr.  Quin  was  called  oat  by  a  por. 
ter  tent  by  Bowen,  and  both  Qain 
and  Bowen  went  together,  first  to 
the  Swan  Tavern,  and  then  to  the 
Pope's  Head  TaTem,  where  a  ren- 
counter took  place,  and  Bowen  re. 
oeiTed  a  wound,  of  which  he  died 
on  the  ^lOth  of  AprH  following.  In 
the  course  of  the  crtdence  it  was 
sworn  that  Bowen,  after  he  had 
receifed  the  wound,  declared  that 
he  had  had  justice  done  him  ;  that 
there  had  been  nothing  but  fair 
play ;  and  that,  if  he  died,  he  freelj 
forgave  his  antagonist.  On  this 
evidence  Quin  was,  on  the  10th  of 
July,  found  guilty  of  maoslanghter 
onlj,  and  soon  after  returned  to  hb 
employment  on  the  stage. 

The  last  act  of  personal  hostility 
in  which  our  hero  was  engaged  was 
with  no  less  a  person  than  the  celc- 
brated  Theophilus  Gbber,who  at 
that  period,  owing  to  some  disgrace- 
ful  circumstances  respecting  hb  con- 
duct to  his  wife,  was  not  held  in  the 
most  respectable  light.  Quin's  sar- 
casm on  him  was  too  gross  to  be 
here  inserted :  the  circumstances 
of  the  duel  we  relate  in  the  words 
of  one  of  the  periodical  writers  of 
the  times : 

*  About  seven  o'clock  a  duel  was 
fought  in  the  Piazza,  Cotent  Gar. 
den,  between  Mr.  Quin  and  Mr. 
Gbber;  the  former  pulling  the 
latter  out  of  the  Bedford  coffee- 
house,  to  answer  for  some  words 
he  had  used  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Fleet- 
wood,  relating  to  his  refusing  to 
act  a  part  in  ^  King  Lear'  for  Mr. 
Quin's  benefit  on  Thursday  se'n- 
night  Mr.  Gibber  was  slightly 
woundrd  in  the  arm,  and  Mr.  Quin 
wounded  in  his  fingers.  After  each 
had  their  wounds  dressed,  they 
c^oie  into  the  Bedford  coffee-house 
^■mI  abused  one  another ;  bnt  the 
company  prevented   farther  mis* 


We  are  unwilling  to  dbmiss  thb 

subject,  though  some  may  think  it 

already  spun  to  too  great  a  length, 

without  noticing  the  progression  of 

the  rivalsliip   between  Quin  aad 

Garrick.     Like  counsel  at  the  bsr, 

thejrwere  professionally  violent  ene* 

mies,  but,  the  cause  once  decided, 

as  great  friends.     After  opposing 

each  other  many  seasons,  at  dif. 

fierent  houses,  they  were  engaged  at 

the  same  theatre,  and  the  tragedy 

of  the  ^  Fair  Penitent'  announced 

for  representation— the  part  of  ife. 

ratio  by  Mr.  Quin,  and  Lothario 

by    Mr.  Garrick.     To  see  these 

great  rival   candidates  for  pablic 

fame  on  the  boards  together  drew 

that  night  an  overflowing  house. 

The  play  began ;  the  audience  were 

big  with  ezpeclation;  and,  when 

the  heroes  met,  neither  could  utter 

a  syllable.      The  house  resounded 

with  applause,  while  the  opponents 

could  only  view  each  other  with  in. 

ward  dread.     After  a  long  panse, 

occupied  in  plaudits  from  tte  spec. 

tators,  they  tremblingly  began;  but 

soon  the  contest   rose  to  a  pitdi 

which,  perhaps,  has  seMoss  shioe 

been  witnessed. 

During  our  hero's  lastttlMSS^at 
Bath,  he  took  bark  in  sack  largv 
quantities,  that  it  oecasloaed  perpo^ 
tual  and  intolerable  thirst;  aai, 
conscious  that  he  should  soon  dis^ 
after  having  endeavoured  to  ■•¥# 
his  peace  with  the  Almighty,  he  de- 
termined to  pass  hb  few  short  days 
in  as  much  ease  as  possible.  Ho 
left  off  all  medicine,  and  for  a  little 
time  recovered  something  af  his 
wonted  spirits.  A  few  days  before 
he  died,  he  drank  a  bottle  of  claret ; 
but,  finding  his  end  now  fery near, 
he  said,  ^  I  wish  the  last  tragic  scene 
was  over,  and  I  hope  I  shall  go 
through  it  with  becoming  dignity.' 
He  lingered  very  little  longer  and 
died  with  resignation  to  the  Divine 
will,  greatlyregretted,  on  the  91st. 
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or  Janumry,  1766,  in  the  73d  year     recoril  of  Ms  worlh,  wrwte  the  fol- 
of  his  age,  ■f(i-r  hafinft  had  his  fall     lowing 
■hftrc  »t  >hf  vicisitiiiKk-i.  of  lifft— 
anil,   npon   the   whuk',   conferrnl 
credit  upon  Mr  profesiion. 

At  Quin  declined  thu  stagii,  the 


KPITAPH; 
'Tliiil  longiie  whicli  «l  IhcUblein 
AuJ  chirnird  llie  p'lUtic  lar,  ii  h« 


friendship  between   him  and  Gar-     ^"f" 
rkk  increated.    Whenever  the  for-     "'"■=' 
mer,  after  his  rellrcmcnt  to  Uath, 
paid  a  ihorl  tisil  tu  London,  Gar. 
rick't  housu  was  his  home.     When     A 
death  bail  deprifed   llic  «orld  of 
tbatfund  oramuiementand  dutight     •! 
which  they  had  ripcnenccd  from 
Qtia's  peTforroancei,  the    English     (^ 
llOTCtuf,   to    perpetuate    his   nic.     j, 
nory,  and  to  hand  to  posterity  a     t> 


rs  fjuin  ',   deign,  render,  to 
•Irenglh  ot  body,  force  at 


>t  mnald  homrer  a 


JOSEPH  POWIS, 

EZECUTXD  POIt  notnUItlEAEINO- 

J«tiPB  PowH  was  a  natire  of  St   MarUn't  Lane,  who   «u 

St.  HartlD'a  In  the  Fidds  ;  and  bii  marVable  for  hu  ingenaily. 

fctfc»  djinft  while,  he  waa  an  in-  The  father-in-law  golnK  to  ^r. 

fnl,  ki>  BOtWr  married  a  smith  in  flrnr, 

TOL,  t.  21 


Nomtaady,  with   naoy 
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other  ikilful  artists,  to  be  con. 
cernedin  an  iron  manufactory,  took 
Powis  with  him  when  he  was  only 
eight  years  of  age. 

They  had  not  been  long  here  be- 
fore the  father-in-law  reccifed  a 
letter,  adf  ising  him  of  the  death  of 
his  wife ;  on  which  he  left  the  boy 
to  the  care  of  an  Englishman,  and 
came  to  London  in  order  to  settle 
his  affairs,  but  soon  returned  to 
Normandy. 

The  scheme  in  which  they  had 
embarked  failing,  they  came  back 
to  England,  and  the  man,  marrying 
a  second  wife,  took  a  shop  in 
Chancery  Lane,  I^ndon,  and  sent 
young  Powis  to  school,  where  ho 
made  such  progress,  that  a  little 
time  ga?e  hope  of  his  becoming  a 
good  Latin  scholar. 

Bat  he  had  not  been  long  at 
school  before  his  father.in-law  took 
him  home,  to  instroct  him  in  his 
own  business  ;  and  hence  his  mb- 
fortanes  appear  to  haTe  arisen  ;  for 
such  was  his  attachment  to  litera. 
tore,  that,  when  he  was  sent  of  an 
errand,  he  constantly  loitered  away 
his  time  reading  at  the  stall  of  some 
bookseller. 

When  he  had  been  about  fonr 
years  with  his  father,  two  lads  of 
bis  acquaintance  persuaded  him  to 
take  a  stroll  into  the  country,  and 
they  wandered  throngh  the  Tillages 
a4JMent  to  London  for  aboat  a 
week,  in  a  condition  almost  starr* 
ing,  sometimes  begging  food  to  re« 
li^ethe  extremities  of  hunger,  and 
finally  compeHed  by  distress  to  re. 
turn  to  town. 

The  father-in-law  of  Powis  re- 
ceif  ed  him  kindly,  forgare  his  fault, 
and  he  continued  about  a  year 
longer  with  him ;  but,  haring  read 
a  number  of  plays,  he  had  imbibed 
such  romantic  notions  as  disquall- 
fisd  him  for  business. 

lagplred  with  an  idea  of  going  on 
ihe  BiagCy  he  o/Tered  his  services  to 


Mr.  Rich,  then  manager  of  CoTeot 
Garden  Theatre ;  but,  haring  re- 
peated some  parts  of  the  tragedy  of 
Julius  (xBsar^  Rich  told  him  ha 
was  disqualified  for  the  stage,  and 
adfised  him  to  attend  to  his  trade. 

Soon  after  this  Powis  a  second 
time  quitted  his  father.in-law,  and 
rambled  through  the  country  sone 
days  ;  but  returning  on  a  Sunday, 
in  the  absence  of  the  family,  he 
broke  open  a  chest,  and,  taking 
out  his  best  clothen,  agsin  de- 
camped. 

Nothing  being  missed  except  the 
boy's  clothes,  it  was  easily  judged 
who  must  be  the  thief ;  wherefore 
the  father-in-law  went  with  a  con- 
stable in  search  of  the  youth,  whom 
he  took  before  a  magistrate,  in  the 
hope  of  making  him  sensible  of  his 
folly. 

The  justice  threatening  to  ema. 
mit  him  unless  he  made  a  proper 
submission,  he  proaised  to  go  hone 
and  do  so;  but,  dropping  his  father- 
in-law  in  the  street,  he  went  to  an 
acquaintance,  to  whom  he  eoairao- 
nicated  his  sitaatioB|  and  akkad  his 
adfice  how  to  act.  fli*  friaad  ad. 
tised  him  to  go  hoaie,  arid  dis. 
charge  his  duty ;  bat  this  not  euit- 
ing  his  inclination,  and  it  bemg  mw 
the  time  of  Bartholomew  Fak,  be 
engaged  with  one  Miller  to  set  a 
part  in  a  faroe  eihlUted  at  SaM- 
field. 

His  next  adrenture  was  the  going 
to  Dorking,  in Surrey^withoaeDat- 

ton,  a  strolling  player,  by  whom  he 
'was  taught  to  expect  great  things ; 
but  Dutton,  having  previously  af- 
fronted the  inhabitants,  met  with 
no  encouragement ;  on  which  they 
proceeded  to  Horsham,  in  Sussex, 
where  they  were  equally  unsuc- 
cessful. 

Powhi  now  slept  in  a  hay-loft^ 
near  the  kitchen  of  an  inn,  and, 
being  almost  starred,  he  osed  to  get 
in  at  Ihe  window  and  steal  the  vie- 
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taals  wkile  the  family  were  in  bed.  In  a  few  minutes  both  the  men 

He  likewise  stole  a  new  pair  of  were  asleep;    on    which    Powis, 

•hdes  belonging  to  the  landlord;  thinking  to  escape,  attempted  to 

bat  the  latter,  soon  discofering  the  put  on   the   boots  ;    but,  making 

thief,  took  the  shoes  from  him,  and  some  noise,  the  landlord  heard  him, 

gaTO  him  an  old  pair  instead.  and,  coming  down  stairs,    Powls 

About  this  time  Dutton   took  aAected  to  slumber  as  before.    The 


j         Powis*s  clothes  from  him,  and  gare  landlord  awakened  the  guardians, 

him  others  that  were  little  better  and  bade  them  take  more  care  of 

than  rags.  their  prisoner ;  which  baring  pr9« 

Hafing  left  this  town,  they  put  mised  to  do,  they  soon  fell  asleep 

f         up  at  an  inn,  where  the  landlord  again. 

y         obliged  the  company  to  sleep  in  the  Oar  adrenturcr  now  took  the 

bay-k>ft,  admitting   none  but  the  boots  in  his  hand,  and,  getting  out 

,         managtr  to  come  within  the  house,  of  the  inn.yard,  ran  with  the  ut. 

j         At  ii%ht  Powis    crept    into  the  mast  eipedition  till  he  got  out  of 

I         kiteiraa,  deroured  the  remains  of  a  the  town,  and  then  drawing  on  the 

cold  pie,  and  stole  a  pair  of  boots  boots,  he  proceeded  on  his  journey 

I         and  a  pair  of  stockings,  with  which  to  London.     Ilowerer,  he  missed 

I         he  retreated  into  the  hay-loft.     He  his  way,  and,  getting  on  a  common, 

I          coMtiiMied  to  steal  provisions  soTcral  knew  not  bow   to  proceed;  but 

■ights,  till  the  landlord  and  Dutton  going  Into  a  cow-house,  in  which 

watehed,  with  loaded  guns,  in  ex-  was  a  quantity  of  flax,  he  lay  down 

pactmdon  of  the  thief,  who,  how.  to  rest.     In  the  morning  the  owner 

,         Ofier,  came  not  that  night.  of  the  flax  found  him,  and  inquir- 

Powijy  baring  obtained    a    few  ing  what  business  he  had  there, 

,         halfjpfmeebyooeofhispctty  thefts,  Powis  said  that,  being  Intoxicated, 

stole  oatfrom  the  hay-loft  to  drink  he  had  lost  his  way:  on  which  the 

at  a  public  house;  but  the  other  other  directed  him  into  the  right 

himUoid,  baiag  there,  knew  the  road,  and  our  hero  hastened  for- 

booti  to  be  hb ;  on  which  our  on-  ward,  in  the  apprehension  of  being 

fortimalie  adteatorer   hastily  re-  pursued. 

tfeated  to  his  loft,  where  he  expect-  Towards  evening  he  arrived  near 

ed  to  lie  secure ;  but  the  landlord,  Dorking,  but  did  not  enter  the 

Dattoby'aiid  others,  following  him,  town  till  it  was  nearly  dark.    As  de 

ioiiod  hfan,  aSMl  took  him  into  the  was  going  through  the  street  he 

kitchen  forexamlnation.  He  readi-  heard  a  door  open ;  and,  turning 

ly  confeMed  that  he  had  stolen  the  round,  a  woman,  who  had  a  candle 

irietaals;  on  which  he  was  deli-  io  her  hand,  called  him;  and,  on 

feiodlnto  the  custody  of  two  conn-  his  demanding  what  she  wanted, 

trymen  to  guard  bim  till  the  next  she  said  to  another  woman,  *  Sure 

;          dsy,  when  it  was  prx^poied  to  take  enongh  it  is  he.' 

k          Um  before  a  magistrate.  This  woman,  who  had  washed 

The  family  having  retired  to  bed,  the  players'  linen,  said  thht  two 

Powis  pretended  to  fall  fast  asleep ;  men  bad  been  in  pursuit  of  him  ; 

OA.  which  one  of  his  guards  said,  and  that  his  best  way  would  be  to 

^  How  (he  poor  fellow  rests,  not-  avoid  the  high  road,  and  get  to 

wUhitaiiding  his  mlifortnnes  ;*  to  London  some  other  way  with  all 

\         iHOch  the  other  said,    <  Let  me  possible  expedition. 

i         sleep  an  hour,  and  then  I  will  Powis  ImmediMdj  <ook  thbi  ad. 

««leh  while  yon  sleep.*  Tioe,  and,  qi^ttiag  tha  tarnpikt- 
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road,  got  to  a  farin.hoii^e,  where  he 
stole  some  books  and  other  trifle^ 
ate  some  pruTisioiiHi  and  then  pro- 
ceeded towards  London,  stopping 
at  Stock  well,  at  a  house  kept  by 
the  mother  of  his  father-in-law's 
wife.  All  this  happened  in  the 
night ;  but,  knowing  the  place,  he 
went  into  the  back  yard,  and  lay 
down  to  sleep  on  some  straw. 

Obserting  se?eral  threshers  come 
to  work  in  the  morning,  he  con. 
cealed  himself  under  the  straw  till 
night,  when  ho  crept  out,  went  to 
a  public  house,  drank  some  beer, 
and  returned  to  his  former  lodging. 

Inspired  by  the  liquor  he  had 
drank,  ho  began  to  sing,  which 
drawing  some  people  round  him, 
they  conducted  him  into  the  house. 

His  mother-in-law,  happening  to 
be  thereon  a  Visit,  spoke  with  great 
kindness  to  him,  and  adfised  him 
to  remain  there  till  she  had  com. 
muuicatcfl  the  affair  to  her  hus- 
band. 

In  a  few  days  the  father-in-law 
came  to  him,  and  expressed  his 
readiness  to  take  him  home,  if  he 
would  but  attend  his  business,  and 
decline  his  present  Tagrant  course 
of  life.  This  he  readily  agreed  to 
do,  and  continued  steady  during 
the  winter;  but  on  the  approach 
of  summer  be  again  left  his  friends, 
and  rambled  about  near  a  month, 
subsisting,  on  the  casual  bounty  of 
his  acquaintance. 

Falling  into  company  with 
Joseph  Paterson,  whom  he  had 
known  among  the  strolling  players, 
Paterson  engaged  him  to  perform  a 
part  in  the  tragedy  of  '  The  £arl  of 
Essex,'  at  Windmill  Hill,  near 
Moorfields,  which  was  then  the 
place  of  resort  for  the  lower  class 
of  spouters  in  and  near  London. 

The    part    of  Ltfrd   Burleigh 

being  assigned   to   Powis,  and  it 

being  intimated  in  the  printed  bills 

/hat  thh  pMft  WMM  to  be  porfomed 


by  ^  A  young  gentleman,  betag 
first  appearance  on  the  stage,'  the 
curiosity  of  th?  public  was  sobm-- 
what  excited,  *o  that  there  was  a 
full  hou^e.  Unfortunately,  Lord 
Burleigh  was  dressed  in  the  shab- 
biest manner  ;  and,  being  little  bet- 
ter than  a  compound  of  rags  and 
dirt,  it  was  with  some  difficulty  the 
minister  of  state  went  through  bis 
part,  amidst  the  laughter  and  ridi- 
cule of  the  spectatois. 

Returning  home  through  Lad- 
gate  Street,  after  the  play,  he  saw  a 
gentleman  who  said  he  had  dropped 
three  guineas,  but  had  picked  up 
one  of  them.  Powis,  happening  to 
find  the  other  two,^ept  one  for 
himself,  and  gafe  the  other  to  the 
owner,  who, -not  knowing  that  he 
had  retained  one,  insisted  on  his 
drinking  a  glais  of  wine,  and 
thanked  him  for  his  cifiKty. 

fieing  stopped  one  night  in  Chan- 
cery Lane  by  a  fiolent  shower  of 
rain,  he  climbed  oTcr  a  gate,  and 
got  under  the  shelter  of  a  peat- 
house  belonging  to  the  Six  Clerks' 
Office,  where  he  r^maiiled  till 
morning,  when  the  darks  came  to 
their  business,  and  he  was  then 
afraid  to  appear,  lest  he  should  be 
Uken  for  a  thief  from  the  shabbi- 
ness  of  his  dress. 

Leaning  against  a  plastered  wall, 
part  of  it  broke  ;  but,  as  the  place 
he  stood  in  was  fery  dark,  no  one 
observed  it ;  on  w  hich  he  rcsolfcd 
to  profit  by  the  accident:  in  con- 
sequence  of  this,  he,  at  night, 
made  the  breach  wider,  and  got 
into  the  office,  whence  he  stole  ux 
guineas,  and  about  fifty  shillings  in 
silfer. 

Having  spent  this  money,  he  de- 
termined to  join  his  old  compn- 
nions  on  Windmill  Hill ;  and,  in 
his  way  thither,  he  observed  afel* 
low  pick  a  countryman's  pocket  of 
a  bag  of  money  in  Smithfield ;  and 
a  cry  of « Stop  thief!'  being  imBUS- 
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ditttcly  circulated,  tlic  pickpocket 
dropped  Ihu  bag,  which  Powis 
took  up  unob^rfcd,  and,  rotir. 
ing  lo  a  public  house,  examined  its 
consents,  which  he  found  to  amount 
to  above  fifty  pounds. 

Having  put  the  money  in  hi< 
pocket,  he  threw  away  (he  bag,  and 
retired  to  his  lodgings.  This  money, 
«  greater  sum  than  he  had  ever  be 
fore  possessed,  was  soon  spent  in 
extravagance,  and  he  was  again  re- 
duced to  great  extremities. 
-  Thus  distressed,  he  got  into  the 
area  of  a  coffee-house  in  Chancery 
Lane,  and  attempted  to  force  the 
kilchen.window ;  but,  not  succeed- 
ing, be  secreted  himself  in  the  coal- 
cellar  till  the  following  evening, 
when  he  got  into  the  house,  and  hid 
himself  iu  a  hole  behind  the  chim- 
ney. 

When  the  family  was  gone  to 
rest,  he  stole  some  silver  spoons, 
and  about  three  shillings'  worth  of 
halfpence  from  the  bar,  and,  having 
now  fasted  thirty  hours,  he  ate  and 
drank  heartily  ;  but,  hearing  a  per* 
son  comedown  stairs,  he  pulled  otf 
his  shoes,  and,  retiring  hastily,  got 
into  a  hole  where  broken  glass  was 
kept,  by  which  his  feet  were  cut  io 
a  shocking  manner. 

It  happened  to  be  only  the  maid, 
servant  who  came  down  stairs  ; 
and,  going  into  the  kitchen,  Powis 
put  on  hb  shoes,  and  ran  through 
the  coffee-room  into  the  street. 
*  fieiog  again  reduced,  he  broke 
into  the  Chancery  Office,  where  he 
stole  about  four  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings, which  being  spent,  he  looked 
oat  for  a  fresh  supply.  Going  to 
St.  Donstan*s  Church,  at  the  time 
of  morning  prayers,  he  hid  himself 
in  the  gallery  till  night,  and  then 
stole  some  of  the  prayer-books, 
which  he  proposed  to  have  carried 
off  tiie  liext  morning,  when  the  sex- 
ton appeared,  who,  being  more  ter- 
rified than  the  thief,  ran  to  procuro 


the  assistance  of  another  man  ;  but 
in  the  mean  time  Powis  had  so  se- 
creted himself  that  they  could  not 
find  him  after  a  search  of  two  hours; 
they  therefore  at  length  gave  it  up, 
concluding  that  he  had  got  out 
through  one  of  the  windows.  .How. 
ever,  he  remained  in  the  cJuirch  all 
that  day,  and  at  the  hour  of  prayer 
next  morning  went  off  with  as  many 
books  as  produced  him  a  guinea. 

Oil  the  following  night 'he  visited 
an  acquaintance  in  Ham  Alley, 
Fleet  Street,  where  he  observed  a 
woman  deposit  some  goods  in  a 
room,  the  door  of  which  she  fa&t- 
ened  with  a  padlock.  On  this  he 
concealed  himself  in  the  cellar  till 
towards  morning,  when  ho  opened 
the  padlock  with  a  crooked  nail, 
and  stole  two  gold  rings  and  a 
guinea,  being  baulked  in  his  expec- 
tation of  a  much  more  valuable 
prize. 

One  of  the  prayer-books  which 
he  had  stolen  from  St.  Dunstan's ' 
Church  he  sold  to  a  bookseller  in 
the  Strand ;  and,  while  the  lady  who 
had  lost  it  was  inquiring  at  the 
bookseller's  if  such  a  book  had 
fallen  into  his  hands,  Powis  hap- 
pened to  sfop  to  speak  with  a  gen- 
tleman at  the  door;  on  which  the 
bookseller  said,  *  There  is  the  man 
who  sold  it  me;'  and  the  lady  re- 
plied,  ^  He  is  a  thief,  and  has 
stolen  it.' 

The  bookseller,  calling  Powis 
into  his  shop,  asked  if  he  had  sold 
him  that  book,  which  he  acknow- 
ledged ;  and,  being  desired  to  re- 
collect how  he  bad  obtained  it,  he. 
said  he  could  not;  on  which  the 
bookseller  threatened  to  have  him 
committed  to  prison  ;  but  the  lady, 
now  earnestly  looking  at  him,  asked 
if  his  name  was  Powis.  He  said  it 
was ;  on  which  she  burst  into  tears, 
and  said,  *  I  am  sorry  for  yon,  and 
for  your  poor  father ;  you  are  the 
cause  of  all  his  unhappiness.'    The 
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bookseller,  happening  likewise  to 
know  Powis*s  father,  delitered  the 
book  to  the  lady,  and  permitted  the 
young  thief  to  depart,  on  promise 
to  pay  for  it  on  the  following  day : 
bat  the  day  of  payment  ne? er  came. 

A  few  nights  after  thin  he  climbed 
np  the  sign-post  belonging  to  a  pas. 
try^cook  in  Tlect  Street,  and  got  in 
at  a  chamber.window,  whence  he 
descended  into  the  shop  ;  but,  not 
finding  any  money  in  the  till,  stole 
only  two  or  three  old  booka,  and 
filled  his  pockets  with  tarts,  with 
which  he  decamped. 

Galling  some  days  afterwards  at 
the  same  shop  to  buy  a  tart,  he 
found  the  people  of  the  house  en. 
tertaining  themscWes  with  the  idea 
of  the  duappointmeot  the  thief  had 
met  with ;  and  a  lady  who  lodged 
in  the  houie  produced  her  gold 
watch,  saying  she  supposed  that  had 
been  the  object  of  his  search. 

This  drcnmstance  encouraged 
him  to  make  another  attempt; 
wherefore,  on  the  following  night, 
ho  again  ascended  the  sign-post, 
and  got  in  at  the  window  ;  but, 
hearing  a  person  coming  down 
stairs  withont  shoes,  he  got  back  io 
the  sign-post,  descended,  and  ran 
off.  He  was  instantly  pursued^ 
but  escaped  through  the  darkness 
of  the  night* 

Chagrined  at  this  disappointment, 
ho  sauntered  into  the  fields,  and  lay 
down  under  a  hay-rick.  He  slum- 
bered awhile ;  but,  being  distressed 
in  mind,  he  imagined  be  heard  a 
Toice  crying,  '  Run,  run,  fly  for 
your  life;  for  yon  are  pursued, 
and  if  you  are  taken  you  will  bo 
hanged.'  He  started  with  wild 
affright,  and  large  drops  of  sweat 
ran  down  his  face,  occasioned  by 
the  agitation  of  his  mind. 

Finding  that  he  had  only  been 

disturbed  by  a  dream,  he  again  lay 

down ;  but  the  stings  of  his  con- 

science  coaiiaulag  to  goad  him^  he 


dreamt  that  a  person  caoM  to  hiss, 
saying,  <  Young  man,  you  most  go 
away  from  hence;  for,  were  I  l# 
suffer  you  to  reasain  here,  I  shoiM 
expect  a  judgment  to  fall  oa  BMt 
so  go  away,  or  I  will  fetch  a  coa- 
stable,  who  shall  oblige  yon  to  go.* 
Being  again  terrified,  he  walked 
round  the  hay-rick,  calling  mt 
^  Who  b  there  ?'  bnt  rcceifing  no 
answer^  he  lay  down  onee  moie,  and 
dreamt  that  his  father»in-hiw  stood 
by  him,  and  spoke  as  follows:-* 
'  O  son  !  will  you  nerer  take  warn- 
ing till  justice  Ofertakesyen?  The 
time  will  come  when  you  will  wish, 
but  too  late,  that  yon  had  been 
warned  by  me.' 

Unable  now  to  sleep,  through 
the  agonies  of  his  nund,  he  wan- 
dered about  till  morning, .  and  had 
formed  a  resolution  of  returning  ti 
his  father-in-law;  but  as  he  was 
going  to  him  he  met  an  old  ae* 
quaintance,  who  paid  him  a  debt 
of  a  few  shillings;  and,  going  to 
drink  with  him,  Powis  soon  forgot 
the  virtuous  resolutions  he  had 
formed. 

On  parting  from  this  acquaint- 
ance he  went  to  the  hoise  of  nn- 
other,  where  he  slept  fife  lionrs ; 
and  then,  being  extremely  hungry, 
went  to  a  puUic  house,  where  he 
supped,  and  spent  all  his  meneji 
except  eight-pence. 

Thus  reduced,  he  resol?ed  to 
make  a  fresh  attempt  on  the  Chan* 
eery-office,  for  which  purpeso  he 
broke  through  the  wall,  bnt  lonnd 
no  booty. 

In  the  mean  time  his  father-in- 
law  exerted  his  n  tmost  endeafonn  lo 
find  him,  to  consult  his  safety ;  and^ 
hating  met  with  him,  told  him  it 
would  be  imprudent  for  him  to  stay 
longer  in  London,  as  people  began 
to  be  suspidone  of  him :  wherd^ 
he  adf  ised  him  to  go  to  CambridgSi 
and  work  at  a  jonmeymnn  with  a 
sadth  of  his  ncqnwnlancni 
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Yonng  Powis  contenting,  the 
father  bought  hioi  new  clothes,  fur- 
nished  him  with  some  good  books, 
and  gafe  him  money  to  proceed  on 
his  journey.  He  now  left  the  old 
gentleman ;  but  soon  afterwards 
meeting  with  six  strolling  players, 
one  of  whom  he  had  formerly 
known,  they  sat  down  to  drinking ; 
at  which  they  continued  till  all 
Powis's  money  was  spent,  and  then 
he  sold  his  new  clothes. 

Our  yonng  adventurer  now  be- 
came so  hardened  in  guilt  that  there 
appeared  oo  prospect  of  bis  re- 
formation. One  Sunday  morning 
early  he  attempted  to  break  open 
the  house  of  a  baker  in  Chancery 
Jjane ;  but  the  family  being  alarmed, 
be  was  obliged  to  decamp  without 
hif  booty,  though  not  without  being 
known,  lliis  affair  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  father,  he  com- 
missioned some  friends  to  tell  the 
boy,  if  they  should  meet  him,  that 
he  was  still  ready  to  receife  him 
with  kindness,  if  he  would  mend  his 
conduct 

Powb,  being  now  very  much  dis« 
tressed,  applied  to  his  still  generous, 
relation,  who  advised  him  to  go  to 
the  West  Indies,  as  the  most  ef- 
fectaal  method  of  being  out  of  dan- 
ger ;  and  he  promued  to  furnish  him 
with  ncoissaries  for  the  voyage.  • 

AooepUiig  the  offer,  Powis  was 
properly  ittad  out,  and  sent  on 
board  a  ship  w  the  river,  where  he 
wasodsfiaedin  the  hold,  to  preteot 
his  escaping.  In  a  day  or  two  af- 
terwards he  was  allowed  the  liberty 
of  the  ship ;  but  most  of  the  seamen 
i>ow  gcwig  on  shore  to  take  leave  of 
their  friends,  he  resolved  to  seize  the 
opportnaity  of  making  his  escape^ 
oad  of  taking  something  of  vaJne 
with  him. 

WalUng  ilH  it  was  night,  he  breke 
open  a  chest  belonging  to  a  passen- 
ger, and,  having  stolen  a  hondpome 
suit  of  dothes,  he  took  the  oppor^r 


tunity  of  the  people  on  watch  going 
to  call  others  to  relievo  them  ;  and, 
dropping  down  the  side  of  the  ship, 
got  into  a  boat ;  but,  having  only  a 
single  oar,  he  was  unable  to  steer 
her ;  and,  after  striving  a  co;isider- 
able  time,  was  obligeid  to  let  her 
drive;  the  consequence  of  which 
was,  that  she  ran  on  shore  below 
Woolwich. 

Quitting  the  boat,  he  set  off  to^ 
wards  London  ;  but  near  Deptford 
he  met  with  two  men,  who  asked 
him  to  sell  his  wig ;  on  which  be 
went  to  a  public  house  with  them, 
where  they  told  him  that  a  friend 
of  theirs  had  been  robbed  of  such  a 
wig,  and  they  suspected  him  to  be 
the  robber.  Powis  saw  through  the- 
artifice,  and,  calling  the  landlord, 
desired  that  a  constable  might  be 
sent  for  to  take  the  villains  into 
custody ;  but  the  men  immediatel/ 
threw  down  their  reckoning,  and 
ran  off  in  the  utmost  haste. 

Our  adventurer,  proceeding  to 
London,  changed  his  clothes,  and 
took  to  his  former  practice  of 
housebreakiag;  in  which,  however^ 
he  was  remarkably  nnsucGOSsfuL 
Strolling  one  night  to  the  home 
where  he  had  forqaerlj  been  at 
Stockwell,  he  got  in  at  the  window^ 
and  stole  a  bottle  of  brandy,  a  great 
cpat,  and  some  other  articles ;  but 
the  family  being  alarmed,  he  woe 
pursued  and  ti^en. 

A*  he  was  known  to  the  people 
of  the  house,  they  threatened  to 
convey  hioi  to  the  ship ;  but  he  ex* 
presses!  so  much  dread  at  the  conse- 
quence, that  they  conducted  hin 
to  his  father-in-law,  whose  humanitjr 
once  more  induced  him  to  receive 
the  returning  prodigal  with  kiad- 
qess. 

Powis  now  lived  regularly  at 
home  about  nine  weeks,*  when, 
having  received  about  a  guinea  M 
Chriitmos-bos  money,  he  got  info 
compfinyj  and  spent  the  vbiiiei 
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after  which  he  renewed  his  forincr 
practices. 

Having  conrcafcd  himfclf  under 
some  hay  in  a  stable  In  Chancery 
Jjane,  he  broke  into  a  boarding, 
school  adjoining  to  if,  whence  he 
stole  some  books  and  a  quantity  of 
Ibien :  and,  soon  after  thiii,  he  broke 
into  the  hoose  of  an  attorney,  and, 
getting  into  a  garret,  struck  a  lighf ; 
but  some  of  the  family  beini;  alarm- 
ed, there  was  an  outcry  of'  Thicfcs !' 
A  man  ascending  a  \iddet  being  ob* 
serred  by  Powis,  he  attempted  to 
break  through  the  tiling;  but,  fuil. 
ing  in  this,  the  other  cried  ^  There 
Is  the  thief!*  Terrifial  by  these 
wordii,  he  got  into  a  gutter,  h  hence 
he  drop|)od  down  to  a  carpenter's 
yard  adjoining,  but  could  get  no 
firther. 

While  ho  was  in  thi^  situation,  the 
carpenter,  going  into  the  yard  with 
a  candle,  took  him  into  custody, 
and  lodged  him  in  the  roundhouse; 
but  on  the  following  day  his  father. 
In-law  eierted  himself  so  effectually, 
that  the  offence  was  forgifen,  and 
he  was  once  more  taken  home  to 
the  house  of  this  eter* indulgent 
friend. 

After  he  had  been  three  months 
at  home,  the  falher.in-law  was  em- 
ployed to  do  some  business  for  Mr. 
Williams,  a  Welsh  gentleman  of  for- 
tone,  who  hating  brought  his  lady 
to  London  to  lie  in,  she  died  in 
child-bed ;  and  it  was  determined 
that  she  should  be  buried  in  Wales. 
Hereupon  Powis's  father-in-law 
was  sent  for  to  examine  all  the 
locks,  &c*  that  the  effects  might  be 
safe  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Williams. 

Our  youth,  being  employed  as  a 
journeyman  in  this  business,  found 
a  box  of  linen  that  was  too  full,  on 
which  he  took  out  some  articles.  In 
rvmof  ing  the  linen  he  found  a  small 
box,  remarkably  heary,  which,  on 
®f*n>ination,  appeared  to  contain 
^^^'^ond$,jeweU,  rings,  agold  watch. 


and  other  articles,  to  the  aaMwitof 
more  than  9001.  all  which  be  stole, 
and  pat  the  box  in  Its  place.  This 
being  done,  he  called  tbe  maid  lo 
see  that  all  was  safe,  and  dditerrd 
her  the  key  of  the  larger  box. 

Being  possessed  of  this  booty, 
Powis  consulted  an  acqoaintanreas 
to  the  method  of  disposing  of  it, 
who  advised  him  to  mdt  the  gold, 
and  throw  the  jeweb  into  tbe 
Thames.  This  being  agreed  upon, 
the  acquaintance  kept  tbe  jewels; 
and  the  gold  being  sokl  for  deten 
guineas,  Powis  had  leTcn  of  them, 
which  he  soon  squandered  away. 

About  a  fortnight  after  the  ef- 
fects were  stolen  Powis  was  ap* 
prehendi*d  on  suspicion  of  the  rob« 
bery,  and  committed  to  Newgate  ; 
and,  being  tried  at  the  next  ses- 
sions,  was  sentenced  to  t>e  trans- 
ported for  seven  years ;  tbe  jary 
having  given  a  verdict  that  he  was 
guilty  of  stealing  to  the  value  of 
thirty-nine  shillingi. 

He  lay  in  Newgate  a  considerable 
time ;  till  at  length  his  father-in- 
law,  after  repeated  entreaties,  and 
a  promi9e  of  a  total  reformation  of 
manners,  made  such  interest,  that 
he  was  burnt  in  the  hand,  and  set 
at  large. 

Yet  again  was  this  ungrateful 
boy  taken  under  his  parent's  roof, 
where  he  continued  about  seven 
months ;  when,  meeting  with  one  of 
his  dissolute  companions,  be  spent 
all  his  money,  and  was  then  afraid 
to  return  home. 

He  now  refrained  some  time  from 
acts  of  theft ;  and,  Uking  lodgings 
in  an  alley  in  Fleet  Street,  sub- 
sistod  by  borrowing  money  of  bis 
acquaintance.  Soon  afterwards, 
however,  be  broke  open  a  trnnk  at 
his  lodgings,  and  stole  some  linen, 
which  be  pawned  for  five  shillingi 
and  sixpence. 

On  the  next  day  the  landlord 
charged  faim  with  the  robbery;  bat, 


i 
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tot  iotending  to  prosecute  bim,  was 
content  with  recofering  hU  linen 
from  the  pawnbrokers,  and  took 
Powis's  wonl  for  making  good  the 
deficient  money. 

In  less  than  a  week  after  the  ad« 
justmeot  of  this  affair  oor  joung, 
bat  hardened,  fillain  broke  open 
the  coffee-house  in  Chancery  Lane 
which  we  hafe  already  mentioned, 
and  stole  a  few  articles,  which  pro. 
duced  him  about  thirty  shillings : 
and  soon  afterward*  he  broke  into 
the  Chancery-office,  where  he  stole 
two  books,  which  he  sold  for  half 
a  crown.  • 

On  the  following  c? ening  he  went 
again  to  the  office,  and  hid  himself 
under  the  staircase;  but,  being 
heard  to  cough  by  a  man  who  had 
been  left  to  watch,  he  was  taken 
into  custody,  and  conveyed  to  a 
tafem  in  the  ncighbuurhoood, 
where  his  father-iu-law  attended, 
and  pleaded  so  forcibly  in  his  be- 
half,  that  he  was  permitted  to  go 
home  with  him  for  the  night. 

On  the  following  day  some  gen- 
tlemen came  to  examine  him,  when 
he  denied  the  commission  of  a  va- 
riety of  crimes  with  which  he  had 
been  charged ;  but  the  gentlemen, 
ha? ing  consented  to  his  escapo  for 
this  time,  advised  him  not  to  appear 
again  in  that  neighbourhood,  as  the 
Masters  in  Chancery  had  given 
strict  orders  for  prosecuting  him. 

After  reeeiving  some  good  advice 
from  his  father-in-law,  he  was  re- 
commended to  work  with  a  smith 
in  Milford  Lane,  in  the  Strand: 
but  Fowls  had  a  brother  who  called 
upon  him  a  few  days  afterwards, 
and  told  him  that  a  warrant  was 
issued  to  apprehend  him  for  robbing 
the  Chancery,  which  obliged  him  to 
abscond. 

Strolling  one  evening  in  the  Spa 
Ftdds,  near  Islington,  some  con- 
stables apprehended  him  as  a  va- 
grant)  and  lodged  him^  with  several 


others,  in  New  Prison  ;  and  on  the 
following  day  most  of  the  prisbners 
were  discharged  by  a  magistrate, 
and  Powis  was  ortlered  to  be  set  at 
liberty  ;  but,  not  having  money  to 
pay  his  fees,  he  was  taken  back  to 
the  prison,  where  he  remained  a 
few  days  longer,  and  was  then  set 
at  liberty  by  the  charity  of  a  gen- 
tleman, who  bade  him  ^  thank  God, 
and  take  care  never  to  get  Into 
trouble  again.' 

In  a  short  time  after  his  discharge 
he  broke  into  the  Earl,  of  Peter- 
borough's house  at  Chelsea,  and 
stole  some  trifling  articles  from  the 
kitchen,  which  he  sold  for  four 
shillings ;  and  on  the  following 
night  he  robbed  another  house  in 
the  same  neighbourhood  of  some 
effects,  which  he  sold  for  ten  shil- 
lings. 

This  trifling  sum  being  soon 
spent,  he  broke  open  a  house  in 
Lincoln*s  inn  Fields,  where  he  got 
a  considerable  quantity  of  money  t 
and,  to  prevent  persons  who  know 
him  from  suspecting  that  he  was  the 
thief,  he  forged  a  letter,  as  ccmiin^ 
from  his  grandfather  in  Yorkshire, 
purporting  that  he  had  sent  him 
such  a  sum. 

In  a  short  time  afterwards,  at  a 
kind  of  ball  given  by  one  of  his 
companions  to  celebrate  his  birth- 
day, Powis  fell  in  love  with  a  girl 
who  made  one  of  the  company. 

The  girl  paving  no  attention  to 
his  addresses,  Powis  waited  on  her 
mother,  and,  after  some  conversa- 
tion with  her,  was  permitted  to  pay 
hb  personal  respects  to  the  daugh- 
ter, to  whom  he  pretended  that  his 
grandfather  in  Yorkshire  would 
leave  him  a  large  sum  of  money ; 
and,  in  proof  of  what  ho  said,  he 
showed  her  some^counterfeit  letters, 
appearing  to  have  the  post-mark  on 
them. 

The  girl  made  no  objection  to 
him  as  a  husband ;  but  said  it  would 
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be  prudent  in  him  to  ? int  his  gnuid- 
father,  and  ask  his  consent  to  the 
natch,  which  would  contribute  to 
ber  peace  of  mind.  On  this  he  left 
ber,  and  broke  open  a  houfe  that 
eTening,  whence  he  stole  a  few 
thingt,  which  he  sold  for  fifteen 
•hillings,  and,  calling  on  her  tJia 
next  daj,  took  his  leate,  as  if  pre- 
paring for  his  journej. 

His  plan  was  to  conmit  some  rob- 
bery by  which  he  might  obtain  a 
considerable  sum,  and  then,  con. 
cealing  himself  for  some  time,  re- 
turn to  Ills  mistresf,  and  pretend 
that  his  grandfather  bad  giten  him 
the  money. 

Gouig  to  see  <  The  Beggars' 
Opera,'  he  was  greatly  shocked  at 
the  appearance  of  Mackeaik  on  the 
stage  in  fetters,  and  could  not  for- 
bear reflecting  what  might  be  his 
own  future  fate ;  yet  about  a  week 
afterwards  he  broke  open  a  cook's 
shop,  and  stole  some  articles,  the 
sale  of  which  produced  him  aguinea. 

On  the  following  day  be  called 
at  Newgate,  treated  the  prisoners 
to  the  amount  of  seten  shillings, 
and,  on  his  quitting  the  prison,  met 
two  girls  whom  he  knew ;  and  with 
them  he  went  to  Hampstead,  where 
be  treated  them  to  the  amount  of 
twcWe  shillings  and  sixpence ;  so 
that  only  eighteen  pence  remained 
of  his  last  ill-gotten  guinea. 

On  the  following  day  Powis  went 
to  the  Black  Raven,  in  Fetter  Lane, 
where  he  obser? ed  the  landlord  put 
some  gold  into  a  drawer,  of  which 
he  determined,  if  po^ible,  to  possess 
himself.  About  midnight  he  went 
away,  haying  first  stolen  the  pin 
that  fastened  the  cellar-window. 

Retumiugat  two  in  the  morning, 
he  got  into  the  cellar,  and  attempted 
to  open  the  door  of  the  tap-room  ; 
but,  failing  in  this,  he  was  about  to 
return  by  the  way  he  had  entered, 
when  a  watchman  coming  by,  an^ 
«M^  Um  wiadow  opw,  ftUraied 


the  family.  Powis  now  eseapad 
into  a  carpenter**  yard,  and  hii 
Mmself:  but  the  fandlmrd  coamg 
down,  and  aefetal  persona  attend- 
ing, he  was  apprehended;  not, 
howe? er,  till  one  person  had  ran  a 
sword  through  his  leg,  and  another 
struck  him  a  blow  on  the  head 
that  almost  deprited  hiai  of  Us 
senses;  circumstances  of  seterily 
which  could  not  be  jaslifiBdy  as  ha 
made  no  reslstanoe. 

The  offender  was  lod^  in  the 
Compter  for  the  present,  and,  being 
remofed  to  Newgate,  was  brought 
to  his  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey,  con- 
ficted  of  the  burglary,  aJsd  reccifed 
sentence  of  death.  The  jury,  eoo- 
sidering  the  cruelty  with  which 
be  had  been  treated,  recommended 
him  to  mercy :  however,  the  rejal 
fa? onr  was  not  extended  to  him,  as 
he  had  before  been  sentenced  to 
transportation. 

When  brought  up  to  leeeife  sen- 
tence, be  beg^  to  be  representod 
as  an  object  worthy  of  the  royal 
lenity ;  but  was  told  not  to  expect 
such  indulgence.  He  likewise  wrote 
to  his  sweetheart  to  exert  her  in- 
fluence, which  she  promised,  but 
could  do  nothing  to  serve  him. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tybnrm  e«  the 
0th  of  October,  17SS,  nlnag  with 
William  Shelton,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years,  after  admonish- 
ing the  spectators  to  take  warnhig 
by  his  fatal  end,  and  expressing  the 
utmost  detestation  of  the  Irregu- 
larities of  his  life. 

The  case  of  this  malefadar  wiU 
afford  a  very  striking  lesson  to 
youth.  In  the  former  part  of  his 
life  we  see  the  miaemble  sitnalioa 
of  a  strolling  player;  and  snraly 
the  dbtresses  he  encountered  will  be 
deemed  enough  to  terrify  thought, 
leas  young  men,  who  are  fond  of 
what  is  called  sponting,  from  en- 
gaging  in  thu  vagrant  course  of  liie* 

The  tanoim«f  Fowb's  coudcwe 
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when  he  Itj  down  to  sleep  under 
the  hay-rick  show  that  there  is  no 
peace  to  the  wicked.  One  self-ap- 
profing  hour,  the  consequence  of 
having  dl<charged  our  duty,  must 
afford  more  solid  satisfaction  than 
whole  months  spent  in  that  riot  and 
debauchery  which  may  be  purchased 
with  ilLgotten  wealth. 

Nothing,  surely,  can  be  equal  to 
the  goodness  with  which  Powis  was 
treated  by  his  father-in-law.  His 
kindness  appears  to  have  been  al- 
most without  example,  and  what 


could  scarcely  haye  been  expected 
even  from  a  real  parent. 

This  offender,  then,  sinned  against 
all  advice,  all  warning,,  all  indulg- 
ence: but  we  trust  his  fate  wUl 
have  a  forcible  effect  on  young 
people  who  may  read  this  narrative. 
We  hope  it  will,  in  a.  particnlar 
manner,  teach  them  the  necessity 
of  duty  to  their  parents;  and  that 
the  only  way  to  be  happy  in  ad- 
vanced life  is  to  be  yirtuous  and 
religious  while  they  aro  young. 


WILLIAM  SHELTON, 

EXECUTED  VOR  UIOHWAT  BOBBERT, 


.  Was  bom  of  respectable  parents 
near  Cheshunt,  in  Hertfordshire, 
and  received  a  liberal  education  in 
the  learned  languages.  At  a  pro. 
per  age  he  was  apprenticed  to  an 
apothecary  at  Enfield  ;  but  his  mas- 
ter applied  to  his  father  to  take  him 
back  at  the  end  of  two  years,  as  his 
conduct  was  so  Irregular  that  he  did 
not  choose  any  farther  connexioa 
with  him. 

In  consequence  hereof  ho  was 
plaeed  with  an  apothecary  at  Stoke 


When  his  seventh  year  was  com« 
pleted  he  took  leave  of  the  yonng 
lady  with  professions  of  lasting  love; 
and  his  father  hating  supplM  him 
with  money,  he  engaged  in  businesiy 
and  was  for  some  time  greatly  suc- 
cessful ;  but  his  immoderate  attach- 
ment to  pleasure  lost  him  much  of 
his  business  and  many  of  his  friends. 

He  had  not  been  long  In  trado 
before  he  became  enamoured  of  m 
young  lady,  daughter  of  a  widow 
in  his  neighbourhood ;  and,  having 


Newington  ;  and,  though  he  still    made  an  acquaintance  with  her  nn- 
keptgay  company,  served  six  years    known  to  her  mother,  he  conveyed 


with  a  Ddr  character. 

About  this  time  he  became  vio- 
lently enamoured  of  his  mbtress's 
sister,  who  was  by  no  means  insen- 
sible to  his  addresses.     She  lived  in 


her  out  of  a  back  window  of  the 
house,  and  married  her  at  the  Fleet  x 
so  soon  had  he  forgotten  his  tows  to 
the  former  lady ! 
The  father  of  the  bride  having 


the  famOy ;  but  no  person  suspected  been  a  citizen  of  London,  her  for- 

their  intimacy,  till  the  mistress  acd-  tunc  had  been  deposited    in  the 

dentally. heard  her  sister  freely  re-  hands  of   the   Chamberlain,  who 

present  to  Shelton  the  disagreeable  readily  paid  it  to  the  husband, 
eonsequences  that  must  arise  from  his        Shelton  was  still  in  considerable 

kctpingbad  company  and  late  hours,  business;    but  his    attachment  to 

Shelton's  master  and  hb  wife  both  company  was  such  that  his  expenses 

disapproved  of  the  Intended  match^  exceeded  his  income,  so  that  he 

on  accountofhu  keeping  too  much  grew  daily  poorer;  and  hu  father 

gfty  company ;  and  hie  own  parents  dying  about  this  time,  left  all  his 

ohjeded  to  it  from  the  same  reason,  fortune  to  his  widow,  for  her  life  ; 

wishing  him  to  acquire  greater  stem-  so  that  Shelton  had.  nothing  to  ex- 

Aness  of  abd  beforo  he  married.  pecttiU  after  the  death  of  his  BoUior. 
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He  now  msdc  acqoainUDce  with 
some  people  of  abandoned  cbarac- 
ter,  and  took  to  a  habit  of  gaming, 
by  whieh  hit  cireomstances  became 
ftill  more  embarrassed  ;  and  he  was 
obliged  to  decline  bosiness  after  he 
had  followed  it  only  two  years. 

Thus  distressed,  he  entered  as 
surgeon  on  board  a  ship  bound  to 
Antigna,  and  was  received  with 
snch  dngular  tokens  of  respect  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  island,  that 
he  retoWed  to  settle  there  as  a  snr. 
geon,  and  write  to  England  for  his 
wife  to  come  OTcr  to  him;  but 
unforeseen  circumstances  prevented 
his  carrying  this  scheme  into  exe. 
cution. 

In  the  island  of  Antigua  it  is 
customary  to  exercise  the  militia 
weekly,  when  the  officers  on  duty 
treat  their  brethren  in  rotation, 
and  inirite  what  company  they 
please.  Mr.  Shelton  was  invited  by 
Colonel  Rer,  who  gave  a  generous 
treat,  and  urged  his  friends  to  drink 
freely.  On  the  approach  of  night 
some  of  them  would  have  gone 
home;  but  the  colonel  prevailed  on 
them  to  stay  till  the  next  day, 
hinting  that  it  might  be  dangerous 
to  meet  some  negroes  who  had 
quitted  the  plantation. 

Shelton  agreed,  among  others,  to 
stay ;  but  he  had  not  been  long  in 
bed  when  the  liquor  he  had  drank 
occasioned  the  roost  excruciating 
pain  in  his  bowels.  The  next 
morning  he  took  some  medicines  to 
abate  the  pain,  and  the  end  was  an. 
swered  for  the  present ;  but  he  de- 
termined to  embark  for  England,  as 
he  thought  he  felt  the  symptoms  of 
an  approaching  consumption. 

Hereupon  he  sailed  for  his  native 
country,  and  arrived  to  the  surprise 
of  hb  friends,  who  had  been  taught 
U>  expect  tliat  he  would  continue  in 
Antigua.  They,  however,  advised 
him  to  settle  at  Buntingford.  in 
SerifiMMurcy   when  there  was  m 


vacancy  occasiioiied  by  the  death  of 
an  apothecary. 

Shelton  having  inquired  into  the 
affair,  and  finding  no  prospect  worth 
hb  notice,  hb  wife's  mother  per. 
suaded  him  to  take  a  house  at 
Brasstn,  a  village  near  Bnntingford, 
intimating  that  she  would  live  with 
him,  and  be  at  the  expeoie  of  house, 
keeping.  This  proposal  was  ac. 
cepted ;  but,  when  the  leases  were 
drawn,  the  old  lady  refused  to  eir. 
cute  them,  so  that  Shelton  was 
obliged  to  abandon  hb  agreeable 
prospect  in  a  way  that  appeared 
not  very  reputable  to  himself. 

Dbtresscd  in  mind,  and  not 
knowing  how  to  support  himself, 
he  determined  to  commence  high, 
wayman ;  and,  having  hired  ahone, 
and  furnished  himself  with  pbtols, 
he  rode  to  Finchley  Common ;  but 
after  looking  out  some  hours,  and 
meeting  with  no  booty  there,  he 
returned  towards  London,  in  hu 
way  to  which  he  took  about  thirty 
shillings  from  four  ladies,  whom  be 
stopped  in  a  coach,  and  obtained 
three  shillings  and  siipenre  from  a 
gentleman  he  met  on  ^  road. 

He  now  put  on  a  mask ;  and,  thus 
disguised,  robbed  the  pasicugen 
in  three  stage-coaches  on  Epping 
Forest  of  their  watches  and  money. 
Some  persons  on  horseback  imaie. 
diately  pursued  him,  and  were  very 
near  him  at  Waltham  Abbey  ;  bat, 
Uking  a  different  road,  he  went 
round  by  Cheshunt,  and  escaped  to 
lA>ndon,  where  he  the  neit  day 
heard  that  his  pursuers  had  gaU 
loped  after  him  to  Enfield. 

The  watches  he  sold  to  a  Jew, 
and,  having  spent  the  money,  he 
rode  out  to  Hounslow  Heath,  where 
he  demanded  a  gentleman's  purse ; 
and,  after  some  hesitation  on  the 
part  of  the  latter,  robbed  him  of 
thirty.two  guineas  and  some  silver. 
Thb  done,  he  crossed  theThuMt 
to  RtduntHid,  where  be  dined,  aBtl 
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afterwarcU  stopped  t^o  ladies  in  a 
coach  oil  Putney  Common,  but  f^ot 
no  booty  from  thorn,  as  they  had 
ju9t  before  been  robbed  by  another 
highwayman. 

On  the  same  e? ening  he  robbed  a 
Quaker  of  nine  pounds ;  and  early 
on  the  following  morning  slopped 
the  Norlhampton  stage,  and  robbed 
the  passengers  of  twenty  •seven 
pounds.  The  reason  for  these  rapid 
robberies  was  that  he  had  a  debt  to 
discharge  which  he  had  contracted 
at  the  gaming-table ;  and  which 
being  done,  he  appeaa*d  among  his 
forowr  companions  as  before. 

Soon  after  this  he  rode  towards 
Chiswick,  in  the  hope  of  meeting  a 
colonel  in  the  army ;  but,  as  the 
gentkman  knew  him,  he  was  ap- 
prehensive of  being  recollected  by 
hb  voice,  though  he  wore  a  mask. 
The  colonel,  seeing  a  man  masked 
coming  forward,  pr.iduced  a  pistol, 
and,  en  the  other  coming  up,  fired 
at  him,  and  grazed  the  skin  of  his 
horse's  shoulder.  Shel  ton  now  fired, 
and  wounded  the  colonel's  horse, 
on  which  the  colonel  discharged  his 
other  pistol,  but  without  effect. 
Hereupon  the  highwayman  de- 
manded his  money,  which  having 
received,  to  the  amount  of  about 
fifty  pounds,  he  took  a  circuit  round 
the  country,  and  came  into  Loudon 
at  night. 

On  the  week  following  this  rob. 
bery  he  obtained  a  booty  of  ten 
guineas,  some  silver,  and  two  gold 
watches,  on  Finchley  Common; 
bat,  being  pursued  by  some  gentle- 
men on  horseback,  he  concealed 
himself  on  Enfield  Chase,  and,  hav* 
ing  eluded  his  pursuers,  he  rode  to 
London,  robbing  in  his  way  a  gen- 
tleman and  lady  of  between  thirty 
and  forty  shilling*,  on  Muswell  Hill. 

On  the  following  evening  be  took 
a  ride,  but  did  not  rob  any  person : 
on  his  return  through  Islington, 
however,  he  hoard  somebody  cry 


out  ^  Stop  the  highwayman  i'  on 
which  he  rode  hastily  up  a  lane, 
where  his  horse  had  nearly  stuck 
fast  ill  a  slough;  but,  getting 
through  it,  he  rested  in  a  field,  and 
saw  his  pursuers  waiting  in  eipec- 
tation  of  him.  He  therefore  made 
a  circle,  and  got  down  Goswell 
Street,  to  the  end  of  Old  Street^, 
where  he  again  heard  the  cry  of 
^  A  highwayman !'  on  which  be 
rode  to  Dog-  house  Har,  and  escaped 
by  the  \»ay  of  Moorfields. 

Soon  after  this  he  rode  to  Enfield 
Chase,  and,  putting  on  a  mask, 
robbed  one  of  Che  northern  stages 
while  the  driver  was  watering  hb 
horses  at  a  pond.  Some  men  wlio 
were  playing  at  skittles,  seeing  this 
robbery,  surrounded  his  horse;  but, 
on  hU  firing  a  pistol,  they  ran  away, 
and  he  pursued  his  road  to  London. 

flaving  one  day  committed  a  rob- 
bery on  the  Hertford  road,  he  was 
returning  to  town,  when  he  oyer, 
took  two  farmers,  who  had  been 
drinking  at  an  alehouse  till  they 
were  pot-valiant,  and  were  wbhiog 
to  meet  Dr.  Shelton,  whom  they 
would  certainly  take;  and  they 
wondered  how  people  could  permit 
him  to  proceed  unmolested.  On 
this  Shelton  presented  hb  pbtol, 
and  they  delivered  their  money  with 
every  sign  of  fear  :  the  money  was 
but  trifling,  which  he  retoroedy 
laughing  at  them  for  their  assumed 
courage. 

His  next  robbery  was  on  Finchley 
Common,  where  he  took  several 
watches,  and  sixteen  pounds,  from 
the  company  in  Che  Northampton 
stage ;  and  the  name  of  Shelton  was 
now  become  so  notorious,  that  many 
other  robbers  courted  hb  acquaint- 
ance ;  among  whom  were  two  men. 
who  had  formed  a  design  of  robbing, 
the  turnpike-man  on  Stamford  flill^ 
but  had  not  resolution  to  carry  their 
plan  into  execution. 

This  design  was  no  sooner  iiieii« 
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tfmied  to  8helton  than  he  agreed 
to  be  eoneeroed;  whereupon  the/ 
went  on  foot  from  London  ,at  ten 
o'clock  at  night ;  but  before  thej 
leeched  the  spot  Shelton*t  oooi* 
panlottf  hedtated,  and  would  go  no 
Ihrther;  on  which  thej  retunwd  to 
town,  in  their  way  to  which  thejr 
robbed  a  gentleman  of  a  few  shil. 
Hngi!  but  Shelton  determined  to 
have  no  farther  connexion  mith 
Aese  people. 

Hit  next  aisaolt  was  on  two  gen- 
tlemen in  a  chaise,  both  of  them 
armed  with  pistols,  in  the  road  from 
Hosnslow,  from  whom  he  took  six. 
teen  pounds ;  and  soon  after  this,  be- 
ing destitute  of  cash,  and  determined 
to  make  a  bold  attempt,  he  robbed 
several  coaches  one  evening,  and  ac- 
quired a  booty  of  ninety  pounds, 
exdnsive  of  rings  and  watches. 

In  consequence  of  these  repeated 
depredations  a  proclamation  was 
Issued  for  taking  Shelton  into  cus- 
tody, in  which  a  minute  description 
was  given  of  hu  person ;  on  this  he 
concealed   himself   some    time   in 


Hertfordshire,  but  had  not  besa 
there  long  before  a  person  who 
recollected  him  informed  a  neigh, 
boarmg  magbtrate,  on  which  ha 
was  taken  into  custody,  and  ee»i 
veyed  to  London. 

He  was  tried  at  the  next  Old  BaU 
ley  sessions  for  several  robberies  hi 
Middleiex,  and,  being  convicted, 
was  sentenced  to  die. 

While  in  prison  Shelton  aiwied 
great  gaiety  of  disposition,  and  was 
fond  ^  entertaining  his  visiton  with 
the  history  of  hu  exploits.  At 
times,  indeed,  he  would  be  more 
serious,  but  soon  recurred  to  his 
former  volatility. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  warrant  for 
his  execution  he  seemed  grealiy 
agiteted,  and  it  was  remarkfed  that 
be  shed  some  tears ;  but,  baring  ie» 
course  to  the  bottte,  he  dissipated 
those  ideas  that  had  given  hna  uu- 
easiness. 

lie  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  Oct. 
9,  17S3,  having  refused  to  perform 
the  customary  devotions  at  the  place 
of  execution. 


ISAAC  AND  THOMAS  HALLAM, 

XXFXUTBD  FOR  KIURDBK. 

Tnouon  this  case,  like  that  of    beries,  and  perpetrated  cruel  mnr- 
Eleanor  Beare,  is  extremely  into,    ders,    insomuch  that  government 


retting,  yet  we  could  find  no  coU 
lected  account  of  any  particulars 
respecting  the  lives  of  the  culprits. 
Professing  to  render  our  work  more 
oopiotts  than  any  on  the  same  sub. 
ject  which  may  have  gone  forth  be- 
fore us,  we  have  carefully  put  to- 
gether every  mention  made  in  the 
old  periodical  publications  of  many 
notorious  offenders  hitherto  passed 
over,  and  formed  them  into  regular 
reports,  some  of  which  will  be  found 
equally  interesting  with  any  in  our 
Cdendar. 

Isaac  and  Thomas  HalUun,  two 

broiben,  bMd  long  Mnd  suoeessfully 

^»nried  on  a  jcheme  ot  daring  rob- 


offered  a  reward  for  Uidr  appie- 
hension. 

They  were  at  length  token,  and 
charged  with  the  murder  of  Wflllam 
Wright,  a  youth  of  only  eightesn 
years  of  age,  who  was  found  to  a 
posuchaise  at  FaldingworthGate, 
near  Market  Raisin,  to  Lioceto- 
shire,  with  his  head  almost  sevend 
from  his  body,  covered  over  with 
the  seat^doth,  and  hb  pockeU 
rifled. 

In  consequence  of  the  prodama* 
tion  extraordinary  search  was  made 
after  these  desperate  depredators; 
but  they  baffled  their  pursnersneaiiy 
m  moettu    Bdcnf  ^  knwever«  taken 
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into  costodj,  they  were  committed 
to  the  gaol  of  the  city  of  Lincoln. 

Among  their  Tariout  outrages, 
they^  in  mere  wantonness,  forced  a 
poft.boy  to  blow  his  horn,  then 
told  him  he  had  sounded  hit  own 
death-peal,  and  immediately  cut  hia 
throat,  as  well  as  that  of  his  horse ; 
and  the  bodies  of  the  man  and  tho 
beast  were  next  morning  found  closo 
together.  In  consequence  of  this 
detestable  barbarity  the  post-boys 
of  Lincoln  mustered  with  horns  on 
their  entrance  into  that  town,  and 
greeted  ttiem  with  their  loudest 
blasts ;  whereupon,  now  stung  with 
remorse,  one  of  them  was  obeerrcd 
to  weep. 

They  were  conrictcd  of  the  mar. 
ders  of  William  Wright  and  Thomas 
Gardner;  and  afterwards  confessed 
that  they  committed,  in  company 
with  each  other,  sixty  •three  rob- 
beries snd  one  murder,  exclusi? e  of 
that  for  which  they  were  condemned 
to  die.  Yet  did  these  shoclcing  of- 
ttnden  attempt  to  evade  their  pu. 
nishment.  They  procured  a  case- 
knife,  which  they  notched  like  a 


saw,  in  order  to  cut  off  their  Iroas ; 
and  then,  with  a  spike-nail,  they 
bogan  digging  through  the  wall  of 
their  prison,  but  were  detected.  In 
passing  to  the  place  of  the  exeeotion 
of  Isaac,  which  was  the  spot  where 
they  had  murdered  the  post-boy, 
this  wretched  man  fell  into  ? iolent 
agonies  and  perturbation  of  mind. 
At  the  gallows,  there  beiog  no  cler* 
gyman  to  attend  them,  he  called  to 
one  of  the  spectators  to  assist  kin 
in  his  doTotions,  which  the  good 
man  readily  complied  with;  and 
he  prayed  with  much  ferrancy. 
Thomas  was  ordered  to  be  carried 
farther,  to  the  place  where  tkey 
had  murdered  William  Wright;  but 
on  his  seeing  his  brother  tnmed 
off,  and  struggling  with  death,  ho 
shrieked  out  in  a  dreadful  manner. 
He  then  was  drawn  to  Falding. 
worth  Gate,  where  he  died  in  the 
utmost  agonies  of  mind ;  both  har. 
ing  acknowledged  the  justice  of 
their  sentence,  and  calling  upon  the 
Almighty  to  forgire  their  sins. 
These  executions  took  place  on  tho 
20th  of  February,  1733. 


WILLIAM  ALCOCK, 


SXECUTED  FOR  TUE  M 

Tuis  unnatural  and  cruel  man 
was  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  of 
Boam,  in  Lincolnshire.  He  had 
been  marned  only  two  years  when 
he  left  hb  wife,  who  was  afiUcted 
with  the  palsy,  giving  out  that  his 
^Woce  wa^  in  consequence  of  har- 
ing  foand  her  in  bed  with  another 
man.  He  trarelled  to  Colchester, 
iDftrried  again,  and  set  up  in  his 
business,  that  of  a  miller,  ^n  which 
he  was  successful.  He  employed  a 
nan  of  the  name  of  Peck  as  his 
usbtant;  but,  apon  some  words 
ariibg  between  them,  Aloock  dis. 
charged  him,  without  suffering  Jum 
^  complete  the  job  he  had  in  hand. 
Peck  replied/  I'll  do  as  good  m  job 
for  yon ;  for  I  ha?c  heard  yon  haTe 


UllDEa  OF  HIS  WIFE. 

a  wife  in  Lincolnshire,  and  Pll  tra. 
f  el  the  kingdom  orer  till  I  find  her, 
and  send  her  to  you.*  Upon  this 
he  instantly  set  out,  and  bent  hu 
course  in  order  to  fulfil  his  threat. 
He  inquired  at  efery  town  he  came 
to  in  Lincolnshire  until  he  actually 
found  Mrs.  Alcock.  In  effecting 
this  he  spent  nearly  two  years; 
and,  to  defray  his  expenses,  ne  oc- 
casionally stopped  for  a  few  days 
towork :  and,  when  his  wages  wero 
expended  in  his  traTels,  he  worked 
again;  thus  perseyerkig  until  lie 
had  accossplbhcd  bis  dettnnlned 
purpose.  The  pnmh-offioers  ;«ojr 
Bourn,  who  had  the  malnteoaace 
of  the  deserted  woman  to  proiiide, 
recelred  Peck's  information,  and 
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diipatched  two  of  tlie  parishionen 
to  ColclieiCer,  with  whom  Alcock 
eotered  into  ■  conpronite,  on  the 
foUowing  conditioas :— -to  paj  down 
twenty  poends,  and,  within  a  Month, 
thirty  ponadi  more,  and  to  fetch 
awaj  his  wife  from  Bonm.  He  ac- 
cofJiaglj  arrif tfd  there  on  the  9Sd 
of  Angiut,  173S,  on  a  good  horte, 
and  a  new  pillion  for  hb  wife  to  ride 
on  hehind  bim.  He,  however,  tried 
every  BMam  to  indnoe  the  olEcen 
to  keep  her,  offering  a  yearly  lom 
rafident  for  that  purpoee ;  and  ob- 
•erved  that  ^  the  was  so  disagree- 
able  to  him  that  he  woald  rf  iher  be 
hanged  than  take  her  again.' 

Finding  hb  offers  all  n*jected,  he 
set  off  with  her  on  the  i4tb,  and  on 
the  next  day  the  body  of  the  onfor. 
tnnate  woman  was  discotered  in  a 
ditch  under  a  willow.tree,  near 
Pilsgate,  in  the  pari>h  of  Barnack, 
in  Northamptunshire,  and  about 
eight  miles  from  Boorn.  It  a  p. 
peered  that  she  bad  been  strangled 
with  a  small  cord,  which  but  jest 
met  about  her  neck ;  and  the  pillion 
was  found  a  little  distance  from  the 
body.  The  murderer  immediatfly 
proceeded  (o  Colchester,  was  ap. 
prehended  on  the  28th  by  officers 
from  Boarn,  and  the  nest  day  fully 
committed  to  gaol. 

Though  convicted  on  the  clearest 
evidence,  yet  this  obdurate  man, 
even  to  the  last  moment  of  his  ex- 
istence,  denied  the  justice  of  his 
sentence;  and  his  behaviour,  during 
the  short  interval  allowed  prisoners 
to  make  their  peace  with  God, 
evinced  the  most  shocking  depra* 


nty.     He  constantly  nfmed  the 
consolations  of  devotion,  and  piii 
no  attention  to  the  warnings  of  a 
clergyman,  who  at  length  deiislcd 
from  fartlMreihortationt.    Oa  the 
morning  of  hit  cxecation  he  drank 
to  intoxication  ;*  yet,  on  coming 
out  of  the  prison,  he  sent  for  a  piat 
of  wine,  whieh  being  refused  hfaa 
by  the  sheriff,  he  wonM  not  get 
into  the  cart  which  waited  to  oonvey 
him  to  rxecntion  nntil  the  SMmey 
given  for  that  pnrpose  was  retaned 
to  him.     On  the  road  to  the  giU 
lows  he  snng  part  of  the  old  song 
of  (  Robin  Hood,'  adding  to  evh 
verse  the  chorus  of  <  Derry  down/ 
&c.    At  intervals  he  swore,  kicked, 
and  spumed,  at  any  person  who 
touched  the  cart    When  tied  apto 
the  fatal  tree,   he  kicked  off  bis 
shoes,  to  avoid  a  welUknown  pro- 
verb; and  being  told  by  a  person 
in  the  cart  with  him,    and  who 
wished,  thus  late,  to  reclaim  hhn, 
that  he  had  mach  better  read  and 
repent  than  thus  vilely  swear  and 
sing,  he  struck  the  book  oat  of  this 
humane  man's  hands,  damned  the 
spectators,    and   called  for  wine. 
During  the  singing  of  psaloss,  and 
reading  of  prayers,  this  monster  was 
employed  in  talking  and  nodding  to 
his  acquaintance;  telling  some  to 
remember  him,  others  to  drmk  to 
his  good  journey ;  and  with  bb  last 
words  he  inveighed  agafaist  the  in- 
justice  of  his  sentence. 

He  was  hanged  at  Northaaipfoa, 
March  9,  1733,  amid  the  gromw 
and  detestation  of  many  thomand 
spectators. 


SARAH   MALCOLM, 

XXXCUTED  FOR  MUEDBR. 

Thk  Temple,  and  the  other  Inns  and  some  of  them  four,  rooms  each, 

of  Court,  were  built  for  the  accom.  fitted  op  for  single  gentlemen ;  there 

nodation  of  lawyers  alone.     They  being  no  kind  of  accommodatiott 

contain  apartments  of  two,  three,  for  a  family  in  any  of  them.    Yet, 

^  The  gmoter  deterred  ponishnent  who  taffcrtd  this  wtcteb  to  be  su^ied  v.tb  Kqaor 
to  §ach  Ma  eMteat. 
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froa  the  fashion  of  men  of  law 
taking  prirate  houses,  where  thej 
could  at  onco  transact  their  busi- 
ness and  bring  up  their  families, 
chambers  were  neglected ;  and  the 
owners,  preferring  tenants  of  no 
legal  skill  to  no  tenants  at  all,  let 
them  out  to  anj  that  offered ;  con- 
sequent! j  many  private  |)eople  creep 
about  the  Inns  of  Court ;  and  wo- 
men too,  reconciling  cTcry  incon- 
venience, often  presided  at  the  din- 
ner-table where  of  late  lay  clients' 
papers^  musty  parchments,  and  the 
dry  volumes  of  the  law,  tumbled  to- 
gether in  dust  and  disorder. 

Upon  each  set  of  chambers  is  a 
kind  of  entailment,  under  the  name 
of  a  laundress,  who  now  and  then 
sweeps  the  rooms,  and  daily  makes 
the  supposed  student's  bed,  for  the 
remuneration  of  a  yearly  fcrvant. 
Thus,  one  of  these  laundresses,  with 
single  men,  will  attend  sii,  eight, 
and  even  ten,  sets  of  chambers; 
and,  calculating  the  average  hire  of 
female  servants  in  London  at  ten 
ponndf,  the  place  of  a  laundress^ 
indoding  the  tmriety  of  little  pil- 
ferlngs  which  the  heedless  owner 
does  not  miss,  with  the  comfortable 
profits  of  washing,  mending,  &c. 
may  be,  in  several  instances,  valued 
at  one  bnadred  pounds  a  year. 

One  of  these  laundresses  was 
Sank  Malcolm,  who  basely  be- 
trayed  her  tnist,  and  murdered  her 
employer.*  Her  father  was  a  man 
of  some  property  in  the  county  of 
Darliam,  where  she  was  boro  in  the 
y«url711.    , 

He  being  m  man  much  addicted  to 
plctsure  and  extrnvag^ce,  the 
flttala  soon  became  mortgMad,  ex- 
cept hb  wife's  jointure.  He  then, 
in  company  with  his  wife  and  dangh- 
te,  set  out  for  Oiblin,  the  place  of 
Us  viCs's  nativity ;  where  he  pur. 
chased  m  satnation  in  one  of  the  public 

*lAandresMt  htve  always  •  key  of  the 
^cnn  iua  lUdnight  imirder  tad  robbery  if 
▼OL.  I.    ' 


offices  belonging  to  that  city,  the 
profits  of  which  enabled  him  to  live 
in  credit,  and  to  give  his  daughter 
an  education  superior  to  that  of  the 
common  class  of  people. 

Our  unfortunate  heroine,  being 
naturally  of  a  sprightly  disposition, 
wholly  engaged  the  affections  of  her 
parents,  with  whom  she  lived  on 
terms  of  reciprocal  esteem. 

Some  years  after,  her  father  hav* 
ing  some  business  of  consequence  to 
settle,  they  came  to  London,  where, 
his  wife  dying  in  a  short  time,  he 
married  another,  who  not  being 
agreeable  to  the  daughter's  disposU 
tion,  a  separation  ensued  between 
them. 

In  consequence  of  the  above^ 
Sarah,  who  was  now  arrived  at 
woman's  estate,  was  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  servitude  for  a  subsist- 
ence. In  this  station  shelived  in  many 
reputable  fiunilies  with  greiU  credit, 
being  much  commended  for  her  dU 
ligencc  and  sobriety.  At  last,  un- 
fortunately for  her,  she  became  a 
servant  at  the  Black  Horse,  a  public 
honse  near  Temple  Bar,  where  she 
contracted  an  acquaintance  with  one 
Mary  Tracy,  a  woman  of  light 
character,  and  two  young  men  who 
were  brothers,  named  Thomas  and 
James  Alexander. 

From  this  house  she  was  recom- 
mended, as  a  laundress,  to  take 
care  of  gentlemen's  chunbers  la 
the  Temj^e ;  and  amongst  her  em- 
ployers was  a  Mr.  Kerril,  a  young 
gentleman  from  Ireland.  She  offi- 
ciated also  as  a  charwoman  to  Mrs. 
Lydia  Duneomb,  a  lady  of  about 
eighty  years  oi  age,  who  had  cham- 
bers also  in  the  Temple,  where  she 
kept  two  servants— Elizabeth  Har- 
rison,  aged  sixty,  and  Ann  Price, 
about  seventeen. 

This  lady  being  reputed  very 
rich,  a  scheme  was  formed  by  Sarah 

chimbers  they  attend.    To  eboie  this  confi- 
most  horrible  I 
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of  robbing  her  chambera,  in  order, 
a^  it  was  siipposod,  by  dint  of  bio« 
ney,  to  |:ain  one  of  the  Alexanders 
M  a  hasband. 

On  Saturday,  the  3d  of  Febraarj, 
1739,  Sarah  called  at  Mrs.  Dan. 
comb*s  chambers,  where  she  staid 
till  abont  eight  o'clock  in  the  ercn* 
ing,  under  a  pretence  of  fiiiting 
Harrison,  who  was  just  recorered 
from  a  fit  of  sickness ;  Mrs.  Lof e, 
m  lady  who  had  engaged  to  dine 
with  Mrs.  Duncomb  the  next  day, 
being  present  at  the  time. 

It  was  afterwards  imagined  that 
the  trnc  meaning  of  her  visit  was, 
either  to  secrete  the  key  of  the  door, 
or  to  spoil  the  lock,  so  as  to  gain 
an  easier  admittance  to  put  her  dia- 
bolical design  into  execution ;  as  the 
horrid  murders  were  either  com- 
mitted  that  night,  or  early  the  next 
morning. 

On  Sunday,  the  following  day, 
about  nine  in  the  morning,  a  Mr. 
Gahagan,  who  had  chambers  on  the 
same  floor,  breakfasted  with  Mr. 
Kcrril,  after  which  they  went  to  the 
Commons  together;  during  which 
time  Mrs.  f^ve,  already  men. 
(ioned,  coming  to  Mrs.  Duncomb's 
chambers,  could  not  gain  admit- 
tance :  after  wailing  a'  considerable 
time  she  went  down  stairs,  when, 
meeting  a  persoji  of  the  name  of 
OHphant,  she  inquired  whether  she 
had  seen  any  of  Mrs.  Duncomb's 
family  ;  who  replying  she  had  not, 
it  made  her  conclude  that  the  old 
maid,  Elizabeth  Harrison,  was  dead, 
and  thai  Ann  Price  watgone  to  ac- 
quaint  her  sister  with  the  news. 

Mrs.  Oliphant  then  went  to  Mrs. 
Rhymer,  (executrix  to  Mrs.  Dun- 
comb,)  who  returned  with  her  to 
the  chambers,  but  could  make  no 
one  hear;  when,  seeing  Sarah  Mal- 
colm at  the  Bbhop  of  Bangor's 
door,  they  called  to  her,  andbc^ed 
'he  would  fetch  m  smith  to  force  open 
^e  door;  to  which  she  immediately 


consented,  but  returned  witheit 
one:  when  Mrs.  Lore  expresshig 
her  fears  that  they  were  all  dead, 
Mn.  Oliphant  proposed  getting  oit 
of  her  master's  window  Into  the 
gutter,  where,  by  breaking  a  pane 
of  glass,  she  conld  easily  open  Mrs. 
Dnncomb's  casement,  which  was 
accordingly  effected.  Mrs.  Love, 
Mrs.  Rhymer,  and  herself,  then 
went  in  ;  and  the  first  object  chat 
presented  itself  In  the  passage  was 
the  body  of  Ann  Price,  Ijing  op  her 
bed,  wallowing  in  blood,  with  her 
throat  cut  from  ear  to  ear. 

In  the  next  room  lay  Eliubeth 
Harrison,  strangled ;  and  in  an  ad- 
joining room  the  poor  old  huly, 
also  strangleil  on  her  bed ;  the  boT 
where  she  kept  her  money  bang 
broken  open,  and  stripped  of  its 
contents,  excepting  a  few  papers 
only. 

The  neighbourhood  became  sooa 
alarmed  with  the  news  of  those 
dreadful  murders.  Mr.  Grahagan 
and  Mr.  Kerril,  happening  to  flats 
at  the  time,  and  seeing  a  crowd  of 
people  about  the  chambers,  inquired 
what  was  the  matter;  upon  which 
they  were  informed  of  the  shocking 
murders  committed  on  Mrs.  Dun- 
comb  and  her  seiwants. 

As  they  walked  on,  Mr.  Gahagaa 
said  to  Mr.  Kcrril,  «  Mrs.  Den- 
comb  was  your  Sarah's  acqaalnt- 
ance,'  which  the  Utter  passed  an- 
notfced.  On  their  arrifil  at  a 
coffee-house  in  Cofent  Garden 
these  horrid  murders  engrossed  the 
con? crsation  of  the  whole  coaipi«y> 
who  seemed  to  be  ananiiions  In  the 
opinion  that  they  mUst  hate  been 
eommitted  by  some  laundretsr  who 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  cham- 
bers. 

From  the  coffee-house  these  geo- 
tlomen  adjourned  to  the  Horse-shoe 
and  Magpie,  In  Essex  Street,  where 
they  continued  till  about  one  in  tbe 
mon&aS)  ^Vma  tV«5  YmOl  fetnmed 
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to  Mr*  Kerriri  chambers.  On  thMr 
entraace  they  found  Sarah.  Malcolm^ 
with  the  door  open,  lighting  a  fire. 
^  So  Sarah,'  says  Mr.  Rerril,  '  are 
you  here  at  this  time  of  the  morn* 
ing  ?  You  knew  Mrs.  Duncomb ; 
bave  you  heard  of  any  body  that  is 
taken  up  for  the  murder  ?'— ^  No,' 
said  she ;  ^  but  a  gentleman  who 
had  chambers  under  her  has  been 
absent  two  or  three  days,  and  he  ie 
suspected.'  Kerril  replied  thus: 
^  Nobody  who  was  acquainted  witl| 
Mrs.  Duncomb  shall  be  in  my  cham- 
bers till  the  murderer  is  discovered ; 
and  therefore  look  up  your  things, 
and  begone.' 

fn  the  interim  two  watchmen 
were  called,  who  found  her  turning 
oier  some  linen  in  a  box.  On  being 
asked  who  It  belonged  to,  she  re* 
plied  it  was  her  own.  Mr.  Kerril, 
ihmi  missing  two  waistcoats,  in- 
quired what  she  had  done  with 
them ;  on  which  she  called  him 
aside,  and  told  him  she  had  pawned 
then  for  two  guineas,  at  Mr.  Wil. 
liams^s,  in  Drury  Lane;  praying 
kia  forgiveness,  and  assuring  him 
that  he  might  depend  upon  her  re* 
deesning  them. 

Mr.  Kerril  acqAiainted  her  that 
ke  waa  not  so  much  displeased  on 
acoo«nt  of  tlia  waistcoats,  but  sus- 
pected ker  tb  be  concerned  in  the 
murders.  He  then  obserred  a  bundle 
lying  on  the  floor,  and  she  told  him 
that  M  was  her  gown,  with  some 
finen  tied  up  in  it,  which  she  hoped 
decency  would  forbid  hhn  opening ; 
nad  which  be  accordingly  declined. 

Ob  a  stricter  search,  he  missed 
sereral  things  belonging  to  himself; 
and  finding  others,  not  his  property, 
he  immediately  ordered  the  watch- 
man to  secure  her,  gi? ing  them  a 
•tffict  charge  not  to  let  her  escape. 

When  she  was  gone  he  requested 
Bir.  Gahagan  to  assist  him  in  a 
thorough  search ;  and,  lookkig  into 
Um  €laie-tt4»oly  tkty  diaco?erad  mora 


linen,  and  a  silrer  pint  tankard,  the 
handle  of  wKich  was  bloody.  On 
calling  up  the  watchmen  again,  they 
informed  the  gentlemen  that  thaj 
had  set  her  at  liberty^  on  her  piMU 
misiog  to  surrender  at  ten  o'clock 
the  nest  morning.  They  were  osu 
dered  imtnediately  to  find  her  again 
at  all  erents ;  and,  calling  to 'thefr 
brother- watchmen  at  the  gate,  they 
luckily  discovered  she  had  not  left 
the  Temple ;  and  in  a  few  muiutei 
she  was  brought  back  to  the  charn. 
hers.  Upon  being  shown  the  Moody 
tankard  and  linen,  and  asked  who 
they  belonged  to,  she  asaerted  that 
they  had  been  left  her  by  her  oso* 
ther ;  that  the  blood  was  in  conse- 
quence of  having  out  her  finger; 
and,  making  some  other  frivolous 
excuses,  she  was  again  ordered, 
into  custody  of  tho  watchmen  tm 
morning. 

On  searching  her  in  the  wateh- 
house,  a  green  silk  purse,  contain*, 
ing  twenty-one  counters,  was  found 
in  her  bosom.  The  next  morning 
after  a  full  examination,  she  wai 
eommittvd  to  Newgate. 

On  her  entering  Newgate  she  taw 
a  room  belonging  to  the  debtore, 
and  inquired  whether  she  could  not 
have  that  room.  She  was  aniwered 
by  Roger  Johnson,  a  turnkey,  that 
it  would  cost  a  guinea ;  she  replied 
that  she  could  said  lor  a  friend  that 
would  raise  two  or  three  guineaa  if 
necessary^  She  then  went  into  tke 
tap.room,  and  talked  Tery  freely 
with  the  felons.  Johnson  then  took 
her  into  a  room  where  there  vraase 
otker  prisoner ;  and,  on  searching 
her,  he  found  a  bag  concealed  uo. 
der  her  hair,  containing  twenty 
moidores,  eighteen  guhieat,  five 
broad  pieces,  (one  of  whkk  WKs 
of  twenty-five  shillings  Taiue,  tke 
others  twenty-three  shilMags  each,) 
a  half  broad  piece,  five  crowns, 
and  two  or  three  shillings.  On 
being  asked  by  Johnson  where  Ae 
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had  got  the  motiey,  she  replied  it 
wms  some  of  Mrs.  Daocomb's; 
<  hot,  Mr.  Johnson,'  said  she,  *  Pll 
make  you  a  present  of  it  if  jou  will 
hot  keep  it  to  yourself,  and  let  no- 
body know  any  thing  of  the  matter; 
for  the  other  things  against  me  are 
nothing  but  circumstances,  and  I 
shall  come  off  well  enough ;  and 
therefore  I  only  desire  yon  to  let 
me  hare  threepence  or  sixpence  a 
day  till  the  sessions  are  o? er,  and 
then  I  shall  be  at  liberty  to  shift  for 
myself.'  He  accordingly  took  the 
money,  which  he  sealed  up  in  the 
bag,  and  which  was  produced  in  the 
Court  on  her  trial. 

She  also  informed  Johnson  that 
she  had  engaged  three  men,  for  a 
trifliDg  sum  of  money,  to  swear  that 
the  tankard  belong^  to  her  grand- 
mother; adding,  that  was  all  she 
wanted,  for,  as  to  the  rest,  she 
conld  do  well  enough.  She  said 
the  names  of  two  of  the  men  were 
Denny  and  Smith,  the  other  she 
had  forgotten  ;  but  that  she  feared 
they  were  not  to  be  depended  on. 
She  then,  confiding  in  JohnsoB, 
put  a  piece  of  mattress  in  her  hair, 
to  make  it  appear  in  bulk  as  be- 
ibre,  and  by  that  means  present 
suspicion. 

She  afterwards  told  Johnson  that 
•he  was  the  contriver  of  the  rob. 
bery,  but  two  men  and  a  woman 
were  concerned  with  her  ;  that  she 
watched  on  the  stairs  while  they 
committed  the  fact;  but  that  she 
was  no  way  concerned  in  the 
murder. 

She  also  said  that  one  William 
Gibbs  had  been  with  her,  by  whom 
she  had  sent  ten  guineas  to  the  two 
Aiexanders  before  mentioned,  who, 
s]|e  said,  were  the  men  that  were 
concerned  with  her ;  and  she  con- 
tinued to  charge  them  with  the  guilt 
even  after  her  condemnation. 

Soon  after  her  commitment  U> 
t^ewguie  she  doclared  herself  a  dead 


woman ;  and,  it  being  the  general 
opinion  that  she  would  destroy  1m^. 
self,  she  was  ordered  to  be  put  into 
one  of  the  cells,  and  a  proper  person 
appointed  as  a  guard  on  her. 

Being  seized  with  riolent  fits,  a 
surgeon  was  sent  for,  as  it  was 
imagined  she  had  taken  poison; 
but  he  gafe  it  as  his  optnioa  that 
they  arose  from  the  comciousncsi 
of  her  guilt,  and  that  the  terror  of 
her  approaching  fate  had  caused  the 
preternatural  hurry  of  her  spirits. 

When  questions  were  asked  her, 
she  preTaricated  so  much  in  her  an- 
swers, and  appeared  withal  so  ex. 
tremely  hardened,  that  little  r^rd 
was  paid  to  what  she  said.  She 
would  by  no  means  suffer  any  of 
her  acquaintance  to  see  her ;  but  the 
two  Alexanders  and  Mrs.  Tracy 
being  taken,  she  desired  to  he  coo* 
fronted  with  them,  saying  she  should 
die  with  pleasure  now  they  were 
secured. 

They  were  accordmgly  ordered 
to  be  conducted  into  her  presence ; 
when  she  charged  them  in  the  bold- 
est manner  with  the  marder,  crying 
out  <  Ay,  these  are  the  persons 
that  committed  the  murder.'  Then, 
turning  to  Mary  Tracy,  she  said, 
<  You  know  this  to  be  true ;  see 
what  you  hare  brought  me  to ;  it 
is  through  you  and  the  two  Alex* 
anders  that  I  am  brought  to  thii 
shame,  and  death  must  follow :  you 
all  declared  you  would  do  no  nar- 
der ;  but,  to  my  great  surprise,  I 
found  the  contrary.* 

When  she  was  requested  one  day 
by  some  gentlemen  in  the  press- 
yard  to  make  a  full  discorery  of 
this  bloody  transaction,  she  refdied, 
with  great  warmth,  ^  After  I  am 
laid  in  my  grare  it  will  be  found 
out.'  They  then  inquired  if  she 
was  satisfied  in  her  mind,  and  was 
resolved  not  to  make  any  farther 
confession :  she  answered,  '  that,  as 
the  was  not  concerned  in  the  mar* 


■>» 
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der,  she  hoped  God  ifottld  accept 
her  life  as  an  atonement  for  her 
manifold  sins.' 

When  brought  to  her  trial  the 
strongest  circumstantial  proof  ap. 
peared  against  her,  from  the  evi. 
denpeof  Mr.  Kerril,  Mr.  Gahagan, 
Mrs.  Lore,  Mrs.  Oliphant,  with 
the  two  watchmen,  and  many  other 
witnesses;  so  that  not  a  person  in 
the  whole  Court  entertained  a  doubt 
of  her  guilt.  When  called  on  for 
her  defence  the  spoke  to  the  fol. 
lowing  purport : — 

That  she  freely  acknowledged  hej: 
crimes  were  deserring  of  death,  but 
that  she  was  entirely  innocent  of 
the  murder ;  that  the  robbery  was 
contrifed  by  Mary  Tracy  and  her- 
self;  that  they  met  at  Mr.  Kerril's 
chambers  on  the  Sunday  before  it 
WHS  committed,  he  being  from  home 
when  the  plundering  Mrs.  Dan. 
comb  was  proposed.  That  she  told 
Tracy  she  could  not  do  it  by  her- 
self. <  No!'  says  Tracy,  *  there 
are  the  two  Aleianders  will  help 
us.*  That  the  next  day  she  had 
serenteen  pounds  sent  her  from  the 
country,  which  she  deposited  in 
Mr.  Kerril's  drawers.  That  they 
all  met  the  Friday  following  in 
Cheapside,  when  it  was  agreed  to 
p«t  their  scheme  into  esecution  on 
the  following  night 

That  the  next  evening,  between 
sefen  and  eight,  she  went  to  see 
Elizabeth  Harrison,  who  was  ill ; 
with  whom  the  staid  a  short  time, 
and  then  went  to  meet  Tracy  and 
the  two  Alexanders,  who  proposed 
going  about  the  robbery  immedi- 
ately ;  to.  which  she  objected,  as 
Mng  too  soon.  Mary  Tracy  per- 
sisting, she  told  her  she  would  go 
and  see ;  and  accordingly  went  op 
ttain,  and  they  followed  her;  that 
the  met  the  maid  on  the  stairs,  with 
a  blue  mug,  going  for  milk  to  make 
a  sack-posset,  who  inquired  who 
thosa  people  were  that  foUowed. 


She  told  her  they  were  going  to 
Mr.  Knight's.  When  gone,  she 
said  to  Tracy,  ^  Now  do  you  and 
Tom  Alexander  go  down  ;  1  know 
the  door  is  left  ajar,  because  the 
old  maid  is  ill,  and  can't  get  up  to 
let  the  young  maid  in  nJien  she 
comes  back.'  That  James  Alex- 
ander then  went  in,  and  hid  him- 
self under  the  bed ;  that  she,  going 
down  again,  met  the  maid  coming 
up,  who  inquired  if  she  had  spoken 
to  Mrs.  Betty  ;  she  answered  *  No,' 
and,  going  down,  spoke  with  Traey 
and  Alexander :  then  went  to  h^r 
master's  chambert,  where,  staying 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,,  she 
went  back,  and  found  Tom  Alexan- 
der and  Tracy  sitting  on  Mrs.  Dnn- 
comb's  stairSk  At  twelve  o'clock 
they  heard  Mr.  Knight  come  in  and 
shut  his  door.  It  being  a  TOfj 
stormy  night,  there  was  nobody 
stirring  eicept  the  watchmen  when 
they  cried  the  hour. 

About  two  another  gentleman 
came  to  light  his  candle  with  thm 
watchman,  upon  which  she  removed 
farther  up  stairs.  Soon  after  she 
heard  Mrs.  Duncomb's  door  open; 
and  James  Alexander  came  out,  an^ 
said  ^  Now  is  the  time.'  Tracy  and 
Tom  Alexander  then  went  in,  she 
waiting  upon  the  stairs  to  watch. 
Between  four  and  fire  they  return- 
ed ;  one  of  them  called  to  her  foftly, 
«  Hip !  how  shall  I  shut  the  door  i* 
She  replied,  *  It  is  a  spring  lock ; 
pull  it  to,  and  it  will  be  fast,'  whidi 
they  accordingly  did. 

That  they  proposed  sharing  the 
money  upon  the  stairs,  to  whi^ 
she  objected ;  they  then  went  under 
the  arch  by  Fig-tree  Court;  and 
she  inquired  how  much  they  had 
got ;  when  they  informed  her  that 
in  the  maid's  purse  they  found  fifty 
guineas  and  some  silver;  in  the 
drawers  about  one  hundred  pounds, 
exclusive  of  the  tankard,  money  in 
tke  box,  and  other  TalnaUe  fUiigtJ; 
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amowidiig  in  the  whole  to  about  the  next  day ;  exhorting  him  lo 

three  hundred  poundf  •  take  comfort,  and  offering  for  him 

That  they  informed  her  they  had  her  prayers,  which  he  begged  her 

gagged  the  old  lady  and  her  maids,  to  do,  and  which  she  did  for  a  eon- 

That  the  receit ed  the  tankard,  a  siderable  time.    After  which,  call- 

ium  of  money,  and  some  linen,  for  ing  to  him  again,  she  said,  ^  Tour 

her  thare ;  they  reserring  a  silrer  time  is  short  as  well  as  mine,  and  I 

spoon^  ring,  and  the  remainder  of  wish  I  was  to  go  with  you :  as  to 

the  money,  to  themselfes.     That  the  ignominy  of  your  fate,  let  not 

they  next  adrised  her  to  be  very  that   trouble  you;   none  but  the 

cautious  to  conceal  the  money  un.  vulgar  will  reflect  either  ou  your 

der ground,  and  not  appear  to  pos.  friends  or  relations:  good  pai^ents 

sess  any ;  and  that  they  appointed  may  have  unhappy  children,  and 

a  meeting  at  Greenwich,  which  was  pious  children  may  hare  unhappy 

afterwards  forgotten.*  parents  ;  neither  are  answerable  for 

Her  defence  being  ended,  the  jury  the  other.     As  to  the  suddenness  of 

withdrew  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  our  death,  consider  we  have  had 

hour,  when  they  returned  with  a  time  to  prepare  for  it;  whereas 

verdict  of  guilty.  many  die  so  suddenly  that  they 

While  under  sentence  of  death  hare  not  time  to  call  for  mercy.' 

the  seemed  to  feel  all  the  horrors  of  The  bellman  coming  at  the  usual 

guilt,  and  would  frequently  fall  into  time,  he  exhorted  her  to  attend  to 

violent  fits,  which  appeared  to  be  what  he  said,  which  she acconKngly 

attended  with  agonies  expres^ife  of  did  ;    and  then,   throwing  him  a 
the  utmost  perturbation  of  mind. 


In  one  of  these  fits,  the  keeper  in. 
quiring  what  was  the  matter,  she 
replied  that  she  was  affected  by 
being  informed  that  she  was  to  be 
executed  amongst  all  her  acquaint. 
ince  in  Fleet  Street,  the  thoughts 
of  which  were  insupportable.  In 
answer  to  this  the  keeper  fold  her 
^  that  could  not  be  the  truth  ;  as  he 
made  her  acquainted  with  the  place 
where  she  was  to  die,  on  the  death, 
warrant's  coming  down  ;  therefore 
it  was  not  probable  that  it  could 
bafC  such  an  effect  on  her  at  this 
time.'  He  then,  by  the  most  forci. 
ble  arguments,  recommended  her 
to  make  a  full  confession  of  her 
guilt,  as  the  only  means  of  quieting 
her  conscience ;  but  to  this  advice 
she  made  no  reply. 

About  ten  o'clock  the  same  eren- 
ing  she  called  to  a  fellow-prisoner 
in  the  opposite  cell,  who  was  to  die 


shilling,  bade  him  call  for  a  pint  of 
wine. 

Notwithstanding  thb  unhappy 
woman  attended  prayers  reiy  con. 
stantly  during  the  tune  of  her  being 
in  Newgate,  yet  there  is  great  rea- 
son  to  imagine,  from  many  drcum. 
stances,  that  she  had  been  brought 
up  in  the  Roman  Catholic  rcKgion ; 
which  suspicion  is  confirmed  by  a 
letter  she  received  from  a  priest  of 
that  persuasion  afew  days  bcfbreshe 
suffered :  though  it  is  certain,  from 
the  last  actions  of  her  life,  that  she 
adhered  to  no  principles  of  religion 
whatever. 

Her  behaviour  was  fkr  from  sin- 
cere, and  she  generally  contradieied 
herself  in  whatever  questions  wot 
asked  her;  so  that,  instead  of  pfe- 
paring  for  that  awful  state  on  which 
she  was  then  entering,  she  daily 
added  to  her  other  crimes  the  sin  df 
hypocrisy. 


I 


1 
I 
I 


*  This  BtoTj,  although  no  groonds  were  afforded  by  it  for  the  pofitiTe  accufatioD  of  the 
^^r  pirties,  it  beinK  wboliy  unsupported,  yet  could  not  fiiU  to  leave  a  stain  upon  tbcir 
^^f^ndters  whidt  no  Jengfb  of  tine  would' obUttrmlft. 
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On  the  morning  of  ezecutioD, 
March  7, 1733,  the  appeared  more 
composed  than  she  had  been  for 
tome  time  past,  and  teemed  to  join 
in  prayers  with  the  Ordinary,  and 
another  gentleman  who  attended, 
with  mach  lincoiity. 

When  in  the  cart,  the  wrung  her 
hands,  and  wept  most  bitterly.  The 
accnraalated  guilt  of  the  very  enor- 
moat  crimet  she  had  committed 
seemed  now  to  press  heavily  on  her, 
and  she  appeared  almost  ready  to 
thik  under  a  load  of  affliction. 


At  the  place  of  execution,  near 
Fetter  Lane,  she  behaved  with  the 
utmost  devoutness  and  resignation 
•to  the  Divine  will ;  but  when  the 
Ordinary,  in  his  prayers,  recom- 
mended her  soul  to  God,  she  fainted, 
and  with  much  difficulty  recovered 
her  senses.  On  the  cart*s  driving 
off,  she  turned  towards  the  Temple, 
crying  out,  ^  Oh !  my  master !  my 
master !  1  wish  1  could  see  him  ;* 
and  then,  casting  her  eyes  lowardi 
Heaven,  called  upon  Christ  to 
ceire  her  soul. 


WILLIAM  GORDON, 

EUSCUTKD  FOR  HIGHWAY  BOBBERY. 


This  malefactor  was  brought  up 
to  the  business  of  a  butcher ;  but, 
for  twenty  years  previous  to  his 
execution,  had  been  a  reputed  high- 
wayman. He  was  tried  at  Chelms- 
ford for  a  desperate  attack  and 
robbery  in  Epping  Forest,  but  es- 
caped conviction  on  proring  an 
alibi,^     He  brought  a  number  of 


evidences  to  swear  that  he  was  in 
Ireland  when  this  robbery  was 
comm  itted. 

He  was,  however,  afterwards 
convicted,  at  the  Old  Bailey,  of  a 
highway  robbery,  between  Knights- 
bridge  and  Hyde  Park  Corner,  on 
Mr.  Peters,  undcr-treasurer  of  the 
Temple,  whom  he  robt)ed  of  his 


*  Thii  mode  of  defence  often  succeeds  from  the  facility  wiih  wlucb  the  accosed  can 
■■k»ni  Men,  hardened  like  themselves  in  scenes  of  iniqoitjr,  to  jwear  ihat  tlM  prisoner, 
at  the  time  when  the  robbery  bad  been  stated  to  have  been  oonniDitted»  m»»  eltewherc. 
TiM  freqeently,  however,  huve  prosecutors  erred  in  the  identity  of  the  persons  by  wbiun 
they  had  been  plundered ;  in  which  case  nothing  short  of  a  well-tubatantiated  «ti6i  can 
impeach  their  evidence.  ^ 

The  writer  of  ihis  article,  excited  by  the  case  of  two  unfortunate  young  men,  paid  liis 
Inlfi-crown  rthe  necessity  for  which  is  surely  most  disgraceful)  for  a  seat  in  the  ^Ihrry 
of  the  Old  oailey,  in  order  tn  witness  their  trial,  and  to  view  the  effects  of  on  uUki,  which 
he  bad  heard  would  be  set  up  against  the  evidence  of  a  gentleioau  of  title,  and  filling  a 
high  situation  in  the  law. 

The  prosecutor  in  tlm  case  was  Sir  Thomas  Davenport ;  and  the  actnted,  ^— 
dnitb,  who  kept  the  Assembly  Rooms,  at  Kentish  Town,  near  London,  at  the  time  of  his 
apprelwiision  ;  and  —  lir<»wn,  the  son  of  a  widow,  the  landlady  of  a  reputable  public 
hoase  in  Chapel  Street,  Bedford  Row. 

-In  the  year  1*785,  these  innocent  youn^  men  were  brought  to  the  bar  of  that  awful  tri- 
banal,  in  heavy  irons,  charged  with  nibbing  on  the  highway  Sir  J  hoiuo!i  uud  Lady  Da- 
venport. Sir  Thomas,  his  head  covered  witli  his  legal  wig,  on  the  lop  of  which  was  the 
bteek  patch  of  tlic  king's  scrgeauu  of  the  Court  ot  Cotumou  I'lea*,  swore  that  on  a  cer- 
tain evening,  a  few  week^  before,  and  about  twilight,  on  the  Uxbridge  rodd,  the  prisoners 
St  tbe  bar,  one  of  them  Uiounted  on  a  brown,  and  the  other  on  a  grey  horse,  stopped  his 
carriage,  in  which  were  his  lady  and  himself,  aud,  putting  iliem  in  fear  ol'thcir  lives,  pre- 
MBted  pistols,  and  demanded  his  money,  which  he  imiuvdiately  gave  them.  Mr.  Gar- 
*sw,  then  a  young  counvel,  acting  iu  behalf  of  the  prisoneis,  with  much  citdideiice  to  the 
laamed  sergeant,  cross-exumiued  Sir  Tliouias,  observing  (hat  lucn  were  liable  to  mistake 
objects  injuring  them,  especially  at  the  time  of  a  robbery,  and  wi»hed  him  to  be  positive  as 
to  the  identity  of  the  prisoners.  Tlie  witness  upon  (his  luriied  round,  and,  fuily  viewing 
them,  said,  '  As  far  as  one  man  can  ^wcar  (o  another,  ihe  prisoiicrs  at  the  Lar  rubbed  me 
as  1  have  described,' 

Lady  Davenport  was  nexi  called,  and  •^lie  aNu  >\vore'  U»  (he  priMiiurs.    Tlieu  Cftwe 
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hztj  wig,  watch,  and  a  gold  ring ;  being  made  on  him.    Accord angljri 

and,  being  at  the  time  in  a  state  of  pretending  to  take  hit  last  leate  ^ 

intoxication,  be  was  soon   appre-  him,  the  surgeon  secretlj  made  aa        ' 

bended,  and  had  no  other  plea  to  indsion  in  bu  windpipe ;  and  the 

offer  but  that  he  was  drunk.  effect  thus  produced  on  the  mile*        . 

What  rendered    this    criminal's  factor  was,  that  when  he  stopped        < 

case  sofficiontly  remarkable  to  6nd  his  mouth,  nostrils,  and  ears,  air 

a  plaoe  io  these  Yolumes  was  a  re.  sufficient  to  prolong  existence  is. 

port  drcnlatfd  that  he  had  cut  his  sued  from  the  ca? itj.    When  be        ^ 

throat  just  before  he  was  carried  was  executed,  he  was  obterted  to 

out  io  execution,  and  that  a  sur-  retain  life  after  the  others  sttficring        I 

goon  sewed  it  up.     The  cause  of  with  him  wi*re  dead.    Uis  bodj,        , 

this  report  was  as  follows  : —  after  hanging  three  quarters  of  aa 

Mr.  ChoYot,  a  surgeon,  having,  hour,  was  cut  down,  and  carried  to 

by  frequent  experiments  on  dogs,  a  house  in  Edgware  Road,  where 

discoTcred  that  opening  the  wind.  ChoTot  was  in  attendance,  who  in. 

pipe  would  pre? ent  the  fatal  conse.  mediately  opened  a  vein,  which  Med 

quencet  of  t)eing  banged  by   the  freely,  and  soon  after  the  colprit 

neck,  communicated  it  to  Gordon,  opened  bu  mouth  and  groaned,  flr^ 

who  consented  to  the  experiment  bowerer,  died ;  but  it  was  the  opi. 

forward  the  coachman  and  footman  of  Sir  Thomas,  who  corroborated  the  evidcnci  of 
their  master  and  mittresa. 

Two  horses,  of  the  colour  described  to  have  been  rode  by  the  bighwajmen,  wtre 
brought  to  the  conrt-wird  of  the  Old  Bailey,  and  sworn  to  be  the  saaie,  accofding  la  lbs 
best  of  the  belief  of  the  witnesses,  on  which  the  prisoners  were  moont»d. 

This  was  the  evidence  on  the  |Nirt  of  the  cruwn ;  a  case  so  strong,  that  every  casaal 
spectator  supposed  it  would  justly  warrant  the  jury  in  finding  ilie  accused  guilty. 
Being  called  upon  for  their  defence,  they  handed  up  a  written  statement  ol  tbctr  case, 
the  import  of  which  was  that  ontlie  evening  of  the  supposed  robbery  cbcj  veic  at  iJbeir 
respective  homes.  To  substantiate  this  plea,  u  number  ol  respectabJa  inhslataiilB  of 
Kentish  Town  deposed  that,  on  the  day  of  the  robbery  sworn  to,  the  Msaitftnnj  dianar  : 

of  a  dub,  of  which  they  were  members,  was  held  at  the  house  of  the  pri»0Mt|S«Mlh}that  | 

he  was  attending  upon  them  from  the  time  of  dinner  until  midnight,  and  never  oat  oC  their 
clob*room  a  single  half-hour  at  a  time.  Four  or  five  had  already  sworn  to  thiib  addaoM 
the  strongest  circumstances  to  corroborate  their  testimony ;  and  many  more  weie  hfihia^  -j 

ready  to  do  the  same  ^  when  the  Court  interposed  by  o^rving  tliat  tbeatti,  mpcdi^g 
Smith,  was  clearly  substantiated.  In  behalf  of  Brown,  proof  was  also  addaeed  that  hi 
was,  on  the  same  evening,  serving  in  his  motiier's  bar-room. 

Judge  Heaih,  in  summing  up  the  case,  observed  that,  had  Sir  Thomas  reauiiacd  m 
Court,  he  would  himself  have  been  convinceii  that  he  wa»  mistaken  as  to  the  idenli^taf 
the  prisoners.  No  imputation,  however, could  be  thrown  upon  tUe  evidence,  farthtrlMi 
that  all  of  them  were  tuo  positive.     Sir  Th()nia>,  doubtless  convinced  they  «ere  the  p«-  | 

sons  who  robbed  him,  was  fullowrd  hy  his  lady  and  their  servants;  and  wlien  weare 
told  that  Smith  and  Brown  were  intimate  friendx,  heing  both  publicans,  and  that  they  bad 
sometimes  rode  out  together  on  horses  smiilHr  to  those  swum  lo,and  which  were  actually 
their  own  property,  there  i5  some  reason  to  excuse  the  mistake  ;  hut  it  should  afibrd  ■  inp*t 
serions  caution,  to  prosecutors  v(  men  charged  with  a  crime  which  affects  life,  in  givmg 
their  evidence  as  to  the  identity  of  the  persons  accused.  Ihey  were  of  course  ac- 
quitted. 

These  young  men  had  borne  irreproachable  characters,  and  the  miseries  entailed  upon 
them  in  this  world  from  their  being  thus  innocently  arraigned  is  the  most  melancholy  part 
of  the  present  note.     Smith  sunk  into  despondency,  and  soon  died.     Brown  aisc*,  stuBjg  j 

with  shame,  left  his  aged  mother,  and  went  abroad.     Had  they  borne  up  against  their  J 

misfortune  a  very  few  years,  their  minds  might  have  been  fully  set  at  case;  for  the  rob-  ^ 

bers  of  Sir  Thomas  Davenport  were  convicted  of  another  offence,  and  in  the  cells  of  $q 

^Newgate  confessed  that  they,  mounted  OH  the  same  coloured  horses,  were  the  men  who  ;^ 
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nloB  of  tbote  pretent  *t  the  cxpe- 
iinent>  that,  hid  be  been  cut  down 
onlj  6n  minutM  lOoner,  life  wonhl 
ban  returned.  He  taffend  along 
with  Junei  Ward  and  Willian 
Keji,  for  a  htghwajr  robbery,  and 
with  William  Norman,  for  a  ftreet 
robberj,  on  theS7th  of  Apri],1733. 
A  month  after  the  execution  of 
Gordon^  John  Da«i*,  who  had  fre. 
quentlj  robbed  in  companj  with 
him,  wai  brought  to  eiecution  on 
the  Mme  tree  from  which  Gordon 
Wat  banned.  Da*U  feigned  himietf 
lick,  and  (.■ntreated  the  iheriff  that 


h«  might  not  be  tied  m  the  cart  ud 
hia  road  to  Tjbom,  which  wai  hu> 
manelj'  granted.  While  the  execu- 
tioner waa  faitening  therope  round 
the  neck  of  John  Jonei,  another 
malefactor  to  be  then  executed, 
Davia  jumped  ont  of  the  cart,  made 
hia  way  through  the  aitoniihedipc^ 
taton,  and  nn  over  two  teMa  ;  bnt, 
being  knoched  down  by  a  conntry. 
man,  he  wai  brought  biicl^  tied  np^ 
and  hanged.  He  confeHed  having 
coram  it  led  larioua  daring  robberies 
along  with  the  nutorioui  old  of> 
fender,  Gordon. 


Cflabt  PttrUauipyt  l«  DurtkbsAtMdMwrtk it*. 


CAPTAIN  JOHN  PORTEOUS, 

CORTICTED  OF  HVKDER,  AND  MUaOEBEH  BY  THE  MOn. 

John  PoaTEoui  wat  bom  of  in.  Porteoua  wat  soon  ntiticed  bjr  le. 

digeot  parents,    near   the   city  of  veral    reputable   gentlemen    ■*   m 

Edinburgh,  who  bound  him  appren.  young  man  of  good  addrea*  and  fine 

tKe  to  a  tailor,  with  whom,  after  accompliihmenti,  and    one   whom 

Ihecxpirationofhisapprenticcihip,  they  entertained  a  deiire  toiervs, 

lie  worked  as  journeymaa.  It  luppenod  at  thii  tinw  tl|it  a 
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gontlcman  who  had  been  lord  pro- 
¥ott  of  Edinburgh,  growing  tired 
of  hit  miBtresB,  wished  to  disengage 
himsolf  from  her  in  a  genteel  man- 
ner ;  and,  knowing  Porteons  to  be 
Terj  poor,  he  proposed  his  taking 
lier  off  bis  hands  bj  making  her  his 
wife. 

When  the  proposition  was  tint 
made  to  the  lady  she  rejected  it  with 
much  disdain,  thinking  it  a  great 
degradation  to  match  with  a  jour« 
neyman  tailor ;  but,  on  the  gentle- 
nan's  prombtng  her  a  fortune  of 
five  hundred  pounds,  she  consented, 
and  they  were  married  accordingly. 

Porteous  now  commenced  mas. 
ter,  and  met  with  good  success  for 
some  time;  but,  being  much  ad- 
dicted to  company,  he  neglected  his 
business,  by  which  means  he  lost 
many  of  bis  customers.  His  wife, 
in  conaeqienoe,  was  obliged  to  ap- 
ply  to  liar  old  friend  the  provost,  to 
make  fone  *other  provision  for 
them. 

In  Editibmigh  there  are  three 
companies  of  men.  In  number 
t  wen  t^.five  each,  friionreemployed 
to  keep  tile  peaoa,  and  take  op  «11 
offendeit,  whom  they  keep  in  cus- 
tody till  enmined  hy  a  magistrate. 
An  oflker  is  uppolnted  to  each  of 
these  companies  whom  they  style 
Captain,  with  a  uHmry  of  eighty 
pounds  a  year,  and  a  suit  of  scarlet 
uniform,  which  in  that  jiart  of  the 
world  b  ivckoned  very  honorable. 

A  vacancy  hapiiemng  by  the 
death  of  one  of  these  captains,  the 
provost  immediately  appointed  his 
friend  Porteous  to  till  up  the  place ; 
and  the  latter,  being  now  advanced 
to  honour,  furgot  all  his  former 
politeness,  for  which  he  was  so 
much  esteemed  when  a  tradesman, 
assuming  the  consequence  of  a  man 
in  authority. 

If  a  riot  happened  in  the  city, 

Porteoua  was  generally  made  choice 

ofbjr  thetDaghtraics  to  suppiess  it, 


he  being  a  man  of  resolute  spirit^ 
and  unacquainted  with  fear.  Oa 
these  occasions  he  would  generaliy 
eiceed  the  bounds  of  his  comnii. 
sion,  and  would  treat  the  delui. 
qucniB  with  the  utmost  cruelty,  by 
knocking  them  down  with  his  mas- 
ket,  and  frequently  breaking  legs 
and  arms. 

If  sent  to  quell  a  disturbance  in  a 
house  of  ill  fame,  notwithstanding 
he  was  a  most  abandoned  debauchee 
himself,  he  would  take  pleasure  in 
exposing  the  characters  of  all  he 
found  there,  thus  destroying  the 
peace  of  many  families :  he  would 
treat  the  unhappy  prostitutes  with 
the  greatest  inhumanity,  and  even 
drag  them  to  a  prison,  though  many 
of  them  had  been  seduced  by  him- 
self. 

Amongst  other  imlances  of  cruel- 
ty he  committed  we  shall  nentiou 
the  following,  because  it  procured 
him  the  universal  hatred  of  the  peo* 
pie  in  that  city:— 

A  vacancy  happening  in  the  lee 
tnreship  of  a  neighbonriiig  church, 
two  young  gentlema  were  candi- 
dates;-and,  haviitg  etth  an  equal 
number  of  votes,  the  dispute  was 
referred  to  the  presbytey,  wbodie- 
chured  in  favour  of  Mr*  DawsM. 
The  other  candidate,  Mr.  Wother- 
"^poon,  appealed  to  the  synod,  who 
reversed  the  order  of  the  presby- 
lery.  As  the  iparishioners  wete 
much  exasperated,  and  a  tmult 
-being  apprehended  at  the  church  on 
the  day  Mr.  Wotherspoon  was  to 
preach  his  first  sermon,  Porteous 
was  ordered  there  to  keep  the 
peace;  but  finding,  on  his  arrival, 
Mr.  Dawson  had  got  possession  of 
the  pulpit,  he  went  up  the  steps 
without  the  least  ceremony,  sciicd 
him  by  the  collar,  and  dragged  him 
down  like  a  thief,  in  consequence 
of  the  wounds  he  received  at  this 
time,  Mr.  Dawson  died  a  few  weeks 
after. 
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Mr.  Wotheripoon  comlog  in  at 
the  time  of  the  affrtj,  Mr.  Daw^ 
loa'fl  fnends  were  so  enrtgeil,  that 
they  immediately  fell  on  hin,  whom 
they  beat  in  such  a  terrible  manner^ 
that  he  also  died  about  the  same 
time  as  Mr.  Dawson^ 

Thus  the  lifes  of  two  amiable 
men  were  sacrificed  to  the  brutality 
of  this  inhuman  monster.  Many 
men,  women,  and  children,  were 
also  .much  wounded  in  the  affray ; 
yet  the  wretch  himself  escaped  un- 
punished, no  rqgular  notice  being 
taken  of  the  afiaur. 

Nothing  gare  more  pleasure  to 
thift  fellow  tbftu  his  being  employed 
to  quell  riots,  on  which  occasions 
he  nefer  wanted  an  opportunity  of 
eiercning  his  saYuge  disposition. 

The  condemnatioB  and  death  of 
Porteous  happened  in  the  following 
most  «ztraotdinary  manner  :— 

Smuggllag  was  so  much  prac^ 
tised  in  Sc^land  at  that  time  that 
no  Jaws  could  restrain  it.  The 
smngglen  assembled  in  large  bodies, 
so  that  the  revenue«officers  could 
ttdt  attack  them  without  endanger. 
iDg  4hdr  liTes. 

The  most  active  person  in  striY- 
ingto 'Suppress  these  unlawful  prac 
tiees  was  <Mr.  Stark,  collector  for 
the  comity  of  Fife,  who,  being  in* 
formed  >diat  one  Andrew  Wilson 
badrakfge  quantity  of  contraband 
goods  At  his  house,  persuaded  a 
iNtmber  of  men  to  accompany  him  ; 
and  they  seised  the  goods,  and  safe- 
ly lodged  them  (as  they  thought) 
in  the  custom-house :  but  Wilson 
beiag  a  man  of  an  entesprising 
spirtt,  and  conpeiYing  himself  in- 
jured, went,  in  company  with  one 
Robertson,  and  some  more  of  his 
gang,  to  the  custom-house,  where, 
bUBskiog  open  the  doors,  they  re- 
covered their  goods,  which  they 
btought  off  in  carts,  in  defiance  of 
all  (Opposition. 
Mr^rStark,  bearing  that  sock  a 


daring  insult  had  been  ooqimhted,. 
dispatched  an  account  thereof  to 
the  barons  of  the  Eicheqoer,  who 
immediately  applying  to  the  Lord 
Justice  Clerk,  his  lordship  issued 
his  warrant  to  the  sheriff  of  Fife, 
commanding  iiim  lo  assemble  M  the 
people  in  his  jurisdiction  to  seiie 
tlie  delinquents,  aifd  replace  the 
goods. 

In  conaequenoe  of  the  above  or- 
der many  were  spprehended,  but 
all  discharged  again  for  want  of 
evidence,  except  Wilson  and  .Ro- 
bertson, who  were  both  found 
guilty,  and  sentenced  to  die. 

A  Custom  prevailed  fin  Scotland, 
at  that  time,  of  taking  the  con« 
demned  criminals  to  church  every 
Sunday,  under  the  careof  ihrce  or 
four  of  the  'city  guards..  The 
above  two^criminals  were  <aeeovd^ 
ingly  taken  to  one  of  the  obnrches 
on  the  Sunday  before  they  were  to 
suffer;  when,  just  ^getting  withta 
the  door,  Wilson,  though  kand- 
cttfflsd,  assisted  in  'his  companioiifs 
escape,  by  seising  hold  of  one  Mi- 
dler with  his  teeth,  and  Iseeping  the 
others  from  turning  upon  him, 
while  he  cried  out  to  Robertson  to 
run. 

Robertson  accordingly  iook  to 
his  heels,  and,  the  streets  being 
Crowded  witb  people  going  to 
church,  he  passed  uninterrupted, 
and  got  out  at  one  of  the  city  gates 
just  as  they  were  going  to  shut  it, 
a  custom  constantly  obsesved  dur- 
ing divine  service. 

The  city  being  now  alarmed,. 
P6rteous  was'immediately  dispatch- 
edin  search  of  him,  but  all  in  vain  ; 
Robertson,  meeting  with  a  friend 
who  knocked  off  his  handcnfis  and 
procured  him  a  horse,  got  the  same 
evening  on  board  a  vessel  at  Dun- 
bar, which  landed  liim  safely  kk 
Holland. 

We  are  informed  tlwt,  in  the 
year  l7My  be  was  Ihiiigy  and  kept 
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a  poUic  house  with   great  credit 
near  the  bridge  at  Rotterdam. 

On  the  following  Wednesday  a 
temporary  gallows  was  erected  in 
the  Grass.market  for  the  ezccntaon 
of  Wilson,  who  was  ordered  to  be 
condacted  there  by  fifty  men,  un. 
der  the  command  of  Porteous. 

Porteous,  being  apprehensive  an 
attempt  would  be  made  to  rescue 
the  prisoner,  represented  to  the 
provost  the  necessity  there  was  for 
soldiers  to  be  drawn  up  ready  to 
prcserre  the  peace:  on  which  five 
companies  of  the  Welsh  Fuzileers, 
commanded  by  a  major,  were  or- 
dered to  be  in  readiness  in  the  Lawu- 
market|  near  the  place  of  eiecu- 
tlon. 

No  disturbance  arising,  the  pri- 
soner finished  hb  devotions,  as- 
cended the  ladder,  was  turned  off, 
and  continued  hanging  the  usual 
time ;  at  the  eipiratlon  of  which, 
the  hangman  going  up  the  ladder  to 
cut  him  down,  a  stone  struck  him 
on  the  nose,  and  caused  It  to  bleed. 
This  stone  was  immediately  followed 
by  many  others ;  at  which  Porteous 
was  so  much  exasperated,  that  he 
instantly  called  out  to  his  men, 
^Fare,  and  be  damned!*  diicharg. 
ing  his  own  piece  at  the  same  time, 
and  shooting  a  young  man,  who  was 
apprentice  to  a  confectioner,  dead 
on  the  spot 

Some  of  the  soldiers,  more  hu- 
manely, fired  over  the  heads  of  the 
people,  but  unfortunately  killed 
two  or  three  who  were  looking  out 
at  the  windows.  Others  of  the 
soldiers  wantonly  fired  amongst  the 
feet  of  the  mob,  by  which  many 
were  so  disabled  as  to  be  afterwards 
obliged  to  suffer  amputation. 

Porteous    now  endeavoured    to 

draw  off  his  men,  as  the  mob  grew 

exceedingly  outrageous,  throwing 

stones,  with  every  thing  else  they 

couM  lay  thcit  hunds  on,  and  con- 

iiuaiag  to  pnu  on  (bo  soldiers; 


OB  which  Porteous,  with  two  of  Us 
men,  turned  about  and  fired,  kllllag 
three  more  of  the  people,  wbkh 
amounted  to  nine  in  the  whole  that 
were  left  dead  on  the  spot,  besides 
many  wounded. 

A  sergeant  was  sent  by  the  major 
of  the  Welsh  Fuxlleers  to  inquire 
into  the  cause  of  the  disturbance, 
but  the  mob  was  so  outrageous  that 
he  could  gain  no  intelligence.  Por- 
teous, being  assb  ted  by  the  Fnileert, 
at  last  conducted  his  men  to  the 
guard,  when,  being  sent  for  by  the 
provost,  he  passed  a  long  exaniaa. 
tion,  and  was  committed  to  prison 
in  order  to  take  his  trial  for  murder. 
On  the  6th  of  July,  1730,  the 
trial  came  oo  before  the  lords  of 
justiciary,  previously  to  whidi  Pdr- 
teous  made  a  judicial  confession 
that  the  people  were  killed  as  men- 
tioned in  the  indictments;,  but 
pleaded  self-defence.  Hb  counsel 
then  stated  the  following  point  of 
law,  to  be  determined  by  the  judges 
previously  to  thejury  bdngchaiged 
with  the  prboner : — 

*  Whether  a  military  officer,  with 
soldiers  under  his  coamand,  wbo^ 
being  assaulted  by  the  populace, 
should  fire,  or  order  his  men  to  fire» 
was  not  acting  consbtently  with  the 
nature  of  self-defence,  according  to 
the  laws  of  civilized  nations  ?' 

The  counsel  for  the  prosecatioa 
being  ordered  to  plead  to  the  ques* 
tlon  by  the  Court,  they  pro- 
nounced, as  their  opinion,  ^Thatif 
it  was  proved  that  Captain  Porte- 
ous cither  fired  a  ^un,  orcaased  one 
or  more  to  be  fired,  by  which  any 
person  or  persons  was  or  were 
killed,  and  if  the  said  firing  hap* 
pcned  without  orders  from  a  magis* 
trate  properly  authorized,  then  It 
would  be  murder  in  the  eye  of  the 
law.' 

Thus  the  question  being  decided 
against  him,  and  the  jury  empaa- 
netted)  loxt^-toui  wV^ama  irare 
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examined  for  and  against  the  prose* 
cation* 

The  prisoner  being  now  called 
on  for  his  defence,  his  counsel  in- 
suted  that  the  magistrates  had  or- 
dered him  to  support  the  execution 
of  Wilson^  and  repek  force  by  force, 
being  apprehensive  of  a  rescue ;  that 
powder  and  ball  had  been  giren 
them  for  the  said  purpose,  with  or. 
dert  to  load  their  pieces. 

They  insbted,  also,  that  he  only 
meant  to  intimidate  the  people  by 
threats,  and  actually  knocked  down 
one  of  his  own  men  for  presenting 
his  piece;  that,  finding  the  men 
would  not  obey  orders,  he  drew  off 
as  many  as  he  could  ;  that  he  after- 
wards heard  a  firing  in  the  rear, 
contrary  to  hb  directions.  That, 
in  order  to  know  who  had  fired,  he 
would  not  suffer  their  pieces  to  be 
cleaned  till  properly  inspected ;  and 
that  he  Dever  attempted  to  escape, 
though  he  had  the  greatest  oppor- 
tunity, and  might  haTe  effected  It 
with  the  utmost  ease. 

They  farther  insisted,  that,*  ad- 
mitdng-some  excesses  had  been  com- 
mitted, it  conld  not  amount  to  mur- 
der, u  he  was  in  the  lawful  dis- 
charge of  his  duty;  neither  could  it 
be  supposed  to  be  done  with  preme- 
ditated malice. 

In  answer  to  this  the  counsel  for 
the  crown  argued,  that  the  trust 
Tqx>sed  in  the  prisoner  ceased  when 
the  execution  was  over;  that  he 
wta  then  no  longer  an  officer  em. 
ployed  for  that  purpose  for  which 
the  fire^mns  had  been  loaded ;  and 
that  the  reading  of  the  Riot  Act 
only  conld  justiify  their  firing,  in 
case  a  rescue  had  been  actually  at- 
tempted* 

The  prboner's  counsel  replied, 
that  the  magbtrates,  whose  duty  it 
was  to  ha? e  read  the  act,  had  de- 
serted the  soldiery,  and  taken  re- 
fuge in  a  house  for  their  own  seen- 
rity  ;  and  that  it  was  hard  for  men 


to  suffer  themsclres  to  be  knocked 
on  the  head  when  they  had  lawful 
weapons  put  into  their  hands  to  de« 
fend  themselres. 

The  charge  being  delirered  to  the 
jury,  they  retired  for  a  consider, 
able  time,  when  they  brought  him  in 
guilty,  and  ho  receired  sentence  of 
death. 

The  king  being  then  at  Haaorer, 
and  much  interest  being  made  to 
save  the  prisoner,  the  queen,  by  the 
advice  of  her  council,  granted  a 
respite  till  his  majesty's  return  tp 
England.  The  respite  was  only 
procured  one  week  before  hb  sen- 
tence was  to  be  put  in  execution, 
of  which  when  the  populace  were 
informed,  such  a  scheme  of  revenge 
was  meditated  as  is  perhaps  unpre- 
cedented. 

On  the  7th  of  September,  be- 
tween nine  and  ten  in  the  evening, 
a  large  body  of  men  entered  the  city 
of  Edinburgh,  and  seized  the  arms 
bdonging  to  the  guard :  they  then 
patrolled  the  itreetSi  crying  outy 
^  All  those  who  dare  avenge  inno- 
cent blood,  let  them  come  here*' 
They  then  shut  the  gates,  and 
placed  guards  at  each* 

The  main  body  of  the  mob,  all 
dbgubed,  marched  in  the  mean 
time  to  the  prbon ;  when,  finding 
some  difficult/  in  breaking  open  the 
door  with  hammers,  they  immedi- 
ately  set  fire  to  it,  taking  great  care 
that  the  flames  should  not  extend 
beyond  their  proper  bounds.  The 
outer  door  was  hardly  consumed  be- 
fore they  rushed  in,  and,  ordering 
the  keeper  to  open  the  door  of  the 
captain's  apartment,  cried  out, 
<  Where  b  the  villain,  Porteous?' 
He  replied,  <  Here  I  am ;  what  do 
you  want  with  me?'  To  which 
they  answered,  that  they  meant  to 
hang  him  in  the  Grass-market,  the 
place  where  he  had  shed  ao  ranch 
innocent  blood. 

Hb  expostulations  were  all  in 
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Tmhi;  they  seized  him  by  thelegt 
«nd  annS)  and  dragged  him  instant- 
ly to  the  place  of  execution. 

On  their  arrifal  they  broke 
open  a  thop,  to  find  a  rope  suitable 
to  their  purpose,  which  they  imme- 
dhilely  fixed  round  his  neciL ;  then, 
throwing  the  other  end  orer  a 
dyer's  pole,  hoisted  him  up ;  when 
he,  endearouring  to  save  liimself, 
fixed  his  hands  lietween  the  halter 
and  lib  neck,  which  being  obserred 
by  some  of  the  mob,  one  of  them 
struck  him  with  an  axe,  and  this 
obliging  him  to  quit  hb  hold,  they 
soon  put  an  end  to  his  life. 

When  they  were  satisfied  he  wu 
dead,  they  immediately  dispersed  to 
their  scTcral  habitations,  unmo- 
lested  themselTes,  and  without  mo- 
lesting any  one  else* 

Upon  this  circumstance  being 
made  known,  a  royal  proclamation 
was  issued,  oilering  a  large  reward 
for  the  apprehension  of  the  of. 
fenders;  and  the  magistrates  of 
Edinburgh,  the  scene  of  the  mur- 
der, were  summoned  to  answer  for 
their  neglect  in  not  quelling  the 
riot,  fin«l,  and  rendered  incapable 


of  acting  again  in  any  judicial  a. 
pacity.  In  such  a  mob  as  thit 
which  seized  Porteous,  it  was  diflu 
cult  to  fix  upon  indifidnals;  and 
the  deceased  hating  rendered 
self  fery  obnoxious  to  the 
people,  the  affair  there  rested. 

Thus  ended  the  life  of  Caplahi 
John  Porteous,  a  man  possessed  of 
qualifications  which,  had  they 
properly  applied,  would  ba?e 
dered  him  an  ornament  to  his  ooun. 
try,  and  made  him  exoeedin^y  use. 
ful  in  a  military  capacity.  IBi 
uncommon  spirit  and  invhicihie 
courage  would  have  done  hoaoair 
to  the  greatest  hero  of  antiquity ; 
but,  when  advanced  to  power,  he 
became  intoxicated  with  pride,  and, 
instead  of  being  the  admiratioa  of, 
he  became  despised  arid  hated  by, 
his  fellow-cithEens.  The  fate  of 
this  unhappy  man,  it  is  hoped,  witt 
be  a  caution  to  those  in  power  not 
to  abuse  it;  but,  by  an  fanpartkl 
distribution  of  justioe,  to  raaitr 
themselTcs  worthy  memben  of  so- 
ciety. 

He  was  put  to  death  at  &&■- 
burgh,  September  7|  173G* 


JOHN  COLLINS, 

BXECUTED  FOR  MURDER. 


This  man  of  blood  lived  in  avil- 
hige  called  Harledown,  near  Exeter, 
and  was  by  trade  a  thatcher.  He 
had  kept  company  with  a  young 
woman  named  Jane  Upcot,  and 
who  receifed  his  addresses,  which 
appeared  to  be  honorably  oflfered. 
The  account  of  tlio  circumstances 
which  led  to  the  shocking  cata. 
strophe  we  hare  to  relate  does  not 
disclose  the  motife  for  which  the 
devil  worked  him  up  to  put  to 
death  the  object  of  his  love.  It  was 
proved  that  on  the  16th  of  May, 
1787,  the  villain  murdered  this  Jane 


Upcot.  lie  afterwafds,  not  patted 
with  shedding  her  blood,  aotoaily 
cnt  off  the  head  from  the  body,  ters 
out  the  heart,  and  stuck  than  on  a 
sparJiook,  with  which  be  had  killed 
her ;  and  then,^  fixing  the  iastmatnlt 
near  the  decollated  body,  kft  the 
horrid  spectacle  to  the  view  •f  the 
passmg  travelier  i  1 1 

Natare  sickens  at  the  racitai  iet 
us  therefore  pass  to  some  less  inks* 
man  malefactor :  this  man  deserved 
a  severer  death  than  the  gallows.  ^ 

He  was  executed  at  fizeter,  m 
the  Tear  1717. 
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JOHN  TOTTERDAnE, 

BXBCDTEO  FOE  TUR  MURDER  OF  UIS  WIFE. 

This  inalefactor,  who  was  a  na-  oflf  the  bed,  and  threw  her  down 

tif«  of  North  Carrey,  iD  Somenet.  about  soTen  of  theatain,  where  she 

shire,  after  haring  been  employed  lay  senseless, 

in  the  business  of  agricnltore,  came  Terrified  at  this  sight.  Brown  vail 

to  London  about  tho  ti»e  that  he  into  his  own  room,  where  he  staM 

had  arrtred  at  years  of  maturity,  threeorfonrminvteSy  and  then  gobifc 

and  lif  ed  in  several  families  as  »  down  the  stairs,  found  that  ToUei- 

senraat,  maintaining  always  a  re-  dale  had  dragged  his  wife  into  a 

putable  character.  room,  and  fastened  the  door  ;  boft 

Having  saved  some  money  in  ser-  Brown  heard  her  say,  <  For  Christie 

Ttce,  he  married,  and  took  a  public  sake,  Johnny !  Johnny,  lor  Ckrbf  i 

house  In  the  parish  of  St.  John,  sake,  don't  kill  me  I'    Mr.  Br«w» 

Westminster,  where  he  perpetrated  then  went  out,  but  foaad  tho  wo« 

the  murder  which    cost  him    his  man  dead  when  he  returned  aA  the 

Hfesi  end  of  about  an  hour  and  a  half* 

Coming  home  one  evening  some.  The  husband  was  now  takea  imtot 

what  intoxicated,  he  sat  down  to  custody ;  and  the  body  of  the  de« 

drink  with  two  women  who  were  ceased  being  examined  by  a  surgeon^ 

in  a  room  with  his  wife.    Mrs.  Tot.  he  found  that  nine  of  her  ribs  were 

tevdale  qiitting.the  room,  her  bus.  broken,  and  that  her  right  arm  wan 

band  soon  followed  her,   with  a  stabbed  in  the  joint,  to  the  depth  of 

knife  and  fork  in  his  hand ;  shortly  four  inches, 

after  which  the  cry  of  murder  was  Totterdalc,  being  committed  to 

heard,   when  Daniel  Brown,  who  the  Gatehouse,  was  visited  by  his 

lodged  in  the  house,   running  up  wife's  sister,  who  said  to  him,  <  O 

staim,  saw  Tetterdale  stamp  on  his  John !  John  1  how  could  you  bo  so 

wife  two  or  three  times  as  she  lay  barbarous  as  to  murder  youn  poop 

on  the  floor.  wife  ?*    In  answer  to  which  he  said. 

On  this  Brown  seised  the  knife  ^  The  devil  overpowered  me;  I  was 

and  fork,  which   Totterdale  stilt  pushed  on  by  the  deWI  both  to  begin 

hehf  in*  his  hand ;  and,  having  got  and  finish  me  deed  :  I  oaanel  fe^ 

Ute  WUMMH  info  another  room,  she  eall  or  undo  what  I  have  done  ;  but 

lodknd  It,  and  He  persuaded  the  bus.  I  wish  I  could  bring  back  my  poer^ 

band  to  g»down  stairs.  unhappy,  unprepared  wife  f^m  tksr 

Sson    afterwards,    Totterdale's  grave  again.' 

pAssfon  ineretufng,  he  procured  a  Some  of  his  acqualntanee  asklnff 

key,  with  which  he  opened  the  him  why  Im  did  not  attempt  to  make 

door :  Ms  wife  was  sitting  at  the  his  escape  after  he  had  eommitted 

font  of  a  bed)  wUk  the  curtains  the  murder,  he  replied  tbal  he  haA 

di>liWfitobkleher,sethMhedidnot  an  intention  of  so  doing;  bnt,  ar 

at irst observe  where  she  was;  on  he  was  going' out  of  the  room)  las' 

which  Brown  waved  his  hand,  inti.  imagined  he  heard  a  voice  sayinf  y 

nating  thsrt  she  should  retire ;  but  *  John,  John,  stay-^WhathaTeyott 

she  did  not,  being  either  afraid,  or  done?    You  cannot  go  off:'  whlei- 

anable,  to  more;  and  the  husband  supposed  words  deprived  him  of  all' 

dbeovering  her,  a  few  words  passed  possibility  of  effecting  his  escape;^ 

between  them,  when  he  kicked  her,  Being  brought  to  his  tiW  at  iStm 

caught  k6ld  of  her  feet,  dngi^  her  Old  Bailey,  the  evldeBoa 
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him  was  to  clear  that  the  jurj  did 
not  hesitate  to  find  him  guiltf ,  In 
conseqaence  of  which  he  was  sen- 
tenced to  die. 

After  con? iction  he  declared  that 
he  had  no  fear  of  the  disgraceful 
death  that  awaited  him,  and  that  ho 
wooid  willingly  snflfer  any  degree 
of  torture,  as  an  atonement  for  the 
crime  of  which  he  had  been  guilty. 

On  being  told  that  his  name  was 
included  in  the  warrant  for  execu- 
tion, he  replied,  ^  The  Lord's  will 
he  done !  I  am  ready  to  die ;  I  am 
willing  to  die ;  only  I  beg  of  God 
that  I  may  not  (though  1  deserve  it) 
die  an  eternal  death :  and,  though  I 
am  cut  off  from  this  world  for  my 
heinous  offences,  yet  I  hope  it  is 
not  impossible  that  I  should  live  for 
e? er  in  a  better  state.  I  have  been 
guilty  of  the  unnatural  murder  of 
my  poor  wife :  the  Lord  be  more 
merciful  to  me  than  I  was  to  her, 
or  else  I  perish  !*     He  added,  that 


he  hoped  those  who  had  reoeifed 
Injuries  from  him  would  forfife 
him,  as  he  freely  forgave  those  by 
whom  he  had  been  injured. 

Totterdale  found  a  generous 
friend  In  Mr.  Paul,  a  brewer,  who 
had  served  him  with  beer  while  in 
trade;  and  who,  while  in  prisoa, 
supplied  him  with  the  necessaries  of 
life.  He  liluwise  provided  for  hb 
two  children,  and  took  care  to  see 
the  unhappy  man  buried  by  the  side 
of  his  wife,  agreeably  to  an  earnest 
request  he  made  in  a  letter  written 
the  day  before  his  execution. 

The  behaviour  of  this  wretched 
man  after  conviction,  and  at  the 
place  of  hb  death,  was  decent,  de- 
vout, and  resigned,  in  a  highdBgree. 
He  appeared  to  be  a  sincere  peni- 
tent;  and  admonished  others  not 
to  indulge  that  violence  of  passion 
which  had  ended  in  hb  destruction. 

He  was  executed  at  Tybum,  Oct 
5,  1737. 


THOMAS  CARR  AND  ELIZABETH  ADAMS, 

EXECUTED  FOR  ROBBSaY. 


Thomas  Cark,  when  he  com* 
mitted  the  robbery  for  which  he 
suffered,  was  an  attomey-at-law, 
of  eminence,  in  the  Temple;  and 
Elisabeth  Adams  a  woman  with 
whom  he  cohabited.  He  had  been 
many  years  vestry-clerk  of  the 
parish  of  St.  Paul,  Covent  Garden— 
a  very  respectable  office. 

On  the  15th  of  October,  1737, 
they  were  indicted  at  the  Old  Hal. 
ley  for  robbing  William  Quarring. 
ton  of  ninety-three  guineas  and  a 
diamond  ring,  at  the  Angel  and 
Crown  tavern,  near  Temple  Bar; 
upon  which  they  were  found  guilty, 
and  sentence  of  death  passed  on 
them.  Carr  endeavoured  to  obtain 
the  royal  mercy;  but  the  Privy 
CouncU  replied,  «  That  a  flagrant 
breach  of  the  law  was  greatly  aggra- 
^n^ied  in  bang  committed  by  a  man 
profeaung  the  hw.' 


On  the  18th  of  Janaary,  1738, 
thirteen  miserable  bsings  were  car- 
ried from  Newgate  to  Tyburn, 
there  to  suffer  death  for  dIffiBient 
offences;  and  among  then  were 
Carr  and  Adams,  each  in  a  OMNim- 
ing.coach.  They  both  reosited  the 
sacrament  on  the  Sunday  preeedfaig; 
and  then,  and  at  the  pUice  of  exe- 
cution, denied  the  fact  for  which 
they  suffered.  They  were  both  re- 
markably composed,  for  people  in 
their  dreadful  sitnadon ;  and,  just 
as  the  cart  began  to  draw  away, 
they  kissed  each  other,  joined 
hands,  and  thus  were  launched  into 
eternity. 

The  fate  of  Carr  considendHy 
engaged  the  public  attention,  and 
many  different  opinions  werefomod 
on  the  extent  of  hb  guilt.  In  the 
times  in  which  he  suffered  it  was> 
faiUon  to  Qovkf t.  thia  muse  upon  the 
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exit  of  a  remarkable  or  noturioni 
chancier ;  and  upon  this  crent  wc 
fooiMl  the  fallu«ing  lines,  which 
may  amuw  our  rcadert,  and  have, 
we  beliere,  been  tcldom  pabliihed 
unce  fhc  year  in  which  ho  lutfcred  : 

Oa  MRNg    Mr.    Csrr,  tht    AtUmey.   take 

Ccackfar  T^nrti. 
Struck  Willi   lurptiw   1  vieo'd  tlie  diriiig 

Intnpidlj  ptipiie  for  parliiii  fight 
WiUieluudir  gieshieu  likewnienubloUic 
Heluok'd  diHlain  un  crundi  (bat  Icru'd 


Wliile  in  n,j  hreau  indignanl  paiilan  rsi« 
In  >uiind>  l<ke  ihcic  iIih  ihiirt-liv'd  lOMlaeu 

'  How  equally  nnjiiil  and  hard  Iho  fate 
(from  luiirdrr  free  and  criiue*  nEaiail  tbe 

...to 
'In  die  fiir  ilirrtihou  kiieo'itn'OlDconenl 
When  Hi;  Itatemiiji  ftr  t^tm  Meal 
And  did  juttiee  imiHirtial  decide  (»jh«  re- 

pru4che>) 
1'lie,T  all  by  St.Andrew  would  ride  ia  Iheir 


PntXttranglingkU  WyiimHouiulaK  Healh. 


GEOHGb:  FRlCb:, 

COHTICTEO  OF  HVuniK,  BUT  WIIU  DIED  IK  NIWQATB. 

Tnu  malefaclor  wat  a  native  of    able  familiei,  and  then  relorned  to 
tteHay,,in  Urecknockshire,  where     hi<  former  service  in  Walei;  when 


be  Uied  a«  lervant  lo  a  widow-lady, 
who  wu  10  eilrcmely  partial  to  him 
ttu  tbe  neighbour*  circulated  re. 
porta  (o  their  mulnal  prejadicc. 
Htftag  llTed  in  thit  itation  icfen 
ynn,    he    repaired    to    London, 


rcM  treated  htm  with  inch 
di*ltnction,  that  the  eounlry  people 
became  even  tuore  lerero  in  thrir 
ceniuret  than  before. 

On  hi(  quitting  (bii  ladyancond 
time,  she  made  Mm  a  preeent  (rf  » 


t^vhe  got  placet  in  two  ro*|)ect-    *alnable  watdi,  Hhidi  Im.  brMght 
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to  LoDdon,  and  then  engaged  in  the 
serrice  of  —  Brown,  esq.  of  Gol- 
den Square,  who  used  to  make  fre- 
qnentezc onions  to  Ham pstead,  at- 
tended by  his  servant. 

Price  noir  becune  acquainted 
with  Marj  Chambers ,  serfaiit  in  a 
public  honse  at  Hampttead,  w  hom 
he  married  at  the  eipiration  of  a 
fortnight  from  his  first  paying  hb 
addresses  to  her;  bnt  Mr.  Brown, 
disapprofing  of  the  match,  dis. 
missed  Price  from  his  service. 

Soon  after  this  he  took  his  wife 
into  Brecknockshire,  and  imposed 
her  on  his  relations  as  the  daughter 
of  a  military  officer,  who  would  be- 
come entitled  to  a  large  fortune. 
He  was  treated  in  the  moit  friendly 
manner  by  his  relations;  and  the 
young  couple  returning  to  Ix>ndon, 
the  wife  went  to  lodge  at  llamp* 
stead,  while  Price  engaged  in  the 
service  of  a  gentleman  in  New 
Broad  Street. 

Mrs.  Price,  bcini^  delivered  of 
twins,  desired  her  husband  to  buy 
some  medicines  to  make  the  chil- 
dren sleep,  which  he  procured  ;  and 
the  children  dying  soon  afterwards, 
a  report  was  circulated  that  he  had 
poisoned  them ;  but  this  circum. 
htance  he  denied  to  the  last  moment 
of  his  life. 

In  a  short  time  Price*s  master  re. 
moved  into  Kcnt^  whither  he  at. 
tended  him;  and,  in  the  interim, 
his  wife  was  again  brought  to  bed, 
a  circumstance  (hat  grcally  cha- 
grined  him,  as  he  had  now  made 
other  connexions,  and  was  grown 
weary  of  the  support  of  his  own 
family.  Mrs.  Price  having  after- 
wards become  a  third  time  preg. 
nant,  he  told  her  he  could  not  sup. 
port  any  more  children,  and  recom- 
mended her  to  take  medicines  to 
procure  abortion ;  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  and  the  horrid  in- 
tentioa  wbm  answered. 
Prim  now  pM  his  addresses  to 


a  widow  in  Kent ;  and,  coasideriag 
his  wife  as  an  obstacle  between  hia 
and  his  w  ishes,  he  formed  the  infer- 
oal  resolution  of  murdering  her. 

Having  been  brniaed  by  a  Ml 
from  his  horse,  and  his  master  bav* 
ing  bn<iness  in  London,  he  was  left 
behind,  to  take  his  passage  in  a 
Marcatc  hoy  as  soon  as  his  health 
would  permit;  and  on  hu  arrival 
at  Billingsgate  his  wife  was  waiting 
to  receive  him,  in  the  hope  of  obh- 
taining  some  money  towards  her 
present  support. 

Price  no  sooner  beheld  her  than 
he  began  to  devise  ihc  plan  of  the 
intended  murder ;  on  which  he  told 
her  that  he  had  procured  the  place 
of  a  nursery-maid  for  her  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Putney,  and  that 
he  would  attend  her  thither  that 
very  day.  He  then  directed  her  to 
clean  herself,  and  meet  him  at  the 
Woolpack,  in  MookweH  Street 

In  her  way  to  her  lodgings  she 
called  at  the  house  of  her  h«sband*s 
master,  where  the  servants  advised 
her  not  to  trust  herself  in  her  hus- 
band's  company  ;  but  she  said  she 
had  no  fear  of  him,  as  he  had 
treated  her  with  unusual  kindness. 
Accordingly  she  went  home  and 
dressed  herself  (having  borrowed 
some  clothes  of  her  landlady),  and 
met  her  husband,  who  put  her  in  a 
chaise,  and  drove  her  out  of  town 
towards  Houoslow. 

As  they  were  riding  along,  she 
begged  he  would  stop  while  she 
bought  some  snuff,  which  he,  in  a 
laughing  manner,  refused  to  do, 
saying  she  would  never  want  any 
again.  When  he  came  on  Houns- 
low  Heath,  it  being  near  ten  o'clock 
at  night,  he  suddenly  stopped  (be 
chaise,  and  threw  .the  lash  of  the 
whip  round  his  wife's  neck;  but 
drawing  it  too  hastily,  he  made  a 
violent  mark  on  her  chin:  iame* 
diately  finding  his  mistake,  he 
placed  U  \ovc«t  \  ou  wlxich  ihe  ex* 
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daiflned,  'Mjdear!  mjdearl  for 
God't  sake— if  this  Is  your  lore,  I 
will  never  trust  you  more !' 

Immediately  on  her  pronouncing 
these  words,  which  were  her  last, 
he  polled  the  ends  of  the  whip  with 
great  force ;  but,  the  violence  of  his 
passion  abating,  ho  let  go  before  she 
was  quite  dead  :  yet,  resolving  to 
accomplish  the  horrid  deed,  he  once 
more  pot  the  thoni;  of  the  whip 
about  ber  neck,  and  pulled  it  with 
snch  violence  that  it  broke ;  but 
BOt  till  the  poor  woman  was  dead. 

Having  stripped  the  body,  he  left 
it  almost  under  a  gibbet,  where 
some  malefactors  hung  in  chains^ 
having  first  disfigured  it  to  such  a 
degree  that  he  presumed  it  could 
not  be  known.  He  brought  the 
clothes  to  London,  some  or  which 
he  cut  ill  pieces,  and  dropped  in  dif- 
ferent streets;  but,  knowing  that 
the  others  were  borrowed  of  the 
landlady,  he  sent  them  to  her ;  a 
cirannscanee  that  materially  con- 
duced to  his  conviction. 

He  reached  London  about  one 
o*clock  in  the  morning ;  and,  being 
interrogated  why  he  came  at  such 
an  wneasonable  hour,  he  said  that 
the  Margate  hoy  had  been  detained 
in  the  river  by  contrary  winds. 

On  the  following  day  the  ser- 
iwntSy  and  other  people,  made  so 
many  Inqniries  respecting  his  wife, 
that,  terrified  at  the  Idea  of  being 
taken  bto  custody,  he  immediately 
fled  to  Portsmouth,  with  a  tIcw  of 
entering  on  board  a  ship;  but  no 
vessel  was  then  ready  to  sail. 

While  he  was  drinking  at  an  ale. 
house  In  Portsmouth,  he  heard  the 
iMllnan  crying  him  as  a  murderer, 
with  such  an  exact  description  of 
him,  that  he  was  apprehensive  of 
beiog  seised ;  and,  observing  a  win- 
dow which  opened  to  the  water,  he 
jumped  out  and  swam  for  his  life. 

Having  gained  the  shoroi  be  tra- 
▼died  all  night  till  he  reached  a 


farm-hon^e,  where  he  inquired  for 
emplpyment.  The  farmer's  wife 
said  he  did  not  appear  as  if  he  had 
been  used  to  country  work ;  but  he 
might  stay  till  her  husband's  ar- 
rival. 

The  farmer  regarded  him  with 
great  attention,  and  said  he  wanted 
a  ploughman,  but  that  he  was  cer- 
tain he  would  not  answer  his  pur- 
pose, as  he  had  the  appearance  of 
a  person  who  had  absconded  for 
debt,  or  possibly  there  might  be 
some  criminal  prosecution  against 
him. 

Price  expressed  his  readiness  to  do 
any  thing  for  an  honest  subsistence; 
but  the  farmer  refused  to  employ 
him,  though  he  said  he  would  give 
him  a  supper  and  a  lodging.  But^ 
when  bed-time  came,  the  farmer's 
men  refused  to  sleep  with  Price,  in 
the  fear  of  his  robbing  them  of  their 
clothes ;  in  consequence  of  Which  he 
was  obliged  to  lie  on  some  straw  in 
the  barn. 

On  the  following  day  he  crossed 
the  country  towards  Oxford,  where 
he  endeavoured  to  get  Into  serricei 
and  would  have  been  engaged  by  a 
physician  ;  but,  happening  to  read  a 
newspaper  in  which  he  was  adrer- 
tised,  he  immediately  decamped 
from  Oxford,  and  travelled  into 
Wales. 

Having  stopped  at  a  village  a  few 
nules  from  Hay,  at  the  house  of  a 
shoemaker  to  whom  his  brother  was 
apprenticed,  the  latter  obtained 
permission  tQ  accompany  Greorge 
home;  and,  while  they  were  on 
their  walk,  the  malefactor  recount* 
ed  the  particulars  of  the  murder 
which  had  obliged  him  to  seek  his 
safety  in  flight. 

The  brother  commiserated  his 
condition ;  and,  leaving  him  at  a 
small  distoncc  from  their  father's 
house,  went  in,  and  found  the  old 
gentleman  reading  an  adTertisement 
describing   the    nurderer.      The 
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■  ■I  gilc,  bcrore  the  law  cunld  bo  cio-  Ihii  unlwppj' wntcli  aniJ  liis  itirp, 
g^  culed  ofl  him,  on  the  2S(I  uf  Octo-  aumo  rery  utcfal  leisunt  of  instnic- 
^,  bcr,  173B.  lion.  Price  na>  Knilty  of  niurdi-r 
^,1             We  arc  tauglil,   in  (he  caw  uf    in  a  rom  plica  led   wime.     lie  first 

■  ^  tlFiicIt  uf  the  piKCC.  tl  i>.  Ihrrelurcoftlic  lii{;1i«st  iiu|Hirliitice  for  gaolers  liiLn|i  clmn 
■■b  cvrrj  pHrtuf  ilirir  prisiiii.llir  iiejjiecl  ufwliicli  list  u(i«ii  pntrcd  fiiliil  to  ererj  girfkun  iii- 
gjH  halioi!  ihc  potilrruut  air. 

Tlie  MtiM  Iidd  Hi  Oir-ml  in  the  vi-ar  1377,  nitcti  ilie  '  Btflck  At.iw,'  wn)  ■  ilreadlul 

'  ^  iiHIwire  vf  Ilic  deadly  eOecli  >ir  ti»;  guul   fi-iRr      Tlie  jiidgv*,  juij',  wiiiiefwi,  tiMy,  in 

i***  fad,  pecrv  |irr>on,  ricept  ihr  t>riiuii(-(i,  ir<>iDBii,  aiid  cJiildrt^ii,  in  Cuuri.wrre  kilji-d'by  n 

1^  foalnir,  whirh  at  fini  wai  tliuught  In  liBtc  iiritPn  mil  Dfilic  buwcli  iil'ihe  eiirth  ;  liil  ilmi 

^;  peal  philoKipher,  Lord  iJacim,  |iioied  il  lo  liave  ciiuie  Iruiu  ilie  piitoiiert,  tiikeii  out  ul' 
■  BoiwDie  gaul,  and  bruu|:lil  iii'u  Luuil  lu  laLc  llii'ir  iiialij  and  tb«y  uluiir,  (King  >ub 

***  jodto  ilie  inl>alin|(  luut  aic,  »vic  not  injured  iiy  it. 
01*  'Baker')  Cluuniclr,'   a  ».iik   ul  tlie  higbc-t  i>ulb?iilicil>,  lliui  ipetkt  i.r  llic  Itlavk 

p  'The Court  were  lurpriied  niih  >  pvalileiit  xTOur,  wlictbrr  •riiiiiK  Troni  ibe  iviimine 

__,  .ntll  of  tlie  p'iwiien,  or  from  Ihe  damp  ul  Ilie  ground,  is  uiicrtliiii ;  but  all  lliat  were 

^tf  the  conlati'Mi  »i'ut  iiu  firilie         "-      ''—•  "  ■    - 

^  Bi  Otie,  Sir  WillUni  Babin|{lnii 

•  1  liwjen,  the  junirs,  *iid  llicer  ounDri-»  uiiicn,  luuic  ui  ich. 
*"  111  Ibe  jear  1730,  i!ic  Lord  Chicr  Itaruii  l>eiiEellT,  with  Kveral  uf  bit  <iincer>  and  tn- 

^  tmU;  Sir  Jarui-t  Slieppaid,  ■ergeaiit-nl-lnw  ;  and  John  I'igvl,  L<q.  Iiigh  ilirrilT  fui  Su- 

l4  neiKUhire,  died  at  Blandrard,  on  Ihe  Wcalcrn  circuit  uf  ibe  L>eiil  naia,  fmrs  llie  inrecird 

;■  Menchbrougbi  oitli  the  jiridmcri  froDi  Uclia-ler  gaul  la  llieir  Irial*  ai  Tuuiiliiii,  in  wbicli 

-  Iowa  (ha  iiilectijn  ullcrwiirdi  ipread,  and  cariied  off  tunie  baiidreri  ixnon*. 

^^  .     In  t7Mand  I735lli»di«eniper  pTCnailed  in  Newgate  to  a  degree    ubicb  cariied  uff 

mon'lluR  one-filth  ..I  ihe  pruonem. 

^  __  Oihcn  attributed  Hie  cause  of  llic  sudden  iiiorlnlil)  at  Oiford  lo  wilchcraD,  tbc  (icople 

^f  HUBMliMt  being  *et;Hi|>fnlitiuui>.     In  '  Webater'i  Oispltj  of  Wilcbrrafl,' a  wiitli 

J  -of  acne  anihenlicny  a>  to  the  telalioii  of  circumalanera  u>  lliey  occurred,  we  find  (be 

^  folkminf  •ccuuiil  ul  the  HUck  Auiie,  wliicli  we  iiuerl  ■■  a  matter  ot  curio)  iy  :-. 
^  'Tbe«baiid3ilid*ji  of  Jul),  ia59,wereh<>IdeiilbeaH<ie>a(0i(Drd   where  wai 

■ttr  anaii^cd  and  coiidcnined  uue  Itowliind  Jeiikei,  foe  hi>  lediliout  linienr,  at  wliich  tiiui: 

t  Iknc  anae  Hich  a  damp,  Ihat  alniutl  all  were  inratbeicd.     Vrry  lew  etcped  Ibat  were 

^  aol  taken  a(  Ihal  iiiHant.     The  jsruta  died  pteientiT  :  >hunlT  alter  died  Sir  Hutieil  Ball, 

t '  leri  Ehiir  baron.  Sir  Robeii  De  Utic.  Sir  Wm.  babinal'in.  Ur.  Wriiem.n,  Mr.  Ue  Ulie. 

^  1^  dwrlr,  Mr.  Daeeta,  Mr.  Uiieouil,  Ur.  Kit!e,  Ur  I'belepUce,  Mr.  Ureeuwoo 


MT.rMer,Seri;fftt.i  IlRrxio,  Mr.  Sfevetu,  &e.    'n.<>re  Mfi  in  n<i,iri! 

Vfnena;  and  xukaned  ihece,  li'  t  dird  in  ullirr  pljco,  iwii  buiidr.'il  »iii 

\h<iw  handled 
f  .>d<l.  Iron.  Ihe 

etfa  of  Julj  tu  Ihi-  IVib  at  AiiguM,  alter  which  daj  (lied  iioluiie  ol  Dim  i 

Iff  tkn  iuleclcil  iiiil  tnulliEr,  uw  an;   one   woniu  ur  cinlil   Hied   Iberi 

'Ul.      Villi  »ll>a 

pniKtWiI  idttion  ncturdilig  lu  uur  tJi^likli  unnali,  wliitb  relate  iMltn.^ 

inucoiideiiintd.ihi'ri'  hu-ii<g  noiii- beiine,  ai.d  tu  ^1  •oiiM  iiul  be  u  ,... 

Mla|M>«Ddlu><HiBUll>c  inteeauM   il.waatbini  It  (ortuUEilllxi  >. 

»J  band..  culle«tod  by  «tx  .ncioi.t  Kr«<lliipa»<'f  Vtri.  -bu-wu.u  «-  -< 
Ihcfcrof  Hieniie  ll.ing,  and  Uclx.  who  lived uImI  tbtllou!  urUil.  >c.i,|. 

,',  i:,;i',,,j;;„|g-;;, 

OifMd,  whertiii   II   i>  rvldrd   llxit:     "  Thai  Ilowtand   Jeiikei.  leriit 

lUilHi.'uliri   fur 

itcaMnabh-  word,  ipvkai  t^al  Uia  qM*ii,  asd  MUa^upub  t^^ 

*^ill'.i.i.  >lm 

Uep..;  and  ilIVi  «,-->.■,   l«.-,.,«f  (., ,....-  "^^mS.Jam 
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advised  his  wifo  Id  take  mediciiieB 
to  procure  abortion ;  and  then  aei> 
taally  murdered  lier  who  could  lie 
bate  enougli  to  follow  such  pemi. 
cious  adfico  :  thus  she,  as  is  but 
too  commonly  the  case  in  initaiices 
of  departure  from  the  laws  of  God, 
fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  passions  of  her 
seducer. 

What  must  hare  been  the 
thoughts  of  this  unhappy  wretch, 
wheo^after  haTiog  murdered  his  wife, 
he  deposited  her  body  almost  under 
the  gibbet  on  Hounslow  Heath! 
What  the  terrors  of  his  consdence 
when  he  heard  his  person  minutely 
described  by  the  bellman  at  Ports, 
mouth !     What  must  have  been  his 


teliiigs  when  ha  dbeorered  his  grftt 
to  his  brother,  and  when  hemet  the 
eye  of  hit  offended  parent !  How 
agonized  mutt  hui  mind  hare  been 
when  he  desired  his  brother  to  buy  a 
lancet,  that  he  might  add  suicide  to 
murder  !  In  a  word,  what  terroii 
must  this  most  unhappy  wretch 
hafe  felt  in  his  peregrinathms 
through  the  country,  from  his  com- 
mission of  the  crime  to  hb  sur- 
render to  justice,  and  thence  to  the 
moment  of  his  exit ! 

If  efer  any  man  could,  well 
might  he  say,  in  the  words  of  Scrip- 
ture, ^  A  wounded  spirit  who  can 
bear?' 


WILLIAM  UDALL, 

EXECUTED  FOR  IIIGUWAY  BOBBERT. 


The  father  of  this  reprobate  was 
an  eminent  distiller  in  Cicrkenwcll, 
London.  He  gare  his  son  a  good 
education,  and  bound  him  appren- 
tice  to  a  watchmaker  in  Leadeohall 
Street,  where  he  was  idlu,  and  soon 
learnt  from  some  abandoned  jour- 
neymen the  trick  of  scraping  gold 
from  the  inside  of  watcli-cascs, 
which  he  sold,  and  squandered  away 
his  ill-gotten  pelf.  His  master  died 
before  he  was  detected,  and  he  was 
turned  o?er  to  another,  whom  he 
offended  before  he  had  served  a 
quarter  of  a  year.  He  then  wuut 
to  life  with  one  Mr.  Stanbridgc,  of 
Clerkenwell,  who  engaged  to  pro- 
core  him  his  freedom  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  for  which  he  was 
originally  apprenticed. 

He  had  not  long  been  in  the  ser. 
▼ice  of  Stanbridge  before  he  con- 
nected  himself  with  a  number  of 


young  pickpockets,  with  whom  he 
used  to  go  out  of  an  cTening,  and 
steal  watches^  swords,  bats,  and  any 
thing  they  could  lay  their  hands 
on,  which  they  deposited  with  one 
Williams,  in  lianging-sword  Alley, 
Fleet  Street,  who  disposed  of  the 
effects,  and  shared  the  booty  with 
the  young  thieres. 

Udall's  father  was  apprized  of  his 
liring  in  an  irregular  manner,  but 
had  no  idea  that  he  had  proceeded 
to  such  lengths  as  to  become  a  rob- 
ber. However,  to  reclaim  him  from 
his  evil  courses,  he  took  a  house  for 
him,  and  put  him  into  business  ia  a 
Tery  reputable  way. 

One  of  Udall's  companions  was  a 
youth  named  Uaby,  who,  baring 
served  his  time  to  a  barber,  his 
friends  likewise  put  him  into  bail- 
ness;  and  for  somdmonths  the  young 
men  appeared  to  attend  the  dutief 


t^*^!  k^  P««o«»».     But  after,  it  seems,  be  bad  it  prepared,  and  against  the  dav  of  bit 

{"•'  J[*^  n»«dc  a  wick  of  it  (for  so  is  the  word ;  that  is,  so  fitted  that  like  a  candle  it  roigbt 

..  '^)«  "^hich,  at  soon  as  ever  he  was  condemned,  be  lighted,  haTing  provided  himKlf 

?iiSLlt  *'  ""**  ****^  ***  *^'^^*'  ^'*'  ^^^  whosoever  should  know  the  ingredienU  of 
^l^k,  or  candle,  and  the  manner  of  the  composition,  will  easily  be  pcnuadcd  of  tbo 
^'^J  •iHl  veoomoos  effect  of  it" 
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ofthcirrespectireprofeBsions :  fhcj 
had  not,  bowcTer,  quitted  their  old 
connexions,  being  used  to  go  al- 
most erery  night  to  Drury  Lane  to 
a  house  of  ill  fame,  which  was  kept 
by  a  woman  namifd  BirO- 

In  this  place  they  associated  with 
serera!  young  fellows  of  abandoned 
character,  who  instructed  them  in 
the  arts  of  gaming ;  so  that  in  a 
short  time  Udall  quitted  his  busi- 
ness,  though  he  had  a  great  pros, 
pect  of  success  in  trade.  Being  in 
possession  of  a  number  of  watches 
belonging  to  his  customers,  he  sold 
them  to  a  Jew,  and  appropriated 
the  produce  to  the  purposes  of  his 
own  extraTagance. 

Hafing  dissipated  all  his  money, 
his  associates  hinted  to  him  that,  as 
he  was  acqnainted  with  a  number 
of  watchmakers,  he  might  easily 
take  up  work  in  the  name  of  his 
late  master,  and  sell  the  articles  for 
his  own  emolument.  lie  followed 
this  pernicious  advice,  and  was  for 
some  time  a  gainer  by  the  projects 

lie  had  likewise  another  artifice, 
by  which  he  frequently  obtained 
money.  lie  would  sell  watches 
which  he  declared  to  be  worth  fire 
or  six  guineas  each,  but  take  only 
half  the  sum  till  the  purchasers 
Were  convinced  of  their  goodness; 
and  as  he  knew  that  these  watches 
irould  not  go  well,  they  were  al- 
ways  returned  to  be  rectified ;  on 
which  he  sold  them  to  other  people, 
and  the  original  purchasers  were 
defrauded. 

At  length  Udall  and  Raby  agreed 
to  commence  highwaymen  ;  and,  in 
consequence  thereof,  committed  a 
tiamber  of  robberies  in  and  near 
Epping  Forest,  Finchley  Common, 
ftc;  one  of  which  was  attended  with 
a  drcnmstance  of  unusual  barbarity. 

These  associates  in  wickedness, 
hafing  stopped  the  St.  Albans 
coach,  robbed  the  passengcn  of 
tbont  fife  pontids,  and  immediately 


put  spurs  to  their  horses ;  but  they 
had  not  rode  far  before  Udall  said 
that  a  lady  in  the  coach  had  a  re- 
markably fine  ring  on  her  finger. 
On  this  Raby  ro<lo  back  ;  and  4he 
lady  being  unwilling  to  part  with 
the  ring,  the  remorseless  rillaia 
drew  a  knife,  and  cut  off  her  finger, 
for  the  sake  of  the  paltry  prize. 

This  horrid  action  being  perpe- 
trated, they  rode  to  Hampstead; 
and,  having  robbed  some  other 
people  the  same  erening,  hastened 
to  Drury  Lane,  where  they  diflded 
Iho  spoil. 

The  companions  in  vice  had  an- 
other scheme,  which  was  frequently 
successful.  When  the  company  was 
coming  out  of  the  theatres,  ono  nf 
them  would  accost  a  lady  or  gentle- 
man, pretending  to  know  the  party, 
and  in  the  interim  the  other  seldom 
failed  of  making  prize  af  a  watch. 

It  was  a  common  practice  with 
Udall  to  go  to  the  shops  of  gold- 
smiths, and,  under  pretence  of  bay- 
ing gold  rings,  he  would  steal  them, 
and  leave  brass  rings  in  the  show, 
glass ;  and  ho  was  so  doxterous  in 
this  kind  of  robbery  that  be  was 
scarce  ever  detected. 

On  one  occasion  Udall  and  two 
of  his  accomplices,  named  Baker 
and  Wager,  stopped  a  coach  on  the 
road  to  Uxbridgo.  A  guard  b^ing 
behind  the  coach,  with  a  blonder, 
buss,  Baker  threatened  him  ^lli 
instant  death  if  ho  did  not  throw  It 
away,  and  the  man  obeyed.  Wag«ir 
and  Udall  guarded  the  coachman 
and  postilion,  wlule  B(|kcr  robbed 
the  company ;  but  this  was  no 
sooner  done  than  the  guard-  pro- 
duced a  horse. pistol,  with  which  ho 
fired  at  Udall,  and  brought  Mm  to 
the  ground ;  on  which  Baker  shot 
the  guard,  so  that  he  instantly  ex- 
pired. 

Udall  was  conveyed  to  a  larM- 
hoose  near  Uxbridge  by  his  aocoai- 
plices,  and  lay  there  six  weeks  be- 
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fore  he  neovcreA  ;  but  toon  arti-r- 
«ard>  thty  killed  (he  person  who 
guarilcil  another  cuach,  ai  it  wai 
going  uTcr  Turnham  Green. 

In  a  thort  time  afirr  the  comaiis. 
(loD  of  thii  atrucioui  crime  llJall 
liROcked  down  a  j'uung  womun  in 
Feochurch  Street,  whuni  hr  robbud 
of  acloak,  a  handkerchief,  and  her 
pocket,  which  containvd  only  a  few 
halfpence. 

Udall'i  father,  dlktreisnl  at  hii 
■on'i  prucecdinga,  and  whhlii);  to 
■avt:  faim  from  an  tgnoininiuu*  Tale, 
procured  him  to  be  arrested  and 
lodged  in  the  Compter,  hoping  that, 
when  hi(  companion*  wcrcdispoaed 
of  by  (he  operation  of  the  law,  he 
might  be  out  of  future  danger;  but 
il  happened  that  Kamscy,  one  of  his 
old  auociatei,  wai  confined  in  the 
■ame  prison  at  (he  time,  which 
coming  to  the  knowledge  of  Udall'i 
father,  he  got  hit  con  releaird. 

Ramiej'  being  enlarged  aonn  af- 
lenvardi,  thejr  met  at  an  alchoute  ; 
and,  hating  retolvcd  logo  un  the 
highway,  they  went  lu  a  liiery- 
•lable  at  London  Wall,  uhcrc  tht-y 
bired  honei,  and,  going  on  the 
Slratfard  road,  prucored  a  con- 
ddenble  booty  in  money  and 
wilcba  from  the  paMi-ngen  in 
■nenlcoachea. 

ulywit^awom■n 
uoung,  who  had 
'olhermeo. 
frcM>('<l  fur  cash, 
B  t6bbdl  Ihti  woman  of  fiTc  gold 
'~tgt ;  in  cvniMjuence  of  which  the 
B  him  apprehended  by  a  judge's 
-r>(l  bp  wai  lodged  in  the 
I  iplafl',  M  IS.  Vuung 
J I  Ibc  riogi  wcie  (he 
•  n«4litr  MOD  w lift  tthuBi 
'Oiled, 

.  dall'i  conAnnarnt  (be 
.■rnier  of  tba  ri(>"«  nffeted 
.G   tka   I'to--  if   he 

4f(a»hil4*  III'  ii;Bin 

'^^Mn./y  .  re. 


jertecl  (liil  offer,  an  onlar  wai  mad*  ;     tl 

for  hii  cummitMient  to  the  Kiaf'i  i     d 

Bench ;    but  he   and  another  pri.  !     bi 

loner  effected  their  e>ra|)e  (rum  the  j 

houie  of  (he  lipslaff  by  forcing  (be  .    ia 

key*  from  (he  mjid-iervatit.  ^    ^ 

No(  lonu  after    (hii    adveatnra  :    rf 

our  hero  and  lomc  of  hii  aiiocUtn  |    ij 

rubbed  a  physician  in  the  Sinad,  I    n 

for  which  they  were  all  of  then  ap-  '[    la 

prehended;    but    L'llall,    hrcooiiBg  It 

an  evidence  against  hi»  accomplicet,  \    p 

etcapcd   the  fate  which  he  had  M  '.      i 

frnjucuity  merited.  \    Iki 

Soon  after   Udall  had  that  ob-  i   a 

lained  hii  libertv  he  caiailly  met  )   jb 

with  Margaret  Voung,  in  company  ig 

with  the  presumptire  owner  of  the  .A 

rings  ahoTC  meniioncd,  who  ihrcal-  le 

ened  to  arrctt  Udall  for  tho  valae  nt 

of  rhcm  unlesi  he  would  give  bin  a  i  H 

note  fur  four  pounds.     Udall  com-  |  hi 

plyinit  with  this  demand,  and  being  li 

unable  to  ]iay  the  note  when  it  be-  j 

camedne,  wat  arrested ;  and,  stind.  rt 

ing  Irial,   was  cast,  ami  ordered  lo  I  pe 

discharge  both  dibt  and  cast».  |  n 

Udall's  Tclatioui,  who  had  been  [, 

put  to  gieal  expense  on  liii  iccoont,  ,   t) 

rrfused  to   pay    his  debt,   so  that  '  ^ 

he  became  a  prisoner  in  the  Mar-  |  (, 

ahalsea;  but  some  of  his  acqaaint-  .    , 

ance  hating  furiiiiihed  him  with  lawi  1  p 

and  ropes,  he  made  his  escape,  in  % 

company   with    anulher   prisoner,  ^ 

named  Man;   and  while  ibey  were  .  i 

escaping  a  neighbour  would  bare  si 

stopped  ihcm,  but  (hat  they  tfanal-  0, 

cncd  his  life  with  the  most  dreadfal  ^ 

im  preen  ti  oils.  ai 

After  Ihis  adventure  Udall  went  ] 

lo  see  his  retaiioni,  ud  promise  ^ 

(hem  (hat  he  would  go  to  UoUand  i, 

if  (hey  would  only  supply  him  wiA  li 

money  to  pay  fur  his  passage.    This  ,  ^ 

Ihey  readily  did,  and  promised  to  i| 

temithim  a  turn  once  a  year  towards  |, 

his  tupporl,  on  the  condition  of  Bie  ^ 

coullnuing  abroad;  bat  be  bad m  | 

sooner  poise^sed  himielf  of  ^  P*^  j  V 

sent  cash  than   he  went  tQ  a  hn*  i« 
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of  ill  fame  in  Charterhouse  Lane, 
where  he  spent  the  whole  of  the 
monej. 

Being  thus  impofcrished,  he  and 
his fellow.reprobatc, Man,  agreed  to 
go  on  the  highway  ;  and  the  woman 
of  the  house  hating  furnished  them 
with  pistols,  they  rude  beyond  Ed- 
monton, where  they  rubbed  four 
ladies  in  a  coach ;  and,  returning 
to  London,  spent  their  ill-gotten 
gains  in  Charterhouse  Lane. 

On  the  following  day  they  took 
three  gold  watches,  fife  pounds, 
and  some  silter,  from  the  passen- 
gers in  a  waggon  on  the  Western 
road,  near  Brentford ;  and  soon 
afterwards  they  robbed  two  gentle- 
men near  Epping  Forest ;  on  their 
return  from  which  expedition  Udall 
fell  from  his  horse,  and  was  so 
brnifed  as  to  be  obliged  to  keep 
his  bed  for  se? eral  days. 

When  his  health  was  somewhat 
re-established,  and  his  money  ex- 
pended, they  went  again  on  the 
road;  and,  hafing  supped  at  the 
Castle,  at  Holloway,  they  robbed 
three  gentlemen  near  Islington,  and 
spent  their  money  at  their  old  place 
of  resort  in  Charterhouse  Lane* 

About  this  time  information  was 
given  to  the  keeper  of  the  Mar- 
shalsea  prison  of  the  place  of  their 
resort,  on  which  he  sent  a  number 
of  men  to  take  them  into  custody  ; 
but|  jist  as  they  were  entering  at 
the  doOTi  cor  adfenturers,  having 
notice  of  their  approach,  escaped 
over  the  roof  of  the  house. 

The  runners  of  the  prison,  being 
disappointed  in  getting  possession 
of  the  men,  took  into  custody  the 
mistress  of  the  house  and  her  ser- 
vant; but  these  were  soon  after- 
wards dismissed,  on  their  engaging 
to  assist  in  the  apprehension  of  the 
prison-breakers.  * 

Some  days  afterwards,  when  Man 
uid  Udall  were  strolling  In  the 
Mighboarhood   of    laUngton^    in 


search  of  prey,  they  met  their  old 
landlady  in  company  with  two  of 
the  runners  of  the  Marsbalsea  ;  on 
which  the  robbers  produced  pistols, 
and  vowed  vengeance  against  the 
first  person  who  should  molest  them; 
The  woman  said  that  they  had  no. 
thing  to  fear,  for  there  was  no  in- 
tention of  injuring  them,  and  per* 
suaded  them  to  walk  in  company  as 
far  as  Pancras,  to  drink  at  a  public 
house. 

Having  continued  drinking  some 
time,  one  of  the  men  spoke  pri* 
rattfly  to  Udall,  and  made  him  the 
offer  of  his  liberty  if  he  would  assist 
in  apprehending  his  companioii, 
who  had  been  confined  for  a  large 
debt. 

Udall  said  he  was  unwilling  that 
Man  should  be  taken  while  in  his 
company,  lest  he  should  be  deemed 
treacherous  to  his  trust;  but  he 
would  leave  him  as  soon  as  they 
reached  London,  when  the  others 
might  take  him  into  custody.  This, 
however,  was  only  a  trick  of  Udali's ; 
for  when  he  got  into  the  fields  he 
privately  communicated  what  had 
passed  to  Man,  and  both  of  them, 
turning  round  at  the  same  instant, 
presented  pi»tols,  and  threatened 
immediate  destruction  to  the  other 
parties  unless  they  retired;  which 
they  thought  it  prudent  to  do  for 
their  own  security. 

The  accomplices  now  committed 
several  robberies  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Epping  Forest ;  and  Udall, 
having  one  night  left  his  horse  at  a 
public  house  on  the  forest,  went  to 
Man's  lodgings  in  a  state  of  abso- 
lute intoxication.  While  he  was  in 
this  situation  Man  went  out,  and 
locked  the  door,  on  the  pretence.of 
care  that  the  men  from  the  Mar- 
sbalsea should  not  apprehend  his 
companion :  but  he  immediately  de- 
livered himself  into  custody,  ai|d 
gave  the  key  to  the  runners,  who, 
entering  the  house,  seised  Udall.  in 
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bod,  and  conrcjcd  them  both  to 
their  former  apartments. 

Man  now  seriouslj  reflected  on 
bis  iituation  ;  and,  being  apprchcn. 
sire  that  he  might  be  seen  by  some 
person  who  wonld  charge  him  with 
a  capital  offenoe,  he  begged  to  be 
coodncted  to  a  magistrate,  before 
whom  he  was  admitted  an  eridence 
agaiast  bis  companion,  on  a  charge 
of  bis  haring  committed  screral 
robberies  on  the  highway. 

Hereupon  Udall  was  committed 
to  Newgate,  and,  being  tried  at  the 
Best  teisions  at  the  Olid  Bailey,  he 
was  convicted,  principally  on  the 
eridence  of  Man,  and  receifcd  sen- 
tence of  death. 

After  conriction  he  teemed  at 
once  to  gl?e  ap  all  hopes  of  life ; 
conscious  that  his  offences  were  so 
numerous  and  so  aggravated,  that  he 
bad  no  reason  to  expect -an  exten- 
non  of  the  royal  mercy  in  his  farour. 

He  aclLnowIedged  that,  from  the 
time  when  he  was  first  apprenticed, 
lie  had  lieen  a  total  stranger  to  com- 
mon honesty ;  and  that  his  father 
had  paid  and  expended  abo? e  four 


hundred  ponnds  in  froitlrsi  eodca. 
▼ours  to  sarc  him  from  ruin. 

William  Udall  was  executed  it 
Tybnm,  on  the  i4th  of  Marcb, 
1738,  in  the  twenty-second  year  of 
his  age. 

The  lieeping  of  bad  company  ap- 
pears to  hare  been  one  great  canie 
of  Udall's  destruction,  as  it  has  been 
that  of  thousands  besides.  There 
is  not  a  doctrine  in  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  religion  or  morslily  mors 
worthy  of  being  impressed  on  the 
minds  of  youth  than  that  which  in- 
culcates  the  necessity  of  keeping 
good  company.  The  mind  is  as 
necessarily  influenced  by  the  ideas 
of  those  with  whom  we  associate 
as  a  stream  of  fair  water  is  disco- 
loured by  that  of  a  fouler  stream 
running  into  it. 

Hence,  then,  let  young  people 
learn,  that  on  the  choice  of  their 
company  much  of  their  present  and 
future  happiness  may  depend  ;  and 
that  one  day  spent  in  the  practice 
of  religion  and  virtue  will  afibrd 
more  solid  satisfaction  than  an  age 
of  rice. 


JOHN  TOON  AND  EDWARD  BLASTOCK, 

EXECUTED  FOR  UIGUWAT  HOBBERY. 


The  parents  of  John  Toon  were 
respectable  inhabitants  of  Shore- 
ditch,  who,  having  bestowed  on 
him  a  liberal^education,  apprenticed 
him  to  a  capital  ironmonger,  who 
bad  married  his  sister ;  but,  not  being 
happy  in  this  situation,  his  father 
sent  bim  to  sea  at  the  expiration  of 
three  years. 

After  two  voyages  to  Barbadoes, 
he  grew  tired  of  the  life  of  a  seaman, 
which  be  quitted  to  live  with  his 
uncle,  who  was  a  carman,  and  in 
whose  service  he  behaved  so  nnex- 
ceptionably,  that,  on  the  death  of 
the  uncle,  which  happened  soon  af- 
terwards^ he  took  possession  of 
i^tfr  hundred  pouadsy  which  his  re- 


lation had  bequeathed  him  as  the 
reward  of  his  good  conduct. 

Soon  after  becoming  possessed  of 
this  money  he  married  the  sister  of 
Edward  Blastock,  and  began  to  lire 
in  a  most  extra\'agant  manner. 
When  he  had  dissipated  half  hU 
little  fortune,  Blastock  proposed 
that  they  should  go  into  Yorkshire, 
and  embark  in  public  business. 

This  proposal  being  accepted, 
they  took  an  inn  at  Shcflield,  the 
place  of  ijlastock's  birth  ;  but,  both 
the  landlords  being  better  calculated 
to  spend  than  to  get  money,  Toon 
soon  found  hb  circumstances  em- 
barrassed. 

Thus  situited)  he  reflected  on 
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Blastock  for  ad? ising  him  to  take 
the  inn;  and  the  other  recriminated 
bj  recounting  the  faults  of  Toon. 
In  consequence  of  this  dissension 
Blastocic  brought  his  wife  to  Lon. 
don,  whither  Toon  and  his  wife 
soon  followed,  after  selling  off  their 
effects. 

Toon,  who  was  now  totally  re* 
dnced,  met  his  own  elder  brother 
one  daj  in  Cbeapside.  l^his  bro. 
ther,  who  was  a  dyer  in  Shorcditch, 
took  little  notice  of  the  other ;  but, 
as  Toon  imagined  he  was  going  out 
for  the  daj,  he  went  to  his  honsc, 
and  met  with  his  wife,  who  en. 
treated  him  to  stay  dinner :  to  this 
he  consented,  and  in  the  mean  time 
went  to  see  the  men  at  work,  among 
whom  finding  one  of  genteel  ap- 
pearanee,  whom  he  learnt  was  his 
brother's  book-keeper,  he  became 
extremely  enraged  that  his  brother 
shoold  employ  a  stranger  in  this 
station  in  preference  to  himself,  at 
a  (Ime  that  he  was  in  circumstances 
of  distress. 

In  this  agitation  of  mind  he  re- 
turned into  the  house ;  and,  whilst 
his  sister-in-law  was  gone  into  an. 
other  room,  he  stole  a  small  quan- 
tity of  silf or  plate,  and  decamped : 
and,  baring  soon  spent  the  produce 
of  this  theft,  he  determined  on  the 
daiigeroQS  and  fatal  resource  of  the 
highway. 

Hb  first  expedition  was  to  Epping 
Forest,  where  he  waited  a  long  time 
in  expectation  of  a  booty ;  and  at 
length  observing  a  coach  come  from 
Lord  Castlemain's  seat,  he  used  the 
ntMt  dreadful  imprecations  to  com- 
prf  the  coachman  to  stop,  and 
robbed  two  ladies  of  nearly  three 
pounds,  with  a  girdle-buckle  and 
*n  etwoe.case. 

'  He  now  imagined  that  he  had  got 
a  valuable  prize :  but  he  at  length 
ptwned  the  buckle  and  etwee  for 
twclre  shillings,  finding  that  the 
Utter  was  base  metal,  though  he 


had  mistaken  it  for  gold,  and  that 
the  former  was  set  with  crystal 
stones,  instead  of  diamonds,  aa  they 
had  appeared  to  his  eye. 

He  soon  spent'his  ilUgottcn  trea* 
sure,  and,  going  again  on  the  high* 
way,  stopped  and  robbed  several 
persons,  among  whom  was  a  gentle* 
man  named  Corner,  who  earnestly 
exhorted  him  to  decline  his  present 
course  of  life,  not  only  from  the 
immorality  but  the  danger  of  it. 
The  robber  thanked  the  gentleman 
for  his  adrico ;  but  said  that  he  had 
no  occasion  for  it,  as  he  was  suffi- 
ciently apprised  of  his  danger,  but 
he  most  hare  his  money  on  peril  of 
instant  death ;  and,  baring  robbed 
him  of  three  guineas,  lie  decamped 
with  the  utmost  expedition. 

One  of  his  next  robberies  was  on 
Epping  Forest,  where  he  dispot- 
sessed  a  gentleman  of  his  money, 
and  a  gold  watch,  which  he  left  in 
the  hands  of  a  receifor  of  stolen 
goods,  to  dispose  of  to  the  best  ad« 
fantage:  but  the  watch  being  el 
Talue,  and  in  high  estimation  wkli 
the  owner,  he  advertised  it,  with  a 
reward  of  eight  guineas ;  tin  which 
the  receiver  delivered  it,  and  took 
the  money,  but  gave  Toon  only 
seven  of  tbem,  pretending  that  it 
was  all  he  could  obtain • 

Toon,  not  having  read.theadrer. 
tiscment,  was  ignorant  of  the  trick 
that  had  been  put  upon  him  ;  bat^ 
being  some  days  afterwards  upon 
Epping  Foreal,  and  having  in  vain 
waited  some  time  for  a  booty,  ho 
went  to  the  Green  Man,  by  Lord 
Castlemain's  house,  where  he  heard 
one  of  his  lordship's  footoien  re- 
counting the  particulars  of  the  rob* 
bery,  and  saying  that  tho  watch 
had  been  recovered  on  giving  eight 
guineas  for  it. 

This  circumstance  determined 
Toon  never  to  lodge  any  of  his 
future  booties  in  the  same  hands. 
But  It  will  now  be  proper  to  say 
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something  of  the  other  malefsctor, 
whose  storj  makes  a  part  of  (his 
narratire. 

Edward  Blattock  was  a  natite  of 
Sheffield,  in  Yorkshire,  and  wasap. 
prenticed  in  London  to  a  peruke- 
maker  in  the  Temple ;  and  bis  mas. 
ter  dying  when  he  had  ser? cd  about 
fire  years,    his    mistress   declined 
trade,  and  ga?e  the  young  fellow 
his  indentures,  on  the  representa- 
tion of  the  gentlemen  of  the  law  that 
they  wished  him,  rather  than  any 
other,  to  succeed  her  late  huiband. 
But  the  rent  of  the  hoose  being 
high,  Blastock  was  afraid  to  enter 
on  business  so  early  in  life,  he  being 
at  that  time  only  eighteen  years  of 
age:  on  which  he  took  two  rooms 
in  Whitefriars,  where  he  began  to 
practise  in  hit  calling,  and  met  with 
great  success. 

Coming  by  this  meant  into  the 
possession  of  money  before  he  knew 
the  Talue  of  it,  he  attached  himself 
to  the  fashionable  pleasures  of  the 
town,  by  which  he  soon  incurred 
more  debts  than  he  could  discharge; 
and,  consequently,  being  obliged  to 
decline  business,  he  had  recourse  to 
the  wretched  life  of  a  strolling 
player,  refusing  to  accept  of  a  good 
situation  which  was  offered  him  by 
a  gentleman  of  the  Temple. 

Soon  afterwards  Blastock  mar. 
ried,  had  several  children,  and, 
being  reduced  to  great  distress, 
went  into  Yorkshire  with  Toon,  as 
we  have  already  mentioned. 

On  his  return  from  Yorkshire  be 
again  engaged  himself  as  a  strolling 
player,  and,  after  some  time,  ca- 
sually meeting  with  Toon,  the  lat. 
ter  represent^  the  advantages  to  be 
made  by  the  life  of  a  highwayman, 
and  wished  him  to  embark  in  that 
business  ;  which  he  declined  on  the 
double  score  of  its  danger  and  im. 
morality* 

I^ot  Jong  after  this  refusal  Bias- 
iock  wdB  sdxed  with  an  indisposU 


tion  which  threatened  his  life,  mi 
confined  him  so  long  that  his  wifc 
was  obliged  to  pairn  almost  all  hcf 
effects  for  his  support ;  and,  bciag 
Tisited  by  Toon  during  his  illness, 
the  latter  again  wished  him  tocaau 
mence  highwayman. 

Blastock  had  no  sooner  rccoTeral 
bis  health,  than,  depressed  by  waat 
he  yielded  to  the  dangerous  solidU* 
tion,  and  went  nith  bis  accomplice  la 
£pping  For^t,  where  they  stopped 
the  chariot  of  a  gentlesian,  whoM 
they  robbed  of  a  few  shillings-  and 
a  pocket.piece,  and  then  casM  !• 
I.«ondon. 

On  the  following  day  they  went 
again  towards  the  forest;  bat,  ia 
crossing  Uackney  Marsh,  Tooa's 
horse  sunk  in  a  slough,  where  ht 
continued  so  long  a  time  that  they 
found  it  impossible  to  achieve  Bi|y 
profitable  adventure  that  night.    ■ 
Thus  disappointed,  they  returned 
to  London,  and  on  the  27th  of  Fe- 
bruary following  set  out  on  another 
expedition,  which  proved  to  be  their 
last  of  the  kind.     While  Toon  was 
loading  his  {Mstols,  be  was  prepos. 
sessed   with  the  idea  that  his  fate 
was  speedily  approachiug;  never- 
theless, he  resolved  to  run  every 
hazard :  on  which  they  rode  as  far 
as  Muswell  Bill,  where  they  stopped 
a  gentleman  usmed  Scabrokc,  and 
demanded  his  money. 

Thegentlemaii  gave  them  eighteen 
shillings,  saying  it  was  all  ho  had, 
and  adding,  ^  God  bless  you,  gc q- 
tlemen,  you  are  welcome  to  it.' 
Toon  then  demanded  his  watch, 
which  Mr.  Seabroke  delivered,  es- 
pressing  himself  again  in  the  sane 
words. 

This  robbery  being  committed, 
they  galloped  hard  towards  Bigk- 
gate ;  and  their  horses  being  almost 
tired,  Blastock,  stung  with  the  sense 
of  his  guilt,  frequently  looked  be- 
hind him,  in  apprehension  that  he 
waapaniKod  ^  and  so  strong  wutha 
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terror  of  conscience,  '  which  mak^ 
cowards  of  us  all,'  (hat  both  of 
them  agreed  to  quit  their  horses, 
and  make  their  escape. 

Thej  now  ran  through  a  farm* 
yard,  and«  taking  the  twick  road 
which  leads  from  ilighgale  to 
llampstead,  got  to  London  on 
fool;  and  Blastock  now  declared 
his  determination  nerer  to  embark 
ill  such  another  project,  while  bo 
congratulated  himself  on  his  narrow 
esca|HS. 

They  now  took  a  solemn  oath 
that,  if  either  of  them  should  be  ap- 
prehended, neither  would  impeach 
the  other ;  and  the  watch  obtained 
in  the  last  robbery  being  sold  for 
two  guineas,  Blastock  receifed  his 
share,  and  went  to  join  a  company 
of  strolling  players  at  Chatham. 

The  stolen  watch  being  adfer- 
tised,  the  purchaser  carried  it  to 
Mr.  Seabroke,  telling  him  that  he 
knew  Toon,  and  would  assist  in 
taking  him  into  custody  ;  the  conse- 
queoeo  of  which  was,  that  the  of- 
fender was  lodged  in  Newgate  on 
the  same  day. 

Toon  kept  his  oath  in  declining 
to  gife  any  information  against  his 
accomplice:  but  Blastock,  having 
^reed  to  go  with  the  players  to  a 
greater  dbtancc  from  London  than 
Chatham,  returned  to  town  to  bid 
his  wife  and  children  adieu. 

When  he  arrited,  which  was 
about  midnight,  his  wife  and  sister 
were  in  bed ;  and  the  former  hating 
opened  the  door,  he  was  informed 
that  Toon  was  in  custody,  and  ad- 
fised  to  seek  his  safety  by  an  im- 
mediate flight 

This  adfice,  howeier,  he  did  not 
take ;  and,  in  the  morning,  Toon's 
wife  desired  he  would  slay  while 
she  f  kited  her  husband,  declaring 
that  she  would  not  mention  his 
hating  returned  to  London. 

On  her  return  from  this  fisit 
ske  wept  much,  and  expressed  her 
wishes  for  the  approach  of  night| 


that  he  might  retire  in  safety.  In 
the  eTcning,  while  supper  was  pro- 
fiding,  she  went  out  under  pretence 
of  a  fisit  to  her  husband ;  but  in- 
stead thereof  she  went  to  Toon's 
brother,  who  taking  her  before  a 
magistrate,  some  peace-officers  were 
sent  to  take  Blastock  into  custody. 

Mrs.  Toon  directed  the  officers 
to  the  room  where  her  brother  was, 
in  company  with  two  men  of  his 
acquaintance,  who  were  adfising 
him  on  the  emergency  of  his  affairs. 
Blastock,  suspecting  some  foul  play, 
concealed  himself  in  a  closet;  and, 
when  the  officers  came  in,  they  first 
seized  one,  and  then  the  other,  of 
the  persons  present;  but  were  sooa 
con? inccd  that  neither  of  them  was 
the  party  they  were  in  search  of. 

0^  this  the  officers  made  a  stricter 
search,  and,  finding  Blastock  in  the  ' 
closet,  took  him  into  custody. 
Having  taken  lea? e  of  his  wife  and 
children,  they  carried  him  before  a 
magistrate,  who  asked  him  if  he 
had  not  a  worse  coat  than  that 
which  he  then  wore.  Blastock 
owned  that  he  had,  and  actually 
sent  for  it ;  and  it  was  kept  to  be 
produced  in  evidence  against  him. 

While  the  officers  were  conduct- 
ing him  to  Newgate  in  a  coacb, 
they  told  him  that  Mrs.  Toon  had 
given  the  information  against  him ; 
at  which  he  was  so  shocked,  that  it 
was  some  time  before  he  could  re- 
cover his  recollection,  being  abso- 
lutely insensible  when  he  was  lodged 
in  prison. 

These  malefactors,  being  tried  at 
the  next  sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
were  capitally  convicted,  and  re- 
ceived sentence  of  death ;  and,  after 
conviction,  were  confined  in  the 
same  cell :  but  being  unhappy  to- 
gether,  from  their  mutual  recrimi- 
natiuns,  the  keeper  caused  them  to 
be  separated. 

Toon  behaved  more  penitently 
than  malefactors  usually  do;  and 
Blastock  exhibited  an  oncommon 
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iof  tanoe  of  anfdgned  peniteooe  and 
contrition. 

They  suffered  at  Tybnrn,  May 
SO,  1738,  having  embraced  each 
other  at  the  place  of  their  death, 
and  Blastock  delirering  the  follow- 
ing speech  to  the  sorronnding  mnl- 
lltude  :— 

^  Dear  friends,— I  do  not  come 
here  to  eicuse  myself,  although  I 
]ia?e  been  first  led  into  the  crime  for 
which  I  suffer,  and  then  basely  be> 
trayed:  no,  I  am  sensible  of  my 
guUt ;  nor  should  I  have  made  the 
world  acquainted  with  this  bar- 
barous treatment  that  1  have  met 
with,  even  from  a  near  relationi 
had  it  not  been  with  a  view  of  pre- 
venting the  ruin  of  many  young 
persons. 

^  Let  my  fate  be  an  example  to 
them;  and  never  let  any  man  in 
trade  think  himself  above  his  busi- 
ness, nor  despise  the  offers  of  those 
who  would  serve  him.  Let  them 
purchase  wisdom  at  my  cost,  and 
never  let  slip  any  op|>ortunity  that 
bids  fair  to  be  of  the  least  advan- 
tage to  them ;  for  experience  tells 
me  that,  had  I  done  as  I  now  advise 
you,  I  had  never  come  to  this  end. 

^  The  iiext  thing  is,  never  to  trust 
your  life  in  the  hands  of  even  a  near 
relation ;  for  money  will  make  those 
who  pretend  to  be  your  nearest 


friends  your  most  bttler  enciaief. 
Never  be  persuaded  to  do  any  tUm* 
you  may  be  sorry  for  aftenrarisy 
nor  believe  the  most  solemn  cathf, 
for  there  is  po  truth  in  impreca- 
tions; rather  take  a  man's  ward, 
for  those  that  will  swear  will  lie. 
Not  but  that  I  believe  there  am 
some  in  the  world  who  would  safe 
the  worst  of  deaths  rather  than  be* 
tray  the  trust  reposed  in  theo. 

^  What  I  have  here  declared,  as 
I  am  a  dying  man,  I  protest  btfoie 
God  is  tnie ;  and  here,  befoieGod 
and  the  worid,  I  freely  forgive 
those  who  betrayed  me,  and  die  la 
peace  with  all  mankind. 

*  I  implore  the  forgiveness  of  ffutf 
God  who  has  promised  pardon  tad 
mercy  to  all  those  who  siaeerely 
repent;  and  I  hope  I  have  dene 
my  best  endeavours,  while  in  prison, 
to  make  my  peace  with  a  jostly 
offended  God :  I  hope,  the  mofncat 
I  leave  this  troublesome  world,  ay 
soul  will  be  received  into  eternal 
happiness,  through  the  merits  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

'  I  conclude  with  my  prayers  for 
the  welfare  of  my  poor  onhappy 
wife  and  children,  who  are  now  re- 
duced to  misery ;  and,  takmg  along 
farewell  of  the  world,  I  commit  my 
spirit  into  the  hands  of  Him  who 
gave  me  being*' 


JOSEPH  JOHNSON, 

EXF.CUTED  FOR  ROBBERY. 

Johnson's  parents  lifcd  in  the    by  a  variety  of  false  pretences,  get 


Old  Jewry  ;  and,  being  very  poor 
people,  his  edncation  was  totally 
neglected.  He  kept  bad  company 
almost  from  his  infancy;  and,  becom- 
ing  a  pickpocket  while  yet  a  child, 
he  continued  that  practice  till  he 
was  above  twenty  years  of  age. 
He  then  took  a  new  mode  to  de- 


possession  of  the  goods  intrusted 
to  their  care.*  For  one  of  these 
offences  he  was  taken  into  custody, 
and  tried  at  the  Old  l^iley,  where 
he  was  acquitted  In  defect  of  evi- 
dence. 

Having  thus  obtained  his  liberty, 
he  had  recourse  to  his  former  prac- 
tices, till,  being  apprehended  for 
stealing  a  sword,  he  was  tried  and 


fraud.     He  used  to  meet  porters 
and  errand-boys  in  the  streets,  and, 

*  Thh  it  an  arti&ce  that  list  been  practised  with  too  much  success  of  late  vears;  hot,  if 
servants  Intrusttd  with  goods  woald  deliver  them  only  accoi^^^Vo  xiv*  otatn^Viw  by 
iheir  emphjen,  the  designs  of  tliieves  would  in  genet*!  ^  {iu«tra,\«^. 
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confictcd  at  the  Old  Bailej,  and 
sentenced  to  seven  years'  trans- 
portation. 

It  happened  that  one  of  his  fcU 
low.convicts  was  possessed  of  a 
stolen  bank  •  note,  which  was 
changed,  as  b  presnmed,  with  the 
captain  of  the  vessel,  who  had  a 
gratuity  for  their  liberty  ;  for,  when 
they  arrived  in  America,  they  were 
set  at  large,  and  took  lodgings  at 
New  York,  where  they  lived  some 
time  in  an  expensive  manner ;  and 
the  captain^  on  his  return  to  £ng« 
land,  stopped  at  llotterdam,  where 
he  offered  the  stolen  note  to  a  bank- 
er; on  which  he  was  lodged  in 
prison,  and  did  not  obtain  his  liber- 
ty without  considerable  difficulty. 

Johnson  and  his  associate,  having 
quitted  New  York,  embarked  for 
Holland,  whence  they  came  to  Eng- 
land, where  they  assumed  the  dress 
and  appearance  of  people  of  fa. 
shion,  and  frequented  all  the  places 
of  publicdiTersion.  Thus  disguised, 
Johnson  used  to  mix  with  the 
crowd,  and  steal  watches,  &c. 
whkh  his  accomplice  carried  off  un. 
suspected. 

The  effects  thus  stolen  were  con- 
stantly  sold  to  Jews,  who  sent  them 
to  Holland,  where  they  were  sold, 
and  the  robbers  escaped  undetected. 
In  the  summer  time,  when  Lon- 
don was  thin  of  company,  Johnson 
and  his  companion  used  to  ride 
through  the  country,  the  former 
appearing  as  a  gentleman  of  for- 
tonei  and  the  latter  as  his  servant. 
On  their  arrival  at  an  inn,  they 
inqaired  of  the  landlord  into  the 
drcnmstances  of  the  farmers  in  the 
neighbourhood ;  and  when  they  had 
learned  the  name  and  residence  of 
one  who  was  rich,  with  such  other 
particulars  as  might  forward  their 
plan3  ^bc  servant  was  dispatched  to 
tall  the  farmer  that  the  'squire 
woald  be  glad  to  speak  with  him  at 
the  inn ;  and  he  was  commissioned 
to  hint  that  his  master's  property  in 


the  public  funds  was  Tery  consi« 
derable. 

This  bait  generally  succeeded: 
the  farmer  hastened  to  the  inn, 
where  he  found  tho  'isquire  in  an 
elegaat  undress ;  who,  after  tho 
first  compliments,  informed  himi 
that  he  was  come  down  to  purchase 
a  valuable  estate  in  the  neighbour* 
hoo<l,  which  he  thouj(ht  so  well 
worth  the  buying,  that  be  had 
agreed  to  pay  part  of  the  money 
that  day  :  but,  not  having  sufficient 
cash  in  his  possession,  he  had  sent 
for  the  farmer  to  Wnd  him  part  of 
the  sum  ;  and  assured  him  that  he 
should  be  no  loser  by  granting  the 
favour. 

To  make  sure  of  his  prey,  he  had 
always  some  counterfeit  jewels  in 
his  possession,  which  he  used  to  de- 
posit in  the  farmer's  hands,  to  be 
taken  up  when  the  money  was  re- 
paid ;  and,  by  artifices  of  this  kind, 
Johnson  and  his  associate  acquired 
large  sums  of  money ;  the  former 
not  only  changing  his  name,  but 
disguising  his  person,  so  that  detec* 
tion  was  almost  impossible. 

This  practice  he  continued  for  a 
succession  of  years ;  and,  in  one  of 
his  expeditions  of  this  kind,  ac- 
tually got  possession  of  a  thousand 
pounds,  with  which  he  escaped  nn» 
suspected. 

in  order  to  avoid  detection,  he 
took  a  small  house  in  Southwark^ 
where  he  used  to  liye  in  the  most 
obscure  manner,  not  even  permit- 
ting his  servant-maid  to  open  the 
window,  lest  he  should  be  disco- 
vered. 

Thus  he  continued  committing 
these  kind  of  frauds,  and  living  in 
retirement  on  the  profits  arising 
from  them,  till  he  reached  tho  age 
of  sixty  years;  when,  though. he 
was  poor,  he  was  afraid  to  make 
fresh  excursions  to  the  country, 
but  thought  of  confining  his  talents 
to  London. 
Hereupon  lie  fdcked  the  pockets 
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of  seferal  persona  of  as  many 
watches  as  produced  money  enough 
to  furnish  him  with  an  elegant  suit 
of  clothes,  in  which  he  went  to  a 
public  ball,  where  he  walked  a 
minuet  with  the  kept-mistress  of  a 
aoblemao,  who  in? ited  him  to  drink 
tea  with  her  on  the  following 
day. 

He  attended  theinfitation,  when 
she  informed  him  that  she  had  an- 
other  engagement  to  a  ball,  and 
should  think  herself  eitremely  ho. 
noured  by  his  company*  lie  readi- 
ly agreed  to  the  proposal ;  but, 
while  in  company,  he  picked  the 
pocket  of  Mr.  Fye,  a  merchant's 
clerk,  of  a  pocket-book,  contain- 


ing i*ank-iiDtet  to  the  amount  of 
fi?e  hundred  pounds. 

Pye  had  no  Idea  of  his  loss  tiQ 
the  following  day,  when  he  shoald 
have  accounted  with  his  employ. 
Upon  the  discovery  being  sude, 
immediate  notice  was  aent  to  the 
Bank  to  stop  payment  of  the  notes ; 
and  Johnson  was  actually  changiig 
one  of  them,  to  the  amount  of  fifty 
pounds,  when  the  messenger  came 
thither.  Hereupon  he  wai  taken 
into  custody,  and  being  tried  at  the 
next  sessions  at  the  Old  Bollefy 
for  privately  stealing,  was  capitally 
convicted ;  and  this  offeoce  Mmg 
without  the  benefit  of  eleigy'i  kii 
was  sentenced  to  death* 


*  BsMifiT  OF  Clrkgy. — ^Tiiii  is  a  legal  phrase,  or  technical  tmn.  which  iianM- 
sariljr  oAeu  repeated  in  criuiuial  rep.Ttt,  while  nuiul>ers  are  not  appriied  of  its  fiill 
meaning  or  its  origin. 

Tlie  dark  clouds  of  barbarism  wliicli  succeeded  the  downfall  of  the  Roman  impiii 
having  greatly  effaced  literary  pursuits,  the  regular  and  secular  clen^,  with  fc*  «• 
ceptioiiv,  became  (be  sole  dcjiositaries  ot  book*  and  I  earning.  Ignoranoe  b  the  ^~^ 
stool  of  ambition  and  tyranny  ;  and  thus  the  priest  ruled  the  ignorant  maw  of  the 
witb  a  rod  of  iron ;  but,  as  learning  was  slowly  disseminated,  the  people's  eye 
to  their  nordid  delusions. 

As  it  is  common  to  respect  what  we  do  not  understand,  (be  monks  turned  this  advaa- 
tage  tu  good  account;  and  it  grudually  became  a  principle  of  common  law  that  BO 
clerk,  (bat  it  to  say,  no  priest,  should  be  tried  by  (he  civil  power ;  a  privilege  wbleh 
was  enjovcd  and  abused  for  several  hundred  years,  until  a  council  or  parliament  at  that 
time  existing,  provoked  by  murders,  and  other  abominable  crimes,  set  boQnds  to  eccle- 
siastical enormities  by  a  salutary  regulation  of  the  subject. 

But  this  regulation  was  evaded  by  the  insolence  and  artifice  of  tlie  prood  k  Becket, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  who,  for  his  tuibulence,  was  assassinated  before  his  own 
altar  i  and  by  the  base  pusillanimity  of  King  John  and  his  successors  to  the  English 
throne  during  a  long  period 

The  artful  monks  procured  a  law  to  be  made  (kings  being  then  nearly  arbitrary),  by 
which  any  person  convicted  of  felony  was  exempt  from  punishment '  if  he  could  read 
and  write  as  a  priesi ;'  and  from  this  (hey  denved  considerable  riches,  by  teaching  pri- 
soners to  read  and  write,  which  acquirements,  however  odious  and  bloody  their  offiuoes, 
rescued  them  from  the  (icnalty  of  the  law:  and  the  contrivers  of  this  artful  measure  de- 
rived another  advantage  from  ii :— every  desperate  adventnrer,  every  bold  man,  became 
a  ready  and  submistive  tool  to  the  Church  This  abominable  imposition  upon  the  people 
was  continued  until  the  reign  of  £dward  VI   when  priestcraft  received  some  checL 

At  length  it  was  enacted  that  no  person  convicted  of  manslaughter  should  claim  the 
benefit  of  clergy,  unless  he  be  a  peer  of  the  realm,  or  actually  in  priest's  orders;  but  by 
the  9th  of  James  I.  this  partial  and  injurious  exemption  was  entirely  abolished. 

It  is  a  common  opinion  with  numbers,  that  the  words '  Without  benefit  of  clergy* 
mean  that  no  spiritual  assistance  shall  be  given,  or  a  priest  suffered  to  exhort  the  dyiag 
malefactor  to  confession  of  sin.  I1ie  meaning  simply  is,  thai,  even  should  a  criminal 
be  able  to  read  and  write,  it  shall  not  in  any  decree  diminish  his  punishment,  and 
that  he  ahall  not  now  be  entitled  to  any  of  those  privileges  he  formerly  enjoyed  by  the 
clOT|y. 

M  as  have  had  no  opportunity  of  inquiring  into  tlie  subject  will  hardly 

"^^'*"  tbat  Ibm  are  above  one  hundred  and  sixty  ofiences  punished  by 

iauedy  '  WUhoat  benefit  of  clergy:' — tbat  is,  capital  ofkata$ 

ha  printfs  ait  of  tead'mi;  and  wutfiu^ , «»««  uui^xxa  Oia  ac- 
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After  conviction  he  behxcd  in  19,  1738, wilhoiitmakinganj  con. 

Iho  most  imprup.  r  manner,  rerilini;  tv%ihin  of  hii  crimM,  and  refasing  to 

God,   and   appearinfi   tu   liaw   no  join  in  the  customary  dflTotioni  on 

■di-quate   lenie  of  the  awful   fiile  lucti  an  iwfol  occasion,  though  an 

tUt  awaited  him.  oSimdcr  of  ahore  s'tnty   years   of 

He  wai  hanged  at  Tyburn  July  age. 


B^/«^l 


AickanlHH  'and  Ctyk  tttadang  C^l.  Martlei)  in  kit  CaWit. 


JOHN  RICHARDSON  AND  RICHARD  COYLE, 

KiKCuTKEi  Foa  piKAcy  and  muhoku. 

Thi  crime  of  piracy  ii  generally  ne»,  ho  tailed  on  board  a  merchant, 

sccompaniid  by  murder.     Richard-  ihip,  commanded  by  bb  nameMtke, 

•on,  to  both   tbeae  crimci,  added  Captain  Ricbardion. 

that  of  twindling.     His    memory  After  one  voyage,  he  Mrred  fire 

iriU  with  jnitice  fa«  particularly  ex.  yean   to  a  carpenter ;  but  baring 

wratcd  by  our  female  readen ;   for  made  an  illicit  conneiion  with  hi* 

it  will  be  found  that,  throogh  the  raaiteHi    danghter,    who    became 

nmt  consummate    hypocrisy,    he  pregnant,  he  quitted    his   terrice, 

tBeeeeded   In    seducing,  and    then  and  entered  on  board  a  ship  bound 

abiDdoDing,teTeral  of  their  tex.  to   Jamaica;  on   his  arrival   there 

John  Richardiuo  was  an  Amcti.  he  was  impretird,  put  on  board  a 
CU,  baring  been  born  in  the  city  of  man  of  war,  and  brongbt  to  Bag- 
New   Tork,    where    he    went   to  land. 

■Aoid  till  be  was   fourteen  yean  The  ship's    crew  being  pud  at 

>U;  be  was  then   put  under  the  Chatham,  he  came  to  London,  took 

can  of  his   brother,  who'was   a  lodgings  in  Horsleydown,  and  spent 

"foptr ;  bat,  not  likipg  that  bosi.  all  bit  money.    On  this  he  raiered 

TOt.  t.  «4 


I 
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2S  h>ar>vain  on  bo&rd  a  Teffci 
Tjo-^tid  Um  the  Baltic  ;  but.  bein^ 
wcarv  of  hi«  tifuaiion.  he  oon 
qui' ted  that  ttalion.  hai in^  znt  con- 
certed and  eiecated  the  foiiowine 
•c^jemeof  fraad. 

Knowinz  t.^at  there  wa^  a  t.of- 
chant  in  the  cjuntrj  wi:h  whom 
the  captain  bad  dealings,  he  went 
to  a  tSTcrn,  and  wrote  a  letter,  as 
from  the  captain,  Jciiring  that  the 
merchant  would  «end  him  a  hun- 
dred rix  dollars.  Thi«  letter  he 
carried  hiTiself,  and  received  the 
money  from  tlie  merchant,  who  «aid 
he  bad  more  at  the  captain*^  siTvicG 
if  it  was  wanted. 

Being  possessed  of  this  sum,  he, 
the  next  day,  embarked  en  board  a 
Dutch  vessel  bound  to  Amsterdam  ; 
and  soon  after  his  arrif a!  connected 
himself  with  a  woman  whose  hus. 
band  had  ftailcd  is  mate  of  a  Dutch 
East  India  ship.  With  this  woman 
he  cohabited  about  ci^ht  months, 
when  she  told  him  that  it  would  be 
necessary  fur  him  to  dfcamp.  as 
^he  daily  expected  her  husband  to 
return  from  his  voya;;e. 

Richardson  agreed  to  depart,  but 
first  determined  fo  rob  her  ;  and, 
ba\ing  persuaded  her  to  go  to  the 
play,  he  took  her  to  a  tavern  after- 
wardii,  where   he   plied    her    nith 
Jiqiior  till  she  was  perfectly  intoxi- 
cated.     This  being  done,  he  at- 
tended her  home,  and,  having  got 
her  to  bed  and  found  her  fast  asleep, 
he  took  the  keys  out  of  her  |)ocket, 
and,  unlocking  the  warehouse,  stole 
India  goods  to  the  amount  of  two 
hundred   pounds,    which    he  con. 
Teyed  to  a  lodging  he  had  taken  to 
receive  them.  He  then  replaced  the 
keys;  but,  finding  some  that  were 
smaller,  he  with  those  opened  her 
drawerfi,  and  took  out  sixty  pounds. 
Some  years  afterwards  he  taw  this 
woman    at  A^msterdam,    but    she 
o^Mdeno  complaint  of  the  robbery  ; 
by  which  it  m  «/  reasonably  be  gup- 
poted  th%t  $h  m  was  afraid  her  hus- 


band michc  « aspect  her  foraer  illi- 
clc  conneiioa. 

Kavir^  put  ho  stolen  goods  oa 
board  one  c:  the  Rotterdiai  boali, 
hed-?~irred  for  i^  it  pUre.  where  be 
foLH  '  the  ca[  :iia  of  a  vessel  boand 
to  Ne«  Lr^iir..!.  «ith  whom  be 
<iTled  at  the  cxpira'ivn  of  four  dan. 

On  thtir  arriiai  at  Boston,  Rich, 
ardson  went  to  settle  aboat  fifty 
miles  up  the  country,  inexpectatkm 
that  the  property  he  possessed 
might  procure  him  a  wife  of  some 
fortune.  Hiring  taken  Us  kid§. 
ings  at  a  farmer's,  be  deposited  hb 
good^  in  a  kind  of  warebonse. 

It  being  now  near  Cbe  Cbrntinat 
holyday  9 ,  many  of  the  country  peo- 
ple solicited  that  he  would  keep  the 
festival  with  them.  These  offers 
were  so  namerous,  that  he  scarce 
knew  how  to  determine;  bot  at 
length  accepted  the  invitation  of  a 
Mr.  Brown,  to  which  he  was  io- 
iiuenced  by  his  having  three  daugh- 
ters, and  fonr  maid-servants,  all  of 
them  very  agreeable  young  women. 

Richardson  made  presents  of  In- 
dia handkerchiefs  to  all  the  girls, 
and  so  far  ingratiated  himself  info 
their  favour  that  in  a  short  time  all 
of  them  were  pregnant.  But  be- 
fore this  circumstance  was  disco- 
vered theri'  happened  to  be  a  wed- 
ding, to  which  the  daughter  of  a 
justice  of  the  peace  was  invited  as  a 
hri(ie-mai(l,  and  Richardson  as  a 
bride-man. 

Our  adventurer,  soon  becoming 
intimate  with  the  young  lady,  per- 
suaded her  to  go  and  see  his  lodg- 
ings and  warehouse,  and  offered  to 
make  her  a  prevent  of  any  piece  of 
goods  which  she  might  deem  worth 
her  acceptance.  At  length  she 
fixed  on  a  piece  of  chintz,  and  car- 
ried it  home  with  her. 

Two  days  after  war  J  s  Richardson 
wrote  to  her ;  and,  her  answer  being 
such  as  flattered  his  wishes,  he  like- 
wise ^Toie  U>  Viet  faiHec^  request- 


i 
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to  the  daughter.  The  old  gentle- 
man readily  admitted  his  visits,  and, 
at  the  end  of  three  months,  gave 
his  consent  that  the  young  people 
should  be  united  in  wedlock. 

As  there  were  no  licenses  for  mar. 
riagein  that  country,  it  was  the  uni. 
form  custom  to  publish  the  bans 
three  successive  Sundays  in  the 
church.  On  the  first  day  no  ob. 
jectiorf  was  made  ;  but  on  the  se- 
cond Sunday  all  the  girls  from  the 
house  where  he  had  spent  his 
Christmas  made  their  appearance  to 
forbid  the  bans,  each  of  them  de. 
daring  that  she  was  with  child  by 
the  intended  husband. 

Hereupon  Richardson  slipped 
out  of  the  church,  leaving  the  peo. 
pie  astonished  at  the  singularity  of 
the  drcumstance ;  but  he  had  reason 
to  suppose  that  it  would  not  be 
long  before  he  should  hear  from  the 
father  of  the  young  lady,  whom  he 
had  already  seduced. 

Accordingly,  in  a  few  days  he 
received  a  letter  from  the  old  gen. 
tleman,  begging  that  he  would  de. 
cline  his  visits,  as  his  conduct  fur. 
jiished  a  subject  of  conversation  for 
the  whole  country  ;  and  with  his 
request  Richardson  very  cheerfully 
complied ;  but  in  about  four  months 
he  was  sent  for,  when  the  justice 
offered  him  300/.  currency,  to  take 
his  daughter  as  a  wife.  He  seemed 
to  hesitate  at  first ;  but  at  length 
consenting,  the  young  lady  and  he 
went  to  a  village  at  the  distance  of 
forty  miles,  where  the  bans  were 
regularly  published,  and  the  mar. 
riage  took  place,  before  the  other 
parlies  were  apprued  of  it. 

However,  in  a  little  time  after  the 
wedding,  he  was  arrested  by  the 
friends  of  the  girls  whom  he  had 
debauched,  in  order  to  compel  him 
to  give  security  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  future  children ;  on  which 
hb  father-in-law  engaged  that  ho 
should  not  abscond,  and  paid  him 
his  wife's  fortune. 


Having  thus  possessed  himself  of 
the  money,  and  being  sick  of  his 
new  connexion,  he  told  his  wife 
and  her  -  relations  that,  not  being 
fond  of  a  country  life,  he  would  go 
to  New  York  and  build  him  a  ship, 
and  would  return  at  the  expiration 
of  three  months.  The  family,  hav- 
ing no  suspicion '  of  his  intentions, 
took  leave  of  him  with  every  mark 
of  affection ;  but  he  never  went 
near  them  any  more. 

Having  previously  sent  his  effects 
to  Boston,  he  went  to  that  place, 
where  ho  soon  spent  his  money' 
amongst  the  worst  kind  of  compa* 
ny,  and,  no  person  being  willing 
to  trust  him,  was  reduced  to  great 
distress.  It  now  became  necessary 
that  he  should  work  for  his  bread  ; 
and,  being  tolerably  well  skilled  in 
ship-building,  he  got  employment 
under  a  master-builder,  who  was  a 
Quaker,  and  who  treated  him  with 
the  greatest  indulgence. 

The  Quaker  was  an  elderly  man, 
who  had  a  young  wife,  with  whom 
Richardson  wished  to  be  better  ac- 
quainted :  he  therefore  one  dajr 
quitted  his  work  and  went  home  to 
the  house  ;  but  he  had  but  just  ar. 
rived  there  when  he  was  followed 
by  the  old  man,  who  came  in  search 
of  him,  and  found  him  talking  to 
his  wife.  The  Quaker  asked  him 
what  business  he  had  there,  and 
why  he  did  not  keep  at  his  work. 
Hichardson  replied  that  he  onlv 
came  home  for  an  augur:  to  whica 
the  Quaker  said,  '  Ah !  friend  John, 
I  do  not  much  like  thee ;  my  wife 
knows  nothing  of  thy  tools,  and  I 
fear  thou  hadst  some  evil  fhoughts 
in  thy  head.* 

Hereupon  Richardson  went  back 
to  his  work  without  making  any 
reply,  but  soon  afterwards  de- 
manded his  wages.  The  Quaker 
hesitated  to  pay  him,  hinting 
that  he  was  apprehensive  his  wife 
had  paid  him  already;  on  which 
Richardson  said  he  would  sue  him 
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for  the  debt,  and  desired  him  to 
consider  that,  if  he  made  such  an 
excuse  in  open  court,  he  would  be 
disgraced  through  the  country. 

On  this  the  Quaker  paid  his  de- 
mand, but  absolutely  forbade  him 
erer  to  come  within  his  house  again ; 
Richardson  promising  to  obey,  and 
intending  to  hare  complied  with  the 
injunction. 

About  eight  days  afterwards,  the 
old  gentleman,  baring  some  business 
up  the  country  to  purchase  timber, 
desired  his  young  wife  to  accompa- 
ny him,  to  prevent  any  ill  conse- 
quences that  might  arise  in  bis  ab. 
sence.  To  avoid  this  journey,  the 
lady  feigned  indisposition,  and  took 
to  her  bed. 

The  husband  had  not  been  long 
gone  before  Richardson,  meeting 
the  maid-servant  in  the  street, 
asked  after  the  health  of  her  mis. 
tress,  who,  the  girl  said,  wanted  to 
see  him  ;  and  he  promised  to  wait 
upon  her  about  nine  in  the  evening. 

Punctual  to  his  engagement  he 
attended  the  lady,  and  renewed  his 
visits  to  her  till  the  return  of  her 
husband  was  apprehended,  when 
he  broke  open  a  chest,  stole  about 
seventy  pounds,  and  immediately 
agreed  with  Captain  Jones  for  his 
passage  to  Philadelphia. 

When  he  arrived  at  the  last- 
montioni'd  place,  he  took  lodgings 
at  the  house  of  a  widow  who  had 
two  daughters  ;  and,  paying  his  ad. 
drosses  to  the  mother,  he  was  so 
successfult  that  for  four  months, 
while  he  continued  there,  he  acted 
as  if  he  had  been  master  of  the 
house. 

After  this  intimacy  with  the 
mother  had  continued  some  time, 
he  became  attached  to  one  of  the 
daughters ;  and  on  a  Sunday,  when 
the  rest  of  the  family  were  absent, 
found  an  opportunity  of  being 
alooe  with  her ;  but  the  mother,  re. 
tmMabkm    ^t    tidt  joDCture,   intcr- 

lijp  fOQvaniiUoii,  and  cou 


pressed  her  anger  in  the  most  vio. 
lent  terms. 

Nor  was  this  all,  for  when  she 
was  alone  with  the  offender  she  se- 
verely reproached  him ;  but  be 
made  his  peace  by  pretending  an 
uncommon  attachment  to  her;  yet 
within  a  month  she  found  him  tak- 
ing equal  freedoms  with  her  second 
daughter.  Upon  this  the  mother 
became  outrageous,  and  told  him 
that  the  consequence  of  his  connex- 
ion with  the  other  girl  was,  that 
she  was  already  pregnartt.  Richard- 
son now  quarrelled  in  his  turn,  and 
told  her  that  if  her  daughter  was 
breeding  she  must  procure  her  a. 
husband,  for  he  would  have  nothing 
to  do  with  her. 

At  length,  when  the  old  woman's 
passions  were  in  some  degree 
calmed,  he  represented  to  her  the 
impossibility  of  his  marrying  both 
her  daughters  ;  but  said  that,  if  she 
could  procure  a  husband  for  one  of 
them,  he  would  take  the  other. 

The  old  lady  soon  procured  a 
young  man  to  marry  one  of  her 
daughters,  and  then  constantly 
teazcd  Richardson  to  wed  the  other, 
which  he  steadily  refused  to  do 
unless  she  would  advance  him  a 
sum  of  money.  She  hesitated  for 
some  time ;  but  at  length  said  she 
would  give  him  a  hundred  pounds, 
and  half  her  plate ;  on  which  he 
consented,  and  the  marriage  wu 
solemnized  ;  but  he  had  no  sooner 
possessed  himself  of  this  little  for- 
tune than  he  embarked  on  board  a 
ship  bound  for  South  Carolina. 

Within  a  month  after  his  arrival 
in  this  colony  he  became  acquaint- 
ed with  one  Captain  Roberts,  with 
whom  he  sailed  as  mate  and  car- 
penter to  Jamaica,  and  during  the 
voyage  was  treated  in  the  most 
friendly  manner.  The  business  in 
Jamaica  being  dispatched,  they  re- 
turned to  Carolina. 

The  owner  of  the  ship  liciog 
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and  the  winter  ad?ancing,  the  cap- 
tain fixed  on  Richardson  as  a  pro. 
per  person  to  sleep  on  board  and 
take  care  of  the  Tessel.  This  he 
did  for  some  time,  till  about  a  week 
before  Christmas,  when  he  was  in- 
vited  to  an  entertainment  to  be 
given  on  occasion  of  the  birtb.day 
of  his  owner's  only  daughter. 

A  moderate  share  of  skill  in  sing, 
ingand dancing  recommended  Rich- 
ardson to  the  notice  of  the  com- 
pany, and  in  particular  to  that  of 
the  young  lady,  by  which  he  hoped 
to  profit  on  a  future  occasion. 

In  the  following  month  it  hap. 
pened  that  a  wedding  was  to  be  ce. 
lebrated  at  the  house  of  a  friend  of 
the  owner,  on  which  occasion  Rich- 
ardson was  sent  for  ;  and  when  he 
appeared  the  yonng  lady  welcomed 
hin,  wishing  that  he  would  oblige 
the  company  with  a  dance ;  to 
which  he  replied,  that  ho  should  be 
happy  to  oblige  the  company  in 
general,  and  her  in  particular. 

Richardson,  having  been  a  part, 
ner  with  the  young  lady  during  the 
dancing  at  the  wedding,  begged 
leave  to  conduct  her  home ;  and, 
when  the  ceremonies  of  the  wed- 
ding were  ended,  he  had  the  honour 
to  attend  her  to  her  abode.  When 
they  had  got  into  the  midst  of  a 
thick  wood  he  pretended  to  be  ill, 
and  said  he  must  get  off  his  horse 
and  sit  down  on  the  ground.  She 
likewise  dismounted,  and  they 
walked  together  under  the  shade  of 
a  chestnut-tree,  where  they  remain- 
ed till  the  approach  of  evening, 
when  he  conducted  her  home,  after 
^ving  received  very  convincing 
proofii  of  her  kindness. 

Going  to  hu  ship  for  that  night, 
he  went  to  her  father^s  house  on  the 
following  day,  and  found:  an  op. 
portunlty  of  speaking  to  her,  when 
he  entreated  her  to  admit  of  his  oc. 
casional  visits ;  but  she  said  there 
vera  so  oiany  negro  servant!  about 


the  house  that  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble. On  this  he  said  he  would  con. 
duct  her  to  the  ship  when  the  fa- 
roily  were  asleep ;  and  the  girl 
foolishly  consenting  to  this  propo- 
sal, the  intrigue  was  carried  on  for 
a  fortnight,  when  she  became  so 
apprehensive  of  a  discovery  that 
she  would  go  no  longer. 

But  the  lovers  being  uneasy 
asunder,  they  bribed  an  old  female 
negro,  who  constantly  let  Richard- 
son into  the  young  lady's  chamber 
when  the  rest  of  the  family  were  re- 
tired to  rest. 

At  length  the  mother  discovered 
that  her  daughter  was  with  chlld| 
and  charged  her  to  declare  who  wm 
the  father,  on  which  she  confessed 
that  it  was  Richardson.  The  mo* 
ther  acquainting  her  husband  with 
the  circumstance,  the  old  gentle- 
man sent  for  Richardson  to  sapper, 
and,  after  rallying  him  on  his 
prowess,  told  him  that  he  must 
marry  and  support  his  daughter. 
Richardson  said  it  was  out  of  his 
power  to  support  her ;  but  tlie  fa- 
ther promising  his  assistance,  the 
marriage  took  place. 

Soon  afterwards  the  old  gentle- 
man gave  his  son-in-law  the  ship, 
and  a  good  cargo,  as  a  marriage 
portion,  and  Richardson  embarked 
on  a  trading  voyage  to  Barbadoes  ; 
but  he  had  not  been  roany  days  at 
sea  w  hen  a  violent  storm  arose,  In 
which  he  lost  his  vessel  and  cargo, 
and  he  and  his  crew  were  obliged 
to  take  to  the  boat  to  save  their  lives. 

After  driving  !oine  days  at  sea, 
they  were  taken  up  by  a  vessel 
which  carried  them  to  St.  Ritt'!, 
where  Richardson  soon  met  with  a 
Captain  Jones,  who  told  him  that 
one  of  his  wives  had  died  of  a 
broken  heart.  This  circumstance^ 
added  to  that  of  the  loss  of  his  ship, 
drove  him  distracted;  so  that  he- 
was  confined  to  his  chamber  for 
four  months. 
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Oo  hit  reooTerj  he  went  mate 
'With  the  captaia  who  had  carried 
hiin  to  St.  Kitt's  ;  but,  quitting  this 
station  in  about  five  months,  he 
tailed  to  Antigua,  where  a  young 
gentleman,  who  happened  to  be  in 
company  with  Richardson,  was  so 
delighted  with  his  skill  in  dancing  a 
hornpipe,  that  heinfited  him  to  his 
father's  house,  where  he  was  enter- 
tained for  a  fortnight  with  the  mU 
most  hospitality. 

One  day,  as  he  was  rambling  with 
the  young  gentleman  to  take  a  view 
of  some  of  the  plantations,  Richard- 
son stopped  on  a  sudden,  and,  put- 
ting his  hand  to  his  pocket,  pre- 
tended to  ha? e  lost  his  purse,  con- 
taining twenty  pistoles.  The 
young  gentleman  told  him  there 
was  more  money  in  Antigua. 
'True,'  said  Richardson,  'but  i 
am  a  stranger  here ;  I  am  a  Creo- 
Han  from  Meofis.'  On  this  the 
other  asked,  ^  Do  you  belong  to 
the  Richardsons  at  MeoTis  ?  I 
know  their  character  well.' 

Our  adfcnturer,  aware  that  the 
gOTernor  of  Moot  is  was  named 
Richardson,  had  the  contideucc  to 
declare  that  he  was  his  son  ;  on 
which  the  other  exclaimed,  '  You 
hit  son,  and  want  money  in  An- 
tigua !  No,  no  ;  only  draw  a  bill 
upon  your  father,  and  1  will  engage 
that  mine  shall  help  yuu  to  the 
money.' 

The  project  of  raising  cji^h  in 
this  manner  delighted  Uiehardson  ; 
and  the  yonng  gentleman's  father 
was  no  sooner  acquainted  with  the 
pretended  circumstance  than  he  ex- 
pressed a  willingness  to  supply  him 
with  a  hundred  pistoles,  on  which 
he  drew  a  bill  on  his  supposed  fa- 
ther for  the  aboTe-mentioncd  sum, 
and  received  the  money. 

About    a   week    afterwards   he 

wrote  a  letter  to  his  imputed  father, 

Maidrmiag  btm  how  generously  he 

ivtf  teeo  Iraited  bj  hii  friends  in 


Antigna,  and  snbseribing  hfansilf 
his  «  dutifnl  son.'  This  letter  he 
intrusted  to  the  care  of  a  person  ii 
whom  he  could  confide,  with  strict 
orders  not  to  delifer  it ;  and,  when 
as  much  time  had  elapsed  as  might 
warrant  the  expectation  of  an  an. 
swer,  he  employed  the  mate  of  a 
ship  to  write  a  letter  to  the  old  gen- 
tleman, as  from  his  supposed  father, 
thanking  him  for  his  ciTilities  to  his 
son. 

The  gentleman  was  greatij 
pleased  at  the  receipt  of  this  letter, 
which  he  said  contained  more  coa- 
pliroents  than  his  conduct  had  de- 
served ;  and  he  told  Richardson  that 
he  might  have  any  farther  sum  of 
money  that  he  wanted.  On  thu 
our  adventurer,  who  was  deter- 
mined to  take  every  adiantigeof 
the  credulity  of  his  new  acquaint- 
ancc,  drew  another  bill  for  a  hun- 
dred pistoles,  and  soon  afterwards 
dccam()cd. 

He  now  embarked  on  board  a 
vessel  bound  to  Jamaica,  and,  on 
his  arrival  at  Port  Royal,  purchased 
a  variety  of  goods  of  a  Jew  mcr. 
chant;  which,  with  other  goods 
(hat  the  Jew  gave  him  credit  for, 
he  shipped  on  board  a  trader  lo 
Carthagena,  where  he  disposed  of 
them  :  but  he  never  went  back  to 
discharge  his  debt  to  the  Jew. 

From  Carthagena  he  sailed  to 
Vera  Cruz,  and  thence  to  England, 
where  he  took  lodgings  with  one 
Thomas  Ballard,  who  kept  a  public 
house  at  Chatham.  Now  it  hap- 
pened that  Ballard  had  a  brother, 
who,  having  gone  abroad  many 
years  Ixrfore,  had  never  been  heard 
of.  Richardson  bearing  a  great  re- 
semblance to  this  brother,  the  pub- 
lican conceived  a  strong  idea  that 
he  was  the  same,  and  asked  if  his 
name  was  not  Ballard.  At  first  be 
answered  in  the  negative ;  but  find- 
ing the  warm  prepossession  of  the 
otVMt,  iBd  VLig«fiid&%  la  Mke  some 
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advantagt  of  his  credulity,  he  at 
length  acknowledged  that  he  was 
his  brother. 

Richardson  now  lived  in  a  sum|>» 
tnous  manner,  and  without  any  ex- 
pense ;  and  Ballard  was  never  more 
oneasy  than  when  any  one  doubted 
of  the  reality  of  (he  relationship.  At 
length  Ballard  told  Richardson  that 
their  two  sisters  were  living  at  Sit- 
tlngbonrne,  and  persuaded  him  to 
go  on  a  visit  to  them,  to  which 
Richardson  readily  agreed  :  the  two 
sisters  had  no  recollection  of  this 
man ;  however,  Ballard  having  per- 
suaded them  that  he  was  the  real 
brother  who  had  been  so  long  ab- 
sent, great  rejoicings  were  made  on 
tecoifnt  of  his  safe  arrival  in  his  na- 
tive country. 

After  aweek  of  festivity  it  became 
necessary  for  Ballard  to  return  to  his 
business  at  Chatham :  but  the  sisters, 
unwilling  to  part  with  (heir  newly 
found  brother,  persuaded  him  to 
remain  awhile  at  Sittingbourne,  and 
told  him  (hat  their  mother,  who 
had  been  extremely  fond  of  him, 
had  left  him  twenty  pounds,  and 
the  mare  on  which  she  used  to  ride ; 
and  in  a  short  time  he  received  the 
legacies. 

During  hh  residence  with  his 
presumptive  sisters  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  Anne  and  Sarah 
Knohfiog,  and,  finding  that  their 
reladons  were  deceased,  and  that 
Anne  was  left  guardian  to  her  sister, 
be  paid  his  addresses  to  the  former, 
who  was  weak  enough  to  trust  him 
with  her  money,  bonds,  writings, 
tnd  the  deeds  of  her  estate.  Here- 
.iponhe  immediately  went  to  Chat, 
kan,  where  he  mortgaged  the  estate 
for  three  hundred  pounds,  and 
thence  went  to  Gravcsend,  where 
be  shipped  himself  on  board  a  vessel 
bound  fo  Venice. 

On  his  arrival  at  that  place  he 
Mred  a  house,  and  lived  unem. 
ploje^  till  he  had  tpent  the  greater 


part  of  his  money ;  when  he  sold 
off*  his  effects  and  went  to  Ancona, 
where  he  became  acquainted  with 
Captain  Benjamin  Hartley,  who  had 
come  thither  with  a  lading  of  pil- 
chards, and  on  board  whose  ship 
was  Richard  Coyle,  the  other  of- 
fender mentioned  in  this  narrative. 

Captain  Hartley  being  in  want  of 
a  carpenter,  Richardson  agreed  to 
serve  him  in  that  capacity ;  and  tho 
ship  sailed  on  a  voyage  to  Turkey, 
where  the  captain  took  in  a  lading 
of  corn,  and  ihen  sailed  for  Leg- 
horn. On  the  first  night  of  this 
voyage,  Coyle,  who  was  chief 
mate,  came  on  deck  to  Richardson, 
and  asked  him  if  he  would  be  con* 
cerned  in  a  secret  plot  to  murder 
the  captain  and  seize  the  vessel. 
Richardiion  at  first  hc8i(ated;  but 
ho  at  length  agreed  to  take  his  share 
in  the  villainy. 

The  plan  being  concerted,  they 
went  to  tho  captain's  cabin  about 
midnight,  with  an  intention  of  mur- 
dering him  ;  but,  getting  from  them, 
he  ran  up  the  shrouds,  whither  he 
was  followed  by  Richards<Mi  and  a 
seaman  named  Larson.  The  cap- 
tain descended  too  quick  for  thom; 
and  as  soon  as  ho  gained  the  deck 
Coyle  attempted  to  shoot  him  with 
a  blunderbuss,  which  missing  fire, 
Mr.  Hartley  wres(ed  it  from  bis 
hands,  and  threw  it  into  the  scar 

This  being  done,  Coyle  and  some 
others  of  the  sailors  heaved  the 
captain  overboard ;  but,  as  he  hung 
by  the  ship's  side,  Coyle  gave  him 
several  blows  which  rather  stunned 
him  ;  as,  however,  he  did  not  let 
go  his  hold,  Richardson  seizefl  an 
axe,  with  which  ho  struck  him  so 
forcibly  that  he  dropped  into  the 

sea.  * 

Coyle  now  assumed  the  command 
of  the  bhip,  and,  Richardson  being 
appointed  mate,  they  sailed  towards 
the  island  of  Alalia,  where  they  in- 
tended to  have  refitteil;  |)iit  soiao 
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of  the  crew  objcctiiif^  to  putting  in  seWcs  with    killing  rabbiM:    f«r, 

there,  they  agreed  to  go  to  Minorca,  though  the  place  is  apparently  little 

When   they   came   opposite  Cape  more  than  a  barren  rock,  yet  it  lo 

Cona,  OQ  the  coast  of  Barbary,  the  abounds  with  these  animals  that  a 

weather  became  so  foul  that  they  man  may  easily  kill  a  thousand  ia  a 

were  compelled  to  lie.to  for  se? cral  day. 

days,  after  which  they  determined         Leafing  this  place,  they  stopped 

to  sail  for  FoTioiano,  an  island  un.  twelve  miles  short  of  Tunis,  vhfie 

der  the  dominion  of  Spain.  Richardson  was  apprehended,  aid 

Arriving  at  this  place,  they  sent  carried  before  the  governor,  who 

on  shore  for  water  and  fresh  provi-  asking  whence  he  came,  he  told  his 

sions ;  but  as  they  had  come  from  he  was  master  of  a  vessel,  which 

Turkey,    and  could   not  produce  having  been  lost  off  the  coast  of 

letters  of  health,  It  was  not  possible  Sardinia,    he   was  necessitated  to 

for  them   to  procure    what    they  take   to   hb   long.boat,    and  had 

wanted.  been  driven  thither  by'distresi  of 

It  had  been  a  practice  with  the     weather.  |     iIki 

pirates  to  keep  watch  alternately.        This  story  being  credited,  the       I     petiti 

io  company  with  some  boys  who  governor  seemed  concerned  for  the  td^ 

were  on  board;   but  during   the  fate  of  him  and  his  companions,  and       .     Tyti 

night,  while  they  lay  at  anchor  off  recommended  them  to  the  honse  of  nyii 

thu  place,  two  of  the  men  destined  an  Italian,  where  they  might  beac-  oqiiq, 

to  watch  fell  asleep :  on  which  two  commodated;  sending,  m  the  metfi  vtiiQ 

of  the  boys  hauled  up  a  boat  and  time,  (o  the  English  consul,  to  iiu  to  i^ 

went  ashore,  where  tliey  informed  form  him  that  his  countrymen  were  tore 

the  governor  of  what  had  passed  on  in  distress.  ^    Qritj 

board.  When  they  had  been  about  a        i    $e(q 

One  of  the  parties  who  should  fortnight  at  this  place  Richardson        .    pu^ 

have  watched  being  awaked,  he  ran  sold  the  long-boat,  and,  having  di.        I    t^^ 

and  called  Richardson,  whom  he  in.  vided  the  produce  among  his  com.        ^      ^^ 

formed  that  the  boys  were  gone ;  on  panions,  he  went  to  Tunis  to  be  ^  |^ 

which  Richardson  said  it  was  time  eiamioed  by  the  English  consul,  to  m  , 

for  them  to  be  gone  likewise ;  they  whom  he  told  the  same  story  that  ^^ 

therefore  hauled  up  the  long.boat  he  had  previously  told  the  gover-        '    i^^ 

without  loss  of  time,  and,  putting  nor:  on  which  the  consul  ordered  4^ 

on  board  her  such  things  as  would  him    to    make    a   formal  protest        ,    ^  . 

be  immediately  necessary,  set  sail,  thereof,  for  the  benefit  of  the  owners  j^^ 

In  the  hope  of  making  their  escape,  and  their  own  security.  ^  H^ 

In  the  interim  the  governor  sent        Hereupon  the  consul  supplied  hiB  (^ 

down  a  party  of  soldiers  to  take  with  money,  which  he  shared  with  ^ 

care  of  the  ship,  and  prevent  the  his  companions.     Coyle  kept  him-  l/ 

escape  of  the  pirates  ;  but,  it  being  self  continually  drunk  with  the  no-  ^ 

quite  dark,  they  could  not  discern  ney  he  had  received,  and,  during         .   ^ 

the  vessel,  though  she  lay  very  uear  his  iiitoiication,  spoke  so  freely  d        |  ^ 

the  shore:   but,  when  they  heard  their  transactions,  that  he  was  tiJLen         ,  ^^ 

the  motion  of  the  oars,  they  fired  into  custody  by  order  of  the  consul,  ^^ 

at  the  pirates,  who  all  escaped  un-  and  sent  to  England ;  and  Richard.         >  J^ 

wounded.  son  would  have  also  been  appre.  ^  ^ 

Steering  towards    Tunis,    they  bended,  but,  being  upon  hb  guards         |  ^|^1 

stopped  at  a  small  island  called  Ma.  and  learning  whit  had  happened  to  |J  ^ 

niime,  when  tbey  diferted  then,  hb  compaaion^  he  embarked  on         { ^) 
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botrd  m  ship  boond  for  Tripoli, 
where  he  arrived  in  safety. 

At  this  place  he  drc\r  a  bill  on 
an  English  merchant  of  Leghorn, 
by    which     he    obtained     twenty 
pounds,  and  then  embarked  for  the 
island  of  Malta ;   he  sailed   from 
thence  to  Saragossa,  in  the  island  of 
Sicily,   whence  going  to  Messina, 
he  was  known  by  a  gentleman  who 
had  liTed  at  Ancona,  and  who,  re- 
membering his  engagement  in  the 
serf  ice  of  Captain  Hartley,  had  him 
apprehended  on   suspicion  of  the 
murder. 

He  remained  in  prison  at  Messina 
nine  months :  on  which  he  wrote  a 
petition  to  the  Sling  of  Naples, 
setting  forth  that  he  had  been  a  ser- 
fant  to  his  father,  and  praying  the 
royal  orders  for  his  release*  In 
consequence  of  this  petition  the  go- 
Ternor  of  Messina  was  commanded 
to  set  him  at  liberty ;  on  which  he 
travelled  to  Rome,  and  thence  to 
Civita  Veochia,  where  he  hoped  to 
get  employment  on  board  the  Pope's 
gallies  in  consequence  of  haying 
turned  Roman  Catholic. 

While  he  was  at  Ci? ita  Vecchia 
he  became  known  to  Captain  Blo- 
met,  who  invited  him,  with  other 
company,  on  board  his  ship :  when 
the  company  was  gone,  the  captain 
showed  him  a  letter,  in  which  he 
was  described  as  one  of  the  mur- 
derers of  Captain  Hartley.     iUch- 
ardson  denied  the  charge ;  but  the 
captain  calling  down  some  hands, 
he  was  put  in  irons,  and  sent  to 
I^hom,  whence  he  was    trans- 
mitted to    Lisbon :    here   he    re- 
mained  three  months,  and  being 
then  put  on  board  the  packet-boat, 
and  brought  to  Falmouth,  he  was 
conveyed  to  London.     Richardson 
was  lodged  first  In  the  Marshalsea, 
bpt  afterwards  removed  to  New- 
gate ;  and,  being  tried  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  received  sentence  of  death, 
along  with  Coyle,  for  the  mnrdcr 
of  Captain- Hartley. 


Richard  Coyle  was  a  native  of 
Devonshire,  and  born  near  Exeter. 
His  parents  having  given  him  such 
an  education  as  was  proper  to  qua* 
lify  him  for  a  maritime  life,  he  was 
apprenticed  to  the  master  of  a  trad- 
ing vessel,  and  served  his  time-with 
reputation  to  himself  and  satisfac- 
tion to  his  employer. 

When  his  time  was  eipired,  he 
made  several  voyages  in  ships  of 
war,  and  likewise  served  on  bt>ard 
various  merchantmen ;  he  had  also 
been  master  of  a  ship  for  seventeen 
years,  generally  sailing  from,  and 
returning  to,  the  port  of  London. 
In  these  commands  he  maintained  a 
good  character ;  but,  meeting  with 
misfortunes,  he  was  reduced  to  serve 
as  mate  in  different  ships ;  and  at 
length  sailed  with  Captain  Hartley, 
bound  to  the  Levant,  when  he  bo- 
came  acquainted  with  RichardsoOi 
as  already  related. 

After  conviction  Coyle  acknow- 
ledged the  equity  of  the  sentoioe 
against  him ;  and,  in  some  lettert 
to  his  friends,  confessed  his  peni- 
tence for  the  crime  of  which  he  had 
been  guilty,  and  his  readiness  to 
yield  his  life  as  an  atonement  for  his 
offences. 

With  respect  to  Richardson,  he 
seemed  regardless  of  the  dreadful  fate 
that  awaited  him  ;  and,  having  lived 
a  life  of  vice  and  dissipation,  ap- 
peared  altogether  indifferent  to  the 
manner  in  which  thatiife  should  end* 
The  above-mentioned  malefactors 
were  hanged  at  Elocution  Dock  on 
the  26th  of  January,  1738. 

With  regard  to  Coyle,  we  do  not 
hear  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  any 
notorious  crime  but  that  for  whidk 
he  died ;  but  the  life  of  Richardson 
was  such  a  continued  scene  of  irra- 
gularity,  deception,  and  fraud,  as  is 
almost  unequalled.  His  treachery 
to  the  many  unhappy  women  of 
whom  he  pretended  to  be  ena- 
moured was,  alone,  deserving  of  the 
fate  which  finaUy  leU  to  hU  lot. 
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GEORGE  MANLEY, 

BXLCCTED  FOE  WUKDER. 


We  hare  no  particnlEn  either  of 
ihe  life  of  tbit  crimiBal,  or  the  dr. 
CEBsUncei  attending  the  horrid 
criflM  for  which  he  was  exeeated. 
We  hare  indeed  foand  a  note, 
briefly  naming  the  case  of  George 
Ifanlefy  bat  eridentlj  inserted  for 
the  purpose  of  introdnciBg  a  singu- 
lar speech  made  bj  him  to  the  spec- 
talon  at  the  place  of  ezecntioa, 
which  evinces  strong  nataral  abili- 
ties,  and  a  knowledge  of  mankind 
seldom  found  in  criminals  of  his  de- 
scription* As  we  have  nerer  met 
with  a  d  jing  speech  no  satirical  and 
severe  apon  the  general  tarpitnde  of 
mankind,  we  rodiljr  present  it  to 
onr  readers.  Be  It  said  that  this 
BMii  was  hardened,  fearless,  or  mad ; 
we  eiclatm  with  ShEkspeare, 

'  If  this  be  madness^  there  is  method  in  it.' 

George  Manlej,  having  arrived 
at  the  place  of  execution,  (at  Wick- 
low,  in  Ireland,  August,  1738,)  be- 
haved in  a  strange  and  undaunted 
manner,  addressing  the  spectators 
thus:— 

^  Mj  friends, — You  assemble  to 
see — what? — A  man  take  a  leap 
into  the  abyss  of  death.  Look, 
and  yon  shall  tee  me  go  with  as 
much  courage  as  Curdus,  when  he 
leaped  into  the  gulf  to  save  his 
country  from  destruction.  What 
then  will  you  say  of  me  ? — Yon  say 
that  BO  man  without  virtue  can  be 
courageous.  You  see  1  am  con- 
sageous.  You'll  say  1  have  killed 
a  man. — Marlborough  killed  his 
thousands,  and  Alexander  his  mil- 
Isons :  Marlborough  and  A  lexander, 
and  many  others  who  have  done  the 
Mke,  are  famous  in  history  for  great 
men.  But  I  killed  one  solitary 
>p«n.  Ay,  that's  the  case— one  so- 
litary man.  I'm  a  little  murderer, 
^d  mat  I  te  butged.  Marlborough 
^od  Ahumader  pimadcfed  ccnralTtes ; 


I   ran  la 

I  mast  be 


they  were  great 
debt  with  the 
hanged. 

^  Now,  my  friends,  I  have  drawn 
a  parallel  between  two  of  the 
greatest  men  that  ever  lived  and 
myself;  but  these  were  men  of  for- 
mer days.  Now  III  speak  a  woid 
of  some  of  the  present  days.  How 
many  men  were  lost  in  Italy  and 
upon  the  Rhine,  during  the  last 
war,  for  settling  a  king  in  Poland  ? 
Both  sides  could  not  be  in  the  right; 
they  are  great  men :  but  I  killed  a 
solitary  man,  I^  a  little  fellow. 
The  King  of  Spain  takes  our  ships, 
plunders  our  merchants,  kills  aiul 
tortures  our  men  ;  but  what  of  all 
that  ?  What  he  does  b  good ;  he's 
a  great  man,  he  is  clothed  fat 
purple ;  his  instruments  of  murder 
are  bright  and  shintvg,  mine  was 
but  a  rusty  gun  ;  and  so  much  for 
comparison. 

*  Now  I  would  fain  know  what 
authority  there  is  in  Scripture  for  a 
rich  man  to  murder,  to  plunder,  to 
torture,  and  ravage  whole  coun- 
tries ;  and  what  law  it  is  that  con- 
demns a  poor  man  to  death  for  kill- 
ing a  solitary  man,  or  stealing  a  so- 
litary sheep  to  feed  his  famfly  ? 
But  bring  the  matter  closer  to  our 
own  country.  What  is  the  dificr. 
ence  between  running  in  a  poor 
man's  debt,  and  by  the  power  of 
gold,  or  any  other  privilege,  pre- 
venting him  from  obtaining  bis 
right ;  and  clapping  a  pistol  to  a 
man's  breast,  and  taking  from  him 
his  purse  ?  Yet  the  one  shall  there- 
by obtain  a  coach,  and  honoars, 
and  titles,  &c.  The  other— what? 
— A  cart  and  a  rope. 

^  From  what  I  have  said,  my 
brethren,  you  may  perhaps  imagine 
I  am  hardened :  but,  believe  me,  1 
am  fuWy  convinced  of  my  folUeSy 
and  ackiiow\edf<Q  ^hal  ifiEie  \u:i^  V^V 
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ment  of  Grod  has  overUken  me  ;  I 
ba?e  no  hopes  bot  from  the  merits 
of  my  Redeemer,  who  I  hope  will 
haye  mercy  on  me,  as  he  knows 
that  murder  was  far  from  my  heart, 
and  that  what  I  did  was  through  rage 


and  passion,  being  provoked  there- 
to by  the  deceased. 

^  Take  warning,  my  dear  com- 
rades!  Think,  O  think,  what 
I  would  now  gire  that  I  had  lived 
another  life!' 


WirXIAM  NEWINGTQN, 

EXECUTED  FOR  FORGERY. 


Tflis  unhappy  young  man  was  a 
native  of  Chichester  in  Susses,  and 
wu  the  son  of  reputable  parents, 
who,  having  given  him  a  good  edu- 
cation, placed  him  with  Mr.  Cave, 
an  attorney  of  that  town,  with 
whom  he  served  his  clerkship  ;  and 
then,  coming  to  London,  lived  as  a 
hackney  writer  with  Mr.  Studley, 
in  Nicholas  Lane,  Lombard  Street, 
for  about  two  years  and  a  half. 

But  Newington  being  of  a  vola« 
tile  disposition,  and  much  disposed 
to  the  keeping  of  company  and 
irn^lar  hours,  Mr.  Studley  dis. 
charged  him  from  his  service;  on 
which  he  went  to  live  with  Mr. 
Leaver,  a  scKfener,  in  Friday 
Strect|  with  whom  he  continued 
between  two  and  three  years,  and 
served  him  with,  a  degree  of  fidelity 
that  met  with  the  highest  approba- 
tioou 

Thb  service  he  quitted  about  a 
year  before  he  was  convicted  of  the 
^^fience  which  cost  him  hii  life ;  and 
im  the  interval  lived  in  a  gay  man. 
ner,.  without  having  any  visible 
TBontu  of  support,  and  paid  his  ad. 
^tt*ses  to-  a  young  lady  of  very 
li^BdsoaM  fortune,  to  whom  he 
would  soon  have  been  married  if 
kft  had  not  been;  embarrassed  by 
the  commission  of  the  crime  which 
gives  rise  to  this  narrative. 

It  is  preaumed  that,  being  dis- 
twwed^  for  mon^  to.  support  his 
eipeasive  way  of  lifia,  and  to  cairy 
<^'hii  amonr,  he  was  tempted  to 
^••■lit  forgiery,  which^  by  an  Act 


of  Parliament  then  recently  passed, 
had  become  a  capital  offence. 

He  went  to  Child's  coffee-house 
in  St.  Paul's  Churchyard,  where  he 
drew  a  draft  on  the  house  of  Child 
and  Company,  bankers,  in  Fleet 
Street,  in  the  following  words : 

*  Sir  Francis  Child  and  Comp. 

'  Pray  pay  Sir  Rowland  Hill, 
Bart  or  order,  the  sum  of  one  has. 
drcd  and  twenty  pounds,  and  place 
it  to  the  accoant  of 

^  Your  humble  servant, 
'  Thomas  Hill. 
'  To  Sir  Fra.  Child  and 
Comp.  Temple  Bar.' 

The  draft  ho  dispatched  by  a 
porter,  but  was  so  agitated  by  his 
fears  while  he  wrote  it,  that  he  for- 
got to  put  any  date  to  it ;  otherwise, 
as  Mr.  Thomas  Hill  kept  cash  with 
the  bankers,  and  as  the  forgery  was 
admirably  executed,  the  draft  wonld 
have  been  paid  ;  but,  at  the  instant 
that  the  porter  was  about  to  pot  bis 
indorsement  on  it,  one  of  the  clerks 
said  he  might  go  about  his  business, 
for  they  did  not  believe  that  the 
draft  was  a  good  one. 

The  porter  returned  to  the  coffee- 
house without  the  draft,  which  the 
bankers'  dciks  had  refused  to  de- 
liver him :  but  on  his  return  he 
found  that  the  gentleman  was  gone. 

At  the  expiration  of  two  hooos 
the  bankers*  clerks  came  to  Child's 
coffee-house,  and  inquired  for  the 
persoa  who  had  made  the  draft; 
but  he  was  not  to  be  found ;  for  in 


I 


980      KNAPP  &  BALDWIN*!  NllWGATB  CALCNDyUL 


tfce  abfesee  of  tJbe  porter  Iw  hai 
inqaired  for  the  Facvltj  Ofice  w 
Doctors*  CoDmont,  Mjiog  ke  hid 
MMoe  btttiiieif  at  that  plaoe,  aad 
woaJd  retarn  in  half  an  hoar. 

About  two  or  three  houn  after, 
wards  the  porter's  son  told  htm 
that  a  geotleoiao  wanted  him  at  the 
Horn  and  Feathers,  in  Carter  Lane, 
where  be  went,  and  told  Sen  ington 
that  the  banker*  had  refoied  to  paj 
the  note  :  *  Vtrj  well/  said  he  ; 
^  ttaj  here  till  1  go  and  pnt  on  mj 
fthoes,  and  1  will  go  with  jon  and 
rectifj  the  mistake.' 

When  the  porter  had  waited 
near! J  three  boors,  and  his  em. 
plojer  did  not  reCara,  he  began  to 
sntpect  that  the  draft  was  forged ; 
and,  fome  honn  afterwards,  calling 
in  at  the  Foantain  alehoose,  in 
Cheapside,  be  (aw  Newiagton,  on 
which  he  went  and  fetched  a  con- 
stable, who  took  him  into  custody 
and  lodged  him  io  the  Compter. 

Being  tiied  at  the  next  sessions  at 
the  OM  Bailey,  he  was  capitally 
convicted,  notwitbitaoding  nine 
gentlemen  appeared  to  give  bim  an 
excellent  character;  but  character 
has  littfe  weight  where  eTidenre  is 
positive  and  the  crime  capital. 

When  called  down  to  receive 
sentence  of  death  he  delivered  the 
following  address  :— 

^  May  it  please  your  Lordship, — 
This  my  most  melancholy  case  was 
occasioned  alone  by  the  inconsi- 
derate rashness  of  my  inexperienced 
years.  The  intent  of  fraud  u,  h  ith- 
out  donbt,  most  strongly  and  roost 
positively  found  against  me:  but  I 
assure  your  Lordship  I  was  not  in 
want;  nor  did  I  ever  think  of  such  a 
thing  in  the  whole  course  of  my  life 
till  within  a  few  minutes  of  the  exe. 
cution  of  this  rash  deed. 

'  I  hope  your  Lordship  has  some 
■^S^rd  for  the  gentlemen  who  have 
'^  SOieroatij  appeared  in  my  be. 


half;  aad  as 
thoi^^orfo 


is  thefal 
a«e,  myyi 
may.  I  hope,  ii 

yoarLwditipV 


After  conviction  Newinj:t««  In. 
tered  liimsdf  that  he  should  escape 
the  utmost  ignominy  of  the  lav 
throngh  the  intercession  of  his 
friends ;  and  when  the  wamat  lor 
execution,  in  which  his  name  wm 
included,  was  brought  to  Newgiie; 
he  appeared  to  be  greatly  shocked; 
but  reoollecting  and  oompomnghim- 
self,  he  said,  ^  God's  wiU  beduner 
Immediately,  however,  bunting  into 
trars,  he  lamented  the  ausery  which 
his  osother  would  natnrdfy  cainne 
when  she  should  be  acqndnted  with 
the  wretched  fate  of  her 
nate  son. 

The  drradful  tidings 
veyed  to  thn  unhappy  W4 
left  Chichester  with  an 
heart ;  and  it  was  a  week  afler  hs 
arrival  in  London  before  she  maid 
acquire  a  sufficient  degree  of  spirits 
to  visit  the  miserable  cnse  of  her 
grief. 

At  length  she  repiired  to  the 
gloomy  mandon ;  but,  when  she  saw 
her  son  fetter^  with  chains,  it  was 
with  the  utmost  dii&cul^  that  she 
could  be  kept  from  fainting.  She 
bung  round  his  neck,  while  he 
dropped  on  hb  knees,  and  implored 
her  blessing  and  forgiveness;  and 
so  truly  mournful  was  the  spectacle, 
that  even  the  gaolers,  accustomed 
as  they  are  to  scenes  of  horror,  shed 
tetrs  at  the  right 

Newington  underwent  the  sen- 
tence of  the  law  at  Tyburn,  on  the 
26th  of  August,  1738. 

It  does  not  appear,  from  any  ac 
count  transmitted  to  us,  that  New. 
ingt<Ni  ever  violated  the  laws  of  his 
conntry  in  any  instmnoe  but  that  for 
which  he  suffered:  but  when  wa 
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conftidcr  the  nature  of  the  oflfence 
itself,  its  dangerous  operation  upon 
the  mercantile  world,  and  the  ei- 
tremitj  of  distress  in  which  he  in- 
volfed  his  mother,  we  can  hardly 
say  that  he  suffered  too  much. 

No  man  has  a  right,  for  the  sup- 
port of  hb  own  extrafagance,  to 
make  free  with  the  property  of  an. 
other.     Honest  industry  will  sup- 


port those  who  are  in  youth  and 
health,  and  choose  to  exert  their 
cndeafours :  and,  with  regard  to 
the  aged  and  infirm,  our  laws  haTC 
pro? idcd  a  parish  supply ;  which, 
if  not  as  ample  as  could  be  wished,  is 
sufficient  for  the  support  of  nature: 
so  that  no  person  can  l>e  justified  ia 
the  commission  of  an  act  of  dis- 
honesty. 


DAVID  ROBERTS, 

SXBCUTED  FOR  HIGH  TREASON. 


Datid  Robbrts  was  a  natife  of 
Chepstow,  in  Monmouthshire,  and 
apprenticed  to  a  joiner;  but,  quit- 
ting his  master's  serrice,  he  worked 
some  time  as  a  journeyman  at  De- 
Tizes,  in  Wiltshire,  where  he  mar- 
ried a  wife  with  a  fortune  of  three 
hundred  pounds. 

lib  wife  dying  in  childbed,  he 
remained  at  Du? izes  a  considerable 
time,  during  which  he  dissipated  all 
her  fortune,  except  about  forty 
pounds,  with  which  he  caine  to 
London,  and  took  lodgings  with  a 
widow  who  kept  a  public  house. 
Roberts  soon  became  so  intimate 
with  the  widow,  that  she  told  him 
it  was  necessary  he  should  marry 
her.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  em- 
brace the  proposal,  imagining  that 
the  marriage  would  procure  him  a 
decent  establishment  in  life;  but, 
bdog  frequently  arrested  for  debts 
contracted  by  his  wife  prefiously 
to  the  marriage,  he  determined  to 
•bandon  her ;  with  which  Tiew  he 
•old  the  household  furniture  (o  a 
broker,  and  left  hu  wife  to  provide 
for  herself. 

He  now  engaged  ^n  partnership 
with  bis  brother,  who  was  a  car. 
pcDter  in  Southwark,  and,  ha? ing 
Sftved  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
daring  the  connexion,  he  embarked 
in  biuiness  for  himself,  and  ob- 
tuned  a  large  share  of  credit  from 
the  timber-merchants ;  bat,  when 


his  debts  became  due,  he  too|L  lodg- 
ings within  the  rules  of  the  King's 
Bench,  of  whii.h  place  he  became  a 
prisoner  in  order  to  evade  the  pay- 
ment of  them. 

Even  while  in  this  situation  he  un- 
dertook a  piece  of  work  by  which  he 
made  three  hundred  pounds  profit^ 
and  might  hare  been  a  greater 
gainer,  but  that  he  quarrelled  with 
his  employer.  At  this  period  one 
Sarah  Bristow,  who  had  been  trans- 
sported  for  a  felony,  returned  after 
the  expiration  of  a  year,  and,  be- 
coming acquainted  with  Roberts, 
lived  with  him  as  hb  wife  for  a 
considerable  time. 

He  now  took  thb  woman  to 
Bristol,  where  he  rented  an  inn, 
and  furnbhed  it  by  the  help  of  those 
people  who  would  trust  him ;  but 
one  of  his  London  creditors,  getting 
notice  of  the  place  of  hb  retreat, 
arrested  him  ;  and  Roberts,  stand- 
ing trial,  cast  him  on  account  of 
some  informality  in  taking  out  the 
writ. 

Roberts,  however,  thought  it  im- 
prudent to  remain  in  hb  present 
station  ;  and  therefore,  shipping  his 
effects  for  London,  he  and  Mrs. 
Bristow  came  to  town,  and  lodged 
within  the  rules  of  the  King's  Bench, 
of  which  Roberts  became  again* a 
prisoner.  , 

Notwithstanding  his  situation,  he 
took  an  Inn  that  was  at  that  time  to 
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be  let  aft 

terwcdbfmtiBi 

Saitb^  to  wboA  be  owed  MtjJkwe 


for  tWpat- 


of  what  mi  w 


Mr.  SflHth  rode  fonrard  to  as. 
odMriBB,  vliete  ke  Icarac  dbal  Ro. 
Iwffti  Ind  takes  fW  Immk  vkeie  Iw 
had  feeo  him ;  and,  on  hit  fctoni 
to  LoodcMi,  he  feat  a  cowiiiieo  to 
ao  attomcj  to  arrat  him  for  the 
sam  above  mertiooed.  Roberts 
foand  BMans  to  cooiproBiife  this 
afiur ;  bat  hb  other  crediton  leaiv. 
lag  whiiher  he  bad  retired,  it  sooa 
bfcaair  aeoettarj  for  him  to  coa* 
ccalbfaasdC 

Tbiflkiog  it  woald  be  ansafe  to 
reamin  Umg  in  Corentry,  be  com- 
misfioaed  Mrs.  Bristow  to  pardme 
all  facb  goods  as  the  coald  get  oa 
credit,  aiid  sead  them  to  the  iaa, 
with  a  view  to  cany  them  off  to 
fame  place  vhere  tbej  were  aot 
known. 

After  some  articles  had  been  ob- 
tained in  this  manner  Roberts  wai 
necessitated  to  make  a  precipitate 
retreat,  o«  ing  to  the  following  cir« 
comitaoce  :^An  attomej  and  bai- 
liff, baring  procured  a  ftcarch-war. 
rant,  emplojed  some  dragoons  who 
were  qnartered  in  the  town  to  search 
Roberts's  house,  on  pretence  of  find- 
ing stolen  goods :  bet  the  dragoons 
were  no  sooner  entered  than  they 
were  followed  br  the  bailiffs,  on 
which  Roberts  dropped  from  the 
window  of  a  room  where  he  bad  con. 
cealed  himself,  and  escaped  through 
the  garden  of  his  next  neighbour. 

As  it  now  became  necessary  that 
he  should  retire  from  Coienlry,  he 
left  Mrs.  Bristow,  and  came  to 
London,  desiring  that  she  would 
send  the  goods  she  had  obtained  by 
a  waggon,  directed  to  him  in  a  sup- 
posititious name. 

Paraaaot  to  his  instructionf ,  she 
^AMfaf  a  wi^gon  with  these  111- 


Mia. 
roid  in  Roberts,  |.iimg  a' 
coaat  of  what  ha 
which  he  sort  ooe  Carter  io 
foU  iaforanlioa  lopectiBg  the 
fair;  bat  Carter 
loager  thaa  he  waacxpedBd  la  da, 
Roberts  aet  oat  for  Cofcatiy,  aai. 
withataadi^  the  risk  to  ahich  he 
knew  he  expoaed  himielf  by 
peariagla  that  pbce. 

On  his  aniral  he  foaad  the  1 
stripped  of  ereiy  tUag  bat  a 
quaatity  of  beer,  with 
and  chairs ;  aad  obwrved  that  llit. 
Bristow  and  Carter  were  ia  ah%h 
degree  of  iatimacy.  Uoweter,  he 
did  not  stay  long  to  nsBJar  fato 
the  state  of  affairs;  for  theawaia 
told  him  it  would  be  pradcat  Ihr 
him  to  ooBCcal  hiattdf  ia  soaie  la- 
Ured  place  till  she  came  to  hha. 

Pursuant  to  this  adrice  he  wailed 
at  the  eztremitj  of  the  town  moie 
than  three  hours,  when  the  other 
parties  came  to  hia^  aad  adrised 
him  to  retire  to  Laadoa  with  all 
possible  expedition ;  bat  M  aot 
gire  him  money  to  defray  his  ex- 
penses. He  was  greatly  iaccased 
at  this  behaTiour;  not,  howefcr. 
expressing  his  resentment,  as  he  was 
fearful  of  being  arrested  if  he 
should  provoke  the  other  parties.  ' 

He  was  soon  followed  by  Mrs. 
Bristow  and  Carter ;  but,  as  they 
brought  no  more  money  with  theai 
than  about  fifteen  pounds,  he  was 
exceedingly  mortified  :  howerer, 
as  he  was  still  in  possession  of  the 
lease  of  the  house,  he  knew  he 
could  not  be  legally  deprired  of  it 
while  he  duly  paid  the  land-tax  and 
ground-rent. 

Roberts  now  mored  the  Court 
of  Ring's  Bench  for  a  rule  against 
Vis  cxtdAUm^Ui  iIm^w  ame  why 
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they  had  attached  his  foods ;  and 
the  Court  recommendiag  to  each 
party  to  settle  the  matter  by  arbi- 
tration, if  was  awarded  that  Ro- 
berts should  receife  one  hundred 
and  thirty  pounds,  and  gire  his  cre- 
ditors a  bill  of  sale  for  the  lease  and 
effects;  but  Roberts  not  hafing 
paid  for  the  6xtares,  the  owner  of 
them  instituted  a  suit  for  rcco?ery  ; 
and  on  the  day  the  other  creditors 
took  possession  of  the  house  an 
execution  was  returned  from  the 
Coart  of  Common  Pleas. 

Another  suit  arose  from  this  cir- 
cumstance ;  but,  ^  a  writ  of  in- 
quiry being  directed  to  the  sheriff 
of  Cotentry,  a  ? erdict  was  found 
for  the  creditors  under  the  award, 
because  that  order  had  been  made 
pr.or  to  the  execution.' 

While  these  matters  were  pend- 
ing, Roberts,  being  distressed  for 
cash,  borrowed  fire  pounds,  for  the 
payment  of  which  Carter  was  secu- 
rity;  bnt  the  debt  not  being  paid 
when  due,  Carter  was  arrested  for 
the  money,  while  Roberts  secreted 
himself  In  a  lodging  at  Hoxton, 
where  he  receifcd  the  one  hundred 
and  thirty  pounds  decreed  to  him 
by  the  award  abore  mentioned. 

Carter  soon  finding  Roberts's 
pbea  of  retreat,  a  quarrel  arose  be- 
tween them  ;  bnt  at  length  the  for- 
mar  aiked  Roberts  to  lend  him 
twenty  pounds,  saying  he  could 
aoqoire  a  fortune  by  the  possession 
of  such  a  sum  ;  and  that  he  would 
repay  the  money  at  twenty  shillings 
a  month,  and  gifo  a  good  premium 
for  the  use  of  it. 

Roberts  asking  how  this  money 
was  to  be  employed  to  such  adran- 
tage,  the  other  said  it  was  to  pur- 
chase a  liquid  which  would  dissoli e 
gold;  whereupon  the  former  said 
j>a  would  not  lend  him  the  money  ; 
ia  retenge  for  which  Carter  caused 
litm  to  be  arrested  for  the  fiTe 
poinds  aboTe  mentioned. 


Roberts  now  took  refuge  withia 
the  rules  of  the  King's  Bench,  while 
Carter,  who  had  fonnd  means  to 
raise  money  for  his  purpose,  took 
to  the  practice  of  diminishing  the 
coin,  in  which  he  was  so  successful 
that  he  soon  abounded  in  cash  :  an 
this  the  other  became  very  anxiow 
to  know  the  secret,  which  Carter 
refused  to  discorer,  saying  he  had 
been  ill  treated  in  their  former 
transactions* 

Carter's  method  of  diminishiwg 
the  coin  was  by  a  chymical  prepa- 
ration;  and  Roberts  imagined  ha 
had  learned  how  to  do  it,  for  which 
purpose  he  purchased  a  crucible  ; 
but  his  experiment  failed  in  the  int 
attempt.  Hereupon  ha  again 
sought  for  Carter,  whom  he  found 
in  company  with  some  other  dimi. 
nishers  of  the  coin,  and  offered  him 
money  to  giTO  him  the  necessary 
instructions. 

Carter  took  the  money,  and  da* 
sired  Roberts  to  wait  till  he  fetched 
some  tools ;  but,  in  fact,  he  want 
for  two  sheriflf's  officers  to  arrest 
him.  The  transaction  had  passed 
in  a  public  house,  and  Roberts,  see* 
ing  the  bailifis  crossing  the  street^ 
made  his  escape  by  a  back  window  ; 
but,  in  his  hurry,  went  off  with 
Carter's  hat  instead  of  his  own. 

Having  thus  escaped  from  imma-i 
diate  danger,  he  became  apprehen- 
sive that  Carter  might  be  basa 
enough  to  indict  him  for  felony ; 
on  which  he  returned  the  hat,  with 
a  letter,  earnestly  entreating  a  re- 
conciliation. Carter  went  to  him> 
and  told  him  that,  for  twenty  gni-. 
neas,  he  would  teach  him  his  art ; 
but  Roberts  offering  a  much  infe- 
rior price,  no  agreement  took 
place. 

Roberts  now  again  took  refoga 
within  the  rules  of  tha  King's 
Bench  ;  and,  having  failed  to  obm 
tain  the  desired  secret,  determined 
on  a  practioa  equally  dlshoaast  and 
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dangeroHi,  which  was  that  of  filing 
of  gold. 

Mrs.  Bristow  still  cohabited  with 
him  ;  and,  when  he  had  filed  o£f  as 
much  dost  as  was  worth  ten  pounds^ 
he  pot  it  into  a  tobacco-box,  under 
hit  bed,  which  she  stole,  and  sold 
the  contents  ;  but  after  this  he  ob. 
tained  a  considerable  sum  of  moncj 
by  employing  a  person,  at  half  a 
crown  a  day,  to  sell  the  filings. 

After  some  time,  not  agreeing 
with  the  person  whom  he  had  thus 
employed,  he  determined  to  act  for 
himself,  and,  hafing  sold  a  quantity 
of  dust  to  a  refiner,  be  went  to  a 
public  housenear  Hicks's  Hall,  kept 
by  a  Mr.  Rogers,  whom  he  asked 
to  giTe  him  a  bank-note  for  some 
gold.  Rogers,  on  feeling  the  gui- 
neas, found  that  some  of  the  dust 
stuck  to  his  fingers ;  on  which  he 
said,  '  What  hafe  we  got  here? 
The  fellow  who  filed  these  guineas 
ought  to  be  hanged  for  doing  his 
business  in  so  clumsy  a  manner.' 
Without  saying  more,  he  stepped 
out  and  procured  a  constable,  who 
took  Roberts  into  custody,  but  at 
length,  after  detaining  him  six 
hours,  discharged  him  on  his  own 
authority. 

Roberts  was  no  sooner  at  liberty 
than  he  prosecuted  the  publican 
and  constable  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  for  false  imprbon- 
meat;  but  he  failed  in  this  suit, 
and  an  evidence  whom  he  had  sub. 
poenaed  la  his  behalf  was  committed 
M  a  chaige  of  perjary,  while  the 
MjUicen  was  bonnil  to  proaecnte 
Bfliiiirffi  wkOf  taktag  oat  a  writ  of 

*•  Him.  lodged  pri. 
»:«atB|  a  paUie 

falieat,aad 
O'UsboD, 

nmu9m§m 

iwatde. 

vtto. 

ft-' 


another  advertisement,  offering  a 
reward  for  apprehending  them 
both.  On  this  RoberU  offered  the 
captain  of  a  ship  five  guineas  to 
carry  them  to  Dunkirk;  hnttbi« 
was  refused,  on  account  of  the 
boisterousness  of  the  weather. 

Thus  disappointed,  they  repaired 
to  Ramsgate,  where  they  met  Mn. 
Bristow's  brother,  who  was  like- 
wise  included  in  the  advertisement, 
and  they  all  went  on  board  a  vessel 
bound  for  Calais ;  but,  qnarrellinf 
among  themselves,  the  captain  gave 
orders  that  they  should  be  landed 
at  Dover.  Provoked  by  this,  Ro- 
berts  threw  the  captain  into  the  sea, 
and,  if  the  boat  had  not  been  sent 
to  take  him  up,  he  must  infallibly 
have  been  drowned. 

The  captain  was  no  sooner  on 
board  than  Roberts  took  the  helm, 
and  steered  the  vessel  to  her  port ; 
but,  on  their  landing,  Mrs.  Bris- 
tow's brother  making  the  CesUwu 
house  officers  acquainted  with  Ro- 
berts's character,  his  boxes  were 
searched,  and  the  implements  for 
filing  money  found;  but  he  escaped 
to  Dunkirk  while  they  were  mak. 
ing  the  search. 

Hence  Roberts  went  to  Ostead, 
and,  sending  for  Mrs.  Bristow  to 
that  place,  they  embarked  again  for 
England,  and  took  lodgings  ia 
Fountain  Court,  in  the  Strand, 
which  they  quitted  after  a  residence 
of  six  weeks. 

Roberts  could  not  detach  himself 
from  the  idea  of  procuring  a  sub- 
sutence  by  filing  money;  and  in 
pursuit  of  this  illicit  practice  he 
took  a  house  at  Bath,  where  be 
Qied  to  work  at  his  occupation  dur- 
ing the  night 

Going  to  a  chymist's  shop  one 
morning  to  purchase  a  liquid,  he 
saw  a  gentleman  who  knew  him ; 
on  which  he  went  home  forthwith, 
and  told  Mrs.  Bristow  that  he  ww 
a^^Nhieulia  o€  Xtmg  taken  into 
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cntlody.  Hit  pmigct  were  jut, 
for  fome  officer*  came  to  hit  bonis 
■Imoat  Im  media  (el  J,  and  contejed 
bin  before  a  jnttice  of  pemce,  who 
coinniitted  him  to  prison,  anil  lent 
notice  lu  London  of  bii  being  in 

CDIIod^. 

During  bi)  confinement  at  Bath 
hewutajipliod  wi(hinilruDient>ror 
filing  ofThii  Ironi;-  but  diicorer]'  of 
tbb  alTair  being  madr,  he  wii  kept 


in  the  itricteit  confineoMnt  tilt  Im 
wat  transmit  led  to  London. 

Being  brought  to  trial  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  be  was  confieted  on  the 
fnllttt  evidence,  and  receind  sen. 
tcnco  of  death.  On  the  night 
before  his  czecnlion,  »hich  took 
place  at  Tyburn,  April  3,  1730, 
he  acknowledged  to  the  keeper  of 
Newgate  that  he  had  murdered  Ml 
first  wife  during  her  lying.in. 


RICUAKD 

BSECVTED  1 

Toia  nan  wu  the  ion  of  John 
Tarpin,  «  farlner  at  Thukslead,  in 
Shu;  and,  hanng  recdved  «  com- 
■on  school  edncation,  wai  appren- 
deed  to  a  butcher  in  Whitechapel ; 
but  was  diitiAgnbtied  from  his  earlj 
TMIh  for  the  impropriety  of  his 
kchntoar,  and  the  brutality  of  his 
■amen. 

On  Ow  expiration  of  hi*  appren- 
tkeihl]!  ho  married  a  young  woman 

VOL.  I. 


TURPIN, 


of  East  Ham,  in  Esiex,  uned 
Palmor  ;  bat  be  had  not  been  long 
married  before  he  took  to  the 
pTSctice  of  stealing  hli  neighbours' 
cattle,  which  he  used  to  Itill  and 
cnt  op  for  sale. 

Having  stolen  two  oxen  belong. 
ing  to  Hr.  Gilee,  of  Plabtow,  he 
drove  them  to  his  own  bonse;  bmt 
two  of  GiJea'f  temnti,  suspecting 
who  wM  the  robber,  went  to  Tur. 
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pin*!,  where  thej  nw  the  carcanei 
of  two  bea^t*  of  ludi  fixe  sf  had 
been  l0it ;  bat,  ai  the  hidei  were 
stripped  from  them,  it  was  impof. 
lible  to  saj  that  thej  were  the  uae : 
learning,  however,  that  Torpin  nsed 
to  dif pote  of  his  hides  at  Waltham 
Abbej,  thej  went  thither,  and  saw 
the  hides  of  the  indiridual  beasti 
that  had  been  stolen. 

No  donbt  now  remaining  who 
was  the  robber,  a  warrant  was 
procured  for  the  apprehension  of 
Tnrpin;  butjeaming  that  the  peace- 
officers  were  in  tearch  of  him,  he 
made  his  escape  from  the  back  win* 
dow  of  his  house  at  the  werj  moment 
thej  were  entering  at  the  door. 

Haruig  retreated  to  a  place  of 
secnritj,  he  foond  means  to  inform 
hii  wife  where  he  was  concealed : 
she  accordingf  J  fnnibhed  him  with 
money,  with  which  he  travelled  into 
the  hnndreds  of  Esses,  where  he 
joined  a  gang  of  smnggTeis,  with 
whom  he  was  for  some  time  sac- 
cessfn! ;  till  a  set  of  the  Custom- 
house officers,  by  one  fortunate 
f troke,  deprived  him  of  all  his  ill- 
acquired  gains. 

Thrown  oat  of  thi«  kind  of  busi. 
nets,  he  connected  himself  with  a 
gang  of  deer«stealers,  the  principal 
part  of  whose  depredations  were 
committed  on  Eppiug  Forest,  and 
the  parks  in  its  neighbourhood : 
but,  this  business  not  succeeding  to 
the  expectation  of  the  robbers,  they 
determined  to  commence  house- 
breakers. 

Their  plan  was,  to  fis  on  houses 
that  they  presumed  contained  any 
Taluable  property  ;  and,  while  one 
of  them  knocked  at  the  door,  the 
others  were  to  rush  in,  and  seize 
whatever  they  might  deem  worthy 
of  their  notice. 

The  first  attack  of  this  kind  was 

at  the  house  of  Mr.  Strype,  an  old 

^Mn  who  kept  a  chandler's  shop  at 

iVmiford,  whom  ihej  robbed  of  all 


the  money  in  his  posMSiion,  hit 
did  not  offer  him  anv  personal  via. 
lence. 

Tarpin  now  acquainted  his  aaa. 
ciatcs  that  there  was  an  old  voaaa 
at  Loughton  who  was  in  possesMM 
of  seven  or  eight  hundred  pounds; 
whereupon  they  agreed  to  rob  her ; 
and  when  they  came  to  the  doer 
one  of  them  knocked,  and  the  nest, 
forcing  their  way  into  the  house, 
tied  handkerchiefs  over  the  eyes  of 
the  old  woman  and  her  maid. 

This  being  done,  Torpin  de- 
manded what  money  was  in  the 
house ;  and  the  owner  hesitatiag  to 
tell  him,  he  threatened  to  sethei 
on  the  fire  if  she  did  not  make  an 
immediate  discovery.  Still,  how- 
ever, she  refused  to  gi^e  the  desired 
information  :  on  which  the  vilUins 
actually  placed  her  on  the  fire, 
where  she  sat  till  the  tormenting 
pains  compelled  her  to  discover  her 
hidden  treasure;  so  that  the  rob« 
bers  possessed  themselves  of  above 
four  hundred  pounds,  and  decamp- 
ed with  the  booty. 

Some  little  time  after  this  they 
agreed  to  rob  the  house  of  a  fanner 
near  Barking;  and,  knocking  at 
the  door,  the  people  declined  to 
open  it :  on  which  they  broke  it 
open ;  and  having  bound  the  farm- 
er, his  wife,  his  son-in-law,  and 
the  servant-maid,  they  robbed  the 
house  of  above  seven  hundred 
pounds ;  which  delighted  Turpin  so 
much,  that  he  exclaimed,  ^  Ay,  this 
will  do,  if  it  would  always  be  so  1* 
and  the  robbers  retired  with  their 
prise,  which  amounted  to  abore 
eighty  pounds  for  each  of  them. 

This  desperate  gang,  now  flushed 
with  success,  determined  to  attack 
the  house  of  Mr.  Mason,  the  keeper 
of  Epping  Forest ;  and  the  time  was 
fixed  when  the  plan  was  to  be  ctf- 
ried  into  execution :  but.  TurpiBf 
having  gone  to  London  to  spend  his 
shaft  ol  thie  f oTmer  booty,  lotoii- 


t 
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cated  himself  to  sach  a  de^^ree  that 
he  totally  forgot  the  appointmeiit. 

Nevertheless,  the  rest  of  the  gang 
resolved  that  the  absence  of  their 
companion  should  not  frustrate  the 
proposed  design ;  and,  having  taken 
a  solemn  oath  to  break,  everj  article 
of  furniture  in  Mason's  house,  they 
set  out  on  their  expedition. 

Having  gained  admission,  thejr 
beat  aod  kicked  the  unhappy  man 
with  great  severity.  Finding  an  old 
nan  sitting  by  the  fireside,  they 
permitted  him  to  remain  uninjured ; 
and  Mr.  Mason's  daughter  escaped 
their  fury  by  running  oot  of  the 
house,  and  taking  shelter  in  a  hog. 
ity. 

After  ransacking  the  lower  part 
of  the  house,  and  doing  much  mis- 
chief, they  went  up  stairs,  where 
they  broke  every  thing  that  fell  in 
their  way,  and,  among  the  rest, 
a  china  punch.bowl,  from  which 
dropped  one  hundred  and  twenty 
guineas,  which  they  made  prey  of, 
and  effected  their  escape.  They 
now  went  to  London  in  search  of 
Turpin,  with  whom  they  shared  the 
booty,  though  he  had  not  taken 
part  In  the  execution  of  the  villainy. 

On  the  11th  of  January,  1736, 
Tnrpln  and  five  of  his  companions 
went  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Saunders^ 
a  rich  farmer  at  Charlton,  in  Kent^ 
.  between  seven  and  eight  in  the 
evening,  and,  having  knocked  at 
the  d<K>r,  asked  if  Mr.  Saunders 
was  at  home.  Being  answered  in 
the  affirmative,  they  rushed  into 
the  house,  and  found  Mr.  Saunders, 
with  his  wife  aod  friends,  playing 
at  cards  In  the  parlour.  They  told 
tte  company  that  they  should  re- 
gain uninjured  if  they  made  no  dis* 
tprbance.  Having  made  prize  of  a 
silver  snnff'-box  which  lay  on  the 
tible,  part  of  the  gang  stood  guard 
over  the  rest  of  the  company,  while 
fte  others  attended  Mr.  Saunders 
Ihrongh  the  house,  and,  breaking 


open  his .  escmtoiros  and  closets, 
stole  above  a  hundred  pounds,  ex- 
clusive of  plate. 

During  these  transactions  the  ser- 
vant-maid  ran  up  (tairs,  barred  the 
door  of  her  room,  and  called  out 
^  Thieves!'  with  a  view  of  alarming 
the  neighbourhood ;  but  the  rob- 
bers  broke  open  the  door,  secured 
her,  and  then  robbed  the  house  of 
all  the  valuable  property  they  had 
not  before  taken.  Finding  some 
minoo-ples,  and  some  bottles  of 
wine,  they  sat  down  to  regale  them- 
selves ;  and,  meeting  with  a  bottle 
of  brandy,  they  compelled  each  of 
the  company  to  drink  a  glass  of  It. 

Mrs.  Saunders  fainting  through 
terror,  they  administered  some 
drops,  in  water,  to  her,  and  reco- 
vered her  to  the  use  of  her  senses. 
Having  staid  in  the  house  a  consi- 
derable time,  they  packed  up  their 
booty  and  departeid,  having  first 
declared  that  if  any  of  the  family 
gave  the  least  alarm  within  two 
hours,  or  advertised  the  marks  of 
the  stolen  plate,  they  would  return 
and  murder  them  at  a  future  time. 

Retiring  to  a  public  house  at 
Woolwich,  where  they  had  concert- 
ed the  robbery,  they  crossed  the 
Thames  to  an  empty  house  in  Rat- 
cliffe  Highway,  where  they  depo- 
sited the  stolen  eflfects  tUI  they 
found  a  purchaser  for  them. 

The  division  of  the  plunder  hav- 
ing taken  place,  they,  on  the  18th 
of  the  same  month,  went  to  the 
house  of  Mr.  Sheldon,  near  Croy- 
don, in  Surrey,  where  they  arrived 
about  seren  in  the  evening.  Having 
got  into  the  yard,  they  perceived  a 
light  in  the  stable,  and,  going  Into  it, 
found  the  coachman  attending  his 
horses.  Having  immediately  bound 
him,  they  quitted  the  stable,  and, 
meeting  Mr.  Sheldon  In  the  yard, 
they  seised  him,  and  compelled  him 
to  conduct  them  into  the  honse, 
whence  they  stole  etoven  gniMaf, 
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with  jeweli,  plate,  and  other  things 
ofvalae,  to  a  large  amount.  Hating 
comniitted  this  robber/,  they  re* 
turned  Mr.  Sheldon  two  guineas, 
and  apologized  for  their  conduct. 

This  being  done,  they  hastened 
to  the  Black  Horse,  in  the  Broad* 
way,  Westminster,  where  they  con- 
certed the  robberyof  Mr.  I^wrence* 
of  Edgware,  near  Stanmore,  in  Mid. 
dloiev,  for  which  place  they  set  oat 
OR  the  4th  of  February,  and  arrived 
at  a  public  hoa«o  in  that  rillage 
about  five  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
From  this  place  they  went  to  Mr. 
Lawrcnce^s  house,  where  they  ar* 
rived  about  seven  o'clock,  just  as 
he  had  discharged  some  people  who 
had  worked  for  him. 

Having  left  their  horses  at  the 
oater  gate,  one  of  the  robbers,  golog 
forwards,  found  a  boy  who  had  just 
returned  from  folding  bis  shoep: 
the  rest  of  the  gang  following,  a 
pbtol  was  presented,  and  instant 
destruction  threatened  if  he  made 
any  noise.  They  then  took  off  his 
garters,  tied  his  hands  therewith, 
and  told  him  to  direct  them  to  the 
door,  and,  when  they  knocked,  to 
answer,  and  bid  the  servants  open 
it,  in  which  case  they  would  not 
hurt  hiin :  but,  when  the  boy  came 
to  the  door,  he  was  so  terrified  that 
he  could  not  speak ;  on  which  one 
of  the  gang  knocked,  and  a  man. 
servant,  imagining  it  was  one  of 
the  neighbours,  opened  the  door, 
whereupon  they  ail  rushed  in, 
armed  with  pistols. 

Having  seised  Mr.  Lawrence  and 
his  servant,  they  threw  a  cloth  over 
their  faces,  and,  taking  the  boy  into 
another  room,  demanded  what  fire- 
arms were  in  the  house ;  to  which 
he  replied,  only  an  old  gun,  which 
they  broke  in  pieces.  They  then 
bound  Mr.  I^wrence  and  his  man, 
and  made  them  sit  by  the  boy ;  and 
Turpi n,  sr arching  the  gentleman, 
/ooi  from  bim  a  guinea^  a  Portugal 


piece,  and  some  silver;  but,  aoC 
being  satisfied  with  thb  booty,  thcj 
forced  him  to  conduct  them  up 
stairs,  where  they  broke  open  a 
closet,  and  stole  some  money  and 
plate:  but,  that  not  being  sufficieiit, 
they  threatened  to  murder  Mr.  Law- 
rence, each  of  them  destining  him 
to  a  different  death,  as  the  savage. 
ness  of  his  own  nature  prompted. 
At  length  one  of  them  took  a  kettle 
of  water  from  the  fire,  and  threw 
it  over  him ;  but  it  pro? identially 
happened  not  to  bo  hot  enough  to 
scald  him. 

In  the  interim,  the  maid-servant, 
who  was  churning  butter  in  the 
dairy,  hearing  a  noise  in  the  house, 
apprehended  some  mischief,  on 
which  she  blew  out  her  candle  to 
screen  herself;  but,  being  found  in 
the  course  of  their  search,  one  of 
the  miscreants  compelled  her  to  go 
np  stairs,  where  he  gratified  his 
brotal  passion  by  force.  They  the* 
robbed  the  house  of  all  the  valuabia 
effects  they  could  find,  locked  the 
family  into  the  parlour,  threw  the 
key  into  the  garden,  and  took  their 
ill-gotten  plunder  to  London. 

The  particulars  of  this  atrodons 
robbery  being  represented  to  the 
king,  a  proclamation  was  iMuei 
for  the  apprehension  of  the  offend- 
ers,  promising  a  pardon  to  auy 
one  of  them  who  would  impeach  his 
accomplices ;  and  a  reward  of  fifty 
pounds  was  offered,  to  be  paid  on 
confiction.  This,  however,  hadao 
effect ;  the  robbers  continued  their 
depredations  as  before ;  and,  flushed 
with  the  success  they  had  met  with, 
seemed  to  bid  defiance  to  the  laws. 

On  the  7th  of  February  six  of 
them  assembled  at  the  White  Bear 
inn,  in  Drnry  Lane,  where  they 
agreed  to  rob  the  house  of  Mr. 
Francis,  a  farmer  near  Marylebone^ 
Arrifing  at  the  place,  they  found  a 
servant  in  the  cow-house,  whom* 
ihttalcmi\^  to  murder  if  he  » as  not 
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pcrfoclly  silent,  ihcy  bound  fa«t. 
This  being  done,  they  led  him  into 
the  stable,  where,  Gnding  another 
of  (he  servants,  they  bound  him  in 
the  same  manner. 

.  in  the  interim  Mr.  Francis  hap- 
pening to  come  home,  they  pre. 
sented  their  pistols  to  Jiis  breast, 
and  threatened  instant  desfruction 
to  him  if  he  made  the  least  noise  or 
opposition. 

UaTing  bound  the  master  in  the 
stable  with  his  servants,  they  rushed 
into  the  house,  tied  Mrs.  Francis, 
her  daughter,  and  the  maid.servant, 
and  beat  them  in  a  most  cruel  man. 
ner.  One  of  the  thieves  stood  as  a 
sen  try' while  tharest  rifled  the  house, 
in  which  they  found  a  silver  tank, 
ard,  a  medal  of  Charles  1.  a  gold 
watch,'  several  gold  rings,  a  consi. 
derable  sum  of  money,  and  a  rariety 
of  valuable  linen  and  other  effects, 
which  they  conveyed  to  London. 

Hereupon  a  reward  of  one  bun* 
dred   pounds  was  offered   for  the 
apprehension  of  the  offenders ;  in 
consequence  of  which  two  of  them 
were   taken   Into  custody,    tried, 
convicted  oo  the  evidence  of  an  ac. 
complice,  and  hanged  in  chains: 
and  (he  whole  gang  being  dispersed, 
Turpin  went  into  the  country  to  re- 
new his  depredations  on  the  public. 
On  a    journey '  towards    Cam* 
bridge,   he  met  a  man   genteelly 
dressed,  and  well  mounted ;  and, 
eipecting  a  good  booty,  he  pre. 
•ented  a  pistol  to  the  supposed  gen- 
tleman, and  demanded  his  money. 
The  party  thus  stopped  happened 
to  be  one  King,  a  famous  highway, 
nan,  who  knew  Turpin ;  and,  when 
the  latter  threatened  instant  de. 
stniction  if  he  did  not  deliTcr  his 
money,  King  burst  into  a  fit  of 
laughter,  and  said,  '  What,  dog  eat 
dog  ? — Come,  come,  brother  Tur. 
pin,  if  you  don't  know  me  1  know 
.  you,  and  shall  be  glad  of  your  com- 
l«ny.' 


These  lircthren  in  iniquity  soon 
struck  the  bargain,  and,  immediately 
entering  on  business,  committed  a 
number  of  robberies  \  till  at  length 
ih?j  were  so  well  known  that  no 
public  house  would  receiTe  them  as 
guests.  Thus  situated,  they  fixed 
on  a  spot  between  the  King's  Oak 
and  the  I^ughton  road,  on  Eppiog 
Forest,  where  they  made  a  cave 
which  was  large  enough  to  receive 
them  and  their  horses. 

This  caTe  was  enclosed  wiihin  a 
sort  of  thicket  of  bushes  and  bram. 
blcs,  through  which  they  could  look 
and  see  passengers  on  the  road, 
while  themseWes  remained  unob. 
serTed. 

From  this  station  they  used  to 
issue,  and  robbed  such  a  number  of 
persons,  that  at  length  the  yery 
pedlars  who  traTelled  the  road  car- 
ried fire-arms  for  their  defence: 
and,  while  they  were  in  this  re. 
treat,  Turpin's  wife  used  to  supply 
them  with  necessaries,  and  fre- 
quently remained  in  the  cave  during 
the  night, 

HaTing  taken  a  ride  as  far  as 
Bungay,  in  Suffolk,  they  observed 
two  young  countrywomen  recciTc 
fourteen  pounds  for  corn,  on  which 
Turpin  resolved  to  rob  them  of  the 
money.  King  objected,  saying  it 
was  a  pity  to  rob  such  pretty  girls : 
but  Turpin  was  obstinate,  and  ob- 
tained the  booty. 

Upon  their  return  home,  on  the 
following  day,  they  stopped  a  Mr. 
Bradle,  of  London,  who  was  riding 
in  his  chariot  with  his  children. 
The  gentleman,  seising  only  one 
robber,  was  preparing  to  make  re- 
sutance,  when  King  called  to  Tur- 
pin to  hold  the  horses.  They  took 
from  the  gentleman  his  watchj^  mo- 
ney, and  an  old  mourning-ring ; 
but  returned  the  latter,  as  he  de* 
dared  that  its  intrinsic  Talue  was 
trifling ;  yet  he  was  rery  UDwiUing 
to  part  with  It. 
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Finding  that  thej  readilj  parted 
with  the  ring,  he  asked  thera  wliat 
he  oinst  gire  for  the  watch:  on 
which  Kins  said  to  Torpin,  ^  What 
say  70U,  Jack  ?  Here  seems  to  be 
a  good  honest  fellow ;  shall  we  let 
him  haTe  the  watch?'  Turpin  re- 
plied, '  Do  as  yoQ  please ;'  on 
which  King  said  to  the  gentleman, 

*  You  must  pay  six  guineas  for  it : 
we  neTcr  sell  for  more,  though 
the  watch  should  be  worth  six-and. 
thirty,'  I'he  gentleman  promised 
that  the  money  should  be  left  at  the 
Dial,  in  Birchin  Lane. 

On  the  4th  of  May*  1737,  Tor. 
pin  was  guilty  of  murder,  which 
arose  from  the  following  circum- 
stance : — A  reward  of  a  hundred 
pounds  baring  been  offered  for  ap- 
prehending him 9  one  Thomas  Mor* 
ris,  a  serrant  of  Mr.  Thompson, 
one  of  the  keepers  of  Epping  Fo. 
rest,  accompanied  by  a  higgler,  set 
off  in  order  to  apprehend  him. 
Tnrpin  seeing  them  approach  near 
his  dwelling,  Mr.  Thompson's  roan 
baring  a  gun,  he  mistook  them  for 
poachers ;  on  which  he  said  there 
were  no   hares  near  that  thicket. 

*  No,'  said  Morris  ;  *  but  I  hare 
found  a  Turpin  ;'  and,  presenting 
his  gun,  required  him  to  surrender. 

Hereupon  Turpin  spoke  to  him 
as  in  a  friendly  manner,  and  gra- 
dually retreated  at  the  same  time, 
till,  baring  seized  his  own  gun,  he 
shot  him  dead  on  the  spot,  and  the 
higgler  ran  off  with  the  utmost  pre- 
cipitation. 

This  murder  being  represented  to 
the  secretary  of  state,  the  following 
proclamation  was  issued  by  gorero. 
mcnt,  which  we  gire  a  place  ioj 
from  its  describing  the  person  oif 
this  notorious  depredator : 

^  It  baring  been  represented  to 

the  king  that  Richard  Turpin  did, 

OQ   Wednesday,  the  4th   of  May 

^^^9  barbarously  murder  Thomas 

Morris,  Bcrrant  to  Henry  Thomp. 


son,  one  of  the  keepers  of  Epping 
Forest,  and  commit  other  notorious 
felonies  and  robberies  near  Lon- 
don, his  majesty  is  pleased  to  pro. 
mise  his  most  gracious  pardon  to 
any  of  his  accomplices,  and  a  re- 
ward of  two  hundred  pounds  to 
any  person  or  persons,  that  shall 
discorer  him,  so  that  he  may  be  ap* 
prehended  and  conricted.  Tuqna 
was  born  at  Thackstead,  in  Essexj 
is  about  thirty,  by  trade  a  batcher, 
about  fire  feet  nine  inches- high, 
rery  much  marked  with  the  smdl- 
pox,  his  cheek-bones  broad,  his 
face  thinner  towards  the  bottom, 
his  risage  short,  pretty  uprigb^ 
and  broad  about  the  shoulders.' 

Torpin,  to  aroid  the  proclama- 
tion, went  farther  into  the  countiy 
in  search  of  his  old  companion. 
King ;  and  in  the  mean  time  sent  a 
letter  to  his  wife,  to  meet  him  at  a 
public  house  at  Hertford.  The 
woman  attended  according  to  this 
direction ;  and  her  husband  coming 
into  the  house  soon  after  she  ar- 
rif  ed,  a  butcher,  to  whom  be  owed 
five  pounds,  happened  to  see  him ; 
on  which  he  said,  <  Cooie,  Dick,  I 
know  yon  hare  money  now  ;  and, 
if  you  will  pay  me,  it  wHl  be  of 
great  serrice.' 

Torpin  told  him  that  hb  wife  was 
in  the  next  room;  that  she  had 
money,  and  that  he  should  be  paid 
immediately;  but,  while  the  bat* 
cher  was  hinting  to  some  of  bit 
acquaintance  that  the  person  prt^ 
sent  was  Tnrpin,  and  that  tbef 
might  take  him  into  custody  aft«r 
he  had  reccired  his  debt,  the  high- 
wayman made  his  escape  through  a 
window,  and  rode  off  with  great 
expedition. 

Turpin  hating  found  King,  and 
a  man  named  Potter,  who  had  Iftte* 
ly  connected  himself  with  them, 
they  set  off  towards  London  in  the 
dnsk  of  the  evening;  but,  when 
ikey  came  ncax  V\k«  Gt«cii  Mao,  ott 
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Epping  Forest,  they  overtook  a 
Mr.  Major,  who  being  mounted  on 
a  Tery  fine  horse,  while  Turpio's 
beast  was  jaded,  the  latter  obliged 
him  to  dismount,  and  exchange. 

The  robbers  now  pursued  their 
journey  towards  London  ;  and  Mr. 
Major,  going  to  the  Greea  Man, 
gave  an  account  of  the  affair ;  on 
which  it  was  conjectured  that  Tur« 
pin  had  been  the  robber,  and  that 
the  horse  which  he  exchanged  must 
haTe  been  stolen. 

It  was  on  a  Saturday  evening 
that  this  robbery  was  committed ; 
but,  Mr.  Major  being  advised  to 
print  hand. bills  immediately,  notice 
was  given  to  the  landlord  of  the 
Green  Man  that  such  a  horse  as 
Major  had  lost  had  been  left  at  the 
Red  Lion,  in  Whitechapel.  The 
landlord,  going  thither,  determined 
to  wait  till  some  person  came  for 
it ;  and,  at  about  eleven  at  night. 
King's  brother  came  to  pay  for  the 
horse,  and  take  him  away ;  on 
which  he  was  immediately  seized j 
and  conducted  into  the  hoose. 

Being  asked  what  right  he  had 
to  the  horse,  he  said  he  had  bought 
it ;  but  the  landlord,  examining  a 
whip  which  he  had  in  his  hand, 
found  a  button  at  the  end  of  the 
handle  half  broken  off,  and  the 
name  of  Major  on  the  remaining 
half.  Upon  this  ho  was  given  into 
the  custody  of  a  constable  ;  but,  as 
it  was  not  supposed  that  he  was  the 
actual  robber,  he  was  told  that  he 
should  have  his  liberty  if  he  would 
discover  his  employer. 

Hereupon  he  said  that  a  stout 
man,  in  a  white  duffii  coat,  was 
waiting  for  the  horse  in  Red  Lion 
Street ;  on  which  the  company, 
going  thither,  saw  King,  who  drew 
a  pistol,  and  attempted  to  fire  it, 
hut  it  flashed  io  the  pan :  he  then 
endeavoured  to  pull  out  another 
pistol,  but  he  could  no|,  as  it  got 
•niaogtod  in  his  pocket 


.  At  this  time  Turpin  was  watch- 
ing at  a  small  distance,  and,  riding 
towards  the  spot.  King  cried  out,. 
^  Shoot  him,  or  we  are  taken  ;*  on 
which  Turpin  fired,  and  shot  his 
companion,  who  called  out,  ^  Dick, 
you  have  killed  me!'  which  the 
other  hearing,  rode  off  at  full 
speed  j^ 

King  lived  a  week  after  this  af« 
fair,  and  gave  information  that 
Turpin  might  be  found  at  a  bouse 
near  Hackney  Marsh  ;  and,  on  in- 
quiry, it  was  discovered  that  Tur. 
pin  had  been  there  on  the  night 
that  he  rode  off,  lamenting  that  he 
had  killed  King,  who  was  his  roost 
faithful  assooiato. 

For  a  considerable  time  did  Tur. 
pin  skulk  about  the  forest,  having 
been  deprived  of  his  retreat  io  the 
cave  since  he  shot  the  servant  of  Mr. 
Thompson.  On  the  examination  of 
this  cave  there  were  found  two 
shirts,  two  pair  of  stockings,  apiece 
of  ham,  and  part  of  a  bottle  of 
wine* 

Some  vain  attempts  were  made  to 
take  this  notorious  offender  into 
custody;  and,  among  the  rest,  the 
huntsman  of  a  gentleman  In  the 
neighbourhood  went  in  search  of 
him  with  bloodhounds.  Tnrpia 
perceiving  them,  and  recollecting 
that  King  Charles  II.  evaded  hit 
pursuers  under  covert  of  the  friend- 
ly branches  of  the  oak,  mounted 
one  of  those  trees,  under  which  the 
hounds  passed,  to  his  inexpressible 
terror,  so  that  he  determined  to 
make  a  retreat  into  Yorkshire. 

Going  first  tp  Long  Sutton,  in 
Lincolnshire,  he  stole  some  horses, 
for  which  he  was  taken  into  custo- 
dy, but  escaped  from  the  constable 
as  he  was  cojiducting  him  before  a 
magistrate,  and  hastened  to  Weltooi 
in  Yorkshire,  where  he  went  by  the 
name  of  John  Palmer,  and  assumed 
the  character  of  a  gentleman. 

.He  BOW  fre^neotiy  went  ioto 


m%       KNAPP  &  BALDWIN't  NEWGATE  CALEXDAL 


Liacolnsliire,  where  be  stole  hones, 
which  he  brought  into  Yorkshire, 
mad  either  sold  or-eichmnged  them. 

He  often  accompanied  the  neigh, 
booring  gentlemen  on  their  parties 
of  hanting  and  shooting  ;  and  one 
e? ening,  on  a  return  from  an  expe- 
dition of  the  latter  kiml,  he  wan* 
tonlj  shot  a  cock  belonging  to  his 
landlord.  On  this  Mr.  Hall,  a 
neighbour,  said,  ^  You  hare  done 
wrong  in  shooting  jour  landlord's 
cock;'  to  which  Torpin  replied, 
that,  if  he  would  stay  while  he 
loaded  his  gan,*be  wonkl  shoot  him 
also. 

Irritated  bj  this  insalt,  Mr.  Hall 
informed  the  landlord  of  what  had 
passed;  and,  application  being 
oiade  to  some  magistrates,  a  warrant 
was  granted  for  the  apprehension  of 
the  offender,  who  being  taken  into 
castody,  and  carried  b^ore  a  bench 
of  justices,  then  assembled  at  the 
quarter-sessions,  at  Bet erley,  they 
demanded  security  for  his  good  be- 
haTiour,  which  being  unable  or  un- 
willing to  give,  he  was  committed  to 
Bridewell. 

On  inquiry,  it  appeared  that  he 
made  frequent  joumpyt  into  Lin- 
colnshire, on  his  return  always 
abounding  in  money,  and  tliat  be 
was  likewise  in  possession  of  several 
horses,  to  that  it  was  conjectured 
that  he  was  a  horsestealer  and  a 
highwayman. 

On  this  the  magutrates  went  to 
him  on  the  following  day,  and  de- 
Bianded  who  he  was,  where  he  had 
lived,  and  what  was  his  employ, 
mcnt?  He  replied,  in  fubstance, 
^  That  about  two  years  ago  he 
had  lived  at  Long  Sutton,  in 
Lincolnshire,  and  was  by  trade  a 
butcher:  but  that,  having  con. 
tracted  several  debts  for  sheep  that 
proTed  rotten,  he  was  obliged  to 
abscondy  and  come  to  lire  in  York, 
shire.' 

Tbc  fls^istratcs,  not  being  satis- 


fied with  thU  Ule,  coaimii 
the  clerk  of  the  peace  to  wri 
Lincolnshire,  to  make  theaci 
inquiries  respecting  the  su] 
John  Palmer.  The  letter  w 
ried  by  a  speaal  messengei 
brought  an  answer  from  a 
trate  in  the  neighbourhood,  n 
ing  that  John  Palmer  wa 
known,  thcHigh  he  had  never  < 
on  trade  there :  that  he  hai 
accused  of  sheep-stealiag,  foi 
he  had  been  in  custody,  bi 
made  hb  escape  from  the 
officers :  and  that  there  wen 
ral  informations  lodged  agais 
for  horse.sCealing. 

Hereupon  the  magistrates  tl 
it  prudent  to  remove  him  to 
Castle,  where  he  had  not  bee 
than  a  month  when  two  p 
from  Lincolnshire  came  and  c 
a  mare  and  foal,  and  like 
horse,  which  he  had  stolen  i 
county. 

After  he  had  been  abou 
months  in  prbon,  he  wrote  tJ 
lowing  letter  to  his  brod 
Essex: 

*  York,  Feb.  (5,17 
^  Dear  Brother, 

^  I  am  sorry  to  aoqaain 
that  I  am  now  under  con^s 
in  York  Castle  for  horse^U 
If  I  could  procure  an  evideac 
London  to  give  me  a  charactc 
would  go  a  great  way  towai 
being  acquitted.  I  hid  no 
long  in  tbb  country  bcfo 
being  apprehended,  so  that  it 
pass  off  the  readier.  For  Hi 
sake,  dear  brother,  do  not  i 
me ;  you  will  know  what  I 
when  I  say, 

<  I  am  yours, 

*  Jouif  Palm 

Thb  letter,' being  retume 
opened,  to  the  post-office  in 
because  the  brother  would  n< 
the  postage  of  it,  was  acddi 
teen  b^  Mc*  Smithy  a  schooli 
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who,  having  taoght^  Torpin  to 
wrile,  immediately  knew  his  hand, 
on  which  he  carried  the  letter  to  a 
magistrate,  who  broke  it  open,  and 
it  was  thus  discovered  that  the  sup. 
posed  John  Palmer  was  the  real 
Richard  Turpin. 

Hereupon  the  magistrates  of  £s. 
sex  dispatched  Mr.  Smith  to  York, 
who  immediately  selected  him  from 
all  the  other  prisoners  in  the  Castle.  - 
This  Mr.  Smith,  and  another  gen- 
tleman, afterwards  pro  red  his  iden- 
tity on  his  trial. 

On  the  rumour  that  the  noted 
Turpin  was  a  prisoner  in  York  Cas- 
tle, iiersons  flocked  from  all  parts  of 
the  country  to  take  a  view  of  him, 
and  debates  ran  high  whether  he 
was  the  real  person  or  not.  Among 
others  who  visited  him  was  a  yonng 
fellow  who  pretended  to  know  the 
famous  Turpin,  and»  haying  regarded 
him  a  considerable  time  with  looks 
of  great  attention,  he  told  the 
keeper  he  would  bet  him  half  a 
guinea  that  he  was  not  Turpin  ;  on 
which  the  prisoner,  whispering  the 
keeper,  said  *  Lay  him  the  wager, 
and  I'll  go  your  halyes.' 

When  this  notorious  malefactor 
was  brought  to  trial,  he  was  con- 
victed on  two  indictments,  and  re- 
ceived sentence  of  death. 

After  conviction  he  wrote  to 
hk  father,  imploring  him  to  inter- 
cede with  a  gentleman  and  lady  of 
nmk,  to  make  interest  that  his  sen- 
tence might  be  remitted,  and  that 
he  might  be  transported.  The  fa- 
ther did  what  was  in  his  power; 
but  the  notoriety  of  hu  character 
was  such,  that  no  persons  would 
exert  themselves  in  hb  favour. 

This  man  lived  in  the  most  gay 
tnd  thoughtless  manner  after  con- 
viction, regardless  of  all  considera- 
tions of  futurity,  and  affecting  to 
make  a  jest  of  the  dreadful  fato 
that  awaited  him. 
Not  many  days  before  his  execor 


tion  lie  pa  rebated  a  new  fastian 
frock  and  a  pair  of  pomps,  in  or- 
der to  wear  them  at  the  time  of  his 
death ;  and  on  the  day  before  he 
hired  five  poor  men,  at  ten-shillings 
each,  to  follow  the  cart  as  mourn- 
en:  he  gave  hatbands  and  gloves 
to  several  other  perfons ;  and  also 
left  a  ring,  and  some- other  articles, 
to  a  married  woman  in  Lincoln- 
shire, with  whom  he  hail  been  ae- 
qnainted. 

On  the  morning  of  his  death  he 
was  put  into  a  cart,  and  being  fol- 
lowed by  his  mourners,  as  above 
mentioned,  he  was  drawn  to  the 
place  of  execution,  in  his  way  to 
which  he  bowed  to  the  spectators 
with  an  air  of  the  most  astonlsbing 
indifference  and  intrepidity.  - 

When  he  came  to  the  fatal  tree 
ho  ascended  the  ladder  ;  and,  on  his 
right  leg  trembling,  he  stamped  it 
down  with  an  air  of  assumed  cou- 
rage, as  if  he  was  ashamed  to  be  ob» 
serTed  to  discover  any  signs  of  fear. 
Having  conversed  with  the  execu- 
tioner about  half  an  hour,  he  threvr 
himself  off  the  ladder,  and  expired 
in  a  few- minutes.  Turpio  suffered 
atYork,AprU  10,  1730. 

The  spectators  of  the  execution 
seemed  to  be  much  affected,  at  the 
fate  of  this  man,  who  was  dbtin>- 
guished  by  the  comeliness  of  his  ap- 
pearance. The  corpse  was  brought 
to  the  piue  Boar,  in  Castle  Gate, 
York,  where  it  remained  till  the 
neift  morning,  when  it  was  interred 
in  the  churchyard  of  St.  Greorge's 
parish,  with  an  inscription  on  the 
coffin,  bearing  the  initials  of  his 
name,  and  his  age.  The  grave  was 
made  remarkably  deep,  and  the 
people  who  acted  as  mourners  took* 
such  measures  as  they  thought 
would  secure  the  body:  yet,  about 
three  o'clock  on  the  following  morn- 
ing, some  persons  were  observed  in 
the  churchyard,  who  carried  it  off;, 
and  the  populace*  having  an  intima. 
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able  f pirit,  his  aooomplicet  ad? ised 
him  to  commence  highwayman ; 
but,  none  of  them  hating  money  to 
purchase  horses  and  other  necessa. 
lies  (o  equip  them  in  a  genteel  mao- 
neri  it  was  determined  that  two  of 
the  gang  should  commit  a  robbery 
which  might  put  them  in  a  way  of 
committing  others. 

With  this  Tiew  they  went  into 
Kent  and  stole  two  horses,  which 
they  placed  at  a  liTery^table  near 
Moorfields ;  after  whirh  the  gang 
went  in  a  body  to  Welling,  in  IJert- 
fordshire,  where  they  broke  open  a 
house,  and  stole  about  fourteen 
pounds  in  money,  and  some  other 
faloablet,  which  furnished  them 
with  clothes  and  the  other  requisites 
for  their  intended  eipedition. 

Thus  pro? ided,  they  rode  to  En- 
field Chase,  where  they  robbed  the 
passengers  in  a  stage-coach  of  their 
watches  and  money ;  and  soon  af- 
terwards stopped  another  coach  in 
the  road  to  Epping  Forest,  from 
which  they  got  a  large  booty,  and 
dif  ided  it  at  their  place  of  meeting 
in  Brick  Lane,  Old  Street,  spend, 
ing  the  night  in  liccnlious  retelry. 

But  a  short  time  had  passed  after 
this  robbery  when  Caldcloogh  and 
one  of  his  companions  rode  to  Ep. 
ping  Forest;  and,  having  stopped 
a  coach  in  which  were  two  gentle- 
men and  a  young  lady,  a  servant 
that  was  behind  the  coach  woald 
have  attacked  the  robbers,  but  that 
the  gentlemen  desired  him  to  desist, 
that  the  young  lady  might  not  be 
terrified.  The  gentlemen  then  gave 
the  robbers  their  money,  apologiz- 
ing for  the  smallness  of  the  'sum, 
and  saying  that  they  should  have 
been  welcome  to  more  had  it  been 
in  their  possession. 

As  they   were   riding    towards 

London,  after  committing  thb  rob- 

hery,  they  quitted  their  horses,  and 

^Mitcned  them  to  a  tree,  in  order  to 

^ob   the    Woodford    stage-coach, 


which  they  observed  to  be  full  of 
passengers ;  but  the  coachman,  sas. 
j)ecting  their  intent,  drove  off  with 
such  expedition  that  they  conld 
not  overtake  him. 

Disappointed  in  this  attempt, 
they  rode  towards  Wanstead,  where 
they  saw  another  coach,  the  pasiea- 
gers  in  which  they  intended  to 
have  robbed  ;  but,  as  a  number  of 
butchers  from  London  rode  close 
behind  the  carriage,  they  thought 
proper  to  desi«t  from  so  dingGroia 
an  attempt. 

Thu!i  disappointed  of  the  expect- 
ed booty,  Caldclough  and  Thomas, 
on  the  following  day,  which  was 
Sunday,  rode  to  Stamford  Hill, 
where  they  robbed  three  persons  of 
their  watches,  and  about  four 
pounds  in  cash.  Flushed  with  this 
success,  they  determined  to  put 
every  person  they  should  meet  un- 
der contribution;  in  consequence 
of  which  they  robbed  seven  persons 
more  before  they  reached  JA>ndon, 
from  whom  they  obtained  about 
ten  guineas,  with  which  they  retired 
to  the  old  place  of  resort  in  Brick 
Lane. 

Soon    after    this    they  rode  to 
Finchley  Common,  where  meeting 
with  only   empty  carriages,  they 
were  returning  to  London,  when 
they  met  the  Barnct  coach  near 
Islington,  and  robbed  the  compsny 
of  about  fifteen  shilling*.    On  the 
following   day   they  collected  six 
shillings  and  sixpence  from  another 
of  the  Bamet  coaches,  and  nine 
shillings  from  the  Highgate  stage, 
on  their  return  to  town;  and  this 
was  the  whole  of  the  poor  booty 
they  obtained  this  day,  at  the  im- 
minent risk  of  theirlives. 

A  few  days  afterwards  Cald- 
clough and  another  of  the  gang 
stopjied  a  person  of  very  decent  ap- 
pearance near  Hackney,  and  de- 
manded his  money;  but  the  gentle^ 
mail)  b«it^%  kilo  tears,  laid  ha 
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was  in  clrcumstaoces  or  distreM,  and 
po9seued  onlj  eighteen- pence ;  on 
which,  instead  of  robbing  him,  thej 
made  him  a  present  of  half  a 
crown  ;  a  proof  ihat  sentiments  of 
humanity  may  not  be  utterly  ba. 
nitihed  e? en  from  the  breast  of  a 
thief.  On  their  return  to  town 
they  robbed  a  man  of  fourteen 
shillings,  and  then  went  to  their 
old  place  of  retreat. 

On  the  day  after  this  transaction 
they  went  to  the  Red  Lion  alo« 
bouse,  in  Aldcrsgate  Street,  where 
hating  drank  all  day,  and  being  un- 
able to  pay  the  reckoning,  they 
called  for  more  liquor,  and  then 
quitted  the  house,  saying  that  they 
would  soon  return.  Going  imme- 
diately towards  Islington,  they  met 
a  gentleman,  to  whom  they  said 
that  they  wanted  a  small  sum  to 
pay  their  reckoning.  On  this  the 
gentleman  called  out  ^  Thieves !' 
and  made  all  possible  resistance ; 
notwithstanding  which  they  robbed 
him  of  a  gold  watch,  which  they 
carried  to  town  and  pawned,  and 
then,  going  to  the  alehouse,  de- 
frayed the  expenses  of  the  day. 

In  a  little  time  after  this  one  of 
the  gang  sold  the  two  horses  which 
had  been  stolen  as  before  men. 
tioned,  and  appropriated  the  money 
to  hb  own  use ;  after  which  ho 
went  into  the  country,  and  spent 
some  time  with  his  relations ;  but, 
finding  it  difficult  to  abstain  from 
his  old  practices,  he  wrote  to  Cald- 
clough,  desiring  he  would  meet  him 
at  St.  Albans,  where  it  was  proba- 
ble a  good  booty  might  be  ob- 
tained. 

Calddough  obeyed  the  summons ; 
and,  on  his  arrival,  found  that  the 
scheme  was  to  rob  the  pack-horses* 
belonging  to  the  Coventry  carrier. 
The  man  drinking  at  a  house  near 


St.  Albans,  and  permitting  the 
horses  to  go  forward,  Calddough 
and  his  accomplice,  who  had  hidden 
themselves  behind  a  hedge,  rushed 
out  and  stopped  the  horses ;  and, 
having  robbed  the  packages  to  ther 
amount  of  fifty  pounds,  carried* 
their  booty  to  London,  where  they 
disposed  of  it. 

Having  dissipated  in  extravm^ 
gance  the  money  acquired  by  this 
robbery,  they  went  into  Hertford- 
shire, to  rob  a  gentleman  whom 
they  had  lear;it  was  possessed  of  » 
considerable  sum.  Gretting  Into 
the  yard  near  midnight,  the  owner 
of  the  house  demanded  what  busi- 
ness they  had  there ;  to  which  they 
replied,  <  Only  to  go  through  the 
yard;'  whereupon  the  gentleman- 
fired  a  gun,  which,  though  It  was 
loaded  with  powder  only,  terrified 
them  so,  that  they  decamped  with- 
out committing  the  inteoded  rob. 
bery. 

Calddough,  and  one  of  his  ae- 
complices  named  Robinson,  being 
reduced  to  circumstances  of  dis- 
tress, determined  to  make  depreda- 
tions on  the  road  between  London 
and  Kensington.  While  they  were 
looking  out  for  prey,  two  gentle- 
men, named  Swafford  and  Banks,- 
were  obsenred  on  the  road  behind 
them  ;  but  Mr.  Swaflford  being  at 
some  distance  before  his  companion, 
Calddough  and  Robinson,  who 
were  provided  with  hangers,  robbed 
him  of  some  silver;  but  not  till 
they  had  first  wounded  him  in  a 
manner  shocking  to  relate-^hoy 
cut  his  nose  almost  from  his  face, 
and  left  him  weltering  in  his  blood. 

Soon  afterwards  Mr.  Banks  came 
up,  whom  they  robbed  of  five  gui- 
neas, and  then,  hurrying  towards 
Kensington,  went  over  the  fields  to 
Chelsea,  where  they  took  a  boat, 


*  The  ututl  mode  of  conTcjing  goodt  firora  one  part  of  the  kiogdom  to  another  was, 
formerly,  by  nieuun  of  pack-horses;  but  this  has  givcii  place  to  road- waggons  and  caaalt.. 
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and  crotied   ike   Thtaet ;    and,  9,  1730,  and  made  the  foOowini; 

walking  to  Lambeth,  took  another  speech  to  the  sarroandiog  moItU 

boat,  which  carried  them  to  West-  tude  :-^ 

minster.  <  I  humblj   beg  that  all   70a 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Banks,  young  men  whom  I  leare  behhid 

wbo  had  missed  his  friend,  proceed*  me  would  take  warning  in  time,  and 

ad  to  Kensington,  where  he  made  aToid  bad  houses  as  well  as  bad 

inquiry  for  bim  ;  bat,  finding  that  company.     Remember  my  dying 

he  had  not  reached  that  place,  he  words,  lest  some  of  you  come  to  the 


apprehensife   that  he  might  same  end,  which  I  pray  God  yoo 

hate  been   murdered ;  and,  going  ne? er  may.     What  I  am  now  going 

back  with  a  gentleman  in  search  of  to  suffer  is  the  just  punishment  for 

him,  they  found  him  in  the  condi-  my  crimes ;  for,  although  I  did  not 

tioa  alnmdy  described.  ^  commit  murder,  yet  I  look  upon 

Mr.  Swafford   was  immediately  myself  equally  guilty,  as  the  poor 

lemof  ed  to  the  house  of  a  surgeon,  gentleman  must  hare  died  had  he 

where  proper  care  being  taken  of  not  met  with  assistance, 
him,  he  recoTered  his  health,  after        *  Were  I  able  to  make  satisfac 

a  long  series  of  diligent  attendance ;  tion  to  those  whom  I  hare  wronged, 

bot  hii  wounds  were  of  such  a  kind  I   would  do  It;  but,  alas!  lean- 

as  totally  to  disfigure  the  features  not,  and  therefore  I  pray  that  they 

of  his  fac^  his  nose  having  been  cut  will  forgire  me.    I  hope  my  life 

sons  to  hang  orer  his  mouth.  will  be  at  least  some  satisfaction, 

The  villains  were  taken  into  cns«  u  I  hare  nothing  besMes  to  girec 

tody  on  the  rery  day  after  the  per.  and,  as  I  die  in  charity  with  all 

E ration  of  thte  horrid  deed,  when  mankind,  may  the  Lord  Jesns  re- 

binson  being  admitted  an  eri.  ceire  my  soul!* 
dence  against  his  accomplice,  he        In  the  case  of  this  malefactor,  as 

was  brought  to  trial  at  the  next  in  that  of  many  others,  we  hare  a 

sessions,  oonyicted,  and    recelred  striking  Instance  how  citreroelype- 

sentence  of  death.  nitent  a  man  may  be  when  his  pe- 

After     coufiction     Caldclongh  nitence  can  arail  nothing  tothe in- 

saemed  to  entertain  no  hopes  of  a  jured  party.     We  hope  that  those 

pardon ;  but,  appropriating  all  his  who  read  narratives  of  this  kind 

time  to  contrition  for  the  tIccs  of  will  reflect  that  the  true  way  to  be 

his  past  life,  prepared  for  futurity  happy  is  ne? er  to  be  guilty  of  such 

with  all  the  zeal  of  one  who  ap.  crimes  as  will  lay  them  under  the 

peared  to  be  a  sincere  penitent.  necessity  of  such  iueflfectual  repat- 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  July  ance. 


EDWARD  JOINES, 

EXECUTED  VOR  THE  MURDER  OF  HIS  WIFE. 

The  parents  of  Edward  Joines  about  fi?e  years,  but  without  roak- 

were  respectable  housekeepers  in  ing  any  considerable  improvement 

RatcUffe  Highway,  who,  being  de-  Soon  after  he  had  completed  his 

sirous  that  the  boy  should  be  qua-  fourteenth  year  he  was  remored 

lified  for  business,  placed  him  under  from  the  school,  and  his  father  in* 

the  direction  of  a  master  of  a  day-  formed  him  that  he  was  endeavonr- 

»e&ool  in  Goodmtin'§  Fields,  where  ing  to  find  some  reputable  trades* 

^  eaatitttted  a  r^ular  attendant  man  wYio  wotX^Ukahamasaaap* 
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prentice ;  but  the  yooth  expressed 
an  a?ersion  to  any  occupation  but 
that  of  a  gardener.  Finding  that 
he  had  conceiyed  a  strong  prepos* 
session  in  faTour  of  this  business^ 
they  bound  him  to  a  gardener  at 
Stepney,  whom  ho  sorted  in  an  in. 
du^trious  and  regular  manner  for 
the  space  of  seren  years ;  and  for 
some  time  afterwards  continued 
with  the  same  master  in  the  capa- 
city  of  a  journeyman,  his  parents 
being  so  reduced  through  misfor. 
tunes  that  they .  could  not  supply 
him  with  money  to  carry  on  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account. 

A  short  time  after  the  expiration 
of  his  apprenticeship  he  married  a 
milk-woman,  by  whom  he  had  seven 
children  in  the  course  of  twenty 
years,  during  which  time  he  lived  in 
an  amicatile  manner  with  his  wife, 
earning  a  tolerable  subsistence  by 
honest  industry. 

His  children  all  died  in  their  in. 
fancy,  and  upon  the  decease  of  his 
wife  be  procured  employment  at 
Bromley ;  and,  that  he  might  lose 
but  little  time  in  going  to  and  re- 
turning from  his  work,  he  hired  a 
lodging  at  the  lower  end  of  Poplar, 
in  a  house  kept  by  a  widow,  with 
whom  he  in  a  few  days  contracted 
a  criminal  familiarity.  They  had 
lived  together  about  a  twelvemonth, 
jointly  defraying  the  household  ex- 
penses, when  she  more  frequently 
than  usual  gave  way  to  the  natural 
violence  of  her  temper,  threatening 
that  he  should  not  continue  in  the 
house  unless  he  would  marry  her ; 
which  he  consented  to  do,  and,  ad- 
journing to  the  Fleet,  the  ceremony 
was  performed. 

After  their  marriage  their  dis- 
agreements became  more  frequent 
and  violent ;  and,  upon  the  wife's 
daughter  leaving  her  service,  and 
coming  to  reside  with  them,  she 
united  with  her  mother  in  pursuing 
every  measure  that  could  tend  to 


render  the  life  of  Joines  insopw 
portably  miserable.  On  his  return 
from  work  one  evening  a  disagree- 
ment, as  usual,  took,  place ;  and, 
being  aggravated  by  her  abusive 
language,  he  pushed  her  from  him, 
when,  falling  against  the  grate,  her 
arm  was  much  scorched.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  she  swore  the  peaee 
against  him;  but,  when  they  ap- 
peared before  the  magistrate  wha 
had  granted  the  warrant  for  the 
apprehension  of  Joines,  they  were 
advised  to  compromise  their  dis- 
agreement, to  which  they  mntnallj 
agreed. 

By  an  accidental  fitll  Mrs.  Joines 
broke  her  arm,  about  a  month  after 
the-above  affair ;  but»  timely  appli- 
cation being  made  to  a  surgeon,, 
she  in  a  short  time  had  every  reason 
to  expect  a  perfect  and  speedy  re.^ 
covery. 

Joines  being  at  a  public  boose 
on  a  Sunday  afternoon,  the  land-^ 
lord  observed  his  daoghtec-ln-law 
carrying  a  pot  of  porter  from  an- 
other alehouse,  and  mentioned  the 
circumstance  to  him,  adding,  that 
the  girl  had  been  served  witba  like 
quantity  at  his  house  but  a  short 
time  before.  Being  intoxicated, 
Joines  took  fire  at  what  the  publi- 
can had  imprudently  said,  and  inu 
mediately  went  towards  bis  house, 
which  was  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  street,  with  an  intention  of  pre^ 
venting  his  wife  from  drinking  the 
liquor.  He  struck  the  pot  out  of 
her  hand,  and  then,  seizing  the  arm 
that  had  been  broken,  twisted  it 
till  the  bone  again  separated. 

The  fracture  was  a  second  time 
reduced;  but  such  unfavourable 
symptoms  appeared,  that  an  ampo^ 
tation  was  feared  to  be  necessary 
for  preserving  the  patient's  life.  In 
a  short  time  afterwards,  however^ 
she  was  supposed  to  be  In  a  fair 
way  of  recovery. ;  and,  calling  one 
day  at  the  gardens  where  her  hm^ 
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bftiid  was  employed,  the  told  hit 
fellow.labonivrs  that  she  had  great 
hopes  of  her  arm  being  speedily 
cored ;  adding,  that  she  was  then 
able  to  mof  e  her  fingers  with  but 
Tery  little  diflicalty. 

The  hopes  of  this  unfortunate 
woman  were  falsely  grounded ;  for 
on  the  following  day  she  was  so  ill, 
that  her  life  was  judged  to  be  ? ery 
precarious.  She  sent  for  Joines 
from  his  work;  and,  upon  his 
coming  to  her  bedaide,  he  asked  if 
she  had  any  accusation  to  allege 
against  him  ;  upon  which,  shaking 
her  head,  she  said  she  would  for. 
give  him,  and  hoped  the  world 
would  do  so  too.  She  expired  the 
next  night,  and  in  the  morning  he 
gate  some  directions  respecting  the 
funeral,  and  then  went  to  work  in 
the  gardens  as  usual,  not  entertain- 
ing  the  least  suspicion  that  he  should 
be  accused  as  the  cause  of  his  wife's 
death  ;  but,  npon  his  return  in  the 
ereoing,  he  was  apprehended  on 
suspicion  of  murder. 

An  inquest  being  summoned  to 
inquire  whether  the  woman  was 
murdered,  or  died  according  to  the 
course  of  nature,  it  appeared  in 
cf  ideuce  that  her  death  was  occa. 
sioned  by  the  second  fracture  of  her 
arm:  the  jury,  therefore,  brought 
in  a  Terdict  of  Wilful  Murder 
against  Joines,  who  was,  in  conse- 
quence, committed  to  Newgate,  in 
order  for  trial. 

At  the  ensuing  sessions  at  the 
Old  Bailey  Joines  was  arraigned 
on  an  indictment  for  the  wilful 
murder  of  his  wife.  In  the  course 
of  the  trial  it  appeared  that  the  pri. 
soner  had  frequently  forced  the  de- 
ceased into  the  street  at  late  hours 
of  the  night,  without  regard  to  her 
being  without  clothes,  or  to  the 
severity  of  the  weather.  The  sur- 
geon who  attended  her  deposed 
^'^  a  gMngreae  appeared  on  her 
«/w.  in  consequence  of  its  being 


broken  the  second  time,  which  was 
indisputably  the  cause  of  her  death. 
Nearly  three  months  had  elapsed 
from  the  time  of  her  arm  being  first 
broken  to  that  of  her  decease ;  bat 
not  more  than  ten  days  had  passed 
from  the  second  fracture  to  the  con- 
sequent mortification.  The  law  ei- 
presses  that  if  a  person,  Tioleutly 
wounded,  dies  within  twelve  calen- 
dar months,  the  offender  causing 
such  wound,  or  wounds,  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  capital  felony. 
As  it  was  CTident  that  liis  wife  died 
in  consequence  of  hb  cruelty  withia 
the  time  limited  by  law,  Joinctwas 
pronounced  to  be  guilty  of  murder, 
and  sentenced  to  suffer  death. 

During  the  conBnement  of  Joints 
in  Newgate  he  did  not  appear  to 
entertain  a  proper  sense  of  bis  guilt. 
As  his  wife  did  not  die  immediately 
after  the  second  fracture  of  her  arm, 
it  was  with  difficulty  he  conkl  be 
persuaded  that  the  jury  had  done 
him  justice  in  finding  him  guilty  of 
murder.     He  had  but  a  rery  inu 
perfect  notion  of  the  principles  of 
religion  ;  but  the  Ordinary  of  the 
prison  took  great  pain*  to  inspire 
him  with  a  just  sense  of  his  duty 
towards  his  Creator.    Though  he 
was  distressed  for  ail  the  necessaries 
of  life  during  the  greatest  part  of 
his  confinement,  his  daughter-in- 
law,  who  had  taken  possession  of 
hb  house  and   effects,    neglected 
either  to  ? bit  him,  or  afford  him  any 
kind  of  assbtance ;  and  he  was  fio- 
lently  enraged  against  the  young- 
woman    on   account   of   thiii   be- 
haviour. Joines  suffered  along  with 
Thomas  Barkwith,  Dec.  21,  1730. 
The  fate  of  this  malefactor  and 
his  wife  affords  a  striking  lesson  to 
teach  the  necessity  of  avoiding  fa« 
mily  dissensions,  from  which  the 
most  terrible  effects  are  frequent* 
ly  known   to  arise.     Mrs.  Joines 
was  a  woman  of  violent  passions, 
w\i\c\\,    msteaid    of   endeavouring 
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to  carb,  tbeindolited  to  the  otmo»t  momentary  danger  from  her  hoi* 

eKtravagaoce,  Ihongh  *he  could  not  band,  »haienatDra)  ferocity  of  diu 

be  ignorant  (hat  during   hor   pa-  poiilion  ihe  iocrcased  bj  perpetnal 

roiyimt  of   nge  h«r  life  wai  in  ill  ireatment. 


Lt/mpiu  tuppint  At  Fatt-Biy  m  tkt  HI^Baay. 


THOMAS  LYHPUS, 

EXECUTEO  rOH  BOBBIDO  TUX 

Fkok  lerfing  lome  jean  at  a 
naueoger  to  the  General  PoiU 
office,  Ibi*  man  formed  the  dan- 
geroui  reaolutiun  of  robbing  the 
maili.  At  this  time  the  Tait  pro- 
perfy  in  drculation  by  meani  of 
the  pott  wai  not,  at  at  present,  le. 
cnrad  from  being  plnndered  by  any 


evening,  at  the  end  of  Sonning 
Lane,  two  niilei  north  of  Reading, 
in  Berkihire. 

For  the  apprehension  of  the  rob. 
her  Ihe  [loitmatter- general  offered 
a  reward  of  two  hundred  poanda, 
oTor  and  aboie  (he  (um  allowed 
by  act  of  parliament  for  appre- 
luking  thief  npon  the  road.  Since  bending  big  hw  ay  nen ;  or,  if  any  ac- 
(he  adoptioo  of  Hr.  Palmer'a  plan  complice  in  the  liU  robbery  ihould 
of  Mg^ationr  it  li  nearly  an  im-  makan  ducoTeryof  (hepenon  who 
pwriMity  to  rob  the  mail.  committed  the  fact,  luch  accom plica 

On  the  list  of  February,  17S8,  should  be  entitled  to  the  reward  of 
(hii.publie  plunderer  began  hii  de.  two  hundred  ponndt,  and  alto  r^ 
pradatioDi  hy  stopping  (ha  pott-  ceire  hit  majeaty's  most  gracioiu. 
bi^bringlng  Ihe  Bath  and  Briilol  pardon.  The  advertiaement  ds. 
milaf  about  leven  o'clock  In  (be  scribed  the  robbar  to  ba  «  Middle. 
TOi„  I,  is 
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sised  man,  wearing  a  great  riding- 
coaty  with  a  white  Telfet  or  pliuli 
cape. 

No  sooner  had  Ljmpui  rifled 
the  bags  of  their  most  faluable 
contents  than  he  determined  upon 
attempting  to  make  his  escape  to 
France.  For  this  purpose  he  hast, 
encd  to  the  nearest  sea-port^  and 
actually  landed  there,  but  not  be. 
fore  the  officers  of  justice  got  in- 
formation of  his  flight.  They  pur. 
sued  him  to  France,  and  demanded 
him  to  be  dellTered  up  to  them  as  a 
national  robber ;  but,  flying  to  the 
sanctuary  of  the  church,  and  de. 
daring  himself  a  Roman  Catholic, 
he  roceired  protection,  and  for 
a  while  e? aded  the  offended  laws  of 
his  own  country. 

There  is  often  to  bo  found  in 
such  as  fly  for  a  heinous  crime, 
after  some  time  passed  abroad  in 
safety,  a  desire  to  return,  which  in 
raio  they  struggle  to  suppress.   In- 
stances of  this  nature  present  them, 
self  es,  whrre,  after  many  years  have 
expired   since   the  commission   of 
their  crime,   men   have  returned, 
and  either  surrendered,  or  placed 
themseJTCS  so  as  to  favour  their  ap- 
prehension ;    which   would    really 
seem  as  though  their  minds  would 
not  permit  them  any  |)eace  in  this 
world.     So  it  was,  in  some  mea- 
sure, with  the  malefactor  now  re- 
corded,  who  could  not  rest  with 
his  booty  in  France,  but  returned 
in  a  short  time  for  farther  plunder, 
and  immediately  committed  another 
mail  robbery,  for  which  he  was  ap. 
prehended  and  brought  to  trial. 

It  appeared,  by  the  eridence  of 
the  post-boy,  that  be  was  stopped 
between  the  towns  of  Crewkherne 
and  Sherborne  by  the  prisoner,  on 
horseback,  who  compelled  him  to 
dismount,  then  bonnd  him  hand  and 
foot,  and  rode  off*  with  the  mail, 
contaiaiag  tweoty.four  bags,  from 


Having  taken  out  the  bank-note 
he  again  contemplated  an  escape  Id 
France,  and  for  that  purpose  ones 
more  embarked;    bat  the  wiads 
were  no  longer  propitious  to  lui 
hopes,   for  the  vessel  was  dritea 
back,  and  obliged  to  put  into  Dart> 
mouth.      Here  he  offered  one  of 
the  stolen  notes  in  payment,  which 
being  endorsed  by  one  Follet,  of 
Topsham,  as  described  in  the  ac- 
count of  the  robbery,  he  was  sus- 
pected of  being  the  robber.    Ap- 
prehending himself  to  be  in  danger* 
he  immediately  decamped,  and  was 
making  the  best  of  his  way  towards 
Kingsbridge,  but  was  panaedby 
seven  men,  who  took  hfaR  «  a 
warrant  being  granted  for  that  par- 
pose.    He  was  coavictcd.of  tUs 
robbery,  and,  after  mnch  cqatro- 
cation,  confessed,  since  seatflBce  of 
death,   having  robbed  the  Bristol 
mail  a  little  more  than  a  year  ba- 
fore,  and  impeached  one  Pfttrieki  a 
dealer  in  hops,  as  his  accomplice. 

He  was  executed  on  the  top  if 
Dunkit  Hill,  within  a  miia  of 
Wells,  in  Somersetshire,  Sept  21, 
1739,  and  affected  to  die  profen. 
ing  the  religion  he  had  adopted  in 
France. 

The  security  now  given  to  our 
mail-coaches  rendering  an  open  at- 
tempt on  them  impracticable,  nnless 
sustained  by  a  whole  band  of  rab* 
hers,  recourse  has  been  frcqueafly 
had  to  artifice  in  order  to  get  poi* 
session  of  the  mail.  Oneoftheia 
tricks  was  thus  played  off  with 
success. 

It  was  customary  to  deposit  the 
mail.bags  at  a  private  house  in 
Castle  Street,  Reading,  near  to 
which  the  horses  belonging  to  tha 
mail  were  changed.  The  guard  aa« 
uounced  the  approach  of  the  mail  to 
the  inn  by  sounding  his  horn,  and, 
whilst  the  horses  were  putting  to, 
he  went  to  the  receiviog-honse  to 
exchan^^  Ua  bafk     A  hom  wia 
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•omded  hi  the  ttree^  quite  lata  i« 
the  eT6»ing  of  the  ^th  of  Janoarj, 
I8O69  and  soon  after  a  aMa  called 
for  the  downward  bag,  which  was 
delifered  to  hioi,  as  usual,  oat  of  a 
window,  and  in  return  for  wkiob 


ke  gate  a  bag,  whlclb  wa6  afteri. 
wards  found  to  contain  shaTings. 
The  robbery  was  discorered  toon 
after  by  the  arrival  of  the  nndl,  but 
not  till  the  TUlaini  had  eflbeted 
their  escape 


THOMAS  BARKWITH, 

BZECirrBD  V0»  HIS  FIRM  EOBBSnY. 

This  unfortanate  young  gentle-    acquaintance,  on  the  score  of  Us 


man  was  the  descendant  of  a  re- 
spectable family  in  the  Isle  of  Ely. 
At  a  very  early  period  of  life  he 
was  observed  to  possess  a  strength 
of  understanding  greatly  beyond 
what  could  be  expected  at  his  years, 
and  his  father  was  determined  to  add 
to  these  gifts  of  nature  the  advan- 
tages of  a  libera!  education;  nor 
was  the  necessary  attention  omitted 
to  impress  upon  hit  mind  a  just 
idea  of  the  principles  of  religion, 
and  the  absolute  neceesity  of  prac- 
tical virtue. 

Before  young^  Baricwitb  arrived 
at  his  fourteen tfi  year  he  had  ob- 
tained a  great  proficiency  in  the 
Greek,  Latin,  French,  and  Italhin 
hingmiges ;  and  afforded  indisputa- 
ble proof  of  the  depth  of  hb  pene- 
tration and   the  brilliancy  of  his 


mental  powers  and  persona!  quali- 
fications ;  and  he  was  dissuaded  by 
his  friends  from  returning  into  the 
country,  it  being  their  unanimons 
opinion  that  London  was,  of  all 
others,  the  place  where  opporfn- 
nfties  would  be  most  likely  to  occur 
which  the  youth  might  improve  to 
the  advancement  of  his  fortune. 

A  short  time  after  his  arrival  in 
the  metropolis  he  procured  a  re- 
commendation to  a  Master  in  Chan- 
cery of  high  reputation  and  exten- 
sive practice;  and  this  gentleman 
apppfnted  him  to  the  superintend- 
ence of  that  department  of  his  busi* 
ness  which  related  to  money  mat- 
ters. In  thia  office  he  acquitted 
himself  entirely  to  the  satisfaction 
of  hb  employer,  who  considered 
him  as  a  youth  in  whom  he  might 


fancy  in  tile  production  of  a  variety    safely  repose  an  unlimited  confi« 
of  poetical  and  prose  essays.     His    dence.    He  possessed  the  partlcn- 


figure  was  pleasing,  and  improved 
by  a  graceful  deportment ;  his  man- 
ner of  address  was  insinuating,  and 
he  exeefled  in  the  art  of  conversa- 


hir  esteem  of  all  those  who  had  the 
happiness  of  his  acquaintance ;  and 
It  was  their  common  opinion  that 
his  fine  talents,  and  great  capacity 


tion.  It  will  then  naturally  be  for  business,  could  not  fait  to  in- 
imsgined  that  these  qualifications,  troduce  him  to  some  consideraUe 
added  to  hb  extensive  knowledge    station  in  lifc. 


in  the  sereral  branches  of  polite 
literature,  could  not  fafl  to  render 
him  an  object  of  esteem  and  ad* 
miration. 

Soon  after  he  bad  passed  hh  four- 
teenth year  he  received  an  invita- 
lion  to  visit  an  aunt  residing  in  the 
ikietropoKs.  He  had  not  been  many 
days  at  thU  lady's  house  before 
he  became  equidly  conspicuouii 
throughout  the  whole  drde  of  hn 


The  gentleman  In  whosojerviee 
Barkwith  had  engaged  beteg  nnder 
the  necessity  of  going  into  Wales 
on  some  business  respecting  aa 
estate  there,  he  commbsioned  Bark* 
with  to  re^ve  the  rents  of  a  nam* 
her  of  houses  in  London. 

In  the  neighborhood  of  the  soli* 
citor  lived  a  young  lady  of  whom 
Barkwith  had  for  some  time  beoA 
passionately  enamoured;  and^  iau 
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medUtcIy  tipoQ  the  depirture  of  the  jielded  to  (he  dictetes  of  pradaOf 

former  for  Wales,  he  determined  to  and   refoWed  to  employ  him  it 

a? ail  himself  of  the  first  opportunitj  longer :  but^  having  dismisicd  In 

of  making  a  declaration  of  honor,  from  his  ser? ice,  he  omitted  no  op- 

ablt  lo?e.  portonity  of  showing  him  iastaam 

Though  the  jonng  ladj  did  not  of  kindness  and  respect;  andgs- 

mcan  to  unite  herself  in  marriage  nerously   used  his  eDdcaToors  It 

with  Mr.  Barkwith,  yet  she  en.  render  him  offices  of  frioidsUpi 

cou raged  his  addresses  ;  and  to  this  and  promote  his  interest  oa  cfciy 

distngenuoui  conduct  may  be  attri-  ocra^ion  that  offered, 
buted  the  fatal  referse  of  his  for-        Barkwith  now  hired  chtsiberSyia 

tune,  from  the  most  flattering  pros,  order  to  triinsact  law  busiacssoa  Ui 

pact  of   acquiring    a    respectable  own  account;  but,  as  he  had  net  bcca 

situation  In  the  world  to  the  dread,  admitted  an  attorney,  he  wis  aiiff 

ful  consummation  of  suffering  an  the  necessity  of  acting  aader  tks 

ignominious  di-ath  at  Tyburn.  sanction  of  another  person's  wmti 

So  entirely  was  hit  attention  en.  whence  it  may  be  condnded  thsfc 

grossed  by  the  object  of  hisi  lore,  his  practice  was  uotieryeiteam. 

that  his  master*s  most  important  lie  might,  howerer,  fay  a  pi«P* 

business  was  wholly  neglected ;  and  attention  to  business,  and  a  moie- 

he  appeared  to  hare  no  object  in  rate  economy  in  his  ezpeues,  hife 

view  but  that  of  ingratiating  him-  retriered  his  affairs  in  a  short  Imm  ; 

self  into  the  esteem  of  his  mistress  ;  but,  unhappily,  hu  iaterooaisc  with 

to  gratify  whose  extravagance  and  the  young  lady  in  qaestion  wtt 

Tanity    he    engaged    in    expenses  still  continued;    and  he  them^t 

greatly  dis proportioned  to  his*  in.  no  sacrifice    too   great  for  coa- 

come,  by  making  her  valuable  pre.  vincing  her  of  the  aidoac  of  lis 

seats,  and  accompanying  her  to  the  affection. 

theatres^  balls,  assemblies  and  other        He  had  resided  at  hii  cfcaabers 

places  of  public  entertainment    In  about  six    months,   when,  being 

short,  he  was  continually  proposing  arrested  for  a  considerable  sum,  he     I       ^< 

parties  of  pleasure ;  and  she  had  too  put  in   bail   to  the  actioa ;  aad,     I       P|| 

little  discretion  to  reject  such  in.  though  he  paid  the  money  befors     '       ^ 

vitations  as  flattered  the  IcTity  of  the   writ  became   retamahle,  his 

hrr  disposition,  and  yieldi*d  satis,  credit   reccired  a    terrible   shodL 

faction  to  her  immoderate  fonduiss  from  the  news  of  his  late  asiste- 

for  scenes  of  gaitiy.  tune   being  circulated  among  Ui 

Upon  the  return  of  the  solicitor  creditors,  vhu  had  not  hitherto  ca- 

he  fonnd  the  affairs  which  he  bad  tertained  the  least  suspicion  of  hii 

intrusted   to  Barkwiih   in  a  Terr  being  under  pecnniaiy  dificnltics: 

oabonassed  situation ;   and,  upon  but  they  now  became cxticmdyim*      '       'is 

seaicbing  into  the    cause  uf  this  portunatc  tor  him  immediately  to     |      ^ol 

nnexpccied  and  alarming  circum.  discharge  their  seieral  demands  ^ 

sunce«  it  was  discorered  that  the         Thus  distressed,  he  madeappfi^     \      <ti 

infatuated  youth  bad  embexxled  a  cstion  to  the  persons  whom  he  con*      I 

considerable  sum.   The  gentleman,  sidercd  as  his  most  valoable  friends :      |      Qp. 

having  made  a  particular  inquiry  but  his  hopes  were  disappoialfld,      \      ^ 

into  the  conduct  of  Barkwitb,  re.  all  beobuinedamoantingtoamcfS      I      oi. 

oeived  such  intelligence  as  left  but  trifle  ;   aad  what  was  paiticalariy      |      t\ 

;if lie  hopes  of  his  reformation ;  and  anordfyiog  to  him  was  tho  icpalM     *      M 

th€rcfon  ho,    though  re\ucunl\y*  Va  mn  wV3^  tram  aewenl  on  whom     j     ptn 
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lie  had  conferred  contiderftble  obli- 
gmtions. 

His  neceuitiet  were  to  pretsiog 
as  to  drife  him  almost  to  despera- 
tion :  but  it  most  be  obser? ed  that 
his  greatest  distress  vas  occasioned 
by  the  reflection  that  he  was  no 
longer  in  a  ca|)aci(y  io  indulge  his 
mistress  in  that  perpetual  succession 
of  pleasurable  amusements  to  which 
she  had  been  so  long  familiarised. 
The  idea  that  po? erty  would  render 
him  contemptible  in  the  opinion  of 
his  acquaintance,  and  that  he  fihonid 
be  no  longer  able  to  gratify  the  in- 
clinations of  the  object  on  whom 
his  warmest  affections  were  fixed, 
was  too  mortifying  for  the  pride  of 
Barkwtth  to  endure;  and  therefore 
he  determined  apon  a  desperate  ex- 
pedient, by  which  he  vainly  ima« 
ginod  that  he  should  be  enabled  to 
provide  for  some  pressing  exigeii. 
des,  flattering  himself  that,  before 
his  expected  temporary  supply 
would  be  exhausted,  a  favorable 
turn  would  take  place  in  his  affairs, 
and  remove  every  incitement  to  a 
repetition  of  guilt. 

Bark  with  took  horse  on  the 
Homing  of  the  13th  of  November, 
pretending  that  he  was  going  to 
Denhan,  in  Buckinghamshire,  in 
order  to  transact  some  important 
businea  in  relation  to  an  estate 
which  was  to  devolve  to  a  young 
lady,  then  in  her  minority.  It  is 
not  now  known  whether  he  went  to 
Denham ;  but,  about  four  o'clock 
io  the  afternoon,  he  stopped  a  car- 
riage upon  Uounslow  Heath,  and 
robbed  a  gentleman  who  was  in  It 
of  a  sum  in  silver  not  amounting  to 
twenty  shillings. 

In  a  short  time  a  horseman  came 
up,  whopi  the  coachman  informed 
that  his  master  had  been  robbed  by 
Barkwith,  who  was  yet  in  sight 
The  horseman  immediately  rode  to 
aa  adjacent  farm-house,  where  he 
procured  pistolS|  and  pertnaded  a 


person  to  accompany  him  in  search 
of  the  highwayman,  whom,  in  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  they  over- 
took, being  separated  from  hitn 
only  by  a  hedge.  The  gentleman 
now,  pointingapbtol  at  Barkwith, 
said  if  he  did  not  surrender  be 
would  instantly  shoot  him ;  upon 
which  the  robber  urged  his  horse  to 
thecreature's  utmostspeed,  and  con- 
tinned  to  gain  so  much  ground >  that 
he  would  have  escaped,  had  he  not 
alighted  to  recover  his  hat,  which 
had  blown  off:  he  regained  4bu 
saddle ;  but,  soon  observing  that  the 
delay  occasioned  by  diNmomifiiig 
had  enabled  his  pursuer^i  nearly  to 
overtake  him,  he  again  quitted  his 
horse,  hoping  to  elude  them  by 
crossing  the  fields. 

In  order  to  facilitate  his  escape, 
he  disencumbered  himself  of  hn 
great  coat;  but  this  circnmstanee 
raising  the  suspicion  of  some  la- 
bouring people  near  the  spot,  they 
advanced  to  secure  him,  when  he 
snapped  two  pbtols  at  them ;  nei- 
ther was  loaded,  but  he  thought 
the  sight  of  fire-arms  might  per- 
haps deter  the  conntrymeo  frbm 
continuing  their  pursuit  His  spirits 
being  violently  agitated,  hbstrength 
nearly  exhausted,  and  there  appear- 
ing but  little  probability  of  effecting 
an  escape,  he  at  length  surrendered, 
saying  to  the  people  who  sornnnid* 
ed  him  that  he  was  a  gentleman 
heavily  oppressed  with  misfortnnes, 
and  supplicating  in  the  most  pa- 
thetic terms  that  they  would  favour 
his  escape;  but  his  entreaties  had 
no  effect 

He  was  property  secured  during 
that  night,  and  the  next  morning 
conducted  before  a  magistrate  for 
examination.  He  was  ordered  to 
l^ndon,  where  he  was  re-exarolncd. 
and  then  committed  to  Newgate. 

He  was  tried  at  the  ensuing 
sions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  c 
denned  to  suffer  deatlu    . 
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TCOMinad  ia  Newgale  1m  coadacted 
bimidf  ia  a  nuumer  perfectly  coo- 
liftcnt  with  hit  uDheppy  drciim. 
stances:  hii aDprMuming and qoiet 
behationr  leoered  htm  from  tlM;  in- 
soltf  of  his  feUow.prisooen ;  and 
upon  socfa  of  them  as  were  not 
absoltttely  calloas  to  the  stings  of 
conscience  the  sincerity  of  his  re- 
pentance had  a  faTorable  efiect. 

He  was  conTcyed  to  Tybnm  on 
the  21st  of  December,  1730.  He 
prayed  to  Almighty  God  with  great 
xerrency,  and  nhorted  yonng 
people  carefnlly  to  a?  oid  engaging 
in  expenses  disproportioned  to  their 
incomes ;  saying  that  the  perpetra- 
tor  of  Tillainy,  howeTer  successful, 
was  contlnnsJIy  in  a  state  of  Insup. 
portable  misery,  through  the  silent 
npbraidiags  of  an  internal  monitor ; 
and  that,  though  justice  might  be 
for  a  time  eluded,  imagination  net er 
failed  to  anticipate  all  the  horrors 
attendant  on  public  ignominy  and  a 
Tiolcnt  death. 

A  false  pride  seems  to  have  been 
the  distioguifbing  characteristic  of 
the  unhappy  youth  who  is  the  iub-> 
ject  of  the  abore  narratiTe.  He 
could  not  condescend  to  abridge 
%ii  usual  expenses,  lest  his  mistress 
should  suspect  his  liberality.  Had 
he  candidly  explained  to  her  the 
state  of  hii  affairs,  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  she  would  hare  de- 
clined the  expectation  of  being  in- 
dulged in  expensive  amusements  t 
but,  hful  she  persisted  in  her  unrea. 
sonablo  desires,  he  would  hate  been 
relieTcd  from  the  infatuation  of  an 
Ill-placed  affection ;  for  he  was  a 
man  of  too  much  discernment  to  re. 
main  the  dupe  of  a  woman  aTOwedly 
acting  from  mercenary  principles, 
and  coniequently  destitute  of  those 
sentiments  of  tenderness  and  deli- 
cacy which  are  inseparable  from  real 
loTe — a  passion  that  cannot  exist  in- 
dependent of  an  anxious  solicitude 
for  the  happlf^tffi  of  itf  ol^fot* 


It  is  to  be  lameatod  that,  whai 
we  hare  once  entered  the  pathef 
Tioe,  something  ia  o«r  nature  im- 
pels us  to  go  forward  with  a  force 
that,  to  be  soooessfuUy  oppose!, 
requires  an  uncommon  effort  of  rs- 
solution.  Doctor  Goldsmith  says, 
^  That  single  effort,  by  whi^  we 
stop  short  in  the  down-hill  path  to 
peiditlon.  Is  itself  a  greater  exer- 
tion of  Tirtne  than  a  hundred  ads 
of  justice*' 

Let  not  the  most  flatteriag  pros- 
pect of  present  confentsaos  ttmpt 
us  to  haxard  the  slightest  impatatien 
on  our  integrity;  for,  hf  fasii- 
liarity,  the  iSdeons  aspect  of  Viee 
will  cease  to  be  diigasliag.  HVho 
can  listen  to  her  dictates,  and  with 
safety  say,  <  So  far  will  I  go,  and 
no  farther  ?' 

We  here  take  the  liberty  ef  ap. 
prizing  the  younger  part  ef  oar 
female  readers  of  the  terrible  con- 
sequences that  may  ensue  from  en- 
conraging  extrataganoe  in  yoath  of 
the  other  sex.  During  the  tinse  of 
courtship  the  lady  eipects  to  be 
occasionally  complimented  with  pre- 
sen  is,  and  to  partake  of  tbeihshion. 
able  amusements.  If  her  lorer  is 
in  a  dependent  situatioB,  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  she  should  exercise  the 
Tirtue  of  self-denial,  by  rejecting 
his  inritations,  if  there  appears  the. 
least  ground  for  an  apprehension 
fliat  a  compliance  would  iacursa 
expense  too  considerable  for  bis 
income  to  afford.  Almost  erery 
consideration  must  of  necessity  jleid 
to  the  pleasing  task  of  contributing 
to  the  satisfaction  of  an  admired 
object  Pride  will  seldom  permit 
us  to  acknowledge  porerty ;  and| 
rather  than  labour  under  the  sus- 
picion of  ararice,  the  sejerily  of 
virtue  may  relax,  and  a  generous 
mind  may,  by  the  Tiolenoe  of  pas- 
sion, be  precipitated  beyond  the 
bounds  of  discretion,  and  InTolred 
in  irretiioTable  destmction. 
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MARY  YOUNG,  alias  JENNY  DIVER, 

EXECUTED  FOK  STRUT  ROBBERY. 


We  cannot  espect  to  present  to 
our  readers  a  character  more  skilled 
in  the  yarious  arts  of  imposition 
and  robbery  than  that  of  Mary 
Young.  Her  depredations,  cxe. 
cated  with  the  courage  of  a  man 
and  the  softer  deceptions  of  an  art. 
ful  female,  surpass  any  thing  which 
we  haye  as  yet  come  to,  in  our  re- 
searches into  crimes  and  puniih- 
men  ts. 

Mary  Young  was  bom  in  the 
north  of  Ireland :  her  parents  were 
10  indigent  circumstances ;  and  they 
dying  while  she  was  in  a  state  of 
infancy,  she  had  no*  recollection  of 
them. 

At  about  ten  'years  of  age  she 
was  taken  into  the  family  of  an 
ancient  gentlewoman,  who  had 
known  her  father  and  mother,  and 
who  caused  her  to  be  instructed  in 
reading,  writing,  and  needle,  work ; 
and  in  the  latter  she  attained  to  a 
proficiency  nnusual  to  girls  of  her 
age. 

Soon  after  she  had  arrif  ed  at  her 
fifteenth  yiiar,  a  young  man,  ser- 
Tant  to  a  gentleman  who  lired  in 
the  same  neighborhood,  made  pre. 
tensions  of  lofe  to  her;  but  the 
old  lady,  being  apprized  of  his 
Tiews,, declared  that  she  would  not 
consent  to  their  marriage,  and  po. 
sitively  forbade  him  to  repeat  his 
Yisits  at  her  house. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  care 
and  tenderness  with  which  she  was 
treated,  Mary  formed  the  resolu. 
tion  of  deserting  her  generous  be. 
nefactor,  and  of  directing  her  course 
towards  the  metropolis  of  England  j 
and  the  only  obstacle  to  this  design 
was  the  want  of  money  for  her 
support  till  she  could  follow  some 
honest  means  of  earning  a  sub- 
sistence. 

8he  had  no  stroog  prepossession 


in  fafour  of  the  young  man  who 
had  made  a  declaration  of  Ioto  to 
her ;  but,  determining  to  make  his 
passion  subservient  to  the  purpose 
she  had  conceived,  promised  to 
marry  him  on  condition  of  his 
taking  her  io  London.  He  joy. 
fully  embraced  this  proposal,  and 
immediately  engaged  (or  a  passage 
in  a  vessel  bound  for  Liverpool. 

A  short  time  before  the  vessel  was 
to  sail  the  young  man  robbed  his 
master  of  a  gold  wntch  and  eighty 
guineas,  and  then  joined  the  com. 
panion  of  his  flight,  who  was  al. 
ready  on  board  the  ship,  vainly 
imagining  that  hu  infamously  ac 
quired  booty  would  contribute  to 
the  happiness  he  should  enjoy  wi  Ik 
his  expected  bride.  The  ship  nx* 
rifed  at  the  destined  port  in  two 
days;  and  Mary  being  indisposed 
in  consequence  of  her  voyage,  her 
companion  hired  a  lodging  in  the 
least  frequented  part  of  the  town, 
where  they  lived  a  short  time  in  the 
character  of  man  and  wife,  but 
avoiding  all  intercourse  with  their 
neighbours,  the  man  being  appre^ 
hensivc  that  measures  would  be 
pursued  for  rendering  him  amenable 
to  justice. 

Mary  being  restored  to  health, 
they  agreed  for  a  passage  in  a 
waggon  that  was  to  set  out  for 
London  in  a  few  days.  On  the 
day  preceding  that  fixed  for  theif 
departure  they  accidentally  called 
at  a  public  house,  and  the  man 
being  observed  by  a  messenger  dis. 
patched  in  pursuit  of  him  from  Ire. 
land,  he  was  immediately  taken 
into  custody.  Mary,  who,  a  few 
hours  before  his  apprehension,  had 
received  ten  guineas  from  him,  vo- 
luntarily accompanied  him  to  tho 
mayor's  house^  where  he  acknow. 
ledged  himself  guilty  of  the  crima 
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allied  agaiiMC  khn,  Imft  vitlKMift 
fifing  the  least  intimatioo  ihMt  the 
wai  an  acretktrjr  in  hU  guilt,  fie 
being  oommittcd  fo  prison,  Marj 
tent  bioi  all  bit  dothet ,  and  part  of 
the  monej  fbe  liaJ  received  from 
lllfli,  aod  the  neit  daj  took  her 

?face  In  the  waggon  for  London, 
n  a  short  tiaie  her  companion  was 
tent  to  Ireland,  where  he  was  tried, 
and  condemned  to  toffer  death ; 
bnt  his  sentence  was  changed  to 
that  of  transportation. 

Soon  after  her  arrival  in  IxMidon 
Marj  contracted  an  acqaaintance 
with  one  of  her  countrywomen, 
named  Anne  Marphjr,  bj  whom 
•ha  was  Invited  to  partake  of  a 
lodging  In  Long  Acre.  Here  she 
endeavored  to  obtain  a  livelihood 
by  her  needle ;  bnt,  not  being  able 
to  procure  sufficient  employment. 
In  a  little  time  her  situation  became 
truly  deplorable. 

Murphy  intimated  to  her  that 
she  could  introduce  her  to  a  mode 
of  life  that  would  prove  exceedingly 
lucrative;  adding,  that  the  most 
profound  secrecy  was  required. 
The  other  expressed  an  aniious 
desire  of  learning  the  means  of  ex- 
tricating herself  from  the  difllicuUieji 
under  which  she  labored,  and  made 
a  solemn  declaration  that  Hhe  would 
never  divulge  what  Murphy  should 
communicate*  In  the  evening, 
Murphy  introduced  her  to  a  num- 
ber of  men  and  women,  assembled 
in  a  kind  of  club,  near  St.  Giles's. 
These  people  gained  thrir  li^iqg  by 
cutting  off  women's  pockets,  and 
f tcaling  watches,  ftc.  from  men,  in 
the  avenues  of  the  theatres,  and  at 
other  placet  of  public  resort ;  and, 
on  the  recommendation  of  Murphy, 
they  admitted  Mary  a  member  of 
the  society. 

After  Mary's  admbsion  they  dis- 
persed, in  order  to  punne  their 
illegal  occupation;  and  the  booty 
obtained  tbut  flight  consisted   of 


eighty  poandt  in  cash,  and  a  vala- 
able  gold  watch.  As  Mary  was 
not  yet  acquainted  with  the  art  ef 
thieving,  she  was  not  admitted  te 
an  equal  »hare  of  the  night*s  pra- 
duce ;  but  it  was  agreed  that  she 
should  have  ten  guineas.  She  now 
regularlj  applied  two  hours  every 
day  in  qualifying  herself  for  an  ei. 
pert  thief,  by  attending  to  the  la- 
ttructioni  of  experienced  practi- 
tioners ;  and,  in  a  short  tiaie,  she 
was  distinguished  as  the  most  Inge- 
nious  and  successful  adventareref 
the  whole  gang. 

A  young  fellow  of  genteel  ap- 
pearance, who  was  a  member  ef 
the  club,  was  singled  out  by  Mary 
as  the  partner  of  her  bed  ;  and  tbqr 
cohabited  for  a  considerable  tine  as 
husband  and  wifel 

In  a  few  months  our  heroine  be- 
came so  expert  In  her  professhw  as 
to  acquire  great  consequence  aaMag 
her  associates,  who,  as  we  con- 
ceive, distinguished  her  by  the  ap* 
pellation  of  Jenny  Diver  on  ac- 
count of  her  remarkable  dexterity; 
and  by  that  name  we  shall  call  her 
in  the  succeeding  pages  of  this  nar- 
rative. 

Jenny,  accompanied  by  one  of 
her  female  accomplices,  joined  the 
crowd  at  the  entrance  of  a  place  of 
worship  in  the  Old  Jewry,  where  a 
popular  divine  was  to  preach,  and, 
observing  a  young  gentleman  with 
a  diamond  ring  on  his  finger,  she 
held  out  her  hand,  which  he  kindly 
received  in  order  to  assist  her:  at 
this  juncture  she  contrived  to  get 
possession  of  the  ring  without  this 
knowledge  of  the  owner;  aflsr 
which  she  slipped  behind  her  com* 
panion,  and  heard  the  gentlemia 
say,  that,  as  there  was  no  proba- 
bility of  gaining  admittance,  he 
would  return.  Upon  hii  leafing 
the  meeting  he  miised  hb  ring,  and 
mentioned  his  lots  to  the  peisoai 
ivbo  iiet«  vmx  Un,  adding  thai  he 
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suspected  it  to  be  stolen  bj  a  womao 
whom  be  had  endeaTored  to  assist 
in  the  crowd  ;  but,  as  the  thief  was 
unknown,  she  escaped. 

The  abofe  robberjr  was  consi. 
dered  as  sach  an  estraordinarj 
proof  of  Jenny's  sufierior  address, 
that  her  associates  determined  to 
allow  her  an  equal  share  of  all  their 
booties,  even  though  she  was  not 
present  when  they  were  obtained. 

In  a  short  time  after  the  abOTe 
exploit  she  procured  a  pair  of  false 
hands  and  arms  to  be  made,  and 
concealed  her  real  ones  under  her 
clothes ;  she  then,  putting  some- 
thing beneath  her  stays  to  make 
herself  appear  as  if  in  a  state  of 
pregnancy,  repaired  on  a  Sunday 
evening  to  the  place  of  worship 
above  mentioned  in  a  sedan  chair, 
one  of  the  gang  going  before  to  pro- 
cure a  scat  among  the  genteeler  part 
of  the  congregation,  and  another 
attending  in  the  character  of  a  foot- 
man. 

Jenny  being  seated  between  two 
elderly  ladies,  each  of  whom  had  a 
gold  watch  by  her  side,  she  con. 
ducted  herself  with  great  seeming 
devotion;  but,  the  service  being 
nearly  concluded,  she  seized  the  op- 
portunity, when  the  ladiei  were 
standing  up,  of  stealing  their 
watches,  which  she  deliver^  to  an 
accomplice  in  an  adjoining  pew. 
The  devotions  being  ended,  the  con- 
gregation were  preparing  to  depart, 
when  the  ladies  discovered  their 
loss,  and  a  violent  clamour  ensued. 
One  of  the  injured  parties  excltim. 
ed  *That  ker  watch  must  have 
been  taken  either  by  the  devil  or 
the  pregnant  wonum  i'  on  which 
the  other  saidt  *  She  could  vindicate 
the  pregnaot  lady,  whose  hands  she 
was  snre  had  not  lieen  removed  from 
her  lap  during  the  whole  tint  of  tier 
being  in  tiie  pew.' 

Flushed  with  the  sucben  of  iht 
above  adventure^  our  hetoioe  de» 


termined  to  pursue  her  good  for« 
tune  ;  and,  as  another  sermon  was 
to  be  preached  the  same  evenin|(, 
she  adjourned  to  an  adjacent  public 
house,  where,  without  either  pain 
or  difficulty,  she  soon  reduced  th6 
protuberance  of  her  waistband,  hat. 
ing  entirely  changed  her  dress,  she 
returned  to  the  meeting,  where  she 
had  not  remained  long  l>efore  she 
picked  a  gentleman's  pocket  of  A 
gold  watch,  with  which  she  escaped 
unsuspected.' 

Her  accomplices  also  were  indus. 
trious  and  successful ;  for,  on  a  di- 
vision of  the  booty  obtained  this 
evening,  they  each  received  thirty 
guineas.  Jenny  had  now  obtained 
an  ascendency  over  the  whole  gang, 
who,  conscious  of  her  superior  skill 
In  the  arts  of  thieving,  came  to  a 
resolution  of  yielding  an  exact  obe- 
dience to  her  directions. 

Jenny  again  assumed  the  appear^ 
ance  of  a  pregnant  woman,  and,  at- 
tended by  an  accomplice  as  a  foot* 
man,  went  towards  St  Jamet*i 
Park  on  a  day  when  the  king  was 
going  to  the  House  of  Lot'ds  ;  and, 
there  being  a  great  nun1>er  of  per- 
sons between  the  Park  and  Spring 
Gardens,  she  purposely  slipped 
down,  and  was  Instantly  surrounded 
by  many  of  both  sexes,  who  were 
emulous  to  afford  her  assistance; 
but,  affecting  to  be  in  violent  paiui 
she  intimated  to  them  that  she  was 
desirous  of  remaining  on  tlie  ground 
till  she  should  be  somewhat  recovers 
ed.  As  she  expected,  the  crowd  in- 
creased, and  her  pretended  foot, 
man,  and  a  female  accomplice,  were 
so  industrious  as  to  obtain  two  dia. 
mond  girdle-buckles,  a  gold  watdi^ 
a  goki  snuff-box,  and  two  puraet, 
containing  together  upwards  of 
for^  guineas. 

The  girdle-buckles,  watch,  and 
snuff-box,  were  tlie  following  dajf 
advertised,  a  considerable  rewaid 
was  offered,  and  a  proaiise  gitesi 
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that  no  quel tiont  f  houUI  be  aakad 
.the  party  who  ibould  restore  the 
property.  Anne  Marphy  ofiered 
to  Gvry  the  thingt  to  the  place 
mentioned  in  the  adfertisement, 
ttkjlng  the  reward  offered  exceeded 
what  they  would  produce  by  sale : 
bat  to  this  Jenny  objected,  obsenr. 
lug  that  she  might  be  traced,  and 
the  aasodation  utterly  ruined.  She 
called  a  meeting  of  the  whole  gang, 
and  informed  them  that  she  was  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  more  pru. 
deot  to  sell  the  things,  cTen  at  one 
half  of  their  real  i aluc,  than  to  re. 
tarn  them  to  the  owners  for  the 
sake  of  the  reward ;  as,  if  they  pur. 
aned  the  latter  measure,  they  would 
subject  themselfes  to  great  haxaitl 
of  being  apprehended.  Her  asso- 
ciates coincided  entirely  in  Jenny's 
seatlments,  and  the  property  was 
taken  to  Dnke's  Place,  and  there 
sold  to  a  Jew. 

Two  of  the  gang  being  confined 
to  their  lodgings  by  illness,  Jenny, 
and  the  man  with  whom  she  cohabit- 
ed, generally  went  in  company  in 
search  of  sdTentures.  They  went  to- 
gethcr  to  Burr  Street*  Wapping,  and, 
obser? ing  a  genteel  house,  the  man, 
who  acted  as  Jenny's  footman, 
knocked  at  the  door,and,  saying  that 
his  mistress  was  on  a  sudden  taken 
extremely  ill,  begged  she  might  be 
admitted  :  this  was  readily  complied 
with,  and,  while  the  mistress  of  the 
house  and  her  maid-serrant  were 
gone  up  stairs  for  such  things  as 
they  imagined  would  afford  relief  to 
the  supposed  sick  woman,  she 
opened  a  drawer,  and  stole  sixty 
guineas ;  and  after  this,  while  the 
mistress  was  holding  a  smelling- 
bottle  to  her  nose,  she  picked  her 
pocket  of  a  purse,  which,  howerer, 
did  not  contain  money  to  any  con. 
siderable  amount.  In  the  mean 
time  the  pretended  footman,  who 
i»</  been  ordera]  into  the  kitchen, 
9ioit  a'lK  silwcr  table-spoons,  a  pep« 


per.box,  and  a  salt-cellar.  Jeaay^ 
pretending  to  be  somewhat  rees» 
Tered,  expressed  the  most  gratcfsl 
acknowledgments  to  the  lady,  and, 
saying  she  was  the  wife  of  a  capital 
merchant  in  Thames  Street,  ioiitcd 
her  in  the  most  pressing  teras  ts 
dinner  on  an  appointed  day,  aad 
then  went  away  in  a  hackoef. 
coach,  which,  by  her  order,  had 
been  called  to  the  door  by  lier  pre. 
tended  serrant. 

She  practised  a  Tariety  of  feki^ 
nies  of  a  similar  natare  m  difersat 
parts  of  the  mctropolu  and  its  ea* 
▼irons;  but  the  particnhtfs  of  the 
above  transaction  being  inserted  in 
the  newspapers,  people  were  so  tL 
fectually  cautioned,  that  oar  adtca* 
tarer  was  under  the  necessity  of 
employing  her  inrentioa  upoa  the 
discoiery  of  other  methods  of  eeas- 
mitting  depredations  on  the  paUie* 

The  parties  whose  illness  we 
hare  mentioned  being  recovered,  it 
was  resolved  that  the  whole  ffm§ 
should  go  to  Bristol,  in  search  of  ad- 
ventures, during  the  fair  which  is 
held  in  that  city  every  saaiiaer; 
but,  being  unacquainted  with  the 
place,  they  deemed  it  good  policy 
to  admit  into  their  society  a  man 
who  had  long  sulwbted  there  by 
Tillainons  practices. 

Being  arrived  at  the  pUoeof  dss* 
tination,  Jenny  and  Murphy  ss- 
snmed  the  characters  of  merchaats* 
wives,  the  new  member  and  aaotkcr 
of  the  gang  appeared  as  cosatiy 
traders,  and  our  heroine's  fiivoiils 
retained  his  former  character  ef 
footman.  They  took  lodgings  si 
different  inns,  and  agreed  that,  if 
any  of  them  should  be  apprehended, 
the  others  .should  endeaTor  to  pre* 
cure  their  release  by  appearing  ts 
their  characters,  and  represeatiag 
them  as  people  of  repatatioa  is 
London.  They  had  arrived  at  sack 
a  proficiency  in  their  ill^  occa- 
ipiidoii)  ^Smi  ^11  woe  alssostccr- 
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talD  of  accomplishing  ef  ery  scheme 
they  suggested ;  and,  when  it  was 
inconTonient  to  make  use  of  words, 
they  were  able  to  confej  their 
meaning  to  each  other  by  winks, 
nods,  and  other  intimations. 

Being  one  day  in  the  fair,  they 
obserred  a  west^country  clothier 
gif  iog  a  sum  of  money  to  his  ser- 
vant, and  heard  him  direct  the  man 
to  deposit  it  in  a  bureau.  They 
followed  the  serfant,  and  one  of 
them  fell  down  before  him,  expect- 
ing that  he  would  also  fall,  and  that, 
as  there  was  a  great  crowd,  tho 
money  might  be  easily  secured. 
Though  the  man  fell  into  the  snare, 
they  were  not  able  to  obtain  their 
expected  booty,  and  therefore  had 
recourse  to  the  following  strata- 
gem :  one  of  the  gang  asked  whe- 
ther his  master  had  not  latcly'or- 
dered  him  to  carry  home  a  sum  of 
money  ;  to  which  the  other  replied 
In  the  aifirma^f e :  the  sharper  then 
told  him  he  most  return  to  his  mas- 
ter, who  had  purchased  some  gooda, 
and  waited  to  pay  for  them« 

The  countryman  followed  him  to 
Jenny's  lodging,  and,  being  Intro* 
duced  to  her,  she  desired  him  to  be 
seated,  saying  his  master  was  gone 
on  some  business  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, but  had  left  orders  for  him  to 
wait  till  his  return.  She  urged  him 
to  drink  a  glass  of  wine,  but  the 
poor  fellow  repeatedly  declined  her 
offers  with  awkward  simplicity,  tho 
pretended  footman  baring  taught 
him  to  belieTo  her  a  woman  of  great 
wealth  and  consequence.  UowcTcr, 
her  encouraging  solicitations  con- 
quered his  bashfulness,  and  he 
drank  till  he  became  intoxicated. 
Being  conducted  into  another  apart- 
ment, he  was  soon  fost  locked  in 
the  arms  of  sleep,  and,  while  in 
that  situation,  he  was  robbed  of  the 
money  ho  had  receired  from  his 
master,  which  proved  to  bo  a  huiu 
d^ed  pounds.  They  voffeao.soraar 


in  possession  of  the  cash,  than 
they  discharged  the  demand  of  the 
innkeeper,  and  set  out  in  the  first 
stage  for  London. 

Soon  after  their  return  to  town 
Jenny  and  her  associates  went  to 
London  Bridge  in  the  dusk  of  the 
efening,  and,  observing  a  lad/ 
standing  at  a  door  to  avoid  the  car- 
riages, a  number  of  which  were 
passing,  one  of  the  men  went  up  to 
her,  and*  under  pretence  of  gif  log 
her  assistance,  seised  both  her 
hands,  which  he  held  till  his  accom- 
plices had  rifled  her  pockets  of  a 
gold  snuff-box,  a  silrer  case  con- 
taining a  set  of  instraments,  and 
thirty  guineas  in  cash. 

On  the  following  day,  as  Jenny, 
and  an  accomplice,  in  the  character 
of  a  footman,  were  walking  through 
Change  Alley,  she  picked  a  gentle- 
man's pocket  of  a  bank-note  for  two 
hundred  pounds,  for  which  she  fe» 
oeived  one  hundred  and  thirty  from 
a  Jew,  with  whom  the  gang  had 
very  extensive  connexions. 

Our  heroine  now  hired  a  real 
footman;  and  her  favorite,  who 
had  long  acted  in  that  character, 
assumed  the  appearance  of  a  gen- 
tleman. She  hired  lodgings  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Cov«nt  Garden, 
that  she  might  more  conreniently 
attend  the  theatres.  She  proposed 
to  her  associates  to  reserve  a  tenth 
part  of  the  general  produce  for  the 
support  of  such  of  the  gang  as 
might,  through  illness,  be  rendered 
incapable  of  following  their  iniqui- 
tous occnpations ;  and  to  this  they 
readily  assented. 

Jenny  dressed  herself  in  an  ele- 
gant manner,  and  went  to  the  thea- 
tre  one  evening  when  the  king  was 
to  be  present ;  and,  during  the  per*, 
formance,  she  attracted  the  particu* 
lar  attention  of  a  yonng  gentlomao 
of  fortune  from  z  orluMre,  who 
dedaredy  In  the  molt  passtonate 
iumBf  that  she  had  made  an  abso- 
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late  conqQCSt  of  hii  heart,  and 
earnestly  solicited  tbo  fatourof  at. 
tending  her  home.  She  at  first  de« 
dined  a  compliance,  saying  she  was 
newlj  married,  and  that  the  appear- 
ance of  a  stranger  might  alarm  her 
husband.  At  length  she  yielded 
to  hu  entreaty,  and  they  wont  to- 
gether in  a  hackney-coach,  which 
set  the  young  gentleman  down  in 
the  neighborhood  where  Jenny 
lodged,  after  he  had  obtained  an 
appointment  to  Tisit  her  In  a  few 
days,  when  she  said  her  husband 
would  be  out  of  town. 

Upon  Jenny's  joining  her  com- 
panions, she  informed  them  that 
while  she  remained  at  the  play- 
house she  was  only  able  to  steal  a 
gold  snuff-box,  and  they  appeared 
to  be  much  dissatisfied  on  account 
of  her  ill  success ;  but  their  good 
humour  returned  upon  learning  the 
circumstances  of  the  adyenture  with 
the  young  gentleman,  which  they 
had  no  doubt  would  prof  e  exceed, 
ingly  profitable. 

The  day  of  appointment  being 
arrived,  two  of  the  gang  appeared 
equipped  in  elegant  lireries,  and 
Anne  Murphy  acted  as  waiting- 
maid.  The  gentleman  came  in  the 
cTening,  haying  a  gold-headed  cane 
in  his  hand,  a  sword  with  a  gold 
hilt  by  his  side,  and  wearing  a  gold 
iratch  in  his  pocket,  and  a  diamond 
ring  on  his  finger. 

Being  introduced  to  her  bed. 
chamber,  she  contrived  to  steal  her 
lover's  ring ;  and  ho  had  not  been 
many  minutes  undressed  before 
Anne  Murphy  rapped  at  the  door, 
which  being  opened,  she  said,  with 
an  appearance  of  the  utmost  con- 
sternation, that  her  master  was  re- 
turned  from  the  country.  Jenny, 
affecting  to  be  under  a  Tiolent  agi. 
tation  of  spirits,  desired  the  gentle- 
man to  cover  himself  entirely  with 
the  bed-clothes,  saying  she  would 
conrejr  bh  apparel  into  another 


room,  so  that,  if  her  husband 
there,  nothing  mould  appear  to 
awaken  hb  iuspicion ;  adding,  that 
under  pretence  of  indis|)osition  she 
would  prevail  upon  her  hushaadte 
sleep  in  another  bed,  and  thea  r^ 
turn  to  the  arms  of  her  lover. 

'J*he  clothes  being  removed,  a 
consultation  was  held,  when  it  vai 
agreed  by  the  gang  that  they  shoaU 
immediately  pack  op  all  their  move, 
ables,  and  decamp  with  their  booty, 
which,  exclusive  of  the  cane,  wat^, 
sword,  and  ring,  amounted  to  a 
hundred  guineas. 

I1ie  amorous  youth  waited  ia  a 
state  of  the  utmost  impatienee  til 
morning,  when  he  rang  the  bell, 
which  brought  the  people  of  the 
house  to  the  chamber-door;  hut 
they  could  not  gain  admittance*  tte 
fair  fugitive  having  turned  the  lock, 
and  taken  away  the  key ;  bat,  the 
door  being  forced  open,  an  rdair- 
cissement  ensued.  Thegentlemaa 
represented  in  what  manner  he  had 
been  treated  ;  but  the  people  of  the 
house  were  deaf  to  his  expostala- 
tions,  and  threatened  io  drcolate 
the  adventnre  throughout  the  town 
unless  he  would  indemnify  them  for 
the  loss  they  had  suitained.  Rather 
than  hazard  the  exposure  of  his  cha- 
racter he  agreed  to  discharge  the 
debt  Jenny  had  eontracted;  and 
dispatched  a  messenger  for  clothes 
and  money,  that  he  might  take 
leave  of  a  house  of  which  be  had 
sufficient  reason  to  regret  having 
been  a  temporary  inhabitant. 

Our  heroine's  share  of  the  pra- 
duceof  tbcabove  adventure  amount- 
ed to  seventy  pounds.  This  infa- 
mous association  was  now  become 
so  notorious  a  pest  to  society,  that 
they  judged  it  necessary  to  leave 
the  metropolis,  where  they  were 
apprehensive  they  could  not  long 
remain  concealed  from  justice. 
They  practised  a  variety  of  strata- 
t^oms  ^itk  fscefti  laGcesf  In  dlAsreit 
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p«ris  of  the  coantry ;  but,  upon 
re-f  Uiting  London,  Jenny  was  com- 
nitted  to  Newgate  on  a  charge  of 
haTing  picked  a  gentleman's  pocket; 
for  which  she  was  sentenced  to 
transportation. 

She  remained  in  the  abote  prison 
nearly  four  nionths,  during  which 
time  !ihe  employed  a  considerable 
som  in  the  purchase  of  stolen  ef. 
fects.  When  she  went  on  Ixwrd 
the  transport-iessel,  she  shipped  a 
quantity  of  goods  nearly  sufficient 
to  load  a  waggon.  The  property 
she  possessed  ensured  her  great  re- 
spect, and  efery  possible  conveui. 
ence  and  accommodkition  during  the 
foyage ;  and,  on  her  arrifal  in  Vir. 
ginia,  she  disposed  of  her  goods, 
and  for  some  time  lifcd  in  great 
splendour  and  elegance. 

She  soon  found  that  America  was 
a  country  where  she  could  eipect 
but  little  emolument  from  the  prac- 
tices she  had  so  successfully  fol- 
lowed in  England;  and  therefore 
she  employed  eTery  art  she  was 
mistress  of  to  ingratiate  herself  into 
the  esteem  of  a  young  gentleman 
who  was  preparing  to  emlMrk  on 
board  a  vessel  bound  for  the  port 
of  London.  He  became  much 
enamoured  of  her,  and  brought  her 
to  England;  but,  while  the  ship 
lay  at  Gravesend,  she  robbed  him 
of  all  the  proper'iy  she  could  get 
into  her  possession,  and,  pretend, 
lag  indisposition,  iatimatol  a  de- 
sire of  going  on  shore,  in  which  her 
admirer  acquiesced ;  but  she  was  no 
sooner  on  land  than  she  made  a  pre- 
cipitate retreat. 

She  now  trafelled  through  seve- 
ral parts  of  the  country,  and  by  her 
Qsual  wicked  practices  obtained 
many  considerable  sums.  At  length 
she  returned  to  London,  but  was  not 
able  to  find  her  former  accomplices. 
She  now  frequented  the  Rofal 
Eichange,  the  theatres,  London 
Bridge,  and  other  pbMcs  of  public 


resort,  and  committed  innumerable 
depredations  on  the  public.  Being 
detected  in  picking  a  gentleman's 
pocket  on  London  Bridge,  she  was 
taken  before  a  magistrate,  to  wkom 
she  declared  that  her  name  was  Jane 
Webb,  and  by  that  appellation  she 
was  committed  to  Newgate. 

On  her  trial,  a  gentleman,  who 
bad  detected  her  In  the  very  act  of 
picking  the  prosecutor's  pocket, 
dep<Med  that  a  person  had  applied 
to  him,  offering  fifty  pounds,  on 
condition  that  he  should  not  appear 
in  support  of  the  prosecution :  and 
a  lady  swore  that,  on  the  day  she 
committed  the  offence  for  which  she 
stood  indicted,  she  saw  her  pick 
the  pockets  of  more  than  twenty 
different  people.  The  record  of 
her  former  couTiction  was  not  pro- 
duced in  Court;  and",  therefore, 
she  was  arraigned  for  privately  steal. 
Ing ;  and,  on  the  clearest  evMence, 
the  jury  pronounced  her  guilty. 
The  property  being  valued  at  less 
than  one  shilling,  she  was  sentenced 
to  transportation. 

A  twelvemonth  had  aot  elapsed 
before  she  returned  from  transpor- 
tation a  second  time ;  and,  on  her 
arrival  in  London,  renewed  her 
former  practices. 

A  lady  going  from  Sherborne 
Lane  to  Wal  brook  was  accosted 
by  a  man,  who  took  her  hand, 
seemingly  as  if  to  assist  her  in  cross- 
Ing  some  planks  that  were  placed 
over  the  gutter  for  the  convtolence 
of  passengers ;  but  he  squeesed  her 
fingers  with  so  much  force  as  to 
giVe  her  great  pain,  and  in  the  mewi 
time  Jenny  picked  her  pocket  of 
thirteen  shillings  and  a  penny.  The 
gentlewoman,  conscious  of  being 
robbed,  seiied  the  thief  by  thegown« 
and  she  was  Immediately  conducted 
to  the  Compter.  She  was  examined 
the  next  day  by  the  lord  majoTy 
who  committed  her  to  Newgate  In 
order  for  trial. 
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.  Attbeenniiiif  tetsiotisattlieOid 
Bailej  she  wai  tried  on  an  indict* 
ment  for  prifatel/  ftenling,  nnd 
the  jurj  brought  in  the  Teidiet 
*  GnUty ;'  io  eonteqnenee  of  which 
4efeceifcd  sentence  of  denth. 

After  cooTiction  Jcnnj  seemed 
sincerely  to  repent  of  the  conrse  of 
iniquity  in  which  she  had  so  long 
persisted,  punctually  attending 
prayers  in  the  chapel,  and  employ, 
ing  great  partof  her  time  in  private 
devotions.  The  day  preceding  that 
on  which  she  was  executed  sho 
sent  for  tlie  woman  who  nursed 
her  child,  then  about  three  years 
old,  and,  after  informing  her  that 
there  was  a  person  who  would  pay 
for  the  infiuit's  maintenance,  ear- 
nestly entreated  that  it  might  be 
carefully  instructed  in  the  dutiea  of 
religion,  and  guarded  from  all  temp^. 
tatioBs  to  wickedness;  and  then, 
acknowledging  that  she  had  long 
been  a  daring  offender  against  tlie 
iaws  both  of  God  and  man,  and  en- 
treating the  woman  to  pray  for  the 
salvation  of  her  soul,  she  bade  her 
isreweU,  apparently  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  sentiments  of  con- 
trition. 

On  the  following  morning  she 
appeared  to  be  in  a  serene  state  of 
Bind ;  but,  being  brought  into  the 
pres6«yard,  the  executioner  ap- 
proached to  put  the  halter  about 
her«  when  her  fortitude  abated :  in 
a  short  time,  however,  her  spirits 
befaift  again  tolerably  composed. 

She  was  conveyed  to  Tyburn  in 
a  mourning-coach  on  the  18th  of 
March,  1740,  being  attended  by  a 
clergyman,  to  whom  she  declared 
her  firm  belief  in  all  the  principles 
of  the  Protestant  religion. 

At  the  place  of  execution,  hating 
employed  a  considerable  time  in 
^rvcnt  prayer,  her  life  was  resigned 
a  sacriicc  to  those  laws  which  she 
^*d  ma§t  dfkringlj  violated;  and 
^cr  remaiuB  were,  bj  her  own  par^ 


ticalar  desire,  interred  in  Si  R»i 
cnu  churchyartl. 

We  may,  perhaps,  fix  the  smiI 
dangerous  period  of  Kfe  lo  be  h^ 
tween  the  years  of  sixtesn  md 
twenty.  As  we  approadi  lowaids 
ssatnrity  we  grow  impatient  of  Cia. 
trol,  vegardiess  of  all  idvlce  thai 
does  not  flatter  the  prevailing 
humour,  and  direct  all  our  aUtin 
tion  to  a  state  of  independence, 
which  youthful  issagination  repca. 
sents  as  the  snmmit  of  hamia  MU 
dty,  where  no  inconvenience  can 
obtrude  bat  such  as  may,  witkeat 
difficulty,  be  repelled  by  the  Mis 
efforts  of  our  own  resoiutien. 

The  advice  of  a  parent  sinks  late 
the  mind  with  double  weight;  but 
we  should  allow  the  due  fores  te 
such  as  is  oflered  by  these  who  aes 
unconnected  with  us  in  the  te  of 
blood.  If  the  conduct  that  is  f»i 
commended  to  us  points  to  the  hep* 
piness  of  life,  what  folly  is  it  to 
submit  to  the  suggestions  of  idle  in. 
clination,  the  indulgence  of  which 
can  yield  but  a  sli^t  and  tsmp^. 
vary  gratificatioa,  and  ssay,  per- 
haps, prove  the  source  of  severe  and 
lasting  regret ! 

There  are  those  who  csnnut  the 
laws  of  these  kingdoms  as  being  of 
too  sanguinary  a  complttien.  Be 
it  admitted  that  these  is  soaethkg 
extremely  dreadful  In  the  idea  ef 
depriving  a  fellow-cfcature  of  ei. 
istence  at  a  time  when  the  weight 
of  his  sins  is  sufficient,  without  the 
Divine  assistance,  to  stek  him  iate 
everlasting  perdition :  but,  as  partial 
favour  roust  always  give  way  te 
considerations  for  the  pablic  good, 
it  should  be  remembered  that  tee 
lives  of  individuals  are  not  ncrifiosi 
so  much  for  the  sake  of  puaisMpg 
them  for  the  offisnces  of  whidi  thsy 
have  been  guilty,  as  with  a  view  ef 
making  them  examples  for  thedis- 
continuance  of  vice.  Justice  amy 
f or  %  timAlia  ^^a^AnA^vii  «o  inoon* 


? 
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TeDienoe  may  luife  beea  tostiioed 
by  the  injared  party,  who,  thoagh 
entertaining  no  private  animofity^ 
nay,  even  tenderly  compassionating 
the  offender,  will  be  induced,  by 
his  regard  to  the  public,  to  enforce 
the  law.  How  daiigeroas,  then, 
must  be  the  situation  of  those  who 
have  been  guilty  of  acts  of  delin- 
quency !  The  dread  of  a  Ttolent 
and  diffgracefttl  death,  together  with 
all  the  horrors  of  conscious  guilt, 
must  continually  msh  upon  their 
minds,  and  render  them  miserable 
beyond  the  power  of  esprcssioo. 

Persons  who,  hariog  infringed 
the  laws  of  their  country,  are  com- 
mitted to  prison,  too  frequently  are 
known  to  employ  their  time  in  a 
Tery  unprofitable  manner.  How 
can  this  conduct  be  accounted  for 
but  by  supposing  that  they  cherish 
the  expectation  of  an  acquittal?  No 
circumstances  in  life  are  so  despe- 
rate  as  to  exclude  the  hope  of  a  fa« 
Torable  change  of  fortune.  In  sap- 


port  of  this  assertion  it  need  only 
be  said,  that  scarce  an  instance  can 
be  prodoced  where  the  most  notori- 
ons  offender  has,  even  at  the  placo 
of  exectttioo,  declined  all  thoagbti 
of  a  reprieve. 

To  consider  the  terrible  sitaatkm 
of  a  condemned  prisoner  muat  ub- 
questionably  prove  dlstressiag,  in  a 
peculiar  degree,  to  a  humane  mind» 
The  unhappy  object  stands  totter- 
ing on  the  verge  of  eternity,  and  the 
dreadful  prospect  wholly  incapaci- 
tates him  for  making  that  pwpanu 
tion  which  is  necessary  to  so  km* 
portant  a  change ;  for  it  is  a  reas—i 
able  supposition  that,  under  socli 
alarming  drcumstanees,  the  miad 
must  be  so  violently  agitated  as  to 
be  deprived  of  the  power  of  exert« 
ing  its  usual  functions;  and  there  is 
too  much  cause  to  apprehend  tbat^ 
when  re|)entance  is  thos  long  de* 
layed,  there  will  be  bot  a  feabid 
support  for  the  hope  of  ita  eflU 
•acy. 


WILLIAM  DUELL, 

SXECUTSO  FOR  MURDER,  WHO  CAME  TO  UFE  AGAIN  WHILE  P&SFABXVCk 

FOR  DISSECTION  IN  SURGEONS*  HALL. 


Tnis  man  met  a  better  fate  thaa 
a  criminal  in  a  similar  situation  in 
Germany.  The  body  of  a  noto- 
rious malefactor  was  stretched  out 
npoa  the  table,  before  an  assembly 
of  German  surgeons,  for  dissection. 
The  operator,  ia  i^dng  it  in  a 
proper  positioui  felt  life  in  it; 
whereupon  he  thas  addressed  his 
brethren  of  the  faculty,  met  to  wit- 
ness the  operation : 

^  I  am  pretty  certain,  gentlemen, 
from  the  warmth  of  the  subject, 
and  the  flexibility  of  the  limbs,  that 
by  a  proper  degree  of  attention  and 
care  the  vital  heat  would  return, 
and  life  in  consequence  take  place. 
But  when  it  u  considered  wbai  a 
rascal  we  should  again  have  among 
us,  that  he  was  hanged  for  so  cmel 


a  murder,  and  that,  should  we  re. 
atore  him  to  life,  he  would  probaUji 
kill  somebody  else :— I  say,  gen'-^ 
tlemen»  all  these  things  consideredi 
it  is  my  opinion  that  we.  had  bellet 
proceed  in  the  dissection.'  Whelheff 
thb  harangue,  or  the  fear  of  being 
dinppointed  ia  sosumptooas  asnr« 
gieal  banquet,  operated  on  iheic 
consciences,  we  cannot  tell;  bnt^ 
certain  it  is^  they  nodded  accord- 
aaoe;  and  the  operator,  on  the 
signal,  plunged  his  knife  into  the 
breast  of  the  culprit,  thereby  ai 
onee  prccludieg  all  dread  of  fetoie 
assasainations*— all  hopes  of  fiiteni 
repentance. 

Duell  was  conncted  of  occaslee* 
ing  the  deatk  ef  Sarak  Gcifii^  at 
Acton,  by  vebbieg  asid  ilUraftttaf: 
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ber«  Having  suffered  Not.  24, 
1740,  at  Tyburn,  his  body  was 
brought  to  Surgeons'  Hall  to  be 
anatomiied;  but,  after  it  was 
stripped  and  laid  on  the  board,  and 
while  one  of  the  servants  was  wash, 
ing  him,  in  order  to  be  cut,  be  per. 
oeired  life  in  him,  and  found  his 
breath  to  come  qaicker  and  quicker, 


on  which  a  surgeon  took  saae 
onnces  of  blood  from  him ;  in  two 
hours  he  was  able  to  sit  up  in  Us 
chtir,and  in  the  eroniag  was  ana* 
mittcd  to  Newgate ;  and  his  tm* 
tenoe  (which  might  have  been  agrin 
inflicted)  was  cluinged  to  traosper* 
taiion. 


WILLIAM  CREAK, 

EXECUTED  FOR  MAIL  ROBBEftY. 

Wb  have  already  observed  that  apprehension  of  Creak,  wIm>.  hii 

Uris  species  of  public  robbery  was  repaired   to  Ijondon  with  the  m- 

formerly,  though  never    pardoned  mainder  of  the  bank-notsStiaoidsr 

after  conviction,  very  common.     It  to  pass  them  away.    After  eoaii- 

is  now  matter  of  surprise  to  reflect  derable  search,  he  was  taken  ia  the 

tlut  such  vast  property  as  always  borough  of  South  wark,  in  the  vary 


has  lieen  remitted  by  po5t-letters 
shonld  have  been  so  insecurely 
guarded  in  its  conveyance.  A  lad 
with  the  mail  liehind  him  often  car- 
ried thousands  of  pounds,  through 


act  of  putting  off  some  of  thestolsB 
notes  in  payment  for  linens;  and, 
when  he  found  that  he  was  appie. 
bended,  he  stuffed  the  reawbder 
into  his  month,  and  actually  swal. 


lonely  roads,  in  the  dead  hour  of    lowed  them  before  they  cbald  be 
the  night.      Hence,  where    there    recovered. 


could  be  no  resistance,  every  lurk* 
ing  cowardly  thief  was  able  to  take 
the  mail  at  hb  pleasure  ;  but,  liap. 
pily,  the  disposal  of  the  plunder 
seldom  failed  of  leading  to  a  disco- 
very of  the  perpetrator. 
•  When  the  unfortunate  man  who 
is  the  subject  of  the  present  report 
was  tempted  to  swerve  from  the 
paths  of  honesty,  in  robbing  the 
mail,  he  was  a  linen-draper  of  good 
repute  at  Hcnley.upon -Thames. 
He  married  the  sister  of  one  Kitson, 
a  maltster,  of  the  same  town,  by 
whom,  it  appears,  he  was  seduced 
to  comvit  the  robbery ;  and  who 
then,  having  received  a  part  of  the 
plunder,  basely  impeached,  and 
brought  him  to  an  ignominious 
death.  We  say  basely ;  for,  though 
the  public  received  benefit  from  the 
information  of  Kitson,  yet  cannot 

we  divest  ourselves  of  detestation  of    goods  than  to  cry  after  them.'    It 
such  individual  treachery.  also  appeared  that  this  was  the  only 

In  consequence  of  this  informa-    piece  of  iniquity  in  which  he  hsd 
^<0ii  M  wMfnmt  was  issued  for  the    been  concerned. 


He  was  indicted  at  the  assfases 

held  at  Kingston  for  the  couoty  of 
Surrey,  in  the  month  of  August, 
1740,  convicted  of  robbing  the 
Western  and  Portsmouth  mails, 
and  was  executed,  much  lamented, 
on  Bagshot  Heath,  and  hb  body  af- 
terwards hung  in  chains,  on  the  spot 
where  he  committed  the  robbery. 

Thb  man,  though  hb  offence  wtf 
of  so  heinous  a  kind,  may  dala 
some  compassion  from  the  feeling 
reader.  He  bad  a  large  family,  bore 
an  excellent  character  among  Rb 
neighbours,  and  his  credit  was  still 
good  with  his  merchants  in.  London. 

Unsuspicious  in  nature,  he  had 
trusted  others  to  a  considerable 
amount,  and  was  deceived  in  pro* 
miscs  of  payment  We  could  here 
wish  tradesmen  to  adhere  to  the 
adage— ^  Better  to  cry  over  their 


^ 
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TuBiKCfael  woinen  irerebora  at 
Phi II pt. Norton,  in  Somenerihirc. 
Tbe  mother  was  diitinguishrd  rrom 
her  childhood  by  the  barbArity  or 
her  diipoiilion,  which  incroaBed 
with  het  years,  and  diicoreied  it. 
■elf  OD  rariunt  occasions,  particu- 
lartj  in  fomenting  divijioiii  among 
her  father's  lerrants,  to  render 
whom  nnhappj  appeared  to  be  one 
of  the  greatsat  pleasures  of  her  life. 

Her  pareoti,  obserring  with  re- 
gret thia  ferocitj'  oF  temper,  told 
her  that  the  would  never  |«t  a  hus. 
band  onlcu  she  changed  her  con- 
duct. This  seemed  for  a  while  to 
have  lODie  inflaence  on  her,  which 
(are  great  uiisfaciion  to  her  pa- 
rents ;  but  it  will  appear  from  the 
followtog  Duralire  that  this  in. 
flueoce  was  not  lailhig. 

Being  tMrtueA  bj  a  neighbor 


ing  farmer,  named  Branch,  a  mar. 
rlage  took  place  ;  but  the  hutband 
aooD  foond  what  an  mirortunate 
choice  he  had  made  ;  Tor  his  wife 
no  sooner  came  into  posseision  of 
her  matrimonial  power  than  she 
began  to  exercise  her  tyranny  on 
hpr  serranis,  whom  she  treated  with 
andcserred  and  nnaccoun table  cru- 
elty, frequently  denying  them  the 
common  necessaries  of  life,  and 
sometime*  turning  them  out  of 
doors  at  ni;ht,  in  the  midst  of  win- 
ter ;  bat  their  wa^en  in  these  cases 
were  tent  them  by  Mr.  Branch, 
whii  was  as  remarkable  for  hit  ha. 
manity  and  justice  as, his  wife  wai 
for  the  opposite  qualities.  Harj 
Branch,  the  daughter,  wat  an  caact 
resemblance  of  her  mother  ia  «nrj 
part  of  her  diabolical  tamper. 
Mr.  Branch  dying,  and  hiTlng 
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an  eetrnte  of  about  three  hundred  on  her,  and  nted  her  with  other 

pounds  a  jear,  he  was  no  sooner  circumstancet  of  crueltj  too  gmi 

buried  than  all  the  serrants  quitted  to  mention, 
the  family,  determined  not  to  life*      Somers  now  went  out  to  milk 

with  io  tyrannical  a  mistress ;  and  the  cows,  and  on  her  return,  at  the 

fcer  character  became  so  notorioni  expiration  of  half  an  hour,  foaid 

that  she  could  obtain  no  serrants  her  mbtress  sitting  hj  the  fii«|  end 

bat  poor  creatures  who  were  pat  the  girl  lying  dead  on  the  ioor ; 

oat  by  the  parish,  or  casual  ? a«  but  she  obserTed  that  a  dean  cap 

grants  who  strolled  the  country.  had  been  put  on  her  head  smce  she 

It  is  needlen  t»  mention  the  par«  went  out,  and  that  the  bkMd  had 

ticulars  of  the  cruelties  of  this  in-  run  through  it 

haman  mother  and   daughter   to  Saying  she  beliewcd  the  gpil  ra 

such  serf  aniias  they  eonU  procare,  dead,  the  old  mistress  gaveteafca- 

nt  whom  they  nsed  to  throw  plates,  sItc  language ;  and  the  deceeeed 

-knifes,  and  forks,  on  any  offence,  being  put  to  bed,  Somen  wu  or- 

feal  or  Mipposed ;  we  shall  there-  dered  to  lie  with  her;  which  she 

fore  pioceed  to  an  accoant  of  their  was  obliged  to  comply  with,  ia  the 

tsialaad  esocution  for  the  murder  fear  of  being  treated  In  a  mauer 

•f  Jane  Bottefiworfli,  a  poor  girl  equally  cmeL  Somers  wu  not  saf. 

^Am  hiji  bean  placed  with  them  by  fered  to  go  out  on  the  following 

the  poriA  officers.  day ;  and  at  night  the  body  was 

At  the  assizes  held  at  Taunton,  privately  buried, 

in  Somersetshise,  in  March,  1740,  This  transaction,  added  to  Ae 

Elizabeth  Braiicli»  and  Mary,  her  character  of  the  mistress,  hafhig 

daughter,  were  indicted  for  the  wil-  raised  a  suspicion  in  the  ndghbor- 

ful  murder  of  Jane  Buttcrsworth ;  hood,  a  warrant  was  issued  by  the 

the  principal  evidence  against  them  coroner  to  take  up  the  body ;  and, 

being  in  substance  as  follows :  an   inquest  being  made  into   the 

Ann  Somers,  the  dairy-maid,  de-  cause  of  the  girl's  death,  Mr.-Sal- 

posed  that  the  decea$ed,having  been  mon,  a  surgeon,  declared  that  phe 

sent  for  some  yeast,  and  staying  had  received  several  wonods,  al- 

longer  than  was  necessary,  excused  most  any  one  of  which  would  hafe 

herself  to  her  old  mistress,  on  her  proved  mortal. 

return,  by  telling  a  lie ;  on  which  The  defence  made  by  tbeprison. 

the  daughter  struck  her  violently  ers  on  their  trial  was,  that  the  pro- 

on    the  head   with   her    fist,  and  secution  was  malicious;   for  that 

pinched  her  ears.     Then  both  of  the. deceased  had  been  subject  to 

them  threw  her  on  the  ground,  and  fits,  in  one  of  which  she  fell  down, 

the  daughter  kneeled  on  her  neck,  and  received  the  bruises  which  oc- 

while  the  mother  whipped  her  with  casioned  her  death ;  but,  bringing 

twigs   till  the  blood  ran   on   the  no  proofs  in  support  of  this  allega- 

gronnd  ;  and  the  (laughter,  taking  tion,  the  jury  found  them  guUty, 

off  one  of  the  girl's  shoes,  beat  her  and  they  were  sentenced  to  die. 

with  it  in  a  cruel  manner.     The  After  conviction  they  entertaioed 

deceased  cried  for  mercy,  and,  after  great  hopes  of  pardon,  and  pre- 

spme  struggles,  ran  into  the  par.  senteda  petition  to  the  judge;  but 

Iour»  whither  they  followed   her,  all  the  favour  they  could  obtain  wss 

and  beat  her  with  broomsticks  till  a  respite  for  five  weeks,  in  consU 

she  fell  down  senseless;  after  which  deration  that  Mrs.  Branch  might 

^  dj^agtter  threw  a  paU  of  water  hut  soma  temporal  afiirs  to  Mtile. 


i 
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The  mother  appeared  for  some 
time  little  concerned  under  her  mis- 
fortanet ;  bat  the  daughter  la- 
mented her  unhappy  fate,  and 
begged  the  prayers  of  every  one 
whom  she  saw. 

A  sermon  was  preached  to  them 
on  the  night  before  their  eiecution, 
which  seemed  to  have  a  great  effect 
on  the  mother,  who  now  began  se- 
riously to  reflect  on  her  approach- 
ing exit ;  and  both  of  them  made 
due  preparation  for  death. 

Ai  the  country  people  were  tIo- 
lently  enraged  against  them,  they 
were  conducted  to  lyelchester  (the 
place  of  execution)  between  three 
and  four  in  the  morning  of  May  3, 
1740,  attended  only  by  the  gaoler 
and  about  six  people,  lest  they 
should  have  been  torn  in  pieces. 

When  they  came  to  the  spot,  it 
was  found  that  the  gibbet  had  been 
out  down ;  on  which  a  carpenter 
was  sent  for,  who  immediately  pat 
up  another;  and  they  were  exe- 
cuted  before  six  o'clock,  to  the 


vagabonds,  and  thieres;  it  was 
these  that  made  me  spurn  at  and 
despise  them,  and  led  me  on  from 
one  degree  of  cruelty  to  another. 

*  Keep  your  passions  within  due 
bounds ;  let  them  not  get  the  mas. 
tery  over  yon,  lest  they  bring  you 
to  this  ignoble  end.  I  am  fully 
punished  for  all  my  severities ;  and 
it  H  true  I  did  strike  my  maic^  but 
not  with  a  design  to  kill  her,  and 
so  far  I  think  the  sentence  about  to 
be  executed  upon  me  is  unjust ;  but 
the  Lord  forgive  my  prosecutors, 
and  all  those  who  have  maliciously 
and  falsely  sworn  against  me. 

^  Another  caution  I  would  give 
to  you  who  are  parents ;  namely, 
to  suppress  In  your  children  the 
first  appearance  of  cruelty  and  bar- 
barity. Nothing  grieves  me  so 
much,  under  this  shock,  as  that  I 
have,  by  my  example,  and  by  my 
commands,  made  my  daughter 
guilty  with  me  of  the  same  follies, 
cruelties,  and  barbarities,  and  there- 
by have  involved  her  In  the  same 


disappointment    of    thousands    of  punishment  with  myself, 

people  who  had  come  from  all  parts  *I  declare  I  had  no  design  of 

of  the  country  to  witness  the  death  killing  the  deceased,  as  the  I^rd  is 

of  two  such  unworthy  wretches.  my  judge,  and  before  whom  I  must 

Just  before  they  were  turned  off  shortly  appear.     I  beg  of  you  to 

Mrs.  Branch  made  the  following  pray  for  me  unto  God   that  my 


speech : — 

<  Good  people, 

*  You  who  are  masters  and  mis. 

tresses  of  families,  to  you  I  speak 

in  a  more  particular  manner.     Let 

me  adrise  you  nerer  to  harbour 


sins  may  be  forgiren  me,  and  that  I 
may  be  received  to  mercy.' 

After  this  the  daughter  spoke 
these  few  words  : — 

^  Good  people,  pity  my  unhappy 
case,  who,  while  young,  was  trained 


cruel,  base,  and  mean  thoughts  of    up  in  the  paths  of  cruelty  and  bar- 
your  servants,  as  that  they  are  your    iNirity ;  and  let  all  present  take 


slares  and  drudges,  and  that  any 
sort  of  usage,  be  it  ever  so  bad,  is 
good  enough  for  them.  These,  and 
such  like,  were  the  thoughts  that 
made  me  use  my  servants  as  slaves. 


warning  by  my  unhappy  end,  so  as 
to  avoid  the  like  crimes.  You  see 
I  am  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life,  in 
the  midst  of  my  days.-— Good  peo- 
ple, pray  for  me !' 


CHARLES  DREW, 

XXBCUTED  FOR  TUB  MURDKR  OF  HIS  FATHER. 

This  culprit  was  the  son  of  the    owner  of  good  property  at  Loqg 
man  he  muidered,  and  who  was  the    Melford,  in  Suffolk ;  for  the  poi* 
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sestioo  of  which,  to  support,  like 
George  Barnwell,*  an  eitravagant 
wanton,  he  committed  the  foul  deed 
for  which  be  was  eiecuted. 

Mr.  Drew,  senior,  was  an  attor- 
oej ;  jet  of  so  unaccountable  a  dis- 
position, that  he  wholly  neglected 
hu  son's  education,  haTing  quar- 
relled with  and  lit ed  separate  from 
his  wife.  There  were  five  daugh- 
ters and  the  unhappy  son  who 
murdered  him,  and  to  all  he  ap- 
pears to  ha?e  conducted  himself 
with  the  most  culpable  reserfe  and 
unfriendliness. 

When  Charles  arrived  at  years 
of  maturity  he  became  acquainted 
with  one  Elizabeth  Boyer,  who 
submitted  to  his  solicitations,  but 
was  a  woman  of  so  much  art, 
that  most  people  thought  he 
would  marry  her;  and,  when  she 
urged  him  to  it,  he  said,  ^  Betsey, 
let  us  stay  a  little  longer ;  it  will 
be  worse  for  us  both  if  1  do  it  now. 


for  my  father  will  certainly  disiibe- 
rit  me :'  to  which  she  replied,  '  I 
wish  somebody  would  shoot  the 
old  dog.' 

This  discourse  was  heard  (o  pass 
between  them  in  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary, 1740,  and  Mr.  Drew  was 
found  murdered  in  his  house  on  the 
first  of  February  following.  Oa 
inquiry  into  the  affair,  it  was  sus- 
pected that  Mr.  Drew  was  shot 
with  a  gun  which  had  been  lent  to 
his  son  by  Mrs.  Boyer ;  and,  though 
no  prosecution  was  coraneneed 
against  her,  there  was  every  reason 
to  imagine  (hat  she  had  beeo  the 
chief  instigator  to  the  atrocioiis 
crime. 

Charles,  hafing  been  to  the 
Chelmsford  assizes,  fell  into  com- 
pany with  some  smugglers,  among 
whom  was  one  Humphreys,  a  har- 
dened  villain,  whom  he  inrited  to 
meet  him  at  Mrs.  Beyer's  lodg- 
ings. 


*  Let  Paritans  rail  at  dramatic  representations  as  they  please,  the  tragedy  of  'George 
Barnwell'  lias  saved  more  youth  from  destroctioii  than  their  ravings.  A  remirkaUe  in- 
stance of  this  was  told  by  Mr.  Koss,  formerly  a  celebrated  tragedian  i-- 

A  gentleman,  much  dejected  in  his  looks,  called  one  day  on  Ross,  when  stricken  with 
jears^and  told  him  that  his  father,  a  wealthy  citisen  in  London,  lay  at  the  point  of  death, 
•od  begged  that  be  might  see  him,  or  be  could  not  die  in  peace  of  mind.  Canons  at  this 
request  appeared  from  a  stranger,  and  in  such  extremity,  the  actor  hesitated  ;  bot,  being 
roach  pressed  by  his  visitor,  he  agreed  to  accompany  him.  Arrived  at  the  house  of  the 
tick  man,  Mr.  Ross  was  announced,  and  soon  admitted  into  his  chamber ;  hut,  observing 
tlie  family  to  retire,  and  being  left  alone  with  the  patient,  his  wonder  was  again  aronsed. 
The  dying  penitent,  now  *  three-score  years  and  ten,'  casting  his  langnid  eyes  upon  Ross, 
said,  '  Can  it  be  you  who  raised  my  fortune — who  saved  my  life  1  Then  were  yua  yoang 
like  myself;  ay,  and  amiable  amid  the  direst  misfortunes.  1  determined  to  amend  ny 
life,  and  avoid  your  fate.'  Here  nature,  in  a  struggle  with  death,  became  overpowered, 
and,  as  the  sick  roan's  head  fell  upon  his  pillow,  he  faintly  ejaculated,  '0  BamweU! 
Barnwell!' 

We  may  conceive  the  astonishment  of  the  player,  whom  age  had  long  incapacitated 
from  representing  the  unfortunaie  '  London  Apprentice.'  The  feeble  man.  renewing  bb 
effbrti  to  gratify  a  dying  desire,  again  opened  his  eyes,  and  continued  :  'Mr.  Ross,  some 
forty  years  ago,  like  George  Barnwell,  I  wronged  my  roaster,  to  supply  the  uubouaded 
extravagance  of  a  Millwood.  I  took  her  to  see  your  performance,  which  so  shocked  ne, 
that  I  silently  vowed  to  break  the  connexion  then  by  my  side,  and  retomtothe  path  of 
virtue.  I  kept  my  resolution,  and  replaced  the  money  I  had  stolen  before  my  villainy 
was  detected.  I  bore  up  against  the  upbraidings  of  my  deluder,  and  found  a  Maria  in 
my  master's  daughter.  We  married.  I  ^oon  succeeded  to  her  father's  business,  and  the 
young  man  who  brought  you  here  was  the  first  pledge  of  our  love.  I  have  more  children, 
or  I  would  have  shown  my  gratitude  to  you  by  a  larger  sura  than  I  have  bequeathed  yoa; 
but  take  a  thousand  pounds  affixed  to  your  naroe.'  At  the  dying  roan's  signal,  old  Ross 
left  the  room,  overwhelmed  by  his  feelings.  We  recommend  all  young  people  to  new 
the  fate  of  George  Barnwell,  founded  on  fact. 


I 
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They  accordingly  met ;  when 
Drew  promised  to  settle  two  hun- 
dred pounds  a  year  on  him  if  he 
would  murder  his  father  ;  and  f^ave 
him  likewise  at  the  time  a  consider- 
able sum  of  money.  Humphreys 
hesitated  some  time;  but,  at  length 
consenting  to  the  horrid  proposal, 
jthcy  went  together  towards  ihe 
house,  having  a  gun  loaded  with 
slugs,  about  eleven  at  night  on  the 
31st  of  January.  It  was  agreed 
that  young  Drew  should  stand  at  a 
dbtance,  while  Humphreys  was  to 
knock  at  the  door,  ask  for  the  old 
man,  and  then  shoot  him ;  but  Hum* 
preys's  courage  failing  him  when 
he  came  near  the  spot,  he  threw 
down  the  gun,  saying  he  would  have 
no  concern  in  the  murder.  On  this 
young  Drew  commanded  him  to 
keep  silence,  on  pain  of  death  ;  and, 
taking  up  the  gun,  went  to  the 
door,  and,  when  his  father  opened 
it,  shot  him  dead  on  the  spot. 

Having  committed  this  horrid 
parricide,  he  said  to  Humphreys, 
^  The  job  is  done  ;*  on  which  Hum- 
phreys  went  to  Dunmow,in  Essex, 
where  he  had  appointed  to  meet 
some  smugglers  that  night,  and  after 
that  travelled  to  London. 

Young  Drew,  going  to  London, 
made  application  for  the  king's 
pardon  to  any  one  except  him  who 
had  actually  murdered  hi«  father ; 
in  consequence  of  which  an  adver- 
tisement to  that  purpose  was  in* 
serted  in  the  London  Gazette, 
signed  by  the  secretary  of  state ; 
and  another  advertisement  followed 
it,  In  which  Drew  himself  offered  a 
reward  of  a  hundred  pounds  on 
conviction  of  the  murderer.  This 
procedure  appears  evidently  to  hare 
been  intended  to  take  off  all  suspi- 
cion from  himself,  though  he  meant 
not  to  fix  it  on  Humphreys. 

Tbis  latter,  being  apprehended 
on  suspicion,  gave  such  an  indiffer. 
eot  account  of  the  traasaction,  that 


he  was  ordered  to  be  kept  in  cus- 
tody :  and  while  he  was  in  prison 
Drew  sent  him  twenty  pounds,  with 
the  promise  of  a  hundred  more. 
After  he  was  committed  the  suspi- 
cion of  his  guilt  grow  stronger,  and 
was  corroborated  by  several  infor- 
mations. 

This  gave  Drew  great  uneasi- 
ness: he  took  the  utmost  pains  to 
suppress  all  farther  informations, 
and  even  to  destroy  the  credibility 
of  those  already  made.  He  pub- 
licly  declared  that  Humphreys  was 
not  the  man  who  shot  his  father, 
and  threatened  to  prosecute  the  of- 
ficer who  apprehended  him. 

Drew  now  resided  in  London, 
where  he  changed  his  name  to  that 
of  Roberts,  and  corresponded  with 
Humphreys,  who  had  assumed  the 
name  of  John  Smith.  Some  letters 
falling  into  the  hands  of  Timothy 
Drew,  Esq.  a  namesake  only,  he 
went  to  London  in  search  of  the 
murderer;  and,  after  repeated  in- 
quiries, was  told  that  he  lodged  in 
Shire  Lane,  whither  he  went,  and 
asked  for  him  by  the  name  of  Ro. 
bcrts.  The  people  of  the  house 
said  they  had  no  lodgers ;  but  the 
gentleman,  who  had  a  magistrate's 
warrant  for  apprehending  the  of- 
fender, insisted  on  searching  the 
house :  the  search,  however,  was 
made  in  vain. 

On  this  he  went  to  several  bag- 
nios, and  at  length  to  a  house 
in  Leicester  Fields,  where  he  in- 
quired  for  Mr.  Roberts.  Drew 
had  given  orders  that  he  should  be 
denied,  for  the  landlord  said  that 
all  the  gentlemen  who  had  lodged 
there  the  preceding  night  were  gone ; 
but  Mr.  Timothy  Drew,  observing 
him  whisper  one  of  the  waiters,  sus. 
pected  the  truth  of  this  declaration, 
and,  calling  for  a  pint  of  wine, 
asked  the  waiter  to  drink  with  him* 
After  some  conversation  be  raised 
his  voice,  and  In  a  positive  manner 
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declared  that  he  knew  Mr.  Robert! 
was  in  the  house,  bat  that  his  real 
name  was  Charles  Drew,  and  that 
he  had  mnrdered  his  father ;  then 
he  threatened  to  haTC  all  the  people 
in  the  house  apprehended  for  con- 
cealing a  murderer.  This  aitthori> 
tati?e  manner  induced  the  waiter 
to  confess  that  the  gentleman  Mas 
in  the  house.  Hereupon  he  was 
conducted  to  the  mansion  of  Justice 
De  Yd] ;  and,  after  an  examina«> 
tion  of  above  six  hours,  was  com. 
mitted  to  Newgate  under  a  strong 
guard. 

During  his  retfidenre  in  the  prison 
he  ga?e  Jonathan  Keate,  the  turn- 
kej,  a  bond  of  half  his  fortune,  on 
the  condition  of  permitting  him  to 
escape,  and  accompanying  him  to 
France ;  and,  for  bis  farther  seen- 
lity,  he  executed  a  bond  for  the 
payment  of  a  thousand  pounds. 
The  turnkey  seemed  to  comply, 
and  the  time  was  fixed  on  for  their 
departure;  but  the  man  having  in- 
formed Mr.  Akerman,  the  keeper, 
of  the  progress  of  the  aflfair,  Drew 
was  removed  into  the  old  condemned 
hole,  where  a  guard  was  placed 
OTer  him  night  and  day. 

On  the  approach  of  the  assizes 
he  was  sent  to  the  gaol  of  St.  £d. 
mund's  -  bury  ;  and,  Humphreys 
being  admitted  an  evidence,  Drew 
was  convicted  after  a  trial  of  several 
hours. 

After  conviction  he  seemed  not 
to  have  a  proper  sense  of  the  enor- 
mity of  the  crime  of  which  he  had 
been  guilty,  and  would  have  attri. 
buted  it  to  bis  father's  ill  treatment 
of  him.  He  said  that  his  father  de- 
nied him  necessary  money  for  his 
expenses ;  and  that  his  having  re- 
fused  to  make  over  an  estate  to  him 
was  the  first  instigation  to  his  com- 
mitting the  horrid  crime. 

He  was  visited  by  his  sisters,  who 
csane/if/i/ftvoided  reflecting  on  him ; 


and  did  all  in  their  power  to  coo. 
sole  him  in  his  unhappy  situ. 
tion. 

He  was  hanged  near  StEdmond'i- 
bnry,  on  the  0th  of  April,  1740, 
amidst  the  greatest  crowd  of  spec- 
tators that  were  almost  ever  asMa. 
bled  on  such  a  melancholy  occmm 
in  that  part  of  the  country. 

He  seemed  to  part  with  life  with 
evident  signs  of  reluctance,  bagging 
the  clergyman  who  attended  hin  te 
continue  the  devotions  to  the  M 
possible  moment.  This  man  suf- 
fered in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  Ml 
age. 

The  crime  of  murder  is  in  itiilf 
so  horrid,  that  it  requires  no  ag- 
gravation ;  but  that  of  parricide  b 
of  the  worst  species  of  mnrd«. 
The  destruction  of  those  from  wboa^ 
under  God,  we  have  immedntdj 
derived  our  being,  has  sometkiugia 
it  so  shocking  to  humanity,  that 
one  would  think  it  impossible  4t 
should  ever  be  committed. 

by  the  Lex  Pompela  of  the  Ro« 
mans  parricides  were  ordained  to 
be  put  into  a  sack,  with  a  dog,  a 
cock,  a  viper,  and  an  spe,  and 
thrown  into  the  sea,  thus  to  perish 
by  the  most  cruel  of  all  tortures. 
The  Egyptians  also  put  such  ddin. 
quents  to  death  in  the  most  horribb 
manner.  They  gradually  mangM 
their  body  and  limbs,  and,  when 
almost  every  limb  was  dislocatsi 
or  broken,  they  placed  the  ciW 
nal,  writhing  and  screeching  vM 
pain,  upon  thorns,  where  he  wv 
burnt  alive!  In  China  impiety  to yi" 
rents  was  cojisidered  a  crime  suaifai 
in  atrocity  to  treason  and  rebelOoit 
for  which  criminals  were  sen  tencedH 

be  cut  in  ten  thousand  pieces  1  9/ 
the  ancient  Jewish  law  it  was  si* 
death  for  children  to  curse  or  striki 
their  parents  :  in  fine,  every  natiii 
punished  the  parricide  in  the  ■«! 
exemplary  manner. 


I 
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GILBERT  LANGLEY, 

TRANSPOIITCD  FOK  UIOHWAy  UOBBERY. 


Gilbert  Lanoley  w|w  born  of 
Roman  Catholic  parents  in  London, 
where  his  father  was  an  eminent 
goldsmith,  and  who  sent  his  son  to 
the  seat  of  his  grandfather  in  Der. 
bysbire  when  he  was  only  three 
years  of  age. 

Having  continued  in  this  situa- 
tion four  years,  his  mother's  anxiety 
induced  her  to  fetch  him  home  ; 
soon  after  which  he  was  entered  in 
the  school  of  the  Charterhouse, 
where  he  became  a  tolerably  good 
classical  scholar. 

The  father  now  wished  to  tend 
liis  son  abroad  for  farther  educa* 


town,  to  detect  any  persons  bring- 
ing in  contraband  liquors,  because 
the  merchants  of  the  place  paid  a 
large  duty  on  them,  which  duty 
was  annually  farmed  by  the  highest 
bidder. 

During  the  Christmas  holidays 
Langley  and  three  of  bis  school- 
fellows quitted  the  town,  to  p«cr- 
chase  a  small  quantity  of  brandy  at 
an  under  price ;  but  being  observed 
by  a  soldier,  who  saw  their  bottlet- 
filled,  he  informed  the  officers  of  the 
affair;  the  consequence  of  which 
was  that  the  young  gentlemen  were 
stopped,  and  the  liquor  found  hid 


tion,  and  that  be  might  not  fail  of    under  their  cassocks.    They  offered- 


being  brought  up  a  strict  Catholic : 
this  was  warmly  opposed  by  the 
mother,  through  tenderness  to  her 
child  ;  but  her  death  left  the  father 
to  act  as  he  pleased. 

The  prior  of  the  Benedictine  con. 
Tent  at  Douay  being  in  London, 
Langley's  father  agreed  for  hia 
board  and  educatioD,  and  com- 
mitted him  to  the  care  of  his  new 
guardian,  with  whom  he  proceeded 
to  Dover,  sailed  for  Calab,  and, 
having  travelled  thence  to  St  Omers, 
on  the  following  day  reached  Douay, 
where  young  Langley  was  examined 


money  for  their  release ;  but  It  was 
refused,  and  they  were  conducted 
to  the  house  of  the  farmer-generals 

At  the  instant  of  their  arrival 
two  Franciscan  friars,  sedng  them^ 
said  it  was  illegal  to  take  students 
before  the  civil  magistrates,  becaosa 
the  superior  of  their  own  college 
was  accountable  for  their  conduct* 

Hereupon  they  were  taken  home 
to  the  prior;  and  the  farmerage* 
neral  making  his  demand  of  the 
customary  fine,  the  prior  thought 
it  extravagant,  and  refused  to  piiy 
it:  but  at  length  the  matter  waa 


by  the  prior  and  fellows   of  the    settled  by  arbitration. 


college,  and  admitted  of  the  school. 
At  the  end  of  three  years  he 
became  a  tolerable  master  of  the 
French  language,  exclusive  of  his 
other    literary    acquirements ;    so 


In  the  Catholic  colleget  the  stu- 
dents lived  in  a  very  meagre  manner 
during  the  season  of  I^ent,  having 
little  to  subsist  on  but  bread  and 
sour  wine ;  a  circumstance  that  fre« 


that,  at  the  Christmas  following,  he    queutly  tempted  them   to  supply. 
was  chosen  king  of  the  class,  which    their  wants  by  acts  of  irregularity.* 


IS  a  distinction  bestowed  on  the 
best  of  the  scholars,  whose  business 
it  is  to  regulate  the  public  enter- 
tainments of  the  school. 

It  was  the  feustom  at  Douay  for 
officers  to  attend  at  the  gates  of  the 


At  this  season  Langley  and  five 
of  his  companions,  oppressed  by  the 
calls  of  hunger,  determined  to  make 
an  attack  on  the  kitchen  ;  but,  a4. 
the  instant  they  had  forced  open 
the  door,  they  were  overheard  by 


*  If  English  stadcnts,  out  of  their  own  money,  could  procure  Bnini«I  f#o<tj  they  vfight 
dmi  it ;  the  servatttt  of  the  ooUegc  preicniiDg  apt  t6  sas  the  kafkkg. 
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the  tervaats,  the  conseqaenoe  of 
which  was  that  manj  furious  blows 
were  exchanged  by  the  contending 
parties. 

On  the  following  daj  the  delin. 
quents  were  snmmoned  to  attend 
the  prior,  who  was  so  incensed  at 
this  outrage  against  the  good  order 
of  the  society,  that  he  declared  thej 
should  be  expelled  as  soon  as  a 
consistory  of  the  monks  could  be 
held. 

But,  when  the  consistory  asscm. 
bled,  they  resoWed  to  pardon  all 
the  offenders,  on  acknowledging 
their  faults,  and  prombing  not  to 
renew  them,  except  one,  named 
Brown,  who  had  twice  knocked 
down  the  shoemaker  of  the  college 
%eoBase  he  had  called  out  to  alarm 
tile  prior. 

The  young  gentlemen,  chagrined 
at  losing  their  associate,  determined 
to  lie  revenged  on  some  one  at  least 
of  the  servants  who  had  given  cvi* 
dence  against  them ;  and,  after  re* 
Tolfing  many  schemes,  they  deter- 
mined that  the  man  who  lighted  the 
fires  should  be  the  object  of  their 
Tengeance,  because  be  had  struck 
several  of  them  during  the  ren. 
eoonter. 

This  being  resolved  on,  they  dis. 
guised  themselves,  and  went  to  a 
wood-house  adjacent  to  the  college ; 
and,  being  pre? iously  provided  with 
rods,  they  waited  till  the  man  came 
with  his  wheelbarrow  to  fetch  wood, 
when  one  of  them,  going  behind 
blm,  threw  a  cloak  over  his  head, 
which  being  immediately  tied  round 
bis  neck,  the  rest  stripped  him,  and 
flogged  him  in  the  most  severe  man. 
ner;  while  he  called  for  assistance, 
Vut  in  vain,  our  heroes  having 
taken  previous  care  to  shut  the 
door  of  the  wood. house. 

The  flagellation  was  just  ended 

when  the  bell  rung  for  the  students 

to  attend   their  evening  exercise; 

on  which  they  left  the  unhappy 


victim  of  their  revenge,  and  repaired 
to  the  public  hall. 

Fn  the  mean  time  the  poor  saf- 
ferer  ran  into  the  cloisters,  ex- 
claiming *  Le  diable!  Lb  diabhsl* 
ai  if  he  really  thought  the  devil  had 
tormented  him  :  and  hence  he  ran 
to  the  kitchen,  where  he  recoaofted 
the  adventure  to  his  fellow-servaots, 
who  dressed  his  wounds,  carried 
him  to  bed,  and  gave  him  something 
to  nourish  him. 

A  suspicion  arising  that  the  stu- 
dents had  been  the  authors  of  this 
calamity  to  the  poor  fellow^  the 
servants  communicated  the  drcua- 
stances  of  it  to  the  prior,  who  pro- 
mised his  endeavours  to  find  ootand 
punish  the  delinquents,  and  with 
this  view  went  into  the  hall  with  a 
look  at  once  penetrating  and  in 
dignant :  but  the  young  gentlemen 
having  bound  themselves  to  secrecy 
by  an  oath,  no  discovery  could  be 
made. 

Young  Langley  baring  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  attenlioa  to 
literature  for  the  space  of  two 
years,  the  monks  began  to  consider 
him  as  one  who  would  make  a  va» 
luable  acquisition  to  their  society, 
for  which  reason  they  treated  him 
with  singular  respect,  and  at  length 
prevailed  upon  him  to  agree  to  en* 
icr  into  the  fraternity  if  his  father's 
consent  could  be  obtained. 

As  Langley  was  in  no  want  of 
money,  he  frequently  went  into  the 
town,  to  habituate  himself  to  the 
manners  of  the  people,  and  to  ob- 
serve their  customs.  One  day,  being 
a  holiday,  he,  and  one  of  his  schooU 
fellows  named  Meynel,  asked  the 
prior  permission  to  walk  on  the 
ramparts;  which  being  denied,  they 
went  out  without  leave,  and,  re- 
pairing to  a  tavern,  drank  wine  till 
they  were  intoxicated. 

In  this  condition  they  went  to 
the  ramparts,  where,  having  been 
tor  some  Ume  Ihfi  laughing-stock  of 
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tlie  company,  they  went  home  to 
bed.  Being  missed  at  eTening 
prayers,  some  of  the  other  ttudc-nU 
apologized  for  their  absence  by  say- 
ing they  were  ill,  atid  the  excuse 
was  fery  readily  admitted:  but  in 
a  few  days  afterwards  a  gentleman 
called  on  the  prior,  and  told  him 
what  a  ridiculous  figure  his  students 
had  made  on  the  ramparts. 

Incensed  at  this  ? iolation  of  their 
duty,  the  prior  sent  for  them  to  his 
chamber,  and  gave  orders  that  they 
should  be  flogged  with  great  sere- 
rity.  This  indignity  had  such  an 
efiect  on  the  mind  of  Langley  that 
he  grew  reserved  and  morose,  and 
would  have  declined  all  his  studies, 
but  that  one  of  the  monks,  called 
Father  Howard,  restored  him  to 
good  humour  by  his  indulgent  treat- 
ment, and  persuaded  him  to  pay  hit 
usual  attention  to  literature. 

Father  Howard's  considerate  con- 
duct bad  such  an  effect  on  Langley, 
that  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
time  with  that  gentleman,  who  in- 
structed him  in  the  principles  of 
logic,  and  was  about  to  initiate  him 
in  those  of  philosophy,  when  his 
lather  wrote  a  letter  requiring  him 
to  return  to  his  natiTe  country. 

The  society  being  unwilling  to 
lose  one  who  they  thought  would 
become  a  faluable  member,  the 
prior  wrote  to  England,  requesting 
that  the  youth  might  be  permitted 
to  complete  his  education ;  bat  the 
father  insbted  on  his  return. 

Hereupon  the  young  gentleman 
left  the  college,  and,  proceeding  by 
the  way  of  St  Omers,  reached 
Calais  in  two  days.  Aj  the  wind 
was  contrary,  it  was  some  days 
longer  before  the  company  em- 
barked for  England,  when,  instead 
of  patting  into  DoTer,  the  yessel 
came  round  to  the  Thames,  and  the 
passengers  were  limded  at  Graves- 
end. 

Lkttglty^  having  spent  all  his  mo* 


ney  at  Calais,  now  affected  an  air 
of  unconcern,  saying  that  he  had 
no  English  money  iii  his  posses- 
sion, from  his  having  been  to  long 
abroad  ;  on  which  one  of  the  com- 
pany lent  him  money,  and  on  the 
following  day  he  arrived  at  his 
father's  house  in  London. 

When  he  had  reposed  himself 
some  days  after  his  trarel,  the 
father  desired  him  to  make  choice 
of  some  profession ;  on  which  he 
mentioned  his  inclination  to  study 
physic  or  law  ;  but  the  old  gentle- 
man, who  had  no  good  opinion  of 
either  of  these  professions,  per- 
suaded him  to  follow  his  own  trade 
of  a  goldsmith. 

For  the  present,  however,  he 
was  placed  at  an  academy  in  Chan- 
cery Line,  that  he  might  be  in- 
structed in  those  branches  of  know- 
ledge requisite  for  a  tradesman ; 
but,  becoming  acquainted  with  some 
young  gentlemen  of  the  law,  be 
found  that  his  father's  allowance  of 
pocket-money  was  insuffieient  for 
hu  use ;  and,  being  unwilling  that 
his  new  acquaintance  should  think 
he  was  deficient  in  cash,  he  pur- 
loined small  sums  from  a  drawer  in 
his  father's  shop ;  and,  when  he  did 
not  find  any  money  there,  stole 
some  pieces  of  broken  gold,  which 
he  disposed  of  to  the  Jews. 

Mr.  Jjangley  having  sent  hb  son 
with  some  plate  to  the  house  of  a 
gentleman  in  Grosvenor  Square, 
tiie  youth  saw  a  very  beautlfal 
woman  go  into  a  shop  opposite  a 
public  honae;  on  which  he  went 
into  the  latter,  and,  inquiring  after 
her»  found  she  had  gone  to  her  own 
lodgings.  This  ascertained,  he  de- 
livered his  plate,  and  formed  a  re- 
solution of  visiting  the  lady  on  the 
Sunday  following. 

When  the  Sunday  came  the  old 
gentleman  went  out  to  smoke  hb 
pipe,  as  the  son  imagined,  at  an 
adjacent  public  house;  and  in  the 
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maaD  time  the  son  stole  teTen  pui- 
neas  from  three  difier^it  bagi,  that 
hu  father  might  not  discofer  the 
robbery,  and  immediately  repaired 
to  the  lodgings  of  the  lady  whom 
be  had  »een. 

From  her  lodgings  they  went  io 
a  tavern^  where  they  continued  till 
the  following  day,  hating  no  idea 
of  detection  :  but  it  happened  that 
Mr*  Langley,  senior,  instead  of 
going  to  the  public  house  as  asual, 
had  watched  the  son  to  the  tavern 
•bore  mentioned. 

On  the  following  day  the  father 
interrogated  the  youth  reipectiog 
hb  conduct,  and  particularly  asked 
where  he  had  been  the  day  before. 
The  young  fellow  said  he  had  been 
at  church,  where  he  met  with  some 
acquaintance,  who  pre?ailed  on  him 
to  go  to  the  tarem. 

The  father,  knowing  the  false* 
hood  of  his  tale,  corrected  his  son 
in  a  severe  manner,  and  forbade 
him  to  dine  at  his  table  till  his 
conduct  should  be  reformed.  Thus 
•obliged  to  associate  with  the  sor. 
yants,  young  Langley  became  soon 
too  intimate  with  the  kitchen-maid, 
•and  robbed  his  father  to  buy  such 
things  as  he  thought  would  be  ac« 
ceptable  to  her. 

Among  other  things,  he  pur- 
chased her  a  pair  of  shoes  laced 
"With  gold,  which  he  was  presenting 
to  her  in  the  parlour  at  the  icry 
moment  that  his  father  knocked  at 
the  door.  The  girl  instantly  quitted 
the  room;  and  the  old  gentleman 
interrogating  the  son  respecting  the 
shoes,  the  latter  averred  that  a 
lady,  who  said  she  had  bought 
them  in  the  neighborhood,  desired 
leave  to  deposit  them  at  their  house 
till  the  following  day. 

After  this  the  father  permitted 

the  son  to  dine  with  him  as  usual ; 

but  it  was  not  long  before  he  caught 

bim  in  too  intimate  a  connexion 

wilA   the  raaid-serrant  in  tbe  kit- 


chen ;  on  which  the  girl  was  dii. 
missed  from  her  service,  and  Mr. 
Langley  threatened  to  disinherit  his 
son  ooleu  he  would  reform  his 
conduct. 

A  middle-aged  woman  of  grave 
appearance  was  now  hired  u  a  ser- 
Tant;  but  the  evil  compUined  of 
was  far  from  being  cured,  as  an  in« 
tiroacy  between  her  and  tbe  young 
gentleman  was  soon  discovered  by 
the  father. 

It  was  not  long  after  the  tervant- 
girl  above  mmtloned  had  been  dis- 
charged  before  she  swore  herself 
pregnant  by  the  son,  on  which  he 
was  taken  into  custody  by  a  war- 
rant; the  consequence  of  which 
was  that  the  father  paid  ifteoi 
pounds  to  compromise  the  ifcir^ 
after  which  he  received  the  son  to 
his  favour,  and  forgave  all  the 
errors  of  his  former  conduct 

The  death  of  the  old  gentleman 
pat  his  son  in  possessioa  of  acoa« 
sidereble  fortune,  eidosive  of  a 
good  settled  trade ;  and  for  tbe  first 
year  he  applied  himself  so  closely 
to  business,  that  he  made  a  net 
profit  of  seven  hundred  pomds: 
but  he  did  not  long  continue  this 
course  of  industry ;  for,  having 
formerly  made  conneaions  with 
women  of  ill  fame,  particularly  in 
the  purlieus  of  Drury  Lane,  be 
now  renewed  his  visiU  to  those 
wretched  victims  to,  and  ponbhers 
of,  the  vices  of  men. 

A  man  of  genteel  appearanor, 
named  Gray^  having  oidered  pl4te 
of  Langley  to  the  amount  of  a 
hundred  pounds,  invited  hin  to  si 
tavern  to  drink.  In  the  coufie  of 
the  conversation  the  stranger  sii* 
he  had  dealt  with  his  late  father, 
and  would  introduce  him  to  a  tadf 
who  had  thirty  thousand  pounds 
to  her  fortune.  This  was  onlyt 
scheme  to  defraud  Langley,  vbe 
delivered  the  plate,  and  took  a 
drill f Of  ^^vokU)  fRiikTbitiitri> 
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Bartholomew  Close;  but,  when  he 
went  to  demand  pajrment,  the  fint- 
ner  was  removed. 

On  the  following  day  the  fint. 
ner't  wife  went  to  Langlej,  and 
informed  him  that  Graj  had  de- 
frauded her  husband  of  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds ;  and  Lang- 
ley,  being  of  a  humane  disposition, 
interested  himself  so  far  in  behalf 
of  the  unfortunate  man,  that  a  let- 
ter of  license  for  three  years  was 
granted  him  by  hb  creditors. 

Langley  now  took  out  an  action 
against  Gray,  but  was  not  able  to 
find  him ;  when  one  day  he  was 
accosted  by  a  man  in  Fleet  Street, 
who  asked  him  to  step  into  a  public 
hou^e,  and  he  would  tell  him  where 
he  should  meet  with  the  defrauder. 
Langley  complying  with  the  pro- 
posal, the  stranger  said  he  would 
produce  Gray  within  an  hour  if 
the  other  would  gire  him  a  guinea ; 
which  being  done,  the  stranger  went 
out,  but  returned  no  more. 

Exasperated  by  this  circumstance, 
which  seems  to  ha?e  been  a  con- 
trirance  of  Qne  of  6ray*s  accom- 
plices, Mr.  fjangley  employed  an 
attorney,  who  soon  fonnd  the  de- 
linquent, against  whom  an  action 
was  taken  out,  in  consequence  of 
which  he  was  confined  sereral  years 
in  the  Marshalsea. 

Langley  now  became  a  sports- 
man on  the  turf  at  Newmarket, 
under  the  instruction  of  a  vintner 
in  Holborn,  whose  niece  entered 
into  bis  service,  but  soon  fell  a  vic- 
tim to  his  unbounded  passion  for 
thesei. 

Langley  becoming  acquainted 
^ith  some  young  fellows  in  the 
Temple,  three  of  them,  and  four 
women  of  the  town,  went  with  him 
to  Greenwich,  where  they  gave  the 
ladies  the  slip,  and  took  a  boat  to 
London;  but  the  women,  pursuing 
them,  overtook  them  in  the  civer, 
and,  attempting  to  board  thdr  boat, 


afforded  great  diversion  to  the  spec- 
tators :  our  adventurers'  watermen, 
however,  rowing  hard,  they  reached 
the  Temple,  and  concealed  them- 
selves in  one  of  the  chambers  a  few 
minutes  before  the  ladies  landed. 

Soon  after  this  Langley  made  an« 
other  excursion  to  Greenwich  to  visit 
a  lady  and  gentleman,  who,  having  a 
remarkably  handsome  servant-maid, 
our  adventurer  found  means  to  se- 
duce her ;  the  consequence  of  which 
was  that  she  became  pregnant,  and 
made  repeated  applications  io  him 
for  support :  whereupon  he  gave 
her  a  considerable  sum  of  money, 
and  heard  no  more  of  her  from  that 
period. 

Thus  living  in  a  continual  round 
of  dissipation,  his  friends  recom- 
mended matrimony  as  the  most 
likely  step  to  reclaim  him ;  in  con- 
sequence of  whidi  he  married  a 
young  lady  named  Brown,  wlHi  a 
handsome  fortune. 

He  had  not  been  long  imarried 
before  he  determined  to  borrow  all 
the  cash  and  jewels  he  could,  and 
decamp  with  the  property.  As  h6 
had  the-  reputation  of  l>eing  in  am  pie 
circumstances,  he  fonnd  no  diffi- 
culty in  getting  credit  for  many 
articles  of  ralue,  with  which  he  and 
hiii  wife  embarked  for  Holland; 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  his  creditors 
took  out  a  comalsftioti  of  banki* 
ruptcy  against  him. 

When  Langley  came  to  Rotter- 
dam he  applied  to  the  States-Ge- 
neral for  protection,  in  apprehen- 
sion of  being  purtued  by  his  cre- 
ditors; but  the  States  not  being 
then  sitting,  thfc  creditors  made  ap- 
plication to  Lord  Chesterfield,  then 
ambassador  at  the  Hague,  which 
frustrated  his  intention. 

In  the  interim  his  creditors  fbund 
out  his  lodgings  In  a  village  near 
Rotterdam;  but  he  eluded  their 
search,  leafing  his  wifc^  with  foikr 
hundred  pounds,  !n  tli^  care  Of  a 
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frioid;  and  not  even  telling  her 
the  place  of  his  retreat,  to  prerent 
any  potsibility  of  a  discovery. 

After  ikolking  from  place  to 
place,  he  went  back  to  Rotterdam, 
and  surrendered  to  bb  creditors; 
hot  found  that  his  wife  was  gone 
with  an  English  captain  to  Ant- 
werp. On  bis  arrival  in  England 
he  was  examined  before  the  com- 
missionen,  and  treated  with  the 
customary  lenity. 


lence  of  the  old  servant  above 
tioned*  While  in  the  Compter  hs 
made  some  very  bad  oonnexieas; 
and,  being  concerned  with  some  ojf 
the  prisoners  in  an  attempt  to  cs* 
cape,  he  was  removed  to  Newgate, 
as  a  place  of  greater  security. 

While  in  this  prison  he  fell  ill  off 
a  dborder  which  threatened  his  life; 
whereupon  his  friends  discharged 
the  debt  for  which  he  had  been 
arrested,  and  removed  him  to  lodg- 


After  his  affairs  were  adjusted  he  ings,  where  he  soon  recovered  his 

sailed  to  Barbadoes,  where  he  soon  health. 

contracted  so  many  debts  that  he  Shortly  afterwards  he  got  recom« 

was  glad  to  take  his  passage  to  Port  mended  to  a  captain  in  the  Levant 

Royal,  in  Jamaica ;  end  soon  after  trade,  with  whom  he  wu  to  hafo 

his  arrival  there  he  went  to  visit  a  sailed ;  but  an  unhappy  attachment 

planter  at  some  distance,  who  would  to  a  woman  of  ill  fame  prevented 

have  engaged  him  as  his  clerk.  his  being  ready  to  make  the  voyage 

Langley  told  the  planter  that  he  Langley's  friends  were  chagrinhl 

owed  twenty  dollars  at  Port  Royal,  at  this  fresh  instance  of  his  impra* 

for  which  he  had  left  hb  chest  as  a  deoce ;  and  soon  afterwards  he  wu 

security.     The  gentleman  instantly  arrested,  and  carried  to  a  spunging- 

giving  him  the  money  to  redeem  it,  house,  where  he  aftemptel  to  dk* 


he  went  to  Port  Royal,  assumed 
the  name  of  Englefield,  embarked 
on  board  a  man  of  war  as  midship, 
man,  and  came  to  England,  where 
the  ship  was  paid  off  at  the  expira- 
tion of  six  months. 

On  his  arrival  in  London  he 
sent  for  a  man  who  had  formerly 
lived  with  his  father,  from  whom  he 
learnt  that  hb  creditors  had  not 
made  any  dividend  under  the  bank- 
ruptcy, and  were  engaged  in  a  law- 
suit respecting  a  part  of  the  pro- 


patch  himself  by  a  halter ;  but  the 
rope  breaking,  he  escaped  with  life. 
The  bailiff  and  hit  wife  happening 
to  be  now  absent,  and  only  two 
maid-servants  in  the  house,  Lsnglry 
made  them  both  drunk,  and,eiiect- 
ing  hb  escape,  crossed  the  water 
into  the  Borough,  where  he  worked 
some  time  with  a  col  our- grinder. 

Disgusted  at  a  life  attended  by 
so  much  labour,  he  contracted  with 
the  captain  of  a  Jamaica  ship,  who 
took  him  to  that  island  on  the  coo- 


perty.     This  faithful  old  servant  of    dition  of  selling  him  as  a  slave,  and, 


hb  father  told  him  that  hb  wife  had 
retired  to  the  north  of  England; 
and,  giving  him  money,  recom- 
mended it  to  him  to  lodge  privately 
in  Southwark. 

This  advice  he  followed,  and  kept 
himself  retired  for  some  time ;  but, 
passing  through  Cheapi»ide,  he  was 
arrested,  and  conducted  to  the 
Poultry  Compter,  where  he  con- 
iwued  many  montiuj  during  which 
^  WM8  ifupparted  by  the  benevo- 


on  his  arrival,  sold  him  to  Cokmcl 
Hill,  who  employed  him  to  educate 
his  children:  but  Langley,  soon 
running  from  his  employer,  went 
on  board  a  ship  bound  to  England: 
being  impressed  on  hb  arrival  in 
the  Downs,  he  was  put  on  board  a 
man  of  war,  and  carried  round  to 
Plymouth. 

Langley  and  another  man,  de- 
scrtiiig  from  the  ship,  strolled  to 
LondiA^  and  \qoV.  u^  ^heir  resi- 


KNAPP  ft  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATlS  CALENDAR.       4» 


dcnce  in  a  twopenny  lodging :  bot, 
as  Langley  now  found  no  friends 
to  support  him,  he  contracted  with 
one  of  those  persons  called  crimps, 
who  used  to  agree  with  unhappy 
people  to  go  as  slaves  to  the  colo- 
nies. His  contract  now  was  to  sail 
to  Pennsy iTania ;  but,  while  the  ship 
lay  in  the  Thames,  he  and  a  weaver 
from  Spitalfields  made  their  escape, 
and,  travelling  to  Canterbury,  pass, 
ed  themselves  as  Protestant  refugees. 

Going  hence  to  Dover,  they  em- 
barked  for  Calais ;  and,  after  some 
weeks*  residence  in  that  place, 
Langley  sailed  to  Lisbon,  where  he 
remained  only  a  short  time  before 
he  contracted  debts  which  obliged 
him  to  seek  another  residence,  and 
he  went  to  Malaga,  in  Spain. 

His  poverty  was  now  extreme ; 
and,  while  he  sat  melancholy  one 
day  by  the  sea.side,  some  priests 
asked  him  from  what  country  he 
came.  He  answeied,  in  Latin, 
<  From  England/ 

Hereupon  they  conducted  him  to 
a  convent,  relieved  his  distresses, 
and  then  began  to  instruct  him  in 
the  principles  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion.  Langley  disguised 
his  sentiments,  and,  after  being  ap- 
parently made  a  convert,  was  re- 
commended as  a  page  to  a  Spanish 
lady  of  distinction. 

In  this  situation  he  continued 
several  months;  but,  haung  an 
afiEair  of  gallantry  with  the  niece  to 
the  old  lady,  he  was  compelled  to 
make  a  precipitate  retreat  from  a 
window,  and  shelter  himself  in  the 
house  of  an  Irish  tailor,  who  pro- 
cured a  passage  for  him  to  Gibral- 
tar in  the  first  ship  that  sailed. 

On  his  arrival  at  Gibraltar  he 
would  have  entered  into  the  army  ; 
but  being  refused,  because  he  was 
not  tall  enough,  his  distress  com- 
pelled him  to  work  as  a  labourer 
in  repairing  the  barracks.  He  soon 
quitted  this  business,  and  officiated 
as  a  waiter  in  the  tennis-court  be- 


longing to  the  garrison ;  bnt.  it  being 
intimated  to  the  governor  that  he 
was  a  spy,  he  was  lodged  in  a  dun- 
geon, where  he  remained  more  than 
a  fortnight. 

On  obtaining  his  discharge  he 
embarked  on  board  a  Spanish  vessel 
bound  to  Barbery  with  com :  and, 
on  his  return  to  Spain,  applied  to 
the  monks  of  a  convent,  who  cha- 
ritiibly  relieved  him ;  and  the  prior 
agreed  to  take  him  a  voyage  to 
Santa  Cruz.  Having,  however,  no 
great  prospect  of  pecuniary  advan. 
tage  in  this  way  of  life,  he  went  to 
Oratava,  where  some  English  mer. 
chants  contributed  to  his  support; 
but  he  soon  sailed  to  Genoa,  as 
he  could  get  no  settled  employ  at 
Oratava. 

From  Genoa  the  vessel  sailed  to 
Cadiz ;  and  Langley,  being  now  ap. 
pointed  steward  to  the  captain,  in 
the  course  of  his  reading  some  let- 
ters found  one  directed  to  Messrs. 
Ryan  and  Mannock ;  and,  having 
been  a  schoolfellow  with  Mr.  Man. 
nock,  he  requested  the  captain's 
pemusion  to  go  on  shore,  and  was 
received  by  him  in  the  most  friendly 
manner :  he  offered  to  serve  him  in 
any  way  nithin  bis  power,  when 
Langley  said  that  what  he  wished 
was  a  discharge  from  his  present 
situation* 

Hereupon  Mannock  wrote  to  the 
captain,  desiring  him  to  pay  the 
steward,  and  discharge  him ;  bnt 
this  being  refused,  Langley  took  a 
lodging,  to  which  he  was  recom. 
mended  by  his  friend,  who  desired 
he  would  dine  daily  at  his  Ubie  till 
he  procured  a  passage  for  England. 
He  likewise  gave  him  money  and 
clothes,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  ap- 
pear in  the  character  of  a  gentle- 
man. 

Langley  behaved  with  great  re- 
gularity for  some  time;  but  the 
season  of  a  carnival  advancing,  be 
got  into  company  with  a  woman  of 
111  fame,  with  whom  he  spent  the 
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nfiig ;  ■ady  oa  hii  letm,  wm  He  wow  atde  aa  acqadiliM 

robbed  (if  bis  bat,  wig,  aad  a  book  with  oae  Hill,  a  yoaag  fdlew  who 

wbkb   be  bad  borrowed    of  bit  wae  la  wailar  dicaMUaeei ;  Md, 

ffiead.  iMviag  agteed  to  go  to  Fuk  tege. 

Oo  Ibe  following  day  Mr.  Maa.  tber,  (bcj  walked  at  Cw  ei  Dover; 

aock  saw  tbe  book  Ijing  at  a  sbop  bat,  oa  tbeir  arrifal,  iadhg  llal 

for  lale^  wbieb  cbagriaed  bim  so  aa  eabaifo  bad  beea  bad  on  all 

«acb  that  be  asked  Ijuiglej  for  it,  vesseb  in  tbe  port,  tbej  detenAsed 

wbo  (berenpoo  acknowledged  tbe  to  retara  to  Loa  Jon. 

wbole  affiur;  aad  Mr.  Maanock  Being  aowdesCitote  of  caib,tbef 

sapposing  the  womaa  was  prirj  to  dcaaoded  a  man's  moaef  ea  the 

tiw  robbery,  be  took  oat  a  war-  highway ;  bat,  on  his  saying  he  had 

rant  against  her ;  by  which  he  re-  not  any,  they  searched  hisi,aadtDek 

cofered  hit  book,  which  he  greatly  from   him  three  farthiogi,  wlkb 


they  threw  away  almost  m  soon 
This  matter  beatgadjnsted.Laag.    as  they  had  got  it:  for  this  offsass 


ley,  by  the  help  of  his  friend,  pro-  they  were  apprcbeaded  oa  the  i 

eared  a  passage  for  England  ;  bnt  day,  and,  bring  tried  at  tbe  aeit 

jnst  wbcsi  he  was  going  to  embark  asriies    for   Rent,   were  cqMly 

he  met  with  a  woman,  who  detained  convicted  ;  bat  the  sentence  wm        «^ 

bim  till  the  ship  had  sailed ;  oa  changed  to  transportation  for  seien 

which  be  took  a  boat,  and  passed  years. 

over  to  St  Locar,  where  he  went        Laagl^  was  transported  in  the 

on  board  aa  English  vessel,  which  month  of  December,  1740« 

brought  him  to  his  native  country.        This  man  appears  to  have  fidlsa 

On  his  arrival  In  London  he  the  Tictim  of  unrestrained  appetite 
found  that  hit  creditors,  nnder  tbe  and  an  aversion  to  honest  aidiislry. 
bankruptcy,  had  received  ten  shit.  That  bis  heart  was  not  whoHy  de- 
lings  in  the  pound,  which  gave  him  praved  we  may  charitably  infer 
reasoa  to  hope  that  he  should  have  from  his  treatment  of  tbe  uaisrta- 
a  sum  of  money  returned  to  him,  nate  vintner.  But  early  vteei  grew 
with  which  he  proposed  to  engage  up  in  him,  until  they  (as  is  corn- 
in  a  small  way  of  business ;  and  in  monly  the  case)  assumed  tbe  foieo 
that  Tiew  applied  to  his  wife's  mo-  of  habits ;  and  thus  a  lilb  whkft 
ther  for  her  assistance,  and  also  to  might  have  been  passed  bonoraUy 
inform  him  where  he  might  find  his  and  usefully,  and  by  conseqaMce 
wife ;  but  she  positively  refused  to  happily,  became  overwhelmed  with 
comply  with  either  request.  wretch^oess   and  ultimate   ign^* 

Langley  now  gave  himself  up  to  miny.     It  is  to  be  regretted  thsthb 

despair,  associated  with  the  worst  mother-in-law  refused  to  beffieai 

of  company,  and,  though  he  had  him  on  his  last  arrival  in  England, 

some    money    left    him     at    this  Had  she  done  so,  hb  sad  exp^rieoee 

juncture,  he  dissipated  the  whole  might  possibly  have  preserved  him 

in  the  most  extravagant  manner.  from  futorc  dishonesty  and  shame. 

CAPTAIN  HENRY  SMYTHEE, 

EXECUTED  FOR  MUEDEB. 

Mh.  Smythee's  father,  having  was  a  youth  qualified  by  nature  and 

^f^a  for  tBBajr  jeMtn  commander  of  education  to  cut  a  capital  figure  in 

'  »Up  ia  tbe  merchaot   service,  any  viiiVL  ot  \VLa. 
^^iMfgfaed  in  fmrour  ot  bk  son,  who        Xttet  Via  \aii  maj^aicnxi^^- 


\ 
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Bges  a  ttonn  oUiged  him  to  pot 
into  the  harboifr  of  Poole,  Id  Dor. 
setshire,  where  he  saw  a  yonog 
lady,  the  daughter  of  a  merchant, 
to  whom  he  paid  his  addresses,  and 
was  in  a  short  time  married.  His 
wife's  father  dying  soon  after  their 
marriage,  Mr.  Smythee  declined 
going  any  longer  to  sea,  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business,  and  em- 
ployed his  leisure  hours  in  rural  di- 
versions. 

One  day,  when  out  with  his 
gun,  he  wandered  so  far  from  home 
that  he  lost  his  way;  and,  being 
Tery  hungry,  strolled  to  a  cottage 
kept  by  a  poor  widower,  oamad 
Ralph  Mew,  who  had  an  only 
daughter,  equally  distinguished  by 
the  elegance  of  her  form  and  the 
simplicity  of  her  manners. 

Mr.  Smythee  requested  the farour 
of  some  food ;  but  the  countryman, 
suspecting  ihat  he  meant  to  take 
some  undue  advantage  of  him,  told 
him'  he  might  be  supplied  at  a  public 
house  a  mile  distant.  Smythee,  to 
convince  the  countryman  that  he 
was  no  impostor,  showed  him  a 
diamond  ring,  a  purse  of  gold,  and 
his  watch ;  on  which  he  was  asked 
to  sit  down ;  and  Jane  Mew,  the 
daughter, f  ried  some  bacon  and 
eggs  for  him,  while  her  father  drew 
some  of  his  best  ale. 

After  the  repast  he  recounted 
several  of  his  adventures  in  foreign 
parts;  but  in  the  mean  time,  re- 
garding the  daughter  with  an  eye 
of  desire,  and  being  struck  with 
her  superior  charms,  he  resolved,  if 
possible,  to  get  possession  of  her. 

On  his  quitting  the  house  the 
old  man  told  him  that,  if  he  caitae 
that  way  another  time,  he  should  be 
welcome  to  any  thing  in  his  cottage, 
except  his  daughter.  On  the  fol- 
lowing  day  he  went  to  the  cottage, 
and  gave  the  old  man  a  tortoise- 
shell  jDuff-boi,  as  a  compliment 
for  hu  hospitable  behavioar  the 
day  before. 


The  old  cottager  going  out,  Mr.. 
Smythee  paid  his  warmest  addresses 
to  the  daughter,  to  whom  he  pre- 
sented some  jewels:  but  she  ao 
sooner  suspected  his  design  than  she 
said,  ^  Is  it  thus,  sir,  yoo  make 
returns  for  my  father's  bospitalitj 
and  my  civility  ?  And  can  you  be 
such  a  wretch  as  to  .think  that  my 
poverty  will  make  me  guilty  of  a 
dishonorable  action  ?' 

Saying  this,  she  rejected  his  pra^ 
sents  with  contempt ;  while  he,  ap^ 
parently  struck  with  thtf  forod  of 
what  she  had  urged,  remained  s6ma 
time  speechless,  and  then  attribntad 
his  conduct  to  the  violence  of  hu 
passion,  offering  to  make  bcf  .all 
the  satisfaction  in  his  power  by 
marriage. 

The  girl  acquainting  her  father 
with  what  had  passed,  Mr.  Smythee 
was  permitted  to  pay  his  addresses 
in  an  honorable  way:  but  such 
was  his  artifice  and  villainy,  that 
his  solemn  vows  of  marriage  soon 
prevailed  over  the  too-credulooS 
girl,  and  her  ruin  was  the  conse« 
quence. 

When  the  father  found  that  his 
daughter  was  pregnant  he  died 
with  grief,  leaving  the  unhappy  girl 
a  prey  to  the  poignant  sorrows  of 
her  own  mind.  Distressed  as  she 
was,  she  wrote  to  her  seducer ;  baft 
he  taking  no  notice  of  her  letter^ 
she  went  to  Poole,  and,  being  dU 
rected  to  his  house,  the  door  was 
opened  by  Mrs.. Smythee,  who  de« 
manded  her  biisiness,  and  said  shef 
was  the  wife  of  the  person  inquired 
for.  The  poor  girl  was  so  shocked, 
to  find  that  Mr.  Smythee  had  a  wtfe^ 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  she  waft 
kept  from 'fainting. 

When  somewhat  recovered,  shtt* 
said  that  she  was  with  child  by  Mr. 
Smythee,  who  had  seduced  her  nnn 
der  promise  of  ■anisge*  Shvki 
npon  the  wife  oeosnred  her:  ooii^ 
duct  with  nnrensoiMble  seferlly, 
and  tfanalen^  that  she  shonld  Im 
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lodged  in  prifon  if  the  did  not  im- 
mediately quit  the  towo. 

Leaviog  the  house,  the  unhappy 
creature  fainted  in  the  street,  and 
was  toon  surrounded  by  a  number 
of  females,  who  insulted  her  with 
erery  term  of  reproach. 

When  she  recotered  her  senses 
she  went  to  a  public  house,  where 
she  intended  to  hare  lodged;  but 
the  landlady  threatening  to  send 
for  the  beadle,  she  was  obliged  to 
qnit  the  house. 

In  the  interim  Mr.  Smy  thee  came 
to  his  own  house,  and,  after  being 
compelled  to  listen  to  the  reproaches 
of  his  wife  on  the  infidelity  of  hb 
conduct,  he  went  out,  and  desired 
a  person  to  call  on  the  young  wo- 
man, and  appoint  her  to  meet  him 
at  a  place  without  the  town. 

The  unfortunate  girl  met  him  ac 
cordingly.  What  passed  between 
them  it  is  impossible  to  know  ;  but 
on  the  following  day  she  was  found 
with  her  throat  cut,  and  a  bloody 
knife  lying  by  her.  Smy  thee  ab. 
sconding,  it  was  generally  supposed 
that  he  had  been  the  murderer; 
and,  on  his  return  to  Poole  about 
a  month  afterwards,  he  was  taken 
into  custody,  and  lodged  in  the 
county  gaol. 

In  his  defence,  at  his  trial,  he 
urged  that  the  reason  of  his  absence 
from  his  family  was  a  quarrel  with 
his  wife,  in  consequence  of  the  un- 
happy discovery  that  had  been  made 
by  the  deceased :  but,  as  he  could 
bring  no  proof  of  his  being  absent 
from  the  spot  when  the  murder  was 
committed,  no  doubt  remained  of 
his  guilt :  he  was  therefore  capitally 
conricted,  and  sentenced  to  die. 

After  conriction  he  was  risited 

by  sereral  clergymen,  who  eierted 

themseWes  to  impress  him  with  a 

due  sense  of  his  awful  situation. 

He  freely  acknowledged  the  great 

gniit  he  hstd  incurred  in  the  seduc- 

tloa  of  the  unhappy  girl ;  but  stea^ 

4^/r  denied  being  guilty  of  the  mur- 


der to  the  last  mejneot  of  hb  Mfo. 
As  the  period  for*  its  terminatiaa 
adfanced  he  became  still  more  re- 
signed,  acknowledged  the  maay 
errors  of  his  life,  and  confesnd 
himself  worthy  to  undergo  the  ri- 
gour  of  the  law. 

He  walked  to  the  place  of  eie- 
cution  amidst  an  immense  sur. 
rounding  multitude,  and,  hating 
ascended  the  cart,  addrmsed  the 
populace,  ad  rising  them  to  refrain 
from  yielding  to  the  first  inpalses 
of  temptation,  as  they  would  wish 
to  be  preserved  from  the  rioUtlaa 
of  the  Dirine  laws.  After  the  asaal 
derotions,  he  drew  his  cap  oter  his 
face,  and  saying,  *  To  thee,  O  Lord, 
1  resign  my  soul,'  he  was  humehed 
into  eiemity  at  Dorchester,  oa  the 
12th  of  April,  1741. 

Thus  ended  the  life  of  a  aun 
who  might  hare  lifed  happy  In 
himself,  and  an  useful  member  of 
society;  but  his  submission  to  an 
ungenerous  passion  rendered  him 
obnoxious  to  the  violated  laws  of 
God  and  his  country,  and  finally 
brought  him  to  condign  and  exem- 
plary punishment. 

It  does  not  clearly  appear,  from 
the  narrative  before  us,  whether 
Mr.  Smy  thee  was  or  was  not  guilty 
of  the  murder  for  which  hesuffered ; 
but  the  presumptions  are  very  strong 
against  him.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
there  is  nothing  uncharitable  in  ay- 
ing  that  the  man  who  has  been  deli- 
berately guilty  of  the  wilful  sedac 
tion  of  a  harmless  woman  caouot 
be  punished  too  severely,  even  by 
an  exertion  of  the  utmost  rigour  of 
the  law. 

Character  is  dearer  to  a  wonao 
than  life ;  and  it  is  a  pity  we  have 
not  a  statute  to  punish  the  seducer 
as  a  murderer.  In  the  mean  tisse, 
however,  he  is  acutely  afflicted  bj 
the  tormenting  pangs  of  his  guilty 
conscience,  which  must  severely  rc- 
ptobai^  Yv\  CQiid^ct^  and  raise  a 


r 
i 


KNA.P1'  k  UAI.UWIN'i  NKWGATG  CALRNOAft.       439 


KXICUTED  tl 

SihJour  DiNELvGooDBKeiac- 
ceedcd  hit  father,  Sir  Edward,  in 
the  pMieuion  of  an  eilale  of  three 
thauund  poundt  a  year,  liluatnl 
near  Eieiham,  in  Worcettcnhire. 

Hi)  braiher  Samuel,  the  lubject 
of  tbti  narratWe,  wat  bred  to  (be 
tea.  aad  adianced  to  the  raak  of 
captain  of  a  man  of  war. 

Sir  John  married  the  daughter 
of  a  merrliant,  and  recelred  twenty 
thouiand  poundi  ai  a  marriage  por-  _ 
tton  ;  but  mutual  unhappineia  wai 
the  conirquence  of  thii  connexion  : 
the  hntband  wai  bmlal  in  bii  man- 
nen,  and  the  wife,  perhapi,  not 
tlrlctlf  obiemnt  of  the  Mcred  row 
■ho  bad  taken;  for. the  waa  too 
often  tiiitad  hj  Sr  Robert  Jaiea  ; 
and,  after  frequent  recriminations 
IMwwn  tilt  narrtfd  pair,  Sir  John 


iR  MDKDKR. 

brought  an  action  in  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  for  criminal  confer. 
laiion,  and  Gto  hundred  poundi 
damagei  were  awarded  by  tt^e  jurj. 

Sir  Jofan'i  next  itep  wu  to  in- 
dict hi«  lady  for  a  conspiracy ;  and, 
a  coniiclion  following,  she  wm 
fined,  and  impriioned  one  year  in 
the  King's  Bench.  Hetilcewliepe- 
titioRcd  for  a  dirorce ;  but  (he  mat* 
ter  being  heard  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  his  petition  wa*  thrown  out. 

Sir  John  harlng  no  children, 
Ca|)tain  Samuel  Goodere  formed 
Tvry  Mnguine  expectations  of  pos- 
sessing (he  estate ;  but,  finding  that 
the  brother  had  docked  the  entail 
in  faTour  of  hit  sister's  children, 
the  captain  sought  the  molt  dialM>. 
Ileal  meaiH  of  remi(efor  IbttKp* 
posed  Injary. 
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While  the  capbin*f  Tewel  Uj  to 
the  port  of  Brbtol,  Sir  John  went 
to  that  citf  on  bnsineu ;  and,  being 
engaged  to  dine  with  an  attorney, 
named  Smith,  the  captain  prevailed 
on  the  Utter  to  permit  him  to  make 
one  of  their  company,  under  pre- 
tence of  being  reconciled  to  his  bro- 
ther: Mr.Smith  consented,aod,uiing 
his  good  oflkes  to  accommodate  the 
difference,  a  lincere  reconciliation 
appeared  to  hare  taken  place. 

This  Tiiit  was  made  on  the  10th 
of  January,  1741 9  and  (he  captain, 
haTing  prerionsly  concerted  his 
measures,  brought  tome  sailors  on 
shore  with  him,  and  left  them  at  a 
public  house,  in  waiting  to  seize  the 
baronet  in  theerening. 

Accordingly,  when  the  company 
broke  up.  Captain  Goodcrc  at- 
tended his  brother  through  the 
streetS)  and.  when  they  came  oppo- 
'  site  the  pnoUc  house,  the  seamen 
ran  out,  seized  Sir  John,  and  con. 
Teyed  him  to  a  boat  that  had  been 
appointed  to  wait  for  his  reception. 

Some  persons  who  were  witnesses 
to  this  outrage  would  hare  rescued 
the  unfortunate  gentleman  ;  but  the 
captain  telling  them  that  he  was  a 
deserter,  and  the  darkness  of  the 
evening  prerenting  them  from  judg. 
ing  the  contrary  by  his  appearance, 
this  violation  of  the  law  was  per- 
mitted to  pass  unobstructed. 

As  soon  as  the  devoted  victim  was 
in  the  boat,  he  said  to  his  brother, 
^  I  know  you  hare  an  intention  to 
murder  me ;  and,  if  you  are  ready  to 
do  it,  let  me  beg  that  it  may  be 
done  here,  without  giving  yourself 
the  trouble  to  take  me  on  board  :' 
to  which  the  captain  said,  *  No, 
brother,  I  am  going  to  peventyour 
rotting  on  land;  but,  howerer,  I 
would  have  you  make  your  peace 
with  God  thb  night' 

Sir  John,  being  put  on  board/ap- 
plied  to  the  seamen  for  help  :  but 
itecupUin  pot  a  stop  to  any  efforts 


they  might  ham  made  to  assist 
by  saying  he  was  a  lunatic,  sad 
brought  on  board  to  praveot 
committing  an  act  of  suicide* 

White  and  Mahony  now 
veyed  him  to  the  parser's  eabiii, 
which  the  captain  guarded  with  a 
drawn  sword,  while  the  other  vii. 
laius  attempted  to  strangle  him  with 
a  handkerchief  which  they  fonod 
in  his  pocket,  the  wretched  victim 
crying  out  <  Marder!'  and  beseech, 
ing  them  not  to  kill  him,  offering 
all  he  possessed  as  a  compensation 
for  his  life. 

As  they  could  not  strsngle  him 
with  the  handkerchief,  the  captain 
gave  them  a  cord,  with  which  Ma- 
hony dispatched  him,  while  White 
held  his  hinds,  and  trod  on  hii 
stomach.  The  captain  now  retired 
to  his  cabin  ;  and,  the  murder  being 
committed,  the  perpetiaton  of  it 
went  to  him,  and  toM  him  <  the 
job  was  done ;'  on  which  he  gave 
them  money,  and  bade  them  seek 
their  safety  in  flight. 

The  attorney  with  whom  the  bro- 
thers had  dined  having  heard  of  the 
commission  of  a  murder,  and  know, 
ing  of  the  former  animosity  of  the 
captain  to  his  brother,  immediatelj 
conjectured  who  it  was  that  had 
fallen  a  sacriOce ;  on  which  he  went 
to  the  mayor  of  Bristol,  who  issaed 
his  warrant  to  the  water-bailiff,  and 
he,  going  on  board,  found  that  the 
lieutenant  and  cooper  had  prndentlj 
confined  the  captain  to  his  cabin. 

The  offender,  being  brought  on 
shore,  was  committed  to  Newgale ; 
and  Mahony  and  White,  bsing 
taken  in  a  few  hours  afterwaids, 
were  lodged  in  the  same  prison. 

At  the  sessions  held  at  Bristol 
on  the  26th  of  March,  1741,  these 
offenders  were  brought  to  trial; 
and,  being  convicted  on  the  fallat 
evidence,  received  sentence  of 
death. 

After  conviction,  Mahony  be- 


RNAPl^  &  BV^DWlN's  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.        485 


bated  in  the  most  hardened  manner 
imaginable ;  and,  wlien  Uie  gaolers 
vere  putting  irons  on  him,  said  he 
should  not  regard  dying  on  the  fol- 
lowing daj,  if  he  could  be  attended 
by  a  priest,  to  whom  he  might  con. 
fess  his  iins.  This  man  and  White 
were  both  Irishmen,  and  Roman 

.Catholics. 

Captain  Goodere'i  time,  after 
cooYiction,  was  spent  chiefly  in 
writing  letters  to  persons  of  rank, 
to  make  interest  to  save  his  life ; 
and  hb  wife  and  daughter  presented 
a  petition  to  the  king  :  but  all  en- 
deavours  of  this  kind  proving  inef- 
fcctual,  he  employed  a  man  to  hire 
some  colliers  to  rescue  him  on  his 
way  to  the  fatal  tree ;  which  dr. 
cjimstance  transpiring,  the  sheriff 
took  care  to  have  a  proper  guard 
to  carry  the  law  into  effectual  cie- 

CQtiOO* 


Capt.  Goodere's  wife  and  daugh- 
ter, dressed  in  deep  mourning,  took 
a  solemn  leave  of  him  on  the  day 
before  his  death.  He  went  in  a 
mouming-coach  to  the  place  of  ez^ 
ecutioo,  to  which  his  accomplices 
were  conveyed  in  a  cart. 

They  were  hanged  near  the  Hot 
Wells,  Bristol,  on  the  %Oth  of 
April,  1741,  within  view  of  the 
place  where  the  ship  lay  when  the 
murder  was  committed. 

Along  with  them  suffered  a  wo- 
man, named  Jane  Williams  (for  the 
murder  of  her  bastard  child),  who 
had  been  brought  up  in  such  a 
wretched  statc'of  ignorance,  that  she 
knew  not,  until  instructed  by  the 
clergyman  who  attended  her  dying 
moments,  that  there  is  a  God  : — 

'And  that  there  is,  all  Nature  cries  aloud.' 


JAMES  HALL, 

EXECUTED  FOR  MURDER. 


This  malefactor  appears  to  have 
been  descended  of  honest  parents, 
at  Wells,  in  Somersetshire,  who 
gave  him  such  an  education  as 
might  qualify  him  for  any  ordinary 
rank  of  life. 

Being  nnwilling  to  remain  in  the 
country,  he  came  to  London,  and 
lived  some  time  with  a  com-chan. 
dler ;  and,  after  a  continuation  in 
this  service,  he  marned,  and  had 
several  children :  but,   not  living 
happily  with  his  wife,  articles  of  se- 
paration   were    executed  between 
them.    After  this  he  married  an- 
other woman^  by  whom  he  had  one 
child,  and  who  visited  him  after  his 
being  in  custody  for  the  murder. 
At  the  sessions  held  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  in  August,  1741,  he  was 
indicted  for  the  mnrder  of  John 
Peqny,  gentleman,  and,  pleading 
guilty,  received  sentence  of  death. 
Mr.  Penny  had  chambers'  in  Cle- 


ment's Inn,  and  Hall  had  live^ 
with  him  seven  years  before  he  com- 
mitted the  murder;  nor  had  ^ 
formed  any  design  of  being  guilty 
of  that  horrid  deed  till  within  about 
a  month  of  its  perpetration :  but, 
having  kept  more  company  than 
his  circumstances  could  afford,  he 
had  involved  himself  in  difficulties^ 
which  made  him  resolve  to  mnrder 
and  rob  his  master. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  1741,  he  in- 
toxicated  himself  with  liquor,  and 
then  determined  to  carry  hb  design 
into  execution.  Mr.  Penny  coming 
home  between  eleven  and  twelve  at 
nighty  Hall  usisted  in  undressing 
him  in  the  dining-room ;  and,  while 
he  was  walking  towards  the  bed, 
the  villain  followed  him  with  a  stick^ 
which  he  had  concealed  for  the  por- 
posoy  and  struck  him  with  su^ 
force  that  he  ncTcr  spoke  after, 
wards ;  continuing  his  blows  on  Ae 
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head  (ill  Che  sufferer  was  apparently 
dead. 

Willing,  however,  to  be  certain 
of  completing  the  horrid  tragedy, 
and  to  avoid  detection,  he  went  Into 
the  dining-room,  and,  stripping 
himself  naked,  took  a  small  fruit, 
knife  belonging  to  his  master,  and, 
retarning  to  the  chamber,  cut  his 
throat  with  it,  holding  his  neck 
over  the  chamber-pot.  Mr». Penny 
bled  Tcry  freely  ;  for,  when  the 
blood  was  miicd  with  a  small  quan- 
tity of  water,  it  almost  tilled  the  pot 
fife  times;  and  three  of  the  pots, 
thus  miied,  the  murderer  threw  In- 
to the  ftink,  and  two  into  the  coal- 
hole, lie  then  took  his  master's 
waistcoat,  which  was  lined  with  duf. 
fil,  and  bound  it  round  his  neck, 
to  suck  up  the  remainder  of  the 
blood. 

Thi.t  being  done,  he  took  the  l>ody 
on  his  shouldiTS,  carried  it  to  the 
necessary,  and  threw  it  in  head« 
foremost ;  then  flying  back  imme- 
diately to  the  chambers,  under  the 
most  dreadful  apprehensions  of 
mind,  he  took  his  master's  coat, 
bloody  shirt,  the  stick  that  he  had 
knocked  him  down  with,  and  some 
rags  which  he  had  used  in  wiping 
up  the  blood,  and,  running  a  second 
time  naked  to  the  necessary-house, 
threw  them  in  at  a  hole  on  the  op- 
posite  side  of  it. 

The  body  being  thus  disposed  of, 
he  stole  about  thirty-six  guineas 
from  his  master's  pocket  and  writ, 
ing.devk ;  and  such  was  the  con- 
fusion of  his  mind,  that  he  likewise 
took  some  franks,  sealing-wax,  and 
other  articles  for  which  he  had  no 
use,  employing  the  remainder  of  the 
night  in  washing  and  rubbing  the 
rooms  with  cloths ;  but,  finding  it 
no  easy  matter  to  get  out  the  blood, 
he  sent  for  the  laundress  in  the 
morning  to  wash  them  again,  telling 
bar  that  his  master's  nose  had  bled 
orer-aight 


On  the  following  day  the  gailty 
wretch  strolled  from  place  to  plaee^ 
unable  to  find  rest  for  a  moiacar 
any  where ;  and  all  his  thoughts 
being  engaged  in  concealing  the 
murder,  which  he  hoped  was  eiSsc^ 
tually  done,  from  the  plaee  where 
he  had  secreted  the  body. 

On  the  Friday  following,  he 
went  to  Mr.  Wooton,  his  master's 
nephew,  on  a  pretence  of  inquiring 
for  Mr.  Penny,  who,  be  said,  had 
quitted  thio  chambers  two  days  be- 
fore, and  gone  somewhere  by  water; 
so  that  he  was  afrdid  some  acddait 
had  happened  to  him. 

Mr.  Wooton  was  so  particilar 
in  his  inquiries  after  bis  uncle  that' 
Hall  was  exceedingly  terrified  at  bit 
questions,  and  knew  not  what  an- 
SMcr  to  make  to  them.  After  this 
the  criminal  went  twice  eveiy  day 
to  Mr.  Wooton,  to  inquire  after  hia 
master,  for  ten  days,  living  all  the 
while  in  a  torment  of  mind  that  it 
not  to  be  described. 

So  wretched  was  he,  that,  find- 
ing it  impossible  to  sleep  in  the 
chambers,  he  got  his  wife  to  come 
and  be  with  him,  and  they  lay  in 
Mr.  Penny's  bed  ;  but  still  slee|v 
was  a  stranger  to  him. 

At  length  Mr.  Wooton  had  Halt 
taken  into  custody,  on  a  violent 
suspicion  that  he  had  murdered  his 
uncle.  On  his  first  examination  be- 
fore  a  magistrate,  he  steadily 
avowed  his  innocence ;  but,  being 
committed  to  Newgate,  he  attempt- 
ed an  escape  :  this,  however,  wu 
prevented  ;  and,  a  few  days  after- 
wards, he  confessed  his  guilt  before 
some  relations  of  the  deceased. 

We  have  already  mentioned  that 
he  pleaded  guilty  on  his  trial ;  and 
haTenow  to  add  that,  after  sentence 
was  passed  on  him,  he  was  exceed- 
ingly contrite  and  penitent,  and 
confessed  his  guilt  in  letters  to  bis 
friends. 

On  the  day  before  his  death  he 
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received  the  Mcrament  with  all  ap. 
parentsigns  of  that  penitence  which 
was  neccssarj  to  prepare  him  for 
the  dreadful  scene  that  lay  before 
him. 

He  was  hanged  at  the  end  of  Ca- 
therine Street,  in  the  Strand,  Sept. 
16,  1741,  and  his  body  afterwards 
hung  in  chains  at  Shepherd's  Bush, 
three  miles  beyond  Tyburn  turn, 
pike,  on  the  road  to  Acton. 

The  following  Is  a  letter  which 
this  malefactor  wrote  to  his  wife 
the  night  preceding  the  eiecution: 

^  Twelf e  o'clock,  Sunday  night. 
*  My  Dear, 

^  I  am  fcry  sorry  we  could  not 
hare  the  liberty  of  a  little  time  by 
ourselves  when  you  came  to  take 
your  leave  of  me;  if  we  had,  I 
should  have  thought  of  many  more 
things  to  have  said  to  you  than  I  did ; 
but  (hen  I  fear  it  would  have  caused 
more  grief  at  our  parting.  I  am 
greatly  concerned  that  I  am  obliged 
to  leave  you  and  my  child,  and, 
much  more,  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
give  the  world  room  to  reflect  upon 
you  on  my  account ;  though  none 
but  the  ignorant  will,  but  rather 
pity  your  misfortunes,  as  being  fully 
satisfied  of  your  innocency  in  all  re- 
spects  relating  to  the  crime  for 
which  I  am  in  a  few  hours  to 
suffer. 

^  1  now  heartily  wi^h,  not  only 


for  my  own  sake,  but  the  injured 
person's,  your's,  and  my  child's, 
that  I  was  as  innocent  as  you  are, 
but  freely  own  I  am  not,  nor  pos- 
sibly  can  be  in  this  world  ;  yet  I 
humbly  hope,  and  fully  trust, 
through  God's  great  mercy,  and  the 
merits  of  my  blessed  Saviour,  Jesus 
Christ,  to  be  happy  in  the  next. 

*  After  I  parted  with  you  1  re- 
reived  (he  holy  sacrament  comfort* 
ably,  which  Mr.  Broughton  was  so 
good  as  to  administer  to  me,  who 
has  also  several  times  before  taken  a 
great  deal  of  pains  to  instruct  me, 
aud  so  have  some  others  of  his  ac- 
quaintance, by  whose  assistance, 
and  my  own  endcavoors,  I  hope  God 
will  pardon  all  my  sins  for  Christ's 
sake,  and  admit  me  into  his  heavenly 
kingdom. 

^My  dear,  some  of  my  latest 
prayers  will  be  to  Grod,  to  direct 
and  prosper  you  and  my  child  in  all 
good  ways,  so  long  as  he  pleases  to 
let  you  live  here  on  earth ;  that  af- 
terwards he  may  receive  you  both 
to  his  mercies  to  all  eternity.  I 
hope  1  shall  willingly  submit  to  my 
fate,  and  die  in  peace  with  all  men» 
This  is  now  all  the  comfort  I  can 
give  you  in  (bis  world,  who  living 
was,  and  dying  hope  to  remain, 
^  Your  loving  and  most 
affectionate  husband, 

^  Jamls  Hali./ 


HENRV  COOK, 

KYKCUTEO  FOR  HIGHWAY  ROBBERY. 


This  man  was  the  son  of  credit, 
able  parents  in  Hoandsditch ;  and, 
having  received  a  decent  education, 
was  apprenticed  to  a  leather.cutter, 
with  whom  he  served  his  time,  and 
then  his  father  took  the  shop  of  a 
shoemaker  at  Stratford,  in  Essex, 
in  which  he  placed  his  son. 

Having  some  knowledge  of  (he 
shoemaking  business,  he  was  soon 
well '  established,    and    married    a 


young  woman  atStralford.  by  whom 
he  had  three  children  before  he 
commenced  high^^ayman. 

However,  it  was  not  lung  after 
his  marriage  before  the  as>ocia(ing 
with  bad  company,  and  the  neglect 
of  his  business,  involved  him  so  far 
in  debti  that  he  was  obliged  to  quit 
his  house,  in  apprchcusitKi  of  iho 
bailiffs. 

Ha    was    afterwards    compelled 
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wholly  to  decline  bosiness;  and, 
Iwtiog  taken  up  goodi  in  the  name 
of  bis  father,  he  was  ashamed  to 
make  application  to  him  for  relief 
in  his  distress. 

Among  the  idle  acquaintance  that 
Cook  had  made  at  Stratford  was  an 
apothecary,  named  Young,,  who 
was  concerned  with  him  in  robbing 
gardens  and  fish,  ponds,  and  in  ste aU 
Ing  poultry.  The  persons  robbed 
offered  a  reward  for  apprehending 
the  offenders;  and  Cook  hating 
been  known  to  sell  fowls  at  Lead, 
enhali  market^  a  warrant  was  grant, 
cd  to  take  him  into  custody  ;  but, 
haling  notice  of  it,  he  concealed 
himself  two  months  at  the  house  of 
a  relation,  at  Grays,  in  Essex. 

During  this  retreat  it  was  deter, 
mined  not  to  execute  the  warrant ; 
but  Cook  learning  that  a  bailiff  at 
Stratford  had  towed  to  arrest  him 
If  lie  could  be  found,  he  sent  the 
officer  a  letter,  adtbing  him  to  con. 
suit  his  own  safety,  for  he  would 
blow  his  brains  out  if  he  should 
meet  him. 

This  threat  effectually  intimidated 
the  bailiff;  and  Cook,  hating  dis. 
sipatcd  all  his  cash,  went  to  Strat. 
ford,  where  he  found  a  man  so  ioti. 
mate  with  his  wife,  that  he  became 
enraged  in  the  highest  degree,  and, 
taking  set eral  articles  of  furniture 
with  him,  he  went  to  London  and 
sold  them. 

This  being  done,  he  went  to  the 
house  of  a  relation  in  Sboreditch, 
where  he  was  treated  with  citility 
while  his  money  lasted ;  but,  when 
that  was  nearly  gone,  there  was  no 
farther  appearance  of  friendship  ; 
and,  being  now  driten  to  extremity, 
he  went  to  Moorfields,  where  he 
purchased  a  pair  of  pistols,  and, 
hating  procured  powder  and  ball, 
went  towards  Newington,  in  his 
way  to  which  he  robbed  a  man  of 
fifteen  shillings,  and  returned  to 
Itondon, 


Thns  embarked  in  the  high  imA 
to  destmction,  in  determined  la 
continue  his  dangerous  trade ;  and 
on  the  following  day  went  to  Finch- 
ley  Common,  where  he  stopped  a 
gentleman*  the  bridle  of  whose 
horse  he  seixed,  and  ordered  hiss  to 
disnuinnt  on  pain  of  death.  The 
rider,  complying,  was  robbed  Iwth 
of  his  money  and  horse ;  but  he  of. 
fered  the  highwayman  three  gni- 
neas  if  he  would  send  the  horse  to 
an  inn  at  St.  Albans,  which  he  pro. 
miied  to  do ;  bat  afterwards,  (ad. 
ing  that  he  had  a  talnable  acqaisi. 
tion  in  the  beast,  he  failed  to  restore 
him. 

Thb  robbery  being  oonmitlBd, 
Cook  crossed  the  country  to  £a. 
field  Chase,  and,  going  to  a  public 
boose  where  he  was  known,  said 
that  he  wished  to  hide  himatlf  lest 
he  should  be  arrested. 

Hating  continued  here  two  days, 
he  proceeded  to  Tottenham,  where 
he  robbed  a  gentleman  of  about  six 
pounds ;  and,  leatinghishorseatan 
inn  in  Bishopsgate  Street,  he  went 
to  his  kinsman's  in  Shorcditdi, 
where  he  was  interrogated  respect. 
ing  his  possessing  so  much  money, 
but  would  gite  no  satisfiKlory 
answer. 

On  the  following  day  he  went  on 
the  St.  Albans  road,  and,  hating 
robbed  the  passengers  of  a  stage- 
coach  of  eight  pounds,  he  went  to 
Enfield  Chase,  to  the  house  he  had 
frequented  before ;  but,  while  he 
was  there,  he  read  an  adtertisement, 
in  which  his  horse  was  so  exactly 
described  that  he  determined  to  ab- 
scond ;  and  went  accordiagly  to 
liadley  Common,  near  Bamct, 
where  he  robbed  a  gentleman,  aad, 
taking  his  horse,  gate  the  gentle- 
man his  own. 

Soon  after  this  he  went  to  an  inn 
at  Mims,  where  he  saw  a  gentleman 
whom  he  had  formerly  robbed,  and 
was  80  terrified  at  the  sight  of  the 
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injured  party,  that  he  ran  to  the 
stable,  took  his  horse,  and  galloped 
off  with  the  utmost  expedition. 

On  the  ruad  between  Mims  and 
Barnet  he  was  met  by  eight  men 
on  horseback,  one  of  whom  recog. 
nised  the  horse  he  rode,  saying  that 
a  highwayman  had  stolen  it  from  a 
gentleman  of  his  acquaintance. 

Our  adfenturcr  replied  that  ho 
had  bought  the  horse  at  the  Bell, 
at  Edmonton,  of  which  he  could 
gi?e  con? incing  proofs :  whereupon 
the  whole  company  determined  to 
attend  him  to  that  place  ;  but, 
when  he  came  near  £dmontoo,  he 
galloped  up  a  lane,  being  followed 
by  all  the  other  parties ;  and,  find- 
ing  himself  in  danger  of  being  ap- 
prehended, he  faced  his  pursuers, 
and,  presenting  a  pistol,  swore  he 
would  iire  unless  they  retreated. 
Some  countrymen  coming  up  at 
this  juncture,  he  must  haTe  been 
made  prisoner ;  but,  night  adTanc- 
iiig,  he  quitted  hit  horse,  and  took 
sheltiT  in  a  wood. 

W  hen  he  thought  he  might  safely 
Icafc  his  lurking-place,  our  hero 
hastened  to  Jjondon,  and,  going  to 
the  house  of  his  relation,  in  Shore- 
ditch,  was  challenged  with  hating 
committed  robberies  on  the  high- 
way ;  but  nothing  could  be  learnt 
from  the  answers  he  gave. 

Having  dissipated  his  present 
money,  he  went  again  upon  Finch- 
ley  Common.  His  late  narrow  es- 
cape, however,  made  such  an  im- 
pression  on  his  mind,  that  he  suf- 
fered several  persons  to  pass  unat. 
tacked,  but  at  length  robbed  an  old 
man  of  his  horse  and  five  pounds, 
tt^ough  not  till  after  it  was  dark. 

Soon  afterwards  he  met  a  gentle- 
n^an,  whom  he  obliged  to  change 
horses  with  him  ;  but,  in  a  few 
mioutes,  the  gentleman  was  stopped 
by  the  owner  of  the  horse  he  rode, 
who  said  a  highwayman  had  just 
rot^bed  him  of  iu     Enraged  at  this. 


the  gentleman  swore  the  place  was 
infested  with  thieves :  howcTcr,  he 
delivered  the  horse,  and  walked  to 
London. 

Cook,  riding  to  hb  old  place  of 
resort,  near  the  Chase,  remained 
there  three  days ;  but,  seeing  the 
horse  he  had  last  stolen  advertised, 
he  rode  ofi*  in  fear  of  discovery,  and 
had  not  proceeded  far  before  he 
was  seized  by  the  owner,  assisted  by 
three  other  persons,  who  conducted 
him  to  Newgate. 

At  the  next  Old  Bailey  sessions 
he  was  indicted  for  stealing  this 
horse;  but  acquitted,  because  the 
owner  of  it  would  not  swear  to  his 
person. 

Soon  after  his  discharge  he  re* 
turned  to  his  former  practices ;  but, 
his  afiairs  with  his  creditors  having 
been  by  this  time  adjusted  by  his 
friends,  he  lived  at  Stratford  with 
his  wife,  and  committed  his  depre- 
dations chiefly  on  £pping  Forest. 

Having  acquired  a  booty  of  thirty 
pounds,  ho  showed  it  to  a  journey- 
man he  kept,  named  Taylor,  and 
asked  him  now  he  might  employ  it 
to  the  best  advantage  in  buying 
leather ;  but  Taylor,  guessing  how 
it  had  been  obtained,  offered  to  go 
partners  with  his  master  in  commit- 
ting robberies  on  the  highway;  and 
the  base  contract  was  instantly 
made. 

They  now  stopped  a  great  num- 
ber of  coaches  on  the  borders  of  the 
forest;  but  acted  with  such  an  un. 
common  degree  of  caution,  that 
they  were  for  a  long  time  unsus- 
pected. The  neighbours  being  at 
length  terrified  by  these  repeated 
outrages  on  the  public  peace,  a 
Captain  Maw  ley  took  a  place  in  the 
basket  of  the  Colchester  coach,  to 
make  discoveries;  and  Cook  and 
Taylor  coming  up  to  demand  the 
money  of  the  passengers,  Taylor 
was  shot  through  the  head;  on 
which  Cook  ran  to  the  captain^  and 
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him  apprebtaded  ankw  be  wmM 

giTe  her  tome  oionej ;  and,  thoe^ 

""■"  .  .  •  ^     n      1,^  jijj  1^1  little  in  bit  posirtiiMi. 

he  f  a?e  her  a  gninea,  and  proniMd 
her  a  farther  sum,  lest  the  ihoald 
carry  her  threats  into  ezecation. 

Oppressed  In  mind  by  contempbi. 
lions  on  his  crimes,  and  parilcalarlj 
by  reflecting  on  the  murder  of  Mr. 
Cruikshanks,  he  went  to  St.  Al- 
bans, where  he  assumed  a  new 
name,  and  worked  as  a  jonmey. 
man  shoemaker  for  abont  thiee 
weeks ;  when,  a  high  way  ouui  being 
pursued  through  the  town,  the  ler. 
ron  of  his  conscience  on  the  occa- 
sion were  such  that  he  hastHy  left 
the  shop,  and  ran  across  the  coan. 
try  towards  Wobarn,  in  Bcdfoid. 
shire. 

In  his  way  thither,  howeter,  he 
robbed  a  fanner  of  fifty  poands 
and  his  horse,  and  bade  him  sae  the 
county.  The  farmer  soon  raised 
the  hue  and  cry  ;  but  Cook  escaped 
for  the  present,  and,  riding  as  ht 
as  Birmingham,  took  lodgings  al  a 
public  house,  and  disposed  of  his 
horse. 

Cook  had  now  assumed  the  naaM 
of  Stefens ;  and  the  landlord  of 
the  house  where  he  lodged  speaking 
to  him  about  a  shop  to  be  let,  he 
took  it,  and  entered  into  business 
as  a  shoemaker.  He  also  hired 
one  Mrs.  Barrett  as  his  hoaie- 
keeper ;  but  she  soon  liecame  his 
more  intimate  companion,  and,  ac- 
companying him  to  horse- races,  and 
other  places  of  public  dirersioo,  bis 
little  money  was  soon  dissipated. 

Thus  situated.  Cook  told  hb 
housekeeper  that  he  had  an  aunt  in 
Hertfordshire,  who  allowed  him  a 
hundred  per  annum,  which  he  re- 
ceiTcd  in  quarterly  payments,  and 
that  he  would  go  to  her  for  his 
money.  Under  this  pretence  he 
left  her,  and  went  to  Northampton, 
and  from  thence  to  DnnstaUe,  near 
which  place  he  robbed  a  farmer  of 


robbed  him  of  his  money,  on  threats 
of  instant  death. 

The  carriage  driving  on.  Cook 
began  to  search  his  deceased  com- 
panion for  his  money  ;  but  some  of 
the  neighbours  coming  up,  he  re- 
tired behind  a  hedge  to  lutcn  to 
their  conversation ;  and,  baring 
found  that  some  of  them  knew  the 
deceased,  and  intimated  that  he  had 
been  accompanied  by  Cook,  he 
crossed  the  fields  to  Ixindon. 

Having  spent  three  days  in  riot 
and  dissipation,  he  went  to  his  rela- 
tion in  Shoreditch,  whom  he  re- 
quested to  go  to  Stratford,  to  inquire 
the  situation  of  affairs  there.  When 
this  person  returned  he  told  Cook 
there  were  several  warrants  issued 
against  him,  and  advised  him  to  go 
to  tea. 

This  lie  promised  to  do,  but,  in- 
stead thereof,  he  bought  a  horse,  and 
rode  to  Brentwood,  in  Kilssei,  where 
he  heard  little  conversation  but  of 
Cook,  the  famous  highwayman  of 
Stratford ;  and,  on  (he  next  day, 
he  fpllowed  a  coach  from  the  inn 
where  he  had  put  up,  and  took 
about  thirty  pounds  from  the  pas- 
sengers. 

Cook  now  connected  himself  with 
a  gang  of  desperate  highwaymen  in 
London,  in  conjunction  with  whom 
he  stopped  a  coach  near  Bow,  in 
which  were  some  young  gentlemen 
from  a  boarding-school.  A  Mr. 
Cruikshanks  riding  up  at  this  in- 
stant, one  of  the  gang  demanded  his 
money  ;  but,  as  he  hesitated  to  deli- 
Ter  It,  another  of  them  knocked 
him  down,  and  kilted  him  on  the 
spot;  after  which  the  rubbers  went 
to  a  public  house  near  Hackney 
Marsh,  and  divided  the  spoils  of  the 
evening. 

Cook  continued  but  a  short  time 

with  this  gang  ;  and,  going  to    a 

house  at    Newington  Green,  sent 

for  a  woman  w  ith  whom  he  had  co- 

iMbited,  who  threatened   to   have 
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his  horse  and  sixteen  pounds,  and 
then  rode  to  Davenlry. 

At  this  last  place  he  met  with  a 
Manchester  dealer,  ffoing  home 
from  I^ndon ;  and,  ha?ing  spent 
the  cTening  together,  they  traTclled 
in  company  the  next  day,  and  dined 
at  Coventry.  Cook,  having  an  in- 
tention of  robbing  his  fellow-tra- 
veller, intimated  that  it  would  be 
proper  to  conceal  their  money,  as 
they  had  a  dangerous  road  to  travel ; 
and,  putting  his  own  money  into  his 
boot,  the  other  put  a  purse  of  gold 
into  his  side- pocket. 

Prosecuting  their  journey  till 
they  came  to  a  cross-road,  Cook 
demanded  his  companion's  money, 
on  pain  of  immediate  death  ;  and, 
having  robbed  him  of  thirty-five 
guineas,  he  travelled  immediately  to 
Birmingham,  Mrs.  Barrett  imagin- 
ing he  had  been  supplied  by  his 
aunt,  agreeably  to  the  story  he  had 
told  her. 

He  now  carried  on  trade  as  usual ; 
but,  as  often  as  he  was  distressed  for 
cash,  he  used  to  have  recourse  to 
the  road,  and  recruited  his  pockets 
by  robbing  the  stages. 

At  length  a  London  trader,  com. 
ing  to  Birmingham,  asked  Cook 
how  long  he  had  lived  there :  which 
terrified  him  so  that  he  quitte<l  the 
place  and  travelled  towards  Lon- 
don, and  near  Highgate  robbed  a 
gentleman,  named  Zachary,  of  his 
horse  and  money. 

Upon  this  stolen  horse  he  rode  to 
Epping  Forest  on  the  following 
day,  and,  having  robbed  a  gentle- 
man, returned  to  London  by  the 
way  of  Stratford,  at  which  place  he 
spoke  to  a  number  of  his  old  a&. 
quaintances,  but  was  not  imprudent 
enough  to  quit  hn  horse. 

Going  to  a  house  he  had  fre- 
quented at  Newington  Green,  he 
sent  for  his  relation  who  lived  near 
Shoreditch,  who    advised    him   to 


make  hit  escape,  or  he  would  cer- 
tainly be  taken  into  custody.  On 
this  he  went  to  Mims  :  and  his  rela* 
tion  visiting  him.  Cook  begged  he 
would  sell  dfe  watches  for  him  ; 
but  the  other  declined  it,  recom- 
mending him  to  dispose  of  them 
himself  in  fjondon. 

On  the  following  evening,  when 
it  was  almost  dark,  he  rode  to* 
wards  town,  and,  observing  a 
chaise  Inshind  him,  permitted  it  to 
pass,  and  followed  it  to  the  descent 
of  the  hill  towards  Holloway.  There 
were  two  gentlemen  in  the  chaise, 
whose  money  CooIl  demanded :  but, 
instead  of  complying,  they  drove 
on  the  faster;  on  which  he  fired, 
and  wounded  one  of  them  in  the 
arm  ;  but  the  report  of  the  pistol 
bringing  some  people  towards  the 
spot,  he  galloped  off,  and  went  to 
Mims,  his  old  place  of  retreat. 

Coming  to  London  next  day  to 
sell  his  watches,  he  was  seen  in 
Cheapside  by  a  woman  who  knew 
him,  and  followed  him  to  Norton 
Falgate,  where,  observing  him  to 
go  into  a  public  house,  she  went 
and  procured  a  constable,  who  took 
him  into  custody,  and  found  on  bioi 
five  watches,  and  about  nine  pounds 
in  money. 

On  his  examination  before  a  ma- 
gistrate, Mr.  Zachary,  whom  he 
had  robbed  near  Highgate,  swearing 
to  the  identity  of  his  person,  he  was 
committed  to  Newgate;  but  not 
before  be  had  offered  to  become 
evidence  against  some  accomplices 
he  pretended  to  have  had,  which 
offer  was  rejected. 

He  now  formed  a  scheme  to  mur. 
der  the  Iteepers,  and  to  make  hit 
escape ;  but,  being  detected,  he  was 
confined  to  the  cells,  and  being 
brought  to  his  trial  at  the  Old  Bai- 
ley, was  capitally  convicted. 

After  sentence  of  death  Cool^ 
for  some  time  affected  a  gaiety  of 
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bdMvioar:  but,  when  the  wamuit  coBfQiiire  fiti,  mod  be  ncter  aflBr. 

for  bis  eiecation  arrived,  he  wai  so  wards  recorered  his  health, 

struck   with  the  idea  of  hb  a  p.  This   oflroder    was    hanged   at 

pronching  fata,  that  it  ooouioiicd  Tjb«m,  Dec.  16,  1741. 


JOHN  BODKIN,  DOMINICR  BODKIN,  AND  OTHERS, 

EXCCUTKD  FOR  MURDER. 


Outer  BoDKi»,  Esq.  was  a  gen- 
tieaan  who  poucssed  a  good  estate 
near  Toan,  in  Ireland.  He  bad 
two  sons  bj  two  wires :  the  elder 
soOf  naased  John,  to  whom  this 
narratire  cbieBj  relates,  was  sent 
to  Dnblio,  to  stadj  the  law ;  aad 
ikf  jooBger,  who  was  aboat  seTcn 
jmn  of  age,  remained  at  home 
with  his  parents. 

The  yonng  student  lited  in  a 
Terj  dissipated  manner  at  Dablin, 
aadf  soon  qnittiog  his  stndies,  came 
ai^d  resided  near  his  father's  place 
of  abode.  The  father  allowed  him 
a  oertain  anaaal  snm  for  his  sap- 
port;  bat,  at  he  lived  bejond  his 
allowance,  he  demanded  farther 
assistance ;  which  the  father  refoa. 
ing,  be  began  to  entertain  senti- 
ments of  rerengr,  and  included 
bis.  mother-in-law  in  his  proposed 
scheme  of  Tengeance,  as  he  ima- 
gined that  she  had  induced  his  father 
not  to  encoarage  his  extraTaganoe. 
He  wan  likewise  informed  tluit  the 
father  intended  to  leave  his  estate 
to  the  younger  brother,  which  far- 
ther confirmed  him  in  the  diabolical 
plan  which  he  had  Cprmed* 

Ilaring  engaged  his  cousin,  Do- 
minick  Bodkin,  his  father's  shep- 
herd, John  Uogan,  and  another 
ruffian  of  the  name  of  Burke,  to 
anist  him  in  the  intended  murders, 
tbey  went  to  the  house  of  Mr. 
Bodkin,  senior,  y|hosc  family  con- 
sisted of  four  men  and  three  women 
80f f ants,  eicluftife  of  Airs.  Bodkin 
and  the  younger  son ;  and  a  gen- 
tleoMin  named  Lynch  was  at  (hat 
time  on  a  visit  Hiorc. 


When  the  murderers  came  to  the 
house  the  J  found  the  master,  mis- 
tress, the  child  above  meatioaedy 
and  Mr.  Lynch,  at  supper  in  tin 
parlour.  AIL  these  thej  immrdi 
atelj  murdered ;  and  then,  going  to 
the  kitchen,  killed  three  servant- 
maids  ;  and,  finding  the  men  indif- 
ferent parts  of  the  house,  they  like- 
wise fell  a  sacrifice  to  thdr  bratai 
and  unprovoked  rage. 

The  murder  of  etefen  persons 
being  thus  perpetrated,  they  qnitlied 
the  fatal  spot;  and,  when  soom 
persons  from  Tuam  came  the  neii 
morning  to  speak  with  Mr.  Bodkin 
on  business,  they  found  the  hooso 
open,  and  beheld  the  dead  body  of 
Mr.  Lynch,  near  which  lay  that  of 
Mrs.  Bodkin,  hackedandmaogledin 
a  shocking  manner ;  and,  at  i^small 
distance,  her  husband,  with  his 
throat  cut,  and  the  child  lying  dead 
across  his  breast.  The  throats  of 
the  maid-servants  in  the  kitchcs 
were  all  cut;  and  the  men-ser- 
vants in  another  room  were  like- 
wise found  victims  of  the  inhamaa 
barbarity  of  tb<;  murderers,  who 
had  even  been  so  wanton  in  their 
cruelties  as  to  kill  all  the  dogs  sad 
cats  in  the  house. 

The  neighbours  being  alarmed  by. 
such  SiSingular  instance  of  barhsrilf* 
a  suspicion  fell  on  Joh;i  Bodkji, 
who,  being  taken  into  custody,  coOt 
fesscd  all  the  tragical  circuoiwianM 
above  mentioned,  and  impeached 
his  accomplices  :  on  which  the  other 
offenders  were  taken  into  custody, 
and  all  of  them  comniittod  to  tbo 
gaol  of  Tmo* 
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The  shepherd  confessed  that  he 
had  murdered  two;  but,  thinlLing 
to  preser?e  the  boj,  to  whom  he 
had  been  foster-father*,  besmeared 
him  with  blood,  and  laid  him  near 
his  father*  Dominick,  perceifing 
him  alif  e,  killed  him ;  and  he  ae* 
knowledged  to  murdering  fife  more. 
John  Bodkin  owned  that  he  and 
Burke  killed  the  remaindaf ;  that  he 
had  formerly  attempted  to  pobon 
hifl  mother-in-law ;  and  that  he  was 
concerned  with  his  first-coiisins, 
John  Bodkin,  then  liTing,  and 
Frank  Bodkin,  then  lately  dead, 
in  strangling  Dominick  Bodkin, 
their  brother,  heir  of  the  late  Coun- 
sellor John  Bodkin,  of  Carobegg, 
to  an  estate  of  nine  hundred  pounds 
a  year. 

When  they  were  brought  to  trial 
John  Bodkin  (the  parricide),  Do- 
minick Bodkin,  and  John  Uogan, 
pleaded  guilty ;  but  they  wero  all 
condemned,  and  eiecnted  at  Tuam, 
on  the  36th  of  March,  1743.  The 
head  of  the  shepherd  was  fiied  on 
Tuammarket-house,  and  the  bodies 
of  the  others  gibbeted  within  sight 
of  the  house  wheto  the  murders  had 
been  committed. 

Upon  the  confession  of. John, 
the  cousin  of  the  same  name  was 
apprehended  for  the  murder  of  his 
alder  brother,  Dominick  Bodkin, 
and  accused  of  sitting  on  his  mouth 
and  breast  until  he  was  suffocated. 
He  was  taken  in  a  moss,  or  tarf 
bog,  near  Tuam,  covered  ores  with 
straw,  and  disguised  in  an  old  hat 
and  peasant's  clothes,  for  which  he 
had  given  his  own  laocd  coat  and 
hat.  Being  examined  before  Lord 
Athenry,  he  said  that  he  had  fled 
lor  fear  of  being  loaded  with  irons 
in  a  gaoi,  and  denied  having  any 
hand    in  his    brother  Dominick's 


death,  affirming  that  he  had  died  of 
a  surfeit,  as  had  been  reported. 
He  was  present  at  the  execution  of 
hb  relations,  but  confessed  nothing, 
and  thus  for  a  while  (there  being 
no  positive  proof  against  him)  es- 
caped justice. 

Seldom  shall  we  hear  of  murders 
so  atrocious,  so  unprovoked,  as 
those  above  related !  A  son,  be* 
cause  his  father  will  not  indulge  his 
extravagance,  resolves  on  the  mur- 
der of  a  parent  who  had  behaved 
with  real  generosity  to  him ;  and^ 
communicating  his  plan  to  throe 
abandoned  miscreants,  they  agree  to 
act  their  parts  in  the  horrid  tragedy, 
without  prospect,  and,  as  far  as  we 
can  judge,  without  hope  of  reward. 

It  Is  not  for  mortals  to  presume 
how  far  the  mercy  of  the  Almighty 
shall  be  extended;  but  those  who 
feel  themselves  capable  of  oomssit- 
ting  such  horrid  criiaes  have  no  right 
to  expect  the  interpoeltion  of  God 
in  their  favour.  The  sin  of  nqr- 
der  is  of  the  first  magaitade,  of  the 
blackest  die !  The  murder  of  an 
indnlgent  parent  must  be  insuffisr* 
ably  shocking  to  every  hnman« 
mind :  but  when  we  consider,  as  in 
the  present  instance,  what  a  variety 
of  unprovoked  murders  were  added 
to  the  first,  the  mind  is  lost  in  as- 
tonishment at  the  baseness,  the  bar* 
barity,  the  worse  than  savage  dege- 
neracy, of  those  beiogs  who  conM 
perpetrate  sudi  horrid  deeds ! 

Let  it  be  the  subject  of  our  oon* 
stant  prayer  to  the  great  fountain 
of  mercy  and  benevolence  that  we 
nay  be  preserved  from  the  tempta- 
tion of  imbrotng  our  hands  in  the 
blood  of  our  fellow-creatures ;  aid 
that  our  whole  lives  may  be  aD> 
tuated  by  the  principlea  of  justice, 
and  guided  by  the  laws  of  kindness ! 


*  It  was  castomary  with  wealMiv  fiimilies  in  Ireland  to  pat  their  children  to  nurse  with 
MM  poor  tenanti^  who  afterwards  called  tb«iDielTe8  foster-father  and  foster-mother  to 
the  yoang  'sqoire  or  miss;  whale  their  children  dairaed  the  appellation  of  fosCer^bfollitr 
and  foster-sister  3  and  an  ^tt9c^90$  lh«a  Mmeaied*  leoiaiiMd  belwcen  then  throigh  life« 
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rfm.  arrest  '.rf  ttnii!-  aoB^ 

7  nt   i»Kni£  Liiiii*.   It  Kiu  iiad  t* 

cin:ui»  v-HUii  u';-Jiii  n  L-tvirr 
Hiit  w^if—i,   urn     I  imisr  & 
rim:*^    pi:-  -m^  .u.'  ir'unraiff 
uii'i":*.»Mfci-'      iir   Tilt    iar*w   hii 

n)ii»   Tit   vm    u:  dimit' 

Hiuiic  rn<X'  Buc  ii*t  i^T  man  rrii) 

He    ukL   iiK    kacr    •anc  •*"■* 

Tfi!:t    !•*  uuc  wv^s  'vT  1  karoa«* 
WiC   Vif  **r¥  »M'  »ert   ri>:mif  •• 

I'ltt  to  driLk  'J»?  bealiw  of  Ae 
}*>9Ti£  LdL'pk  :  iT^i.  ;«t  It  Iw* 
J  bftctvrt.  RazLKT  c»b»c  in.  vtd  toU 
t4#<  j'v'jiet  lin'i  bt  wi?  in»ttiilly 
«ant«-d  at  boBc. 
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The  man   was  no  sooner  gone  skill,   and    promiiing   to  cure  the 

than  Ktmscy,  taking  up  the  dia-  poor  without  expense,  no  person 

mond  ring,  said  that  a  wrong  one  doubted  either   the    character    or 

had   been   brought,    and   (hat    he  abilities  of  Dr.  Johnson, 

would  go  back  and  rectify  the  mis-  A  young  lady  who  was  troubled 

take.     In  the  interim  the  jeweller,  with  an  asthma  became  one  of  his 

finding  that  he  had  not  been  wanted  patients ;  and  Ramsey,  presuming 

at  home,  began  to  suspect  that  some  that  she  possessed  a  good  fortune, 

undue  artifice  had  been  u^iod ;  on  insinuated  himself  to  far  into  her 

which  he  hurried  to  the  ta?ern,  and  good  graces  that  she  would  hate 

thought  himself  happy  to  find  that  married  him,    but  that  her  uncle, 

the  parson  had  not  decamped.  in   whose  hands  her  money  was, 

Ha?ing    privately    directed    the  happened  to  come   to  Chester  at 

waiter  to  procure  a  constable,  he  that  juncture, 

accused  the  clergyman  of  defraud.  The  young  lady  acquainted  the 

ing  him  of  the  rings.     The  other  uncle  with  the  proposed  marriage ; 

was  naturally  astonlihed  at  such  a  on   which  the  old  gentleman  ob- 

charge,  but  the  jeweller  insisted  on  served  that  it  would  be  imprudent 

taking  him  before  a  magistrate ;  to  marry  a  man   with  whose  cir- 

where  he  related  a  tale  that,  some  comstances  and  character  she  was 

days  before,  those  rings  had  been  wholly  unacquainted  ;  on  which  she 

ordered  by  a  man  whom  he  sup.  consented  that  the  necessary  inqui. 

posed  to  be  an  accomplice  of  the  ries  should  be  made,  but  reluctantly 

person  now  charged  :  but  the  cler.  enough,  being  entirely  devoted  to 

gy man,  being  a  man  of  fair  charac  her  lover. 

ter,  sent  for  some  repotablo  people  Hereupon  Ramsey  put  into  her 

to  bail  him ;  while  the  jeweller  re.  uncle's  hands  copies  of  several  let. 

turned  home,  cursing  his  ill  fortune  ters  which  be  said  he  had  written 

for  the  trick  that  had  been  put  on  to  some  people  of  distinction,  who 

Mm.  would   answer  for  his    character. 

London  being  an  nnnfe  place  By  this  finesse  he  hoped  to  get  time 

for  Ramsey  longer  to  reside  in,  he  to  prevail  on  the  lady  to  marry  him 

went  to  Chester,  where  he  assumed  privately,  which  indeed  she  would 

the  character  of  an  Irbh  gentleman,  readily  have  done,  but  through  fear 

who  had  been  to  study  physic  In  of  offending  her  uncle. 

Holland,  and  was  now  going  back  During  this  situation  of  affairs, 

to  his  native  country.     During  his  while  Ramsey  was  walking  without 

residence  at  Chester  be  stated  that  the  city,  he  happened  to  see  the 

he  was  in  possession  of  a  specific  clergyman  above  mentioned,"  whom 

cure  for  the  gout.    The  landlord  of  he  had  so  much  injured  in  London; 

the  inn  he  put  up  at,  being  ill  of  on  which  he  hastily  retired  to  a 

that  disorder,  took  the  medicine;  public  house  in  Chester;  and  sent 

and  his  fit  leaving  bim  in  a  few  n  person  to  Park  Gate  to  inquire 

days,  he  ascribed  the  cure  to  the  when  any  ship  would  sail  for  ire. 

supposed  nostrum.  land  ;  and  the  answer  brought  was, 

Ramsey,  having  gone  by  the  luune  that  a  vessel  would  sail  that  very 

of  Johnson  in  this  city,  now  dressed  night. 

himself  as  a  physician;  and,. having  On    receiving  this   intelligence, 

printed  and  dispersed  hand-bills,  Ramsey  went  and  drank  tea  with 

giving  an  account  of  many  patients  the  young  lady ;  and,  taking  the 

whose  disorders  had  yielded  to  hb  opportunity  of  her  abeence  froin 
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tiie  room,  he  opened  a  drawer, 
whence  he  took  a  diamond  ring, 
and  fifty  guineas,  oat  of  eighty 
which  were  in  a  bag.  Upon  her 
return  to  the  apartment,  he  asked 
tte  lady  to  spend  the  etcning  at 
Ids  lodgings,  and  play  a  game  at 
cards;  and,  having  obtained  her 
consent,  they  passed  some  time  with 
apparent  satif faction  :  but  Ramsey, 
going  down  stairs,  returned  in  great 
haste,  and  said  that  her  uucle  was 
below.  As  she  appeared  frightened 
by  this  circumstance,  he  locked  her 
in  the  room,  first  giving  her  a  book 
to  read ;  and  said  that,  if  her  uncle 
should  desire  to  come  up,  he  would 
pretend  to  have  lost  the  key  of  the 
door. 

The  intent  of  this  plan  was  to 
effect  his  escape  while  she  was  con. 
fined;  and,  having  got  on  board 
the  ship  the  same  evening,  he  sent 
her  a  letter,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy  :— 

*  Dear  Madam,-— I  doubt  not  but 
yon  will  be  extremely  surprised  at 
the  sudden  disappearance  of  your 
lover  t  but,  when  you  begin  to  con- 
sider what  a  dreadful  precipice  you 
have  escaped,  you  will  bless  your 
stars.  By  the  time  this  comes  to 
liand  I  shall  be  pretty  near  London ; 
and,  as  for  the  trifle  I  borrowed  of 
you,  I  hope  you  will  excuse  it,  as 
you  know  I  might  have  taken  the 
whole  if  I  would ;  but  you  see 
there  is  still  some  conscience  among 
US  doctors. 

^  The  ring  I  intend  to  keep  for 
yoar  sake,  unless  the  hasard.table 
disappoints  me ;  and,  if  ever  fortune 
puts  it  in  my  power,  I  will  make 
you  a  suitable  return;  but,  till 
then,  take  this  advice— -never  let  a 
strange  doctor  possess  your  affoc- 
tions  any  more. 

<  I  had  almost  forgotten. to  ask 
pardon  for  making  yon  my  pri- 
soner; bnt  I  doubt  not  that  old 


Starch-faoe,  yoar  uncle,  wouli  de- 
tain me  a  little  longer,  if  he  cqM 
find  me*    Adieu.     R.  Johmsoi.* 

This  letter  he  committed  to  the 
care  of  a  person  who  was  to  go  to 
Chester  in  a  few  days ;  and  in  the 
interim  Ramsey  reached  DahliB, 
where,  having  dissipated  his  money 
in  extravagance,  he  embarked  In  a 
ship  bound  to  Bristol,  and  travelled 
thence  to  London. 

On  his  arrival  in  the  metropolb 
he  found  his  younger  brother,  who 
had  likewise  supported  himself  by 
acts  of  dishonesty,  and  these  two 
agreed  to  act  in  concert. 

His  broiher  was  a  snuiUoi 
maker,  and  they  now  went  out  10* 
gethcr,  genteelly  dressed,  early  in 
the  morning.  In  order  to  oomnit 
their  depredations.  When  ihtf 
found  the  door  of  a  genteel  hooie 
open,  and  while  the  servaaUwoMan 
was  washing  .the  steps,  orgopeon 
a  abort  errand,  leaving  the  djMr 
ajar,  one  of  them  would  slip  in  and 
seize  the  plate  on  the  lidehoardi 
or  whatever  he  could  Uy  his  hands 
on,  while  the  other  remained  jto 
prevent  sorprise ;  and  then  he  would 
receive  and  run  off*  with  the  priae, 
while  the  actual  robbtf,  with  ap. 
parent  unconcern,  walked  off  air 
other  way. 

They  committed  a  variety  of  rob- 
beries in  this  manner,  confialag 
their  depredations  chiefly  to  the 
stealing  of  plate ;  hot  we  prooeqd 
to  the  narrative  of  that  for  wUch 
Ramsey  suffered  the  extrepsst  ri- 
gour of  the  law. 

Having  taken  a  previons  sorfe^ 
of  Mr.  Glyn's  house,  at  the  cocisr 
of  Hatton  Garden,  the  brotheB 
broke  into  it  in  the  night,  and 
carried  off  a  quantity  of  pifte; 
but,  hand.bills  being  immediatsif 
eircnlated,  they  were  taken  i^to 
custody  while  offering  the  pWe 
for   sale    to   a   Jew   in   Mvf^ 
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Place.*  The  lord  majror,  on  ei. 
aniifiing  the  prisoners,  admitted  the 
younger  brother  an  eTidenoe  against 
the  elder. 

At  the  neit  sessions  at  the  Old 
Bailey  it  was  an  affecting  scene  to 
behold  the  one  brother  giving  et !• 
dence  against  the  other,  who  was 
capitally  convicted,  and  received 
sentence  of  death.  That  such  a 
transgressor  should  be  brought  to 
condign  punishment  was  doubtless 
just;  but  who  can  avoid  feeling 
disgust  at  the  moans  through  which 
that  end  was  effected  ? 

After  conviction  Ramsey  seemed 
to  entertain  a  proper  idea  of  the 
enormity  of  the  offences  of  which 
he  had  been  guilty ;  and  in  several 
letters  to  persons  whom  he  had 
robbed  he  confessed  his  crimes, 
and  entreated  their  prayers.  He 
did  not  flaiicr  himself  with  the  least 
hope  of  pardon,  sensible  that  his 
numerous  offences  most  necessarily 
preclude  him  from  such  favour. 

A  letter  which  he  wrote  to  a 


friend  at  Bristol  contains  the  fol- 
lowing pathatic  expressions :  ^  O 
blame  me  not!  1  am  now,  by  the 
just  judgment  of  God  and  man, 
under  sentence  of  death.  What- 
efer  injuries  I  have  committed, 
with  tears  in  my  poor  eyes  I  ask 
forgif  eness !  Oh !  my  friend,  could 
you  but  guess  or  think  what  agonies 
I  fed,  I  am  sure  you  would^f»ity 
me:  may  my  Father  which  is  in 
Leaven  pity  me  likewise ! 

Ramsey-  was  exeoutcd  at  Tyburn 
on  the  13th  of  January,  1743, 
after  having  made  an  affecting  ad. 
dress  to  the  surrounding  multitude, 
entreating  the  younger  part  of  the 
audience  to  avoid  gaming,  as  what 
would  infallibly  lead  to. destruc- 
tion. 

After  the  customary  devotions 
on  such  melancholy  occasions  ■  he 
was  turned  off,  and  the  body, 
having  hung  the  usual  time,  was 
conveyed  in  a  hearse  to  Giltspur 
Street,  whence  it  was  taken,  and 
decently  interred  by  hb  friends,  at 


*  One  of  ft  class  of  cheats,  of  the  society  of  Jews,  who  are  to  be  foand  in  trtryr  ttnti,  lane , 
and  alley*  in  and  near  the  metropolisj  under  the  pretence  of  purchasing  eld  clothes  and 
metals  of  different  sorts  Their  chief  business,  really,  is  to  prowl  about  the  bonsea  and 
stables  of  men  of  rank  and  fortune,  for  the  porpose  of  holding  oat  temptations  to  the  ser- 
vants to  pilfer  and  steal  small  articles,  not  likely  to  be  mined,  which  these  Jews  purchase 
at  about  ono'tbird  of  the  real  Talue.  It  is  supposed  that  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  of 
these  depraved  people  are  employed  in  diurnal  journeys  of  this  kind ;  by  which,  through 
the  medium  of  bad  money  and  other  fraudulent  dealings  many  of  them  acquire  pro- 
perty, and  then  set  op  shops,  and  become  receivers  of  st^en  goods. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  from  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  Jews  in  the. city  of  Lon- 
don, besides,  perhaps,  about  five  orsii  thousand  more  iu  the  greabprovinciai  and  sea- 
port towns,  where  there  are  at  least  twenty  synagogues,  besides  six  in  the  metropolis. 
Most  of  the  lower  classes  of  those  distinguished  by  tbe  name  of  German  or  Dutch  Jews 
live  chiefly  by  their  wits,  and  establish  a  system  of  nuKhievoos  kstcffcourse  all  over  ihe 
country,  the  better  to  carry  on  their  fraodulent  desigiu  in  the  circulation  of  base  money, 
the  sale  of  stolen  goods,  and  in  the  purchase  of  metaJs  of  various  kinds ;  as  well  as  other 
articles,  pilfered  from  the  dock-vards,  and.  stolen  in  the  provincial  towus«  which  they 
bring  to  the  metropolis  to  elude  detection— Huid  viee  vend. 

Educated  in  idleness  from  their  earliest  infancy,  these  men  acquire  everv  debaached 
And  vidpus  habit  which  can  fit  them  for  the  swMt  oompUcated  arta  of  fraud  and  decep- 
tion ;  t»' which  they  seldom  fail  to  add  the  crime  of  peijaryt  whenever  it  cod  be  of  use 
in  shielding  tbesBseives  or  their  aasodates  from  the  poaishment  of  the  law.  From. the 
orange  boy,  and  the  retailer  of  seaJa,  ranirs,  alaas,  aad  other  wares,  in  the  pablioistreets, 
to  the  shopkeeper^  dealer  in  wearing  apparel,  or  in  silver,  and  gold,  the  swue  priatiples 
of  eondnct  too  generally  prevail. 

Tbe  itineranu  utter  base  money,  to  enable  tbem^  by  selling  cheap,  to  dispose  of  .their 
I  goods)  while  those  that  are  atationary,  with  Tery  few  exceptions*  receive  and  puschase, 
at  an  under  pricoi  whatever  is  brought  them*  piifcsiit  asWwyjisisfipai. 
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the  eipirmtion  of  two  daj s  frov  tlie 
tiine  of  hif  ezecotion. 

In  the  cafte  or  the  abofe  nea- 
tioned  mslefactor  welemrn  thatiape- 
rior  »kill  in  tricks  and  contrivances 
Is  bot  a  readier  way  to  death  and 
tiestroction.  Gaming  oaght  to  be 
avoided  by  yoong  people  at  stea. 
diljT  as  they  would  avoid  walking 
blindfold  to  the  edge  of  a  precipice. 
Nothing  leads  so  certainly  to  ruin. 
The  gamester  most,  at  the  best, 
live  a  life  of  perpetual  aniiety; 
and|  if  he  thinks  at  all,  can  consi- 


der himself  only  as  a  beast  of  pief, 
who  it  to  be  supported  by  this  de- 
ttrnctlon  of  hu  fdlow-creataras. 

On  the  same  gallowi  with  Raa. 
sey  were  also  eiocuted  James  Bo. 
quois  and  Joseph  Alico,  for  high- 
way robberies;  Mary  Page,  fior 
stealing  goods ;  William  Qnaite,  a 
drummer  in  the  Guards,  for  a  rob- 
bery committed  in  St.  James's  Park; 
and  John  Glew  Guillifofd,  for  re- 
turning before  the  ezpiralkm  of  hb 
sentence  from  transportatiiNL 


THOMAS  LYELL  AND  LAWRENCE  SYDNEY, 

PILLORIED  FOR  FUAOD. 


found  upon  the  sharpciti  aai,  m 
being  cut  asunder,  they  wcra  aO, 
except  one,  loaded  ;  that  la,  apiece 
of  lead  introduced  in  such  a  dine 
tion  into  the  die,  as,  when  it  it 
thrown,  Mill  generally  turaamim- 
lier  suited  to  the  owner's  gaMk* 

They  were  brought  to  the  bar  of 
the  Old  iiailey  fur  these  infamoas 
practices ;  and,  after  a  long  trial, 
in  which  scenes  of  iniquity  were 
discovered  to  have  bccfl  ooausittad 
by  sharpers  of  this  description 
which  astonished  the  Coart  and 
jury,  LycU  and  Sydney  were  found 
guilty,   and  sentenced  to  be  ifli- 


Iif  April,  1740,  these  pests  to  so. 
ciety  were  committed  to  Newgate, 
charged,  on  the  oaths  of  several  gen- 
tlemen of  distinction,  with  cheating 
and  defrauding  them,  by  the  use  of 
false  and  loaded  dice,  at  a  masque, 
rade,  on  Thursday  morning,  about 
three  o'clock,  to  the  amount  of 
four  hundred  pounds. 

It  also  appeared  on  their  exami- 
nation, which  lasted  from  six 
o'clock  in  the  morning  till  three  in 
the  afternoon,  that  they  had  cheati>d 
a  number  of  other  gentlemen  of  u|k- 
wards  of  four  thousand  pounds 
more.     Nine    pair  of  dice   were 

*  Acaase  was  tried  before  Lord  Chief- Jastke  Kenjon,  io  1796,  on  the  Hatute  sg»C 
gAmiog,  in  which  it  w«s  stated  (hat  every  person  who  was  three  timet  soccesafvl  ptid  the 
defendant  a  silver  medal,  which  he  porchased  from  him,  on  entering  the  hoose^  it  eiglit 
for  a  guinea,  and  he  received  seven  or  eight  of  these  in  the  coarse  of  an  hoar  for  Ae 
Im>s  hands,  as  it  was  called.  Sometimes  «>/.  or  30L  depended  on  a  single  throw  of  the 
dice.  One  morning  a  gentleman  came  in  very  much  in  liquor,  who  seemed  to  hate  a 
great  deal  of  money  abont  him.  The  defendant  said  he  had  not  intended  Co  play,  bat 
new  he  would  set  to  with  this  fellow.  He  then  scraped  a  little  wai  with  his  finger  off  me 
of  the  candles,  and  put  the  dice  together,  so  that  they  came  seven  every  way.  After 
doing  this,  he  dropped  (hem  into  the  box  and  threw  ihem  out,  and  afterwards  drew  all  the 
Boney  away,  saving  he  had  won  it.  A  person  has  been  seen  to  pawn  his  watch  and 
ring  ill  several  instances  ;  and  once  a  man  pawned  his  coat,  and  went  away  witbovt  it. 

Alter  the  gaming-uble  was  broken  by  the  Bow  Street  officers,  the  defendant  said  itvaa 
too  good  a  thing  to  be  given  op,  and  instantly  got  another  table,  large  enoogh  for  twenty 
or  thirty  people.  Tlie  frequenters  of  this  house  used  to  play  till  daylight ;  and  on  <mm 
or  two  occasions  they  played  all  the  next  day.  This  is  what  the  defendant  called '  stidc- 
ingto  it  rarely  V  The  guests  were  furnished  with  wine  and  suppers  gratis.  The  witMW 
faaa  seen  more  than  forty  people  there  on  a  Sunday.  The  table  itot  being  soflkient  frr 
the  whole,  balf-aH:rown  used  on  such  oocasions  to  be  given  for  a  seal,  and  Chose  bebiM 
Jooked  ower  the  haeki  of  the  others  and  betted. 


! 
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priioned  one  jnt,  and  during  that 
tiine  )u  be  pilloried.  Natwifh. 
Itanilinft  the  l&w  hu  pro*idrrf 
•gainit  these  illicit  pncticei,  mnd 
manj  conTiclioni  hare  taken  place, 
j«t,  FTcn  in  (he  prcaeiit  daj',  ihii 
pemiciua*  practice  h  earrird  to  a 
dreadful  Jenfith. 

On    the    ISlh    of  Jimr,    174«, 
above  tvo  yean  atter  the  offence. 


Thomm  Lydl  and  Lawrence  Syd. 
ncy,  the  priniipal*  of  the  gwif, 
w<Tc  brought  ont  of  Newgate,  and 
carried  to  the  Haymarkct,  where  a 
pillory  had  been  erected  to  receive 
(hem,  facing  the  Opera  Honie,  the 
iGcne  of  (heir  depredations ^  amid 
ihe  icoffi  and  (aantt  of  an  enraged 
popniace.. 


JONATHAN 

XXECUTtD 

Jonathan  BRAoroaD  Kept  an 
Inn  at  the  city  of  Oxford.  A  gen. 
Ofloan,  (Mr.  Haye*,)  attended  by 
a  amn.Mrrant,  put  up  one  evening 
«t  Bradford'!  home;  and  In  the 
■igblf  tbe  for«Mr  being  found  mar- 
daradin  bis  bed,  the  landlord  wu 
affiriwaded  OK  laipidon  of  hariog 
Bl^HttJ  tU  b«rbut>n  and  Is- 


BHAOFORD, 
■uproisn  HUROXK. 

The  evidence  given  agalml  bin 
wat  to  the  following  effect: — Two 

Bintlemeu  who  had  lupped  with  Hr. 
aye*,  and  who  retired  at  the  •■■• 
time  tu  their  reipective  chsnbera, 
being  alarmed  In  the  night  with  s 
nolle  in  hli  rtram,  and  lOon  hearing 
graan»,  ai  of  a  wounded  man,  ^ot 
op  in  order  to  diicover  the  cauM, 
aad  foand  lUt  luidloid,  with  a 
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dark  lanterni  and  a  knife  in  bit 
hand,  standing,  in  a  state  of  asto- 
Btthment  and  horror,  over  his  dying 
giief  t,  who  almost  instantly  expired. 

On  this  evidence,  apparently  con- 
clusive, the  jury  convicted  Brad- 
lord,  and  he  was  eieculcd  ;  but  the 
fate  of  this  man  may  serve  as  an 
additional  lesson  to  jurymen  to  be 
extremely  guarded  in  receiving  cir- 
cumstantial evidence.  On  a  trial 
at  Nisi  Prius,  and  between  personal 
right  and  wrong,  the  jury  are  often 
directed  bj  the  judge  to  take  into 
consideration  presumptive  evidence 
where  positive  proof  is  wanting; 
but,  in  criminal  charges,  it  seldom 
should,  nosupported  by  some  oral 
testimony,  or  ocular  demonstration, 
be  sufficient  to  find  a  verdict  against 
the  accused. 

The  facts  attending  the  abote 
dreadful  tragedy  were  not  fully 
brought  to  light  until  the  dcath-b^ 
confeiiion  of  the  real  murderer,  a 


time  when  wo  muit  all  cndcaviMir 
to  make  our  peace  with  God. 

Mr.  Hayes  was  a  man  of  eensi. 
derable  property,  and  greatly  re. 
spected.  He  had  about  him,  whea 
his  sad  destiny  led  him  under  the 
roof  of  Bradford,  a  considerable 
sum  of  money ;  and  the  landlord, 
knowing  this,  determined  to  mnrder 
and  rob  him.  For  this  horrid  pur- 
pose, he  proceeded  with  a  dark 
lantern  and  a  carvlng-kaifc,  in- 
tending  to  cat  the  throat  oif  his 
guest  while  ytt  sleeping;  bat  what 
roust  have  been  his  asUMUshaent 
and  confusion  to  find  his  iatcaded 
victim  already  murdered,  and  wel- 
tering in  his  blood? 

The  wicked  and  unworthy  ler- 
vant  had  also  determined  om  the 
murder  of  his  master ;  andhad  jast 
committed  the  bloody  dead,  and 
secured  his  ticunre,  a  momeut  be- 
fore the  landlord  entered  for  the 
same  purpose ! ! ! 


MARTIN  NOWLAND, 

KXECUTED  FOR  HIGH  TREASON. 


^ 


This  traitor  waa  a  native  of  Ire. 
land,  and,  while  a  youth,  was  de- 
coyed from  his  parents,  conveyed 
to  Dunkirk,  and  entered  into  the 
regiment  of  Dillon.  In  this  station 
he  continued  fourteen  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  was  sent  to 
London,  to  enlist  men  into  the 
French  service ;  and  was  promised  a 
promotion  on  his  return,  as  a  reward 
for  the  diligence  he  might  exert. 

On  his  arrival  in  London  he  en. 
deavorcd  to  connect  himself  with 
people  of  the  lower  ranks,  whom 
he  thought  moat  likely  to  be  se. 
duced  by  his  artifices ;  and  one  day 
going  on  the  quays  near  London 
Bridge,  he  met  with  two  brothers, 
Bam^  Meredith,  both  of  them  In 
the  army,  bnt  who  occasionally 
work^  on  the  quays,  to  make  an 
addition  to  their  military  pay.. 


Having  invited  these  mm  to  a 
house  in  the  Borough,  he  treated 
them  with  liquor;  leprewated  the 
emoluments  that  woold  ailwfirom 
their  entering  into  the  Frend  eer- 
vice;  and,  among  other  ttimf| 
said  that,  exclusive  of  their  pay^ 
they  would  receive  four  loaves  of 
bread  weekly. 

When  they  were  thus  refreshed 
Now  land  prevailed  on  them  to  go 
to  his  lodgings  in  Kent  Street, 
where  he  farther  regaled  them,  and 
then  said  he  hoped  they  would  enter 
into  the  service.  They  expressed 
their  readiness  to  do  so ;  and  said 
they  could  aid  him  in  enlisting 
several  other  men,  if  he  woold 
spend  the  evening  with  them  at  a 
public  house  in  the  Strand. 

This  proposal  being  assented  to^ 
they  took  him  to  a  Amous  aMowa 


I 
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near  the  Safoj*  called  the  Coal-  roent  was  in  London,  and  that  tome 
hole,  where  Nowland  was  terrified  other  agents  were  soon  expected  in 
at  the  sight  of  several  soldiers'  of  the  kingdom :  on  which  he  was  in. 
the  Guards ;  but  the  Merediths  formed  that  ho  should  be  admitted 
saying  thej  were  their  intimate  ac-  an  evidence  if  he  would  impeach 
qnaintance,  the  parties  adjourned  his  accomplices.  He  replied,  ^  that 
to  a  room  by  thcmseWes.  Here  he  was  a  man  of  honour,  and  would 
the  brothers  asked  Nowland  how  ne?er  be  guilty  of  hanging  any 
much  they  were  to  receive  for  en-  other  person  to  save  his  own  life.' 
listing,  which  ho  told  them  would  He  was  committed  to  Newgate  in 
be  four  guineas;  and  that  he  was  consequence  of  this  confession,  and, 
commissioned  to  pay  their  expenses  being  brought  to  his  trial,  was  con- 
till  they  should  join  the  regiment.  victcd  at  the  following  sessions  at 

The  intention  of  the  brothers  the  Old  Bailey,  and  received  sen- 
seems  to  have  been  to  obtain  some  tcnce  of  death, 
money  of  Nowland ;  but,  finding  it  Nowland  being  of  the  Roman 
was  not  in  his  power  to  advance  Catholic  persuasion,  it  is  not  pos* 
any  while  they  remained  in  Eng-  sible  to  give  a  particular  account  of 
land,  one  of  them  went  to  the  ser-  hu  behaviour  after  conviction,  as  he 
geant  at  the  Savoy,  informed  him  declined  holding  any  correspondence 
of  what  had  passed,  and  asked  him  with  the  Ordinary  of  Newgate, 
bow  he  must  dispose  of  Nowland.  When  he  came  to  the  fatal  Tybnm 
The  sergeant  said  he  must  be  de-  tree,  on  the  94th  of  February,  1749» 
tained  for  the  night,  and  taken  be.  he  performed  his  devotions  in  his 
fore  a  magistrate  on  the  following  own  way,  and,  being  executed,  his 
day.  body  was  carried  to  St.  Gileses,  and 

On  the  soldier's  return  to  the  soon  afterwards  buried  in  St  Fan- 
public  house  Nowland  produced  a  eras  churchyard  by  some  of  bis 
certificate,  signed  by  the  lieutenant-  Roman  Catholic  friends, 
colonel- of  the  regiment,  as  a  proof  The  folly  of  a  man's  attempting 
that  he  was  actually  in  the  service  to  recruit  the  French  army  In  Lon- 
of  France.  He  likewise  said  that  don  Is  more  to  be  wondered  at  than 
the  soldiers  must  dispose  of  their  the  commission  of  the  crime.  This 
clothes,  and  purchase  others,  to  man,  before  he  attempted  to  cor- 
prevent  their  being  detected  at  rapt  the  allegiance  of  an  English. 
Dover ;  and  he  repeated  his  promise  man,  must  surely  have  been  ap. 
of  the  bounty  .money,  and  other  prixed  of  the  conviction  and  execu- 
accommodations  proper  for  a  sol-  tlon  of  Thomas  Hennings,  for  on. 
dier,  on  their  reaching  the  regiment,  listing  a  man  for  the  King  of  Prnssia, 

When  the  Merediths,  and  the  which  took  place  just  before  he  ac 

other  men,  had  drank  at  Nowland's  cepted  a  French    commission    to 

expense  till  they  they  were  satisfied,  commit  a  similar  crime.  Little  more 

they  conveyed  him  to  the  round,  can  be  said  of  Nowland's  case  than 

hoose,  and  on  the  following  day  that  it  is  treasonable  in  the  highest 

took  him  before  a  magistrate,  to  degree,  aiming  a  mortal  blow  at 

whom,  after  some  hesitation,   he  the  constitution    of  our  country, 

acknowledged  that  he  had  been  em-  by  enticing  us  to  join  our  enemy, 

ployed  to  enlist  men  for  the  Irish  Yet  we  .cannot,  however,  pass  ofar 

brigades  in  the  service  of  France.  tiie  particulars,  without  expressing 

Inquiry  being  made  respecting  admiration  at  the  loyalty  of  the  soU 

his  acoompllces,  he  acknowledged  diers  whom  he  endeavored  to  cor* 

that  a  captain  belonging  to  his  legl-  rapt. 
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JAMES  ANNESLEY,  Esq.  AND  JOSEPH  REDDING, 

TRICD  FOR  MCRDSIK. 

Mr.  AsmtLCT  was  the  son  of  pIM  him  mUk  sMtvaaiier.  Oca- 
Arthsrjate  Lord  Baron  of  Altliaai,  ttonally,  Weed,  Us  falhcr  «odi 
mi  ike  kingdoni  of  Ireland,  bj  lib  tend  for  him ;  bot  was  gowraSy  sa 
wife,  Mary  Sbefiekl,  (nataral  inloiicaled  wl«n  ke  nw  lmi«  thai 
dan^litrr  of  Jolin,  Dake  of  Back-  tke  child  leaped  no  advanlase  fnm 
ingkam,)  Co  whom  ke  was  paldiclj  tkese  visilSy  and  wa»  soon  rrdacci 
■arfiad  in  the  jfskt  1706,  conCrarj  to  n  stale  of  aksolate  pennry. 
to  tlie  inclination  of  lib  motker.  Lord  Altioai  djing,  inthejcar 
and  all  his  relations,  particniarljr  1716,  a  ucrifice  to  hbonaincfn. 
Arthnr,  late  Eari  of  Ani^lescn,  wko  Unties  hb  brother. Captain Richaid 
entertained  an  inreterate  kalred  to  Anneslejr,  formed  a  ichrt  of  sac- 
Ike  dnke ;  and  for  tkal  reason  did  reeding  to  tke  AnglcMa  csHln,  bjr 
all  in  kb  power  to  set  tke  marnage  secreting  the  right  kdr ;  and  fsr 
aside  ;  bnf^  finding  tkat  ioipoisible,  tkb  pnrpose  ke  nnde  nse  of  ■aay 
ke  nerer  wonid  be  recoatciled  to  artiices  to  get  tke  jontk 
Lord  Altban,  who  was  presnmptire  poasciiiun :  these  C^led  lor 
keir  to  kb  estate.  tiaw,  as  ke  was  fcoarded  and 

After  a  cokabitatioo  of  something  lectcd  kj  a  bntcker  named  Pmcd. 
moro  than  two  jcars,  n  separation  Tkejronth  haring  acqnainled  Psml 
took  place  between  Lord  Altkam  tkat  ke  wastkesonof  l^afdAkkti^ 
and  kb  lad  j ;  and  hi*  lordship,  har.  hb  story  began  to  engage  the  pahik 
ing  inrolred  himself  in  debt  by  n  attention,  and  a  coanmllar  at  bw 
life  of  dissipation,  Ihonght  it  prn.  took  him  into  hb  protection,  with 
dent  to  retreat  to  Ireland,  where  he  a  view  of  obtaining  for  him  a  lecal 
had  a  good  estate ;  and,  after  some  claim  to  kb  kercditary  poBsesmons. 
tinM,  he  and  hb  lady  were  recoo.  The  yonth  had  not  kern  long  m 
ciied,  tkrongh  the  influence  of  the  thb  station  when  he  was  fennd  b? 
Dnke  of  Bnckin^ ham.  the  diligence  of  tkoae  wka  neie  cm'. 

At  tke  end  of  about  a  year  from  ployed  to  search  for  kiB^  who  for. 
thb  rrconctliatioo.  Lady  Altham  cibly  dragg^  him  on  boaid  a  skip 
was  bronght  to  bed  of  a  son,  whose  bound  for  Newcastle,  on  Ddswaie 
singnlar  life  and  adrenturcs  we  are  Rifcr,  in  AsKrica,  where  he  wm 
now  to  record.  When  the  child  generally  kept  to  bard  bbonr,  hot 
was  about  two  years  of  age,  n  occasionally  indnl(cd  with  the  li- 
secund  qnarrri  arose  between  hb  brrty  of  diverting  kwelf  with  iik. 
paicnls,  and   a  second  scparalioo    ing  and  fowling. 

;    OB  which  Lady    .Altkam        One  day,   on   kb    retain  Imm 
to  England,  and  litcd  in  Loo.    skooting,  ke  met  two  Iriikmm,  to 
in  tke  most  retired  oMnnrr,     whom  ke  comsnnicaicd  thepuii- 
tke  year  17-^,  uken  she  paid    cuUrs  of  hu  birth  and  cuoneiion* ; 
tke  debt  of  natnre.  and  they,  happening  io  remember »> 

In  tke  interim  Lvrd  Altkam  liicd  reralcircnmstaocc^  nslaiing thereto, 
at  Dnhiin  in  tke  mo»t  eitrifa^ant  prviailed  on  tke  cnptiin  of  a  trad> 
style,  kept  tke  wont  company,  and  ing  vessel  to  interest  hiBascIf  lo  pro- 
pi^  little  regard  to  the  education  cure  hi«  release  from  ^inrery. 
oThbson,  who  would  at  times  hare  Thb  being  edectcd,  he  kind 
keen  deprived  CTcn  ot'  tke  common  seEf  ai  a  coosmon  sailor  in  4  ti 
Aceesiarie^  oi  ktit^  but  tor  tk*  iuoer.  vessel  bound  to  Jaauara ;  and  tkeie, 
rtmticm  t»f  ^j^c  Uwmtrij  wko  wpw    bvin^  tmcrvi  u^^saiA  «nn  %f  lb 
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Tnajesty*»  fthi|is  under  the  cooiuiaii 
of  Admiral  Vcrnoii,o|>enly  declare^ 
liis  parentage  and  pretensions.  This 
extraordinary  claim  made  a  great 
noise  in  the  fleet;  and  one  of  the 
midshipmen,  hearing  of  it,  said  ^  he 
had  been  schoolfellow  with  Lord 
Alt  ham's  son ;  and  should  know  him 
again,  if  not  greatly  altered,  as  he 
still  retained  a  perfect  idea  of  his 
countenance.' 

Hereupon  it  was  proposed  chat 
the  ox|x^ritaent  should  be  tried  ;  and 
the  midshipman  going  on  board  the 
khip  that  the  claimant  was  in  for 
that  purpose,  all  the  sailors  were 
assembled  on  deck,  when  the  mid- 
shipman, casting  his  eyes  around, 
immediately  distinguished  Mr.  An. 
nesley  in  the  crowd;  and,  laying 
his  hand  on  his  shoulder,  said, 
*■  This  is  the  man;'  affirming,  at  the 
same  time,  that  while  he  continued 
at  schfH>l  with  him  the  claimant 
was  reputed  and  res|>ected  as  Lord 
Altham's  son  and  heir,  and  main- 
tained in  all  respects  suitably  to  the 
dignity  of  his  rank.  Nay,  he  was 
in  like  manner  recognised  by  seve- 
ral other  |>ersons  in  the  fli^et,  who 
had  known  him  in  his  infancy. 

'J*hese  things  being  reported  to 
the  admiral,  he  generously  ordered 
him  to  be  supplied  with  necessaries, 
and  treated  like  a  gentleman  ;  and, 
ill  his  next  dbpatches,  transmitted 
an  account  of  the  affair  to  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  among  the  common 
transactions  of  the  fleet. 

Mr.  Annesley  arriving  in  London 
tow'ards  the  latter  end  of  the  year 
1741,  intelligence  of  this  circum* 
stance  was  immediately  sent  to  Ire- 
land, on  which  hb  uncle,  who  had 
heretofore  treated  him  in  so  un- 
worthy a  manner,  came  to  England, 
in  order  to  casry  on  the  scene  of 
oppression  which  lay  nearest  his 
heart;  but  a  gentleman,  named 
M^Kerchcr,  having  taken  Mr.  Ao- 
neiley  under  his  protection,  sent  him 


to  board  at  the  house  of  a  farmer 
near  Staines,  in  Middlesex. 

Mr.  Annesley  had  not  been  long 
In  this  situation  before  an  accident 
happened  which  greatly  contributed 
to  render  his  future  life  unhappy. 
Being  passionately  fond  of  sporting, 
he  obtained  leave  of  the  gentlemen 
of  Staines  to  permit  him  to  shoot  on 
their  estates ;  and  as  he  was  what 
Is  called  a  fair  sportsman,  and  a 
professed  enemy  to  poachers,  he 
went  into  the  fields  with  Joseph 
Reddingy  who  was  gamekeeper  to 
Sir  John  Dollien,  In  search  of  such 
|)eoplc  as  might  be  found  offending 
against  the  game-laws.  They  did 
not  meet  with  any  poachers  for 
game ;  but,  seeing  Thomas  Eggle- 
stone  and  his  son  fishing  in  a  river 
belonging  to  the  manor,  they  ran 
to  the  K|)ot,  in  order  to  seize  the 
net ;  when  Egglcstoue  opposing 
them,  Mr.  Annesley 's  gun  went  off 
accidentally,  and  killed  him  on  the 
spot. 

The  »on,  having  witnessed  the 
death  of  his  father,  hastened  to 
Staines,  and  informed  the  inhabit- 
ants of  what  had  happened,  several 
of  whom  went  out  in  search  of 
Annesley  and  lledding,  whom  they 
found  at  a  farmhouse  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. The  supposed  ofl*eiiders, 
being  taken  into  custody,  were  sent 
to  London,  and  lodged  in  the  New 
Prbon,  and  arraigned  at  the  nex^ 
sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  conse* 
quence  of  bills  of  indictment  which 
had  been  found  against  them  by  ttic 
grand  jury. 

After  the  trial  had  been  put  off 
one  day,  at  the  request  <if  the  coun- 
sel for  the  prosecution,  the  Court 
ordered  it  to  be  brought  on.  It  is 
not  in  language  to  describe  the  un. 
worthy  part  that  his  uncle,  now  be- 
come Earl  of  Anglei»ea,  acted  in  (his 
business.  Exclusive  of  proourinf 
an  attorney  to  ofler  ^^e  huodred 
pounds  to  young    Eggleateae   to 
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swear  that  Annesley  pointed  the 
gan  at  his  father  and  pulled  the 
trigger,  he  ef  en  appeared  in  person 
oo  the  bench  at  the  trial 9  in  order 
to  browbeat  the  unfortunate  pri* 
soner.  It  is  asserted  that  the  earl 
•pent  abofe  a  thousand  pounds  in 
this  prosecution. 

In  his  defence  Mr.  Annesley  in- 
formed the  Court  that  his  education 
having  been  greatly  neglected  by 
those  whose  duty  it  was  to  have 
taken  every  possible  care  of  it,  such 
a  defence  as  might  suit  his  birth  was 
not  to  be  expected:  but  he  said 
that  ^  the  gun  went  off  by  accident ; 
and,  whatever  might  be  the  Terdict 
of  the  jury,  he  should  consider  that 
unhappy  accident  as  the  greatest 
misfortune  of  hb  life.' 

Redding  urged  in  his  defence 
that  it  was  his  duty ,  as  gamekeeper^ 
to  seize  all  nets  within  the  bounds 
of  the  manor. 

The  instructions  given  by  the 
Court  to  the  jury  were,  that,  if  they 
thought  the  gun  went  off  accident- 
ally^  they  should  bring  in  a  verdict 
of  chance-medley  ;  but  that  Mr. 
Annfesley  would  be  deemed  guilty 
of  manslaughter,  unless  it  appeared 
that  he  was  engaged  in  a  lawful  act. 
With  regard  to  Redding  it  was  ob* 
served,  that  as  he  seized  the  net 
under  the  protection  of  the  law,  as 
gamekeeper,  it  was  but  just  that 
he  should  be  protected  by  the  law. 

On  Mr.  Annesley's  case  four 
counsel  argued  several  hours  ;  and 
when  the  jury  were  possessed  of  all 
the  requisite  information,  they  went 
out  of  Court,  and,  having  maturely 
deliberated  on  the  affair,  they  re- 
turned with  a  verdict  of  ^  Chance- 
medley,'  which  of  course  acquitted 
both  the  prisoners. 

This   singular   transaction  took 

place  in  May,  1742 ;  but  it  may  not 

be  uncntertainiag  to  our  readers  to 

JcAHi  something  of  the  future  oc- 

curreaces  of  Mr.  Aoneslcy's  life* 


Mr.  M^Kercker,  thodisintensM 
friend  of  Annesley,  now  detormhed 
to  exert  his  utmost  endeavours  to 
obtain  for  him  the  estate  which  was 
his  undoubted  right;  and,  with  that 


view,  took  him  to  IrefauMi,  whore 
Mr.  Annesley  granted  a  leue  to  a 
person  named  Campbell,  tlMt  the 
affair  might  be  determined  ina  legd 
way.  Campbell,  taking  possessioa 
of  the  estate  of  which  he  bad  thus 
obtained  a  lease,  was  driven  from 
It  by  Lord  Anglesea;  oh  wUch  a 
writ  of  ejectment  was  brought 
•gainst  the  earl. 

The  cause  was  tried  by  a  spedal 
jury  of  gentlemen  of  property,  be- 
fore the  barons  of  the  EzdMquer 
In  Ireland.  More  than  a  hundred 
witnesses  were  examined  respectiBg 
the  legitimacy  of  Mr.  Annesley's 
birth,  and  the  trial  lasted  fifteen 
days.  Two  servants  who  had  lived 
in  Lord  Althan's  family  swoie  that 
Annesley  was  the  son  of  a  servaat- 
girl,  who  had  been  debauched  by 
Lord  Altham ;  and  a  popish  priest 
swore  that  he  baptized  the  child  as 
a  bastard:  but,  to  invalidate  this 
last  evidence,  another  prieit  swore 
that  the  former  had  received  two 
hundred  pounds  as  a  giatnitjfor 
what  he  had  sworn. 

Mr.  Annesley 's  being  the  son  of 
Lady  Altham  was  prored  by  the 
evidence  of  three  women  servants, 
who  lived  in  the  family  at  the  time 
of  his  birth ;  and  above  ten  penoas 
who  were  present  at  his  christenug 
swore  to  seyeral  drcurostances  re- 
specUng  his  birth.  Two  Itdies 
proved  on  oath  the  recondlittioo 
of  Lord  and  Lady  Altham,  who  had 
resided  at  the  house  of  the  father  of 
one  of  the  deponents  several  months ; 
and  from  thence  the  lady  went  into 
the  country  to  be  delivered. 

It  was  sworn  by  a  farmer  that 
the  child  had  been  placed  with  hiia 
by  Lord  Altham  as  his  son  and 
htar*,    and  ^ilV  V\a  ^xmt  had 
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IxKirded  him,  though  he  had  ne?er 
been  paid ;  wbich|  indeed,  he  attri- 
buted to  the  eztraTagant  manner  in 
which  hit  lordship  liTod. 

The  attorney  who  had  been  em. 
plojed  to  tamper  with  the  witnenes 
against  Mr.  Anneslej,  on  his  trial 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  being  brought  to 
Ireland  by  Mr.  M^Kercher,  a  doubt 
arose  whether  an  attorney  should 
rereal  his  client's  secrets,  when, 
after  a  debate  of  a  whole  day  among 
the  counsel,  it  was  determined  by 
the  judges  that  the  examination 
of  the  attorney  ought  to  take  place. 

In  consequence  of  this  eiamina- 
tion  it  appeared  that  sereral  persons 
had  been  engaged  to  swear  against 
Mr.  Annesley  at  his  trial  in  Lon- 
don ;  and  at  the  singular  trial  in 
Dublin,  of  which  we  are  now  speak- 
ing, the  judges  remarked  that  there 
was  oalh  against  oath :  at  length, 
howerer,  the  jury  determined  that 
Mr.  Annesley  was  the  real  son  of 
Lord  and  Lady  Altham. 

Notwithstanding  this  detcrmina- 
tion*  the  right  heir  could  not  take 
possession  of  his  estate ;  for  a  writ 
of  error  was  brought  against  the 
Terdict,  and  writs  of  appeal  were 
lodged  in  the  Houses  of  Peers  of 
England  and  Ireland,  as  the  estates 
in  question  were  situated  partly  in 
each  kingdom. 

Mr.  M^Kercher,  baring  spent  a 
considerable  fortune  in  support  of 
the  claim  of  the  injured  party,  was 
at  length  arrested  for  debt,  and  re- 
mained several  yean  in  prison ; 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Annes- 
ley was  married  to  the  daughter  of 


a  farmer  in  whose  house  he  had 
lodged,  and  lived  afterwards  in  a 
most  retired  manner,  being  utterly 
disqualified,  by  his  education  and 
former  way  of  life,  from  obtaining 
any  decent  support  as  a  gentle- 
man. 

The  Eari  of  Anglesea  lired  bnl  a 
few  years  after  the  affair  we  hare 
recorded,  and  left  his  estate  greatly 
infolred. 

Mr.  M^Kercher's  situaHon  now 
rendered  him  unable  to  minister  to 
the  necessities  of  Mr.  Annesley, 
who  occasionally  obtained  some 
small  giratuities  from  the  nobilityy 
and  dkd  in  the  year  1761,  after 
lingering  ont  a  life  of  perpetnal 
anxiety  and  fruitless  expectation; 
but  he  nerer  took  a  gun  in  hit 
hand  from  the  time  of  his  nnhappUy 
killing  the  poor  man. 

Of  all  the  extraordinary  charac- 
ters we  hare  had  occasion  to  remark 
on  in  the  course  of  this  work,  that  of 
Mr.  M^Rercher  is  one  of  the  most 
singular  and  raluable.  He  took  op 
the  cause  of  an  unfriended  youth,  oif 
whom  he  knew  nothing  but  from  re* 
port,  and  supported  him  through  a 
long,  an  arduous,  and  an  intricate 
business  ;  not,  Indeed,  to  the  resti- 
tution of  the  sufferer,  but  to  hu  own 
essential  injury  :  for  he  spent  more 
than  ten  thousand  pounds  in  this 
pursuance  of  the  rights  of  another* 

Seldom  shall  we  hear  of  so  much 
disinterested  benevolence  as  was 
displayed  by  thb  man ;  seldom  hear 
of  greater,  and  more  undeserved 
injuries,  than  were  sustained  by 
Mr.  Annesley ! 


JOHN  JENNINGS, 

XXICUTED  POR  A  ROnBXRY  OF  WHICH  HE  WAS  INNOCENT. 


This  unfortunate  man  was  ren- 
dered a  victim  by  his  master,  in 
order  to  screen  himself  from  the 
vengeance  of  the  law.  Ue  was  a 
waiter  at  the  Bell  Inn,  near  Hall, 


in  Yorkshire,  kept  by  a  villain  of 
the  name  of  James  Brunei. 

An  old  man,  a  reputed  mlser^ 
who,  for  greater  safety,  generally 
carried  a  bag  of  gold  about  hfan. 
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kafing  been  robbed  on  the  high. 
way^  toon  after  caiualijr  went  into 
the  Bell ;  and,  going  up  to  the  bar^ 
•aw  Bronel,  the  landlord,  with  one 
of  his  guinea!  In  bis  hand,  and  toaie 
•hillings,  which  he  was  paying  away 
to  a  carriefi  and  which,  being  all 
iHuked,  he  could  readily  identify. 
He  conaequentiy  suspected  that  the 
landlord  was  the  robber,  and  related 
tbe  circumstance  to  some  persons  in 
tbehouee. 

Bmocl  oferhcard  the  contersa. 
tfoOf  and,  to  seciire  himself,  iiu 
•tantly  formed  and  eiecuted  the 
borrid  design  of  imputing  the  rob. 
beiy  to  hb  waiter,  Jennings,  who 
Imd  gone  early  to  sleep  in  a  state  of 
liloiicatioo.  To  this  wicked  end 
bo  went  to  his  bed,  and  put  the 
pme  taken  from  the  old  man,  with 
the  greater  part  of  its  contents,  in 


the  unfortunala  waiter's  pocket 
without  waking  him;  and  thta, 
coming  down  to  the  company,  toU 
them  that  he  belief  ed  he  had  foaad 
the  thief.  «  I  bate,*  contiaaed  the 
Tlllala,  ^  long  •nspectcd  Jenafams, 
one  of  my  waiters,  and  about  iia 
hours  ago  I  gate  him  agabieato 
get  changed:  he  canw  hack  in 
liquor,  and  returned  me  one  which 
I  am  sure  is  not  the  same  I  gate 
him.'  He  then  produced  the  guinea* 
which,  being  marked,  was  daimed 
by  the  old  man.  It  wtt  now 
proposed  that  Jennings  shonU  bs 
searched,  which  was  done,  and  the 
purse  being  found  upon  him,  he 
was  committed,  tried,  condunncJ, 
and  executed  at  York  in  the  ytsr 
I74d. 

Brunei,  being  conricted  of  an* 
other  robbery,  confessed  these  fac(s. 


WILLIAM  CHETWYND, 

CONVICTED  OF  MANSLAUUUTBB. 


This  youth  was  a  scholar  at  an 
academy  in  Soho  Square,  and  was 
about  fifteen  years  of  age  at  the  time 
be  unfortunately  killed  his  school- 
fellow, Thomas  Rickets,  a  youth 
then  in  his  nineteenth  jear. 

At  the  Old  Bailey,  in  October, 
1743,  William  Chetwynd  was  in. 
dieted  for  the  murder  of  Thomas 
Rickets,  and  was  likewise  indicted 
on  the  statute  of  » tabbing. 

The  affair  on  which  the  above  pro- 
secution was  founded  is  as  follows : 

Young  Chetwynd  being  in  pos. 
session  of  a  piece  of  cake,  Rickets 
asked  him  for  some  of  it,  on  which 
be  gave  him  a  small  piece ;  but  re- 
fusing to  give  him  a  second,  which 
be  desired,  he  cut  off  a  piece  for 
himself,  and  laid  it  on  a  bureau, 
wbile  he  went  to  lock  up  the  chief 
part  of  the  cake  for  his  own  use. 

In  the  Interim  Rickets  took  the 
cake  which  had  been  left  on  the 
biiirnv^  and,  when  Chetwynd  re- 


turned and  demanded  it,  he  rcfased 
to  deliver  it ;  on  which  a  dispute 
arose,  and  Chetwynd,  having  still 
in  his  band  the  knife  with  which  he 
had  cut  the  cake,  wounded  the  other 
in  the  left  side  of  the  belly. 

Hannah  Humphreys,  a  servint  in 
the  house,  comiug  at  that  time  into 
the  room,  Rickets  said  that  he  was 
stablied,  and  complained  much  of 
the  pain  that  he  felt  from  the 
wound :  on  which  Humphreys  said 
to  Chetwynd,  '  You  have  done 
very  well ;'  to  which  the  latter  re* 
plied,  ^  If  I  have  hurt  him,  I  am 
very  sorry  for  it.* 

The  wounded  youth,  being  car- 
ried to  bed,  languished  three  days 
under  the  hands  of  the  surgeons, 
and  then  expired.  In  the  interim, 
Chetwynd,  terrified  at  what  had 
happened,  quitted  the  school ;  but, 
as  soon  as  he  heard  of  the  death  of 
Rickets,  he  surrendered  himself  to 
a  magistrate. 
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The  counsel  in  biiialf  of  the  prU  which  make  a  difference  between 

soner  acknowledged  the  great  can-  murder  and   manslaughter.      If  a 

dour  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  man  takes  up  ^  bar  of  iron,  and 

concerned  for  the  prosecution,  in  throws  it  at  another,  it  is  murder; 

their  not  endea?oring  to  aggravate  and  the  difforenee  in  the  crime  lies 

the  drcumstanoes  attending  the  of-  between  the  person's  taking  it  up 

fence.    The/  confessed  the  truth  and  having  it  in  hb  hand  s  Chet* 

of  all  that  hail  been  sworn  bj  the  wjod  had  the  knife  in  his  hand, 

witnesses;  but  insitfted,  in  behalf  of  and  upon  that  a  profocation  en-, 

the  accused  party,  that,  though  hb  sues,  for  he  did  not  take  the  knife 

hand  might  hare  made  an  unhappy  up ;  if  he  had,  that  would  hare 

blow,  his  heart  was  innocent.  shown  an  intention  to  do  mischief. 

The  following  u  the  substance  of  It  may  be  doubted,  when  he  had 

their  arguments  on  the  case :  They  this  knife  in  his  hand  for  a  lawful 

said,  that  the  fact  could  not  amount  purpose,  and  in  an  instant  struck 

to  murder  at  common  law,  which  the  other,  whether  he  considered  he 

Lord  Coke  defines  to  be  ^  an  un-  had  the  knife  in  bis  hand ;  for,  if 

lawful  killing  another  man    with  in  his  {lassion  he  intended  to  strike 

malice   aforethought,'    either    ex.  with  bis  hand,  and  struck  with  the 

pressed  by  the  party,  or  implied  by  knife,  not  thinking  it  was  in  his 

the  law.     They  s^,  that  in  this  hand,  it  is  not  a  striking  with  the 

case  there  was  not  the  least  malice,  knife. 

as  the  young  gentlemen  were  friends.  'That  it  was  to  be  considered 

not  onljr  at  the  time,  but  to  the  whether  there  was  not  evidence  to 

close  of  Ricket's  life,  when  he  de*  except  this  case  from  the  letter  of 

cUred  that  he  forgave  the  other.  the  statute  1  James  L' 

They  said,  that  it  being  proved  The  other  arguments  of  his  coun- 

that  there  was  a  friendship  sabsist-  sel  were   to  the    following    pur* 

ing,  it  would  be  talking  against  the  pose : 

sense  of  mankind   to  say  the  law  '  At  the  beginning  of  the  firair, 

could  Imply  any  thing  contrary  to  Rickets  had  a  knife  In  hb  hand ; 

what  was  plainly  proved.     That  and  It  was  one  continued  act.   And 

deliberation  and  cruelty  of  dbposl.  another  question  b>  whether  there 

tion  make  the  essential  difference  was  not  a  struggle?     Here  was  the 

between  manslaughter  and  murder ;  eake  taken,  and.  In  endeavoring  to 

and  they  quoted  several  legal  an-  get  It  again,  thb  accident  happens, 

thorities  In  support  of  thb  doctrine.  At  the  first  taking  of  the  cake,  it  b 

One  of  their  arguments  was  urged  In  evidence  that  Chetwynd  was  not 

In  the  following  words :     *  Shall  the  forced  to  extend  hb  arms,  unless 

young  boy  at  the  bar,  who  was  the  other  was  coming  to  take  It 

doing  a  Uwful  act,  be  said  to  be  from  him,  and  then  a  struggle  b  a 

guilty  of  murder  ?     He  was  rescn-  blow. 


Ing  what  was  hb  own:  the  wiu  'Thb  act  of  the  Ist  James  L  was 

nesses  have  told  you  that,  after  he  made  for  a  particular  purpose :  on 

had  given  Rickets  a  piece  of  cake,  the   union   of  the  two  kingdoms 

Rickets  went  to  him  for  more:  he  there  were  national  factions  and. 

denied  to  giv^  It  him:   he  had  a  jealousies,  when  wicked  persons, 

right  to  keep  bis  cake,  and  the  to  conceal   the  malice  lurlung  in 

other  had  no  right  to  take  It;  and  their  hearts,  would  suddenly  stab 

he  had  a  right  to  retake  It.  cHhers,  and  screen  themselves  from 

'  There  are  cases  in  the  books  the  law  by  having  the  act  looked 
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■poll  as  the  molt  of  an  immediate  the  offence  froa  maider  to 
qaarrel.  That  tliit  sCatote  has  bera  ttaaisbter. 
iwMjt  looked  opon  af  a  hard  law,  *  For  the  tame  reason,  no  sadicB 
wadf  tiwreforc,  always  constraed  by  qnarrel  opon  a  sodden  provocaliN 
tlM  jadges  in  favour  of  tbe  prisoner,  shall  jastify  socb  an  act  of  craclfjr 
That,  wbea  the  fact  only  amoonls  as  one  nan's  stabbing  anethcr, 
to  ■ansisnghter  at  common  law,  it  though  it  be  done  InnMdialeljr  ■ 
1ms  been  the  custom  of  the  Court  to  the  heat  of  passion.  As  if  twoper- 
aequit  upon  this  statute.*  sons,  playing  at  tables,  fall  oot  m 
The  counsel  for  tbe  crown,  in  theirgame,  and  theoneaponasnd- 
rapljr,  snbnittcd  it  to  the  Court,  den  kills  the  other  with  a  dsgger ; 
^  whether  (since  the  only  points  in*  this  was  held  to  be  maider  by 
sisted  on  by  way  of  defence  for  the  Bromley,  at  Chester  assises, 
prisoner  were  questions  at  law,  in  *  In  like  manner,  no  trespus  on 
which  the  jaiy  were  to  be  guided  lands  or  goods  sksll  be  allowed  to 
by  their  opinion)  the  facts  prored  be  any  eicuse  for  one  maal  s^ 
and  admitted  did  not  clearly,  in  the  tacking  another  in  such  a  msaucr 
first  place,  amount  to  murder  at  as  apparently  endangers  his  life,  and 
eommon  law  ?  and,  in  the  second  could  not  be  intended  meidy  as  a 
place,  whether  there  could  be  the  chastisement  for  hb  offence ;  be^ 
least  doubt  in  point  of  Uw  but  that  cause  no  fiolent  acts  beyond  tbe 
Ibat  case  was  within  the  statute  of  proportion  of  the  prorocation  le. 
1  James  I.  ?  cdre  countenance  from  the  law. 

<  Upon  the  first  it  was  admitted,  <  And,  therefore,  If  a  aaan  beats 

that  to  constitnte  murder  there  must  another  for  trespusing  upon  hn 

be  malice.  goods  or  lands,  and  does  not  dedrt, 

^  But  it  was  aigued  that  malice  he  will  be  justified  by  law ;  becaase 

was  of  two  kinds— either  expressed  what  he  does  is  only  in  defence  of 

and  in  fact,  or  implied  by  law.  his  property,  and  no  moie  than  a 

^  But,  when  one  person  kills  an.  chastisement  to  the  oflender. 

other  without    provocation,  it  is  <  Bnt  (says  the  LordC^Uef  Jus- 

nnider,  because  the  Uw  presumes  tice  Holt)  if  one  man  be  trespassing 

and  implies  malice. from   the  act  on  another,  breaking hu  hc^, or 

done.     And,  therefore,  whenerer  the  like,  and  the  owner,  orUs  ser. 

any  person  kills  another  it  b  mur*  rant,  shall,  upon  sight  thereof,  take 

der,  nnleu  some  sufficient  proroca-  up  a  hedge^take,  and  knock  Mm 

tlon  appear.     But  it  b  not  erery  on  the  head,  that  will  be  murder ; 

proTocatioo    that   extenuates    the  because  it  b  a  riolent  act  beyond 

killing  of  a  man  from  murder  into  the  proportion  of  the  prorocathw. 

manslaughter.    A  slight  or  tririal  <  That,  applying  the  rules  of  law 

proTocaSon  is  the  same  as  none,  to  tiie  present  case,  it  was  plaia 

and  is  not  allowed  in  law  to  be  any  that  the  Tiolent  act  done  bore  no 

justification  or  excuse  for  tbe  death  proportion  to  the  proTocation.  All 

of  another.     And,   therefore,   no  the  prorocation  giren  was  taking 

words  of  reproach  or  infamy,  what,  up  a  piece  of  cake,  which  is  not 

e? er  pro? oking  circumstances  they  such  an  offence  as  can  justify  tbe 

may  be  attended  with — no  aff^ront-  prisoner's  attacking  the  person  who 

ing  gestures  or  deriding  postures,  took  it  up  with  on  instrument  that 

however  insolent  or  malidons— are  apparently  endangered  hb  life,  or 

allowed  to  be  put  in  balance  with  rather  carried  certain  death  aloQg 

iJte  life  of  a  maO|  and  to  extenaaie  ^ith  iu 
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<  On  the  second  Indictment  it  was 
said,  that  the  counsel  for  the  pri- 
soner had  in  effect  contended  that 
the  statute  1  James  L  should  ne?er 
be  allowed  to  comprehend  anj  one 
case  whatsoe?er,  or  eitend  to  anj 
one  offender,  which  would  entirely 
frustrate  that  statute  ;  since  it  was 
oolj  made  In  order  to  exclude  such 
persons  who  stabbed- others  upon 
the  sodden  from  the  benefit  of  der- 
gj ;  and  was  intended  as  a  sort  of 
correction  to  the  common  law,  by 
restraining  such  offenders,  through 
fear  of  due  punishment,  who  were 
emboldened  by  presuming  on  the 
benefit  of  clergy  allowed  by  the 
common  law.  But,  If  it  is  to  ex- 
dude  none  from  thdr  clergy,  who 
at  common  law  would  haTO  been 
entitled  to  it,  it  can  ne?er  hare  any 
effect,  and  may  be  as  wdl  repealed. 

^  And,  if  the  statute  is  to  hare 
any  force  or  effect  at  all,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  but  it  must  extend  to 
the  present  case.  It  is  expressly 
within  the  words :  Mr.  Rickets  was 
stabbed,  haTing  then  do  weapon 
drawn  in  his  hand,  and  not  having  be- 
fore struck  the  person  who  stabbed 
him.  It  is  plainly  within  the  inten- 
tion ;  which  is  declared  in  the  pre- 
amble to  hare  been  In  order  to 
punish  stabbing  or  killing  upon  the 
sadden,  committed  in  rage,  or  any 
other  passion  of  the  mind,  Ac.  and 
therefore  it  was  sabmittal  to  the 
Court,  whether,  apon  the  facts 
prored,  and  not  denied,  the  conse- 
quence of  the  law  was  not  clear, 
that  the  prisoner  was  guilty  within 
both  indictments.' 

Mr.  Baron  Reynolds  and  Mr. 
Recorder,  before  whom  the  prisoner 
was  tried,  taking  notice  of  the  pointo 
of  law  that  had  arisen,  the  learned 


arguments  of  the  counsel,  and  the 
many  cases  dted  upon  this  occa- 
sion, were  of  opinion  that  it  woald 
be  proper  to  bafe  the  facts  found 
spedally,  that  they  might  be  put  ia 
a  way  of  reccifing  a  more  solema 
determination. 

A  spedal  f  erdict  was  accordingly 
agreed  on  by  all  parties,  and  drawn 
up  in  the  usual  manner ;  tIi.  by 
glring  a  true  state  of  the  facts  aa 
they  appeared  in  eridenoe,  and  ooo- 
dudlng  thus  :— *We  find  that  the 
deceased  was  about  the  age  of  nine- 
teen, and  Mr.  Chetwynd  about  the 
age  of  fifteen;  and  that  of  this 
wound  the  deceased  died,  on  tbe 
29th  of  the  said  Scpteasber;  but 
whether,  upon  the  whole,  the  pri- 
soner is  guilty  of  all  or  any  of  the 
said  indictment,  the  jurors  submit 
to  the  judgment  of  the  Court.' 

In  consequence  of  this  spedal  ver- 
dict the  case  was  argued  before  tho 
twelfe  judges,  who  deemed  Chet- 
wynd to  have  been  guilty  of  man« 
slaughter  only ;  whereupon  he  waa 
set  at  liberty,  after  bdng  burnt  In 
the  hand. 

As  we  hare  giren  the  opinion  of 
the  counsel  in  this  case  so  fnlly,  it 
wil  I  be  the  less  necessary  to  make  any 
long  remarks  on  tt ;  but  It  to  pro. 
per  that  we  should  earnestly  reconu 
mend  to  young  gentlemen  who  ara 
placed  at  seminaries  of  leambig  lo 
afold  quarrels;  to  oultlfate  the 
friendship  of  each  other ;  and  to 
lire  in  harmony,  like  so  many  bro« 
thers  of  the  same  family. 

Thus  will  they  acquire  the  esteesa 
of  thdr  preceptors,  rifet  the  lore 
and  affection  of  thdr  parenU  and 
other  relations,  and  take  one  es- 
sential step  towards  obtaining  the 
blessing  of  God. 


ROBERT  FULLER^ 

CONTXCTBD  Of  SHOOTIHO  Ma.  BAILIY. 

Tnis  case  Is  Inserted  chiefly  to    on  Identity ;  and  hare  we  shall  ind 
duddale  our  seferai  obsenrations    such  doubts  arising  in  the  breuts 
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of  the  juij,  llwt  tkey  recomMendcd 
ike  pritoner  to  mercy  in  conie- 
qmcnoe, 

Ac  tlie  Mttiont  lieid  at  the  Old 
Biiiey  in  the  moDtk  of  May,  1744, 
Robert  Fuller,  of  Harefield,  in 
Middlesei,  was  indicted  for  shoot* 
log  at  Francb  Bailey,  with  a  gnn 
loaded  with  powder  and  small 
slonea,  and  deauinding  his  money, 
with  ioteot  to  rob  him. 

M  r.  Bailey  deposed  that,  as  be  was 
fctamlng  from  Uibrtdge  market, 
he  saw  a  man  near  Uarefield  litting 
on  a  stile,  having  a  gnn  in  his  hand : 
that  he  jumped  off  the  stile,  letied 
tbe  horse's  bridle,  clapped  the  gun 
to  Mr.  Bailev's  body,  and  threat* 
encd  to  shoot  him.  Mr.  Bailey  said, 
^  That  will  do  you  no  good,  nor  me 
neither :'  be  then  put  hii  band  re- 
peatedly Into  Bailey's  pocket ;  but 
the  latter  would  not  submit  to  be 
robbed,  and  rode  off:  immediately 
on  which  Fuller  shot  at  him,  and 
wounded  him  in  the  right  arm,  so 
as  to  break  the  bone  in  splinters ; 
and  many  stones,  and  bits  of  the 
bone,  were  afterwards  taken  out  of 
the  arm;  nor  did  the  prosecutor 
recover  of  the  wound  till  after  lan- 
guishing near  twenty  weeks. 

The  prisoner,  however,  had  not 
an.oppbrtunity  of  robbing  Mr.  Bat- 
ley,  as  his  horse  took  fright  and  ran 
away  at  the  report  of  the  gun. 

The  substance  of  Mr.  Bailey's 
farther  deposition  was,  that  tbis 
happened  about  seven  o'clock  in 
tbe  eveoing,  on  the  24th  of  Fc- 
bruary ;  but  that,  as  it  uas  a  clear 
starlight  night,  he  had  a  full  view  of 
the  prisoner,  whom  he  had  known 

before* 

Bailey  was  now  asked  if  he  had 
ever  been  examined  before  any  jus. 
ticc  of  the  peace  in  relation  to  the 
fact ;  to  which  he  answered  in  the 
uegative.  He  was  then  asked  if  ho 
had  never  charged  the  crime  on  any 
^iher  ^fcnoa  ciccpt  the  prisoner. 


which  he  steadily  denied  httiag 
done. 

In  contradiction  to  thb  a  cusi* 
mitment  was  prodaced,  in  vhirli 
Thomas  Dowry  was  charged  with 
assaulting  Francis  Bailey,  with  aa 
intent  to  rob :  and  thb  mwry  was 
continued  in  custody,  on  the  aft. 
davit  of  Mr.  Mellish,  a  suigeon, 
that  Mr.  Bailey  was  so  ill  of  the 
wounds  he  had  rereivod  that  he 
could  not  come  to  Ijondon  withoal 
danger  of  his  life :  but  Bovry  was 
discharged  at  the  gaol-ddi? ery  st  tbe 
end  of  the  sessions  for  Jane,  1743, 

The  eopy  of  Bowry's  coaait. 
ment  was  now  read,  and  authcati- 
cated  by  Richard  Akermau,  derk 
of  the  papers  to  his  father,  the  thea 
keeper  of  Newgate. 

On  thu  contradictory  evklcnoB 
the  characters  of  both  psriies  were 
inquired  into ;  when  thst  of  tbe 
prosecutor  a|>peared  to  be  very 
fair,  that  of  the  prisoner  rather 
doubtful. 

Upon  consider iDg  the  whole  mat- 
ter, the  jury  gave  a  verdict  thst  be 
was  guilty,  but,  on  acoonnt  of  the 
circumstance  above  mentioned,  re- 
lating to  the  commitment  of  Bowry 
for  the  same  offence,  on  Bailey's 
oath,  they  recommended  the  pri- 
soner to  the  Court  as  a  proper  object 
of  the  royal  clemency,  and  he  wai 
accordingly  pardoned. 

This  affair  is  one  of  thst  intricate 
nature  which  must  reoiain  involved 
in  mystery,  it  is  impossible  tossy 
whether  the  prosecutor  was  or  was 
not  mistaken  in  the  man  against 
whom  he  swore ;  but  we  see  that  he 
had  sworn  the  same  fact,  withcqusl 
positiveness,  against  Bowry:  sod 
this  circumstance  evinces  tbe  great 
propriety  of  the  jury  recommendiDg 
the  convict  to  mercy,  where  there 
is  even  but  a  bare  probability  re- 
maining of  his  innocence;  for  in 
doubtful  cases  wc  should  alwsys 
incVm  to  ihfi  side  of  mercy. 
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LYDIA  ADLER, 

CONflCTKD  OF  MANSLAUGUTER. 


This  woman  was  tried  at  the  Old 
Bailoy,  in  June,  1744«  for  the  wiU 
ful  murder  of  her  husband,  John 
Adier,  by  throwing  him  on  the 
ground,  kicking  and  stamping  on 
his  groin,  and  giving  him  thereby  a 
mortal  bruise,  of  which  he  languish* 
ed  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital 
from  the  lUh  till  the  ^3d  of  May, 
and  then  died :  and  she  was  again 
indicted  on  the  coroner's  inquest  for 
manslaughter. 

Hannah  Adicr,  daughter  of  the 
deceased,  swore  that  he  told  her  his 
wife  had  given  him  the  wounds  whic  b 
afterwards  occasioned  his  death. 

Benjamin  Barton  deposed  that 
the  deceased  came  to  him  on  the 
nth  of  May,  with  a  bloody  hand- 
kerchief about  his  head,  and  asked 
him  for  a  spare  bed,  saying,  ^  This 
eternal  fiend  (meaning  his  wife) 
will  be  the  death  of  me:'  but  Bar* 
ton,  knowing  the  woman  to  be  of  a 
very  turbulent  disposition,  refused 
to  lodge  the  man.  After  this,  bo 
visited  him  every  other  day  during 
bis  illness ;  and  he  very  often  said, 
^  I  wuh,  Mr.  Barton,  you  would 
be  so  good  as  to  get  a  warrant  to 
secure  this  woman,  for  she  will  be 
the  death  of  me ;'  and,  two  hours 
before  he  died,  he  inquired  if  such 
a  warrant  was  procured ;  and  de- 
sired that  Barton  would  see  her 
brought  to  justice,  which  he  pro« 
mised  he  would,  if  it  lay  in  his  power. 

Hannah    Adler,     being    farther 


questioned,  said  that  her  father  died 
between  twelve  and  one  o'clock : 
that,  about, two  hours  and  a  half 
before,  he  said,  *  I  am  a  dead  nuui, 
and  this  woman  (the  prisoner)  bat 
killed  me.'  That,  after  this,  be 
repeatedly  declared  that  his  wife 
was  the  person  that  had  muidered 
him,  and  begged  that  she  might  be 
brought  to  justice.  His  last  decia* 
ration  was  made  only  about  ten 
minutes  before  he  died. 

Mr.  Godman,  a  surgeon,  deposed 
that  the  husband  died  of  a  mortifi. 
cation,  occasioned  by  a  blow ;  but 
acknowledged  that  the  deceased  had 
a  rupture,  and  that  such  a  blow  as 
he  had  received  would  not  have 
hurt  a  person  in  sound  health. 

The  prisoncr,.in  her  defence,  said 
that  her  husband  had  two  wives  be- 
sides  her ;  and  that  a  quarrel  hap. 
pening  between  her  and  one  of  the 
others,  tho  husband  endeavored  to 
part  them,  and,  in  so  doing,  fell 
down,  and  the  other  woman  Ml  on 
him ;  bnt  that  she  herself  never 
lifted  hand  or  foot  against  hioi. 

Joseph  Steel  deposed  that  the  de- 
ceased had  had  four  wives ;  that  he 
was  kind  to  them  all  at  the  first, 
bnt  afterwards  used  to  beat  them 
severely ;  and  that  he  had  seen  the 
prisoner  and  her  husband  frequently 
fight  together. 

The  jury  gave  a  verdict  of  man- 
slaughter ;  in  consequence  of  which 
she  was  burnt  in  the  band. 


PATRICK  BOURKB  AND  GEORGE  ELLIS, 

EXECUTED  FOR  SU1EP.STEAMNG. 

Patrick   Boukke  and  George  carcasses,  to  wit,  the  fat  Rear  the 

Ellis  were  indicted  at  the  Old  Bai.  kidneys. 

ley,  in  December,  1744,  for  killing  Mr.  Messenger  deposed  that  be 

fifteen  ewe  sheep,  the  property  of  had  lost  fifteen  ewes ;    that  their 

John   Messenger,  of  Kensington,  throats  were  cut,  their  bellies  ripped 

with  intention  to  steal  part  of  the  open,  and  the  fat  taken  oat:   he 
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i*ktm   wit;  mut  iMC  iJbe    he  i 
IC3R  4f«|^a^|  iri  lie  hAm  ttf"    fcfle. 

imm  io  pea  tflicftkerp  apt 


tftolfiilb 


of  aqwrd 


174S. 


VATTHEW  HEXDEBSON, 

EXCCCTCB  ffOB  MUft0 


Tsu  ofSoMler  w»  iIk  mm  of 
Ibone*!  fnraiU,  and  born  at  North 
Berwick,  io  ScoUaod,  where  he 
was  cdooUod  is  the  libml  nanaer 
CflfttoflMry  io  ihMi  couBCrj. 

Sir  Uogh  UiUrjmple  beiog  a 
moaber  of  the  Urititli  parliaflMot, 
he  took  liendenou  inCo  bit  fcrriee, 
whan  fourteen  jrean  of  age,  and 
brought  him  to  London.  Before 
be  wa*  nineteen  yeart  old  he  mar- 
ried  one  of  his  mat ter't  maidt ;  but 
Kir  if  ugh,  who  had  a  great  regard 
for  biniy  did  not  diftniii  liim,  though 
he  waf  greatly  chagrined  at  this  cir. 
cumitance. 

Some  few  days  before  the  com. 
miiiion  of  the  murder,  Sir  Hugh, 
ha? ing  occaf ion  to  go  out  of  town 
for  a  month,  snnoioned  Henderson 
toaMiit  indrcfiing  him ;  and,  while 
ha  was  thus  employed.  Sir  Hughes 
lady  going  into  the  room,  the  ser- 
vant casually  trod  on  her  toe.  Sho 
''Mnoia  word  on  the  occasion,  bnt 


looked  at  him  vith  adcgree  af  ngt 
that  saade  Ub  ejrticmdy  uneasy. 

When  Sir  Hugh  had  takoa  his 
Icare  she  deaanded  ef  Randenon 
why  he  had  trodden  M  her  toe;  in 
answer  to  which  he  made  ssany  apo- 
logies, ascribing  the  dicasMlaan 
to  OMre accident ;  botshegaiehiHi 
a  lilow  on  the  ear,  and  dccbtei 
that  she  wobU  dismiss  hua  from  her 
serfioe. 

Henderson  said  it  would  be  mu 
necessary  to  torn  him  away,  for  ha 
wonid  go  without  compubte;  but; 
reflecting  that  her  passion  wauhl 
soon  subside,  he  continued  in  hit 
place,  and  was  used  with  ai  mnch 
kindness  as  if  the  accident  had  not 
taken  place. 

Offended,  howerer,  by  tin  msult 
that  had  been  offered  him,  Bender- 
son  began  to  consider  how  be  shoaii 
be  rerenged ;  and  at  length  cimt 
to  the  fatal  resolution  of  mirderiag 
hit  mlatiess. 
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The  day  before  his  execution  he 
made  a  confession  in  Newgate, 
which  was  talcen  in  writing  bj  the 
Ordinary,  and  from  which  the  fol- 
lowing particalars  of  this  barbarous 
deed  are  taken  :— 

He  first  expresses  a  lirelj  and 
suitable  sense  of  his  condition,  and 
calls  God  to  witness  that  this  ac- 
count contains  the  truth,  the  whole 
of  the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth. 

He  says  be  was  born  in  the  town 
of  North  Berwick,  in  Scotland,  and 
turned  of  nineteen  years  of  age :  his 
lather  was  still  living,  and  accounted 
a  Teryjhonest  industrious  man ;  his 
education  was  the  best  his  father 
could  afford,  and  his  character,  be- 
fore this  fact,  blameless :  his  mother 
had  been  dead  sereral  years,  which 
he  mentions  with  satisfaction ;  be- 
cause, as  she  lofed  him  tenderly, 
he  believed  this  affair  would  cer- 
tainly have  broken  her  heart. 

He  had  lived  with  his  master  five 
years,  (about  three  years  in  Scot- 
land|  and  two  in  London,)  and  de« 
dares  no  servant  could  be  better 
used  than  he  was,  and  that  he  never 
had  the  least  dislike  to  the  deceased, 
for  that  she  was  a  lady  of  great  hu- 
manity, and  greatly  respected  by  all 
her  servants  ;  and  his  master  a  most 
worthy  gentleman. 

On  March  M,  1746,  about  eleven 
at  night,  Mary  Piatt,  the  maid-ser- 
vanty  told  him  «he  would  go  and  see 
her  husband ;  and  he  said  she  might 
do  as  she  pleased:  she  went,  and 
took  the  key  to  let  herself  in  again ; 
he  shut  the  door  after  her,  and 
went  and  cleaned  some  plate  in  the 
kitchen.  From  thence  he  went  up 
into  the  back  parlour,  where  he 
used  to  lie,  and  let  down  his  bed  in 
order 'to  go  to  sleep.  He  pulled  off 
hSs  shoes,  and  tied  up  his  hair  with 
kii  garter,  and  that  moment  tiie 
thought  came  into  his  head  to  kill 
te  lady.    He  went  do«rn  stairs  into 


the  kitchen,  and  took  a  small  iron 
cleaver,  and,  returning  into  his  bed- 
chamber, sat  down  about  twenty 
minutes,  considering  whether  he 
should  commit  the  murder.  Hie 
heart  relented,  and  he  thought  he 
could  not  do  it ;  however,  he  con- 
cluded to  perpetrate  the  deed,  as 
there  was  none  in  the  house  but  the 
deceased  and  himself. 

He  went  up  to  the  first  landing, 
place  on  the  stairs,  and,  after  tarry- 
ing a  minute  or  two,  came  down^ 
shocked  at  the  crime  he  was  about 
to  commit.  He  sat  down  on  his  bed 
for  a  little  while,  and  then  went  up 
as  far  as  the  dining-room,  but  wai 
again  so  shocked  he  could  not  pro- 
ceed, and,  coming  down,  sat  on  his 
bed  some  minutes,  and  had  almost 
determined  with  himself  not  to  oonw 
mit  the  murder ;  but,  he  says,  the 
devil  was  very  busy  with  hini)  and 
that  he  was  in  sueh  agonies  as  can- 
not be  expressed.  He  went  «p 
again  as  far  as  the  first  windour^ 
and  the  watchman  was  going 
*  Past  twelve  o'clock/ 

After  the  watcbmao  Imd  pa«Md 
the  door,  and  all  was  silent,  be  came 
down  two  or  three  steps,  bat  pre- 
sently went  up  again  as  faa  aa  bis 
lady's  room-door,  having  the  cleaver 
all  the  time  in  his  hand,  and  opened 
it,  it  not  being  locked:  hewentinta 
the  room,  but  could  not  kill  her? 
he  was  in  great  fear  and  terror,  and 
went  out  of  the  room  as  far  as  the 
stair-head,  about  three  yards  from 
her  chamber-door,  but  immediatelj 
returned,  with  a  full  resolution  to* 
murder  her. 

He  entered  the  room  a  second 
time,  went  to  the  bed-side,  undrew 
the  curtains,  and  found  she  was  fail 
asleep.  He  went  twice  from  thm 
bed  to  the  door  in  great  perpleslbr 
of  mind,  the  deceased  being  still 
asleep.  He  had  no  candle,  and  be^ 
lieves,  if  there  had  been  a  llgbt,  M 
could  not  have  committed  tlui  irav« 
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der.  He  continued  in  great  ago- 
QteSy  but  at  length,  feeling  where 
she  laj,  made  twelve  or  fourteen 
notions  with  the  dearer  before  he 
struck  at  her. 

The  first  blow  he  missed,  bat  the 
second  he  struck  her  on  the  head, 
and  she  endeavored  to  get  out  of 
bed  on  thatside  next  the  door,  and, 
when  he  itruck  her  again,  she 
moTod  to  the  other  side  of  the  bed, 
and  spoke  several  words  which  he 
can't  remember.  He  repeated  his 
blows,  and  in  struggling  she  fell 
out  of  bed  next  the  window,  and 
then  he  thought  it  was  time  to  put 
her  out  of  her  misery,  and  struck 
her  with  all  his  might  as  she  lay  on 
the  floor :  she  bled  very  much,  and 
he  cut  the  curtains  in  several  places 
when  he  missed  his  blows. 

All  the  words  she  said,  when  he 
stmck  her  the  third  or  fourth  blow, 
were,  *0  Lord,  what  i«  this  P'  She 
rattled  in  her  throat  very  much,  and 
ho  was  so  frightened  that  he  ran 
down  stairs,  and  threw  the  chop, 
ping.knife  into  the  privy. 

Ha  then  went  Into  his  bcd.cham- 
ber  again,  and  sat  down  on  his  bed 
for  about  ten  minutes,  when  it  came 
into  his  head  to  rob  the  house, 
which  he  solemnly  declares  he  had 
DO  intention  to  do  before  he  com- 
nitted  the  murder.  He  directly 
struck  a  light,  went  into  the  de- 
oeased^s  l)ed.chamber,  and  took  her 
pockets,  a  gold  watch,  and  two  dia- 
mond rings  out  of  the  drawers,  with 
several  other  things :  she  was  not 
dead  then,  but  rattled  very  much  in 
the  throat,  and  he  was  so  surprised 
that  he  scarcely  knew  what  he  did, 
and  would  have  given  ten  thousand 
worlds  could  he  have  recalled  what 
he  had  done. 

When    he   had   taken  what  he 

thought  proper,  he  went  into  Hoi. 

bom,  where  his  wife  lodged,  and  all 

the  wMf  he  went  he  thought  hb 

murdered  iMdy  foUowed  him.    The 


watchman  was  crying  <  Past  eae 
o'clock*  as  he  was  going  aloaf 
Holborn,  so  that  he  was  neariy  a 
full  hour  in  committing  this  iftast 
horrid  deed. 

He  put  what  things  he  had  taken 
into  a  box  at  his  wife's  lodghigi, 
who  asked  him  what  he  did  tlwreat 
that  time  of  night,  and  several  other 
questions;  to  all  which  he  answered 
it  was  no  business  of  hers :  he  so. 
lemnly  declares  his  wife  and  every 
other  person  entirely  innocent  and 
ignorant  of  the  fact. 

He  did  not  stay  here  more  than 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  then  re- 
turned  to  hb  master^s ;  but,  by  en- 
deavoring  to  break  the  itriag  with 
which  he  had  fastened  the  door,  he 
shut  himself  out,  so  that  he  was 
obliged  to  wait  till  the  maid  oum 
home,  which  was  aboat  sii  o'doik : 
he  told  her  he  had  been  togetsosM 
shirts  that  were  mending,  and  had 
locked  himself  out 

The  maid,  on  openmg  the  win. 
dows,  di«^^covered  that  there  had 
been  a  robbery,  and,  by  some  blood 
on  the  stairs,  suspected  her  lady 
was  killed.  On  whidi  ke  desired 
she  would  go  into  her  hidy's  room, 
and  see  if  it  was  really  so:  she  con- 
sented,  and  he  went  to  the  door 
with  her.  She  returned  presently, 
crying  out,  <  It  is  so !  It  is  so !' 
He  then  went  andacqnalutcd  a  gen- 
tleman, who  was  nephew  to  his 
master,  that  somebody  had  broke 
into  the  house.  This  gentleman, 
suspecting  the  maid,  who  had  been 
out  all  night,  took  her  before  the 
justice,  who  thought  proper,  on 
hearing  her  examination,  to  send 
for  Henderson.  He  was  Tcry  ready 
(o  go,  and  declares  he  had  no 
thought  of  escaping,  though  he  had 
great  opportunity  §o  to  do. 

He  at  first  denied  the  facts,  and 
accused  two  innocent  persons ;  bat, 
being  very  murh  confounded  by  the 
CTQ%%  <^ue%l\ofit  then  pat  to  falsi)  he 
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>t  length  cofiretMd   (hat  he  iIoim  iirftting  w  dnttdful  »  crime  sntil  » 

bad  perpetrated    tite   horrkl  dwd.  iliort  tine  before  the  porpetratioo 

He  appealed  (o  all  thai  knew  hin  for  of  it. 

the   irrepruachablenan   of  bit   life  Thfi    wretched   man,  on    being 

before  this  melancholy  event  hap.  branght   to   trial,  pleaded   gniltj , 

pened    and  again  declared  himaelf  and  wai  esecnlad  at  Tybnrn,  Feb. 

alone  gndty  of,  and  privy  lo,   the  95,  1740  :  hii  body  wm  arterwardi 

murder     and    that    he    wai     not  hung  In  cfaaini  on    the   Edgeware 

prompted  by  either  malice  or  in-  road. 
tereit  and  ocTcr  thought  of  com- 


Hartha  Trtey  raUnuf  Mr.  Humplrtft  lusr  Nmthunibrrtand  HwM,  i*  iki  Strmi. 


MARTUA  TRACr, 

EXECUTED  FOR  A  tTHBEI  aOBBKRT. 

Tuii  woman  wai  a  natite   of  ofdreii,  the  waa  liaUe  to  «  variety 

Bristol,  and  descended  from   poor  of  lemplaiiom. 

parentK,  who  educaltd   her  in  the  Her  vanity  being  eren  more  than 

best  manner  in  their  puwer.     Get.  equal  to  her  tieauty,  she  at  Ua|[lh 

ting  a  place  in  the  service  of  a  mer.  conceiTed  (hat  she  had  made  a  con- 
chant  when  she  was  sixteen  yean  of 


i^e,  she  lived  with  him  three  yean, 
ind  than  came  lu  London. 
Haring   procured   a   ptai 


lodgers,  and  was  fooliib  enongb  to 
think  he  would  marry  her. 

With  a  view  of  keeping  alire  tha 


)  where  lodgings  were  let  lo  passion  the  thoughlsfae  had  inaiilnd, 

single  gentlemen,  and  b«ing  a  girl  she  sought  every  pretence  of  goiag 

of  an  elegant  appearance,  and  fond  into  his  chamber  ;  and   he,  bavixf 
TOL.  I.  SO 
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tome  designs  against  her  Tlrtne, 
purchased  her  some  new  clothes, 
in  which  she  went  to  church  on  the 
following  Sundaj,  where  she  was 
obserTcd  by  her  mistress. 

On  their  return  from  church,  the 
mistress  strictly  inquired  how  she 
came  to  be  possessed  of  such  fine 
clothes  ;  and,  haTiiig  learnt  the  real 
state  of  the  case,  she  was  diicharged 
from  her  serrice  on  the  Monday 
morning. 

As  she  still  thought  the  gentleman 
intended  marriage,  she  wrote  to 
him,  desiring  ho  would  meet  her  at 
a  public  house ;  and,  on  his  attend, 
ing,  she  wept  incessantly,  and  com. 
plained  of  the  treatment  she  had 
mot  with  from  her  mistress,  which 
she  attributed  to  the  presents  she 
had  rcceiTcd  from  him. 

The  seducer  adTised  her  to  calm 
her  spirits,  and  go  into  lodgings, 
which  he  would  immediately  pro- 
Tide  for  her,  and  where  he  could 
securely  f  bit  her  till  the  marriage 
should  take  place. 

Deluded  by  this  artifice,  she  went 
that  day  to  lodge  at  a  house  in  the 
Strand,  which  he  said  was  kept  by 
a  lady  who  was  related  to  him.  In 
this  place  he  Tisited  her  on  the  foU 
lowing,  and  scYeral  successiTc  days ; 
attending  her  to  public  places,  and 
making  her  presents  of  elegant 
clothes,  which  effectually  flattered 
her  vanity,  and  lulled  asleep  the 
small  remains  of  her  Yirtuc. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  her  ruin 
followed.  After  a  connexion  of  a 
few  months,  she  found  him  less  fre. 
quent  in  his  visits  ;  and,  informing 
him  she  was  with  child,  demanded 
that  he  would  make  good  his  pro- 
mise of  marriage :  on  which  he  de. 
clared  that  he  had  never  intended 
to  marry  her,  and  that  he  would 
not  maintain  her  any  longer ;  and 
hinted  that  she  should  seek  another 
iod^io^. 
On  the  follow  ing  day  the  mis- 


tress of  the  house  told  her  she  mast 
not  remain  there  any  longer,  uolcss 
she  would  pay  for  her  lodgings  ia 
advance,  which  being  unable  to  do, 
or,  perhaps,  unwilling  to  remain 
in  a  house  where  she  had  been  so 
unworthily  treated,  she  packed  ap 
her  effects,  and  removed  to  another 
lodging. 

When  she  was  brought  to  bed, 
the  father  took  away  the  infant^ 
and  left  the  wretched  mother  in  a 
very  distressed  situation.  Having 
subsisted  for  some  time  by  pawning 
her  clothes,  she  was  at  length  so 
reduced  as  to  listen  to  the  advice  of 
a  woman  of  the  town,  who  per- 
suaded her  to  procure  a  subsistence 
by  the  casual  wages  of  prostitn- 
tion. 

Having  embarked  in  this  horrid 
course  of  life«  she  soon  became  a 
common  street-walker,  and  ezpe- 
riencfd  all  those  calamities  iocidcnt 
to  so  deplorable  a  situation,  fieiag 
sometimes  tempted  to  pick  pockets 
for  a  subsistence,  she  became  an 
occasional  visitor  at  Bridewell, 
where  her  mind  grew  only  the  more 
corrupt  by  the  conversation  of  the 
abandoned  wretches  confined  in 
that  place. 

We  now  come  to  speak  of  the 
fact,  the  commission  of  which  for- 
feited her  life  to  the  Tiolated  laws 
of  her  country. 

At  the  sessions  held  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  in  the  month  of  January, 
1745,  she  was  indicted  for  robbiag 
William  Humphreys  of  a  guiaeaon 
the  king's  highway. 

The  fact  was,  that  being  passiog, 
at  midnight,  near  Northumberland 
House,  in  the  Strand,  she  accosted 
Mr.  Humphreys,  who  declining  to 
hold  any  correspondence  with  her, 
two  fellows  with  whom  she  was 
connected  came  up,  and  one  of  then 
knocking  him  down,  they  both  ran 
away  ;  when  she  robbed  him  of  a 
guinea^  which  she  conoealed  in  her 
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month ;  bat  Mr.  Hamphrejs  8eis. 
ing  her^  and  two  persons  coming 
up,  she  wai  conducted  to  the  watch- 
house,  where  the  guinea  was  found 
in  her  mouth,  as  abofe  mentioned, 
by  the  constable  of  the  night 

At  her  trial  it  was  profed  that 
she  had  called  the  men,  one  of  whom 
knocked  ddwn  the  prosecutor; 
so  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  of 
her  being  an  accomplice  with  them ; 
whereupon  the  jurj  brought  her  in 
guiltj. 

After  contiction  she  appeared  to 
hare  a  proper  idea  of  her  former 
guilt,  and  the  horrors  of  her  pre* 
sent  situation.  In  fact  she  was  a 
sincere  penitent,  and  lamAted  that 
pride  of  heart  which  had  first  se- 
duced her  to  destruction. 

Martha  Tracy  was  hanged  at 
Tyburn,  on  the  16th  of  February, 
1745,  behaTing  with  the  greatest 
decency  and  propriety  to  the  last 
moment  of  her  life. 

The  fate  of  this  woman  affords  a 
striking  lesson  to  girls  against  the 
taking  pride  in  those  personal 
charms  which,  the  more  brilliant 
they  are,  will  be  only  the  more  likely 
to  lead  them  to  destruction.  The 
idea  she  had  formed  of  making  a 
conquest  of  a  man  in  a  rank  of  life 
superior  to  her  own  serTcd  only  to 
assist  towards  her  ruin;  but  w% 
cannot  help  thinking  that  he  who 
could  be  base  enough  to  seduce  ber 


under  solemn  promises  of  marriage 
was  still  more  guilty  than  herself, 
and  in  some  degree  an  accessory  to 
all  the  crimes  she  afterwards  com- 
mitted. 

It  seems  strangely  unnatural  that 
the  father  should  take  away  the 
child,  and  leare  the  mother  to  pe- 
rish, or  to  subsist  only  in  a  most 
infamous  manner,  for  which  she 
had  been  qualified  by  the  gratifica- 
tion of  his  passions ! 

In  the  gay  hours  of  festi? ity  men 
may  triumpli  in  the  adfantages  they 
haTC  gained  orer  women  in  their 
ungarded  moments ;  but  surely  Re- 
flection must  come,  with  all  her  at. 
tendant  train  of  horrors.  Con- 
science will  assert  her  rights ;  and 
the  misery  the  wicked  seducer  suf- 
fers in  this  life  he  ought  to  consi- 
der only  as  a  prelude  to  the  more 
aggravated  torments  he  has  to  ex- 
pect in  the  next 

If  any  one  of  the  readers  of  this 
narratire  has  been  guilty  of  the 
enormous  crime  we  are  now  repro- 
bating, it  will  become  him  to  think 
seriously  of  the  great  work  of  re- 
formation ;  and  to  repent,  in  tiie 
most  unfeigned  manner,  wMle  Pro« 
Tidence  yet  permits  him  the  oppor. 
tunity  of  repentance.  It  ought  to 
be  remembered,  by  ofienders  of 
erery  class,  that  the  Grod  of  mercy 
Is  also  a  God  of  justice. 


THE  EARL  OF  KILMARNOCK  AND  THE  LORD 

BALMERINO, 

BXHXADED  FOB  HlttB  T|LXAI0ir. 


Havivo  given  the  history  of  Hie 
principal  offisnders  who  were  exo* 
cutcd  for  being  conoerped  jja  the  re* 
bellion  in  1715,  our  readeni  will 
naturally  expect  an  account  of  those 
who  su&red  for  the  share  they  hid 
in  the  snbsequept  Insurrection ;  Is 
which  we  ahall  be  as  particular  as 
the  limits  of  our  plan  will  allow ; 


and,  in  our  narrmtiTo  of  the  unfor. 
tunata  offenders,  endeaTour  to  di- 
vest ourselves  of  party  prejudice  as 
much  as  possible. 

Great  Britain  being  at  war  with 
France,  and  having  an  army  is 
Flanders,  the  French  thought  that 
by  making  a  descent  in  the  nortk 
of  Scotland,  and  fomenting  a  rebeb 
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lion,  the  court  of  London  woold 
think  it  necessary  to  withdraw  the 
troops  from  Flanderi,  which  would 
enable  the  French  to  act  with  more 
effect  against  the  allied  army. 

That  our  goTernment  was  not 
apprized  of  the  preparations  mak- 
ing Xo  assist  the  Pretender  is  evident 
from  the  king^s  speech  on  the  3d  of 
May,  1745,  at  the  very  time  they 
were  going  on,  wherein  he  informs 
his  parliament,  ^  That  the  posture 
of  affairs  abroad  had  receifcd  a 
▼ery  considerable  alteration,  to  the 
advantage  of  the  common  cause,  and 
tiiat  thereby  the  influence  of  France 
was  moch  weakened  and  diminish, 
ed,  and  a  way  opened  to  restore 
tliat  strepgth  and  power  to  our 
ancient  and  natural  allies  which 
would  tend  greatly  to  the  re-esta- 
blishment and  security  of  the  ba- 
lance of  Europe*'  On  the  10th, 
the  king,  bating  placed  the  gOTem. 
Dent  of  the  nation  in  the  hands  of 
John,  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, and  nineteen  other  pri?y 
counsellors,  embarked  at  Harwich, 
on  a  Tisit  to  Hanover. 

The  first  notice  which  the  British 
public  had  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Pretender  was  from  a  paragraph 
in  the  General  Evening  Posij 
which  said,  ^  The  Pretender's  eld- 
est son  put  to  sea  July  14,  from 
France,  in  an  armed  ship  of  sixty 
guns,  proTidcd  with  a  large  quan- 
tity of  warlike  stores,  together  with 
a  frigate  of  thirty  guns,  and  a 
number  of  smaller  armed  vessels,  in 
order  to  land  in  Scotland,  where  he 
expected  to  find  twenty  thousand 
men  in  arms,  to  make  good  his  fa- 
ther's pretensions  to  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain.  He  was  to  be  joined 
by  ^le  ships  of  the  line  from  Brest, 
ao^  four  thousand  fire  hundred 
Spaniards  were  embarking  at  Fer- 
rol.' 

The  young  Pretender,  followed 
Ijf  Mbont  fifty  Scotch  and  Irish  ad- 


venturers, came  imcog.  tbroigb 
Normandy,  and  embarked  on  bond 
a  ship  of  war  of  ^htoen  guns, 
which  was  joined  off  Belleule  hy 
the  Elisabeth,  and  other  ships. 
They  intended  to  have  sailed  north- 
about,  and  have  landed  in  Scotland. 
On  the  ^Olh  they  came  up  with  an 
English  fleet  of  merchant-vcsseb, 
under  convoy  of  the  Lion  Ban  of 
war,  of  fifty-eight  guns,  cooMMaded 
by  Captain  Brett,  who  imacdiately 
bore  down  uiH>n  the  French  line- 
of-battle  «hip,  which  he  engaged 
within  pistol-shot  five  houn,  bdng 
constantly  annoyed  by  the  smaller 
ships  of  the  oiemy.  The  rigging 
of  the  Lidli  was  cut  to  pieces ;  her 
misen-mast,  mixen-topmast,  nuvhi- 
yard,  and  fore-topsail,  were  shot 
away ;  all  her  lower  masts  and  top 
masts  shot  through  in  many  (ilaees, 
so  that  she  lay  niuxxled  on  the  sea, 
and  could  do  nothing  widi  her  sails. 
Thus  situated,  the  French  ships 
sheered  off,  and  the  Don  could 
make  no  effort  to  follow  them. 
Capt.  Brett  had  forty-five  men 
killed  ;  himself,  all  his  lieatenants, 
the  master,  several  midshipmen,  and 
one  hundred  and  seven  foremast 
men,  wounded.  His  principal  an- 
tagonist, the  Elizabeth,  with  diffi- 
culty got  back  to  Brest,  qoHe  db- 
abled,  and  had  sixty-four  urn 
killed,  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
dangerously  wounded,  and  a  nuai- 
ber  more  slightly.  She  had  on 
board  four  hundred  thousand 
pounds  sterling,  and  arms  and 
ammunition  for  several  thoosand 
men. 

I'he  French  court,  the  expedition 
thus  miscarrying,  pretended  igno- 
rance of  the  circumstance. 

Meanwhile,  the  Camerons,  the 
Macdonalds,  and  many  other  clans, 
were  in  arms,  in  expectation  of 
their  friends  from  France.  They 
came  down  into  the  lowlands  in 
parties,  carried  off  by  force  many 
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men  to  fill  their  ranks,  and  com- 
mitted farioos  other  disortlen. 

The  Pretender,  having  embarked 
In  another  vhip,  again  sailed  from 
France,  and  eluded  the  English 
cruisers  so  as  to  gife  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  landing,  which  he  effected 
with  his  followers  on  the  Isle  of 
Sky,  opposite  to  Lochabar,  in  the 
county  of  Inverness,  about  the  end 
of  the  month  of  July,  taking  up  his 
residence  at  the  house  of  a  papist 
priest,  with  whom  he  remained 
three  weeks,  while  his  emissaries 
were  raising  men  for  his  serf  Ice.* 
At  length,  at  the  head  of  about  two 
thousand,  he  began  his  march,  un- 
der a  standard  on  which  was  the 
motto  ^  Tandem  triumphans'^^^/ 
length  triumphant,* 

The  rebels  now  marched  towards 
Fort  William,  where  the  young 
Prolender  published  a  manifesto, 
which  his  father  had  signed  at  Rome, 
containing  abundant  promises  to 
such  as  would  adhere  to  his  cause  ; 
two  of  which  were,  a  dissolution  of 
the  union  betw(H;n  the  two  king- 
doms, and  a  payment  of  the  na- 
tional debt. 

This  circumstance  induced  many 
of  the  ignorant  country  people  to 
flock  to  bis  standard,  till  at  length 
his  undisciplined  rabble  began  to 
assume  the  appearance  of  an  army, 
which  struck  terror  to  the  well- 
affected  wherever  it  came. 

These  transactions,  however,  had 
not  passed  so  secretly,  but  that  the 
gOTcrnor  of  Fort  William  informed 
the  Lord  Justice  Clerk  of  Edin- 
burgh of  all  he  could  learn  of  the 
affair,  on  which  the  latter  dis- 
patched an  express  to  the  north, 
ordering  the  assistance  of  all  offi- 
cers, civil  and  military  ;  and  this 
express  arrived  about  the  time  that 
the  Pretender  erected  his  standard* 

The  governor  of  Fort  William, 
having  receiTed  these  orders,  dis- 
patched two  companies  of  St.  Clalr*s 


and  Murray's  regiments  of  foot  to 
oppose  the  rebels.  These  were  at- 
tacked by  a  far  superior  number  of 
Highlanders,  which  they  contended 
against  until  they  fired  away  all 
their  ammunition ;  after  which 
they  were  attacked  in  front,  flank, 
and  rear,  and  near  half  their  num. 
ber  killed  before  they  surrendered. 
Captain  Scott,  their  brave  com. 
mandcr,  was  wounded ;  but  the 
rebels  gave  him  and  his  remaining 
officers  their  parole  of  honour, 
while  the  priTate  soldiers  were  sent 
to  prison. 

In  the  interim  the  Lord  Justice 
Clerk  directed  Sir  John  Cope,  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  forces  in  the 
south  of  Scotland,  to  march  against 
the  rebels ;  but,  in  making  the  cir- 
cuit of  the  immense  mountains  of 
Argyleshire,  the  two  armies  failed 
to  meet ;  on  which  Sir  John  went 
to  Inverness,  to  refresh  his  troops 
after  the  fatigue  of  the  march. 

The  armies  hafing  thus  casually 
missed  each  other,  the  rebels  pro- 
ceeded to  Perth,  and,  hafing  taken 
possession  of  that  place,  the  Pre- 
tender  issued  his  orders  for  all  per- 
sons who  were  in  possession  of 
public  money  to  pay  it  into  the 
bands  of  his  secretary,  whose  re- 
ceipts should  be  a  full  acquittal  for 
the  same. 

The  rebel  numbers  had  now 
greatly  increased,  and  In  September 
the  Pretender  issued  a  proclama- 
tion. The  prof  ost  and  magistrates 
left  the  city,  and  others  were  imme- 
diately appointed  in  their  room* 
Here  the  rebels  were  joined  by  a 
person  calling  himself  the  Duke  of 
Perth,  Lord  Greorge  Murray,  Lord 
Nairn,  the  Hon.  William  Murray, 
Messrs.  Oliphant,  father  and  son, 
of  Cask,  George  Kelly,  Esq.  (who, 
with  the  late  Bishop  of  Hbchester, 
was  committed  to  the  Tower,  and 
thence  escaped),  and  seferal  other 
Scotch  gentlemeo  of  influence,  with 
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MIowcn, 

Tke  oifiml  piipen  dktntated 
oa  thiM :  ^  CbarleSt  Prioce  9f 
WAlef,  aad  Regeat  of  Scottead, 
Eaglaod,  Fraoce,  and  Ireland,  aad 
•r  the  domiaiont  thefeta  bdongiaf.' 

la  tke  acaa  time  General  Cope 
feat  friMi  la^emeM  an  expre«  to 
Aberdeea,  for  tlie  traafport-vesiels 
ia  Aat  harboar  to  be  readj  to  re. 
ceiTe  kit  troope;  and,  eatbarkiag 
aa  tW  ISth  of  September,  he  dia- 
embarked  them  at  Daabar. 

Dariag  these  traniactjoot  Geaerai 
Gaest,  nho  commaaded  the  castle 
•f  Ediabargh,  gave  the  magistrates 
•f  that  city  set  eral  picoce  of  caaaon 
lar  the  defeace  of  the  place ;  aad 
Colonel  JaoMs  Gardiaer  repaired 
from  Stirliag  thither,  with  two  re. 
gimmti  of  dragooas ;  bat,  learning 
that  General  Cope  had  bnded  at 
Dnnbnr,  which  ii  twentj.ee?en 
miles  eaat  of  Edinborgh,  he  pro- 
eeeded  to  effect  a  janction  with 
ftat  general. 

On  the  7th  of  September  another 
party  of  rebels  took  poueuion  of 
the  town  of  Dundee,  proclaimed 
the  Pretender,  searched  for  arms, 
and  letied  money  on  the  inhabit, 
ants,  gifing  receipts  for  the  same. 
They  seized  a  ship,  and  steered  her 
to  Perth,  supposing  there  was  gun- 
powder on  board.  On  the  11th 
they  left  Perth,  and  marched  that 
day  to  Dnmbiaine,  twenty  miles  ; 
bot  the  next  day  only  two,  to 
Down*  Their  army  crossed  the 
Forth  at  the  fords  of  Frews  on  the 
13th  (General  Biakeney  haring 
destroyed  the  bridge),  and  directed 
their  course  towards  Glasgow  ;  but 
they  shortly  after  turned  to  the 
eastward,  and  marched  by  Falkirk 
to  Callington,  four  miles  from 
Edinburgh. 

The  following  day  the  Pretender 

proceeded  through  the  Royal  Park, 

M0d  took  possession  of  Holy  rood 


iaAe 


to  the 

gates  of  the  dCy  wesc  kept  fiist 
daring  the  whoia  day;  hat  fse 
hanarad  of  inmt  rdbels,  having  eoa- 
cealea  taeameirei  la  the  sabMAs, 
took  aa  nppuitanity,  at  tor 
a'dock  the  aext  awraiag,  toMlow 
which  wae  geiag  m,  aad, 
the  gate  called  tha  Ncther- 
bow,  they  miintmafd  their  graaad 
while  the  maia  body  ranched  dtt 
ceatre  of  Ae  city » aad  fwaMd  ttKm* 
aeHes  ia  the  Pkrlmmeat  Clase. 

Thns  pamHsrt  of  the  ScotiA 
capital,  they  femad  two  thoasaad 
staad  of  arma,  aad,  oa  the  fellow, 
ing  day,  mardMd  to  oppoM  the 


royal  army  aader  the 
General  Cope ;  aad  the  two 
beiag  withia  si^t  of  each 
aear  Prestoa  Phas,  oa  the 
of  the  20th,  CoL  Gardiaer 
ly  recommeaded  It  to  ttegeaeral  to 
attack  them  during  the  eight ;  bat, 
deaf  to  this  adrice,  he  kept  the  men 
under  arms  till  moramg,  thoagh 
they  were  already  gfcatly  ha- 
rassed. 

At  ^te  in  the  momiog  the  rebels 
made  a  furious  attack  on  the  royal 
army,  which  was  thrown  iate  aa- 
speakable  confusion  by  two  regi- 
ments of  dragoons  falling  ha^  on 
the  foot.  Colonel  Gaidmer,  with 
ii?e  hundred  foot,  behared  with  an. 
common  ?alonr,  and  coreted  the 
retreat  of  those  who  fled;  bat  the 
colonel  receif  ing  a  mortal  wound, 
the  rebels  made  prisoners  of  aearly 
all  the  rest  of  the  king's  troops. 

The  following  account  of  this 
disaster  was  issued  from  Whitehall, 
London : 

^  By  an  express  arrired  this 
morning,  we  are  informed  that  Sir 
John  Cope,  with  the  troops  under 
his  command,  was  attacked  by  the 
TtbeU  on  the  Sist  instant,  at  day* 
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breaks  at  Preston,  near  Seaton, 
leYen  miles  from  Edinburgh ;  that 
the  king^s  troopi  were  defeated; 
and  that  Sir  John  Cope,  with  about 
four  hundred  and  fifty  dragoons, 
had  retired  to  Laudor.' 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  king's 
troops  was:— killed,  three  huo. 
dred;  wounded,  four  hundred  and 
fifty  ;  taken  prisoners,  fire  hundred 
and  twenty;  total,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  seventy. 

The  rebels  did  not  lose  more 
than  fifty  men. 

Flushed  with  this  partial  fictory, 
the  insurgents  returned  in  high 
spirits  to  Edinburgh.  They  now 
sent  foraging  troops  through  the 
country,  with  orders  tosoiaeali  the 
horses  and  waggons  they  could  find ; 
and,  in  the  interim,  a  party  of  them 
attempted  to  throw  up  an  intrench- 
ment  on  the  castle-hill.  Hereupon 
the  governor,  necessitated  to  op. 
pose  the  assailants,  yet  anxious  for 
the  safety  of  the  inhabitants,  sent  a 
messenger  in  the  night  to  intimate 
to  those  who  iired  near  the  castle, 
hill  that  they  would  do  well  to  re- 
moro  out  of  danger. 

As  soon  as  it  was  daylight  the 
battery  of  the  rebels  was  destroyed 
by  a  discharge  of  the  great  cannon 
from  the  Half-moon,  and  thirty  of 
them  killed,  with  three  of  the  inha- 
bitants, who  had  rashly  ventured 
near  the  spot. 

The  governor  being  greatly  defi. 
dentin  provisions,  a  gentleman  or. 
dered  above  fifty  fine  bullocks  to  be 
driven  into  the  city,  on  a  pretence 
that  they  were  for  the  use  of  the  re. 
bels  ^  and  the  persons  who  drove 
them  leaving  them  on  the  castle-hill, 
the  governor  and  five  hundred  men 
•allied  forth,  and  drove  them  in  at 
the  gate,  while  the  rebels^  played  their 
•vtillery  with  unremitting  fury. 

While  these  mfoguidcd  men  con« 
tinued  in  Edinburgh,  which  was 
about  seven  weaks,  some  noblemen 


and  their  adherents  joined*  them  ;  so 
that  their  army  became  almost  ton 
thousand  strong.  They  now  levied 
large  contributions,  not  only  in 
Eklinburgh,  but  through  the  adja*. 
cent  country ;  and  those  who  foe. 
nished  them  obtained  receipts, 
signed  <  Charles,  Prince  Regent' 

The  officers  taken  at  the  battle 
of  Preston  were  admitted  to  their 
parole,  but  the  privates  were  ill 
treated.  Their  allowance  was  only 
three  halfpence  each  per  day,  and 
their  prison  filthy,  and  destitute  of 
accommodations.  This  was  prac 
tised  in  order  to  induce  them  to  en. 
list  uiider  the  banners  of  the  Pre. 
tender,  and  they  were  tampered 
with,  promised  the  best  treatment, 
new  clothing,  and  five  guineas  per 
man,  on  their  ^  taking  St.  James's 
Palace.'  One  hundred  and  twenty, 
oppressed  by  hunger  on  the  one 
hand,  and  tempted  by  hope  of  gain 
on  the  other,  were  not  able  to 
withstand  these  double  incentives, 
and  turned  rebels  and  papists,  thus 
forfeiting  both  their  honour  and 
their  lives. 

About  thb  time  some  ships  from 
France  arrived  in  the  Forth,  laden 
with  ammunition ;  and  a  person  who 
accompanied  the  Pretender  was  dig. 
nified  with  the  title  of  ambassador 
from  his  Most  Christuin  Majesty. 

General  Wade  had  now  the  com. 
roand  of  some  forces  which  had 
reached  Yorkshire ;  and  some 
Dutch  troops  being  sent  to  augment 
these^he  marched  to  Newcastle,  with 
a  view  to  deter  the  rebels  from  enter, 
ing  the  southern  part  of  the  kingdom. 

That  celebrated  prelate,  the  late 
Dr.  Herring,  Archbishop  of  York, 
distinguished  himself  gloriously  on 
this  interesting  occasion.  Joining 
with  the  high.shedff  to  assemble  the 
freeholders,  the  archbishop  preach, 
ed  an  animated  sermon  to  them; 
and  then  the  several  partlfes  agreed 
to  assist  each  other  in  support  of 
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tMr  dfil  and  rcligioM  rights. 
Madj  peopk  10  Yorktbire  wera 
pravestod  (torn  cngagiag  io  Um  ro- 
btUkm  by  this  tpiritcd  and  well- 
tiamti  eoidmet 

TIm  Loid  PraMeot  Foibct  and 
Mm  Earl  oC  Loadon  acted  in  a 
Manaer  aqaalljr  aealoas  in  ScoCland, 
Hating  collected  a  number  of  (be 
loyal  Highlander!  into  a  bodj, 
■any  others  who  wonld  Imtc  joined 
the  rebek  were  thereby  deterred  ; 
and  thu  proceeding  proved  of  the 
voet  enential  serVioe  towards  the 
snppression  of  the  insarrection. 

The  rcbcU  qaitting  Edinburgh 
in  the  beginning  of  November, 
marched  to  Dalkeith,  where  they 
encamped ;  and  a  report  was  dr. 
cnlated  that  they  proposed  to  make 
nm  attack  on  Berwick ;  hot  this 
was  only  a  contrivance  to  conceal 
tkeir  ml  designs. 

In  the  mean  time  more  than  a 
thousand  of  the  insurgents  deserted, 
m  consequence  of  General  Wade*s 
publishing  a  pardon  to  such  as 
would  return  to  their  duty  as  good 
subjects  within  a  limited  time.  Still, 
however,  they  had  above  eight 
thousand  men  able  to  bear  arms ; 
yet  General  Wade  would  have 
marched  to  attack  them,  bat  that 
his  soldiers  were  ill  of  the  flux, 
owing  to  the  severity  of  the  season 
and  the  fatigues  they  had  under- 
gone. 

Emboldened  by  success,  and  their 

force  again^  increased,   the  rebels 

BOW  determined  to  penetrate  into 

England.     On  Saturday,  the  9th  of 

November,  aboat  three  o'clock  in 

the  aDbemoon,  the  inhabitants  of 

the  ancient  dty  of  Cariule  were 

thrown  into  the  gveatcit  aUrm  at 

soaiog  a  body  of  them  on  Stanwiz 

Bank,  within  a  quarter  of  asaile  of 

Oeui  S  A^y  It  being  market^y 

theie^  ti^  nsxcd  with  the  country 

Aeo^fle  letuming  home,  so  that  it 

possible  for  the  garriMNi  to 


ftfw  upon  them  for 
oat  risk  of  injnring  thdr  acigh* 
bonrs  along  with  thrir  cMaam; 
but  In  less  than  half  aa  hoar  the 
eoantry    people   dispencd   them* 
selves,  and  then  the  garrison  ef  the 
castle  6fed  a  ten-gun  battsry  apan 
them,  which.  It  is  bdieved,  kilkd 
several ;  when,  evening  oosMig  ea^ 
they  retreated  to  a  greater  distance 
from  the  dty,  and  the  garrison 
stood  all  the  night  under  armi.   At 
two  in  the  mominga  thick  fog  look 
place,  which  remained  till  twelve 
that  day,  when  It  cleared  ap  fsr 
about  an  hour,  and  then  the  garri- 
son discoveied  tlie  rebeb  approach- 
ing to  attack  the  dty  in  thrao  s^ 
veral  parties,  via.  one  at  Slaawis 
Bank,  commanded  by  the  Dake  af 
Ptrih ;  another  at  Shadiag-galo 
Lane,  commanded  by  the  Marquis 
of  TuUibardine,  who  also  had  the 
artUlery ;  and  the  third  in  fihck- 
well  FleMs,  where  the  PMsador 
comnsanded  the  rest  of  their  hedf , 
faring    the    Englbh  gate.    Upon 
discovering  these  three  parties  ap. 
proaching  so  near  to  the  dtj^  the 
garrisoD  fired  upon  tbes^  vii.  the 
four-gun  battery  upon  the  Marquis 
of  TuUibardine,  who  w»  hsatdto 
say,  *Gcntlemen,we  have  not  molal 
for  them— retreat ;'  which  th^  hn- 
mcdiatdy    did,   and   disappeaied* 
The  turret  guns   and  the  dlidd 
guns  were  fired  upon  the  Pretendot^s 
divUion,  where  the  white  i^  was 
displayed,  which  was  seen  to  fsll ; 
about  the  same  time  the  ten-gun 
battery  was  fired  upon  the  I>ike  of 
Perth's  divvioo,  who  also  feUnd. 
Then  the  thick  fog  struck  in  agria, 
and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  dty 
expected  nothing  but  thatagcnonl 
assault  wouM    be   made   by  the 
rebels,  i^afaist  which  the  waBs  wan 
wdl  luied  with  men  ;  and  sateial 
gentlemen  of  note  were  all  aighl 
ander  arms  to  enooncage  and  asM 
theas*    The  Bulitia  was  also  drawn 


w 


\ 
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up  at  the  foot  of  Cattio  Strvet,  to 
be  ready,  in  cato  of  an  attack,  to 
relief  e  and  reinforce  the  men  upon 
tiM  walla.    On  Monday  morning) 
the  fog  still  continuing  thick,  the 
garrison  could  not  obsert e  the  si- 
tuation of  the  rebelsi  but  heard 
their  pipers  plajing  not  far  from 
the     English  ^ate.     About     ten 
o'clock  a  man  was  let  down  from 
the  city  walls,  to  reconnoitre  the 
enemj ;  and  he  found  they  were 
retiring  towards  Warwick  Bridge. 
In  the  afternoon  other  spies  were 
likewise  detached  to  observe  their 
motions,   and  discotered  a  great 
number  remaining  about  Warwick 
Bridge;  but  the  Pretender,   with 
his  guard  and  attendants,  were  re- 
moTed  to  Brampton,  where  they 
lodged  themself  es  that  night ;  and 
on  Tuesday  they  lay  idle  from  all 
action,  except  feats  of  rapine  and 
plunder ;  for  they  spent  the  day  in 
hunting  and  destroying  the  sheep  of 
Lord  Carlisle's  tenants,  and  bear- 
ing off  the  country- people's  geese 
and  other  poultry.  They  also  seiied 
upon  all  the  horses  they  could  lay 
hands  on,  without  any  question  re- 
lating to  Valueorproperty ;  notwith- 
fltan£ng  they  dedared  the  design  of 
their  expedition  was  to  redressgrieT- 
anccs  and  correct  abuses*  Tuesday 
night  the  rebels    remained   quiet. 
— On  Wednesday  morning,  about 
ten    o'clock,  they    displayed  .the 
white  flag  at  Warwick  Bridge  end, 
to  which  they  were  about  throe 
hours  in   repairing.     About    one^ 
the  Young  Pretender,  attended  by 
Lord  George  Murray,  the  Duke  of 
Perth,  and  several  others,  besides 
those  called  his    guard,  came  to 
them;   upon  whidi  they  formed 
themsdves,  and  began  to  march 
again  to  Carlisle,  in  the  following 
order :  first,  two  (named  hussars) 
in    Highland    dresses,    and    high 
rough  red  caps,  like  jnoneers ;  next 
about   half  a  dozen  of  the   chief 


leaders,  followed  by  a  kettle-drum ; 
then  the  young  Pretender  himsdf, 
at  the  head  of  about  a  hundred  and 
ten  horse,  called  his  guards,  two 
and  two  abreast;  after  these,  a 
confused  multitude  of  all  sorts  of 
mean  people,  to  the  number,  as  was 
supposed.ofabont  six  thousand.  In 
this  order  they  advanced  to  the 
height  of  Warwick  Moor,  where 
they  halted  about  half  an  hour,  and 
took  an  attentive  view  of  the  dty ; 
from  thence  the  foot  took  the  lead, 
and  so  marched  to  Carlisle  about 
three  in  the  afternoon, 'when  they 
began  a  fresh  assault,  and  the  dty 
renewed  their  fire.  On  Thursday 
it  was  discovered  that  the  insar« 
gents  had  thrown  up  a  trench, 
which  intimidated  the  town ;  and  in 
a  consultation  it  bdng  resolved  to 
capitulate,  a  deputation  was  sent  to 
the  Pretender,  at  Brampton,  and 
the  town  and  castle  were  ddivered 
up  on  Friday  morning. 

About  this  period  King  Greorge 
II.  arriving  in  London  from  Uf 
continental  dominions,  both  Honsea 
of  Parliament  immediately  assem- 
bled, and  a  bill  was  passed  for  sas- 
pending  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  for 
six  months ;  by  which  measure  the 
king  was,  for  that  period,  em- 
powered to  seise  all  suspected  per- 
sons, and  commit  them  to  prison, 
without  spcdfying  the  reason  of 
such  commitment. 

The  effects  of  this  act  were  the 
appreheniion  and  commitment  of 
many  suspected  persons  in  both 
kingdoms :  but  it  did  not  appear 
to  stop  the  progress  of  the  rebel- 
lion ;  for  the  insurgents  had  by  this 
time  reached  Manchester,  where 
they  raised  a  regiment  consisting 
chiefly  of  Roman  Catholics. 

The  whole  kingdom  was  now  in 
a  ferment,  and  every  loyal  subject 
was  anxious  for  hit  personal  seen, 
rity.     The  Dake  of  Cumberland  * 
bdng  in  Flanders,  it  was  judfM^ 
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•dfinble  to  sefid  for  him  to  tmke 
the  coaimand  of  the  king's  foroei. 
About  the  time  he  arrifed  in  Lon* 
don  the  rebels  had  adf  aneed  ai  far 
at  Derby ;  but  his  rojal  highnem 
lost  no  time  in  traveliing  into  Staf. 
fordshire,  where   he  collected  all 
the  force  he  eonM,  to  stop  their 
iuther  inroads  into  the  kingdom. 
Liverpool  had  not  been  behind 
London  in  spirit  and  loyalty.    The 
inhabitants  contributed  largely  in 
assisting  the  royal  army,  at  this  in. 
ckwaent  season,  with  warm  clothing, 
and  raised   several    companies    of 
armed  men,  which  were  called  the 
Royal  Liverpool  Blues.     Some  of 
the  advanced  parties  of  rebels  hav. 
ing  appeared  in  sight  of  the  town, 
every  preparation  was  made  to  re- 
sist  them.     Finding,  at  length,  that 
the  Pretender  bent  his  march  by 
another  route  for  Manchester,  the 
Liverpool  Blues  marched  in  order 
to  destroy  the  bridges,  and  (hereby 
impede  their  progress.    This  ser. 
vice  they  effected,  breaking  them 
down  at  Warrington,  over  the  river 
Mersey,  as  far  as  Stockport.  They 
seized  two  of  the  rebels,  whom  they 
handcuffed  and  sent  to  Chester  gaol. 
Notwithstanding    these   impedi. 
ments,  the  rebels  crossed  the  Mer- 
sey   at    different    fords,    through 
which  the  Pretender  waded  breast 
high   in    water.      Their    numbers 
could  not  be  accurately  ascertained, 
their  march   being  straggling  and 
unequal,  but  about  nine  thousand 
appeared    the    aggregate.      Their 
train  of  artillery  consisted  of  six. 
teen  field- pieces  of  three  and  four 
pound  shot,  two  carriages  of  gun. 
powder,  a  number  of  covered  wag. 
gons,    and     about    one    hundred 
horses,    laden    with    ammunition. 
Their  van.guard  consisted  of  about 
two  hundred  cavalry,  badly  mount- 
ed, the  horses  appearing  poor  and 

On  cnienng  iho  town  of  Mac- 


cietSeld,  they  ordered  the  aiial 
belloun  to  go  round  and  give  no- 
tice that  billets  matt  forthwith  he 
ready  far  iva  thousand  meo,  their 
first  divhion,  on  pain  of  military 
eaecofion.  The  Pretender  hamm 
self  constantly  marched  on  foot,  at 
the  head  of  two  regiments,  one  of 
which  was  appropriated  as  Ids  body- 
guard. Hu  dress  was  a  light  plaid, 
belted  about  with  a  suh  of  blue 
silk  :  he  wore  a  grey  wig,  with  a 
blue  bonnet,  and  a  white  rose  in  it, 
and  appeared  very  dejected  at  this 
time.  His  followers  were  ordi- 
nary, except  the  two  regioieats 
mentioned,  which  appeared  to  have 
been  pick^  out  of  the  whole.  The 
arms  of  the  others  were  very  iadif- 
lerent.  Some  had  guns,  others 
only  pbtols,  the  remainder  broad 
swords  and  targets.  They  com- 
mitted various  depredatiomiB  their 
progress,  seising  aH  the  horses,  and 
plundering  the  houses  and  the  farm- 
yards. 

in  this  manner  they  proceed^to 
Derby.  At  Manchester  ft  was  ap. 
prehended,  and  not  without  reison, 
that  they  might  have  resclied  the 
metropolis,  the  duke  not  being  MIy 
prepared  to  oppose  thesi ;  or  that, 
by  their  retrograde  motions,  he 
might  have  missed  then,  m  hap- 
pened in  the  outset  with  Sir  John 
Cope  in  the  mountains  of  Argyle- 
shire.  Though  we  cannot,  con- 
sistentiy  with  the  plan  of  our  work, 
occupy  many  more  pages  npoo  this 
subject,  yet,  all-important  as  it  was 
at  the  time  it  occurred,  and  Its  his- 
tory  doubtiess  new  to  the  yoooger 
part  of  our  readers,  we  will  give 
some  description  of  the  befaaviour 
of  this  rebellions  faction  oa  their 
march,  with  the  panic  which  seised 
them,  and  their  flight  baekagaiAto 
Scotland* 

On  the  38th  of  November  sn 
advanced  pasty  of  rebeb  entered 
MancKeslcr)  immedmteiy  beat  op 


J 


\ 


KNAPP  ft  BALDWIN'S  NEW6ATB  CALENDAR.       47S 

for  TolontMrt)  and  enlisted  teveiml  Tliete  daring    tniiton  had  de- 

papists  and  nonjurors ;  to  whom  spoiled  tlic  conntry  as  far  as  Derlij 

thej|»rofii^ftf«f  fire  guineas  each,  bat  before  thej  were  eonrinced  of  tlie 

•gaTO  them  little  more  than  white  danger  thej  were  incurring.    Find, 

coclcades,  and  what  they  called  en.  ing,  howerer,  that  the  dake  was 

listing  money*    They  then  ordered  awaiting  their  farther  progress^  ad^ 

quarters  to  be  prepared  for  ten  Tantageovsly  posted,  and  in  force 

thousand  men.     Upon  the  arriral  which  they  appeared  unwilling  to 

of  the  main  body,   a  detachment  encounter,  a  panic  orercame  tlMS ; 

examined  the   best   houses,    fixed  andthey  had  barely  measured  a  Bile 

upon  one  for  the  Pretender,  and  on  the  road  to  London,  when  they 

others  for  the  principal    officers,  halted,  held  a  consultation,  wheeled 

They  ordered  the  bellman  to  go  round,  and  retraced  their  steps  to 

round  the  town,  and  glre  notice  to  Derby.     On  their  second  risit  to 

all  persons  belonging  to  the  excise,  thu  already  oppressed  town  they 

Innkeepers,  he.  forthwith  to  ap.  leried    contributions   to    a    large 

pear,  and  bring  their  acquittances  amount,  and  threatened  destmetion 

and  rolls,  and  all  the  ready  cash  to  it  unless  instantly  complied 


they  had  in  their  hands  belonging  They  took  what  was  hastily  brooght 
to  goremment,  on  pain  of  military  to  them,  meanly  i>lundered  whst- 
execution.  The  Pretender  was  then  erer  fell  in  their  way,  and  depurt- 
proclaimed  King  of  England,  and  ed  sullen  and  dejected, 
the  terrified  inhabitants  were  or.  From  this  moment  they  songht 
dered  to  illuminate  their  houses.  to  regain  Scotland,  and  by  forced 
In  order  to  decelTe  the  Duke  of  marches  the  duke  parsued  them. 
Cumberland,  whose  army  was  aug.  However  oppressive  their  conduct 
men  ting  in  Staffordshire,  sometimes  in  ad? ancing,  they  committed  mar. 
they  gave  ont  that  their  route  was  der  and  wanton  mischief,  and  seiaed 
for  Chester;  then  to  Knotsford,  whaterer  they  could  carry  offj  in 
M iddlewich,  and  Nantwich ;  at'  their  retreat, 
other  tiroes  they  pretended  they  The  rebels  in  arms  in  Scotland 
were  going  into  Wales.  The  duke,  had,  before  this,  been  joined  by 
howercr,  took  those  measures  which  some  French  troops,  the  commander 
could  not  fail  of  checking  their  pro-  of  which  declared  tluit  he  invaded 
gress,  should  they  push  for  London,  the  British  dominions  in  the  name 
He  concentrated  the  troops  near  of,  and  for  his  master,  Louis  XV. ; 
Northampton,  a  position  which  the  and,  about  thip  period,  the  Pre. 
rebels  could  not  pass,  by  the  direct  tender's  army  received  the  agreeable 
road,  without  risking  a  battle.  It  news  that  Lord  Drummond  had  de- 
was  still  apprehen(M  that  with  feated  the  Highlanders  commanded 
forced  marches,  and  advancing  very  by  the  £arl  of  London,  and  had 
rapidly,  they  meant  to  avoid  the  arrived  at  Perth  with  three  thoo. 
duke,  by  a  circuitous  route  through  sand  men. 

Derbyshire  and   Nottinghamshire.        it  is  high  time,  in  our  summary 

Fortunately,  they  trifled  away  much  of  this  very  remarkable  epoch  of 

time  in  rauing  regiments,  a  proposi.  the  British  history,  which  might  fill 

Hon  of  Mr.  Townley,  who  was  ap.  an  interesting  volume,  to  take  a 

pointed  a  colonel,  afterwards  taken  view  of  the  proceedings  of  the  gal. 

prisoner  at  Carlisle,   and,  among  lent  Duke  of  Cumberland.    On  the 

nany  others,  hanged,  as  we  shall  6th  of  December  he  was  at  Coven, 

hereafter  describe.  try  with  the  horse  s^iul  tht  infantry 
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encmped  apon  Meridon  Conmoo, 
wbere  thej  reoeired  the  warm  clotlu 
ing  labicribed  for  in  London,  Li- 
verpool, and  other  towns.  On  the 
9th  he  pushed  on  at  the  bead  of  the 


with  ioocnaiit  ararchet  for  tht  lift 
three  or  foor  dajt,  were  coapdIU 
to  halt  a  day.  Thb  bdng  aMie 
known  to  the  Duke  of  CanilwriaBd« 
he  redoubled  hb  efforts  to  overtake 
them  with  his  cavalrf.     He  hid 


cavalrj,  and  a  thousand  fresh  to- 

ianteers  mounted,  in  pursuit  of  the    lieen   reoentlj  joined  bj  Greaenl 

rebeb,  with  a  view  to  skirmish  with    Oglethorpe,  whose  squadrons  hid 


tliem  until  the  foot  came  up;  but 
thcj  fled  at  their  ntrooit  speed 
through  AshlMum,  Leek,  Maccles- 
field, Manchester,  Leigh,  Wigan, 
and  Preston. 

In  order  to  enable  the  duke  to 
continue  hit  pursuit,  the  gentlemen 
of  Staffordshire  profided  horses  to 
carry  the  foot  soldiers.  The  flou- 
rishing town  of  Birmingham  fol- 
lowed this  laudable  example;  and 
Sir  L.  Holt,  of  Ashton  Hall,  near 
thereto,  furnished  two  hundred 
and  fiftj,  sending  even  hu  coach- 
horses  on  this  service:  for  which 


moved  from  Doocaster  without  a 
halt,  and  in  three  days  had  gained 
a  hundred  miles  over  snow  and  iea. 
By  pushing  the  horses  to  the  atmost, 
the  duke  actually  entered  Prestoa 
only  four  hours  after  the  rear  of  the 
rebels  had  left  it ;  but  in  turn  he  was 
now  compelled  to  halt  and  refresh. 
At  Kendal  the  country  rose  upon 
the  retreating  insurgents :  they  took 
three  of  their  men,  two  women,  and 
several  horses ;  in  doing  which  three 
of  the  people  were  killed.    The 
Pretender  halted  at  Sbap  the  saiM 
night ;  and,  fearing  to  be  treated  la 
like  manner  at  Penryth,  he  eade^ 
vored  to  a? old  that  town,  in  which 


he  received  the  thanks  of  the  Eng- 
Ibh  commander-in-chief. 

Field-marshal    Wade,   with   hb  attempt  he  was  met  by  a  great  Ba». 

detachment  of  the   British  army,  l^r  of  the  incensed  inhabitants  on 

was  at  this  time  at  Wakefield.     It  Lazenby  Moor  ;  upon  which  they 

had  been  resolved,  in  a  council  of  turned  off  to  Temple  Sowerby,  but 

war  held  on  the  8th  at  Ferrybridge,  were  hunted  and  galled  the  whole 

to  march  with  all  expedition  into  day,  and  at  length  drim  into  Or. 

Lancashire,  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  ton.     Here  they  could  wait  only  to 

the  rebels  back  to  Scotland  ;  but,  feed  their  horses  in  the  street,  and 


finding  they  had  proceeded  too  far 
in  their  flight  to  effect  thu,  he  dis. 
patched  General  Oglethorpe  with 
the  cavalry,  to  hang  upon  and  ha- 
rass their  rear. 

The  French  force  which  landed 
in  favour  of  the  rebels  brought 
with  them  a  train  of  artillery  of  such 
heary  metal  as  to  require  about  a 
dozen  of  their  horses  to  draw  an 
eighteen.pounder.  With  this  train 
they  adfanced  from  Montrose  to 
Perth,  by  Brechin.  They  had  erery 
difficulty -to  encounter;  the  season 
rendered  the  roads  extremely  bad, 
and  the  country- people  annoyed 
^em  in  all  directions. 
At  Prestoa f  the  rebels^  wearied 


then  set  forward,  ha? ing  pressed  a 
guide;  but  were  pursued  by  the 
loyal  people  of  Appleby  and 
Brough,  who  took  the  Duke  of 
Perth's  mbtress  and  another  gen- 
tlewoman, their  carriage  hafiag 
broken  down.  By  way  of  retalia* 
tion,  the  rebeb  committed  great 
spoliations  as  they  passed,  plunder* 
ing  houses  and  shops,  destroying 
goods,  and  depriving  men  of  their 
shoes,  stockings,  breeches — nay, 
often  stripping  them  altogether. 

After  seferal  forced  marches,  the 
Duke  of  Cumberiand  at  length  came 
up  with  the  rebels  at  Louther  Hall, 
which  they  had  taken  possessioo  of, 
but  aliaiidoned  it  on  hb  approach. 
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and  threw  therotdvet  Into  the  Til- 
lage of  Clifton,  three  miles  from 
P^nrjth.  The  dragoons  immedi- 
ate! j  diflmoanted,  and  made  so  Ti- 
gorous  an  attack,  that  in  about  an 
hoar's  time  t|ie  rebels  were  drifen, 
though  in  a  strong  and  defensible 
post.  It  became  dark  before  the 
assault  was  ofer,  and  thus  it  was 
rendered  impossible  to  calculate 
their  loss,  or  to  pursue  them.  Of 
the  king's  forces,  forty  were  killed 
and  wounded ;  and  among  the 
latter  were  Colonel  Honeywood, 
Captain  East,  and  the  Comets 
Owen  and  Hamilton.  These  offi- 
oers  declared  that,  when  fallen,  the 
rebels  struck  at  them  with  their 
broad  swords,  crying,  <  No  quar. 
ter !  kill  them !'  They  then  carried 
off  their  wounded,  and  fled  to  Car. 
lisle,  which  city  they  held  posses, 
sion  of  since  its  disgraceful  capita- 
lation,  and  which  the  English  made 
Immediate  preparation  to  infest.^ 

A  fresh  detachment  from  Marshal 
Wade  haYing  joined  the  duke,  with 
a  train  of  battering  cannon  from 
WhitehaYen,  he  began  his  line  of 
march  for  Carlisle,  and  gare  orders 
for  raising  the  posse  comitatus  (the 
whole  body  of  the  people).  Upon 
his  near  approach,  he  found  that  the 
main  body  of  the  rebels  had  aban. 
doned  the  city  for  Scotland,  leafing 
behind  a  garrison.  He,  howcTer,  in. 
▼ested  it  In  all  quarters,  and  the  be- 
sieged  fired  their  cannon  with  great 
fary,  but  little  execution. 

During  these  operations  the  Sea. 
horse  frigate  captured  a  large 
ship,  a  part  of  a  small  French  fleet 
fall  of  troops  and  warlike  stores, 
destined  for  Scotland,  and  brought 
her  into  Dotct.  On  board  were 
twenty.two  officers,  all  of  whom 
were  Scotch  and  Irish,  prOTided 
with  commissions  from  the  King  of 
France,  and  a  proportional  number 
of  soldiers. 

To  return  to  Carlule :— the  Doke 


of  Cumberland  threw  up  batteries 
to  bombajd  It,  while  the  rebels 
burnt  part  of  the  suburbs,  and 
hanged  three  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  batteries,  which  took  seweral 
days  in  constructing,  being  com- 
pleted, were  opened  upon  the  city ; 
but  towards  eToning,  the  ammanl- 
tion  being  expended,  they  ceased, 
waiting  for  a  fresh  supply,  which, 
howcYcr,  fortunately  arrived  next 
day,  and  the  cannonade  was  re- 
sumed ;  but,  upon  the  rebels  hoist- 
ing a  white  flag,  it  again  ceased. 
In  about  two  hours  a  rebel  officer 
advanced  with  a  flag  of  trace,  and 
a  letter,  signed  *  John  Hamilton, 
Crovemor  of  Carlisle.*  This  letter 
proposed  hostages  to  be  glTen  and 
exchanged,  in  order  io  prepare  a 
capitulation.  To  this  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  returned  for  answer, 
^  That  he  would  make  no  exchange 
of  hostages  with  rebels.'  Another 
flag  arrived  from  the  self»callcd  go. 
▼ernor,  desiring  to  know  what  terms 
the  duke  would  grant  him  and  his 
garrison.  To  this  it  was  answered, 
that  the  utmost  terms  he  would 
grant  were,  ^  not  to  put  them  to 
the  sword,  but  to  reserve  them  for 
his  Majesty's  pleasure;'  whereupon 
he  surrendered  thedty,  praying  the 
duke  to  intercede  for  his  majesty's 
royal  clemency,  and  that  the  officers' 
clothes  and  baggage  might  be  safe ; 
and  at  three  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
SOlh  of  December  the  King's  troops 
once  more  took  possession  of  the 
devoted  city  of  Carlisle. 

This  service  being  performed,  and 
information  being  received  that  the 
French  had  an  intention  of  invading 
England,  the  Dukd  of  Cumberland 
went  to  London  to  give  his  advice 
as  a  privy  counsellor,  In  conse- 
quence of  an  express  demanding  his 
attendance. 

The  main  body  of  the  rebels,  we 
have  observed,  had  left  Carlisle, 
and  In  haste   moved   forward  to 
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WM  Umad  tpdM  iy  Ihe  cmtriie 

of  that  aii  te  precefiag  day ; 

a  MMkct  fai  ifc  wdt  of ;  awl, 

the  Mvcn  of  !■§  waggoai  raaaiii 

«tf  wU  the  iaipfeMd  kMo,  W 

CMBpcUed  to  ban  Irii  taiti  mi 

aad  ta  abiadoa  aaailf 

t  wfeala  or  hii  aitiUery. 

Ediabafgh  bring  agaia  ia  pow 

Eaglish,  aai  ten  ca. 

tertaiaad  that  the  rdnb  aent  la 

ahaadoB  the  fkfe  of  Stirluf  t  »< 

proceed  thither,  Gcaeral  Hawlej 

to 


tovardiStir. 

of  theEagliA, 

bj  the  gallant  G«ieral 

The  gates  eoald  not  be 

they  theieioffe  annned 
■moned  the  gairiHM  fa 

?r;  bat  the  vderaa  ooau 

anitwered  thai  *  he  woald 
pgriih  in  ki  raini  rather  than  Bake 
tetaisvith  rebeb.'  I  a  the  river  of 
the  town  were  two  Engfiih  nwa  of 
war;  aad  the  febels,  n  cMder  to 
prevent  their  goiag  farther  ap, 
elected  a  battery,  which  the  thipt 
toon  dcatrojed,  and  caused  thes  to 
retreat  a  aile,  where  thej  erected 
aaother,  bat  did  HtHe  eiccatioB. 
They  now  prepared  for  a  Yigoront 
attack  apon  the  cattle,  got  lonia 
heavy  picoet  of  ordnance  acron  the 
Forth,  erected  a  battery  against  it, 
and  called  in  all  their  forces.  Ge. 
neral  Blakeney  fired  apon  then, 
and  repeatedly  drove  then  fron 
thdr  works. 

General  Hawley,  at  the  head  of 
sack  troops  as  be  cooM  form  in 
order  of  battle,  marched  to  attempt 
to  raise  the  siege;  bot  the  rebels 
made  a  desperate  attack,  at  the 
commencement  of  which  bis  artil- 
lery horses,  terrified,  broke  thrir 
traces,  and  ran  away.  Some  of  the 
dragoons,  seing  this,  also  gave  way; 
and,  in  short,  the  rebels  had  the 
advantage. 

At  the  b^inning  of  the  battle  a 
violent  storm  of  snow  and  rain  arose, 
which  blew  and  beat  in  the  faces  of 
the  £nglish.  General  Hawlcy  re- 
treated to  Linlithgow.    His  powder 

*  On  liis  arriTal  at  Glasgow,  the  Pretender  sent  for  the  provoi^  (the  ptiaiciftA' 
of  the  ciu«)  end  demanded  the  namet  of  all  those  who  had  sobteribed  for  raiung  trooM 
•Saintt  hini,  threatening  to  hang  him  on  his  refusal.  To  this  the  provost  replied, '  I  will 
■lot  give  ap  the  name  of  anj  one  person  in  the  citj ;  hot  I  myself  i ubscribed  more  thia 
^JoUitr,    I  tbonglu  it  mj  dvAy^  and  1  tm  not  afinid  m  die  in  aooh  a  caws*' 


thoseplaoes.  The  rebels,  abandaa. 
log  Stirling,  laid  siega  to  Fort  Mfi. 
liam ;  bat,  after  a  long  attadL,  ia 
which  they  fired  hot  bsn,  ia  bopss 
of  setting  it  on  fire,  thef  gave  ap 
tiut  design  alio. 

Varioas  were  the  sklimbhcs  ia 
different  parts  of  Soothmd,  aad  fre. 
qaentiy  to  the  advaatage  of  the 
rebels,  antil  it  was  at  length  re. 
solved  in  coandl  to  take  sach 
steps  as  might  elliBCtaally  crash  tts 
rebellion.  Hereupon  the  I>ike  of 
Cumberbuid  set  oot  for  Scotland, 
and,  Uking  the  coaosand  of  the 
army,  immediately  marched  to  pnr. 
snit  of  the  rebels.  The  pvtiealars 
of  this  march  we  shaN  net  ename- 
rate;  but,fortheporposeofhfiBg. 
ing  our  hutory  to  a  close,  preseat 
the  two  armies  in  order  of  hatlle 
at  Calloden ;  the  resalt  of  whkh 
crushed  this  rebellion.  Th^  were 
respectively  commanded  bj  Ae 
duke  and  the  Pretender  in  person  t 
and  the  following,  taken  fron  the 
London  Gazette,  is  the  eonquefoi's 
account  of  the  battle  :— 

«  On  Tuesday  the  1 6th  of  April 
the  rebels  burnt  Fort  Augustas, 
which  convinced  us  of  their  resolu- 
tion to  stand  an  engagement  wHh 


^ 
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the  kiDg's  troops.  Wa  g«?6  onr 
men  a  day's  halt  at  Nairn ,  and  on 
the  i6th  marched  from  thence,  be- 
tween four  and  five,  in  four  columns. 
The  three  lines  of  foot  (reckoning 
the  reserve  for  one)  were  broken 
into  three  from  the  right,  which 
made  the  three  columns  equal,  and 
each  of  h've  battalions.  The  artil- 
lery and  baggage  followed  the  first 
column  upon  the  right,  and  the 
caralrj  mside  the  fourth  column  on 
the  left. 

^  After  we  had  marched  abont 
eight  miles,  our  adfanced  guard, 
composed  of  about  forty  of  Kings- 
ton's, and  the  Highlanders,  led  by 
the  quarter.master-general,  per- 
catfed  the  rebels,  at  some  distance,  * 
making  a  motion  towards  us  on  the 
left,  upon  which  we  immediately 
formed  ;  but,  finding  the  rebeb  were 
still  a  good  way  from  us,  and  that 
the  whole  body  did  not  come  for. 
ward,  we  put  ourseUes  again  upon 
our  march  in  our  former  posture, 
and  continued  it  to  within  a  mile  of 
them,  where  we  formed  in  the  same 
order  as  before.  After  reconnoi- 
treing  their  situation,  we  found 
them  posted  behind  some  old  walls 
and  hilts,  in  a  line  with  Cnlloden 
House.  As  we  thought  our  right 
entirely  secure,  General  Hawley 
and  General  Bland  went  to  the  left 
with  the  two  regiments  of  dragoons, 
to  endeavour  toifaii  upon  the  right 
iank  of  the  rebeb ;  and  Kingston's 
horse  was  ordered  to  the  reserve. 
The  ten  pieces  of  cannon  were  dis- 
posed, two  in  each  of  the  intervals 
of  the  first  line ;  and  all  oar  High- 
landers (except  about  one  hundred 
4iid  forty,  which  were  upon  the  left 
with  Creneral  Hawley,  and  who  be- 
haved oztremely  well)  were  left  to 
guard  the  baggage. 

*  When  we  were  advanced  within 
fife  hundred  yaids  of.  the  rebels,  we 
found  the  morass  upon.oor  right  was 
ended,  which  left  our  right  flank 


quite  Mcoverod  io  (iMm :  his  voyal 
highness  thereupon  immediately 
ordered  Kingston's  horse  from  the 
reserve,  and  a  little  -squadron  of 
about  sixty  of  Cobham's,  which  had 
been  patrolling,  to  cover  our  flank  ; 
and  Pulleney's  regiment  was  order- 
ed from  the  reserve  to  Jthe  right  of 
the  Royals. 

<  We  spent  above  half  an  heoe, 
after  that,  trying  whioh  should  gain 
the  flank  of  the  other;  nnd  hk 
royal  highness  having  sent  Load 
Bury  forward  within  a  hundred 
yards  of  the  rebeb,  to  Teconnoitre 
somewhat  that  appeared  like  a  bat- 
tery to  us,  they  thereupon  began 
firing  their  cannon,  which  was  ex- 
tremely ill  served  and  ill  pointed : 
ours  immediately  answered  them, 
which  began  tiieir  confosioo.  They 
then  came  running  on  in  their  wild 
manner ;  and  upon  the  right,  where 
his  royal  highness  had  placed  him- 
self, imagining  the  greatest  push 
would  be  there,  they  came  down 
three  several  times  within  a  hundfod 
yards  of  our  men,  firing  their  pis- 
tols and  brandbhing  their  swords  ; 
but  the  Royals  and  Pulteney'a 
hardly  took  their  firelocks  from 
their  shoulders,  so  that  after  those 
faint  attempts  they  made  off,  and 
the  little  squadrons  on  onr  right 
were  sent  to  pursue  them.  €reneml 
Hawley  had,  by  the  help  of  onr 
Highlanders,  bait  down  two  little 
stone  walls,  and  came  in  upon  the 
right  flank  df  their  second  line. 

<  As  their  whole  first  line  came 
down  to  attack  at  once,  their  right 
somewhat  outflanked  Barrel's  regi- 
ment, which  was  onr  left;  and-tho 
greatest  part  of  the  little  loss  we 
sustained  was  there;  'but  Bligh's 
and  Sempil^,  giving  a  fire  upon  those 
who  had  ontlanked  Barrel's,  soon 
repulsed  them;  and  Barrel's  regi- 
ment and  the  left  of  Monro's  falriy 
beat  them  with  their  bayonets. 
There  was  scarce  a  soldier  or  officer 
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#f  BsmTt,  and  of  that  put  of 
MMm^s  which  mpi(pi^  who  Ai 
Mt  kill  OM  or  two  mm  mdk  with 
their  bayoooCs  aad  ipootooM,^ 

^  The  caralrj,  which  hadcharised 
fron  the  right  sad  left,  set  k  the 

I  wo  tqaadroBi  d 


l^atfiBffi 
the.BlKht  after  the 


it  Aad 
with 


thejr  were  coae  ia  partait  of  tiM 
raaawayr.  Lord  Aacrm  was  or- 
dand  to  panae  with  the  hone  at 
ftv  at  he  eoald ;  aad  did  it  with  to 
food  eftct  that  a  rerj  eontidenriile 
■aaiber  wat  lulled  ia  the  partaic 

^  At  we  were  aa  oar  auuch  to 
laferaew,  aad  were  aearlj  errired 
there,  Major-general  BUnd  teat  the 
aaaeied  papers,  which  he  reoeifcd 
froBi  the  French  oficen  and  loldiert 
tarreoderiagtheaitelret  pritonento 
hit  rofal  highaeit.  Major-general 
BUad  had  alto  auuie  great  tlaaghler, 
aad  took  aboat  iftj  French  olicert 
aad  toldierf  prltonen  In  his  partait 

<  By  the  best  calcnlation  that  can 
be  nade,  it  b  thought  the  rebels  lost 
two  thoBsaod  men  apon  the  field 
of  battle  and  in  the  partait.  We 
hare  here  one  hundred  and  twenty, 
two  French  and  three  hundred  and 
twentj^siz  rebel  prisoners.  Lieu, 
tenant-colonel  Howard  killed  an 
officer,  who  appeared  to  be  Lord 
Strathallan  by  the  teal  and  diflferent 
commitsiont  from  the  Pretender 
fonod  in  his  pocket 

'  It  it  taid  Lord  Perth,  Lord 
Nairn,  Lochiel,  Keppock,  and  Ap. 
pin  Stuart,  are  alto  killed.  All 
their  artillery  and  ammunition  were 
taken,  as  well  as  the  Pretender's, 
and  all  their  baggage.  There  were 
alto  twelfe  colours  taken. 

*  All  the  generalt,  officert,  and 
toldiers,  did  their  utmost  duty  in 
his  majesty's  serrice,  and  showed 
the  greatest  seal  and  brarery  on 
thb  occasion. 

*  The  Pretender's  son,  it  is  taid, 


and     people 


orto  the  Fiater^  coairtry,  lo  atteck 
all  the  Ttbelt  he  mijr  fiad  then. 
Loffd  SatharlaBd*t  aad  Lard  Reef's 

MtfliaeioeBer 
aad  have  taken  apwardt  ef  I 
dred  rebels,  who  are  teat  fbr;  aad 
there  it  great  leuoa  la  htuefe 
Lord  CroaMTtie  aad  hit  tea  are  abo 
ttkem.  The  Moaroct  hate  klled 
fifty  of  the  rebebia  their  fight  As 
it  b  not  known  where  the  gvcalBst 
bodiet  of  them  are,  or  wUch  way 
they  hare  taken  ia  their  flight,  hb 
roj^  highness  hst  aot  yet  deter. 
pained  which  way  to  amrdu  Oa 
the  17th,  at  hb  rml  Ughasw  wat 
at  dinner,  three  oftont,  aad  aboat 
tiateen  of  Fits  James's  r^pmeat, 
who  were  moaated,  caaw  aadsar. 
rendered  theaitelvet  priteaeit. 

<  The  killed,  woaaded,  aad  iHit. 
ing,  of  the  king's  troops,  smoaat  to 
abore  three  haodred* 

<  The  French  offiesffs  wiD  he  aU 
sent  to  Carlble,  till  hb  smjesty't 
pleature  shall  be  known. 

*  The  rebels,  by  thrir  own  ae. 
counts,  make  their  lots  greater  by 
two  thousand  men  than  we  hare 
stated  it.  Four  of  their  priadpal 
ladiet  are  in  custody,  rb.  I^y 
Ogilfie,  Lady  Kinloch,  Laiy  Gor- 
don,  and  the  Laird  of  M^latosh's 
wife.  Major  Grant,  the  goremor 
of  Inremets,  is  retaken,  aad  the 
Generals  Hawley,  Lord  Albeauuie, 
Hnske,  and  Bland,  hare  orders  to 
inquire  into  the  reatont  for  his  sur- 
rendering of  Fort  George. 

« Lord  Cromartie,  Lord  M^CIeod 
hb  son,  with  other  prisoners,  are 
jutt  brought  in  from  Sutherlsnd,  by 
the  Hound  tloop,  which  hb  royal 
highnets  had  tent  for  them;  and 
they  are  jott  now  landing.' 


) 


• 


I 


*  The  oficen*  hi\t-vVke%. 
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Soon  after  this  decitite  affair, 
•e?eral  other  of  the  rebel  chiefi 
were  also  taken  into  custody.  The 
noblemen  whose  names  are  prefiied 
to  this  article  possessed  great  in- 
fluence,  and  were  much  respected, 
pretious  to  these  anhappy  events ; 
of  which  having  given  a  correct  ac- 
count, we  proceed  without  farther 
comment  to  their  trials,  defence, 
speeches,  and  execution. 

On  Monday,  the  28th  of  July, 
1746,  about  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  the  rebel  lords,  prisoners 
in  the  Tower,  were  carried  from 
thence  in  three  coaches,  under  a 
strong  guard  of  foot-soldiers,  to 
Westminster  Hall,  where  the  Lord 
High  Steward  and  the  Peers  having 
taken  their  seats,  proclamation  was 
made  for  the  Lieutenant  of  the 
Tower  of  London  to  return  the 
precept  to  him  directed,  with  the 
bodies  of  the  prisoners.  This  done, 
the  gentleman-gaoler  of  the  Tower 
brought  his  prisoners  to  the  bar ; 
and  the  proclamation  was  made  for 
the  kingU  evidence  to  come  forth. 
The  king's  counsel,  by  his  grace's 
direction,  opened  the  indictment, 
which  being  done,  William,  Earl 
of  Kilmarnock,  was  brought  to  the 
bar,  and  his  bill  of  indictment  for 
high  treason  read,  to  which  his  lord* 
ship  pleaded  guilty,  and  desired  to 
be  recommended  to  his  majesty  for 
mercy.  Then  George,  Earl  of  Cro- 
martie,  was  brought  to  the  bar,  &c. 
who  also  pleaded  guilty,  and  prayed 
for  mercy.  After  which  Arthur, 
Lord  fialmerino,  was  brought  to  the 
bar,  &c.  who  pleaded  not  guilty, 
alleging  that  he  was  not  at  Carlble 
at  the  time  specified  in  the  indict- 
ment; whereupon  six  witnesses  for 
the  crown  were  called  in  and  ex- 
amined, whose  eTidence  was  dis- 
tinctly repeated  by  the  reading- 
clerk,  proving  that  his  lordship  en- 
tered Carlisle  (though  not  the  same 
day),  sword  in  hand,  at  the  head  of 

YOL.  I. 


a  regiment  called  by  liis  name.  To 
this  he  made  an  exception,  which  was 
overruled.  The  Lord  High  Steward 
then  asked  him  if  he  had  any  wit- 
ness, or  any  thing  to  offer  in  his 
defence.  To  which  he  replied,  he 
was  sorry  he  had  given  their  lord- 
ships so  much  trouble,  and  had  no- 
thing more  to  say.  Hereupon  their 
lordships  retired  out  of  Westminster 
Hall  to  the  House  of  Peers,  where 
the  opinion  of  the  judges  was  asked 
touching  the  overt  act,  which  they 
declaring  to  be  not  material,  as 
other  facts  were  prored  beyond  con- 
tradiction, their  lordships  returned, 
and  his  grace  putting  the  question 
to  the  youngest  baron,  ^  whether 
Arthur,  Lord  Balmerino,  was  guilty 
or  not  guilty,  &c.'  he  clapp^  his 
right  hand  to  bis  left  breast,  (ac- 
cording to  the  usual  form,)  and  said, 
*  Guilty,  upon  my  honour,  my  lord/ 
as  did  all  the  rest  of  the  peers.  And 
the  prisoners  being  again  called  to 
the  bar,  the  Lord  High  Steward 
declared  their  resolutions ;  and  they 
were  ordered  to  h€  brought  up  on 
the  30th,  ateleren  o'clock  in  tho 
morning,  to  receive  sentence. 

Written  notice  was  given  them 
to  bring  what  they  might  have  to 
offer  in  arrest  of  judgment.  There 
were  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
peers  present. 

On  the  SOth  the  Lord  Higk 
Stcwmrd  went  to  Westminster  Hall, 
attended  as  before:  and  the  pri- 
soners being  brought  again  before 
their  peers,  the  Earl  of  Kilmarnock 
made  a  very  elegant  and/ pathetic 
speech,  which  was  much  admired| 
to  move  their  lordships  to  intercede 
for  him  with  his  majesty ;  the  Earl 
of  Cromartie  spoke  abo  to  the  same 
effect :  but  Lord  Balmerino  pleaded^ 
in  arrest  of  judgment,  that  hb  in- 
dictment was  found  in  the  county  of 
Surrey  ;  and,  thb  being  a  point  of 
law,  desired  that  he  might  l>e  allow* 
ed  counsel  to  argue  it ;  epen  wkiiek 
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llw  i«M«l«ijff}ivmi«»l  n»  tiMir  (sluMB^  In^bmiaip  "^        "  ' 

Hfir  rii»  r!nfMifli9r  <if  ir.  Mit  «iofi  ater 

drtpwHl  rut   Pdftay  lurct.   sMd  iifi^  ' 
0#>iitiip^  Misimnu  WilbraUa  aad  Far* 

On  die  Lfit  «if  .(o^wr.  riie  LmA 
IKkIi  i^Kwafvl  ami  thu  ^«sn  Mnf 
tfiMM    to    V^tfitmiitiifsr   Rott^    tflw 

IHmi  ii'dMtt  l«M^  ««iw  limMH(ift  ii»  asac  dT  all  dnir  niiiiav  UbiIi 

fli^i  lM¥5  #i<1i  di^  J«A  (favrwft  iMiliMn  and  reliipaiMy  nater  ii» 

Hmhiw    I<«iwl4  Kilmam^tek  aoii  Cr«ir  ywnmrtkin. 

iMvrM   #((y^    f^pamrt^y    aalMift  if  ef  fian—ifrfini 

IIm9  li«i  any  fkiA^  ftv  pr«>9«*e  «iiy  faalitvief 

>wt<iiiw»t  <»ftnkl  it<€  Ik  pawiil  ayw  mmm  ia  lis  fOfai 

flMm,  to  #litd»  fli«]f  aiv)««fetf  in  aot  hm  apy  i 

Hm  nMMiife^    TIm*  Ma  f raea  ku  .  mA  craA  §» 

Uftmm  tariff d  tSftkmffipfmt^  flKU,  iuif  Mf  #My 

ito#lM9  M  a4i}MI«m,  dfewf etf  ci—  Acmnteffly  cbr 

mI^  mmI  litttf  iMv  antwftMwa,  he  i»ai  ■ajuiity^i 

IM^  toM«fceMe<yfvC,  ffkelhidiai||lt  Wl&  af  their  tej 
ie  to  mtfin^  fM  fae»C*    Bii  Im^ 

i^  yMf%  'f  Hbm  l»  #MiM  not  kafe 

laliaM  llMil  «i«p  U  ^WtAmA  httm  crowded  m  wkh  Ebeni 

^«fMia4a4  lkar«  f»a«  «««e  growndi  lioiw,  of  their  «wa  waliaa,  hay 

f«f   IM  obj#!Cfiati ;    hut    thmt   kaa  the  exaaplcs  of  fonecr  tiaiWi  aad 


Mm/iMl  h«ffr>K  nalbfied  him  there  ancompelled  bj  aaj  kv:  aed/et 

ira«  ftffiMf>fi  in  it  that  could  teed  to  in  the  noft  legal  aed  varraeteble 

hM  Mffice,  hedr^Jinfd  having  them  eiaiinery  oeteitbslaodiig  whathai 

hMfd/vabmiUrd  to  the  Coart,  and  been  ignorantly  and  pmaBptaeeity 

waa  reiiolf ed  to  rel/  ypon  his  ma*  soggetted  to  the   coetrarj.*— 4lia 

Jetf  vS  nercjr*  lordibip  concladed  thas :— '  It  has 

lii«  iriure  ftbi>n  made  a  vpeech  to  been  his  majesty's  jestioe  to  hriog 

the  pf Monftrs,  almost  to  the  same  yoar  lordships  to  legal  trial ;  and 

eiWit  as  Ihat  formerly  pronoonced  it  has  been  his  wisdom  to  show  that, 

by  Karl  ( 'oir|ior.     But  as  the  pre-  as  a  small  part  of  his  national  forces 

sent   rrlHtllion   was  opposed    with  was  sufficient  to  subdoe  the  rebel 

miire  ufiafilmiCy  and  aral  than  the  army  in  the  6eld,  so  the  ordiesry 

lasf I  his  pifntw  took  occasion  to  ob«  course  of  his  laws  is  strong  enough 

sorve  to  their  lordshipi,  that  the  to  bring  even  their  chiefs  to  joAice.* 

*  'riml  iU¥  Mil  Iff  irifltctmoiit  wm  found  on  an  act  of  parlianent  pasted  in  March  pre- 
MflthS.  t>y  whif'li  jifiMHirr*  charKod  with  hieli  treason  were  to  be  tried  in  tscb  coontjr  •• 
liU  n44)i«My  «lioitld  nppf'int ;  bill  ai  the  (reo»on  with  which  his  lordship  was  charged  was 
■alil  III  liitirii  liriiii  riinimittfMl  at  Carlisle  in  the  December  before,  he  oogbt  to  bate1>een 
indtrlril  ihff«ip.  niid  nut  in  hutrry,  inasinuoli  as  ibe  treason  alleged  to  be  cotainittcd  wm 
tM*forfi  ihfi  ifNMiiiK  of  lhc>  acl,  and  therefore  he  coald  not  be  aflfecljDd  by  it;  aid  conaa- 
«|iii>i«lly  tha  wlifilr  vuprrslnirttirr  built  llirreon  must  fall  to  the  (|round.  This  objeclioiv 
M  U  ■alfl,  wsa  MtgK#sli«d  to  all  the  lords,  in  a  letter  sent  to  each  m  the  Tower,  by  an  ofli- 
•'(•ut  pmmw  i  hiH  iIm>  ^9fy  iMc  of  the  set  includes  «  such  petaons  as  fatfe  levied,  or 
•Imllhvf,  nmf  against  his  inaiosi^.' 
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.  Tke»,  after  a  abort  pause,  hif    imbibed,  at  we  shall  see  in    tbe 
grace  pronoaneed  seoCenoe  as   in     seqaeU 


of  high  treason ;  and  after-  Great  interest  being  exerted  to 

wards,  breaking  his  staff,  put  an  safe  the  earls,  it  was  hinted  to 

ead  to  the  comoiission.  Balmcrino  that  his  friends  ought  to 

Lord  Kilmarnock,  who  was  dis«  exert  thcmsei? es  in  his  behalf ;  to 

tingnished  by  the  comeliness  of  his  which,  with  great  magnanimitj,  he 

»,  was  brought  up  in  the  only  replied :   '  I  am  very  indtf- 


profession  of  the  Presbyterian  faith ;  ferent  about  my  own  fate ;  but,  had 

so  that  his  joining  the  rebels  may  be  the  two  noble  lords  been  my  friends, 

deemed  the  more  extraordinary,  as  they  would  have  squeezed  my  name 

there  is  no  religion  farther  remoted  in  among  theirs*' 

from  popery  than  that  of  the  Pres-  The  Countess  of  Cromartie,  who 

bytery  of  Scotland:  but  his  lord-  had  a  rery  large  family  of  young 

ship  had  married  a  lady  who  was  children,  was  incessant  in  her  ap- 

Uroogly    attached   to   Jacobinical  plications  for  the  pardon  of  her 

principles,  and  who  made  repeated  husband ;  to  obtain  which  she  took 

efforts  to  convert  him  to  her  poll-  a  rery  plansible  method.    She  pro- 

tieal  sentiments:    but,   if  the  ac«  cared  herself  to  be  introduced  to 

counts  transmitted  to  us  are  true,  the  late  Princess  of  Wales,  attended 

be  resisted  all  her  arguments  till  by  her  children  in  mourning ;  and 

within  a  few  months  of  the  landing  urged  her  suit  in  the  most  suppliant 

of  the  Pretender;  when,  baring  ap-  terms.     The  princess  had  at  that 

plied  to  the  mioislry  for  a  place  time  seTeral  children.     Such  an  ar» 

snder  the  gorernment,  and  his  suit  gument  could  scarcely  fail  to  move; 

being  rejected,   he  became  deter,  and  a  pardon  was  granted  to  Lord 

mined  with  regard  to  his  future  Cromartie,  on  the  condition  that  he 

conduct  dwnld  nerer  reside  aorih  of  the 

Lord  Cromartie  derived  his  de-  river  Trent.      This  condition  was 

•cent  from  a  family  which  had  a  literally  complied  with;    and  bis 

l(ind  of  hereditary  attachment  to  lordship  died  in  Soho  Sqnare  in  the 

Ibe  honseof  Stuart.   James  II.  had  year  1766. 

ndivanoed  his  grandfather  to  the  dig-  On  the  18th  of  August,  1740,  at 

nity  of  an  earldom,  for  supporting  aix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  troop 

bim  in  his  unjustifiable  views  against  of  life-guards,  one  of  horse*grena- 

tbe  rights  and  privileges  of  his  sub-  dievs,  uid  one  thousand  of  the  foot- 

jeots.  guards,  macchedfrom  the  parade  in 

Losd  Balmerino,  as  well  as  the  St.  James's  Park,  through  thecky. 
Earl  of  Cromartie,  was  a  non.jnror.  to  Tower  Hill,  to  attend  the  execs- 
He  was  the  youngest  son  of  the  tion  of  the  Earl  of  RilmamodL  and 
fweeeding  Lord  Balmerino,  and  the  Lord  fialmerino;  and,  being 
ancceeded  to  the  title  but  just  be-  arrived  there,  were  posted  in  Mnas 
Ibra  the  battle  of  Culloden.  He  from  the  Tower  to  the  scaffold,  and 
bad  been  concerned  in  die  rebellion  all  round  it.  About  eight  o'dack 
b^  1716,  but  received  a  pardon  the  riieriffs  €i  London,  with  their 
tiiffottgh  the  intercession  of  bis  under-sherifi  and  oflkers,  vix.  dx 
friends.  •  This  nobleman  was  dis-  aei^eants  at  mace,  sIk  yeomen,  and 
thigabhed  by  his  courage,  and  his  the  ezecstioner,  met  at  the  Biitse 
skill  as  a  swordsman ;  nor  wi^  he  tavern,  in  Fenchnrch  Street,  wl^ere 
less  distingubhed  by  his  firm  ad.  ^ey  bne^fiute^ ;  ,an,d  y^t  irom 
berence  to  the  principles  he  had  thence    to    the   home   toMy  itte 
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Transport  •office,  on  Tower  Rill, 
near  Catherine  Court,  hired  by  them 
for  the  reception  of  the  said  lords 
before  they  should  be  conducted 
to  the  scaffold,  which  was  erected 
about  thirty  yards  from  the  laid 
house.  At  ten  o'clock  the  block 
was  filed  on  the  stage,  and  cotered 
with  black  cloth,  and  sereral  sacks 
of  sawdust  were  brought  up  to 
strew  on  it ;  soon  after  their  coffins 
were  brought,  corcrcd  with  black 
cloth,  ornamented  with  gilt  nails, 
&C.  At  a  quarter  after  ten  the 
sheriffs  went  in  procession  to  the 
outer  gale  of  the  Tower,  and,  after 
knocking  at  it  some  time,  a  warder 
within  asked,  «  Who's  there?'  The 
officer  without  answered,  ^  The 
sheriffs  of  London  and  Middlesex.' 
The  warder  then  asked,  ^  What  do 
they  want  ?'  The  officer  answered, 
<  The  bodies  of  William,  Earl  of 
Kilmarnock,  and  Arthur,  Lord  Bal- 
mertno:'  upon  which  the  warder 
said,  ^  1  will  go  and  inform  the 
Lieutenant  of  the  Tower ;'  and,  in 
about  ten  minutes,  the  IJeutcnant 
of  the  Tower,  with  the  Earl  of  RiU 
marnock,*  and  Major  White,  with 
Lord  Balmerino,  guarded  by  seteral 
of  the  warders,  came  to  the  gate : 
the  prisoners  were  there  delivered  to 
the  sheriffs,  who  gave  proper  re- 
ceipts for  their  bodies  to  the  Lien- 
tenant,  who,  as  is  usual,  said  ^  God 
bless  King  George ;'  to  which  the 
Earl  of  Kilmarnock  assented  by  a 
bow  ;  and  the  Lord  Balmenno  said 
^  God  bless  King  James.'  Soon 
after,  the  procession,  moving  In  a 
slow  and  solemn  manner,  appeared 
in  the  following  order: — 1.  The 
Constable  of  the  Tower  Hamlets. 
2.  The  Knight  Marshal's  Men  and 
Tipstaves.  3.  The  Sheriffs'  Officers. 
4.  The  Sheriffs,  the  Prisoners,  and 
their  Chaplains.     5.   The  Tower 


Warders.  0.  A  guard  of  MaskiU 
eers.  7.  The  two  hearses  and  i 
moaming*coach.  When  the  pr«« 
cession  had  passed  through  the  linei 
into  the  area  of  the  circle  foraei 
by  the  guards,  the  passage  was 
closed,  and  the  troops  of  hoiso, 
who  were  in  the  rear  of  the  foot  oi 
the  lines,  wheeled  off,  and  drew  up 
five  deep  behind  the  foot,  on  tkia 
south  side  of  the  hill,  facing  tka 
scaffold. 

The  lords  were  conducted  into 
separate  apartments  in  the  house^ 
facing  the  steps  of  the  scaffold,  tMr 
friends  being  admitted  to  see  thea* 
The  Earl  of  KUmamock  was  at. 
tended  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Foster,  a 
dissenting  minister,  and  the  Rer* 
Mr.  Hume,  a  near  relation  of  tka 
Earl  of  Hume;  and  the  Chaplain  of 
the  Tower,  and  another  clergymaa 
of  the  Church  of  England,  aocoou 
panied  the  Lord  Balmerino ;  wh6| 
on  entering  the  door  of  this  hoase^ 
hearing  several  of  the  spectators  ask 
eagerly,  ^  Which  is  fjOrd  Balme- 
rino ?'  answered,  smiling,  ^  I  am 
Lord  Balmerino,  gentlemen,  at  your 
service.'  The  parlour  and  passage 
of  the  house,  the  rails  enclosing  the 
way  from  thence  to  the  scaffold, 
and  the  rails  about  it,  were  all  hmg 
with  black  at  the  sheriffs'  eipense. 

The  Lord  Kilmarnock,  in  the 
apartment  allotted  to  him,  spent 
about  an  hour  in  his  devotions  wUk 
Mr.  Foster,  who  assisted  him  with 
prayer  and  exhortation.  After 
which.  Lord  Balmerino,  pursnaat 
to  his  request,  being  admitted  to 
confer  with  the  earl,  first  thanked 
him  for  the  favour,  and  then  asked 
^  If  his  lordship  knew  of  any  order 
signed  by  the  prince  (meaning  the 
young  Pretender),  to  gif  e  no  quar- 
ter at  the  battle  of  Culloden  ?'  And 
the  earl  answering,  ^  No,'  the  Lord 


J 


\ 


*  At  the  foot  of  the  fir»t  stain,  be  met  end  embraced  Lord  Balmerino,  who  («« 
^r,  Fotter  obserret)  said  to  bin, '  My  Lord,  I  Urn  heartUj  sorry  to  have  joor  compaaj 
«D  ibii  expedition,* 


*4 
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Balmerino  added,  *  Nor  I  neither, 
and  therefore  it  veems  to  be  an  in- 
Tentioo  to  justify  their  own  mur- 
ders.' The  earl  replied,  ^  he  did 
not  thinic  this  a  fair  inference,  be- 
cause he  had  been  informed,  after 
he  was  prisoner  at  Inferness,  bj 
se?eral  officers,  that  such  an  order, 
signed  George  Murray,  was  in  the 
dulie's  custody.'—'  George  Mur. 
ray  V  said  Lord  Balmerino,  ^  then 
they  should  not  charge  it  on  the 
prince.'    He  then  took  his  leafe, 


turned  about  to  Mr.  Hume,  and 
said,  ^  Hume,  this  is  terrible!' 
though  without  changing  either 
▼oice  or  countenance. 

After  putting  up  a  short  prayer, 
concluding  with  a  petition  for  his 
Majesty  King  George  and  the  royal 
family,  his  lordship  embraced^  and 
took  his  last  leave  of,  his  friends. 
The  executioner,  who  before  had 
something  administered  to  him  to 
keep  him  from  fainting,  was  so 
afiected  with  his  lordship's  distress 


saluting  Lord  Kilmarnock  with  the  and  the  awfulness  of  the  scene,  that, 

same  kind  of  noble  and  generous  on  asking  him  forgiveness,  he  burst 

compliments  as  he  had  used  before;  into  tears.     My  lord  bid  him  take 

^  My  dear  Lord  Kilmarnock,  1  am  courage,  giving  him  at  the  same  time 

only  sorry  that  1  cannot  pay  this  a  purse  with  five  guineas,  and  tell- 

reckoning  alone ;  once  more,  fare-  ing  him  that  he   would   drop  his 

well  for  ever !'  handkerchief  as   a  signal  for   the 

The  earl  then,  with  the  company  stroke.     Ho   proceeded,   with  the 

kneeling  down,  joined  in  a  prayer  help   of  his   gentleman,   to    make 

delivered    by    Mr.    Foster :    after  ready  for  the  block,  by  taking  off 

Avhich,  having  sat  a  few  moments,  his  coat,  and  the  bag  from  his  hair, 

andtaken  a  second  refreshment  of  which  was  then  tucked  up  under  a 

a  bit  of  bread  and  a  glass  of  wine,  napkin-cap;    his  neck   being   laid 

he  expressed   a  desire   that    Lord  bare,  tucking  down  the  collar  of 

Balmerino   might  go   first    to    the  his  shirt  and  waistcoat,  he  kneeled 

scaffold  ;  but  being  informed  that  down  on  a  black  cushion  at  the 

this  could  not  be,  as  his  lordship  block,  and  drew  his  cap  over  his 


was  named  first  in  the  warrant, 
he  appeared  satisfied,  saluted  his 
/riends,  saying  he  »hould  make  no 
speech  on  the  scaffold,  but  desired 
.the  ministers  to  af^sist  him  in  his  last 
moments ;  and  they  accordingly, 
.with  other  friends,  proceeded  with 
him  to  the  scaffold.  The  multitude, 
who  had  been  long  awaiting  him,  on 
his  first  appearing  on  the  scaffold, 
dressed  in  black,  with  a  countenance 
Md  demeanour*  testifying  great 
contrition,  showed  the  deepest  signs 
pf  commiseration  and  pity  ;  and  his 
lordship,  at  the  same  time,  being 
struck  with  such  a  variety  of  dread* 
ful  objects  at  once,  the  multitudes, 
the  block,  his  coffin,  the  execu. 
Moner,  the  instrument  of  death,  &c. 


eyes,  in  doing  which,  as  well  as  in 
putting  up  his  hair,  his  hands  were 
observed  to  shake;  but,  either  to 
support  himself,  or  for  a  more  con. 
vcnient  posture  of  devotion,  he  hap- 
pened to  lay  both  his  hands  upon 
the  block,  which  the  executioner 
observing,  prayed  his  lordship  to 
let  thrm  fall,  lest  they  should  be 
mangled,  or  break  the  blow.  He 
was  then  told  that  the  neck  of  his 
waistcoat  was  in  the  way,  upon 
which  he  rose,  and  with  the  help  of 
a  friend  took  it  off;  and  the  neck 
being  made  bare  to  the  shoulders, 
he  kneeled  down  as  before.  In  the 
mean  time,  when  all  things  «vcra 
ready  for  the  execution,  and  the 
black  baize  which  hung  over  the 


.  *  His  pen*n  was  tall  and  graceful,  his  countenance  niiid,  and  his  coropleaion  palef 
and  the  more  90,  as  he  had  been  indisposed. 
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read  it  with  an  audible  roioe :  to 
far  from  being  filled  with  passionate 
inrectives,  it  mentioned  his  majestj 
as  a  prince  of  the  greatest  magnanl- 
mity  and  mercj,  at  the  same  thne 
that,    throogh  erroneous   political 
principles,  it  denied  him  a  right  to 
the  allegiance  of  bis  people.     Ha?, 
ing  delivered    this    paper   to  the 
sheriff,  he  called  for  the  execa- 
tioner,  who  appearing,  and  being 
about  to  ask  his  lordship's  pardon, 
he  said,   ^  Friend,  jon  need  not 
ask  me  forgi?enes8,  the  execution 
of   your    duty   is   commendable:' 
upon  which  his  lordship  gare  him 
three  gnineas,    saying,    ^  I  nerer 
was  rich ;  this  is  all  the  money  I 
hate  now  ;  I  wbh  it  was  more,  and 
I  am  sorry  I  can  add  nothing  to  It 
but  my  coat  and  waistcoat ;'  which 
he  then  took  off,  together  with  his 
neckcloth,  and  threw  them  on  his 
coffin,  putting  on  a  flannel  waist- 
coat  which  had  been  provided  for 
the  purpose;    and  then  taking  a 
plaid  cap  out  of  his  pocket,  he  put 
it  on  his  bead,  saying  he  died  a 
Scotchman.  After  kneeling  down  at 
the  block,  to  adjust  his  posture  and 
show  the  executioner  the  signal  for 
the  stroke,  which  was  dropping  his 
arms,  he  once  more  gar e  a  farewell 
look  to  his  friends,  and,  turning 
round  on  the  crowd,  said,  ^  Per- 
haps some  may  think  my  behaviour 
too  bold  ;  but  remember,  sir,  (to  a 
gentleman   who  stood   near  hiro,) 
that  I  now  declare  it  is  the  effect  of 
confidence  in  Gud,  and  a  good  con. 
science ;  and  1  should  dissemble  if 
I  showed  any  signs  of  fear/ 

Having  observed  the  axe  in  the 
executioner's  band  as  he  passed  him, 
he  took  it  from  him,  felt  the  edge, 
and,  returning  it,  clapped  the  exe- 
cutioner on  the  shoulder,  to  encou- 
rage him  ;  he  even  tucked  down  (he 
collar  of  his  shirt  and  waistcoat, 
and  showed  him  where  to  strike, 
desiring  him  to  do  it  resolutely, 


^  for  in  that,'  says  hb  lordship, 
^  will  consnt  your  kindness.' 

He  went  to  the  side  of  tde  stage, 
and  called  up  the  warder,  of  whom 
he  inquired  which  was  his  hearse, 
and  ordered  the  man  to  drive  near, 
which  was  instantly  done. 

Immediately,  without  trembling* 
or  changing  countenance,  he  again 
kneeled  down  at  the  block,  imd 
having,  with  hb  arms  stretched  out, 
said,  ^  O  Lord,  reward  my  friends, 
forgive  my  enemies,  and  receive  mjc 
soul,'  he  gave  the  signal  by  letting 
them  fall.  But  his  uncommon  firm- 
ness and  intrepidity,  with  the  an* 
expected  suddenness*  of  the  signal, 
so  surprised  the  executioner,  tiiat, 
though  he  struck  the  part  directed^ 
the  blow  was  not  given  with  strength 
enough  to  wound  him  rery  deeply  ; 
on  which  it  seemed  as  if  he  made  an 
effort  to  turn  hb  head  towards  the 
executioner,  and  the  under  jawfell, 
and  returned  rery  quick,  like  angar 
and  gnashing  the  teeth ;  but  thit 
arose  from  the  parts  being  convulsed. 
A  second  blow  immediately  succeed- 
ing the  first  rendered  him,  however, 
quite  insensible,  and  a  third  finbhed 
the  work. 

His  head  was  received  ki  a  piece 
of  red  baise,  and,  with  hb  body, 
put  into  the  coffin,  which,  at  hb 
particular  request,  was  placed  on 
that  of  the  late  Marqub  of  Tulliv: 
bardine,  (who  died  during  his  im- 
prisonment,) in  St.  Peter's  church 
in  the  Tower,  all  three  lords  lying 
in  one  grave. 

During  the  whole  course  of  the  so- 
lemnity, although  the  hill,  the  scaf- 
foldings, and  houses,  were  crowded 
full  of  spectaiors,  all  persons  evinced 
uncommon  decency  and  erenness  of 
temper ;  which  shows  how  much  the 
people  acquiesced  in  the  rectitude  o^ 
the  execution,  though  too  honane 
to  rejoice  in  the  catastrophe. 

Lord  Balmerino  bad  but  a  SflMli> 
estate,  though  groundwiandlord  and 
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loidof  t]wMaac»rof  Coleon,  aUNig 
ftreeC  ia  the  Mlwrlw  of  EdiolNirgli, 
Umdmgto  Latk :  he  had  alio  soMe 
oClMrmall  potwiooi  ia  tlie  Mn 
of  Fife.  Hit  ladj  caaM  to  LowioB 
•000  after  hiai,  aad  freqaeatlj  at. 
tended  his  daring  hit  ooafinMent 
ia  tke  Tower,  luring  lodgiagt  ia 
East  Sarfthfield.  She  wat  at  dinner 
with  him  whea  tiM  warrant  caaM 
for  liit  esecation  tiM  Monday  fol- 
lowiog ;  and)  being  f erj  much  f ur- 
prited,  ke  detirrd  her  not  to  be 
ooooerned  at  it :  *  If  the  king  had 
gif en  Me  nMrcy,*  taid  he,  *  I  thoald 
hare  been  glad  of  it ;  but,  tioce  it  it 
otiierwise,  I  am  rerj  tuj ;  for  it  it 
wliat  I  hare  expected,  and  therefore 
It  doet  not  at  all  turprlte  me.*  Hit 
ladj  teemed  t erj  ditcontolate,  aad 
fote  imaudiatelj  from  table;  on 
which  he  ttarted  from  hb  chair, 
aad  taid,  <  Pray,  my  lady,  iltdown^ 
for  it  thall  aot  ipoil  my  dinner;' 
apon  which  her  ladythip  tat  down 
again,  but  could  not  eat. 

Sereral  more  of  hit  tayingt  were 
related  at  remarkable.  Among 
othert,  that,  being  adtited  to  take 
care  of  bis  perton,  ho  replied,  *  It 
would  be  thought  Tery  imprudent 
in  a  man  to  repair  an  old  houte, 
when  the  leate  of  it  wat  to  near 
expiring/ 

We  Insert  the  following  character 
of  Lord  fialmerino,  ably  drawn  up 
toon  after  hit  execution : 

*  The  abhorrence  of  pain  is  a 
principle  toiplanted  in  all  animals, 
at  the  meant  of  their  preterratioo. 
To  thit  in  men  it  added  the  fear  of 
death  ;  and  that  is  ttill  heightened 
by  apprehentioni  of  what  may  hap. 
pen  afterwards.  Yet  pain  is  often 
anaroidable;  and  death,  with  lU 
consequences,  tome  time  or  other, 
abtoltttely  necettary.  Heoce  aritet 
the  merit  of  courage ;  which  con- 
abts  in  facing  intrepidly,  and  suf. 
Ariag  cheerfully ,  these  erilt,  when 
*•»»«•  either  ineritable  or  declin. 


able  only  on  aaworthy 
Great,  thea,  are  aadoabtedly  the 
obKgalioBa  of  maakiad  in  these 
who,  on  toch  occatioot,  treat  thate 
lerrort  with  the  ooaleaipt  they 
really  deterre,  aad  giie  as  aa  aaa- 
fni  letMNi  aad  example  how  lo  be. 
hare  ia  aa  eaMrgeocy  which  wa 
oaght  erery  day  to  expect,  aad 
which  we  mate  one  day  ceitahily 
experience.  The  Greekt  aad  Ro;. 
maai,  therefore,  looked  etea  on 
taidde  in  an  ammble  light  It  wat 
with  them  the  coatammatioB  of  a 
perfect  character,  aad  the  exieaaa. 
tion  of  the  mott  faulty.  Nor  were 
they  in  this  altogether  impolitic; 
hence  flowed  that  appetite  for  daa. 
ger,  that  prodigality  of  life,  which 
they  knew  how  to  tkilfally  tofirect 
to  the  public  emolumeat  fiat  haa. 
?en-inttrncted  Chrittiaat  hare  aa. 
learnt  (hit  Pagan  doctrine ;  aad  ye/t^ 
amongtt  the  primitive,  what  wat 
accounted  more  meritoriout  than  a 
courageous  calm  tabauttioo  to  cirA 
punishment  ?  It  appeart  the  coo. 
ttant  aim  of  the  martyrt,  and  had 
the  happiest  effectt  u  to  the  pro. 
mnlgation  of  their  precepts. 

^  There  hat  beeo  lately  teen 
among  ut  a  noble  instance  of  the 
superiority  of  a  great  mind  to  fear, 
which,  when  passion  and  prejudice 
have  subsided,  will  reflect  hoaoar 
on  our  timet ;  and  even  be  adran. 
tageous  to  former,  as  it  bestows 
credibility  on  theirmost  eiaggerated 
heroical  relations.  1  mean  the  death 
of  the  late  Lord  Balmerino. 

*  But,  before  I  proceed,  it  may 
be  proper  to  declare,  that,  if  I 
would  vindicate  and  extol  his  death, 
I  by  no  means  intend  to  justify  or 
excuse  his  life.  I  give  up,  with 
all  good  Englishmen,  the  French 
soldier,  the  Jacobite,  the  double 
rebel;  I  concur  with  them  in  the 
rectitude  of  his  sentence,  and  the 
necessity  of  its  execution.  It  is  at 
the  lowti  |;al«  thai  I  (with  the 
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^ 


fberifff )  take  him  up: — ^There  the 
hero  commences ! 

*  I  will  not  Injure  by  comparing 
(ai  has  been  hitherto  done)  with 
pasillanimity  itself  a  fortitude  that 
wants  no  foil — which  all  antiquity 
can  scarcely  parallel. 

'  Lord  Balmerino's  carriage  in  the 
proeesfion  from  the  Tower  was  easy 
and  cheerful ;  his  conversation  in 
the  preparatory  room  rational  and 
pertinent ;  hb  interview  with  his 
fellow^uflferer  open  and  generons. 
When  on  the  scaffold,  he  had  so  little 
of  the  formal  piteous  countenance 
there  usually  exhibited,  that  those 
who  were  unacquainted  with  his 
person  knew  not  for  some  time  that 
he  was  there.  He  told  the  officers 
that  he  would  take  up  little  of 
their  time ;  that  he  was  .  sensible 
the  greatest  part  of  It  was  already 
elapsed;  that  he  had  had  frequent 
opportunities  to  look  into  his  future 
concerns,  and  should  not  settle  those 
accounts  in  public  Accordingly, 
having,  with  much  composure,  given 
the  necessary  directions,  he  pre. 
pared  for  the  blow  with  the  greatest 
alacrity,  and  an  expedition  which 
was  only  interrupted  by  an  act  of 
generosity,  and  a  mistake  which,  to 
a  weak  mind,  might  have  been  pro. 
ductive  of  extreme  disorder,  but 
served  only  to  elevate  his  character. 
And  though,  through  the  whole  of 
this  transaction,  nothing  appeared 
but  intrepidity  and  constancy,  yet 
this  hero  confessed  the  man.  He 
had  his  fears,  but  they  were  glorious 
ones :  he  feared,  he  said,  his  con- 


duct would  be  thought  too  bold: 
willingly  would  he  have  seemed  lest 
so,  but  could  not  play  the  hypo- 
crite. So  far  was  he  from  an  af- 
fected ostentation  of  his  prodigious 
courage  I  a  courage  which  was  at- 
tended by  the  most  desirable  effect, 
the  most  Indisputable  evidence* 
This  nobleman  parted  with  life  with 
such  unconcern  as  convinced  the 
spectators  that  it  was,  not  only  to 
him,  but  really  in  itself,  of  no  ids. 
portance.  The  black  solemnity 
could  not  obscure  his  serenity,  nor 
imprint  on  them  a  gloom  not  t6  be 
dispelled  by  such  lustre.  They 
found  there  was  nothing  unnatural 
in  dying ;  nothing  horrible  in  death 
itself ;  they  felt  no  emotion. 

<  Thus,  greatly  lamented,  fell 
Arthur,  Lord  Balmerino,  a  man  of 
the  most  incredible  courage,  the 
most  commendable  sincerity,  and 
the  most  engaging  simplicity ;  who 
was  an  honour  to  the  worst  cause, 
and  would  hare  been  an  ornament 
to  the  best;  whose  faults  will  one 
day  be  forgotten,  and  his  virtuee 
remembered. 

^  And  sure  the  little  here  said 
(with  strict  truth)  in  his  favour, 
cannot  possibly  give  offence  to  the 
most  xealous  loyalist.  There  is  m 
justice  due  to  the  characters  -of  gaU 
lant  enemies.  Our  law  never  in* 
tends  to  execute  reputation;  and 
its  most  rigid  sentence,  pronounced 
on  the  least  pardonable  occasion, 
confines  the  punishment  to  the  body 
merely,  and  in  the  midst  of  judg- 
ment remembers  mercy.* 


CHARLES  RATCLIFFE,  ESQ. 

EXECUTED  FOE  UIGU  TEEASON. 


This  gentleman,  one  of  those 
who  took  part  in  the  rebelliou  un. 
der  a  commission  from  the  King  of 
France,  was  taken,  with  many 
others,  on  his  passage  to  Scotland, 
by  the  Seahorse  frigate.  He  was 
the  youngest  brother  of  the  li)arl  of 


Derwentwater,  who  was  attainted 
and  executed  in  the  former  rebel, 
lion ;  and  whose  titles  and  estates 
were  consequently  forfeited  to  the 
crown.  He  was,  with  his  brother, 
taken  at  Preston,  tried,  convicted^ 
and  condemned ;  but  several  times 
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M  accomC  mi  ^ 
jMlh,  iMd  be  Mft,  Willi  durteai 
othets.  Bade  hh  cKSfe  o«t  W  a 
crifad  the  CMde,  IB  Ncwc^te, 


acciieBtell J  left  opea,  IfiiBeg 
totfcedebtoff'tiiifey  wlMre  the  tan. 
kef 9  Mt  kaovisg  ihea,  let  tkcM        TWa  llw 
Mt  W  Ike  pro—,  seppeMg  thi|r    iMicd  to  p»t  off  hb  liiy, 
wete  pcnew  «te  iMd  coiM  ki  to    on  aftieiit(lowhichktkMlseb. 


tcrihtrf  hwiirif  the  CentdeOier. 
Ho  woTiliilffiy  pffocaied  a  pes.    weotvaier)  thai  two  mt  hit 


to  Fnooe,  sod  hmm  theoce    rial 
Mldved  the  Pictcoder  to  IUmm,    abnioi,   wiihoat  whoM 
aahrirtiag  oa  sack  pcttj  pgowoo  at    ko  eo«M  aoi  nielj  go  to  trid.    To 


cooM  alkHT  kia.    Re-  tkii  aiUmnt  Ika  coBOtd  far  Ike 

tatoiog  loaie  dioft  ti»e  aftei  waida  ciow  obfacled,  a>  aot  kaag  adi. 

to  Ftfis    ke  mmnitd  Ike  vklow  tMatiatkecaawkcroralkaCaaft, 

af  Laid  Nevkargm  kf  vkoai  ke  oor  Ike  tvo  witowaci  ivoim  to  ke 

kod  o  too«  ■afterial  ia   Ike  inae  tkca  jcaaad 

la  1733  kin  RatdUfe  caaw  to  kalvcca  Ike  ki^  aad  tkapfMper ; 

Eai^aad,  aad  Raided  ia  Fdl  May  aad  also  kenase  tke  piwMcrkad 

viikoat  aaj  ■olfitatioaj  tkoi^  it  aot  so  sack    as    aaJcrtakca   to 

wm  wcU  kaowa  to  Ike  aiaistfy.^  swear  for  h—irif  tkaft  ha 

Bo  wcat  hack  to  Ffaace,  kat  le.  Ike  penoa,  wkkk,  as  U 

toiaed  ia  1735  to  solicit  kts  par.  ratirelj  ia   kis    owa    kaowMge» 

I,  kai  witkoat  sacccss,  tkoagk  oaght  to  be  reqaiied  of  kiss  if  ha 


ke  appeared  pabliclj,  aad  TiOtrd     woald  eolitle  kiaiself  to  tkii  faroar 
iMilies.  Ketaraiog  again  to     Uroai  tke  Coart;  Ikcprsseat  keiag 


Fiaaoe,  ke  onfortanately  accepted    a  procecdtag  tcrj  diimat  firosi 
af  Ike  Freack  king's  ooaiBisaoa  to    trial npoa  a  *•  aoigail^'  in sa oiigi. 


actasaaoffeeriatkercbelUoB,  aad    nal  prosccatioa  oa  a  ckaigf  of  kigk 
was  capAared  as  we  kave  alrcad j    treasoa  or  otkcr  criaM»  the  iieatil^ 


of  Ike  persoa  keing  Ike  siagk  point 

On  Ike  Md  of  October,  I74II,     to  be  inqaircd  into,  aad  a  esse  ia 

tkb  gsatleaan  was  broagkt  to  tke    wkick  thecrowa  kad  a  rigkthjiaw 

bar  of  Ike  Coart  of  King's  Beacb,     to  proceed  imsiamier.     Upoa  tkis 


aad  arraigned ;  kot  ke  refased  to  tke  prisoner  amended  kb  afidat il 

kold  ap  kk  kand,  or  ackaowlcd^  as  to  the  ailnesses,  kat  refased  to 

any  jarisdiction  save  that  of  tke  sapplj  it  so  far  as  to  swear  he  vas 

King  of  Fnmce,  insisting  on  a  com^  not  the  same  person  :  and  the  Court 

mission  he  had  in  his  pocket  from  said  this  was  a  new  precedent,  there 

kim,  and  appealing  to  the  Sicilian  being  no  instance  of  anj  application 

ambassador,  who  was  then  in  Court,  to  put  off  the  trial  of  a  question  of 

tor  the  aatkeoticit J  tkereof.     On  this  sort  before ;  and  therefore  that 

*  Some  jcan  after  the  qoellinj;  of  tke  last  rebellioa,  the  Pretender  case  b  di^iw 

*o  view  Lao^ob.    This  was  a  naioral  b«t  danccsovt  c vioatj,  to  behold  the  place  vhn* 

h«  graadfAther,  Kiof  Jaawa  U.  had  hcca  on  the  throMe.  'Miuttters,  bcii^  appnaedof 

<^  orraawfancr,  went  in  baste  to  Kuv  George  IL  with  the  inliaraiation,  mod  recoia- 

"W  bi»  iamediMte  apprehension.    Tbe  ■oBirch,  «ith  one  of  those  shrewd  answers 

ichAe  wasreouriahle,  replW.«N*-4cilke^owmaasaidh\iat»na«y5  srhich 

la  vill  9«icii/ go  hack  lo 
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the  pritoDer  ought  to  gite  all  rea- 
icNiable  tatufaction  to  indace  them 
to  grant  such  a  faTour  as  was  de- 
sired ;  for  thej  could  not  in  coo- 
science  and  justice  to  the  public  io* 
dulge  hioi,  without  a  reasonable 
satisfaction  that  his  plea  was  true. 
But  the  prisoner  still  refusing  to 
swear  to  the  truth  of  his  plea,  the 
jury  were  called,  and,  after  two  or 
three  of  the  panel  had  been  sworn, 
Mr.  Ratcllfl^  challenged  the  next 
that  was  called,  as  of  right,  without 
assigning  any  reason ;  but  upon  de- 
bate of  the  question,  how  far  he  had 
right  to  challenge  ?  the  Court  said 
it  had  been  determined  before,  in 
all  the  later  cases,  and  particularly 
In  the  case  of  one  Jordan,  that  the 
prisoner  in  such  a  case  as  this  had 
no  peremptory  challenge;  upon 
which  the  rest  of  the  jury  were 
sworn ;  and,  after  a  clear  ef ideaoe 
of  the  Identity  of  the  person  on  the 
part  of  the  crown,  the  prisoner  pro- 
ducing none  on  his  part,  the  jury 
wi^Mlirew  about  ten  minutes,  and 
then  fovnd  their  Terdlct  that  he  was 
the  same  Charles  Ratcliffe  who  was 
coRficted  of  high  treason  in  the 
year  1716. 

His  design  In  styling  hiMdf  Earl 
of  0erwentwater  was  that  he  might 
pass  for  Francis,  hb  younger  bro- 
ther, wlio  went  to  France  before 
1715,  but  was  thought  to  be  dead. 
He  would  not  call  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  lord,  because  the  title  of 
carl  was  not  given  htaa*    He  re- 
fused  to  hold  up  his  hand  at  the  bar; 
and  being  told  that  as  a  gentleman 
he  ought  to  comply,  and  that  his 
own  counsel  would  satisfy  him  it 
was  only  a  form  of  the  Court,  he 
said,  <  I  know  many  things  that  I 
will  not  advise   with  my  counsel 
npon.'    On  hearing  the  rule  for  his 
execution  lie  desired  time,  l>ecause 
he  and  Lord  Moreton  (in  the  Bas- 
tile  at  Paris)  should  take  the  same 
jonraay  at  theaaose  time. 

About  eiffht  o'clock  on  the  8tli 


of  December,  1746,'  two  troops  of 
life-guards,  and  one  troop  of  horse- 
guards,  marched  through  the  city 
for  Little  Tower  Hill,  where  they 
were  joined  by  a  battalion  of  foot- 
guards*  to  attend  the  execution  of 
Charles  Ratcliffe,  Esq.    About  tea 
o'clock  the  block  with  acushion^ 
both  covered  with  black,  were  fixed 
upon  the  stage,  and  soon  after  Mr. 
Ratcliffe's  coffin,  which  was  covered 
with  black  velvet.    At  eleven  the 
sheriflGi,  with  their  officers,  went  to 
the  Tower,  and  demanded  the  body 
of  Mr.  Ratcliffe  of  General  Wil. 
liamson,    deputy  •governor ;    upon 
being  surrendered,  he  was  conduct- 
ed to  a  small  booth  joining  to  the 
stairs  of  the  scaffold,   lined  with 
black,  where  he  spent  about  half 
an  hour  in  devotion,  and  then,  pre- 
ceded by  the  sheriffs,  the  divine, 
and  some  gentlemen  his   friends, 
came  upon  the  scaffold,  bade  them 
farewell   with  great  serenity  and 
calmness    of   mind*    and,    having 
spoken  a  few  words  to  the  execu- 
tioner, (whom  he  gave  a  purse  of 
ten  guineas,)  pot  on    a  damask 
cap,  and. knelt  down  to  prayers, 
whi«h  lasted  about  seven  minutes, 
all  the  spectators  on  the  scaffold 
kneeUag  with  him.     Prayers  being 
over,  he  pulled  off  hb  clothes,  and 
put  his  head  to  the  block,  from 
whence  he  soon  got  up,- and,  having 
spoken  a  few  words,  he  knelt  down 
to  it,  and,  fixing  his  head,  in  aboat 
two  minutes  gave  the  signal  to  the 
executioner,   who  at  three  blows 
struck  it  off,  and  it  was  received  in 
a  scarlet  cloth  held  for  that  purpose. 
He  was  dressed  in  scarlet,  faced 
with  black  velvet,   trimmed  with 
gold,  a  gold-laced  waistcoat,  and  a 
white  feather  in  his  hat.     He  be- 
haved with  the  greatest  fortitude 
and  coolness  of  temper,  was  no  way 
shocked  at  the  approach  of  deaths 
and  died  a  sealous  papist 

His  corpse  was,  on  tlie  llth,  car- 
ried in  a  heatse,  atteoded.by  iwe 


4fft       KNAPP  k  BALDWIN'*  NEW6ATB  CALENDAR. 

M0n«l^.oMi:bM,  to  Sl  Gilei^  m  oMe,  m^  the 
HM  FitMi,  Mmi  (Iwra  Interred  >It)i 
tke  muiiu  of  tb«  late  Earl  of  Der> 
vcat«aier,  according  to  Ui  daks. 
It  MMM  Ihe  Derwentwater  artate 
had  beat  on\y  cenfmted  to  lh« 
crown  for  the  life  of  Cbarle*  Rat. 
cUllp,  Em).  ;  bat  by  a  dime  in  an 
aetof  parliaawnt  paiaed  tote  ycar» 
after,  which  mtjt,  thai  Ike  ieiBe  al 
amy  perMH  attainted  of  high  (rca. 
Ma,  bon  and  bred  in  anj  foTcign 
doniaioa,  and  a  Robmb  Catbolie, 
■ball  forfeit  hii  rereraion  of  lach 


ararbehed 

WM  abaolately  deprind  af  aaj  iMe 
•r  inteteit  ia  the  aBaaat  Iwtnac  of 
Itat  aacMBt  fi«]j,  ta  the  aaHnat 
of  better  than  two  hnndied  Aaa. 
•and  poBsdi, 

TbU  aahappr  geatlcMW  wasOa 
joangrr  brotber  of  Jatacf,  Earl  af 
Derwentwairr,  who  wai  eientcd  ia 
1710:  IbejwcreKMtofSirFnndt 
Ralcliffe,  by  tbe  Lady  Mary  Tador, 
natnraJ  daaghtrr  toKiag  Cbarlei  II. 
by  Mn.  Uarj  Dam. 


T       I 


LORD  LOVAT, 

BEHEADED  FOR  IIIGU  TB BASON. 

Tail  boary   rebel   had   tpeot  a  effect  which,  he  laid  a  *cbeine  to 

hmg  life  without  one  tingle  noble  get  the  heireu  of  J^ovat,  who  wa* 

trait  in  hit  character.  aboat  to  be  married  to  a  son  of 

In  tbeyear  lOKhe  watappoint-  Lord  Salton.     Ue   raised  a  clan, 

^  a  captain  in  Lord  'f  ullibanline'*  who  r iolentlj  tetud  the  young  lord, 

'*giment,    bat  reiigned    in    order  and,  erecting  a  gibbet,  ihowed  it 

—ccatc  hit  claim   to   be   the  to  Um  and  hn  taklhtx,  threateniag 

*■  the  Frtueni  ia   order  to  iheit  in&tanl  dcatla  i>a\e«  ftws  i«- 
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linquished  the  contraeft  made  for  the 
heiresf  of  Lovat.  To  this,  fearing 
for  their  lives,  they  consented  ;  but 
fltill  unable  to  get  possession  of  the 
joung  lady,  he  seized  the  dowager 
Lady  Jjovat  in  her  own  house, 
caused  a  priest  to  marry  them 
against  her  consent,  cut  her  stays 
open  with  his  dirk,  and,  assisted  by 
his  ruffians,  tore  off  her  clothes, 
forced  her  into  bed,  to  which  he 
followed  her,  and  then  calleil  them 
to  witness  the  consummation  of 
the  outrageous  marriage.  For  this 
breach  of  the  peace  he  was  indictedi 
but  fled  from  justice;  he  was,  ne- 
vertheless, tried  for  a  rape,  and  for 
treason,  in  opposing  the  laws  with 
an  armed  force;  and  sentence  of 
outlawry  was  pronounced  against 
him. 

Having  fled  to  France,  he  turned 
papist,  ingratiated  himself  with  the 
Pretender,  and  was  rewarded  by 
him  with  a  commission.  Before  he 
could  effect  his  premeditated  mis- 
chief, under  sanction  of  this  assumed 
power,  he  was  apprehended  on  the 
remonstrance  of  the  English  ambaa. 
sador  in  Paris,  and  lodged  in  the 
Bastile,  where  hating  remained 
some  years,  he  effected  his  liberty 
by  taking  priest's  orders,  under 
colour  of  which  he  became  a  Jesuit 
'in  the  college  of  St  Omer's. 

In  the  first  rebellion  of  1716  he 
returned  to  Scotland,  and,  joining 
the  king's  troops,  assisted  them  in 
seizing  Inverness  from  the  rebels; 
for  which  service  he  got  the  title  of 
Lovat,  was  appointed  to  command, 
and  had  other  favours  conferred 
upon  him. 

In  the  rebellion  of  which  we  are 
now  treating  he  turned  sides,  and 
joined  the  Pretender ;  a  step  trea- 
cherous in  the  extreme.  When 
taken,  ho  was  old,  unwieldy,  and 
almost  helpless,  yet  had  been  pos. 
sessed  of  infinite  resources  to  assist 
the  rebellion.     He  petitioned  the 


Duke  of  Cumberland  for  mercy; 
and,  hoping  to  work  upon  his  feel- 
ingSi  recapitulated  his  former  ser* 
vices,  the  favours  that  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  duke's  grandfather^ 
King  Greorge  L,  and  dwelt  much 
upon  his  access  to  court,  saying  ha 
had  carried  him  to  whom  he  now 
sued  for  life  in  his  arms,  and,  whea 
a  baby,  held  him  up,  while  his 
grandsiro  fondled  upon  him.  Om 
the  publication  of  this  petition,  a 
wit  of  the  day  wrote  the  followiog 
lines  :— 

'  Yob  iian'd  me,    and   bon'd   me,    and 
hogg'd  me,  'tis  true. 
When  1  was  but  a  babe  in  a  coat ; 
But  now  I'm  grown  big,  and  as  bulkj  as 
you. 
You  would,  if  jou  could,  cot  my  throat. 
Yet,  wavinc  ail  this,  if  indeed  you'll  repent, 
II10'  you've  proved  such  a  wicked  old 
tartar. 
Let  the  Pope,  your  good  father,  but  mitke 
you  a  saint, 
I  will  promise  to  make  you  a  martyr.' 

When  brought  up  to  the  Honse 
of  Lords,  the  articles  of  itaipeach* 
ment  having  been  read  to  him,  he 
made  a  long  speech  at  the  bar,  sig^ 
nify ing  the  great  esteem  he  had  for 
his  majesty  and  the  royal  family  ; 
and  enumerating  divers. instances  of 
the  great  service  he  did  the  goverfi- 
ment,  in  extinguishing  the  rebellion 
of  1715.  He  likewise  took  notice 
of  his  infirmities,  particularly  hii 
deafness-;  and  declared  that  he  had 
not  heard  one  word  of  the  artidctt 
read  against  him.  His  lordship  wai 
allowed  time  to  prepare  his  defence, 
and  four  counsellors  and  three  no^ 
licitors  were  assigned  him. 

On  Monday,  March  9,  1747, 
about  ten  o'clock,  the  Lord  Lovat 
was  brought  from  the  Tower,  under 
astrong  guard,  to  Westminster  Hall. 
Soon  after,  the  Lord  High  Steward, 
the  Judges,  and  Masters  in  Chan- 
cery, went  to  the  House  of  Peen. 
After  which  they  adjourned  tp 
Westminster  Hall ;  and  being  there 
seated  in  their  robes,  the.  articles  of 
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tepMch«ent  wMch  Ind  beeo 
hSMttd  Bg^kitt  Lord  Loirmt,  wifli 
lit  lordtbip't  amwer,  aad  the  re- 
pKeattoA  of  the  Comnons,  were 
Mad. 

The  Lord  High  Sliwifd  then 
moqaainled  Mm  with  the  natnre  of 
Ilit  citee,  to  which  he  pleaded  not 

Sir  WtlliMB  YoDge,  in  a  tpeedi 
which  lasted  near  three  qasrters  of 
«n  hour,  supported  the  siMaftlcfes, 
and  dbj^ayed  the  great  tarpitode  of 
the  crimes  of  rebellion  and  high 
treason,  particularly  as  aggraratod 
by  the  drcumstances  charged  against 
the  nobleman  at  the  bar,  whidi,  he 
said,  the  Commons  were  ready  to 
profe  by  indubitable  evidence.  He 
was  seconded  by  the  Lord  Coke, 
who  animadrerted  Yery  sererely 
upon  Lord  Lorafs  conduct  with 
respect  to  his  son.  Sir  Dudley 
Rider,  in  a  speech  which  lasted  an 
Iboor  and  a  baJf,  opened  the  charge, 
•and  Mlated  the  seteral  overt  acts  Hi 
-order,  which  the  witnesses  for  the 
^osecution  were  to  support;  and 
vend  several  letters,  among  which 
w«s  that  to  the  Lord  President 

Sir  John  Strange,  after  a  very 
flhoit  speech,  called  one  Shield,  a 
(witness. 

Here  the  Lord  Lovat  requested 
•of  the  Court  that  as  persons  in  his 
drcnmstancea  were  allowed  pen, 
4nk,  and  paper,  and  to  take  mi- 
<»iites  of  what  was  said,  and  as  be 
W«s  not  able  to  take  the  benefit  of 
4Mb  privilege  hhnself,  without  which 
it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to 
•nmke  his  defence,  some  other  per- 
«on  might  be  permitted  to  do  it  for 
bim  ;  be  also  desired  that  his  coun- 
-sel  might  speak  for  him. 

As  to  taking  minutes,  the  Lord 

-High-Steward  replied  that  the  Court 

'••uld  not  formally  grant  such  a  re- 

*4uest ;  but  that  he  observed  a  per. 

.M»  §igndiag  near  hh  lordship,  who 

''■c^  teea  emplojrti  in  taking  notes 


ever  rfnce  the  proceedings  had  been 
begun,  and  that  through  the  leuMjr 
of  the  Court  he  had  not  been  intevu 
rupted ;  and  that  his  counsel  oouM 
not  be  allowed  to  speak,  except  a 
point  of  law  should  arise. 

Lord  Lovat  still  persisting  in  his 
request  for  counsel,  Sir  Wafiam 
Yonge  aaid  the  mani^ers  of  the 
House  of  Commons  coaM  not  con- 
sent  to  it  wiAont  going  to  their 
own  house  for  further  instructions. 

Shield,  the  witness,  being  Inronght 
to  the  bar.  Lord  Levat  eicepied 
against  him,  as  being  his  tenant; 
and  alleged  that,  by  ttie  laws  el 
Scotland,  tenants  could  not  be  ex. 
amined  against  their  lord.  The 
Lord  High  Steward  replied  that  bs 
knew  of  no  such  biw  in  England. 
Lord  Lovat  then  named  a  statute 
which  incapacitated  such  persons  to 
give  evidence  in  cases  of  treason  as 
would  be  benefitted  by  the  attab. 
der ;  and  several  dauses  of  the  act 
were  read  for  the  prisoner's  satis- 
faction.  After  which  the  witness^ 
on  being  asked,  denied  that  he  hekl 
any  thing  of  the  prisoner  by  tack 
or  lease ;  and  being  asked,  at  Lord 
Talbot*8  desire,  if  he  would  reeelTe 
any  benefit  from  the  att^nder  of 
the  unfortunate  lord  at  the  bar,  be 
replied  in  the  negative. 

This  witness  deposed  that  he  had 
known  Lord  Lovat  ever  since  the 
year  1733,  had  frequently  con- 
versed with  him  on  public  afidrs, 
and  was  told  by  him  that  be  bad 
sent  a  letter  to  Lord  Seaforft,  b 
1719,  by  Lieutenant  M^Innon,  fai- 
▼iting  him  to  make  a  new  attempt, 
and  promising  to  join  him  with  all 
bis  men. 

That  the  witness  made  affidavit  of 
this,  and  sent  it  to  the  ministij  by 
the  Duke  of  Athol ;  but  that  Loid 
Lovat  had  the  address  to  get  dear 
of  the  discovery. 

That  in  17S<$,  when  be,  tiie  Lofd 
Lo^at,  wia  ifto\S  of  'Ismrness,  he 


i 
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tiffered  Roy  Stuart  to  escape  out 
of  tbe  public  gaol,  from  wbcMMre  be 
weot  directly  to  tbe  said  ford's 
bouie,  where  he  was  eotertidiied 
six  weeks,  and  set  out  for  France  in 
his  lordship's  chaise,  being  charged 
with  messages  from  him  to  the  Prew 
tender,  professing  his  fidelity,  and 
soliciting  tbe  post  of  Lieutenant- 
General  of  tbe  Highlands,  and  the 
title  of  duke. 

That  in  1741K  he  received  the  said 
eommission,  on  which  he  declared 
that  be  was  then  in  a  condition  to 
humble  his  neighbours.  That  he, 
with  six  others,  signed  and  sealed 
an  association,  and  sent  it  to  Paris 
and  Rome,  by  Murray  of  Brought 
ton,  in  1740,  the  purport  of  which 
was  to  inform  the  Pretender  of  his 
leadivess  to  appear  in  arms  for  his 
•er? ice,  and  soliciting  an  invasion 
from  J^rance.  That  these  persons, 
at  tbetr  meetings,  drank  healths 
and  sang  catches,  such  as  <  Conl^. 
sion  4o  ibe  Wbite  Horse,  and  all  its 
gcaeralaon;^  and 

'  When  Jemmj  comes  o>r 
We  shall  have  blood  and  blows  good  store ;' 

which  last  were  originally  composed 
la  Irish.  That  in  1746  he  ordered 
kb  son  \p'  read  the  Pretender's  ma- 
nifesto, to  which  this  witness  ob- 
jecting, he  called  him  a  traitor,  &c. 
That  be  offered  this  witness  a  cap- 
tain's commission,  whicb  he  refused. 
That,  in  a  conversation  about  reli- 
glen,  he  said  there  was  but  one 
trie  religion,  the  Popish  ;  that  be 
cvrsed  the  Reformation,  because 
it  brought  in  a  false  religion ;  and 
the  Revolution,  becaose  it  brought 
us  in  dcfbt.  That  many  of  his 
tenants  refusing  to  come  into  the 
Ki>eIlion,  he  threatened  to  cut  them 
of*  That  he  sent  for  his  son, 
the  Master  of  Lovat,  then  nineteen, 
ffon  the  University  of  St.  Andrew's, 
111  tmler  to  his  accepting  a  commis. 
SHm  from  the  Pretender,  and  bead- 
^  tbe  dan.    The  witness  having 


gone  tbroagb  bis  exainimilion)  and 
LordLovat  being  asked  if  he  bad 
any  questions  to  put  to  him,  his 
lerdship  replied,  ^  he  bad  alleged  so 
many  falsehoods,  that  he  did  not 
know  what  to  ask  him,  or  where 
to  begin ;'  but  observed,  lie  liad 
l>een  employed  in  soliciting  wit. 
nesses  against  him,  which  Shield  de- 
nied, and  Lord  Lovat  said  he  could 
prof  e.  Being  cross-examined  boir 
long  he  had  been  in  town,  and  at 
whose  expense  be  was  now  main- 
tained, be  answered,  that  be  came 
to  town  on  Tuesday  then  last,  and 
was  maintained  at  the  govemmentfi 
expense,  (hough  he  bad  intended  to 
live  at  his  own. 

Another  witness,  of  tbe  name  of 
Fraser,  stated  that  he  was  servant 
to  Lord  Lovat,  and  taken  prisoner 
with  him.  That  after  the  Pre. 
tender's  landing  in  July  (of  whom 
Lord  Lovat  said  that  be  did  not  land 
like  a  prince,)  the  prboner  sent  a 
letter  to  the  chin  of  the  Frasers  to 
join  his  son,  the  Master  of  Lovat, 
who  was  then  at  home,  and  that  a 
muster-roll  of  the  men  was  taken 
by  Lord  Lovat  himsetf.  That  the 
prisoner  received  a  fetter  from  the 
Lord  President  to  dissuade  him  from 
going  into  the  rebeHion ;  and  that 
in  answer  he  excused  bimscff,  lay- 
ing the  Mame  on  his  son,  alleging 
that  he  was  not  the  first  who  bad 
an  undnttf  ul  child.  That  the  Mas- 
ter of  Lovat,  accidentally  getting  a 
sight  of  this  letter,  cried  out, 
'  Good  God !  how  have  I  deserved 
that  character?— By  God,  I'll  go 
and  put  the  saddle  on  tiie  rigbt 
horse.'  That  Lord  Lovat  was  not 
by ;  and  that  the  young  gentleman's 
parental  affection  soon  getting  the 
better  of  his  resentment,  the  affair 
dropped. — Hiat  Lord  Lo vat's  name 
was  made  use  of  to  induce  Ae 
Frasers  to  join  Ae  Pretender ;  and 
that  he  appointed  them  a  rendes. 
vous,  and  furnished  them  with  tents# 
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ftnut,  ealaurf,  fte.— TJuU  tlief 
rtadeifonied  twice;  ooce  aboot 
tiie  middlei  and  once  about  the 
latter  end,  of  Aaguft,  1745^  Dear 
Lord  Lotat't  house;  and  that  at 
the  last  meeting  his  lordship  gate 
them  gunpowder  and  cockades,  as 
marks  of  their  being  in  the  Pre. 
tender's  serflce.— That  after  the 
battle  of  Preston- Pans  flags  were 
giren  to  his  men.^That  Lord  LoTat, 
lo  a  letter  to  the  Pretender's  son, 
then  at  the  head  of  his  party,  la* 
ments  his  great  age  and  infirmities, 
which  prerented  his  doing  him  per. 
senal  serfice;  and  acquaints  him 
that,  as  a  proof  of  his  zeal  in  the 
cause,  he  had  sent  his  eldest  son, 
who  was  the  darling  of  his  life.-~ 
That  Lord  LK>Tat  had  scTeral  meet, 
ingt  with  the  rebel  chiefs,  who  were 
actually  in  arm^,  particularly  Mur- 
ray of  Barrisdale;  and  that  they 
sometimes  spoke  Erse,  and  some- 
times French.— That  the  Lord  Lo? at 
distributed  money  for  raising  men. 
That  this  witness  receired  a  commis- 
sion October  18,  1744,  from  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Drummond's  lady, 
then  in  France,  with  orders  to  give 
it  to  Lord  Lovat  only ;  that  he  read 
li^  and  took  a  copy  of  it,  bat  had  it 
not  to  produce.  That  the  prisoner 
complained  that  the  go? emment  had 
not  used  him  well  in  taking  away 
the  command  of  an  independent 
company,  and  expressed  great  re- 
sentment on  that  account.  This 
witness  having  gone  through  his  eri- 
dencc,  and  Lord  Lovat  being  asked 
if  he  would  put  any  questions  to 
him,  declined  it  by  saying  he  was 
not  able  to  ask  him  any  questions, 
but  that  what  he  said  would  not 
find  credit  in  an  assembly  of  foot- 
men. 

This  was  the  substance  of  the  first 
day's  proceedings ;  and  a  great  part 
of  the  second  was  spent  in  debates 
"^pectiDg  the  admissibility  of  Mr. 

'"'V^  who  had  been  secretary  to 


the  Pietender,  as  an  evideneew  It 
was  orged  that  his  evidence  coold 
not  be  allowed,  as  he  stood  at- 
tainted; but  the  attorney-general 
haWng  read  the  record  of  the  attain- 
der, and  produced  the  king's  par- 
don, all  farther  objections  fell  to 
the  ground. 

On  the  following  day  Mr.  Mur. 
ray  was  examined,  and  prored  that 
Lord  lx>fat  had  assuted  the  rebels 
with  men  and  money ;  and  that  he 
had  commissioned  two  of  his  sons 
to  cause  his  tenants  to  take  arms  ia 
behalf  of  the  Pretender. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  trial,  Hugh 
Fraser,  Lord  Lorat's  secretary,  con- 
firmed the  former  evidence  in  several 
particulars;  and  deposed  further, 
that,  when  news  came  of  the  battle 
of  Preston-Pans,  hb  lordship  said 
^  it  was  such  a  victory  as  could  not 
be  paralleled  in  history.'  That  he 
was  sent  by  Lord  Lovat  to  the 
Pretender's  son,  then  at  Holyrood 
House,  to  assure  him  of  his  zc^  for 
his  interest,  and  acquaint  him  that 
he  had  sent  his  son  at  the  head  of 
his  clan  in  order  to  join  him,  with 
which  the  young  Pretender  declared 
himself  satisfied;  and  Secretary 
Murray,  by  his  orders,  gave  the 
witness  a  letter  for  Lora  Lovat, 
unsealed,  purporting,  among  other 
things,  that  they  were  preparing  to 
march  into  England,  and  desiring 
the  Frasers  might  join  them  about 
Mofiet  or  Cariisle;  which  letter 
this  witness  delivered  accordingly, 
acquainting  Lord  Lovat,  at  the 
same  time,  that  there  were  twenty- 
one  battalions  of  English  troops 
landed  from  Flanders,  and  two  re- 
giments from  Ireland ;  and  that  the 
Dutch  auxiliaries  were  expected,— 
all  of  which  would  be  too  strong 
for  them.  His  lord  replied  that  he 
had  gone  too  far  to  go  back,  and 
forbade  the  witness  to  mention  these 
particulars  to  his  son.  That  about 
SIX  or  seven  companies  of  the  Frasen 
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haVing  marched  to  join  the  rebels, 
all  came  back  except  twenty-fire, 
being  countermand  t'd  by  Lord  Lovaf, 
who  had  written  to  the  Lord  Prcsi. 
deot  to  know  what  would  be  the 
consequence  of  his  headstrong  8on*s 
having  entered  into  the  rebellion, 
and  received  for  answer  that  his 
person  would  be  seized,  and  his 
conduct  inquired  into.  Of  this  his 
lordship  immediately  informed  his 
son,  and  proposed  his  going  directly 
to  Holland  ;  but  that  the  next  day, 
when  in  company  with  several  gen- 
tlemen, he  declared  it  was  all  a 
bugbear,  and  advised  his  son  to 
proceed,  and  join  the  rebels  with 
his  whole  clan,  lliat  upon  this  the 
Master  of  Lovat  burst  into  tears, 
saying  he  had  been  made  a  fool  and 
a  tool  from  first  to  last,  his  father 
undoing  one  day  what  he  did  the 
former ;  but  that  he  was  now  de- 
termined to  march,  let  the  conse- 
quence be  what  it  would.  That  he 
believes,  from  his  knowledge  of  the 
Master  of  Lovat's  good  sense  and 
avowed  principles,  that  he  would 
not  have  gone  into  the  rebellion 
but  for  his  father's  influence;  and 
that  he  had  often  heard  him  declare 
as  much.  That  the  Frasers  marched 
to  Stirling,  and  that  tome  of  the 
arms  brought  from  France  were  by 
order  delivered  to  them.  That  the 
witness  carried  a  large  packet,  with- 
out direction,  from  Secretary  Mur- 
ray to  the  Master  of  Lovat,  con- 
taining a  commission  of  lieutenant- 
general  for  Lord  Lovat ;  another 
of  lord-Heutcnancy ;  and  another 
of  colonel  to  one  of  the  name  of 
Fraser;  all  signed  and  scaled  by 
the  Pretender.  That  the  roason 
why  Murray  did  not  direct  the  said 
packet  was,  that  he  did  not  know 
whether  to  address  it  to  Lord  Lovat 
or  Duke  Fraser  ;  and  that  he  sa^ 
a  letter  from  the  young  Pretender 
to  his  lordship,  desiring  him  to  join 
(hem  in  person. 

TOL.  I. 


John  Farquhar,  servant  to  Se- 
cretary  Murray,  deposed  that  the 
Lord  l^vat  met  several  gentlemen 
after  the  battle  of  Culloden,  to  con- 
sider how  the  remainder  of  the  re- 
bels could  be  got  together.  That 
Lord  Lovat  embraced  several  of 
LochiePs  ofliccrs,  and  declared  that, 
if  they  could  collect  a  body  of  seven 
or  eight  thousand  honest  High- 
landers, they  should  yet  be  able 
to  beat  the  Elector  of  Hanover's 
troops  ;  and  that  he  wished  to  God 
he  had  joined  the  prince  regent  when 
he  first  came  over.  That  some 
French  money  had  been  landed  and 
distributed  to  the  rebels,  to  get  them 
together  again ;  that  they  then  re- 
solved to  march  south  for  Edinburgh, 
and  expected  French  forces  to  land. 

Sir  Everard  Fawkener  deposed 
that  he  visited  the  Lord  Lovat, 
when  a  prboncr  at  Inverness,  by 
order  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  : 
that  his  lordship  then  talked  much 
of  the  services  he  had  done  the 
government  in  1715,  and  the  fa- 
vours he  had  received  from  his  latr 
majesty ;  that  he  spoke  with  great 
resentment  against  Marshal  Wade, 
as  the  person  who  deprived  him  of 
his  free  company ;  and  declared 
that,  in  his  opinion,  such  usage  was 
suflicicnt  to  justify  him  in  joining 
Thamas  Kouli  Khan,  if  he  bad 
landed  here ;  but  added  that,  if  the 
government  would  spare  his  life  and 
estate,  he  would  exert  all  his  powers 
(perhaps  not  inconsiderable)  in  its 
service. 

Robert  Fraser  (a  former  wit- 
ness) proved  several  treasonable 
letters  to  be  signed  by  Lord  Lovat, 
which  were  sent  to  the  young  Pre- 
tender, Secretary  Murray,  the  Laird 
of  Lochiel,  and  the  Marquis  of  Tul- 
libardinc  (styled  Duke  of  Athol), 
which  letters  were  read. 

Several  other  witnesses  were  call- 
ed, who  all  deposed  to  a  similar 
effect. 

3d 
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The  e? idence  for  the  crown  being 
closed  on  the  fifth  day,  it  was  summed 
up  by  Sir  John  Strange ;  and  the 
Lord  High  Steward  then  informed 
the  prisoner  that  he  must  prepare 
for  his  defence:   accordingly,   on 
the  sixtli  day  the  prisoner  proceeded 
therein*     He  said  he  had  often  told 
their  lordships  that  he  was  eighty 
years  old,  full   of  Infirmities  and 
pains,  and  therefore  unable  to  exa- 
mine witnesses  himself ;  but  that  he 
had  put  his  thoughts  loosely  into 
writing  that  morning,  desiring  the 
same  might  be  read  by  the  derk, 
which  was  done  accordingly,  being 
in  tabstanoe  as  follows:—^  That  it 
would  be  impossible  for  him  to  ma- 
nifest his  innocence  to  their  lord, 
ships,  unless  he  could  hare  those 
witnesses  from  Scotland,  which,  by 
their  lordships*   order,    had  been 
summoned  to  attend*     That  the  al- 
lowing infamous  and  attainted  per- 
sons, such  as  Secretary  Murray, 
and  his   own   secretary,    (against 
whom  he  exclaimed  in  the  bitterest 
terms,)  was  a  dangerous  precedent. 
That  he  hoped  their  lordships  would 
enforce  their  order  to  bring  up  his 
witnesses ;  and,  till  then,  he  sub- 
mitted his  life,  and  all  that  was  dear 
to  him,  to  their  lordships'  honour.' 
He  was  then  again  directed  to  pro. 
ceed  to  his  defence ;  which  he  de- 
clining to  enter  upon  till  all  his 
witnesses  were  come  from  Scotland, 
the  managers  declared  that  the  sub- 
ject  of  his  request  was  unprece- 
dented, and  could  not  be  complied 
If  ith. — And  upon  this  the  Solicitor- 
general  was  heard  in  reply. 

Lord  Lofat  then  offered  to  call 
two  persons  to  prore  that  many  of 
his  witnesses  were  threatened  with 
imprisonment  if  they  offered  to  go 
to  London  on  his  behalf,  and  oihen 
were  driven  to  the  hills:  and  the 
Ailomajr-general  and  Mr.  Noel's 
^^Jedion  to  this  being  heard,  the 
fifoner  was  taken  from  the  bar, 


and  the  Lord  High  Steward  pat  ihe 
question  to  every  peer,  beginaiug 
with  the  junior,  ^  Whether  Sioion, 
Lord  Lovat,  was  guilty  of  all  the 
diarges  of  high  treason  brought 
agmnst  him  ?'  and  thereupon  every 
one,  putting  his  hand  upon  his  left 
breast,  answered,  ^  Guilty,  upon 
my  honour.'  He  was  then  again 
set  to  the  bar,  and  acquaiated  by 
the  Lord  High  Steward  that  his 
peers  had  unanimously  found  him 
guilty ;  on  which  the  lords  ad. 
joumed  to  their  own  House. 

On  the  following  day  the  pri- 
soner, being  brought  to  the  bar,  was 
asked  if  he  had  any  thing  to  oier 
why  judgment  of  death  should  not 
be  pronounced  against  him;  to 
which  he  answered  he  had  not,  and 
judgment  was  passed  accordingly. 

After  sentence  was  pronounced, 
the  Lord  High  Steward,  standing 
up,  broke  his  staff,  and  dedared 
his  commission  Toid.  Then  Lord 
LoTat  desired  the  lords  to  recom- 
mend him  to  his  majesty's  mercy  ; 
and  said  to  the  managers  of  the 
Commons,  ^  I  hope  as  ye  are  ttout 
ye  will  be  merciful;'  and,  going 
from  the  bar,  added,  '  Fare  you 
well,  my  lords;  we  shall  not  all 
meet  again  in  one  place.' 

That  the  private  and  public  cha- 
racter already  given  of  Lord  Lovat  Is 
in  general  true  will  appear  from  a 
memorable  speech  of  the  Lord  Bd- 
haven,  (in  the  last  Parliament  held 
at  Edinburgh,  in  November,  1706») 
against  the  then  projected  union  of 
the  two  kingdoms:  his  lordship, 
speaking  of  this  noblemaa,  then 
Captain  Fraser,  on  occasion  of  the 
Scots  plot,  commonly  called  Fra- 
ser's  plot,  says  ^  That  he  desarred, 
if  practicable,  to  have  been  hanged 
five  several  times,  in  five  diffHrent 
places,  and  upon  five  different  ac* 
counts  at  least ;  as  having  been  no* 
torlously  a  traitor  to  the  court  of 
St.  James's,  ^  ttuWov  t^^a  conrt 
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of  St.  Grermain't,  a  traitor  to  tho 
conrt  of  Ventilles ;  and  a  traitor 
to  his  own  countrj-  of  Scotland,  in 
bdng  not  only  an  a? owed  and  rest- 
len  cncmj  to  the  peace  and  quiet  of 
itf  established  go? crnment  and  eon* 
stitution,  both  in  church  and  stale, 
but  likewise  a  vile  Proteus«like 
apostate,  and  a  sedacer  of  others  in 
pioint  ei  religion,  as  the  tide  or  wind 
changed  :  and,  moreorer,  that  (ab- 
stracted from  all  those  his  molti* 
plied  acts  of  treason,  abroad  and  at 
hom^)  he  deser?ed  to  be  lianged 
at  a  condemned  criminal,  outlaw, 
and  fogltire,  for  the  barbarous, 
cruel,  and  nuMt  flagitious  rape  he 
had,  with  the  assistance  of  sohm  of 
his  Tile  and  abominable  band  of 
ruffians,  Tiolently  committed  on  the 
body  of  a  right  bononnble  and  fir« 
tuous  lady,  the  widow  of  the  lata 
Lord  Lorat,  and  sister  of  his  Grace 
the  late  Duke  of  Athol.  Nay,  so 
hardened  was  Captain  Frascr  be- 
come in  wickedness,  that  he  audaci- 
ously  erected  a  gallows,  and  threat- 
ened to  hang  Uiereon  one  of  the 
aaid  lady's  brothers,  and  some  other 
gentlemen  of  quality  who  accom- 
panied him,  in  going  to  rescue 
him  out  of  that  criminal's  cruel 
hand.' 

His  lordship  married  three  wires ; 
Ihe  tnt  was  the  dowager  Lady 
Lofut;  the  second  a  daughter  of 
the  Laird  of  Grant,  sister  to  Sir 
Lodirfc  Grant,  bart.  by  whom  he 
had  issue  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters;  the  third  a  near  relation  to 
the  noble  family  of  Argyle,  by 
whom  ho  had  sJso  a  son,  named 
Archibald ;  but  he  used  this  lady  so 
illy  that,  her  friends  interposing,  a 
teparation  took  place.  In  1740 
he  married  his  eldest  daughter  to 
the  Laird  of  Cluny,  chief  of  the 
dan  of  the  M<Ph«reons,  probably 
with  a  fiew  to  strengthen  hb  in- 
terest, and  enable  him  the  more 


effectually  to  put  hniong-meditafed 
design  in  eiecution  ;  since  he  might 
certainly  hare  found  a  son-in-law 
Tcry  superior  in  c?ery  respect,  ex- 
cept in  numbers  of  men  fit  for  ser- 
vice. 

Waking  about  two  in  the  mom» 
ing  on  the  day  before  his  death,  ho 
prayed  deroutly  for  some  time,  and 
then  slept  till  near  seven,  when  ho 
was  dressed  by  the  assistance  of  the 
warder.  This  day  he  spent  with 
his  friends,  conversing  cheerfully 
both  on  public  and  prirate  affidrs. 
He  was  even  jocose  In  a  high  de- 
gree, and  told  the  barber  who 
shaved  him  to  be  cautious  not  to 
cut  his  throat,  which  might  baulk 
many  persons  of  the  expected  sight 
on  the  following  day.  Having 
eaten  a  hearty  supper,  he  desired 
that  tome  veal  might  be  roasted, 
that  he  might  have  some  of  it 
minced  for  his  breakfast,  being  a 
dish  of  which  he  was  extremielj 
fond.  He  then  smoked  hb  pipOi 
and  retired  to  rest. 

The  day  fixed  for  hb  execution^ 
Lord  Lorat  waked  about  three  la 
the  morning,  and  was  heard  to 
pray  with  great  devotion;  at  five 
he  arose,  called  for  a  glass  of  wine 
and  water  as  usual,  appeared  cheer, 
ful,  sat  and  read  till  seven,  and  then 
drank  another  glass  of  wine  and 
water;  at  eight  he  desired  hb 
wig  might  be  sent,  that  the  barber 
might  have  time  to  eotnb  it  out  gen- 
teelly ;  and  provided  himself  with  a 
purse  to  hold  the  money  whieh  he 
intended  for  the  executionisr. 

At  about  half  an  hour  after  ninehii 
lordship  ate  very  heartily  of  minced 
veal,  ordering  coiiee  and  chocolate 
for  his  friends,  whose  healths  he 
drank  in  wine  and  water. 

About  eleven  the  sheriflRi  sent  io 
demand  his  body,  upon  which  he 
desired  the  gentlemen  would  retire 
for  a  few  moments  while  he  said  a 
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y.  *!•"  i*-'-ir»<l  #1  ?•*  x*^**"'-*'-  ■• 
fi  ttf  .,  ti.i  *-  -fcj  .:•!  mk.*-  r-ii»- 
»f     •••      «il  iral   -tiSitilC      t^^  -i«r   1#7 

'•Vill'it^         •'*'       (t^    j'j'fi^^^kA      Oiil   lit 

.!•»■  4  •*  i»«»  riikr.'!  ftlfrr;«-il  «•!*«  Mi 
«»'iUfMi«  ni*for'iiiM4  ift  W'lr  ti#: 
Jkft'k  if  ■'■•-:>i{£  urn.  inil  tPTf^fiire 
n«»^>r.'l  ii«  (»rit«iiir>  vinHI  -'XttiiMS 
iitfT.  '•■  '•••n  iMik  ii»  .iMii',  iriil 
j^cMVii^t'*.!       il    -ti««    |iw»r    ,11*    .-jiiW'-:! 

fro'ii  -:ifii«-«!  'I  liM  iiiti'r  ^ii'c  ill 
fti#!  ^4»vr-ior'«  '.t^ir.'i.  .v  iHr-  le  ^r-ut 
rfi'livi'r^jl  (••  till*  .iHTllit.  'V'iri  'OiU 
dii«<i*«/|  .lint  ,11    tiiiiiii«^r    '•»!cr!i  'i>  'ins 

j|r>*lkf*  i*'ii-  'IifT  .r%ili<»>fl.  Ill  «:llC!l 
^.m  t  r#»f,iii  .iiii'rl  -vii.i  .'>li«rk  <::orh. 
■•n«f  iiiiiii(    Villi    .ctii'VJi.   fi»r  ni«  r*^- 

Hi«  .Vii'i'iU  4r'*r".  41  :irnr  tli'iiicul 
•111 fr.il io< ,  fi'i',  upon  Apj^iicarirHi 
inuilit  }>y  iti4  lorrt^iiip  f<>  (hi*,  ^iniriits 
for  riifir  iilnutun'!»r.  it  ^van  ^raiifi^il. 
H«»oii  ^Tnt..  niK  lor'inhip.  iifldr-^Miiiiiif 
him-"ir  ro  rhi*  <h('.rit1ii,  l:i:iiiki*.i|  tacm 
fttr  flirt  Tivoiir,  and,  taking  4  pflper 
'*iit  r»f  hM  p^vrki*.!,  rt«-iivi*r('H  ic  ro 
^nAof  rhrtin,  ^.lyiii^  In*.  ihiMilil  niiikc 
no  4pi!er^,  40(1  flut  iliry  (ni^lit  ;;ife 
rh/i   word  of  r/>niman(l   vrhcn  th<?y 

A  Kmili'ntaii  pri'MTiif  bi'ii^iiiiiini^ 
fo  rr.Afl  .1  prityt'.r  to  liis  \t^rd.■^hi^^i 
whilfi  hr.  WA4  tifNii^,  hi:  called  one 
of  ihr  N«.irrli-rs  fo  h^lft  him  iip,  rhat 
hn  iiii;{hr  knc<-.l.  He  rh«:ii  prayeil 
«ilrnfly  «  .horf  hiiiC,  aiitl  wjft  after. 


1   .u 

^    te 


7^ra     fiitr     :>i:v.^ 


-»:'    .  ^XM% 
•-    «rrjc<-e  lo 

ai£M    >p    ■.— iTr-fw     o    11*    'nrmii 
«ilh     w>    '.-irnsr.    .kiMi   -au   '(»r  *iiat 

icr  uirt    itsiiita    u    'be  ?iieniis 

Lai  -us  Mail  -niLni  ir  -rmr<^  in  a 

:uiti.  iJ.;!  lui  .iiiu    br  laifiu.   r'ucn 

lie  ^urniu.    uter   rDnierrm^  vviih 

^fiiD«  ^t-nitc?aca   arcMBU  3riiiiis«d 

•iHiiiid   3e    lune:    a   -Umj  '.bat  :iie 

inkling    in  'bm  lead  ii  ttw  comisn 

II   'tir  -lauuia  -nuuia  oe  JUpeuai 

viiii.  ^   t  .lau  3e«i  If   aiu  ytsars  ac 

'.he  -->aiu::iiiun  ji*  unis. 

•V  len  fill  onitfliD  wai  suine  ap 
'lie  iieD«  :u  :lie  -caifuiii,  Obsiued  tiY 
'  jf'j  »anier-,  :ie  uukdU  nJuiiiL  Jiid» 
u4'Mi4;  -kU  jre:u  a  cuncuurM!  at 
leuQie.  •  «"j"Hi  save  u*".'  »ays  he. 
•  « IV  in  nil  HI  '.here  be  -iurh  i  husiJe 
»h«iiit  raKiii;;  'jif  oii  -nd  ^rey  head, 
tliac  t:aiiiiijr  i-.t  \i\i  tbreis  fiep*  with- 
■lut  rhr^t:  riDiliiss  cu  Mppurt  ii:' 

Tiir:iinj5  ibnur,  aiid  obberving 
one  ')f  lis  Trends  miicii  dtfjectud, 
hi:  i:ljpp(!tl  nim  on  this  :ihuuider, 
viyms.  "  Lheer  up  thy  hcart,maftl 
[  In  aoc  aX'raid ;  why  ihoald  yoa  be 

Ai  ioon  as  he  came  apoa  the 
icaifold  he  a«ked  for  the  eseca. 
Uiiner,  and  presented  him  with  ten 
guineas  in  a  purse ;  then,  defirin^ 
to  see  the  axe,  he  felt  the  edge,  and 
^aid  '  he  believed  it  woiikl  d<x' 

Soon  after  he  rose  from  the  chair 
which  wad  placed  for  him,  antl 
looked  at  the  inscription  on  his 
coffin.*     He  then  sat  down  a^ia, 


and  repeated  from  Horace, 

fti^.  I.  ni'i.*i,  w.n  in  I.irm.  nut  mAy  b^  i«:n^}er»i(i  m  Ei-.i;liah  ti:us.  *  Simoni  Lord 
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*  Dulce  ft  decorum  est  pro  patru  mori;** 
and  afterwards  from  Ofid, 

'  Nam  genus  el  pmaros,  el  qus  nan  fe- 
cimus  i|>ti, 
Viji  ea  nostra  voco* 

lie  (hen  desired  all  the  |>copleto 
stand  olT,  rxcept  his  two  warders, 
who  supported  his  lordnhip  while  he 
said  a  prayer ;  after  which  he  railed 
his  solicitor  and  agent  in  Scotland, 
Mr.  W,  Frascr,  and,  presenting  his 
gold.headed  cane,  said,  *  I  del  iter 
you  this  cane  In  token  of  my  si^nsc 
of  your  faithful  serTices,  and  of  my 
committing  to  you  all  tlie  power  1 
ha?e  upon  earth,'  and  then  em. 
braced  him.  He  also  called  for 
Mr.  James  Fraser,  and  said,  '  My 
dear  James,  I  am  going  to  heaven ; 
but  you  must  continue  to  crawl  a 
liMlc  longer  in  this  evil  world.' 
And,  taking  Icafe  of  both,  he  doli« 
▼ered  his  hat,  wig,  and  clothes,  to 
Mr.  William  Fraser,  desiring  him 
to  see  that  the  executioner  did  not 
touch  them,  lie  ordered  his  cap 
to  be  put  on,  and,  unloosing  his 
neckcloth  and  the  collar  of  his 
shirt,  kneeled  do\%n  at  the  block, 
and  pulled  the  cloth  which  was  to 
receive  his  head  close  to  him. 

But,  being  placed  too  near  the 
block,  the  executioner  desired  him 
to  remove  a  little  further  back, 
which,  with  the  warder's  assistance, 
was  immediately  done;  and,  his 
neck  being  pru|>erly  placed,  he  told 
the  executioner  he  would  say  a 
bhurt  prayer,  and  then  givi*  the 
signal  by  dropping  his  handkerchief. 
In  this  posture  he  rcuiaiiieJ  about 
half  a  minute,  and  then,  throwing 
his  handkerchief  on  the  lloor^  the 
executioner  at  one  blow  cut  off  hia 
head,  which  was  received  in  thecloth. 


and,  together  with  his  body,  put 
into  the  cofliin,  and  carried  in  a 
hearse  back  to  the  Tower,  where  it 
remained  till  four  o'clock,  and  wa<i 
then  removed  by  an  undertaker,  in 
order  to  be  sent  to  Scotland,  and 
deposited  in  his  own  tomif  in  the 
church  of  Kirkill ;  but  leave  not 
being  given,  as  was  expectcti,  it 
was  again  brought  hack  to  the 
Tower,  and  interred  near  the  bodies 
of  the  other  lords. 

His  lordship  professed  himself  a 
papist,  and,  at  his  request,  was  at. 
tended  by  Mr.  Baker,  belonging 
to  the  Sardinian  ambassador;  and 
though  ho  insisted  much  on  theier* 
vices  he  had  done  the  present  royal 
family,  in  1716,  yet  he  declared, 
but  a  few  days  before  his  death, 
that  he  had  been  concerned  in  all 
the  schemes  formed  for  restoring 
the  bouse  of  Stuart  since  he  was 
fifteen  years  old. 

This  nobleman's  intellectual 
powers  seem  to  have  been  con- 
siderable, and  his  learning  exten- 
sive: he  spoke  Latin,  Frcmch,  and 
English,  fluently,  and  other  mo- 
dern languages  intelligibly.  He 
studied  at  Ahcrdoen,  and  disputed* 
his  philosophy  in  Greek;  and, 
though  he  was  educated  a  protest- 
ant,  yet,  alter  three  years'  study 
of  divinity  and  controversy,  he 
turned  papist. 

He  maintained  an  apiicarancc  of 
that  f«icetious  disposition,  for  which 
he  was  remarkable,  to  the  last; 
and  seems  to  have  taken  great  pains 
to  quit  the^tage,  not  only  with  de- 
cency, but  with  that  dignity  which 
is  thought  to  di«itinguish  the  good 
conscience  and  the  noble  mind. 
But  it  may  be  remarked,  on  this 


*  Tlii'sc  ejaculations  being  told  tu  a  genlleman,  he  replied  iubUntl^,  lo  tlic  hr»tj 
'  With  ju^Uce  may  lx>vHt  this  ada^re  nppiv. 
For  the  good  of  their  country  all  cruuiuulb  die.' 

To  the  Mfcond — 

'  Thine  alone  u  the  li^noor  of  all  thou  ha%t  dune  ; 
bucb  father  hO  honour  traiumhs  Co  a  w>n.' 
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thai  »  dfuif  b  aa  eiCBt  appanacB  bj  wcwiaga  ■■■kcrof 

It,  ni  iu  Imm  at  garsoits  aM  aver  IW  olkcr,  ika 

keaafa  aDatctaaa.     He  wai  tafl,  walked 

loas  and   ahtaid    tkui  to  verj  aprigkt,  (coosidenaf  i»  great 

ticat  it  witk  leiitj,  acgligcaoe,  or  age*) and  was  toleralrijrwrllskaped; 

pfcsaspUoa.  Iw  had  a  large  moatk,  short 

As  Ike  review  of  a  file  ia  wkick  cje»  verj    aiack    coati 


principle,  < 
natare  to 


its 


fen 

tke  bit  awfal  bo- 
keaatafal  aad  kccowag;-««o 
as  air  oC  iatrepiditjr,  and  a  forced 

at  the  koar  at  deatk, 
rkose  life  kas  keea  te- 
airkaldr  far  tke  sott  daring  and 

Bitiet,  instead  of  re- 
mmj  aew  koooar  apon  kiv. 
kiai  jret  aMire  o*owi  aad 
iptikle,  ai  tack  a  coodact  can 
oalj  finMB  latolcBce,  ig- 
■orance,  or  inseasibilitjr. 

Let  as  not,  tkercfora^  ke  deeetved 
by  ipeeioai  apptaraaceay  ardaiaiad 
iHtk  a  false  lastre.  Letasaotjadge 
of  tke  ana,  or  the  caase  io  wkick 
ka  dies,  by  the  manaer  of  kis  d  jiag  ; 
kat  ratkcr  censure  or  approve  his 
djiag  beharioor,  bj  comparing  it 
with  the  general  tenor  of  hb  life ; 
aad  then  only  jield  oar  approba- 
tioa  to  the  appearaaces  of  fortitade, 
■arenitj,  aad  cheerfalness,  when  the 
indiTidaaI*i  moral  condact  seems  to 
aferd  sBch  a  prospect  of  eteraitj 
ai  auiy  inspire  him  with  that  hope 
of  hcaren  which  b  consbtent  with 
knowledge,  reason,  and  hamilitj. 

We  hare  already  observed  that 
Lord  Lovat  was  an  eitraordioary 
aMa; — he  was  tmly  so  in  ererj 
meaning  of  the  word ;  and  some 
farther  particniars,  therefore,  of 
soch  a  character,  carefully  gleaned 
from  the  publications  of  the  time  in 
which  he  suffered,  cannot  prove 
aaacceptable  to  our  readers. 
^ii  person  wzt  rerj  large ;  and 
"t^f  Mdded  to  kb  anwMdy 


aH  covered  witk  a 
tkb  gave  kirn  agrim 
kat,  apoa  addrcaaag  aay 
ke  pat  oa  a  smHiag  caaalo* 
ke  was  aear.sigiMcd,  aad 
to  be  mack  bmmc  so  tkaa 
keieany  was;  ke  was  nataraily  of 
a  rokast  coaitilatlaa  aad  a  stroaa 
kady,  kardeard  by  latigae^  iaarei 
to  kaager  aad  tkirst,  keat  aad  coM, 
improved  ky  aetcise;  kat  hb 
It  ia  the  Btetile  had 
greatly  impmred  him ;  however,  ke 
still  piiacii>cd  a  degree  of  kcaM 
aad  vigoar  very  aacommoa  at  so 
advaaesd  aa  age.  He  was  a  man 
of  soaM  leaiaiag,  aad  great  parts* 
Hb  dperieace,  aad  atleatioa  to 
pofitical  amtters,  kad  made  kim  ac 
qaaiated  witk  men  as  well  ss  books ; 
ke  was  polite,  aiable,  aad  agreeable 
in  conversation ;  and  to  great  a 
master  of  flattery  and  dBfrimufaUion, 
that  he  generally  galaed  the  good 
will,  if  not  the  esteem,  of  those  he 
conversed  with,  however  prejadioed 
they  might  have  been  against  him. 
Hb  knowledge  of  the  hbtory  and 
genealogy  of  the  great  families  m 
Scotbnd  contribated  aot  a  little  ta 
thb ;  for  there  was  no  person  in 
that  coantry  bat  he  would  make 
oat  to  be  a  relation  or  ally  of 
some  noble  or  ancient  family*  In 
thb  traditional  hbtory  he  paid  Kttle 
regard  to  truth,  provided  he  could 
give  his  anecdotes  an  air  of  proba. 
bility.  fie  seemed  to  entertain  hb 
guests  with  the  utmost  cheerfulness 
and  hospitality  ;  but,  being  sordidly 
avaricious,  he  grumbled  privately  at 
the  least  expense,  and  though,  to 
ttMSt  factts^  ktb  CMNtM^  \ktm>  ^et 
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no  sooner  had  thcj  turned  their 
hacks  thtin  he  cursed  them  for  the 
trouble  and  expcnie  they  had  put 
him  to*  He  was  ambitious  and 
proud ;  but,  when  it  ser?ed  his 
turn,  mean  and  fawning*  He  was 
generallj  subtle,  but  sometimes  un- 
guarded in  hb  speeches  and  actions, 
and  that  e? en  in  matters  of  great 
concern,  by  which  means  he  had  fre- 
quently inrolf  ed  himself  in  dangers 
and  difficolties ;  bat  he  was  wwj 
fertile  in  expedients,  and  had  alnotft 
always  extricated  himself  out  of 
SBch  scrapes.  His  restlcssaml  acti? e 
disposition  drew  bkn  into  inar«s; 
bat  a  ready  inTeetioii,  and  a  bold 
and  speedy  cxecation,  helped  him 
out  of  Hmu  He  was  ranch  ad- 
dieted  to  cnthosiaaa  and  super- 
stitious motions,  by  wliich  he  was 
greatly  go? erned  in  many  cases.  In 
badness  he  was  unconscionable ; 
and  afowed  that  his  own  profit  or 
pleasure  had  always  been  the  rule  of 
hb  actions  :  this  had  led  him  to  fio. 
lencc,  rapes,  cruelty,  rereoge,  trea- 
chery, and  every  infamous  practice, 
when  it  suited  his  purpose ;  this 
had  made  him  put  himself  into  all 
shapes  and  appearances,  and  there- 
fore rendered  him  detested  and  des- 
pised by  all  good  men,  dreaded  by 
some,  and  scorned  and  derided  by 
others.  He  was  naturally  bravo 
and  resolute  ;  and  though  fearful  as 
to  invisible  powers,  and,  as  to  his 
health,  and  the  lesser  accidents  of 
life,  scrupulous  to  pusillanimity, 
yet  in  imminent  danger  he  was  un- 
daunted. He  was  amorous ;  but 
for  many  years  past  had  been 
▼ery  cautious  in  respect  of  women 
of  rank,  being  scn:iib1e  that  in- 
trigues  of  that  sort  arc  often  at- 
tended with  disagreeable  conse- 
quences  :  he  therefore  made  his  ad- 
dresses  to  the  lowest  and  meanest 
of  the  female  sex ;  and  by  that 
means  tasted  all  the  sweets  of  love 


without  any  alloy  ;  besides  which, 
his  absolute  sway  over  them  saTed 
him  the  trouble  of  a  long  courtship. 
In  short,  he  was  a  cruel  master,  an 
imperious  husband,  a  tyrannical 
parent,  a  treacherous  friend,  and  an 
arbitrary  chief. 

Just  liefore  he  came  out  of  the 
Tower,  a  scaffolding  near  the  Ship 
alehouse.  Barking  Alley,  built  from 
that  house  in  many  stories,  with  near 
one  thousand  persons  on  it,  suddenly 
fell  down,  by  which  eight  or  ten 
were  killed  on  the  spot,  and  num- 
bers had  their  arms,  ribs,  and  legs 
broken.  Ten  more  died  of  their 
wounds  the  next  day  In  the  London 
Infirmary  and  St.  Thomas's  Hospi- 
tal ;  among  whom  were  the  carpen- 
ter that  erected  the  scaffold,  and 
his  wife,  who  were  selling  liquor  to 
the  populace  underneath  it  at  the 
time  it  fell.  Thus  was  this  man, 
whose  life  had  been  a  scene  of  ty» 
ranny  and  perfidious  duplicity,  the 
occasion  of  Injuring  many  others 
alBM>«t  in  the  moment  of  his  death. 

Lord  Lovat  was  executed  on  the 
9th  of  April,  1747. 

Mr.  liosw«ll  tells  us  that  Dr. 
Johnson  used  to  repeat  with  great 
energy  the  following  verses  on  Lord 
Lovat's  execution,  which  first  ap- 
peared in  the  ^  Gentleman's  Maga- 
zine ;'  but  there  is  no  authority  to 
say  they  were  the  doctor's  own. 

'Pitied  bjr  gentle  minds,  Kilmarnock  died; 
The  brave,  Balmerino,  were  on  thy  side ; 
Katcliffr,  unhappy  in  bis  crimes  ot  youth. 
Steady  in  what  he  still  mistook  for  troth* 
Beheld  his  death  so  decently  unmov'd. 
The  soft  lamented,  and  the  brave  opprov'd. 
But  Lc)vat*s  end  iudirtercnlly  we  view. 
True  to  no  king,  to  no  religion  true : 
No  fair  forgets  the  ruin  he  has  done; 
No  child  laments  the  tyrant  of  his  son ; 
No  Tury  pities,  thinking  what  he  was ; 
No  Whig  compassions,  tor  he  left  the  cause; 
The  brave  regret  not,  for  he  was  not  brave  ; 
The  honest   mourn   not,  knowing  him  a 
knave.' 
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FRANCIS  TOWNLEY,  JOHN  BARWICR,  JAMES  DAWSON, 
AND  OTUEKS, 

EXECUTED  FOR  HIUII  TREAION. 

Fkahcii  Townley  wat^ndiclcd  the  share  he  had  in  thcrebellran  or 

stthoesiianshelditSl.  Margarcl'i  1715,  bat  B<-qui(Uil. 

Hail,  JnncSS,  1746.  fur  the  (rial  Young    T(»rnlpy,  having   been 

of  the  inaurgcnt),  for  the  part  he  educated  in  the  rigid  principles  of 

had    acted   in    (he    rebellion.     Hit  pnpery ,  went  abroad  earty  in  life, 

counsel  intiited  that  he  was  not  a  and,   entering  into   the  scrricc  of 

•uhjcct  of  Great  Britain,  being  an  France,  diitinguishcd  himielf  in  the 

officer  in  the  ^erTice  of  the  French  military   line,   particularly   M    the 

king  ;  but  this  (he  judges  obaerTcd  siege  of  Fhilipibourgh. 

a  circuniftance  against  him,  ai  Coming  to  England   in  1742,  he 


he  bad  quitl<tl  bis  native  country, 
and  engaged  in  the  French  aervicc, 
without  the  conieni  of  bis  lawful 
lOTcreiftn.  btumu  other  motions, 
equally  friiuluus,  being  overruled, 
he  was  capitally  coiivictetl,  and  ad- 
judged to  die. 

Thii  gentleman,  the  rebel  colo- 
nel of  the  Pretender's  Manchester 

ffgiaicnt,    H8S    the   son    of    '—    r j  — ,    — 

'owrtlcy,  E»q.   of  Towitlcy  ilall,    sonct  «t  Carlisle,  he 
^^ncMthire,  who  wat   tried  for     to  Irtnion. 


associated  chiefly  with  (hose  of  the 
Catholic  religion  ;  and  il  was 
thought  that  he  induced  many  of 
them  lu  take  an  active  part  in  the 
rcbeltioii.  When  the  Frcteoder 
came  to  Manchester,  To*nley  of- 
fered hi*  serTices ;  and,  being  ac- 
cepted, he  wai  commiiiioned  to 
raise  a  regiment,  which  he  soon 
completed ;  but,  being  made  pri. 
~    "'  '  idacted 


KNAPP  St  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.        W5 


After  coiiTiction  he  bchafed  in 
the  most  reserved  maiiiicr,  scarcely 
speaking  to  any  one  except  his 
brethren  in  misfortune. 

John  Bar  wick,  formerly  a  linen* 
draper  of  Manchester,  bat  after, 
wards  a  lieutenant,  was  the  next 
person  tried  and  convicted.  This 
man  was  distinguished  by  living 
elegantly  in  prison  ;  and  it  was  re. 
marked  that  the  prisoners  in  gene- 
ral were  amply  sapplieil  with  the 
neoeMsrics  of  life  by  the  bounty  of 
tlieir  friends.  It  b  asserted  that  they 
expected  to  be  treated  as  prboners 
of  war  ;  but  it  is  not  credible  that 
they  could  be  so  totally  ignorant 
of  the  law  of  nations,  or  of  their 
duty  as  subjects. 

James  Ikwson  was  also  tried  at 
the  same  sessions.  He  was  a  native 
of  Lancashire,  of  genteel  parents, 
and  liberally  educated  at  St.  John's 
College  in  Cambridge.  After  leav. 
ing  the  University  he  repaired  to 
Manchester,  where  the  Pretender 
gave  him  a  captain's  commission. 
Dawson  had  paid  his  addresses  to  a 
young  lady,  to  whom  he  was  to 
have  been  married  immediately  af. 
ter  his  enlargement,  if  the  solicita- 
tions that  were  made  for  his  jxardon 
had  been  attended  with  the  desired 
effect. 

The  circumstance  of  his  love, 
and  the  melancholy  that  was  pro. 
duccd  by  his  death,  arc  so  admirably 
treated  in  the  following  ballad  of 
Shenstone,  that  Dawson's  story  will 
probably  be  remembered  and  re- 
gretted when  that  of  the  rest  of  the 
rebels  will  be  forgotten.  A  man 
must  have  lost  all  feeling  who  can 
read  this  beautiful  ballad,  equally 
remarkable  for  its  elegance,  its  sim. 
plicity,  and  its  truth,  and  remain 
unaffected  : 

JEMMY  DAWSON:  A  BALLAD. 

'  Come  listen  to  my  mournful  tale, 
Yc  tender  hearts  and  lovers  dear  ^ 

Nor  will  jou  scorn  to  lieave  a  sij;li. 
Nor  will  jou  blush  to  »hcd  «  tear. 


And  thou,  dear  Kitty,  peerless  maid. 
Do  thou  a  pensive  ear  incline. 

For  thou  canst  weep  at  ev'ry  woe. 
And  pity  ev*ry  plaint,  but  mine. 

Young  Dawson  was  a  gallant  youth, 
A  brighter  never  trod  the  plain ; 

And  well  be  lov'd  one  charming  maid, 
And  dearly  was  he  lov'd  again. 

One  tender  maid  she  lov*d  him  dear. 
Of  gentle  blood  the  damsel  came. 

And  I'aultless  was  her  beauteous  form^ 
And  si>oiIess  was  her  virgin  fame. 

But,  curse  on  party's  hateful  strife. 
That  led  the  faithful  youth  astray  ! 

The  day  the  rebel  clans  appeared — 
(Oh,  had  he  never  seen  that  day ! ) 

Their  colours  and  their  sash  he  wore. 
And  in  their  fatal  dress  was  found  ; 

And  now  be  mnst  that  death  endure 

Which  gives  the  brave  the  keenest  wound. 

How  pale  was  then  his  true-love's  check 
When  Jemmy's  sentence  reach'd  bcrear ! 

For  never  yet  did  Alpine  snows 
So  pale,  nor  yet  so  chill,  appear. 

"  Yel,  might  sweet  mercy  find  a  place. 
And  bring  relief  to  Jemmy's  woes, 

O  George !  wiliiout  a  prayer  for  thee 
My  orisons  should  never  close. 

"  llie  gracious  prince  that  gives  him  life 
Would  crown  a  never-dying  flame; 

And  ev'ry  tender  babe  I  bore 
Should  learn  lo  lisp  the  giver's  name. 

"  But  tho',  dear  youth,  thou  sliooldtt  be 
dragged 

To  yonder  ignominious  tree. 
Thou  shalt  not  want  a  laithful  friend 

To  share  thy  bitter  fate  with  thee." 

O,  then  her  mourning-coach  was  call'd  ; 

The  sledge  roov'd  slowly  on  bclorv; — 
Tho*  borne  in  a  triumphal  car, 

She  had  not  lov'd  her  fav'rite  more. 

She  follow'd  him,  prepared  to  view 

llie  terrible  behests  of  law ; 
And  the  last  scene  of  Jemmy's  woes 

With  calm  and  steadfast  eyes  she  saw. 

Distorted  was  that  blooming  face 

Which  she  had  fondly  loved  so  long ; 

And  stifled  was  that  tuneful  breath 

Which  in  her  prui^  had  sweetly  sung  ;— 

And  sever'd  was  that  beauteous  neck 
Hound  which  her  arms  had  fondly  clos'd  ; 

And  mangled  was  that  beauteous  breast 
On  which  her  love-sick  head  repos'd  ;— 

And  ruvish'd  was  thut  constant  heart 

She  did  to  ev'ry  heart  prefer ; 
For,  thii'  it  could  his  king  forget, 

'Twas  true  and  loyal  still  tu  her. 
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Amidit  thaw  iiiirel«iiUog  flamei 
She  bore  this  comteat  heart  to  lee ; 

Bat,  when  'twas  moalder*d  into  dust, 
"  Yet,  joi,"  she  cried,  "  Fll  foUow  tbce ! 

"  My  death,  mj  death,  can  onlj  show 
The  pare  and  lasting  lore  1  bore  : 

Accept,  O,  HeaT*n!  of  woes  like  oars. 
And  let  va— let  us  weep  no  more." 

The  dismal  scene  was  o*er  and  past. 
The  lover's  moamfol  hearse  retir'd  ; 

The  maid  drew  back  her  languid  head, 
Andj  nghing  forth  his  name,  expir*d! 

Tho'  justice  ever  must  prerail. 
The  tear  my  Kitty  sheds  is  doe ; 

For  seldom  shall  we  hear  a  tale 
So  sady  so  tender,  and  so  trotr.* 

Another  of  the  periies  tried  on 
Mb  oceision  wm  George  Fletcher, 
who  had  been  a  linen-draper  at 
Stratford,  near  Manchester,  ma* 
nagkig  the  bvflness  for  hb  mother, 
who,  on  her  knees,  had  persuaded 
him  not  to  engage  with  the  rebels, 
offering  him  one  thousand  poonds 
on  the  condition  that  he  would  not 
embarlL  in  so  desperate  an  enter- 
prise; but  he  was  deaf  to  her  en. 
treaties,  and  so  ambitions  of  serving 
the  Pretender,  that  he  actually  ga?e 
his  secretary^  Mr.  Murray,  fifty 
pounds  for  a  captain's  commission. 
Fletcher  haring  induced  one  Mad. 
dox  to  enlist,  the  man  would  haTc 
deserted,  but  he  produced  a  hand, 
ful  of  gold,  and  said  he  should  not 
want  money  if  he  would  fight  for 
the  Pretender;  which  induced 
Maddox  to  keep  his  station* 

Thomas  Syddall  was  a  barber  at 
Manchester,  and  had  supported  a 
wife  and  fire  children  in  a  credit, 
able  way,  till  the  rebel  troops  ar- 
rired  at  that  place.  His  father  had 
been  hanged  at  Manchester  for  his 
concern  in  the  rebellion  of  1715, 
and  his  head  had  remained  on  the 

.  Market  Cross  till  the  year  1745, 
when  it  was  taken  down  on  the  ar- 
Tiral  of  the  Pretender.  Syddall, 
^Ao  was  a  rigid  RomtLn  Catholic, 

'^^f^  rowed  reweage  against  the 
^^tmniSf  with  a  Tiesr  to  accom- 
fc  wUck  be  obtained  an  ensign's 


commission  from  tlie  Pretender*! 
iecretary. 

The  attachment  of  this  man  to 
the  Pretendor  was  so  extraordinary, 
that,  almost  in  the  last  moment  of 
his  axistenee,  he  prayed  that  his 
ohildmi  might  be  ready  to  amert 
the  same  at  the  haiaid  of  their 
fifes. 

Thomas  Chadwick  was  tried  im- 
mediately after  Syddall.  He  was 
a  tallow-chandler,  bot  had  not  long 
followed  business ;  for,  amodirting 
with  persons  of  Jacoliiiiical  prinei. 
pies,  he  accepted  the  eommissioB  of 
lieutenant  in  the  Pretender's  serrioe; 
and  lia  was  tried  for,  and  con? icted 
of,  acting  in  that  capacity.  Chad, 
wick  appeared  to  have  great  reso- 
lution ;  and  told  his  friends  that 
death,  in  any  shape,  had  no  terron 
for  him:  but  his  courage  forsook 
him,  and  he  seemed  greatly  agitated^ 
on  taking  Icaye  of  his  father  the 
night  before  his  execution. 

Thomas  Deacon,  the  next  person 
tried,  was  the  son  of  a  physician  of 
eminence.  His  principles  of  toy. 
al ty  being  tainted  by  associating 
with  Jacobites,  he  becaiae  lealons 
in  the  cause  of  the  Pretender ;  and 
his  Kcal  was  rewarded  by  the  com. 
mission  of  licu(enant.colonel  in  the 
Manchester  regiment. 

Mr.  Deacon  had  decfaired  his  re- 
solution  of  joining  the  rebels  as 
soon  as  he  heard  they  were  in  arms 
in  Scotland ;  and  when  they  arrived 
at  Manchester  he  became  one  of 
their  number.  His  two  brothers 
likewise  embarked  in  this  fatal  bu- 
siness ;  and  one  of  them  was  sen- 
tenced to  die  with  him :  but,  beiag 
only  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  was 
happy  enough  to  obtain  a  pardon. 

The  next  convict  on  this  melan. 
choly  occasion  was  Andrew  Blood, 
who  had  been  steward  to  a  gentle- 
man in  Yorkshire,  of  which  county 
he  waa  a  uatit c^  and  descended  from 
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Maiicbetter  to  join  the  rebels,  and 
leceifcd  «  captain's  commission. 
He  pleaded  gniltj  to  the  indict* 
menty  and  receired  sentence  with 
the  utmost  composure  and  re&igna. 
tion*  The  gentleman  whom  he  had 
strred  as  steward  exerted  his  uU 
most  infloence  to  procare  a  pardon 
for  him  ;  but  the  culprit,  being  told 
ali  endeavours  wore  fruitless,  ex. 
pressed  the  utmost  unconcern,  and 
said  he  was  willing  to  become  a 
martjr  for  tlie  cause  he  had  abetted ; 
adding,  that  he  had  prepared  for 
death,  having  entertained  no  hope 
of  pardon. 

The  last  person  brought  to  trial 
and  conviction  at  these  sessions  was 
David  Morgan,  Esq,  of  Monmouth* 
shire.  This  man  had  been  sent  by 
bis  fiither  to  stndj  law  in  the  Tem- 
ple, and  practised  a  short  time  as 
a  eottwsellor ;  but,  his  father  dying, 
he  went  to  resMa  on  his  estate  in 
the  country.  He  was  distinguished 
by  the  haughtiness  of  his  temper, 
and  a  disposition  to  quarrel  with 
his  neighbours  and  servants. 

Having  met  the  rebels  at  Man. 
Chester,  he  advised  the  Pretender  to 
proceed  immediately  to  London, 
assuring  him  that  the  whole  force  in 
arms  to  oppose  him  did  not  exceed 
three  thousand  men.  Had  this  ad* 
vice  been  attended  to,  the  rebellion 
might  have  been  crushed  much 
sooner  than  it  was ;  for  no  doubt 
the  people  would  hare  arisen  as 
one  man,  to  oppose  the  progress  of 
the  lawless  insurgents. 

The  Pi^tender  having  granted 
Morgan  a  warrant  to  search  the 
houses  in  Manchester  for  arms,  he 
did  chb  in  the  strictest  manner,  and 
threatened  with  the  most  exempUry 
punishment  all  those  who  opposed 
hhn. 

A  colonel's  commission  was  of- 
fered  him ;  but  he  declined  the  ac- 
ceptance of  it,  proposing  rather  to 
give  his  advice  than  his  personal  as- 


sbtance.  When  the  rebels  marched 
to  Derby,  he  quitted  them ;  but, 
being  taken  into  custody,  he  was 
lodged  in  Chester  Castle,  and  thence 
conveyed  to  London  ;  and,  convic- 
tion following  commitment,  he  was 
sentenced  to  die  with  his  associ- 
ates. 

After  the  sentence  of  the  law  was 
passed,  the  convicts  declared  that 
they  had  acted  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  their  consciences,  and  would 
again  act  the  same  parts  if  they 
were  put  to  trial.  When  the 
keeper  informed  them  that  the  fol- 
lowing day  was  ordered  for  their 
execution,  they  expressed  a  resig. 
nation  to  the  will  of  God,  em- 
braced each  other,  and  took  an  af- 
fectionate leave  of  their  friends. 

On  the  following  morning  they 
breakfasted  together,  and,  having 
conversed  till  near  eleren  o'clock^ 
were  conveyed  from  the  New  Gaol» 
Southwark,  to  Kennitigton  Com- 
mon, on  three  sledges.  The  gibbet 
was  surrounded  by  a  party  of  tho 
guards,  and  a  block  and  a  pile  of 
faggots  were  placed  near  iL  The 
faggots  were  set  on  fire  while  the 
proper  officers  were  removing  the 
malefactors  from  the  sledges. 

After  near  an  hour  employed  in 
acts  of  devotion,  these  unhappy 
men,  baring  delivered  to  the  sherifi^ 
some  papers,  expressive  of  their 
political  sentiments,  underwent  the 
sentence  of  the  law.  They  had 
not  hung  above  five  minutes  when 
Townley  was  cut  down,  being  yet 
alive  ;  and  his  body  being  placed  on 
the  block,  the  executioner  chopped 
off  his  head  with  a  cleaver.  His 
heart  and  bowels  wore  then  taken 
out,  and  thrown  into  the  fire ;  and 
the  other  parties  being  separately 
treated  in  the  same  manner,  the 
executioner  cried  out,  ^  God  save 
King  George!' 

The  boilios  were  quartered,  and 
to  the  keeper  of  the  New 
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OGILTIE, 


DNffitLO'  ll**ll^9jiAic  ilaii  jmrnat     pftif 


A3rD  vAum 


••act  villi 

viilb  I.0Pi  .Vaini  m  taUig 

fffpwiifiiirf  Im  f o  Ibr 

4m0mi%  to  Icam  iW  an  of  war,  aad 
aode  hnuntAf  cf  ki  aoadb  cowc 
i|acacc  m  to  be  imtruvied  with  the 
caouaaad  c/  f«u  iboaiaiui  «m». 
Tbr  iJakc  of  Fertli  havui^  ordcfcd 
two  faco,  who  rrfosrd  to  mliif.  to 
be  UmiI,  >l*f>onaki  coo|ifi^inctl  lo 
lii*  aacle^  who  bad  likc-wtM:  a  cum. 
■Mfid  in  tlic  rebel  army,  of  the  in- 
jattke  of  Ibb  proccediti^  ;  bat  the 
Mn€\c  ordered  the  nephew  into  cus. 
toAjy  told  him  that  be  bimMrIf 
ftboold  be  »hol  on  the  following 
day,  and  actually  infuraied  the  Pre- 
tender  oi  what  bad  passed;  but 
bl*I>onald  was  only  reprimaiuled, 
and  diimif»ed  on  promi»e  of  more 
caatiouf  behatiour  in  future. 

After  hb  comoiilnient  to  prison, 

M^l>onald  frequently   withed   that 

^  had  been  shut,     lieing  adfUed 

vnf,  be  »aid  it  would  be  fruit- 

i  he  had  rather  hc^  a  tunc 

meet  iMtgpiiKb  tb4t  iibcd  tA> 


He  KLcviicrcii 
FKaacbka^far—Jiwifijia^tbcM 


lo 


Jaw«  M 

m  pffincipks  ai 
of  ike  abetion  of  ibe  bo«»e  of 
SimMBU  bat  bad  bnai  £uallj  pre. 
laiird  am  to  cbaa|^  bis  poliiicaJ 
fMlJmraU  by  Mse  Jacobilck  abo 
ffeqacatcd  a'caike-boase  vbicb  be 
bad  bept  at  Lnib  «itb  ^ival  rrpa. 
talion  for  a  cuniidrrabie  tiaK. 

IJaiiog  accrpud  a  lR:atcaaat*» 
commission  oa  tbe  arriiai  of  tbe 
rebeb  at  ii^bnbargh,  be  proceeded 
wiib  them  as  far  as  Ikrby ;  bat 
when  tbey  returaod  to  Carlisle  be 
was  ukin  into  custody,  aud  sent 
with  thi  other  prisooers  to  London. 

After  contiction  be  was  visited 
by  bis  wife  and  children,  which 
aibrded  a  scene  of  distress  that  b 
not  to  be  described,  lie  now  U- 
mented  tbe  miseries,  that  he  had 
brought  on  his  family  ;  but  hi»  pe- 
nitenre  came  too  late ! 

The  county  of  liamlT^  in  Scotland, 
^atc  birth  to  Walter  0|;ilfie,  who 
wab  bco^i^Vi^  u\\  *a  \k^^)^eAa&it  and 
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taught  (ho  duty  of  allegiance  to  the 
illutitrious  house  of  Brunswick  ;  but 
some  of  his  associates  having  con. 
taminated  his  principles,  he  went  to 
Lord  Lewis  Gordon,  and  joined  the 
difiMon  of  rebels  under  his  com. 
maod. 

Ogilfic*s  father  represented  to 
him  the  rashness  and  impracticabi- 
lity of  the  scheme  in  which  he  was 
about  to  engage;  but  the  young 
man  said  lie  was  persuaded  of  its 
justice,  and  that  the  Pretender  had 
a  right  to  his  best  services. 

After  confiction  these  unfortu- 
nate men  behafed  for  some  time 
with  great  indifference;  but,  on 
the  nearer  approach  of  death,  they 
grew  more  serious.  On  the  morn- 
iog  of  their  execution,  having  been 
visited  by  some  friends,  they  were 
drawn  on  a  sledge  to  Kennington 
Common,  where  they  were  turned 
off  as  soon  as  their  devotions  were 
ended ;  and,  after  hanging  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  they  were  cut 
down,  their   heads   cut  off,   their 


bowels  taken  out  and  burnt,  and 
their  budies  conveyed  to  the  New 
Gaol,  South wark  ;  and  on  the  (oU 
lowing  day  they  were  interred  in 
one  grave,  in  the  new  burial-ground 
belonging  to  (he  parish  of  Blooms, 
bury. 

These  unfortunate  men  suffered 
at  Kennington  Common  on  the  23d 
of  August,  1746. 

Alexander  M'Gruther,  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  Duke  of  Perthes  regi. 
ment,  and  who  had  been  very  active 
among  the  rebels,  was  condemne<l 
with  the  three  parties  above  men. 
tloned ;  but  he  had  the  happiness 
to  obtain  a  reprieve  through  the 
interest  of  his  friends. 

Many  other  of  the  prisoners 
tried  and  convicted  in  Surrey  were 
reprieved,  as  proper  objects  of  the 
royal  mercy  ;  but  live  of  them  suf. 
fered  at  Kennington  Common  on 
the  !28th  of  the  month  above  men* 
tioned  ;  one  of  whom  at  the  placo 
of  execution  drank  a  health  to  the 
Pretender* " 


THOMAS  CAPPOCK, 

EXECUTED  FOU  lllOU  THEASON* 


Such  anecdotes  of  this  enthu- 
siastic rebel  as  we  have  been  able 
to  glean  from  the  public  prints  of 
the  year  1745,  we  have  put  togc. 
ther,  in  order  to  allot  to  .this  would, 
be  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God 
a  memoir  Independent  of  the  trea- 
cherous group  among  whom  he 
swung' on  the  gallows. 

On  the  12th  of  August,  1746,  the 
Lord  Chief  Baron  Parker,  Baron 
Clarke,  and  Judges  Burnett  and 
Dennisoni  arrived  at  Carlisle,  i|ad, 
^y  virtue  of  a  special  commbtion 
for  that  purpose  to  them  directed, 
convened  a  Court  for  the  purpose 
of  trying  the  rebels  found  in  arms 
on  the  surrender  of  Carlisle.  On 
the  14th  the  Scotch  prisoners  were 
arraigned,  but  the  witnesses  in  be- 


half of  the  crown  (also  Scotchmen) 
refused  to  swear  in  the  form  pre- 
scribed by  the  laws  of  England. 
The  judges  therefore  deferr^  the 
trial,  in  order  to  consult  on  this 
contumacy  ;  but  next  morning  al- 
lowed them  to  lake  the  oath  after 
the  Scotch  form.  Bills  of  indicU 
ment  were  found  against  all  the 
officers,  as  well  as  Bbhop  Cappock ; 
but  the  common  men,  amounting  to 
n^r  four  hundred,  were  ordered  to 
cast  lots ;  and  of  every  twenty  nine, 
teen  were  to  be  transported,  and 
the  twentieth  put  upon  his  trial  for 
high  treason.  Some  few  refused 
this  lenity,  depending  upon  so  de- 
ceiving the  evidence  as  not  to  recog- 
nise them  :  for  this  purpose  they 
cut  off  each  other's  hair,  changed 
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their  clothing,  aod,  bj  ererj  other 
Bethod  which  they  could  defite, 
ditguited  themseWes. 

When  the  grmod  jnry  preiented 
tme  bills,  the  whole  of  those  Jn. 
dieted  were  brought  to  tiM  btr, 
whom  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  told 
that  the  Court  desired  them  to 
choose  what  counsel  they  pleaded, 
with  a  solicitor ;— that  the  Court 
had  given  orders  to  their  derk  to 
make  out  subpcenas  for  them  gratis, 
and  by  virtue  thereof  to  .bring  for* 
ward  such  witnesses  as  they  iouu 
gined  could  in  any  manner  tend  to 
their  exculpation* 

In  order  to  give  them  every 
chance  for  this  end,  the  judges  ad* 
joumed  the  C'Ourt,  and  proceeded 
to  the  city  of  York,  where  many 
flsorc  rebels  were  in  confinement, 
and  where  bills  were  found  against 
seven ty.nine  of  them.  It  was  near 
a  month  before  they  returned  to 
Carlisle.  On  the  9th  of  September 
a  considerable  number  were  arraign* 
ed  at  the  bar  of  the  Court  of  the  lat- 
ter city,  of  whom  fifty -nine  pleaded 
not  guilty.  On  the  10th  forty-five 
more  were  brought  up,  and  all 
pleaded  not  guilty,  except  three, 
one  of  whom  was  a  desperate  tur- 
bulent  fellow,  a  rebel  captain,  named 
Robert  Taylor,  who  had  repeatedly 
Taunted  that  he  would  take  Ekiin* 
burgh  Castle  in  three  days.  The 
next  day  twelve  more  were  arraign* 
ed,  and  among  them  was  the  more 
immediate  subject  of  the  present 
page*— the  rebellions  bishop. 

lie  appeared  at  the  bar  in  his 
gown  and  cassock,  assumed  much 
confidence,  and  seemed  to  entertain 
no  idea  that  he  could  be  conricted. 
He  made  a  speech  to  the  Court  and 
jury,  which  chiefly  went  to  show 
that  be  joined  the  rebels  by  com- 


pulsion  alone.  He  caHedhb  father, 
and  one  Mary  Humphries,  to  sub* 
stantiite  this  assertion;  but  their 
evidence  fell  far  short  ojf  so  doing. 
A  witness,  howerer,  proved  that 
the  prisoner  had  made  an  atlmpt 
to  escape  from  the  rebels.  On  the 
other  side  it  was  prored  timt  he 
voluntarily  went  with  tie  rebels 
from  Manchester  to  Derby,  and 
tlience  back  to  Carlisle.  It  further 
appeared  that  wherever  the  rebels 
went  he  read  public  prayers  lor 
King  James,  and  Charles,  Prince 
of  Wales,  Regent  of  EngUnd.  At 
Carlisle  he  appeared  in  character  el 
tlie  Church  Militant,  with  a  hanger 
by  his  side,  a  plaid  sash  and  wldta 
cockade,  aieting  also  as  a  quarter* 
master.  Another  witness  proved 
that  this  fighting  bishop  told  him  of 
his  engaging  two  of  the  king's  sol* 
diers,  and  taking  them  both  pii* 
soners;  and  he  also  vannted  that 
his  prince  had  offered  battle  to 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland*  who  nut 
away ;  and  that  they  (the  leheis) 
returned  to  Scotland  ooly  to  join 
Lord  George  Drummond,  who  had 
landed  with  many  thoosaod  French 
to  assist  their  cause.  His  evidence, 
Miss  Humphries,  was  shown  a  let* 
ter,  which  she  acknowledged  to 
be  the  handwriting  of  the  bishop, 
wherein  he  had  the  effrontery  to 
tell  the  barefaced  falsehood  of  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  ordering  him 
to  be  kept  on  half  a  pound  of  bread 
per  day,  and  nasty  water,  beeaase 
he  advised  to  glre  battle  to  him  at 
Stanwix,  and  protested  agafaist  the 
surrender  of  Girible. 

The  jury,  notwitlistandntg  tb» 
confidence  apparent  in  the  prboner 
through  his  whole  trial,  which 
lasted  six  hours,  In  two  minutes 
found  him  guilty.* 


•    •/ 


*  Another  farioos  nonjaring  priest  wm  taken  anonff  the  rebels,  of  the  nane  of  Robert 
^yon.     This  tarbulent  rebel,  under  the  gallowt  at  Penrith,  read  a  long  and  ui£uboiis 
''w/  mgainat  tlte  king  and  government  of  £ng\ind :  and  Oaie  tWn^T  vetmitted  him  to 
'fmigae  in  m  mmilmr  $trmin  near  half  an  hour,  ^rilli  \\\e  VuAlct  tovLTvd  Vi«  fk«Ou 
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The  priest,  it  seems,  still  did  not 
abandon  liinvself  to  his  fate ;  for  m 
a  few  days  it  was  disoorered  that 
he  and  six  more  condemned  rebels 
had  sawed  off  their  irons,  and  were 
about  to  attempt  an  escape.  The 
instrument  with  which  they  effected 
tliis  was  prepared  for  the  purpose 
by  a  new  and  curious  method,  and 
has  been  thus  described :— ^  They 
laid  a  silk  handkerchief  singly  over 
the  mouth  of  a  drinking.glass,  and 
tied  it  hard  at  the  bottom;  then 
struck  the  edge  of  a  case- knife  on 
the  brim  of  the  glass,  (thus  co? ered, 
to  prevent  noise,)  till  it  became  a 
saw.  With  such  knives  they  cut 
their  irons,  and,  when  the  teeth 
were  blunt,  they  had  recourse  to 
the  glass  to  renew  them.  A  knife 
will  not  cut  a  handkerchief  when 
struck  upon  it  in  this  manner.' 

Cappock,  with  nine  other  con. 
▼icted  rebels,  was  hanged  at  Car- 
lisle, on  the  18th  of  October,  1746. 

In  consequence  of  these  convic- 
tions  many  estates  were  forfeited  to 
the  crown ;'  but  King  Greorge  II. 
ordered  them  to  be  sold,  and  the 
whole  produce,  abo?e  twenty  years' 
purchase,  to  be  gl? en  to  the  orphans 
of  those  who  had  forfeited  them. 
The  rest  was  employed  in  establish* 
Ing  schools  in  the  Highlands,  and 
instructing  the  natives  in  useful  arts* 

To  enumerate  the  different  trials 
of  the  rebels  convicted  and  exe. 
cutcd  would  nearly  fill  one  of  our 
volumes;  and,  having  given  the  out- 
lines of  the  treason  in  which  they 
were  all  implicated,  a  recapitulation 
of  the  evidence,  to  the  same  tenor, 
is  unnecessaay.  Let  it  therefore 
suffice  to  say,  that  numbers  were 
executed  in  different  parts  of  Eng. 
land,  and  many  of  their  heads 
plaeed  on  public  buildings;  and 
others  transported  to  America. 

Yet  we  think  our  readers  would 
be  gratified  by  a  knowledge  of  the 
escape  of  the  leading  man  m  this 


desperate  insurrection — the  young 
Pretender;  and  to  this  end  we 
have  selected  the  following  interest* 
ing  and  genuine  account : 

^  The  decisive  engagement  of 
Culloden  was  fought  on  the  16th  of 
April,  1740,  in  which  the  Pretender 
had  his  horse  shot  under  him  by 
one  of  the  troopers  in  the  king'a 
service,  as  he  was  endeavoring  to 
rally  his  people.  After  his  forces 
were  entirely  defeated,  he  retired 
to  the  house  of  a  factor  of  Lord 
Lofat,  about  ten  miles  from  Inver* 
ness,  where,  meeting  with  that  lord, 
he  stayed  supper.  After  supper 
was  over  he  set  out  for  Fort  Au« 
gustus,  and  pursued  his  journey 
next  day  to  Invergarry,  where  ha 
proposed  tohavedined ;  but^  finding 
no  victuals,  he  set  a  boy  to  fishings 
who  caught  two  salmon,  on  whidk 
he  made  a  dinner,  and  continued 
waiting  there  for  some  of  his  troops^ 
who  had  prombed  to  rendesvoos  at 
that  place;  but,  being  disappointed, 
he  resolved  to  proceed  to  Lochlttr- 
ciage. 

*  He  arrived  there  on  the  18th,  at 
two  in  the  rooming,  and  went  to 
sleep,  which  he  had  not  done  before 
for  five  days  and  nights.  He  re- 
mained there  till  five  a'clock  In  the 
afternoon,  in  hopes  of  obtaining 
some  intelligence ;  but  gaining  noae^ 
he  set  out  from  thence  on  foot,  and 
travelled  to  the  Glen  of  Morar^ 
where  he  arrived  tl»e  19th,  at  four 
in  the  morning.  He  set  out  abont 
noon  the  same  day  for  Arrashag, 
where  he  arrif  ed  about  four  in  the 
afternoon.  He  remained  here  bb* 
til  joined  by  Captain  O'Ndlon  tko 
97Ui,  who  informed  him  that  there 
were  no  hopes  of  drawing  his  troopa 
together  again  In  a  body,  npea 
which  he  resolved  to  go  to  Stoni« 
way.  In  .order  to  hire  a  ship  to  sail 
for  France. 

'  The  person  employed  for  tlds 
purpose  was  one  Donald  M'Leod^ 
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who  bad  an  intcrpst  there.  On  the 
98th  the  CheTalier  went  on  board 
an  eight.oared  boat,  in  company 
with  Sullivao  and  0*Neil,  ordering 
the  people  who  belonged  to  the 
boat  to  make  the  best  haste  they 
oiMild  to  Stomway.  The  night 
profiog  wewy  tempettuoot,  they  all 
begged  of  him  to  go  back,  which  he 
woold  not  do ;  but,  to  keep  up  the 
fpiritf  of  the  people,  he  sang  them  a 
fiigbland  song.  The  weather  grow. 
lag  wone  and  worse,  about  set^en  in 
tlie  morning  of  the  90th  they  were 
drifen  on  shore  on  a  point  of  land 
called  Rashness,  in  the  island  of 
Benbicula,  where,  when  they  got  on 
shore,  the  Pretender  he!  ped  to  make 
s  (ire  to  warm  the  crew,  who  were 
almost  started  to  death  with  cold. 
On  the  dOfh,  at  six  in  the  c? ening, 
they  set  sail  again  for  Stomway, 
bat,  meeting  with  another  storm, 
were  obliged  to  pot  into  the  island 
of  Scalpa,  in  the  Harris,  where  they 
all  went  on  shore  to  a  fanner's 
hovse,  passing  for  merchants  that 
were  shipwrecked  in  their  foyage  to 
the  Orkneys :  the  Pretender  and 
Snilifan  going  by  the  name  of  Sin. 
dair,  the  latter  passing  for  the 
father,  and  the  former  his  son. 

'  They  thought  proper  to  send 
from  thence  to  Donald  M^Leod  at 
Stornway,  with  instructions  to 
freight  a  ship  for  the  Orkneys.  On 
the  3d  of  May  they  recci? ed  a  mes. 
sage  from  him  that  a  ship  was  ready. 
On  the  4th  they  set  out  for  that 
place,  where  they  arrifed  on  the 
5th  about  noon,  and,  meeting  with 
Donald  M^Leod,  they  found  that  he 
had  got  into  company,  and  told  a 
friend  of  his  for  whom  he  had  hired 
the  ship;  upon  which  there  were 
two  hundred  people  in  arms  at 
Stomway,  upon  a  report  that  the 
Pretender  was  landed  with  fire 
hundred  men,  and  was  coming  to 
'forn  the  (own  ;  ao  that  they  were 
oMiged  to  iio  ail    night  upon  the 


moor,  with  no  other  refreshment 
than  biscuit  and  brandy. 

*  On  the  6th  they  resolred  to  go 
in  theeight-oared  boat  to  the  Ork. 
neys  ;  but  the  crew  refused  to  Ten* 
ture,  so  that  they  were  obliged  to 
steer  south  along  the  coast.side» 
where  they  met  with  two  English 
ships ;  and  this  compelled  theoi  to 
put  into  a  desert  island,  where  they 
remained  till  the  10th,  without  any 
profision  but  some  salt  fish  they 
found  upon  the  place.  About  ten 
in  the  morning  of  that  day  they  em. 
barked  for  the  Harris,  and  at  break 
of  day  on  the  1 1th  they  were  chased 
by  an  English  vessel,  but  made  their 
escape  among  the  rocks.  About 
four  in  the  afternoon  they  arrired 
on  the  island  of  Benbicula,  where 
they  staid  till  the  14th,  and  then  set 
out  for  the  mountain  of  Currada, 
in  South  Uist,  where  they  staid  till 
the  militia  of  the  isle  of  Sky  came  to 
the  island  of  Irasky,  and  then  sailed 
for  the  island  of  Uia,  where  they 
remained  three  nights,  till,  haring 
intelligence  that  the  militia  were 
coming  towards  Benbicula,  they  im. 
mediately  got  into  their  boat,  aod 
sailed  for  Lochbosdale  ;  but,  being 
met  by  some  ships  of  war,  they 
were  obliged  to  return  to  Lochag. 
nart,  and  at  night  sailed  for  Loch, 
busdale;  upon  arrtfing  at  which 
place  they  staid  eight  days  on  a 
rock,  making  a  tent  of  the  sail  of 
the  boat. 

<  They  found  thcmseWes  here  in 
a  most  dreadful  situation ;  for, 
having  intelligence  that  Captain 
Scott  had  landed  at  Kilbride,  the 
company  was  obliged  to  separate, 
and  the  Pretender  and  O'Neil  went 
to  the  mountains,  where  they  re- 
mained  all  night,  and  soon  after 
were  informed  that  General  Camp, 
bell  was  at  Bernary  ;  so  that  now 
they  had  forces  very  near,  on  both 
sides  of  them,  and  were  absolutely 
at  a  \os%  wVacVi  Nia^  \(^  tCkO^«.    la 
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their  road  they  met  with  a  young 
lady,  one  Miss  McDonald,  to  whom 
Captain  O'Neil  proposed  assisting 
the  Pretender  to  make  his  escape, 
which  at  first  she  refused ;  but, 
upon  his  offering  to  put  on  women's 
clothes,  she  consented,  and  desired 
them  to  go  to  the  mountain  of  Cur. 
rada  till  she  sent  for  them,  where 
they  accordingly  stayed  two  days ; 
but,  hearing  nothing  from  the  young 
lady,  the  Pretender  concluded  she 
would  not  keep  her  word,  and 
therefore  resolyed  to  send  Captain 
O'Neil  to  General  Campbell,  to  let 
him  know  he  was  willing  to  surren- 
der to  him  ;  but  about  five  o'clock 
in  the  erening  a  message  came  from 
the  young  lady 9  desiring  them  to 
meet  her  at  Rushness.  Being  afraid 
to  pass  by  the  Ford,  because  oY  the 
militia,  they  luckily  found  a  boat, 
which  carried  them  to  the  other  side 
of  Uia,  where  they  remained  part 
of  the  next  day,  afraid  of  being 
seen  by  the  country  people.  In  the 
erening  they  set  out  for  Rushness, 
and  arrifed  there  at  twclf  e  at  night ; 
but  not  finding  the  young  lady,  and 
being  alarmed  by  a  boat  full  of  mU 
litia,  they  were  obliged  to  retire  two 
miles  back,  where  the  Pretender 
remained  on  a  moor  till  O'Neil 
went  to  the  young  lady,  and  pre. 
vailed  upon  her  to  come  to  the 
place  appointed  at  night-fall  of  the 
next  day.  About  an  hour  after 
they  had  an  account  of  General 
Campbell's  arrival  at  Benbicula, 
which  obliged  them  to  move  to 
another  part  of  the  island,  where, 
as  the  day  broke,  they  discovered 
four  sail  close  on  the  shore,  making 
directly  up  to  the  place  where  they 
were;  so  that  there  was  nothing 
left  for  them  to  do  but  to  throw 
themselres  among  the  heath.  When 
the  wherries  were  gone,  they  .  re- 
sol  ?ed  to  go  to  Clanronald's  house ; 
but,  when  they  were  within  a  mile 
of  it,  they  heard  General  Campbell 
yoL.  I. 


was  there,  which  forced  them  to 
retreat  again. 

<  The  young  Pretender  having  at 
length,  with  the  assistance  of  Cap- 
Uin  O'Neil,  fnund  Miss  McDonald 
in  a  cottage  near  the  place  appoint- 
ed, it  was  there  determined  that  he 
should  put  on  women's  clothes,  and 
pass  for  her  waiting.maid.  This 
being  done,  he  took  leare  of  Sulti* 
van  and  O'Neil  with  great  regret, 
who  departed  to  shift  for  them- 
seWes,  leafing  him  and  his  new 
mistress  in  the  cottage,  where  they 
continued  some  days,  during  which 
she  cured  him  of  the  itch.  Upoa 
intelligence  that  General  Campbell 
was  gone  further  into  the  country, 
they  removed  to  her  cousin's,  and 
spent  the  night  in  preparing  for 
their  departure  to  the  Isle  of  Sky : 
accordingly  they  set  out  the  next 
morning,  with  only  one  man-servant, 
named  McLean,  and  two  rowers. 
During  their  voyage  they  were  pur- 
sued by  a  small  vessel ;  but  a  thick 
fog  rising,  they  arri? ed  safe  at  mid- 
night in  that  island,  and  landed  at 
the  foot  of  a  rock,  where  the  lady 
and  her  maid  waited  while  her  man 
M ^Lean  went  to  see  if  Sir  Alexander 
McDonald  was  at  home.  McLean 
found  his  way  thither,  but  lost  it 
returning  back  :  his  mistress  and 
her  maid,  after  in  vain  expecting 
him  the  whole  night,  were  obliged 
in  the  morning  to  lea? e  the  rock, 
and  go  in  the  boat  up  the  creek  to 
some  distance,  to  avoid  the  militia 
which  guarded  the  coast. 

^  They  went  on  shore  again  about 
ten  o'clock,  and,  attended  by  the 
rowers,  Inquired  the  way  to  Sir 
Alexander's.  When  they  had  gone 
about  two  miles,  they  met  McLean : 
he  told  his  lady  that  Sir  Alexander 
was  with  the  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
but  his  lady  was  at  home,  and  would 
do  them  all  the  service  she  could  ; 
whereupon  they  discharged  their 
boat,   and    went   directly  to   the 

33 
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house,  where  they  remained  two 
days,  being  always  in  her  ladyship's 
chamber,  except  at  nights,  to  pre. 
feat  a  discofery.  But  a  party  of 
the  M4^ods  having  intelligence 
that  some  strangers  were  arrifed  at 
Sir  Alexander's,  and  knowing  his 
lady  was  well  affected  to  the  Pre. 
tender,  came  thither ;  and,  demand. 
ing  to  see  the  new-comers,  were  iiu 
troduced  to  Miss's  chamber,  where 
she  sat  with  her  new  maid.  The 
latter,  hearing  the  militia  was  at 
the  door,  had  the  presence  of  mind 
to  get  up  and  open  it,  which  occa. 
siooed  his  being  the  less  taken  no. 
tice  of;  and,  after  they  had  nar- 
rowly  searched  the  closets,  they 
withdrew. 

^  The  inquiry,  howe? er^i  alarmed 
the  young  lady,  and  the  next  day 
she  sent  hor  apparent  maid  to  a 
steward  of  Sir  Alexander's :  but, 
hearing  that  his  being  in  the  island 
was  known,  he  remoTed  to  Mac« 
donald's  at  Kingsborough,  ten  miles 
distant,  where  he  remained  but  one 
day ;  for,  on  recei?ing  intelligence 
that  it  was  rumoured  he  was  dis. 
guited  in  a  woman's  habit,  McDo- 
nald furnished  him  with  a  suit  of 
his  own  clothes,  and  he  went  in  a 
boat  to  Macleod's,  at  Raza ;  but, 
haTing  no  prospect  of  escaping 
thence  to  France,  he  returned  back 
to  the  Isle  of  Sky,  being  thirty 
miles,  with  no  attendant  but  a  fer- 
ryman, whom  he  would  not  suffer 
to  carry  his  wallet,  M^Leod  assur. 
ing  him  that  the  elder  Laird  of 
M4nnon  would  there  render  him 
all  the  service  in  his  power. 

'  When  he  arriveii,  not  knowing 
the  way  to  M4nnon's  house,  ho 
chanced  to  inquire  of  a  gentleman 
H hom.he  met  on  the  top  »f  a  moun. 


tain.  This  geytleman,  having  seen 
him  before,  thought  he  recollected 
his  face,  and  asked  him  if  he  was 
not  the  P.«-This  greatly  surprised 
him ;  but  seeing  the  gentleman  had 
only  one  person,  a  servant,  with 
him,  he  answered  ^^  I  am,"  at  the 
same  time  putting  himself  in  a  pos. 
ture  of  defence :  but  this  penou 
immediately  discovered  himself4o  be 
his  good  friend.  Captain  M^Leod, 
and  conducted  him  to  M^nnon's. 
The  old  man  instantly  knew  him, 
but  advised  him  immediately  to  go 
to  Lochabar;  and  he  accordingly 
set  sail  in  a  vessel  which  M^nnon 
procured  for  that  purpose. 

c  After  remaining  seven  days  in 
the  Glens  of  Morar,  he  received 
advice  that  McDonald  of  Lochgarrie 
expected  him  in  Lochabar,  where 
he  bad  one  hundred  resolute  High, 
landers  in  arms :  upon  this  he  went 
over  the  great  hill  of  Morar,  in  a 
tattered  Highland  habit,  and  was 
joyfully  received  by  M'lX>nald  at 
the  head  of  his  men. 

'  With  this  party  he  roved  from 
place  to  place,  till,  finding  he  could 
no  longer  remain  in  Lochabar,  he 
removed  to  Badenoch;  but,  being 
harassed  by  the  king's  troops,  and 
losing  daily  some  of  his  men  in 
skirmishing,  they  dispersed;  and 
the  Pretender,  with  Lochielof  Bar- 
risdale,  and  some  others,  sculked 
about  in  Moidart.  Here  they  re- 
ceived advice  that  two  French  pri- 
vateers were  at  anchor  in  Lochoa- 
naugh,  in  Moidart,  in  one  of  which, 
called  L'Heureux  {The  Uappy)^  he 
embarked  with  twenty-three  gen. 
tlemen,  and  one  hundred  and  seven 
common  men,  and  soon  after  ar- 
rived safely  in  France.' 
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